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PBEFACE. 


If  Db.  Abnold  had  lived  to  finish  liis  History  of  Rome 
and  to  embody  in  successive  editions  the  results  of  the 
numerous  researches  which  since  Niebuhr's  death  have 
thrown  so  much  light  on  the  subject,  the  present  work 
would  perhaps  never  have  been  undertaken.  Arnold 
possessed  in  the  highest  degree  many  of  the  qualities 
which  such  a  work  requires.  His  stjle  and  mode  of 
treatment  have  a  charm  that  captivates  the  reader  and 
confers  interest  even  on  abstruse  and  troublesome  investi- 
gations; his  writings  exhibit  all  the  dignity  of  history 
without  the  tediousness  which  makes  even  attractive 
subjects  too  often  repulsive ;  he  had  no  need  to  descend 
to  the  level  of  the  pamphleteer  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
dulness.  His  fancy  was  lively;  he  could  picture  to 
himself  and  to  his  readers  the  most  distant  situations,  the 
motives  and  actions  of  men,  and  the  outward  circumstances 
which  formed  their  background.  He  entered  with  warmth 
and  sympathy  into  the  description  of  the  sufiferings,  the 
aspirations,  the  struggles,  triumphs,  and  failures  which 
make  up  the  sum  total  of  the  history  of  our  race,  and 
with  his  own  enthusiasm  he  carried  his  readers  with  him. 
At  the  same  time  his  judgment  was  sound,  his  learning 
Comprehensive,  his  eye  unclouded  by  prejudice  or  para- 
doxical whims.  In  one  respect  he  would,  if  he  had  lived 
longer,  have  removed  objections  that  could  justly  be  made. 
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VIU  PREFACE. 

He  would  have  emancipated  himself  from  the  bondage,  the 
willing  bondage,  to  Niebnhr's  authority ;  he  would  have 
been  the  interpreter  of  his  own  convictions,  and  not  have 
continued  ^  jurare  in  verba  magistri/  But  forty  years  ago 
the  authority  of  Niebuhr  was  too  great  even  for  such  a 
mind  as  Arnold's  to  resist.  Niebuhr  had  resuscitated  in 
Germany  the  independent  search  for  historical  truth, 
which  had  long  lain  dormant ;  and  his  first  disciples  were 
so  penetrated  with  admiration  and  gratitude  that  they 
hardly  dared  to  criticise,  and  certainly  did  not  venture  to 
reject,  even  those  theories  and  speculations  which  they 
acknowledged  or  felt  to  be  supported  neither  by  external 
evidence  nor  by  internal  probability.  Since  that  time  a  long 
line  of  pupils  or  independent  students  has,  especially  in 
Germany,  worked  incessantly  in  the  further  exploration 
of  that  mournful  mass  of  ruins  which  buries  the  fallen 
edifice  of  Roman  greatness.  The  positive  results  of 
Niebuhr's  investigations  have  in  a  hundred  ways  been 
modified,  enlarged,  or  rejected.  To  write  the  history  of 
Rome  at  present  from  Niebuhr's  stand-point  would  be  as 
unprofitable  as  to  go  to  war  with  the  fire-arms  which  were 
considered  perfect  in  the  time  of  the  long  peace.  We  are 
indeed  still  in  the  midst  of  our  improvements.  We  are 
gaining  new  knowledge  every  day  and  discarding  old 
errors ;  but  the  time  seems  not  unfavourable  for  a .  book 
which,  whilst  continuing  the  work  of  independent  research, 
embodies  so  much  of  the  results  of  recent  inquiries  as 
may  be  considered  a  clear  and  permanent  accession  to  our 
stock  of  knowledge. 

The  present  work  is  therefore  intended  to  give  the 
history  of  Rome  in  the  light  of  present  historical  science. 
It  addresses  itself  not  so  much,  or  not  exclusively,  to 
scholars  who  are  themselves  engaged  in  the  same  field,  as 
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PREFACE.  ix 

to  cultivated  readers  who  take  an  interest  in  the  ever 
young  and  fresh  histoiy  of  Eome.  The  author  is  con- 
scious that,  in  beauty  of  expression,  perhaps  in  correctness 
of  style,  he  cannot  rival  Arnold ;  but  he  hopes  that  this 
shortcoming  will  be  compensated  by  the  advance  which 
bas  since  Arnold's  time  been  made  in  the  direction  of 
historical  truth. 

In  the  present  English  edition,  the  author  has  en- 
deavoured to  make,  wherever  they  appeared  necessary, 
such  alterations  and  modifications  as  could  be  introduced 
without  abandoning  the  original  plan.  The  book  is  not  a 
translation  from  the  German  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  author  can  translate  his  own  <^ 
composition.  However  much  a  stranger  may  deem  him- 
self bound  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  text  which  he  is  asked 
to  render  in  another  language,  the  author,  dealing  with 
his  own  composition,  will  not  submit  to  be  his  own  slave ; 
he  will  improve,  enlarge,  curtail,  omit  what  he  thinks 
proper,  and,  above  all,  he  will  correct  errors  into  which 
he  has  fallen — in  fact,  he  will  rewrite  his  work,  and  that 
is  precisely  what  has  been  done  in  the  present  instance. 

In  conclusion,  the  author  desires  to  express  his  obliga- 
tions to  the  Eev.  Geoege  W.  Cox,  who  imdertook  the  task 
of  seeing  the  book  through  the  press,  revising  the  text, 
adding  marginal  notes  and  references,  and  making  many 
valuable  suggestions,  of  which  the  author  has  freely 
availed  himself. 

Writing  this  Preface  almost  within  hearing  of  the  roar  <^ 
of  battles,  which  rivet  the  attention   and   quicken  the 
pulse  not  only  of  those  who  are  directly  interested,  but 
even  of  neutral  lookers-on,    the   author  fears  that  the 
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overwhelming  interest  of  this  gigantic  conflict  between 
Germany  and  Prance  may  for  a  time  divert  the  attention 
of  the  public  from  the  records  of  a  distant  past.  But  the 
storm  will  surely  pass  over;  quiet  will  return,  and  the 
undying  interest  which  cultivated  nations  have  at  all 
times  felt  in  the  history  of  classical  antiquity  will  revive. 
That  this  happy  time  may  come  very  soon  is  a  wish  that 
millions  will  share  with 

THE  AUTHOE. 

Villa  Fblsece,  near  Heidelberg: 
Auffust  6,  1870. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THE   LEGEND   OF  uENEAS. 


When,  according  to  the  counsel  of  the  gods,  Troy  was     chap. 
conqaered  by  the  Greeks,  the  noble  MnesLS^  with  a  number  ^   ^* 


of  Trojans,  fled  from  the  burning  city.     He  carried  his  ^ow 
father  Anchises  on  his  shoulders,  and  led  his  son  Ascanius  Mneaa 
by  the   hand.     Nor  did  he  forget  the  sacred  image  of  ^uadium 
Pallas  which  had  fallen  from  heaven,  but  he  saved  it  from  from  Troy 

to  Italy. 

the  hands  of  the  conquering  enemy.  Therefore  the  gods 
loved  him,  and  Mercury  built  him  a  ship,  which  he  entered 
with  his  family  and  followers,  that  he  might  find  a  new 
home  far  from  Troy.  But  his  mother  Venus  showed  him 
the  direction  in  which  he  should  steer,  for  she  let  ^  her 
star  shine  before  him  till  he  reached  a  distant  coast  in 
Italy,  not  far  from  that  part  where  the  river  Tiber  flows 
into  the  sea.  There  the  star  suddenly  disappeared.  jEneas 
landed  with  his  people,  and  called  the  place  Troy,  in  memory 
of  his  beloved  home. 

The  king  of  the  country  was  called  Latinus.     He  re-  How 
ceived  the  strangers  kindly,  made  a  league  with  jSlneas  made  af 
against  his  enemies,  and  gave  him  his  daughter  Lavinia  lea^ae 
in  marriage.     MnesA  then  built  a  town,  and  called  it  jEneas. 
Lavinium;   and  he  fought  against  the  enemies  of  the 
country,  and  killed  Turnus,  the  king  of  the  Kutuli ;  and 
when  Latinus  had  fallen  in  battle,  iBneas  reigned  in  his 
stead  over  the  united  people  of  the  natives  and  the  Trojans, 
and  he  called  them  Latins  after  the  name  of  Latinus. 

When  he  had  ruled  for  three  years,  he  waged  a  war  Of  the  war 
against  Mezentius,  the  king  of  the  Etruscans  in  Caere.  Mwentius 


1  SerFius,  ad  Virgil,  ^n.,  i.  382. 
i»2 
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Then  it  came  to  pass  that  in  a  battle  on  the  river  Nu- 
mieins  a  storm  and  sudden  darkness  separated  the  com- 
the  king  of  hatants.  When  it  became  light  again  and  they  looked  for 
~  jEneas,  he  was  nowhere  to  be  fonnd.  Then  his  people 
saw  that  the  gods  had  taken  him  to  themselves,  and  they 
bnilt  him  an  altar,  and  worshipped  him  firom  that  time 
as  the  *  native  Jupiter.* 

But  Ascanius  the  son  of  ^neas,  who  was  also  called 
lulus,  left  the  town  of  Lavinium  after  thirty  years,  and 
built  a  new  city,  high  on  the  hiU  near  a  deep  lake ;  and 
he  called  the  town  Alba  Longa,  and  there  he  and  his  de- 
scendants reigned  three  hundred  years  over  the  whole 
country  of  the  Latins  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea,  and 
all  the  Latin  towns  were  subject  to  Alba.  There  were 
thirty  of  them,  and  they  formed  a  league  amongst  them- 
selves, and  Alba  was  the  chief  town  of  the  league,  and 
upon  the  summit  of  the  Alban  hiU  they  built  a  temple  to 
Jupiter  Latiaris,  for  thus  King  Latinus  was  caUed  after 
his  death  when  he  had  become  a  god.  In  this  temple  the 
thirty  Latin  towns  offered  up  an  annual  sacrifice  and 
celebrated  games  in  honour  of  the  god.  But  the  sacred 
relics  of  Troy,  which  -ähieas  had  rescued,  remained  stiU 
in  Lavinium,  the  first  place  in  Latium  where  they  were 
worshipped ;  and  whenever  they  were  carried  away  from 
it  to  Alba  Longa,  they  returned  of  their  own  accord  to 
Lavinium  in  the  night.  So  Lavinium  remained  a  sacred 
town  among  the  Latins,  and  the  priests  offered  up  yearly 
sacrifices  for  the  whole  of  Latium  in  the  sanctuaries  of 
the  Penates  and  the  Lares,  the  tutelary  gods  of  the  Latin 
race. 


General 
acceptance 
of  the 
Btoiy  of 
Mneaa  as 
an  his- 
torical 
tradition. 


OAtical  Examination  of  the  Legend  of  JEneas. 

In  the  period  of  contemporary  history  the  immigration 
of  MaesjA  and  the  Trojan  colony  was  considered  in  Kome 
an  undoubted  fact.  It  was  publicly  recognised  by  the 
state  as  early  as  the  first  Punic  War.  At  that  time  the 
Senate  interceded  with  the  -äJtolians  in  fevour  of  the 
Acamanians,  because  among  all  the  Greeks  the  Acamanians 
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Lad  been  the  only  people  who  had  not  taken  part  in  the  CHAP. 
irar  against  Troy.*  On  several  occasions  the  Bomans  /  - 
conferred  fayours  on  the  people  of  Ilium  on  the  ground  of 
their  being  of  a  kindred  race.  Many  of  the  Boman 
&milies  were  proud  to  trace  their  descent  from  the  Trojan 
colonists,  and  when  the  Julian  house  rose  to  the  highest 
position  in  the  state,  the  legend  of  ^neas  acquired  more 
and  more  splendour  and  importance.  At  last  it  was 
celebrated  by  Virgil,  and  so  interwoven  with  the  existence 
and  greatness  of  Borne  that  through  the  whole  of  antiquity 
and  the  middle  ages,  and  in  fact  up  to  the  time  of  the  rise 
of  historical  critiGism,  it  was  universally  recognised  as  an 
authentic  tradition.  Nevertheless,  it  can  be  satisfactorily 
proved  that  the  legend,  even  in  those  parts  which  do  not 
contain  anything  supernatural,  is  devoid  of  all  historical 
foundation,  and  owes  its  origin  wholly  and  entirely  to  the 
imagination. 

The  Boman  legend  of  iBneas  is  one  of  a  numerous  class  Legends  of 
of  myths,  which  are  found  in  different  places,  especially  JJ^®  Trqjau 
on  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  which  trace 
the  foundation  of  towns  back  to  the  heroic  age  of  Greece. 
The  splendour  of  the  epic  poetry  of  Greece,  especially  that 
of  Homer,  was  reflected  on  the  islands  and  sea-coasts  of 
the  far  West,  where  in  the  course  of  centuries  Greek 
sailors  had  ventured  or  Greek  emigrants  had  settled. 
Everywhere  the  settlers  took  their  gods  and  their  heroes 
with  them,  and  even  the  surrounding  barbarians  were  glad 
to  exchange  the  shadowy  forms  of  their  own  mythology 
and  past  history  for  the  brilliant  heroes  of  Greece  or 
Troy. 

Among  the  innumerable  city-legends  connected  with  Cause's 
the  Greek  and  Trojan  heroes  of  the  epic  age,  that  of  ppomin^*^* 
the  building  of  Borne  has  nothing  especially  to  recom-  encetothe 
mend  it,    on  the   score  of  inherent  probability  or  ex-  ^^. 
temal  proof.     Nothing  but  the  greatness  of  Bome  rescued 
it  from  the  obscurity  in  which  the  other  legends  were 

'  Other  instances  are  quoted  bj  Schwegler,  Som.  Creich.,  i.  305. 
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buried  by  the  lapse  of  time.  K,  instead  of  Rome,  Tus- 
culum  had  become  the  mistress  of  the  world,  .^neas 
and  his  Trojans  would  have  been  forgotten,  and  Tele- 
gonus,  the  son  of  Ulysses,  would  most  probably  have 
occupied  the  place  of  founder  of  the  Empire.  In  that 
case,  instead  of  the  ^neid,  we  should  have  had  songs 
celebrating  Telegonus,  and  the  noble  families  of  Tusculum 
would  have  derived  their  descent  from  the  companions  of 
the  far-travelled  Ulysses. 

If  we  ask  for  the  actual  evidence  of  the  Trojan  immi- 
gration, we  find  that  the  older  Greek  authors,  from 
Homer  downwards,  know  nothing  of  it,  and  indirectly 
contradict  the  Roman  legend  by  making  -äJneas  rule  as 
king,  and  die  either  in  his  own  country  or  in  other  places. 

The  pretended  settlements  of  -3Eneas  are  as  numerous 
as  the  towns  which  by  their  names  seem  to  refer  either  to 
him  or  to  his  father  Anchises,  or  to  one  of  his  com- 
panions. Thus  it  was  said  that  he  founded  the  town 
of  -äJnos  in  Thrace,  the  town  of  ^nea  in  Chalcldice ;  and 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cumse  he  landed  on  the 
island  ^naria.  In  many  places  his  tomb  was  shown,  but 
more  especially  the  numerous  temples  of  his  divide 
mother,  Venus,  found  along  the  coast  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, were  ascribed  to  him  as  their  founder.  While 
the  older  Greek  authors  know  nothing  of  ^neas  as 
settling  in  Latium,  we  do  not  meet  with  any  noteworthy 
writer  who  mentions  this  event  before  the  third  century 
B.C.  The  Greek  historian  Timseus  is  the  first  who  dis- 
tinctly refers  to  the  settlement  of  -3Eneas  in  Italy,  and 
the  poet  Naevius,  a  little  later,  is  the  first  Roman  autho- 
rity. There  is  therefore  no  reasonable  ground  for  sup- 
posing that  for  the  space  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  years 
the  legend  of  ^neas  had  any  existence  at  all.  It  would 
be  useless  to  dwell  longer  on  a  narrative  which  in  itself 
is  so  utterly  void  of  historical  foundation  and  internal 
probability,  and  which  in  fact  is  only  interesting  be- 
cause in  later  times  it  was  part  of  the  national  belief. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  LEGEND  OF  -ENEAS. 


and  exercised  an  influence  on  the  literature  and  politics     CHAP. 
of  Home.  *  ^-^  J > 


The  legend  of  a  Trojan  settlement  in  Latium  in  the  Many 
form  given  above  was  the  most  generally  received,  but  by  [he"i^nd 
no  means  the  only  version  of  the  legend  of  -älneas.  No  less  ^^  -apneas. 
than  eighteen  different  forms  of  the  legend  of  the  founda- 
tion of  Eome  connect  it  directly  with  the  wanderings  of 
^nea.s  or  Ulysses,  and  place  it  therefore  in  the  Trojan  age. 
This  conception  was  undoubtedly  the  oldest.  But  when  the 
Bomans  discovered  from  the  chronological  tables  of  Greece 
that  many  centuries  intervened  between  the  destruction  of 
Troy  and  the  commencement  of  the  period  of  the  Boman 
kings,  they  found  it  necessary  to  fill  up  the  gap  by  an 
imaginary  line  of  Alban  kings,  and  to  place  the  Trojan 
immigration  at  a  period  anterior  to  the  foundation  of 
Borne.  It  appears  that  in  Bome  the  descent  of  the  founder 
from  Alba  was  a  received  national  tradition,  before  anybody 
thought  of  tracing  it  to  -aJneas.  The  connexion  with  Alba 
could  not  therefore  be  set  aside,  else  it  would  have  been 
easy  to  make  .Sbieas  sail  into  the  Tiber  and  found  Bome, 
and  in  that  case  a  line  of  Boman  instead  of  Alban  kings 
might  have  been  invented  to  connect  -äJneas  with  Bomulus. 
It  is  therefore  quite  clear  that  the  legend  of  .^neas  is  of 
a  comparatively  recent  date,  later  at  least  than  the  story 
of  Bomulas  and  Bemus  as  the  sons  of  the  Alban  Vestal 
virgin.  It  did  not  arise,  in  all  probability,  before  the 
Bomans  became  acquainted  with  the  Italian  Greeks ;  and 
after  it  had  passed  through  the  most  varied  and  capricious 
forms,  it  at  last  assumed  that  shape  in  which,  its  principal 
features  being  preserved,  it  became  the  national  belief  of  the 
Bomans. 

1  Schwegler,  Bom.  Geaeh,,  i.  279-336,  and  Sir  G.  G.  Lewis,  Cred'Miiy  of 
the  Early  Roman  History,  i.  298-362.  These  two  writers  have  thoroughly 
exhausted  the  subject  and  settled  the  question. 
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BOOK  Now  when  the  time  was  fulfilled  in  which,  according  to  the 
^ — .: — f  decree  of  the  gods,  Borne  should  be  built,  it  came  to  pass 
Of  the  feud  *^**'  ^^T  the  death  of  Procas,  the  king  of  Alba,  a  quarrel 
between      arose    between  his    two    sons    concerning   the    throne. 

Amoliiis  , 

and  Amulius,  the  younger,  took  the  government  from  his  elder 

Numitor.  brother  Numitor,  killed  his  son  and  made  his  daughter 
Ehea  Silvia  a  priestess  of  Vesta,  to  the  end  that  she  should 
remain  a  virgin  all  her  life,  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
goddess  who  presides  over  the  city-hearth  and  loves  purily 
and  chastity  in  those  who  serve  her.  But  the  wicked  king 
was  not  able  to  oppose  the  will  of  the  gods.  For  Mars, 
the  god  of  war,  loved  the  virgin,  and  she  bore  twins. 
When  Amulius  heard  this,  he  ordered  the  mother  to  be 
killed  and  the  twins  to  be  thrown  into  the  river  Tiber. 
But  the  water  had  risen  and  had  formed  shallow  pools 
along  the  banks  where  it  flowed  but  slowly.  Here  the 
servants  of  the  king  placed  the  basket  with  the  children 
in  the  water,  thinking  that  it  would  float  down  with  the 
stream  and  then  sink.  But  the  gods  watched  over  the 
children,  and  the  basket  floated  to  the  foot  of  the  Palatine 
hUl,  near  the  cave  of  the  god  Lupercus,  and  was  caught  by 
the  branches  of  a  fig-tree.  This  was  the  Buminal  fig-tree, 
which  continued  to  grow  for  centuries,  and  bore  witness  to 
the  miracle.  The  waters  of  the  river  now  fell  rapidly,  and 
the  two  boys  remained  on  dry  land. 
Of  the  Attracted  by  their  cry,  there  came  a  she-wolf  out  of  the 

Romulufl^^  cave  of  Lupercus  and  suckled  the  children  with  her  own 
and  Remus  milk,  and  licked  them  with  her  tongue.    And  when  Faus- 
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talxiBy  a  shepherd  who  tended  his  flocks  hard  hj,  saw  it,     CHAP, 
he  scared  away  the  animal  and  brought  the  children  to         /  _r 
his  wife  Acca  Laurentia,  and  called  them  Bomulus  and  andofthä 
fiemns,  and  brought  them  up  as  his  own  children.     When  punUhiDg 
the  boys  were  grown  up,  they  distinguished  themselves  Amuliiw. 
among  the  shepherds  of  that  country  by  their  strength 
and  courage;  and  they  protected  the  weak  against  the 
strong  who  went  out  to  pulage  and  plunder.    Then  it  came 
to  pass  that  their  enemies  lay  in  wait  for  them  while  they 
were  celebrating  the  festival  of  the  god  Pan.    And  Bemus 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  brought  before  his  grand&ther 
Numitor,  and  accused  of  having  injured  his  cattle.     But 
Eomulus  escaped.     Then  Faustulus  delayed  no  longer, 
but  told  Somulus  of  his  mother  and  how  he  was  destined 
to    death    by  Amulius   and    miraculously  saved.      And 
Romulus  and  his  followers  forced  their  way  into  the  town 
of  Alba,  and  set  his  brother  free,  and  the  two  brothers 
slew  the  unjust  and   cruel  Amulius,   and  placed  their 
grandfather  Numitor  again  upon  the  throne. 

But  the  brothers  would  not  remain  in  Alba,  and  deter-  Of  the  city 
mined  to  build  a  new  city  on  one  of  the  seven  huls  by  the  the'twin  ^ 
Tiber,  near  the  spot  where  they  had  grown  up  among  the  ^«>^*ierB. 
shepherds,  and  they  were  joined  by  many  from  Alba  and 
from  the  whole  country  of  the  Latins. 

^ow,  as  Bomulus  and  Bemus  were  twins,  and  as  neither  How 
would  yield  to  the  other  in  honour  and  power,  there  arose  Bia™"b7** 
a  quarrel  between  them  and  their  followers   which  of  Komuluß. 
them  should  give  his  name  to  the  new  town  and  govern 
it    And  they  determined  to  let  the  gods  decide  by  a  sign 
from  the  sacred  birds.     Then  Eomulus  with  his  followers 
observed  the  heavens  from  the  Palatine  hill,  and  Bemus 
took  his  station  on  the  Aventine,  and  thus  they  both 
waited  for  a  sign  from  heaven,  from  midnight  until  morn- 
ing.    Then  there  appeared  to  Bemus  six  vultures ;  and  he 
rejoiced  and  sent  messengers  to  his  brother  announcing 
that  the  gods  had  decided  in  his  favour.     But  at  the  same 
moment  Bomulus  saw  twelve  vultures,  and  therefore  it  was 
plain  that  the  gods  gave  the  preference  to  Bomulus. 
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Therefore  he  built  the  town  on  the  Palatine  hill,  and 
called  it  Borne  after  his  own  name,  and  drew  a  furrow 
round  it  with  the  sacred  plough,  and  along  by  the  furrow 
he  built  a  wall  and  dug  a  trench.  But  when  Eemus  saw 
the  doings  of  his  brother,  he  mocked  him,  and  leaped  over 
the  wall  and  the  trench  to  show  him  how  easily  the  town 
might  be  taken.  Then  Eomulus  was  wroth  and  slew  his 
brother  and  said,  *  Thus  may  it  be  with  anyone  who  dares 
to  cross  these  walls.'  And  this  remained  a  warning  word 
for  all  future  times,  that  no  enemy  should  venture  to 
attack  Bome  unpunished. 

Afber  this  Bomulus  opened  a  place  of  refuge  on  the 
Capitoline  hill.  And  there  came  a  great,  many  robbers 
and  fugitives  of  all  kinds  from  all  the  surrounding  nations, 
and  Bomulus  received  them  all  and  protected  them  and 
made  them  citizens  of  his  town. 

But  there  was  a  lack  of  women  in  the  new  community. 
Therefore  Bomulus  sent  messengers  to  the  towns  round 
about  asking  the  neighbours  to  give  their  daughters  in 
marriage  to  the  Bomans.  But  the  messengers  were  sent 
back  contemptuously,  and  they  were  told  that  there  could 
be  no  union  and  no  friendship  with  a  band  of  robbers  and 
outcasts.  When  Bomulus  heard  this  answer  he  hid  his 
anger,  and  invited  the  dwellers  round  about  to  come  to 
Bome  with  their  wives  and  children  to  see  the  games 
which  the  Bomans  wished  to  celebrate  in  honour  of  the 
god  Census ;  and  a  great  number  of  Sabines  and  others 
came ;  and  when  all  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  games 
Bomulus  gave  his  people  a  sign  which  had  been  agreed 
upon.  And  suddenly  there  rushed  out  a  number  of  armed 
men,  who  surrounded  the  place  and  carried  away  the 
young  women  of  the  Sabines.  But  the  parents  of  the 
women  hurried  away  from  Bome  with  curses  against  the 
faithless  town,  and  swore  to  take  vengeance  on  Bomulus 
and  on  his  people. 

First  the  men  of  CeBnina  rose,  and  would  not  wait  until 
the  others  were  ready  for  war,  but  sent  out  an  army  to  lay 
waste  the  Boman  land.     But  Bomulus  went  out  against 
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them  and  drove  them  back,  and  slew  Acren  their  king  with     CHAP. 

Ms  own    hand.     Then  he  returned  triumphantly  to  the  , ^ . 

citj,  bearing  the  armour  of  the  slain  king  on  a  pole,  and 
brought  it  as  an  offering  to  Jupiter.  Thus  Eomulus 
celebrated  his  first  triumph  over  his  enemies  in  the  first 
war  which  he  waged  as  a  sign  that  Eome  would  subdue 
all  her  foes. 

Now  when  the  men  of  Crustumerium  and  Antemnse  also  The  stoiy 
went  forth  to  take  their  revenge  on  the  Eomans  for  the  Tatiu8*and 
rape  of  the  women,  Bomulus  marched  against  them  and  Tarpeia. 
subdued  them  in  easy  combat.  But  the  Sabines,  who 
lived  further  up  the  mountains  in  the  direction  of  Cures, 
did  not  go  forth  till  they  had  gathered  a  powerful  army. 
And  their  king,  Titus  Tatius,  pressed  forward  and  en- 
camped on  the  Quirinal  hill,  which  lies  opposite  the 
Capitol.  Now,  one  day,  when  Tarpeia,  the  daughter  of  the 
Koman  captain  on  the  Capitol,  had  gone  out  to  draw 
water,  the  Sabines  be^ed  of  her  to  open  a  gate  and  to 
let  them  into  the  citadel.  This  Tarpeia  promised,  having 
made  them  swear  that  they  should  give  her  what  they 
wore  on  their  left  arms,  meaning  thereby  their  gold 
armlets  and  rings.  Whereupon,  when  the  Sabines  had  pene- 
trated into  the  citadel,  they  Ärew  their  heavy  shields  which 
they  wore  on  their  left  arms  on  Tarpeia  and  killed  her 
with  their  weight.    So  the  traitress  met  with  her  reward. 

Now  when  the  Sabines  had  won  the  Capitol,  they  fought  Of  Mettus 
with  the  Eomans  who  lived  on  the   Palatine,  and   the  a^dHostus 
fighting  was  up  and  down  in  the  valley  which  separates  Hostilius.    • 
the  two  mountains.     The  champion  of  the  Sabines  was 
MettuH  Curtius,  and  that  of  the  Eomans  Hostus  Hostilius. 
When  Hostus  fell,  the  Eomans  were  seized  with  a  panic, 
and  they  fied  back  to  the  Palatine,  carrying  Eomulus  with 
them  in  their  flight.    But  at  the  gate  of  the  town  Eomulus 
stopped,  raised  his  hands  to  heaven,  and  vowed  that  he 
would  build  a  temple  on  this  spot  dedicated  to  Jupiter 
Stator,  that  is,  the  Stayer  of  Plight,*  if  he  would  be  helpful 

^  This  explanation  of  the  word  Stator,  which  is  the  origin  of  the  legend  in 
^e  text,  is  rei^  doubtful.   Cicero  (1  CatU.  3)  takes  it  to  mean  the  Estabbsher 
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BOOK  to  the  Eomans.  And  behold,  as  if  a  voice  from  heaven  had 
—  /  -.  commanded  them,  the  Eomans  stayed  their  flight,  tamed 
round  against  the  advancing  Sabines,  and  drove  them 
back  against  the  Capitoline  hill.  Then  it  came  to  pass, 
that  Mettus  Cnrtius  sank  with  his  horse  into  the  marsh, 
which  then  covered  the  lower  part  of  the  valley,  and  lie 
almost  perished  in  the  marsh.  And  the  place  where  this 
happened  was  called  for  ever  after  the  Lake  of  Curtins. 
How  the  When  the  battle  had  come  to  a  standstill,  and  Somane 
BteyeTby  **^^  Sabines  were  facing  each  other  and  ready  to  begL 
the  Sabine  the  battle  afresh,  behold,  the  Sabine  women  rushed  be- 
tween the  combatants,  praying  their  fathers  and  brothers 
on  the  one  side,  and  their  husbands  on  the  other,  to  end 
the  bloody  strife  or  to  turn  their  arms  against  them,  the 
cause  of  the  slaughter.  Then  the  men  were  all  quiet,  for 
they  thought  the  advice  of  the  women  reasonable ;  and 
the  chiefs  on  each  side  came  forward  and  consisted  to- 
gether, and  made  peace ;  and  to  put  an  end  to  all  disputes 
for  ever,  they  decided  to  make  one  people  of  the  Bomans 
and  Sabines,  and  to  live  peaceably  together  aa  citizens  of 
one  town.  Thus  the  Sabines  remained  in  Bome,  and  the 
city  was  doubled  in  size  and  in  the  number  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  Titus  Tatius,  the  Siibine  king,  reigned  jointly 
with  Bomulus.  But  as  Tatius  and  his  people  came  from 
Cures,  the  city  of  the  Sabines,  high  up  among  the  moun- 
tains, the  united  people  was  called  the  Boman  people  of 
the  Quirites,  and  the  name  remained  in  use  for  all  times. 
Of  the  After  this  Tatius  had  a  quarrel  with  the  men  of  Lau- 

Romulus^  rentum,  and  when  he  brought  offerings  to  the  sanctuary 
made  for  of  the  Penates  at  Lavinium,  he  was  slain  by  the  Lauren« 
IS  peop  e.  ^jj^gg^  From  that  time  Bomulus  governed  alone  over  the 
two  peoples,  and  he  made  laws  to  govern  them  in  peace 
and  war.  First  of  all  he  divided  them  into  nobles  and 
commons ;  the  nobles  he  called  Patricians,  and  the  com- 
mons  Plebeians.     Then  he  divided  the  Patricians  into 

and  Founder  of  the  City.  *  Tu  Jupiter,  qui  iisdem,  quibus  hsec  urbs,  auspiciis  a 
Romulo  es  constitutus,  quern  Statorem  hujus  urbis  atque  imperii  rere  nomi- 
namus/  &c  For  another  explanation  see  Cox,  Mythology  of  the  Aryan  Nations, 
i.  341. 
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three  ixibes,  the  Bamnians,  the  Titians,  and  the  Lucerans,     CHAP. 


II. 


and  in  each  of  these  tribes  he  made  ten  divisions,  which 
he  called  Caries.  And  when  the  Patricians  assembled  to- 
gether to  administer  justice  and  to  make  laws,  they  came 
each  in  his  cnria  and  gave  their  votes,  and  the  votes  of 
each  cnria  were  counted,  and  what  the  greater  number 
had  decided,  that  was  taken  to  be  the  wish  of  each  curia« 
All  the  Patricians  were  equal  among  themselves,  and 
every  &ther  of  a  family  governed  those  of  his  own  house, 
his  wife,  his  children,  and  his  slaves ;  having  power  over 
life  and  death.  And  several  families  united  together  and 
formed  Houses,  and  the  houses  had  their  own  sanctuaries, 
customs,  and  laws.  But  the  Plebeians  Bomulus  portioned 
out  as  tenants  and  dependants  among  the  Patricians,  and 
called  them  Clients,  and  commanded  them  to  serve  their 
masters  faithfully,  and  to  help  them  in  peace  and  in  war ; 
and  the  Patricians  he  recommended  to  protect  their  Clients 
against  all  injustice,  and  on  that  account  he  called  them 
Patrons,  that  is.  Protectors.  And  from  among  the  Patri- 
cians he  chose  a  hundred  of  the  oldest  and  wisest  men  to 
be  his  Council  of  Senators,  that  is.  Elders,  and  to  advise 
him  on  all  great  matters  of  state,  and  to  help  him  to 
govern  the  city  in  time  of  peace.  But  out  of  the  young 
men  he  chose  a  legion  or  army  of  3,000  foot  soldiers  and 
300  horsemen;  according  to  the  number  of  the  three 
tribes  and  the  thirty  curies,  out  of  every  curia  100  foot 
soldiers  and  ten  horsemen,  and  for  the  captain  of  the 
horsemen  he  chose  a  Tribune  of  the  Celeres,  for  Celeres  was 
the  name  of  the  horsemen. 

After  the  city  had  been  so  ordered  and  made  strong  to  Of  the 
defend  her  freedom,  Eomulus  governed  wisely  and  justly  Fidwue? 
for  many  years,  and  was  beloved  by  his  people  as  a  father. 
He  conquered  his  enemies  in  many  wars,  and  won  Fidensa, 
an  Etruscan  town  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tiber,  not  far 
from  Bome. 

Now  when  all  that  Eomulus  had  to  carry  out  was  ftil-  How 
filled  according  to  the  will  of  the  gods,  it  came  to  pass  was  taken 
that  he  assembled  the  people  to  a  festival  of  atonement  at  ^J^^^ 
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BOOK     the  Goat-pool,  on  the  field  of  Mars,  which  extends  from 


I 


the  town  towards  the  north,  even  to  the  Tiber.  Then 
there  ^.rose  suddenly  a  fearful  storm,  and  the  snn  was 
darkened,  and  out  of  the  clouds  came  lightning,  and  the 
earth  quaked  with  the  thunder.  And  the  people  were 
frightened,  and  waited  anxiously  till  the  storm  should 
clear  away.  But  when  daylight  returned  Eomulus  had 
disappeared  and  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  And  his 
people  mourned  for  him.  Then  Proculus  Julius,  an 
honourable  man,  came  to  them  and  said  that  Eomulus 
had  appeared  to  him  as  a  god,  bidding  him  tell  his  people 
not  to  mourn  for  him,  but  to  worship  him  as  Quirinus,  to 
practise  valour  and  all  warlike  virtues,  that  they  might 
please  him  and  might  gain  for  themselves  the  power  over 
all  other  nations.  Then  the  Eomans  rejoiced,  and  erected 
on  the  Quirinal  hill  an  altar  to  the  god  Quirinus,  and 
worshipped  him  as  their  national  hero  and  their  protector 
for  ever  afterwards. 

Critical  Examination  of  the  Legend  of  Romulus. 

The  story  In  the  preceding  pages  we  have  given  the  legend  of 
not  lüsto!""  ^^ö  foundation  of  the  town  in  its  principal  features,  as  it 
rical.  y^as  probably  first  related  by  the  oldest  Eoman  historians, 

Q.  Pabius  Pictor  and  L.  Cincius  Alimentus,  in  the  time  of 
the  second  Punic  war.     We  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that 
it  can  make  no  claims  to  historical  authenticity. 
Eufime-  The  Eomans  of  the  later  republic  already  had  given  up 

pretation  "  ^^  untenable  all  that  was  miraculous  in  the  legend  of 
of  the  Eomulus,  but  they  fancied  that  by  a  rationalistic  inter- 
pretation of  the  supernatural  they  could  gain  a  plausible 
account  of  at  least  possible  or  probable  events.  The  God 
of  War  was  explained  away.  It  was  not  Mars  who  loved 
the  Vestal  virgin  and  became  the  father  of  the  twin- 
founders  of  Eome,  but  some  stranger  disguised  as  Mars 
frightened  and  deceived  Ehea  Silvia.*  The  miraculous 
nurse  of  the  children  was  not  a  she-wolf  but  a  woman 

*  Dionyaius,  i.  77. 
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of  ill  repute,  for  lupa  was  the  name  for  both.*  Romulua  CHAP, 
was  not  taken  away  from  the  earth  by  the  gods,  but  the  /  - 
patricians  being  dissatisfied  with  him,  killed  him,  cut  him 
in  pieces,  and  carried  these  pieces  away  under  their 
clothes.*  In  those  parts  of  the  legend  which  contained 
nothing  supernatural  these  critics  saw  no  di£Sculty,  and 
so  they  flattered  themselves  that  they  had  worked  out  a 
genuine  history  of  Bomulus. 

Such  a  proceeding  cannot  satisfy  us.  The  first  question  Laws  of 
which  historical  criticism  suggests  is  an  inquiry  into  the  ^^"^ . 
evidence  for  an  asserted  fact,  and  the  second  is  that  of  its 
internal  probability.  All  evidence  must  in  the  end  be 
traceable  to  contemporaries  and  eye-witnesses,  and  it  must 
be  such  that  the  judgment  and  truthfulness  of  the 
witnesses  cannot  be  called  in  question.  It  is  clear  that 
no  evidence  whatever  can  prove  that  which  to  our  com- 
prehension appears  impossible.  Writers,  therefore,  who 
relate  historical  miracles,  though  they  may  claim  to  have 
been  eye-witnesses,  must  be  supposed  to  have  been  deceived 
or  to  wish  to  deceive.  Where  trustworthy  evidence  of 
contemporaries  is  wanting,  and  where  the  second  or  third 
hand  evidence  is  full  of  contradictions,  improbabilities, 
chronological  and  other  errors,  it  were  vain  to  believe  that 
the  story  has  any  historical  foundation. 

No  written  chronicles  dating  as  far  back  as  the  regal  Roman 
period  ever  existed  in  Eome.'  The  date  of  the  first  histo-  ^^^" 
rical  documents  of  the  time  of  the  republic  is  extremely 
doubtful.  So  much,  however,  is  certain,  that  they  referred 
to  contemporary  events,  and  not  to  times  long  past.  The 
writing  of  History,  properly  so  called,  was  begun  in  Eome 
at  a  comparatively  late  period.  The  Bomans,  with  all 
their  attachment  to  old  forms,  customs,  and  laws,  were 
deficient  in  the  real  historical  spirit,  and  especially  in 

'  LirjT,  i.  4.    Dionysina,  i.  84.    Plutarch,  Rom.,  4. 

«  Livy,  i.  16.  Cicero,  De  JJtfp.,  ii.  10.  Dionysius,  ii.  66.  Plutarch,  Bom., 
27. 

*  See  Schwegler,  Mm.  Gesch.,  i.  book  i.  Concerning  two  alleged  inscriptionfl 
of  the  time  of  Servius  ToUius  and  Tarquinins  Superbus,  see  below  chaps,  yii. 
and  yiii. 
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BOOK  critical  investigation.^  The  old««t  annalistic  acconnts  of 
^  past  events,  i.«.  accounts  in  the  form  of  annnal  reports, 
did  not  go  further  back  than  the  beginning  of  the  repub- 
lic. Into  the  origin  of  the  state  nobody  thought  it  worth 
while  to  inquire  before  Borne  had  risen  in  power  and 
dignity  abo^^  Use  other  towns  of  Latium.  When  this  was 
first  attempted,  not  only  the  events  but  the  laws  and 
institutions  of  the  regal  period,  the  old  religion  vdth  its 
customs,  its  gods,  and  even  its  language,  had  been  for- 
gotten or  had  become  for  the  most  part  unintelligible. 
The  first  connected  history  of  the  foundation  of  Borne  of 
which  we  have  any  knowledge,  that  of  Fabius  Pictor,  dates 
from  the  time  of  the  second  Punic  war,  and  is  therefore 
500  years  later  than  the  alleged  date  for  the  founding 
of  Bome.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  when  Eabios 
wrote,  the  story  of  Bomulus  was  commonly  received ;  for 
in  the  year  458  after  the  foundation  of  Bome,  t.e.  296  b.c., 
a  bronze  cast  representing  the  suckling  she-wolf  and 
the  tvrins  was  set  up  at  the  foot  of  the  Palatine  hill.^ 
For  a  period  therefore  of  at  least  four  centuries  we  can 
discover  no  trace  of  the  legend  of  Bomulus  in  any  monu- 
ments or  authentic  records.  There  is,  for  the  whole  of 
this  long  period,  nothing  but  oral  tradition  by  which  the 
memory  of  historical  events  of  the  time  of  Bomulus  could 
have  been  preserved  and  handed  down,  and  to  oral  tradi- 
tion alone  we  are  therefore  compelled  fco  trust  if  we  would 
make  out  a  *  history '  of  the  foundation  of  Bome. 

'  Aß  the  alleged  written  documents  from  the  regal  period  are  worthless,  so, 
of  course,  the  pretended  historical  relics  of  that  time  are  of  no  value  whatever. 
The  old  Bomans  were  as  fond  collectors  and  worshippers  of  relics  as  their 
Boman  Catholic  descendants  are  at  the  present  day.  The  ship  in  which 
^neas  sailed  from  Troy  to  Latium  was  preserved  and  shown,  even  down  to 
the  time  of  the  Emperors  (Procop,  BeU.  Goth.  iv.  22) ;  and  the  body  of  the 
sow  which  guided  him  to  the  spot  where  his  city  was  to  be  built,  was  pre- 
served in  pickle  at  Lavinium  (Varro,  De  R.  Ä,  ii.  4) ;  there  was  the  thatched 
cottage  (Dionysius,  i.  79),  and  the  augural  staff  of  Romulns  (Cicero,  De  Divin., 
i.  17;  Plutarch,  Rom.  22),  the  Ruminal  fig-tree  which  caught  with  its 
branches  the  basket  with  the  twins  (Livy,  x.  23),  the  tree  which  had  grown 
out  of  Romulus'  spear,  when  he  hurled  it  against  the  Palatine  hill  (Plutarch, 
Som.,  20 ;  Servius,  ad  Virg.  JS«.  iii.  46),  and  similar  relics.  An  interesting 
catalogue  of  such  prehistoric  relics  might  be  made,  but  they  contribute  nothing 
to  our  knowledge  of  the  prehistoric  period.  *  Livy,  x.  23. 
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We  shall  not  rashly  ventnre  on  such  an  undertaking,  if    CHAP, 
we  bear  in  mind  how  fast,  and  how  easily,  even  in  times  x« — ^ — ' 


of  great  literary  activity,  historical  events  fall  into  oblivion, 
or  are  strangely  distorted  by  the  uneducated,  whose 
memory  is  not  guided  and  corrected  by  written  documents." 

Now,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  poetry,  in  the  absence  of  Character 
writing,  is  calculated  to  keep  up  tradition  in  a  compara-  ^5|i™p  ^ 
tively  pure  and  genuine  form.  Popular  songs  in  praise  of  traditions. 
heroes  of  the  past  may  live  for  centuries  in  the  mouth  of  the 
people,  and  may  save  many  an  event  from  oblivion.  It  has 
been  conjectured,  therefore,  that  there  existed  in  Eome  at 
a  very  ea^ly  period  a  great  national  epic  poem,  and  that  the 
oldest  annalists  drew  some  of  their  facts  from  poems  of  this 
sort,  which  recorded  the  exploits  of  Eomulus  and  other 
great  men,  mixed  up  with  fiction,  but  by  no  means  entirely 
fictitious.  This  hypothesis  was  set  up  by  Niebuhr,  and  it 
met  with  much  approval.  But  at  present  it  is  ahuos 
universally  abandoned,  and  for  very  good  reasons.^  There 
is  in  favour  of  it  neither  sufficient  external  evidence  nor 
internal  probability.  The  character  of  the  narrative 
itself  speaks  against  it,  for,  with  few  exceptions,  it  is 
destitute  of  all  poetical  elements ;  it  is  dry,  bald,  jejune, 
unimaginative — in  one  word,  unpoetical.  It  is  really 
nothing  more  than  a  string  of  tales,  in  which  an  attempt 
is  made  to  explain  old  names,  religious  ceremonies  and 
monuments,  political  institutions  and  antiquities,  and  to 
account  for  their  origin. 

Thus  even  the  name  of  the  founder  of  Eome  is  evidently  Epony- 

derived  from  the  name  of  the  town,  not  contrariwise,  as  heroes. 

the  legend  has  it.'    In  a  similar  manner,  all  the  nations 

of  antiquity  invented  a  legendary  ancestor  for  themselves ; 

the  Dorians  claimed  descent  from  Dorus,  the  lonians  from 

Ion,  the  Latins  from  Latinus,  and  the  Sabines  from  Sabus. 

Of  course  the  Bomans  had  their  own  progenitor,  who 

appropriately  was  called  Eomus  or  Eomulus. 

The  miraculous  portion  of  the  legend  of  Eomulus,  of  Super- 
natural 

1  See  Schwegler,  jffow.  Ge^ch.,  i.  42.  «  Ibid.  63.  »  Ibid.  418. 
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course,  does  not  deserve  serious  consideration.  It  is  con- 
nected with  local  sanctuaries  and  with  the  religious  con- 
ceptions of  the  shepherds  on  the  Tiber,  and  is  not  more 
historical  than  are  the  myths  of  Herakles,  Theseus,  Janus, 
Satumus,  and  Latinus. 

The  story  of  the  asylum  is  of  a  different  kind.  There 
is  nothing  supernatural  in  it,  and  though  it  was  not  flat- 
tering to  the  Eoman  pride,  it  was  never  doubted  by  the 
Bomans.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  that 
it  deserves  no  more  credit  than  the  legend  of  the  suckling 
she-wolf.  It  is  strange  at  the  very  outset  that  the  legend 
of  the  asylum  is  at  variance  with  the  alleged  descent  of 
the  Bomans  from  Alba.  How  can  one  imagine  that  a 
colony  founded  by  the  heirs  of  the  Alban  kings  could  be 
so  forsaken  and  estranged  from  the  parent  town,  and  so 
hostile  to  it,  as  the  legend  of  the  asylum  would  imply  ? 
Either  the  Alban  origin  is  a  mere  fiction,*  or  the  popula- 
tion of  Eome  could  not  to  any  large  extent  be  made  up  of 
exiles  from  the  neighbouring  States.  But  independently  of 
this  consideration,  the  process  of  increasing  the  population 
of  a  town  by  means  of  such  an  asylum  for  the  recep- 
tion of  fugitives  and  outcasts  is  in  the  highest  degree 
improbable,  and  as  it  is  not  reported  to  have  occurred  in 
any  second  instance,  it  must  have  been  uncongenial  to 
the  national  sentiments  and  the  practices  of  ancient 
Italy.  The  old  Italian  communities  were  by  no  means 
open  to  strangers.  They  were  made  up  of  tribes,  houses 
and  families  firmly  bound  together,  and  admitting  none 
but  hereditary  members  to  participation  in  the  religious 
rites  peculiar  to  each.  It  is  not  likely  that  crowds  of 
vagrants  infested  the  country,  nor  that  an  organisation 

*  Rome  was  neither  a  colony  of  Alba,  as  Dionysius  (i.  71)  says,  nor  did  it 
owe  its  origin  to  a  secession,  as  has  been  recently  supposed.  (See  Schwegler, 
Itöm,  Crench.^  i.  452.)  The  oldest  legend  of  the  foundation  of  Rome  knew 
nothing  of  Alba.  When  Rome  became  the  head  of  Latium,  in  place  of  Alba, 
and  not  before,  the  idea  arose  of  representing  the  former  as  having  issued  from 
the  latter.  Later  still,  when  the  legend  of  ^Eneas  found  acceptance,  and  when 
it  was  discovered  that  Romulus  could  not  be  the  son  of  JGneas,  on  account  of 
the  three  hundred  years  which  separated  the  two,  the  whole  series  of  Alban 
kings  was  inventiHl  to  fill  up  the  gap. 
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like  that  of  the  Roman  patricians,  with  their  tribes,  curies,     CHAP, 
and  gentes,  conld  have  grown  out  of  such  materials.^ 


A  still  more  forcible  objection  to  the  authenticity  of  the  qj^^j^  ^q. 
story  of  the  asylum  is  the  circumstance  that  the  Romans,  tiona  of 
down  to  the  time  of  the  emperors,  were  practically  unac- 
quainted with  the  Greek  custom  of  ^  taking  sanctuary,'  as 
the  word  *  asylum '  shows,  which  they  had  to  borrow  from 
the  Greeks.  It  can  therefore  hardly  be  doubted  that  the 
story  of  the  asylum  first  arose  when  Greeks  were  busy  in 
importing  into  the  history  of  Rome  their  notions  and  their 
fiibles,  their  gods  and  their  myths. 

As  according  to  the  legend  a  part  of  the  male  popula-  'Hie  »p« 
tion  came  to  Rome  through  the  asylum,  so  the  women  sabine 
were  carried  oflF  by  force  four  months  after  the  foundation  dornen, 
of  Borne.  The  story  of  the  rape  of  the  Sabines  is  there- 
fore in  a  certain  degree  a  parallel  to  that  of  the  asylum. 
It  is  without  all  doubt  a  pure  invention  of  later  times,  with- 
out the  least  foundation  in  fact.  The  date  for  the  rape  of 
the  Sabines  in  the  fourth  month  of  Rome  might  seem  to 
point  to  something  like  a  tradition ;  but  it  is  in  fact  only 
the  result  of  the  calculation  that  the  festival  of  the 
Palilia,  which  was  considered  the  day  of  the  foundation  of 
Rome,  fell  on  the  21st  of  April,  whilst  that  of  the  Con- 
sualia,  on  which  the  games  were  celebrated  and  the  women 
ravished,  took  place  four  months  later,  in  the  month  of 
Sextilis.^  Cneius  Grellius  was  the  only  annalist  who  gave 
the  fourth  year  instead  of  the  fourth  month  as  the  date  of 
tins  rape.'  He  wisely  thought  it  somewhat  improbable 
that,  after  a  reign  of  four  months,  Romulus  would  have 
already  ventured  upon  such  an  act  of  violence,  and  accord- 
ingly he  corrected  the  date  given  by  his  predecessors. 
With  so  much  freedom  was  the  pretended  history  of  that 
time  handled.  But,  unfortunately,  it  is  not  always  so  easy 
to  discover  the  reason  for  assertions  which  were  so  long 
looked  upon  as  simple  statements  of  well-recorded  facts. 

*  Schwegler,  SÖm.  Gesch.,  I  465. 

*  Niebnhr,  Som.  Gtaeh,,  i.,  note  630. 

'  Dionysiiis  rii.  31)  highly  approves  of  this  ingenious  device. 
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The  same  freedom  appears  to  be  used  in  dealing  with  the 
statements  as  to  the  number  of  the  ravished  Sabines.    The 
old  legend  mentioned  only  thirty,  and  traced  the  names  of 
the  thirty  Curies  to  the  names  of  these  thirty  Sabine 
women.     The  number  thirty^  which  occurs  so  often  in  the 
stories  of  ancient  Eome,'  betrays  their  legendary  orig^. 
Accordingly  it  was  rejected  by  those  who  tried  as  much  a« 
possible  to  turn  the  legends  into  history.     Livy  considers 
thirty  too  small  a  number ;  he  thinks  there  must  have  been 
many  more,  and  he  cannot  discover  on  what  grounds  the 
selection  was  made  of  those  whose  names  were  to  be  given 
to  the  thirty  Curies  (Livy,  i.  13).     The  annalist,  Valerius  of 
Antium,  who  is  pre-eminent  among  the  Eoman  historians 
for  circumstantial  descriptions  of  unascertainable  facts,  and 
who  is  never  at  a  loss  for  accurate  numbers,  informs  us 
that  the  number  of  the  Sabine  women  was  five  hundred  and 
twenty-seven.*  This  accuracy  seems  to  settle  the  question. 
But  Valerius  found  a  rival  in  the  historian  Juba,  the  son 
of  the  Numidian  king,  who  seems  to  have  made  equally 
erudite  researches  in  Boman  antiquities,  and  to  have  dis- 
covered that  683  was  the  right  number.    This  uncertainty 
with  regard  to  dates  and  numbers  stamps  the  story  of  the 
rape  of  the  Sabines  as  void  of  all  historical  truth.     We 
cannot,  therefore,  agree  with  Niebuhr,  who  thinks  he  can 
discover  some  historical  facts  through  this  legendary  mist. 
As  he  supposes,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Palatine  had  not 
the  right  of  intermarriage  {amnubiutm)  with  their  Sabine 
neighbours  on  the  Capitoline  and  the  Quirinal.     This  in- 
feriority of  the  .Palatine  Romans  to  the  Sabines  of  the 
Capitoline  and  Quirinal  hills  caused  discontent  and  war. 
The  right  of  intermarriage  was  obtained  by  force  of  arms, 
and  this  historical  fact  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  tale  of  the 
rape  of  the  Sabines.' 

Such  a  method  of  changing  legends  into  histoiy  is  of 
very  doubtful  utility.    It  seems  more  natural  to  explain 

*  See  pages  3,  4.  *  Plutarch,  Rom,,  14. 

*  Niebahr,  Rö/n,  Gesch.,  i.  306 ;  English  translatioii,  i.  292.    Sch wegler, 
Rom,  Gueh,,  i.  494. 
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the  legend  from  the  oustoms  at  the  Eoman  marriage  cere-     CHAP, 
monies.^     The  Boman  maiden  was  carried  away  from  her  > 


parent»  by  her  bridegroom  with  pretended  force ;  *  she  was  Koman 
led  by  three  youths  to  her  new  home  and  lifted  over  the  marriage 

_  cere- 

thiesholdy  her  hair  having  been  previously  parted  by  the  monies. 
point  of  a  spear.  ^  Under  compulsion  and  with  sorrow  the 
Boman  bride  entered  her  husband's  dwelling/'  A  woman 
could  not  be  married  on  a  day  sacred  to  the  celestial  gods, 
because  violence,  lamentation,  and  mourning  were  as  hate- 
ful to  them  as  they  were  acceptable  to  the  deities  of  the 
neiher  world/  All  these  references  to  force  and  violence 
are  so  striking,  that  the  ancient  writers  explained  them  by 
referring  to  the  rape  of  the  Sabines.*  We  reverse  the 
argument,  and  trace  the  story  of  the  rape,  which  is 
evidently  a  fable,  to  the  ceremonies  which  were  assuredly 
customary,  and  did  not  arise  from  a  single  historical  event, 
but  from  an  ancient  popular  feeling  interwoven  with 
religious  conceptions.® 

The  only  feature  in  the  story  of  Eomulus  which  is  in  a  Tatius  and 
certain  degree  historical  is  the  narrative  of  the  advance  of  ^^  ^- 
tbe  Sabines  under  Tatius,  and  of  their  capture  of  the 
Capitol.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  Sabines,  the  in- 
babitants  of  the  central  mountains  of  Italy,  penetrated  in 
the  earliest  period  into  the  plains,  as  they  did  repeatedly 
in  historical  times,^  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  a  large 

*  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  468. 

'  Festna,  s.  v.  rapi,  p.  289,  ed.  Müller :  '  Rapi  similatur  virgo  ez  gremio 
matris  .  .  .  qnum  ad  virom  trahitor,  quod  yidelicet  ea  res  feliciter  Komulo 

*  Vano  in  Plutarch,  Qiuest  Bom.,  106. 

*  Hartuog,  Bdigum  der  Bömer,  ii.  88.  The  god  Consus,  in  whose  honour 
the  Consnalia  were  celebrated,  was  not  Neptunus  Kquester,  but  a  terrestrial 
god,  and  author  of  fruitfulness  in  plants  and  animals.  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch., 
>•  472,  has  shown  this  in  a  masterly  manner.  See  also  Cox.  Mythology  of  the 
^fyan  Nationst  i.  346,  note  9. 

'  Plutarch,  Bom.,  lö. 

*  The  custom  is  not  confined  to  Italy.  Among  the  Spartans  also  it  was 
cnstomary  for  the  bridegroom  to  carry  away  the  bride  by  pretended  violence. 
Plutarch,  Lycurg.,  15 ;  Müller,  Dorian»,  ii.  292.  Hermann,  Griech,  Privat. 
MieHhümer,  §  31,  Anm.  13. 

*  See  the  Author's  Forschungen,  p.  32;  En  lish  translation,  Besearches, 
p.  44;  Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch.,  i.  24. 
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BOOK     portion  of  the  Boman  people  were  of  Sabine  origin.     The 
.^'     .   Latins  also,  the  inhabitants  of  the  plain,  were  related  to 
the  Sabines,*  and  had  in  early  times  immigrated  &om  tHeir 
native  land.   It  appears  that  at  the  time  which  is  assumed 
as  that  of  the  foundation  of  Eome,  a  body  of  these  bold 
mountaineers  settled  on  the  Quirinal  and  Capitoline  hills. 
The  Quirinal  indicates  by  its  name,  and  by  many  Sabine 
sanctuaries  on  it,  that  it  was  inhabited  by  Sabines.  Sabine 
altars  were  likewise  consecrated  on  the  Capitol.     The  dis- 
tinguishing name  of  these  Sabines  was  Quirites,  a  word 
either  derived  from  the  Sabine  word  quiris,  a  lance,  or 
from  the  town  of  Cures,  from  which  these  conquerors  are 
said  to  have   come.      The  Quirites,  who  settled  on  the 
Quirinal  and  Capitoline  hills,  were  a  conquering  race. 
Their  god  Quirinus  became  identified  with  Eomulus,  the 
patronymic  hero  of  the  Eoman  people ;  and  their  name  of 
Quirites  was  joined  with  the  name  of  Romans,  to  form  the 
official  designation  of  the  united  people,  *  the  Eomans  and 
Quirites.'    Much  in   the   customs  of  the  Eomans  may 
be  traced  back  to  the  Sabines  with  tolerable  certainty. 
The  strict  organisation  of  the  Eoman  family,  and  of  the 
gensy  the  enlarged  family  or  house,  was  Sabine ;  as  were 
also  the  laws  of  paternal  authority  and  of  property — the 
real  groundwork  of  the  Eoman  political  discipline«     The 
Eoman  religion  is   constantly  declared  by  the  Eomans 
themselves  to  be  Sabine  in  its  most  important  elements, 
and  its  introduction  is   attributed  to  the   Sabine  king 
Nama.     It  may  therefore  be  assumed  that,  at  one  time, 
when  on  one  or  another  of  the  seven  hills  there  were  inde- 
pendent Latin  communities,  Sabine  conquerors  also  settled 
in  the  same  locality.     But  the  Eoman  pride  would  not 
allow  that  Eome  had  ever  been  conquered  by  strangers. 
Accordingly  the  legend  partially  obliterates  the  Sabine 
invasion  and  conquest,  and  represents  the  two  nations  as 
joined  together  by  a  league  between  Eomulus  and  Tatius ; 
but  through  the  mist  of  the  early  traditions,  thus  much 

'  Sec  the  Author's  Forschungen ^  p.  31 ;  English  translation,  p.  40. 
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seems  manifest,  that  the  conviction  of  a  Sabine  conquest  of    CHAP. 
Itome  was  general  at  a  very  remote  period. 


What  is  reported  of  the  legislation  of  Eomulns  rests  on  jh^  i^^^, 
the  plausible  supposition  that  he,  as  founder  of  the  state,  ^"  ^^ 
must  also  have  formed  the  constitution  of  the  state  and  the 
groundwork  of  civU  order.  Accordingly  Bomulus  is  said 
to  hare  divided  the  people  into  three  tribes,  the  Eamnes, 
Titles,  and  Luceres;  that  he  formed  three  centuries  of 
knights,  of  a  hundred  horsemen  each,  and  a  senate  of  a 
hundred  members,  which  he  doubled  after  the  union  with 
the  Sabines.  In  these  statements  genuine  traditions  are 
altogether  out  of  the  question,  inasmuch  as  irreconcilable 
contradictions  prevail  most  capriciously  among  the  different 
reports  as  to  the  original  form  and  meaning  of  the  several 
institutions.  This  is  particularly  evident  in  the  reports 
about  the  institution  of  the  senate  and  the  origin  of  the 
three  tribes. 

In  the  organism  of  the  state  the  most  important  member  The 
after  the  king  was  the  senate.  On  this  subject,  therefore,  ^®°*^' 
one  would  expect  certain  information,  however  vague  the 
traditions  might  be  in  other  respects.  Yet  what  our 
authorities  say  about  the  formation  of  the  senate  and  the 
original  number  of  its  members  shows  that  they  report 
their  speculations  as  if  they  were  facts.  Livy  relates  that 
BomuluB  selected  a  hundred  senators,  and  he  knows  of  no 
further  extension  in  the  reign  of  Eomulus.^  Dionysius 
says  that  a  himdred  Sabine  senators  were  added  to  the 
senate  after  the  peace  with  Tatius.'  Others  say  that  the 
new  members  only  numbered  fifty.*  Plutarch,  in  one  place, 
makes  the  number  of  the  senators  to  have  been  150,  in 
another  200.^  It  is  impossible  to  reconcile  such  contradic- 
tory statements,  or  to  separate  what  is  true  in  them  from 
what  is  false.  Every  writer  related  capriciously,  and 
almost  at  random,  what  appeared  to  him  most  probable, 
without  having  the   least  foundation  for  his  assertions, 

>  Lirj,  i.  8.        '  Dionysius,  ii.  47.        *  DionysioSi  ii.  47,  mentions  this. 
*  Pltttaieh,  Num.,  2,  and  Bomul^t  20. 
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and  without  even  pretending  to  have  trustworthy  infor- 
mation.' 

Mode  of  With  regard  to  the  mode  of  appointing  the  senators,  the 

electing       same  difference  of  opinion  and  the  same  caprice  prevail. 

senators.  *  jt  ^ 

While  Cicero,^  Livy,  and  most  other  authors  leave  to  the 
king  the  free  choice  of  the  senators,  the  ingenuity  of 
Dionysius  has  invented  a  most  intricate  mode  of  election.' 
He  says  that  each  of  the  three  tribes  and  each  of  the 
thirty  curies  chose  three  senators,  and  to  these  ninety- 
nine  Bomulus  added  the  hundredth.  Dionysius  tried  in 
this  way  to  solve  a  difficulty  which  he  felt,  and  to  bring 
into  arithmetical  harmony  the  number  of  the  hundred 
senators  with  that  of  the  three  tribes.  In  later  times  the 
senate  consisted  of  three  hundred  members,  and  this 
number  answers  to  the  number  of  the  three  tribes  and 
thirty  curies,  so  that  a  proportion  is  manifested  in  the 
respective  numbers  which  in  a  certain  measure  makes  the 
senate  represent  the  tribes/  The  number  of  a  hundred 
senators,  thei'efore,  in  the  time  of  Eomulus,  is  very  surpris- 
ing. The  attempt  which  Dionysius  made  to  solve  this 
difficulty  is  of  course  a  failure.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
that  the  oldest  narrative  which  ascribed  to  Eomulus  the 
formation  of  the  constitution,  attributed  to  him  also  the 
nomination  of  a  senate  of  three  hundred  members,  just  as 
it  ascribed  to  him  the  division  of  the  people  into  three 
tribes.  But  the  origin  of  these  three  tribes  (the  Ranmes, 
Titles,  and  Luceres)  is  as  obscure  as  everything  else. 
Concerning  two  of  them  there  is  indeed  tolerable  harmony 
of  opinion  among  all  writers,  as  from  an  apparently  self- 
evident  etymology  the  Romans  were  universally  supposed 
to  be  the  Bamnes  of  Bomulus,  and  the  Titles  the  Sabines 
of  Tatius.  But  there  is  no  clue  to  explain  the  tribe  of 
the  Luceres ;  and  hence  we  have  an  abundance  of  con- 
jecture.    Some  thought  of  the  Etruscan  Lucumo,  whom 

*  Niebuhr,  Rom,  Gesch.,  i.418.    English  translation,  i.  400.    Becker,  Rom, 
Alterthumer,  ii.  p.  1.  341  ff.     Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  i.  660. 

*  Cicero,  De  Rep.,  ii.  8,  14.    Livy,  i.  8.  •  Dionysios,  ii.  X2. 

*  Mommsen,  Forschungen,  p.  276  ff. 
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Bomulus  is  said  to  have  brought  to  his  help,  and  they  CHAP. 
made  out  to  their  own  satisfaction  that  the  Luceres  were 
the  Etroscan  companions  of  this  Lacumo,  or  Lucios. 
Others  bethought  themselves  of  the  grove  {hicus)  of  the 
asylum  of  Bomulus,  and  made  out  the  Luceres  to  be  those 
strangers,  fugitives,  and  robbers  who  were  attracted  to 
Some  by  the  protection  of  sanctuary.  It  would  be  useless 
to  try  to  find  out  the  truth.  All  trustworthy  materials  are 
wanting,  and  we  should  therefore  gain  nothing  if  to  the 
old  conjectures  we  should  add  a  new  one  which  would  only 
add  to  our  perplexity  without  adding  to  our  knowledge.* 
The  long  reign  of  Romulus  was  by  no  means  satis- 
factorily filled  up  by  the  martial  deeds  and  political  actions 
ascribed  to  him.  It  might  be  expected  that  the  war- 
like son  of  Mars,  who,  in  the  midst  of  hostile  nations, 
had  trained  a  band  of  adventurers  into  an  army  and  a 
community  of  warriors,  could  only  have  held  his  ground 
by  constant  wars,  and  must  therefore  have  fought  many 
battles  and  gained  many  victories.  Nothing  would  have 
been  easier  for  the  fertile  brain  of  a  Greek  than  to 
invent  a  long  succession  of  chequered  campaigns  and 
fierce  battles,  with  events  of  exciting  interest,  like  the 
tales  of  Theseus  or  Minos.  The  sterile  imagination  of 
the  Boman  annalists  contented  itself  with  borrowing  a 
few  traits  of  later  chronicles,  and  ascribing  to  Romulus 
two  wars,  one  with  PidencB  and  one  with  Veii.  The  town 
of  Fidense  has  been  of  good  service  to  the  annalists. 
Whenever  there  was  little  to  relate  of  any  particular 
year,  there  was  always  a  war  with  Pidense  ready  to  fill  up 
the  gap.  Accordingly  in  the  annals  this  town  is  conquered 
no  less  than  eight  times.*  The  war  of  Romulus  with 
Fidense  is  manifestly  the  same  which  is  referred  to  the 
year  426  b.c.'    What  we  are  to  think  of  the  war  with 

»  Niebnhp  {Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  312;  English  translation,  i.  296)  and  Schwegler 
{Ram,  Ge9ch.y  i.  505)  take  great  pains  to  make  it  probable  that  the  Luceres 
were  the  Albans,  transplanted  to  Home. 

'  Schvregler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  iii.  202,  Anm.  3. 

*  Ibid.  i.  529. 
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Yeii  is  apparent  by  the  statement  that  Bomulns  slew 
7,000  enemies  with  his  own  hand.^  Such  was  the  material 
used  to  fill  up  the  gaps  in  the  narratiye.  It  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  thoughtful  men  like  Cicero  were 
struck  by  the  emptiness  and  vagueness  of  the  so-cplled 
history  of  the  kings,  though  they  were  far  from  discovering 
the  real  cause.' 

The  ancient  history  of  no  people  is  written  in  the  order 
of  time,  nor  do  the  earliest  accounts  relate  to  the  oldest 
periods.  Curiosity  and  attention  are  turned  first  to  events 
not  far  distant.  The  wish  is  then  excited  to  know  some- 
thing of  what  happened  before.  Thus  going  back,  history 
arrives  by  degrees  at  the  foundation  of  a  town,  and  the 
origin  or  immigration  of  a  people.  But  even  with  this, 
speculation  is  not  satisfied.  It  endeavours  to  penetrate 
into  the  darkness  of  the  past,  and  supplies  by  fiction  a 
primeval  history,  which,  as  it  recedes  further  and  still 
further,  naturally  becomes  more  and  more  cloudy  and  more 
and  more  mythical. 

Eome  also  had  such  a  primeval  history,  which  in  un- 
critical times  was  held  to  be  as  authentic  as  that  of  the 
kings.  It  told  how,  in  the  beginning.  King  Janus  ruled 
over  the  shepherds  of  the  district  on  the  Janiculus,  how 
Satumus  came  to  him  from  beyond  the  sea,  taught  his 
people  agriculture,  reigned  on  the  Satumian  hill  which 
was  afterwards  called  the  Capitoline,  and  that  it  was  a  time 
of  peace,  happiness,  and  justice.  Picus,  Faunus,  and 
Latinus  came  then  in  order  of  succession,  and,  during  the 
reign  of  the  latter,  JSneas  came  to  Latium  and  founded 
the  Trojan  colony  in  Lavinium.'  The  Greeks  had  also 
something  to  say,  and  they  brought  their  hero  Herakles 
oa  his  wanderings  from  the  land  of  Hesperia  with  the 

^  From  this  war  with  Yeii,  Romains  is  said  to  hare  brought  to  Rome  the 
royal  insignia  of  the  Etruscans,  the  adoption  of  which  is  also  ascribed  to 
Tullus  Hostilius  and  to  Tarquinius  Priscns. 

,  '  Cicero,  De  Rep.,  ii.  18 :  '  Sed  tempomm  illorum  tantum  fere  regum  illnstrata 
sunt  nomina/ 

»  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  i.  212.  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  CredibUUy  of  Roman 
Iliaiory,  i.  298. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  LEGEND  OF  ROMULUS.  "  27 

cattle  of  Geryon  to  the  banks  of  the  Tiber.  At  that  time  chap. 
there  ruled  on  the  Palatine,  Ev  ander,  from  Arcadia,  the  . — ^ — ^ 
'good  man,*  and  in  a  cave  hard  by  lived  Cacus,*  the 
*  bad  man  *  who  stole  the  best  oxen  of  Hercules,  and 
dragged  them  into  his  cave  by  then*  tails,  but  was  killed 
by  the  god.  If  these  fables  were  received  with  less 
implicit  faith  than  the  stories  of  Eomulus,  the  reason  is, 
not  that  the  latter  are  better  authenticated,  but  because 
in  them  fiction  is  kept  more  within  the  bounds  of  proba- 
bility and  nature,  and  the  narrative  does  not  deal  so 
much  with  beings  who  in  later  times  were  recognised  only 
as  gods  and  heroes. 

The  result  of  the  preceding  examination  is  that  the  so-  The  «tory 
called  history  of  Eomulus  is  wanting  in  all  historical  ^J^^™"' 
foundation,  that  not  one  feature  in  it  can  be  supported  gethor  nn- 
by  satisfactory  evidence,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  Sabine  conquest,  and  that  the  details  even  of  this 
historical  fact  have  been  lost  or  obscured  by  arbitrary 
fiction. 

^  On  Evander  and  Cacns  see  Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch.^  ü  352  ;  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis, 
Credibility  of  Boman  Hutary,  i.  283.  Cox,  Mythology  of  the  Aryan  Hations^  ii. 
341.  The  explanation  of  Cacns  as  '  bad  man/  Kcjcds^  which  we  find  in  Serrius 
(ad  VirgiL  JEn,^  viii.  190)  and  St.  Angustin  {de  Civit.  Dei,  xix.  12)  is  of  course 
erroneoas  and  disproTed  by  the  different  qaantitj  in  the  first  syllable  of  Cäcus 
ud  nucis  (see  Schwegler  loc,  citj).  Cacus  was  a  native  Italian  deity,  the  son 
of  Vulcan  (Virgil.  .<®»,,  viii.  198),  brother  of  Caca,  who  was  worshipped  like 
Vesta  (per  xirgines  perrigili  igni,  Serv.  ad  -^.  riii.  190). 


historical. 
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CHAPTEE  ni. 

THE    LEGEND   OF  NÜMA   POHPILIÜS. 

When  Bomulus  had  left  the  earth  and  had  become  a  god, 
the  fathers  met  together  and  nominated  intermediate 
kings  from  the  senate,  to  reign  in  turn  for  five  days,  in 
the  place  of  the  king,  till  a  new  king  was  chosen.  And 
this  intermediate  government  or  interregnum  lasted  a 
whole  year;  for  the  Romans  were  at  variance  with  the 
Sabines  and  quarrelled  about  the  choice  of  the  new  king. 
At  last  they  agreed  that  a  Sabine  should  be  taken,  but 
that  the  Eomans  should  choose  him. 

There  lived  at  that  time  in  the  land  of  the  Sabines  a 
righteous  man  called  Numa  Pompilius,  who  was  honoured 
and  beloved  by  every  one  on  account  of  his  wisdom  and 
integrity.  This  man  the  Eomans  chose  to  be  king  over 
Rome.  And  when  Numa  had  ascertained  the  consent  of 
the  gods  by  the  flight  of  the  holy  birds,  he  called  together 
an  assembly  of  the  thirty  Curise,  and  asked  them  whether 
they  would  willingly  obey  all  his  commands.  Then  the 
people  consented,  and  Numa  reigned  in  Eome  forty-three 
years,  until  his  death. 

Now  the  Eomans  were  a  rude  people,  whose  thoughts 
were  intent  on  war  and  plunder,  and  might  was  more  to 
them  than  right.  Therefore  Numa  was  grieved,  and  he 
undertook  to  accustom  the  people  to  milder  habits,  to  a 
peaceful  life,  to  strict  discipline  and  justice  and  fear  of  the 
gods.  But  he  was  wise  from  his  youth  upwards,  and  as  a 
proof  of  this  his  hair  was  grey  from  his  birth,^  and  he  was 

*  Like  that  of  Tages,  the  founder  of  the  religious  system  of  the  EtruBCims. — 
See  Müller,  Etruaker,  ii.  25. 
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trained  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Greeks ;  for  Pythagoras,  chap. 
the  wisest  of  the  Greeks,*  had  instructed  him.  His  wife  ^,  , '  .  ^ 
was  Egeria,  a  divine  Camena ;  he  met  her  every  nighfc  in 
a  care,  and  she  taught  him  the  true  worship  of  the  gods 
and  the  duties  of  a  pious  life.  He  deceived  Faunus  and 
Reus,  the  prophesying  spirits  of  the  wood,  by  wine  which 
lie  poured  into  the  spring  from  which  they  drank ;  and  he 
intoxicated  them  and  bound  them  with  fetters,  till  they 
told  him  the  secret  charms  by  which  they  compelled 
Jupiter  to  reveal  his  will. 

But  the  people  did  not  believe  Numa,  and  mocked  him.  His  map- 
Then  he  prepared  a  simple  meal,  and  invited  guests  to  his 
house,  and  set  before  them  plain  food  on  earthen  plates  and 
water  in  stone  bottles.  Thereupon  suddenly  all  the  dishes 
were  changed  into  silver  and  gold,  the  plain  food  into  the 
choicest  viands,  and  the  water  into  wine.  Then  every  one 
knew  that  a  divine  power  dwelt  in  Numa,  and  they  were 
willing  to  receive  his  statutes. 

Now  in  order  to  divert  the  people  from  their  wild  and  ^^*  ™^|: 
rough  life,  and  to  bring  them  up  to  piety  and  righteous-  laws, 
ness,  Numa  taught  them  which  gods  they  should  adore,  and 
how  they  should  arrange  their  worship  with  prayers,  sacri- 
fices, and  hymns,  and  other  pious  usages.  And  all  bloody 
sacrifices  and  all  human  victims  he  forbade,  and  permitted 
only  the  fruits  of  the  field,  simple  cakes,  and  milk  and  other 
like  offerings  to  be  presented  to  the  gods.  He  allowed  no 
images  to  be  made  of  the  gods,  for  he  taught  the  people 
to  believe  that  the  gods  had  no  bodies,  and  that  as  pure 
spirits  they  pervaded  and  ruled  in  the  elementary  powers 
of  nature.  Moreover  he  told  the  people  what  prayers, 
solemn  words,  and  sacrifices  they  should  use  in  all  the 
concerns  of  their  domestic  Hfe,  and  in  their  intercourse  with 
men ;  and  he  ordained  that  the  Romans  should  not  under- 
take anything  important  without  first  calling  on  the  gods 
and  seeking  their  favour. 

Then  Numa  instituted  priests  to  Jupiter,  Mars,  and  The  Ha- 
men b  and 
>  As  rach  Pythagoraa  was  considered  in  the  period  of  the  Sanmite  wars.—    augurs. 
See  Fhitorcb,  Numa,  8. 
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Quirinus,  whom  he  called  flamines,  that  is,  kindlers  of 
-  fire,  because  they  were  to  kindle  the  fires  for  the  sacrifices. 
And  for  the  service  of  Vesta  he  chose  pure  virgins,  who 
had  to  perform  the  service  in  the  temple  and  to  feed  the 
holy  flame  on  the  altar  of  Vesta,  the  common  hearth  of  the 
city.     And  in  order  to  discover  the  will  of  the  gods  he 
instituted  the  office  of  augurs,  and  instructed  them  in  the 
science  of  the  flight  of  birds.     And  he  appointed  many 
more  priests  and  servants  of  the  altars,  and  prescribed  to 
each  what  he  should  do.     And  that  they  might  all  know 
what  was  right  in  the  service  of  the  gods,  and  not  from 
ignorance  employ  the  wrong  prayers,  or  at  the  sacrifices 
and  other  services  leave  out  or  neglect  something  where- 
by they  might  incur  the  anger  of  the  gods  and  suffer 
great  punishment,  Numa  wrote  all  his  statutes  in  a  book. 
This  he  handed  over  to  Numa  Marcius,  and  made  him  chief 
pontifex,  that  is,  overseer  and  watcher  over  the  service  of 
the  gods,  and  recommended  him  to  pursue  the  study  of 
divine  things,  and  to  guard  the  purity  of  the  religion  which 
he  had  founded. 

Numa  took  care  also  of  the  peaceful  arts,  that  the 
people  might  live  by  the  produce  of  their  labour,  and  not 
think  of  robbing  from  others.  For  this  purpose  he  divided 
the  land  which  Eomulus  had  conquered  among  the  citizens, 
and  bade  them  cultivate  it ;  and  he  consecrated  the  stones 
which  marked  the  boundaries  of  the  fields,  and  erected  an 
altar  on  the  Capitoline  hill  to  Terminus,  the  god  of 
boundaries. 

In  the  same  manner  he  took  care  of  all  artizans  in  the 
town  who  possessed  no  land.  He  divided  them  into  guilds, 
and  set  masters  over  them  according  to  each  kind  of  trade, 
and  set  apart  for  them  markets,  sacrifices,  and  festivals  ; 
and  in  order  that  truth  and  good  faith  might  be  practised 
in  common  intercourse,  and  that  promises  might  be  kept 
as  sacred  as  oaths,  he  founded  the  service  of  the  goddess 
Fides,  or  Faith,  and  built  a  temple  to  her  on  the  Capitol. 
While  Numa  was  thus  occupied  with  works  of  peace, 
the  weapons  of  war  lay  idle,  and  the  neighbouring  people 
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were  a&aid  of  disturbing  the  rest  of  this  righteous  king.     CHAP. 
So  the  gate  of  Janus  remained  closed,  for  it  was  the  custom  .,    , '    . 


among  the  Bomans  to  open  it  only  in  time  of  war. 

Thus  the  reign  of  Nnma  was  a  time  of  peace  and  of  The  bies- 
happiness,  and  the  gods  testified  their  pleasure  in  the  Numa. 
pious  king  and  his  people ;  for  the j  guarded  the  country 
from  all  plagues  and  sicknesses,  and  they  sent  health  and 
good  harvests,  and  blessing  and  prosperity  upon  all  that 
the  people  undertook. 

Now,  when  Numa  had  become  old  and  weak,  he  died 
calmly,  without  illness  and  without  pain,  and  the  Bomans 
mourned  for  him  as  for  a  father,  and  buried  him  on  the 
JaniciQus  beyond  the  Tiber,  on  that  side  which  lies  towards 
the  west. 

Critical  Examination  of  the  Legend  of  Numa  Ponvpilius. 

Nnma  Pompilius  ils  evidently  the  complement  of  Bomulus.  Numa  the 
As  Bomulus  was  the  founder  of  the  state  and  of  political  ^^^  ^ 
and  military  order,  so  the  legend  regards  Numa  as  the  Romulus. 
founder  of  the  national  religion.^     His  uneventful  reign  of 
thirty-nine  or  forty-three  years  was  entirely  devoted  to 
the  organisation  of  public  worship.     All  the  neighbours 
lived  in  peace  with  the  righteous  king.     It  was  a  golden 
age,  in  which  the  gate  of  Janus  remained  closed,  and  the 
sword  rested  in  its  sheath.     Only  the  arts  of  peace  were 
practised.    Agriculture  and  trade  prospered.    Bight  and 
justice  ruled.     The  gods  themselves  held  intercourse  with 
the  pious  priest-king  and  revealed  to  him  their  divine 
wisdom. 

*  The  name  of  Nnma  is  significant,  i^nd  denotes  an  organiser  or  la^rgiver. 
The  root  of  tho  word  is  the  same  as  in  numima,  nummus,  wdfios  (see  Schwegler, 
Rom.  Cresch.,  i.  552,  Anm.  1).  The  word  Pompilius  has  heen  derived  from 
pompa,  a  religious  procession.  Perhaps  the  apparently  so  simple  and  yet  so 
mysterious  word  pontifex  is  to  be  derived  from  the  same  root,  which  occurs 
also  in  the  Umbrian  language.  The  transition  from  pompa  into  ponta  would 
be  analogous  to  that  of  v^ftrc  into  Wktc.  Pontifex  would  accordingly  mean 
an  arranger  of  processions ;  and  by  no  means  a  bridgemaker.  There  were 
pontifiees  at  Pneneste  and  other  places,  where  no  bridges  had  to  be  built 
(SerTius,  ad  Virg.  JEn.,  yii.  678).  It  is  clear  how  suitable  the  name  Numa 
Pompilius  was  for  the  founder  of  pontifical  law.  The  first  pontifex  appointed 
by  Numa  was  likewise  called  Numa, 
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BOOK  In  this  description  fiction  is  so  evident  that  serious 
V — ; — '  discussion  is  almost  out  of  place.  The  supernatural  and 
Numa  and  ^^^  miraculous  do  not  challenge  more  scepticism  than  the 
Pytha-  all-prevailing  peace  in  an  age  of  incessant  wars.  That 
which  appears  most  of  all  historical,  the  intercourse  of 
Numa  with  Pythagoras,  was  invented  when  it  was  not 
known  that  Pythagoras  is  said  to  have  lived  nearly  two 
hundred  years  afber  the  assumed  age  of  Numa. 
TheRoman  The  idea  that  the  religion  of  the  Bomans  was  created 
re  igion.  ^yj  qj^q  individual  lawgiver  who  could  be  named,  is  even 
less  tenable  than  that  the  political  institutions  and  the 
civil  order  were  produced  in  the  brain  of  the  founder  of 
the  state.  The  religion  of  a  people  is  not  adventitious  or 
a  chance  attribute.  It  is  one  of  the  essential  elements 
which  determine  national  individuality  and  national  exist- 
ence. It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  people  without  re- 
ligious conceptions  and  practices.  It  can  be  shown  that 
the  Boman  religion  is  older  in  its  principal  features  than 
the  Boman  state,  and  older  even  than  the  Boman  people, 
as  we  find  it  in  Bome  and  in  Latium.  It  is  essentially 
Italian,  common  to  all  the  branches  of  the  Sabine  stock,* 
as  are  also  the  elements  of  the  Boman  language.  It  can- 
not, therefore,  have  originated  in  Bome.  The  Bomans 
brought  it  with  them  into  the  valley  of  the  Tiber,  and 
there  was  no  period  of  time  when  the  Boman  state  existed 
without  the  religious  forms  which  were  ascribed  to  Numa. 
Accordingly  the  legend  of  Bomulus  mentions  not  only 
some  of  the  principal  deities,  as  Jupiter,  Janus,  Pannus, 
and  Ycsta,  but  also  the  auguries,'  the  most  important 
part  of  the  Boman  state  religion.  Other  parts  of  the 
Boman  ceremonial  law  were  ascribed  to  other  kings,  as 
for  instance  that  which  regulated  the  intercourse  with 
neighbouring  people,  and  especially  prescribed  the  form  of 
the  declaration  of  war.     As  this  did  not  seem  to  suit  the 

>  Ambroech,  Studien,  i.  73,  Anin.  158-^0,  and  p.  198,  Anm.  170.  SehwegleTj 
Rom.  Gesch.,  i.  654. 

'  Romulus  himself  is  called  the  best  augur,  and  the  augural  staff  {liiuus) 
which  he  had  used,  was  preserved  as  a  relic. 
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peace-loving  Noma,  the  Boman  legend-makers  did  not     CHAP, 
hesitate  to  ascribe  it  to  King  Tullns '  or  Ancns,*  of  whom     _  ^'    ^ 
there  were  at  least  wars  to  relate. 

As  the  personality  of  Nnma  resolves  itself  into  that  of  The  law- 
an  ideal  priest-king,  the  fonnder  of  the  sacred  rites  and  xuma. 
laws,  whom  the  pontifices,  the  keepers  and  gnardians  of 
these  laws,  regarded  as  their  legislator,  it  follows  that  the 
lawbooks,  which  in  later  times  contained  the  precepts 
and  were  attributed  to  Nnmo,  cannot  have  been  genuine. 
Writings  of  this  kind  belong,  it  is  true,  to  the  oldest  pro- 
ducts of  civilisation ;  nevertheless,  it  is  certain  that  what 
passed  in  Eome  as  writings  of  Numa  Pompilius,  did  not 
originate  even  in  the  regal  period.  It  is  tolerably  certain 
that  at  that  time  the  art  of  writing  was  not  yet  practised 
in  Borne,  but  was  brought  from  Southern  Italy  shortly 
before  the  downfall  of  the  monarchy.  In  the  uncritical 
ages  of  the  republic,  nobody  hesitated  to  ascribe  to  the 
kings  any  documents  which  seemed  to  be  very  ancient. 
Even  an  audacious  forgery  belonging  to  the  year  181  b.c. 
seems  to  have  been  looked  upon  as  a  genuine  document. 
In  that  year  a  stone  coffin,  containing  Greek  and  Latin 
writings  of  Numa  on  religious  and  philosophical  subjects, 
was  discovered  in  a  field  at  the  foot  of  the  Janiculus. 
But  their  contents  appeared  to  the  Praetor  Q.  Petillius  to 
be  so  much  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  religious  views, 
and  with  the  whole  system  of  the  state  religion,  that, 
with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  he  ordered  the  books  to  be 
publicly  burned.*  They  were  evidently  considered  as  real, 
in  spite  of  their  being  written  on  paper,  which  was  not 
used  for  writing  for  many  centuries  after  the  alleged  time 
of  Numa,  and  although  the  paper  looked  quite  new  and 
fresh.  Nobody  seems  to  have  been  surprised  that  in 
Numa's  time — long  before  Greek  prose  was  written  in 
Greece — ^Bomans  should  have  written  Greek  fluently. 
Nor  did  it  apparently  seem  surprising  that  Numa's  Latin 
was  so  smooth  and  easy  to  be  read,  although  the  priests 

>  Livy,  i.  24.  •  Ancus  is  a  second  Numa.    See  below  chap.  iv. 

'  LiTj,  xL  29.    For  the  detail  see  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  664. 
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BOOK  themselves  were  not  able  to  understand  the  hymns  ascribed 
]'  ^  to  the  same  Numa.  The  pretended  discovery  was  evidently 
a  scheme  for  the  purpose  of  religious  innovation,  but  the 
whole  of  the  Boman  people  took  for  granted,  with  child- 
like simplicity,  the  authenticity  of  the  writings  of  Numa. 
This  occurrence  in  the  year  181  b.c.,  500  years  after  Numa, 
shows  what  care  is  needed  in  the  examination  of  the 
statements  of  the  Eoman  chroniclers  concerning  their  older 
history,  before  we  can  receive  them  as  well-founded  and 
credible. 
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CHAPTEE  IV. 

THE  LEGEND  OP  TULLUS  HOSTILIUS. 

Aptek  Numa's  death  the  Eomans  chose  for  their  king     chap. 
Tullufl  Hostilius,  the  grandson  of  Hostus  Hostilius,  who  .  _  ^' 


had  fought  in  the  battle  with  the  Sabine,  Mettins  Curtius.  rpj^g  ^^^ 
Now  the  time  of  peace  and  quietness  was  at  an  end,  for  racter  of 
TuUus  was  not  like  Numa,  but  like  Eomulus,  and  he  loved 
war  and  glory  beyond  everything.  Therefore  he  looked 
for  causes  of  dispute  among  the  neighbours,  for  he  thought 
that  in  a  long  peace  the  Eomans  would  grow  effeminate, 
and  lose  their  ancient  courage. 

Now  when  some  Eoman  and  Alban  country  people  Thequar- 
quarrelled  with  one  another,  and  each  one  accused  the  aiu.'^ 
other  of  robbery,  and  each  complained  that  he  suffered 
wrong,  Tullus  sent  fetiales,  or  heralds,  to  Alba,  to  demand 
compensation  for  the  plunder.  The  Albans  did  the  same, 
and  sent  messengers  to  Eome  to  complain  and  to  insist 
on  justice. 

Then  Tullus  employed  a  fraud ;  for  he  received  the  The  sui»- 
Alban  messengers  with  great  kindness  and  treated  them  tuq^s. 
with  such  hospitality  that  they  delayed  the  execution  of 
their  disagreeable  commission.  But  the  Eoman  fetiales 
who  were  sent  to  Alba,  demanded  without  delay  satisfac- 
tion from  the  Albans,  and  when  this  was  refused  they 
declared  war  in  the  name  of  the  Eoman  people.  When 
Tullus  heard  of  this,  he  asked  the  Alban  ambassadors  what 
their  commission  was,  and,  having  heard  it,  he  sent  them 
home  without  satisfaction,  because  the  Albans  had  first 
refused  it,  and  had  thus  provoked  an  unjust  war.  Now 
the  Eomans  and  Albans  met  together  in  the  field.    Thei 
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AlbanB,  led  by  their  king  Clnilins,  encamped  with,  their 
army  on  the  frontier  of  the  Boman  territory,  and  made  a 
deep  trench  round  their  camp.  And  the  trench  was  called, 
for  ever  after,  the  trench  of  Clnilius.  But  in  the  follow- 
ing night  the  king  of  Alba  died.  Then  they  chose  in  his 
place  a  dictator,  whose  name  was  Mettins  Fnfetios. 

Now  when  Tullus  advanced,  and  the  two  armies  stood 
arrayed  against  one  another,  and  the  bloody  fight  between 
the  kindred  nations  was  about  to  begin,  the  leaders  came 
forward  and  consulted  together,  and  determined  to  decide 
the  war  by  a  single  combat  of  Albans  and  Somans,  that  so 
much  blood  might  not  be  spilt.  There  were  by  chance  in 
the  Boman  army  three  brothers  bom  at  one  birth,  and 
likewise  in  the  Alban  army  three  brothers  bom  at  one 
birth.  These  were  the  sons  of  twin  sisters,  and  equal  in 
age  and  strength.  Therefore  they  were  chosen  as  the 
combatants,  and  the  Romans  and  Albans  bound  themselves 
by  a  sacred  oath  that  the  nation  whose  champions  should 
be  victorious  should  rule  over  the  other.  Then  began  the 
decisive  battle  between  the  three  Horatii,  who  fought  on 
the  side  of  the  Romans,  and  the  three  Curiatii,  who  fought 
for  the  Albans.  Quite  at  the  beginning  two  of  the  Horatii 
fell  and  the  three  Curiatii  were  all  wounded.  Then  the 
surviving  Horatius  took  to  flight,  and  the  Curiatii  pursued 
him.  But  he  turned  suddenly  round  and  killed  the  one  of 
the  three  who  was  the  most  slightly  wounded  and  had  hur- 
ried on  before  the  others.  Then  he  ran  towards  the  second 
and  conquered  him  also,  and  at  last  he  killed  the  third, 
who,  on  account  of  his  wounds,  was  able  to  pursue  him  but 
very  slowly.  Then  ihe  Romans  rejoiced  and  welcomed 
Horatius  as  conqueror,  and  they  collected  the  spoils  of  the 
slain  Curiatii  and  carried  them  before  Horatius,  and  led 
him  in  triumph  to  Rome* 

When  the  procession  came  near  the  gate  of  the  city,  the 
sister  of  Horatius  went  forth  to  meet  it.  She  was  betrothed 
to  one  of  the  Curiatii  who  had  been  killed.  And  when  she 
saw  the  bloody  coat  of  her  lover,  which  she  herself  had  em- 
broidered, she  sobbed  and  moaned  and  cursed  her  brother. 
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At  this  Horatins  fell  into  a  violent  rage,  and  drew  hiB     CHAP, 
sword  and  stabbed  his  sister,  because  she  had  wept  oyer  a 


fSdlen  enemy.  But  the  blood  of  the  slain  sister  called  for 
yengeance,  and  Horatius  was  accused  before  the  criminal 
judge,  who  sentenced  him  to  death.  The  people,  howeyer, 
rejected  the  sentence  of  the  judge  out  of  compassion  for 
the  old  father  of  Horatius,  who  would  thus  lose  three  of 
his  children  in  one  day,  and  because  they  would  not  that 
the  man  should  be  led  to  death  who  had  ventured  his  life 
for  the  greatness  of  his  native  country,  and  had  gained  the 
victory  over  Alba  with  his  own  hand.  But  to  atone  for  the 
death  of  his  sister,  Horatius  had  to  do  public  penance,  to 
pass  under  a  yoke,  and  to  offer  up  expiatory  sacrifices  to 
the  numes  of  his  murdered  sister.  The  beam  of  the  yoke 
under  which  Horatius  went,  remained  as  a  token  till  the 
latest  times,  and  was  called  the  ^  sister  beam.'  But  the 
memory  of  the  heroism  of  Horatius  was  also  preserved ; 
and  the  arms  of  the  Curiatii  were  hung  up  on  a  pillar  in 
the  Forum ;  and  the  piUar  was  called  the  pillar  of  Hora- 
tius '  for  all  time. 

Thus  Alba  became  subject  to  Borne,  and  the  Albans  were  The 
obliged  to  help  the  Romans  in  their  wars.     But  Mettius  o^MettiuB 
Fufetius,  the  dictator  of  the  Albans,  meditated  treason,  and  Fufetius. 
hoped  to  overthrow  the  power  of  Some.     Therefore,  when  ^^u  of 
war  had  broken  out  between  the  Bomans  and  the  Etruscans  ^^' 
of  FidensB  and  Yeii,  and  when  the  Bomans  and  Albans  stood 
opposite  to  the  enemy,  and  the  battle  was  raging  fiercely, 
Mettius  kept  his  army  back  from  the  fight,  and  hoped  that 
the  Bomans  would  be  subdued.     But  Tullus,  perceiving 
the  treason,  bade  his  soldiers  be  of  good  courage,  and  con- 
quered the  Etruscans.     And  when  Mettius  came  to  him 
after  the  battle  to  wish  him  joy  on  account  of  the  victory, 
thinking  that  Tullus  had  not  discovered  his  treachery, 
Tullus  ordered  him  to  be  seized  and  torn  to  pieces  by 
horses,  as  a  punishment  for  wavering  in  his  fidelity  between 
the  Bomans  and  their  enemies.     Then  the  Albans  were  dis- 
armed, and  Tullus  sent  horsemen  to  Alba,  who  burned  the 

'  Regarding  the  pila  Horatia,  see  Schwegler,  i.  572,  Anm.  3. 
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whole  town,  with  the  exception  of  the  temples,  and  led  the 
inhabitants  away  to  Rome.  Prom  that  time  Alba  Longa 
was  desolate,  but  the  Albans  became  Eoman  citizens, 
and  their  nobles  were  received  among  the  patricians,  and 
Albans  and  Romans  became  one  people,  as  at  one  time  the 
Romans  and  the  Sabines  had  become  under  the  dominion 
of  Romulus. 

After  this  Tullus  waged  many  wars  with  his  neighbonrs, 
the  Etruscans  and  the  Sabines,  and  he  became  proud  and 
haughty,  and  forgot  the  gods  and  their  service,  and  regarded 
not  justice  and  the  precepts  of  Numa.  Therefore  the  gods 
sent  a  plague  among  the  people,  and  at  last  they  smote 
him  also  with  a  grievous  disease.  Then  he  became  aware 
that  he  had  sinned,  and  he  tried  to  investigate  the  will  of 
Jupiter  according  to  the  spells  of  Numa.  But  Jupiter 
was  wroth  at  his  sinful  attempt,  and  struck  him  with 
lightning,  and  destroyed  his  house,  so  that  it  left  no 
trace  behind.  Thus  ended  Tollus  Hostilius,  after  he 
had  been  king  for  thirty-two  years ;  and  Ancus  Marcius, 
the  grandson  of  Numa  Pompilius,  succeeded  him  in  the 
kingdom. 


Critical  Examination  of  the  Legend  of  Tullus  Hostiliu». 

Materials  As  Romulus  is  the  hero  of  the  legend  which  refers  to 
of  TuU^"^  the  foundation  of  the  city,  and  as  the  introduction  of  re- 
HostiliuB.  ligious  order  is  ascribed  to  Numa,  so  the  name  of  Tullus 
Hostilius  serves  to  introduce  the  legend  of  the  destruction 
of  Alba  Longa  in  Roman  history.  There  was  nothing  else 
to  be  related  of  Tullus  Hostilius.  All  the  rest  which  is 
told  of  him  is  a  repetition  of  the  story  of  Romulus  in  a 
slightly  changed  form;  and  even  the  Alban  war,  as  we 
shall  presently  see,  reminds  us  so  much  of  the  legend  of 
Romulus,  that  it  loses  its  weight  as  evidence  to  prove  the 
real  existence  of  King  Tullus  Hostilius. 

The  position  of  Alba  in  Roman  history  is  an  inexplicable 
mystery.  Rome  is  described  as  a  colony  of  Alba,  but  from 
the  moment  of  the  foundation  of  Rome,  Alba  completely 
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disappears.  The  legend  mentions  nothing  of  any  assistance     CHAP. 

of  the  parent  town  in  the  pressing  danger  that  Borne  was  s .J — ^ 

in,  nor  does  it  explain  how  Bomnlus  was  shnt  out  from 
the  throne  of  Alba  after  the  race  of  -ZBneas  became  extinct 
with  Numitor.  under  Somnlus  and  Numa,  Alba  and  Borne 
were  entire  strangers  to  each  other,  and  in  the  legend  of 
the  fall  of  that  town  no  Silvii  are  reigning  there,  but 
C.  Clnilius,  or  Mettius  Fufetius  as  prsetor  or  dictator.^ 

In  like  manner  the  story  of  the  conquest  of  Alba  by  the  Theories 
Bomans  under  Tullus  does  not  agree  with  the  fact  that  of  Alba, 
the  Bomans  subsequently  were  not  in  possession  of  the 
Alban  territory.  The  Latins  hold  their  federal  meetings 
near  the  ruins  of  Alba,  at  the  spring  of  Ferentina,  whence 
Niebuhr^  draws  the  conclusion  that  Alba  was  not  destroyed 
by  Eome,  but  by  its  revolted  Latin  subjects.  But  in  the 
ntter  lack  of  trustworthy  testimony,  and  even  probable 
tradition,  it  would  be  lost  labour  to  investigate  more 
minutely  the  discrepancies  and  contradictions  of  these 
prehistoric  legends,  with  the  object  of  finding  in  them 
historical  truth. 

The  story  of  the  destruction  of  Alba,  which  is,  as  we  Tho  story 
have  seen,  at  variance  with  the  events  supposed  to  have  fielen* 
preceded  and  followed  it,  bears  moreover  in  itself  the  stamp 
of  fiction.  It  turns  upon  the  combat  between  the  Horatii 
and  the  Curiatii,  who,  by  their  relationship  as  sons  of 
twin  sisters,  represent  symbolically  the  blood  connexion 
between  the  Bomans  and  the  Albans.  Thus  the  twin 
brothers  Bomulus  and  Bemus  had  fought  for  the  possession 
of  power.  The  Bomans  and  Sabines,  who  had  become 
related  by  intermarriage,  fought  in  a  similar  manner  under 
Bomulus  and  Tatius.  At  that  time  the  chief  combatants 
of  the  two  nations  were  Hostus  Hostilius  and  Mettius 
Curtius;'  and  it  is  significant  that  these  two  men  are 

*  Niebnhr,  Bom,  Gesch.,  i.  341;  English  translation,  i.  847.    See  Schwegler, 
Jiom.  Gesch.,  i.  452.     See  also  above,  chap.  ii.  p.  18,  n.  1. 

'  Niebnhr^s  Lectures  on  the  History  of  Rome,  i.  55. 

*  LiTy,  i.  12.     '  Principes  utrimque  pugnam  ciebant,  ab  Sabinis  Mettias  Cur- 
tins,  ab  Romania  Hostus  Hostilius.'    See  abore  p.  11. 
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mentioned  by  name,  whereas  in  general  so  very  few- 
names  occur  in  the  ancient  legends.^  In  the  oldest  form 
the  war  between  Sabines  and  Bomans  was  most  likely 
described  as  settled  by  single  combat,  after  the  general 
battle  was  stopped  by  the  intervention  of  the  women.^ 
And  it  is  clear,  from  the  slightly  altered  names  of  the 
chiefs,  that  the  legends  of  Bomnlns  and  of  Tullos  are 
in  reality  simply  two  versions  of  the  same  story.  In  the 
Hostns  Hostüius  of  the  army  of  Bomidus  we  easily 
recognise  the  King  Tnllus  Hostilins,  and  the  Sabine 
Mettius  Curtius  tmns  up  again  as  Mettius  Fufetius.'  Now, 
if  we  reflect  that  the  Albans  were  of  Sabine  origin,*  we 
cannot  faU  to  recognise  in  the  story  of  Bomulus  and  Tullus 
a  tradition  referring  to  the  union  of  the  Bomans  with  the 
Sabines.  For  the  Albans  are  transferred  to  Bome,  and  the 
city  is  doubled,  just  as  it  was  under  Bomulus.* 

Legendary  history  plays  in  the  most  lively  colours,  and 
these  sometimes  change  most  unexpectedly.  Seen  from 
different  points  of  view,  a  story  frequently  turns  into  the 
very  opposite.  An  example  of  this  is  exhibited  in  the 
story  of  the  Sabine   war  of   Tullus  Hostilius.^    At  the 

'  See  Cicero,  De  Rep,^  ii.  18,  quoted  above,  p.  20,  n.  2. 

*  The  story  of  a  real  battle  between  Romulus  acd  Tatius  was  connected  with 
a  tradition  ascribing;  to  Romulus  the  consecration  of  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Stator. 
This  Jupiter  was  interpreted  as  the  stayer  of  flight,  and  this  interpretation  whs 
the  origin  of  the  legend,  the  object  being  to  account  for  the  name  and  founda- 
tion of  the  temple.  Legends  of  this  kind  are  veiy  appropriately  called  *  setio- 
logicaL'  (Schwegler,  Som,  Geach.,  i.  69.)  But  the  explanation  of  Jupiter  Stator 
as  stayer  of  flight  is  very  doubtful.  Cicero  takes  Stator  as  establisher  or  founder 
of  the  city.  (See  above  p.  11,  n.  1.)  Moreover  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Stator  was 
really  built  after  the  year  296  b.c.,  about  500  years  later,  as  we  happen  to  know 
from  Livy,  x.  37.  There  is  therefore  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  story  of 
the  battle  between  the  Romans  and  the  Sabines. 

'  The  multiplication  of  persons  by  changing  the  first  name  or  the  surname, 
is  by  no  means  uncommon  in  the  older  history  of  Rome.  Thus  Numa  Marcius 
is  evidently  identical  with  Nnma  Pompilius. — See  the  Author's  JRetearckcs, 
p.  63  {Foraehunffen,  p.  46.)    Compare  Schwegler,  Bom.  Geach.,  i.  24. 

*  See  above,  p.  22,  and  the  Author's  Researches^  p.  41  {Forschtmgen,  p.  31). 

*  This  duplication  is  felt  to  be  particularly  inconvenient  by  those  modern 
historians  who  think  that  the  transplanted  Albans  formed  the  tribe  of  the 
Luceres.  According  to  their  views  the  population  of  Rome  ought  to  have  been 
increased  by  one-third,  and  not  doubled.—  See  Schwegler,  R'om.  Gesch.,  i.  59. 

*  Livy,  i.  30.     Dionybius,  iii.  32. 
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festival  of  Feronia  in  the  conntry  of  the  Sabines,  frequented     CHAP. 
by  many  strangers  on  account  of  the  games  and  the  traffic,  > ,J — ^ 


Soman  citizens  were  robbed  and  taken  prisoners  by  the 
Sabines.  The  Sabines  would  not  listen  to  the  ambassa- 
dors of  Tullus,  and  the  consequence  was  a  war  between  the 
two  nations.^  Here  we  haye  the  corresponding  picture  to 
the  rape  of  the  Sabine  women.  Instead  of  women,  men 
are  carried  away ;  instead  of  Sabines,  Eomans  are  the 
victims ;  instead  of  its  taking  place  in  Rome,  it  takes  place 
in  the  land  of  the  Sabines.* 

K  the  stories  of  the  war  of  Tullus  with  the  Albans  and  Identity  of 
Sabines  are  only  diflferent  forms  of  the  same  legend  which  j^Qm'JfiJ^" 
figured  in  the  tale  of  Eomulus  as  the  Sabine  war,  there 
remains  nothing  peculiar  to  Tullus  Hostilius,  and  he 
appears  only  as  the  shadow  of  Bomulus.  Even  the  ancients 
recognised  the  similarity  between  the  two,'  as  they  were 
also  struck  with  that  between  Numa  Pompilius  and  Ancus 
Marcius.  In  the  story  of  Tullus,  it  is  true,  all  that  is 
wonderful  and  supernatural  is  suppressed  ;  but  his  identity 
with  Bomulus  is  nevertheless  manifest.  He,  like  Bomulus, 
grows  up  among  the  shepherds.^  Like  Bomulus,  he  wages 
war  with  FidensB  and  Veii.  Like  Bomulus,  he  doubles 
the  number  of  Boman  citizens^  and  joins  the  Mons  Coelius 
to  the  city,^  he  organises  the  army,^  he  introduces  the  in- 

'  The  war  opens  precisely  like  the  war  with  Alba.  *  Utrimque  injurue  facta» 
ac  res  neqaioquam  erant  repetitse.' — Livy,  i.  30. 

*  The  same  legend  occurs  once  more  in  a  somewhat  di£ferent  form,  Liyy,  ii. 
18 :  *  £o  anno  Homse,  cum  per  ludos  ab  Sabinorum  iuventute  per  lasciyiam 
scorta  raperentur,  concursu  hominum  riza  ac  prope  pnelium  fuit,  parraque  ex 
re  ad  rebellionem  spectare  res  videbatur.'  This  time  the  scene  was  laid  in 
Borne,  but,  as  Roman  pride  would  not  permit  that  the  Sabines  had  dared  to  carry 
off  Boman  maidens,  the  stoiy  was  softened.  The  Sabines  evidently  had  also 
their  national  legend  of  the  rape  of  the  women. 

*  Livy,  i  22.    Zonaras,  vii.  6. 

*  Valer.  Maxim.,  iii.  4, 1 :  '  Incunabula  Tulli  Hostili  agreste  tugurium  capit : 
eiusdem  adolescent  ia  in  pecore  pascendo  fuit  occupata.' 

*  LiTy,  i.  30  :  '  Duplicatur  ciyium  numerus."  Valer.  Maxim.,  iii.  4,  1 :  *  Im  • 
perium  Bomanum  duplicavit.' 

*  Dionysius,  ii.  60. 

^  Floms,  i.  3,  1 :  *  Hie  omnem  militarem  disciplinam  artemque  bellandi  oou< 
didit.'     Orosius,  ii.  4 :  '  Tullus  Hostilius  militaris  rei  insti tutor.' 
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BOOK     signia  of  royal  power,^  an  act  which  is  ascribed  to  Eomulus 

^..- — ^ — '  and  also  to  Tarqninius  Priscus.*    Even  in  his  conquest  of 

Alba,  he  is  anticipated  by  Bomulas,  who  in  some  versions 

of  the  legend  appears  to  have  caused  the  destruction  of  that 

town.*  According  to  some  accounts,  Eomulus  degenerated 

into  a  tyrant ;  of  Tullus  this  is  the  common  report.   Finally 

the  identity  of  the  two  warlike  kings  appears  in  their 

death.     They  were  both  removed  from  the  earth  in  the 

midst  of  thunder   and   lightning,  and   were  never  seen 

again.* 

Thelepend       Thus,  wherever  we  begin,  and  whichever  portion  we 

unhfsto-^    examine  of  the  legends  of  Bomulus  and  Tullus,  we  arrive 

rical.  always  at  the  same  result ;  viz.,  that  the  alleged  histories 

of  these  two  kings  are  simply  different  versions  of  the  same 

old  legend,  in  which  the  most  careful  research  can  discover 

no  trace  of  genuine  historical  truth. 

>  The  sella  curulis,  the  licfon,  the  toga  picta,  and  the  toga  pnetexta. — 
Macrobiiis,  i.  6,  208 ;  Gronov.  Flinius,  Hist.  Nat.,  ix.  63. 

*  See  below,  chap.  6. 

*  See  especially  Cicero,  De  Rep.,  ii.  2,  4 :  '  Bomulus  oppress! sse  Longam 
Albam  .  .  .  fertur.' 

*  This  highly  characteristic  legend  is  repeated  more  than  once,  as  in  the 
case  of  ^neas  (Aurel.  Victor,  p.  14,  2),  and  the  Alban  king  Romulus  or  Komalus 
(Livy  i.  3 ;  Dionysius  i.  71  ;  Appian,  i.  2).  Even  the  rationalistic  version  of 
the  legend,  which  represents  the  death  of  Homulus  as  caused  by  foul  play, 
has  found  a  place  in  the  story  of  Tullus  (Dionysius,  iii.  35). 
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CHAPTEE  V. 

THE  LEGEND  OF  ANGUS  MABGIUS. 

Angus  Maegius  was  a  just  and  peaceful  king,  and  his  first     CHAP. 
care  was  to  restore  the  service  of  the  gods,  according  to 


the  precepts  of  Numa ;  for  Tullus  had  not  honoured  them.  The  piety 
nor  kept  their  worship  pure.  For  this  reason  Ancus  <>^'^°<^'^- 
caused  the  sacred  laws  of  Numa  to  be  written  on  wooden 
tablets,  and  to  be  exhibited  before  the  people ;  and  he 
endeavoured  to  preserve  peace  and  the  peaceful  arts,  as 
Numa  had  done,  whose  example  he  wished  to  follow  in  all 
things« 

But  it  was  not  vouchsafed  to  him  always  to  avoid  war.  The  war 
For  when  the  Latins  heard  that  Tullus  was  succeeded  by  ^n^^Tand 
a  peace-loving  king,  who  passed  his  time  quietly  at  home  the  Latins. 
in  prayer  and  sacrifice,  they  fell  upon  the  country  of 
the  Bomans,  and  thought  they  could  plunder  it  with 
impunity.  Then  Ancus  left  the  management  of  the  public 
worship  to  the  priests,  and  took  up  arms,  and  fought  with 
his  enemies,  and  conquered  their  towns  and  destroyed 
them.  And  many  of  the  inhabitants  he  brought  to 
Borne,  and  gave  them  dweUings  on  the  Aventine  hill. 
Therefore  Ancus  enlarged  the  city,  and  dug  a  deep  trench 
in  that  part  where  the  slope  of  the  hills  was  not  steep 
enough  to  protect  Eome  from  her  enemies.  After  this  he 
fortified  the  hill  Janiculus  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tiber, 
and  built  a  wooden  bridge  over  the  river ;  and  he  con- 
quered all  the  land  between  Bome  and  the  sea,  and  planted 
a  colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber,  which  he  called  Ostia, 
and  made  there  a  harbour  for  sea-going  ships.  And  when 
Ancus  had  been  king  for  four-and-twenty  years,  he  died 
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calmly  and  happily  like  Numa,  and  the  Bomans  honoured 
his  memory,  for  he  was  just  in  time  of  peace,  and  coura- 
geous and  victorious  in  time  of  war. 


Prosaic 
character 
of  the 
legend. 


Adcus  a 

second 

Numa. 


Critical  examination  of  the  Legend  of  Ancus  Mardus. 

The  story  of  Ahcus  Marcius  is  entirely  destitute  of 
miracles.  All  events  lie  within  the  bounds  of  possibility, 
perhaps  even  of  probability.  But  in  proportion  as  it  is 
credible,  it  is  scanty.  The  story  contains  nothing  charac- 
teristic, there  is  nothing  in  it  which  could  call  forth  sur- 
prise or  admiration,  horror  or  fear,  and  might  on  that 
account  live  for  centuries  in  the  mouth  of  the  people. 
Ancus  is  the  dullest  and  most  prosaic  of  all  the  Boman 
kings. 

He  is  called  the  grandson  of  Numa,  and  is  indeed  only 
a  second  Numa.  As  such  he  betrays  himself  by  his  name 
Marcius,  for  this  is  the  name  of  Numa  Marcius,  the  first 
high  pontiff,  and  friend  of  king  Numa,  to  whom  Numa 
confided  the  sacred  books  ;  in  reality  this  Numa  Marcius 
is  the  same  person  as  Numa  Fompilius,  and  appears  as 
an  independent  person  only  because  the  founder  of  the 
Boman  religion  was  represented  sometimes  as  a  priest 
and  sometimes  as  a  king.^  The  legend  clearly  identifies 
Ancus  with  the  royal  priest,  for  it  makes  him  literally  a 
bridge-builder  (pontifex)  by  ascribing  to  him  the  build- 
ing of  the  first  wooden  bridge  over  the  Tiber.* 

It  is  especially  in  his  priestly  functions  that  Ancus 
coincides  with  his  supposed  grandfather  Numa.  He  dis- 
charges the  duties  of  a  priest  in  person,*  he  causes  the 
ceremonial  law  to  be  recorded,*  he  introduces  the  inter- 


'  Haxtnng,  Rdigion  der  Römer ^  i.  216.    See  above,  page  30. 

*  Liry,  i.  33. 

■  Liry,  i.  32,  33.  The  same  is  reported  of  Numa  (Livy,  i.  20) :  *  Ipse 
pliirima  sacra  obibat.' 

*  He  is  said  to  have  caused  it  to  be  written  on  tablets,  and  to  be  exhibited 
in  public  (Livy,  i.  33 ;  Dionysius,  iii.  38).  This  is  one  of  the  statements  which 
startle  us  by  their  absurdity.  The  pontifices  kept  their  science  secret  with  the 
greatest  jealousy  (Livy,  iv.  3  ;  vi.  1  ;  ix.  46).  How  could  any  ancient  writer 
invent  or  repeat  a  story  so  utterly  at  variance  with  this  fact,  even  if  it  be 
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national  law  of  tiie  fetials,'  he  endeayours  to  maintain  CHAP, 
peace,  he  enconrages  agriculture,  and  lastly  he  and  Nnma 
were  the  only  two  Roman  kings  who  died  a  natural  death. 
The  Btory  of  Ancut  is  stripped  of  the  miraculous  element. 
Eyen  the  account  of  the  unintarupted  peace  which  pre- 
yailed  during  the  reign  of  Numa  is  not  repeated  without 
modifleations.  Ancus  is  represented  as  peaceful,  but  at 
the  same  time  as  ready  and  able  to  fight.  There  is  by 
this  means  nothing  left  to  proyoke  scepticism,  while  at 
the  same  time  an  opportunity  is  giyen  to  attribute  to  this 
king  the  introduction  of  the  fetials,  and  the  laws  of  peace 
ajid  war.  Hence  a  war  with  the  Latins  *  is  attributed  to 
Ancus,  in  which  he  is  said  tohaye  conquered  four  *  towns, 
and  tohaye  transplanted  their  inhabitants  to  Bome.  Dio- 
nysius,  moreoyer,  teUs  long  and  tedious  stories  of  wars 
with  Fidense,  the  Sabines,  Yolscians,  and  Yeientines,  with 
all  of  which  wars  Liyy  is  unacquainted.  What  is  further 
related  of  Ancus,  yis.,  that  he  built  a  prison,  founded  Ostia, 
and  established  saltworks,  belongs  to  a  class  of  statements 
which,  for  reasons  that  are  not  always  intelligible,  the 
annalists  apparently  referred  at  random,  now  to  one  king, 
now  to  another.    Thus,  for  instance,  the  ezcayation  of  a 

granted  that  the  ait  of  writing  was  pmctifled  at  that  time  in  Home,  and  that 
Kuina  Pompilios  had  left  written  law  books.  We  shall  frequently  hare  occa- 
sion  to  iMtiee  the  careleMneM  or  ignorance  of  Greek  and  Latin  writers,  in 
making  statempnts  which  a  knowledge  of  or  attention  to  law,  religion,  or  custom 
would  have  shown  them  to  be  utterly  unfounded.  It  is,  therefore,  not  in  all 
eaaea  safe  to  defend  the  ancient  writers  by  saying  that  they  mnst  haye  known, 
better  than  we  know,  the  condition  of  the  society  about  which  thpy  wrote.  Their 
carelessness  and  want  of  critical  accuracy  too  frequently  counterbalanced  their 
superior  opportunities  of  knowing  the  truth. 

'  According  to  Bionysius  ( ii.  72),  and  Plutarch  (Numat  p.  1 2),  it  was  Nuraa  who 
introduced  the  fetiales.  Cicero  (De  Bep^^  "•  17)  ascribes  their  institution  to 
TuUus  Hostilins.  Livy  (i.  32),  in  naming  Ancus  Marcius  as  the  author  of  the 
fetial  law,  contradicts  his  own  narrative  (i.  24),  where  he  had  referred  to  it  as 
existing  under  Tullus. 

'  LiTy  (i.  32)  mentions  as  the  cause  of  this  war  the  rupture  of  the  alliance 
with  Tullus  Hostilins,  of  which,  however,  he  has  reported  nothing. 

•  These  towns — ^via.,  Politorium,  Tellenae,  Ficana,  andMedullia— if  they  ever 
existed  as  separate  communities,  must  have  been  very  insignificant.  Not  a  trace 
of  sny  of  these  places  whs  left  in  historical  times,  nor  is  even  the  locality  of  any 
of  them  known  (see  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gea^h.^  i.  599).  MeduUia  is  reported  as 
oonquered  a  second  time  by  Tarquinius  Priscus  (Livy,  i.  38). 
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Ancus  and 
the  Roman 
plebs. 


Patricians 
and  ple- 
beians. 


Supposed 
distinction 
between 
plebeians 
and  clients. 


trench  (the  so-called  Fossa  Quiritiam)  is  ascribed  not 
to  Ancus  alone,  but  to  Numa,*  to  Servius  Tullius,*  and 
Tarquiidus  Superbus,*  with  this  difference,  that  it  is  called 
at  one  time  a  sewer '  constructed  in  Eome,  at  another  a 
ditch  for  the  fortification  of  the  Quirinal,*  at  another  a 
ditch  surrounding  Ostia.*  Thus  the  credit  of  having" 
added  the  hill  Ccelius  to  the  town  is  claimed  for  Bomulus, 
for  TuUus  Hostilius,  for  Ancus  Marcius,  and  for  the  elder 
Tarquin.^  The  Etruscan  captain,  Coeles  Vibenna,  from 
whom  the  name  of  the  hill  is  generally  derived,  has  no 
settled  place  in  the  chronicles  of  the  regal  period,  and  hy 
Testus  is  even  split  into  two  persons,  called  respectively 
Coeles  and  Vibenna.^  According  to  Dionysius,  Varro, 
and  Paulus  Diaconus,  he  came  to  Borne  under  Bomulus  ;^ 
according  to  Tacitus,  under  Tarquinius  Priscus." 

What  we  have  said  is  sufficient  to  show  the  worth  of 
the  alleged  history  of  Ancus  Marcius.  We  might  now 
take  leave  of  this  king,  if  the  high  authority  of  Niebuhr 
did  not  compel  us  to  examine  an  hypothesis  concerning 
the  origin  of  the  Boman  plebs,  which  he  has  ventured  to 
base  on  the  story  of  King  Ancus,  and  which  has  been 
adopted  by  most  modem  historians.* 

The  ancients,  and  all  modem  writers  before  Niebuhr, 
were  of  opinion  that  from  its  very  beginning  the  Boman 
people  consisted  of  patricians  and  plebeians.  According 
to  this  view  the  plebeians  were  clients,  that  is,  dependants 
or  tenants  of  the  patricians,  bound  to  perform  special 
services,  in  return  for  which  they  enjoyed  the  protection  of 
the  patricians,  especially  in  cases  of  legal  prosecutions. 

This  view,  though  simple  and  intelligible,  is  rejected  by 
Niebuhr  as  untenable,  and  altogether  wrong.  He  puts  in 
its  place  a  theory  for  which  no  evidence  can  be  found 
in  the  ancient  writers,  and  which  has  not  even  the  merit 

"  Dionj'siuB,  ii,  62.  '  Livy,  i.  44.        »  Aurel.  Victor,  de  vir.  ill.  8. 

*  Livy,  i.  33.  *  Festus,  s.  v.  Quiritium  fossae,  p.  254  ed.  Müller. 

*  Cicero,  De  Rep,,  ii.  8.     Dionysius,  ii.  öO.     Li\-y,  i.  30. 

*  Festus,  8.  T.  Tuscum  vicum,  p.  355  ed.  Müller. 

*  See  the  passages  in  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  507*  n.  5,  6. 

*  Becker,  Rom.  Älterthümer,  ii.  1,  135.     Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.  i.  628. 
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of  clearness,  simplicity,  and  probability.*  According  to  this  CHAP. 
theory,  there  was  at  first  no  plebs  in  Eome  at  all,  and  .  ;  •  _. 
the  people  consisted  only  of  patricians  and  clients.  It  was 
Ancus  Marcins,  according  to  Niebuhr,  who  added  the  plebs 
to  the  original  inhabitants,  by  transplanting  the  conquered 
Latins  to  Borne,  under  new  conditions  and  on  a  new  legal 
footing,  neither  placing  them  as  patricians  and  clients  in 
the  existing  three  tribes  of  Bamnes,  Tities,  and  Luceres, 
nor  making  a  new  tribe  of  them,  as  Tullus  had  done  with 
the  Albans,  but  forming  them  into  a  distinct  class  of 
citizens,  with  peculiar  rights  and  duties.  From  this  time 
forward  there  were  three  classes  of  citizens  in  Rome, — ^the 
patricians,  their  clients,  and  the  plebeians,  whose  political 
contests  make  up  the  principal  part  of  the  internal  history 
of  Rome.  To  establish  this  theory  Niebuhr  brings  the 
following  arguments. 

In  historical  times  the  Aventine  Hill  was  the  principal  Ai^gumentb 
quarter  of  the  Roman  plebs.     This  hill  was  peopled  by  thlTdis-^ 
Ancus  Marcius  with  the  conquered  Latins.     Ancus  was  tinction. 
unable  to  form  them  into  a  new  tribe ;  for,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  the  third  tribe,  that  of  the  Luceres  under  Tullus 
Hostilius,  the   framework   of  political  organisation  was 
complete,  and  could  be  disturbed  no  more.     Ancus  was 
consequently  compelled  to  create  a  new  legal  status  for 
the  citizens  whom  he  had  incorporated,  and  this  he  did  by 
placing  them  as  plebeians  by  the  side  of  the  patricians  and 
their  clients. 

This  reasoning  is  exposed  to  several  serious  objections:* — 

1.  The  plebeians  did  not  dwell  on  the  Aventine  alone.  Objections 
but  in  every  part  of  the  city,  and  especially  in  the  country.^  M^uments. 

2.  The  Aventine  and  the  vaUey  which  lay  between  it 
and  the  Palatine  ^  were  far  too  small  to  receive  the  many 

»  Niebuhr,  Bom,  Gesch.,  i.  422  ;  English  translation,  i.  398. 

*  See  the  author  a  Researches,  p.  12  {Forschungen^  p.  10). 
■  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  630. 

*  LiTy,  i.  33 :  *  T  m  quoque  multis  millibus  Latinorum  in  ciTitatem  acceptis, 
qiubns  nt  inngeretur  Palatio  ATentinum,  ad  Murcise  datte  sedes.'  This 
Talley  of  Murcia  wa«,  however,  at  that  time  still  covered  by  a  swamp,  and, 
according  to  the  received  tradition,  was  hot  drained  till  the  time  of  the  Tarquinii 
by  the  Cloaca  Maxima  (Livy,  i.  36  ;  Ovid,  Fast.,  ii.  391).    Then  the  greatest 
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BOOK     thousand  Latins  whom  Ancns  is  said  to  liave  settled 
-_    ,•     ^  there. 

S.  It  was  not  before  the  Icilian  law,  fifty*one  years  after 
the  expulsion  of  the  kings,  that  the  Ayentine  appeam  to 
hare  become  the  principal  plebeian  quarter,  up  to  that 
time  it  had  been  mostly  arable  land  and  pasture. 

4.  The  story  of  the  transplanting  of  conquered  popula- 
tions to  Borne  deserves  no  credit.  It  is  not  at  all  probable 
that  the  cultivators  of  the  surrounding  districts  were  taken 
away  from  their  fields  and  their  fieuins,  and  made  to  live  in 
the  city,  where  they  could  only  be  a  useless  rabble.  Nor 
can  we  imagine  that  a  hostile  population,  just  conquered 
in  war,  were  transplanted  in  great  numbers  to  Borne  to  be 
settled  on  such  a  hill  as  the  Aventine,  which  formed  a 
req)ectable  stronghold,  where  they  might  have  become 
troublesome  or  dangerous.  In  historical  times  the  Bomans 
were  accustomed  to  adopt  a  policy  the  very  reverse  of  that 
ascribed  to  Ancus.  Instead  of  carrying  their  conquered 
enemies  to  Borne,  they  sent  Boman  colonists  into  the  con- 
quered tovms.  The  unauthentiLcated  accounts  of  the  regal 
period  which  speak  of  the  reception  of  Sabines,  Albans,  and 
Latins  in  Borne,  are  either  invented  to  explain  the  alleged 
rapid  growth  of  the  city,  or  they  proceed  from  a  misun- 
derstanding. The  expression  that  the  conquered  Latins 
were  received  into  the  city,  implying  that  they  were  made 
Boman  citizens,'  may  have  been  erroneously  interpreted 
as  meaning  that  they  were  bodily  transferred  to  Bome. 

5.  There  is  no  ground  for  supposing  that  the  conquered 
Latins  were  received  under  conditions  different  from  those 
under  which  the  alleged  transfer  of  Albans  took  place 
under  Tullus,*  even  if  we  allow,  for  argument's  sake,  that 

portioD  of  it  was  used  as  a  race-course.  Becker  (Bom,  Mterth.,  ii.  310,  n.  1)  and 
Niebuhr  saw  that  this  locality  was  not  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  the 
thousands  of  conquered  Latins,  alleged  to  have  been  transferred  to  Kome. 
They  took  refuge  therefore  in  the  hypothesis,  tbat  only  a  pari  of  the  Latins 
were  located  here.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  such  an  hypothetical  limitation 
materially  weakens  the  cogency  of  the  argument  and  the  strength  of  the  evidence. 

•  'In  civitatem  recepti.' — ^Livy,  i.  33. 

*  This  is  also  the  opinion  of  Oottling  (JRihniacke  SUtatsver/aseunff,  §  87),  and 
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they  were  brought  to  Borne  at  all  by  Ancus.  If  it  be  true, 
as  Niebuhr  supposes,  that  TuUus  formed  the  tribe  of  the 
Lnoeres  out  of  the  Albans,  it  is  di£Scult  to  see  why  Ancus 
could  not  have  formed  a  fourth  tribe  out  of  the  Latins,  or 
what  prevented  him  from  distributing  them  equally  among 
the  three  existing  tribes. 

6.  There  was  no  difference  in  historical  times,  in  point  of 
coDstitntional  rights,  between  Clients  and  Plebeians,  It  is 
a  groundless  assumption  that  any  such  difference  existed 
in  the  time  of  the  early  kings,  of  which  we  possess  no 
authenticated  records. 

7.  All  accounts  concerning  King  Ancus  are  nnhistorical. 
If  Ancus  was  only  the  reflected  image  of  Numa,  and  Numa 
himself  only  the  personification  of  an  imaginary  religious 
lawgiver,    the    story  of    the    settlement    of    Latins    in 
Borne  falls  to  the  ground,  and  it  would  be  unsafe  to  base 
upon  such  doubtful  facts  any  hypothesis  about  the  origin 
and  the  rights  of  the  different  classes  of  citizens  in  ancient 
Bome.     The  stories  of  TuDus  Hostilius  and  Ancus  Marcius 
are  like  shadowy  forms,  which  vanish  into  nothing  as  we 
approach  them.     Perhaps  even  the  names  and  the  order 
of  succession  of  the  seven  kings,  and  the  character  of  the 
story,  as  it  is  found  in  Livy  and  Dionysius,  are  the  result 
of  mere  chance.     By  some  other  chance  Romulus  might 
have  been  succeeded  by  Servins,  and  instead  of  Tullus  the 
third  king  might  have  been  called  Coelius.*     We  must 
altogether  cast  aside  the  notion  that  the  neatly  adjusted  General 
series  of  events  in  the  regal  period  is  even  so  much  as  an  ^"^jlj^i^p^j, 
outline  of  real  events.     The  whole  history  of  the  kings  is  of  the  regal 
worthless  in  its  detail.    All  that  we  can  hope  to  do  is  to    "^°^^'* 
form  from  the  various  materials  a  rough  picture  of  the 

Becker  {Rom,  Alterth.,  ii.  1,  135),  thongh  they  fail  to  drav  the  necessary  con- 
clusion. 

*  Sy  Appian  (i.  2)  he  is  called  Ancus  Hostilius,  instead  of  Tullus  Hostilius. 
If  EtroBcan  annals  had  been  preserved,  we  might  possibly  have  found  in  them 
the  following  list  of  Boman  kings:  1.  Romulus,  2.  Tages,  3.  Coelius,  4.  Mar- 
cius, b.  Tarchon,  6.  Mastama,  7.  Tarquinius.  The  wife  of  Tarquinius  Priscus 
is  called  Tanaquil  after  such  Etruscan  annals ;  her  Latin  name  is  Gaia  Caecilia. 
—See  Niebnhr,  Born.  Getch,  i.  396,  401  ;  English  translation,  i.  372,  377. 
VOL.  I.  E 
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BOOK     Boman  people,  its  constitution  and  religion,  at  the  begin- 
._    /     ^   ning  of  the  republic.     But  how  the  different  parts  arose 
one  after  another,  how  they  were  modified  and  enlarged, 
is  not  to  be  learnt  from  the  traditional  story  of  the  kings. 
The  ancients  themselves  knew  nothing  of  it,   and  en- 
deavoured to  supply  by  guesses  the  want  of  evidence. 
Results  of       Whether  with  such  a  view  as  this  we  gain  or  lose  is  a 
critidsm!     Q^^stion  with  which  we  are  not  concerned ;  for  the  search 
after  truth  is  independent  of  all  calculations  of  the  possible 
gain.     Yet  it  is  a  real  gain  to  get  rid  of  deception,  and  to 
draw  the  line  between  that  which  precedes  and  that  which 
follows  the  beginning  of  genuine  history. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  LEGEND  OF  LUCIUS  TAKaUINIUS  PRISCÜS.  51 


CHAPTEE  VI. 

THE   LEGSND   OF  LUCIUS  TABQUINIUS   PEIS0Ü8. 

At  the  time  when  Ancus  Marcius  was  king,  there  lived  in     CHAP. 
the  town  of  Tarquinii,  in  the  land  of  the  Etruscans,  a  rich        ^^-   ^ 
and  intelligent  man  called  Lucnmo,  the  son  of  Demaratus,  ^^^ 
a  noble  of  the  race  of  the  Bacchiads  of  Corinth,  who  had  Lucumo 
been  driven  by  the  tyrant  Kypselos  out  of  his  native  town,  rJJ!^©.^ 
aud  had  fled  to  Etruria.    Now,  because  Lucumo  was  the 
son  of  a  stranger,  the  people  of  Tarquinii  despised  him, 
and  refused  him  every  place  of  honour  and  dignity.     His 
wife  Tanaquil  therefore  advised  him  to  leave  the  town  of 
Tarquinii  and  to  emigrate  to  Rome,  where  strangers  were 
kindly  received.     Thus  Lucumo  went  to  Eome.     And 
when  he  had  come  to  the  hill  of  Janiculus,  near  the  town, 
an  eagle  shot  down  from  the  air,  and  took  his  hat  from 
hia  head  and  flew  away  with  it ;  and  after  he  had  wheeled 
about  for  a  time  over  the  carriage  in  which  Lucumo  and 
his  wife  Tanaquil  sat,  he  flew  down  again  and  replaced 
the  hat  on  the  head  of  Lucumo.     Then  Tanaquil,  who  was 
familiar  with  heavenly  signs,  knew  that  her  husband  was 
destined  to  attain  high  honours  in  Some. 

Now  in  Eome  Lucumo  altered  his  name,  and  called  How 
himself  Lucius  Tarquiniug,  after  his  native  town,  and  he  ^v^'™  n,^ 
was  soon  highly  regarded,  for  he  was  wise  in  council,  himself 
courteous  in  war,  as  well  as  kind  and  generous  towards  xaroui- 
hiB  inferiors.     For  this  reason  King  Ancus  took  him  for  ^^^* 
his  counsellor,  confided  to  him  the  most  weighty  matters,  great  in 
and  before  he  died  appointed  him  the  guardian  of  his  sons.  ^o°^®- 
Then  Tarquinius  so  contrived  that  the  people  chose  him, 
and  not  one  of  the  sons  of  Ancus,  for  their  king ;  and  thus 
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BOOK     the  divine  omen  which  Tanaqoil,  his  wife,  had  explained 


I. 


to  him,  was  fulfilled. 


Of  Lucius        ^oyr  when  Tarquinius  had  become  king,  he  carried  on 
Tapquin-     «v^ar  with  the  Latins  and  conquered  many  of  their  towns. 

1U8  tnfi         .— 

liijUg,  He  made  war  also  on  the  Sabines,  who  had  invaded  the 

Boman  country  with  a  large  and  powerful  army,  and  had 
penetrated  even  to  the  walls  of  the  city.  And  when  Tar- 
quinius was  at  war  with  them  and  was  in  great  danger,  he 
vowed  a  temple  to  Jupiter,  and  so  he  overcame  his  enemies. 
Then  he  waged  war  against  the  Etruscans,  and  subdued 
the  whole  land  of  Etruria,  so  that  the  Etruscans  recog- 
nised him  as  their  king  and  sent  him  the  royal  insignia, 
the  golden  crown,  the  sceptre,  the  ivory  chair,  the  em- 
broidered tunic,  and  the  purple  toga,  and  the  twelve  axes 
in  the  bundles  of  rods.  Thus  these  emblems  of  royal  power 
came  to  Bome,  and  remained  to  the  Boman  kings  as  a 
sign  of  their  dominion  over  the  people. 
How  Attus  When  all  enemies  were  conquered,  and  Bome  had  in- 
withstood  creased  in  power,  in  size,  and  in  the  number  of  its  citizens, 
t  e  ng.  Tarquinius  determined  to  arrange  the  people  anew  and  to 
appoint  other  tribes  in  the  place  of  the  tribes  of  the 
Bamnes,  the  Titles,  and  the  Luceres  which  Bomulus  had 
ordained.  But  the  gods  sent  unfavourable  signs,  and  the 
augur  Attus  Navius  opposed  the  king,  and  forbade  an 
alteration  of  the  old  division  of  the  people  against  the  will 
of  the  gods.  Then  Tarquinius  thought  to  mock  and  to 
humble  the  augur,  and  told  hljn  to  consult  the  sacred 
birds,  whether  what  he  had  now  in  his  mind  could  come 
to  pass.  And  when  Attus  Navius  had  consulted  the  birds 
and  had  obtained  a  favourable  answer,  Tarquinius  gave 
him  a  whetstone  and  a  razor,  and  said,  ^  This  is  what  I 
had  in  my  mind ;  you  shall  cut  through  the  stone  with 
this  knife.'  Then  Attus  cut  the  stone  through  with  the 
knife  and  compelled  Tarquinius  to  give  up  his  intentions. 
But  the  knife  and  the  stone  were  buried  in  the  Forum, 
and  hard  by  the  spot  a  statue  of  Attus  Navius  was  set  up 
in  remembrance  of  the  miracle  he  wrought. 
How  Tar-        As  Tarquinius  could  not  alter  the  names  of  the  old  tribes 
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nor  incFease  their  number,  he  doubled  the  number  of  the     CHAP. 
noble  houses  in  each  tribe,  and  called  those  which  he  now         /     - 
admitted  the  younger  houses  of  the  Eamnes,  the  Tities,  q^iinius 
and  the  Luceres.     And  the  centuries  of  the  knights  he  ^«»it  ^^b 
doubled  also,  and  the  senate,  so  that  the  division  of  the  and  the 
people  which  Eomulus  had  made  remained  unaltered  with  ^^^^"^^ 
the  old  names,  onljr  in  each  division  was  the  number  of 
the  houses  doubled. 

And  to  fulfil  the  vow  that  he  had  made  in  the  war  with  ^  *® . 

Capitolitie 

the  Sabines,  Tarquinius  began  to  build  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Jupiter. 
on  the  Capitoline  hill.  And  he  levelled  a  place  on  the 
hill  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  temple.  And  as  they 
were  digging  into  the  mountain,  they  found  a  human 
head.  This  was  interpreted  as  a  sign  that  that  place 
should  be  the  head  of  aU  the  earth.  And  the  old  sanc- 
tuaries which  stood  in  the  place  where  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  was  to  be  built  were  transferred  to  other  places, 
according  to  the  sacred  rites  which  the  pontifices  pre- 
scribed. But  the  altars  of  the  god  of  youth  and  of  the 
god  of  boundaries  could  not  be  transferred,  so  they  had  to 
be  left  in  their  places,  and  were  inclosed  in  the  temple  of 
Jupiter.  This  was  a  sign  that  the  boundary-line  of  the 
Boman  commonwealth  would  never  recede,  aud  that  its 
youth  would  be  everlasting. 

Moreover  Tarquinius  built  large  sewers  underground,  Of  the 
and  drained  the  lower  valleys  of  the  city  which  lay  between  woAs  of 
the  hills,  and  which,  till  then,  were  marshy  and  uniuhabi-  ^^P^  ^*^" 

,  •'  quinius. 

table.  And  in  the  valley  between  the  Capitoline  and  the 
Palatine  hUls,  he  laid  out  the  Forum  for  a  market-place, 
and  surrounded  it  with  covered  walks  and  booths.  He 
drained  also  the  valley  of  Murcia,  between  the  Aventine 
and  the  Palatine,  and  there  he  levelled  a  race-course,  and 
introduced  games  like  those  of  the  Etruscans.  These 
were  celebrated  every  year,  and  were  called  the  Roman 
games.  Thus  Tarquinius  gained  great  renown  in  peace 
and  in  war,  and  he  reigned  for  thirty-seven  years,  until  he 
reached  a  great  age. 
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BOOK 
I. 


Attributes 
of  Tar- 
quiniua 
riflcus. 


qui] 
Frii 


His  poli- 
tical 
changes. 


Critical  examination  of  the  Legend  of  Tarquinius  Priscus. 

The  story  of  Taxquinius  Priscus  has  at  the  first  glance  the 
appearance  of  a  plausible  historical  tradition.  Yet  upon 
closer  examination  this  picture  also  vanishes  before  our 
eyes,  and  resolves  itself  into  the  elements  of  legend  and 
fiction.  There  are  two  distinct  political  measures  which, 
apart  from  his  wars,  are  ascribed  to  Tarquinius  PiHuscus ; 
namely,  the  alterations  he  made  in  the  constitution,  and 
the  works  and  buildings  with  which  he  improved  the  town. 
With  reference  to  the  former,  Tarquinius  appears  like 
another  Bomulus  or  Tullus  Hostilius,  and  with  reference 
to  the  latter  he  is  identical  with  Tarquinius  Superbus. 

The  substance  of  the  internal  reform  is  nothing  more 
than  a  doubling  of  the  number  of  citizens,  and  is,  there- 
fore, a  measure  similar  to  those  which  are  ascribed  to 
Bomulus  after  the  Sabine  w^ar,  and  to  Tullus  after  the 
conquest  of  Alba.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  discover  in  the 
acts  of  the  three  kings  any  essential  difference.  Dif- 
ferent writers  represent  the  innovation  in  different  ways, 
namely : — 

1.  As  a  doubling  of  the  three  old  tribes  of  the  Bamnes, 
the  Tities,  and  the  Luceres.^ 

2.  As  a  doubling  of  the  corresponding  three  centuries 
of  knights.* 

8.  As  an  increase  of  the  senate.' 

These  different  representations  do  not  contradict  each 
other.  For  as  the  tribes,  the  centuries  of  knights,  and 
the  senate  were  all  organised  on  the  basis  of  the  three- 
fold division  of  the  people,  in  such  manner  that  the 
numbers  of  each  were  three,  or  multiples  of  three,  it  is 
clear  that  an  alteration  in  any  one  of  these  parts  implied 
a  corresponding  alteration  in  the  other  parts.  It  was 
therefore  sufficient  for  a  writer  to  refer  to  the  change  in 
one  or  the  other  body  in  order  to  characterise  the  whole 

'  Dionysius.  iii.  71.    Festus,  s.  v.  Naria,  p.  169,  ed.  Müll.         *  Livy,  i.  36. 
■  Livy,  i.  36.    Dionysius,  iii.  67.    Plutarch,  Numa^  2  ;  Eutrop.  i.  6, 
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refonn.     Now,  as  the  writers  of  the  republican  period  had     CHAP. 


but  a  dim  recollection  of  the  old  tribes  of  Ramnes,  Titles, 
and  Luceres,^  but  were  familiar  with  the  centuries  of 
knights,  they  naturally,  for  the  most  part,  represent  the 
reform  of  Tarquinius  Priscus  exclusively  with  reference 
to  the  change  which  he  made  in  these  centuries.^ 

We  find  that  even  the  ancients  endeavoured  to  harmo-  Artifidal 
nise  the  increase  of  the  knights  effected  by  Tarquinius  °^™  ^^ 
witii  the  traditions  concerning  the  number  of  knights 
under  Bomulus  and  Tullus  Hostilius.  Modem  writers 
have  followed  in  the  same  track,  which  in  the  end  could 
only  lead  to  the  discovery  that  ^  the  traditional  numbers 
reported  with  reference  to  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
knights  are  not  derived  from  positive  testimony,  but  are 
only  worked  out  to  show  the  gradual  development  of 
the  organisation  as  it  existed  at  a  later  period,  and  that 
all  the  statements  with  reference  to  it  are  the  result  of 
conjectural  calculation.'  * 

It  is  not  difficult  to  prove  that  this  is  perfectly  true.  Constitu- 
In  the  constitution  of  Servius*  there  were  eighteen  centu-  f^^g  ^f' 
ries  or  companies  of  knights,  namely,  six  old  centuries —  Tarquinius 
the  so-called  six  *  suffrages,'  which  are  generally  supposed 
to   be  the  original  patrician  centuries  of  knights — and 
twelve  new  centuries.     Eomulus  had  at  first  made  only 
three  such   centuries.*      It  was,  therefore,  requisite  to 
show  how  the  later  number  had  gradually  arisen  out  of 
the  former.     The  process  was  supposed  to  be  the  follow- 
ing.    The  300  knights  of  the  three  centuries  of  Romulus 
were    doubled    after    the    conquest  of   Alba  by  Tullus 
Hostilius,  and  brought,  therefore,  to  the  number  of  600. 
Tullus   left  the  old  centuries  of  Bamnian,  Titian,  and 
Luceran  knights  unchanged  in  name  and  organisaticn. 
He  effected  his  purpose  by  simply  doubling  the  number  of 

*  See  Sdnregler,  Ham.  Gesch.,  i.  497,  n.  2.  »  Livy,  i.  86. 
■  Sehwegler,  Barn,  Gesch.,  i.  693,  69  L              *  See  below,  chap.  7. 

*  This  number  agrees  only  with  the  gf'neral  supposition  of  the  ancients  that 
the  three  tribes  (the  Ramnes,  Tities,  and  Luceres)  existed  under  Komulus,  but 
not  with  the  theory  of  some  modem  writers  (see  Schwegler,  Rom,  Gesch.,  i. 
505)  that  the  Luceres  were  added  to  the  other  two  tribes  at  a  later  period. 
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knights  in  each  century.     His  proceeding,  therefore,  was 
precisely  the  same  as  that  ascribed  to  Tarquinius  Prisons. 
The  next  step  was  taken  by  Tarqninius,  who  acted  like 
his  predecessor,   and,  without  altering   either  name  or 
organisation,  doubled  the  number  of  600,  composing  the 
three  centuries  of  Bamnian,  Titian,  and  Luceran  knights, 
which  TuUus  Hostilius  had  formed.     He  had,  therefore, 
now   1,200   knights   nominally   in   three   centuries,   but 
really  in  twelve   centuries,   and  these  are    the    twelve 
centuries  of  knights  which  are  found  in  the  constitution 
of  Servius  Tullius  apart  from  the  ^  six  suffrages.'     This  is 
the  report  of  Festus,*  and  there   is  perfect  order  and 
symmetry  in  this   calculation.     But  unfortunately  it  is 
contradicted  by  the  statement  of  Livy,*  which  appears  to 
have  been  more  generally  accepted,  that  Servius  Tullius, 
when  he  reorganised  the  constitution,  did  not  find  twelve 
but  six  centuries  of  knights,  viz.,  the  six  old  *  suflFrages,' 
and  that  he   added  to  them  twelve  new  centuries    of 
knights.     This  view  cannot  be  made  to  agree  with  the 
statements  which  ascribe  a  doubling  of  the  number  of 
knights,  first  to  TuUus  Hostilius,  and  then  to  Tarquinius 
Prisons,  for  the  rules  of  arithmetic  are  inexoiuble,  and 
according  to  them  twice  three  are  six,  and  twice  six  are 
1^® ,.        twelve.     We  are  lost  here  in  a  labyrinth,  out  of  which  we 

douDling  "^ 

of  the  cen-  Can  extricate  ourselves  only  by  the  discovery  that  the 
turiee.  doubling  of  the  original  three  centuries,  which  according 
to  all  accounts  took  place  at  one  time  or  another,  was 
erroneously  ascribed  by  some  writers  to  TuUus  Hostilius, 
by  others  to  Tarquinius,  and  that  by  later  compilers  these 
statements  were  combined.  Thus  the  number  of  the 
centuries  of  the  knights  being  supposed  to  have  been 
doubled  twice,'  no  longer  agreed  with  the  commonly 
received  accounts  of  the  Servian  constitution. 

*  Festus,  s.  T.  Sex  suf&agia,  p.  334,  ed.  Müller.  •  Livy,  i.  36,  43. 

'  A  much  more  plausible  solution  of  the  difficulty  is  the  hypothesis  that 
Romulus,  Tatius,  and  Tullus  appointed  100  knights  each,  and  that  Tarquinius, 
by  doubling  these,  raised  the  number  to  600  (Schwegler,  Rom.  Gisch.^  592). 
But  this  hypothesis  is  contrary  to  the  universal  tradition,  which  fixed  the 
original  number  of  knights  at  300. 
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The  same  difficulties  present  themselves  if  we  attempt    CHAP, 
to  explain  the  gradual  increase  of  the  number  of  senators  s. — ^ — - 
from  100  under  Romulus  to  800  under  Tarquinius.^     Ac-  The 
cording  to  the  common  account,  the  senate  of  Romulus  doubling 
coDsiated  at  first  of  100  members.     This   number  was  senate. 
doubled    after    the    union  with    the   Sabines.      At  the 
accession  of  Tarquinius,  accordingly,  the  senate  counted 
200  members.     The  usual  number  afterwards  was  300. 
It  was  therefore  clear  that  Tarquinius   did  not  double 
the  number  of  senators,  as  by  doing  so  he  would  have 
raised    their    number    to    400.*      Consequently    it    was 
alleged  that  he  only  added  100  members.*    Yet  we  find 
it  also  stated  ^  that  Tarquin  doubled  the  number  of  sena- 
tors.    To   make  this   statement  tally  with  the  normal 
number  of  800,  it  was  necessary  to  suppose  that  before 
the  time  of  Tarquin  the  senate  consisted  of  150  mem- 
bers.*   These,  again,  were  made  to  consist  of  100  Roman 
senators  appointed  by  Romulus,  and  fifty  Sabines  added 
to  the  original  100  after  the  union  of  the  two  nations.^ 
It  is  evident  that  all  these  calculations   and  theories 
are  worthless.^    Wherever  we  turn,  and  whatever  part 

'  See  above,  p.  23. 

*  Though  this  is  stated  by  2jonar4is,  vii.  8. 

'  This  cansed  new  difficulties.  A  senate  of  200  members  does  not  suit  the 
(ÜTision  of  the  people  into  three  tribes,  which  is  generally  ascribed  to  Romulus, 
and  which  must  be  supposed  to  have  existed  at  the  time  of  Tarquinius.  It 
has,  therefore,  been  supposed  (Schwegler,  R'&m.  Gesch.,  i.  692)  that  the  third 
tribe  (the  Luceres)  was  inferior  in  rank,  and  not  represented  in  the  senate 
before  Tarquinius.  It  would  follow  that  Tarquinius  excluded  from  the  senate 
the  new  patrician  houses  which  he  had  created,  whilst  he  admitted  the  Luceres, 
who  had  preyiously  been  excluded.  This  hypothesis  does  not  recommend  itself 
oa  the  score  of  plausibility. 

*  Cicero,  De  Rep.,  ii.  20.     Plutarch,  yuma,  2. 

*  Plutarch,  Numa,  2.    Zonaras,  vii.  6.  •  Dionysius,  ii.  47. 

'  Becker  (Rom,  Mterthümerii.  1,  344)  despairs  of  solving  the  difficulties  pre- 
6cnt<^  by  the  conflicting  statements  regarding  the  numbers  of  the  senate  in 
successive  periods,  difficulties  which  are  in  fact  insoluble  and  which  have 
haffled  the  most  ingenious  and  learned  critics.  If  the  universal  statement  of 
the  ancient  authors  is  true,  that  the  senate  originally  numbered  100  members, 
and  that  its  normal  strength  under  Tarquinius  was  300,  it  is  impossible  to 
account  for  the  increase  without  having  recourse  to  conjectures.  My  feeling  is 
that  from  the  very  beginning,  the  number  of  tribes  being  three,  the  ide<U 
Btiength  of  the  senate  was  300.    This  ideal  number,  however,  was  never  care* 
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BOOK     of  the  narrative  we  examine,  everywhere  we  meet  witli 
>,.^    /  ,>   contradictions  and  impossibilities,  which  one  and  all  axise 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  doubling  of  the  number  of 
citizens  was  related  several  times  instead  of  being  related 
once.     That  this  duplication  took  place  at  one  time  seems 
to  be  certain.     The  memory  of  it  was  kept  alive  by  the 
designation  of  senior  and  junior  houses.'     But  whenever 
this  union  really  took  place,  it  doubled  the  patrician 
houses  and  the  number  of  fighting  men  only  once.     It 
raised  the  army  from  one  legion  to  two,  and  the  knights 
from  300  to  600.     It  made  no  alteration  in  the  existing 
division  of  the  people  into  three  tribes,  which  seems  to 
have  been  primeval.     All  attempts  to  trace  a  successive 
development  of  the  fundamental,  political,  and  military 
organisation    under    TuUus    Hostilius    and    Tarquinius 
Priscus  break  down  and  involve  us  in  inextricable  con- 
fusion.    The  fact  is  that  these  two  kings  are  not  his- 
torical but  legendary,   and  the    actions  and    measures 
ascribed  to  them  are    repetitions  of   the  actions    and 
measures  of  the  ideal  founder  of  the  city. 
The  public       As  to  the  public  works  of  Tarquinius  Priscus  they  are 
thT elder     ascribed  not  only  to  him,  but  also  to  the  younger  Tarquin. 
Tarquin.      iji^ig  contradiction  was  supposed  to  be  removed  by  the 
hypothesis  that  the  elder  Tarquin  began,  and  the  younger 
finished  them— an   idea  plausible   enough,  because   the 
grandeur   of  such   works  as  the  public  sewers  and  the 
Capitoline  temple  seems  to  have  surpassed  the  resources 
of  one  king.     But  this  hypothesis  will  hardly  command 
our  approval  when  we  bear  in  mind  that,  according  to  the 
usual  statement,  these  works  were  interrupted  and  at  a 
standstill  during  the  whole  period  of  the  reign  of  Servius 

folly  adhered  to,  and  it  was  all  but  impossible  to  keep  it  up  regularly.  At  the 
end  of  the  regal  period,  and  in  the  second  Punic  war,  it  had  fallen  off  to  about 
one-half.  If  this  had  taken  place  also  at  the  time  of  the  union  of  the  Romans 
and  the  Sabines,  the  senate  may  have  been  restored  to  its  original  strength  by 
doubling  the  number  of  senators. 

*  *  Patres  maiorum  gentium '  and '  patres  minorum  gentium '  (Cicero,  De  Rep.^ 
ii.  20 ;  Livy,  i.  35),  and  by  the  tradition  of  the  union  of  Romans  and  Sabines 
under  Romulus. — See  above,  pp.  12,  21. 
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ToIIiiis«     It  is  clear  that  the  oldest  tradition  ascribed  those     CHAP. 
works   simplj  to  King  Tarqninias.     Afterwards,   when         /    - 


instead  of  one  Tarqninins,  two  kings  of  that  name  were 
inserted  into  the  list  of  Boman  sovereigns,  and  for  the 
sake  of  distinction  were  denominated  respectiyelj  the 
^ elder  Tarquin'  and  the  'tyrant  Tarqnin,'  the  annalists 
indulged  their  favonrite  propensity,  by  ascribing  the 
same  fiEu^ts  to  both,  although  the  long  reign  of  Servius 
Tnllius  intervened  between  the  two  Tarquins.  It  would 
have  been  easy  to  remove  the  doubts  which  this  inter- 
ruption of  the  works  suggests.  Servius  might  have  been 
made  to  take  up  and  continue  the  buUdings  of  his  pre- 
decessor.^ The  fact  that  this  was  not  done  shows  that 
the  tradition  must  have  been  firmly  established  which 
ascribed  the  great  public  works  to  the  Tarquins  alone, 
whose  character  as  Etruscans  is  thereby  marked,  and  kept 
distinet  from  the  other  kings  of  Bome. 

Our  inquiry  has  led  us  to  the  same  conclusion,  namely,  The  wars 
that  the  accounts  of  Tarquinius  Priscus  are  unsupported  Z^ij^Hl 
by  historical  evidence.     The  strength  of  this  conclusion  is  I^riacuB. 
not  impaired  by  the  statements  regarding  the  wars  of 
Tarqninius  Priscus.     On  the  contrary,  if  anything  is  per- 
ceptible in  them,  it  is  the  dim  reflection  of  the  wars  of 
Bomulus.     The   Sabine  war  of  Tarquinius  reminds  us 
more  especially  of  the  war  of  Eomulus  with  Tatius.*    The 
Sabines  advanced  as  far  as  the  walls  of  Bome,  just  as 
Tatios  had  advanced  to  the  very  gate  of  the  town  on  the 
Palatine  hill;  and  in  his  distress,  Tarquin,  like  Bomulus, 
vows  a  temple  to  Jupiter.     In  his  Etruscan  wars  Tarquin 
gains  the  insignia  of  the  royal  dignity  precisely  as  TuUus 
Hostilius,  and  even  Eomulus,  had  done  before.  Thus,  then, 

*  This  WHS  actually  done  with  regaid  to  the  building  of  the  city  wall.  But 
Liry  (i.  36,  38)  says  no  more  than  that  Tarquinius  intended  (parabat)  to  build 
this  wall,  whereas  tradition  ascribes  its  entire  construction  to  Servius  (Livy,  i. 
44 ;  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.  i.  727).  The  construction  of  this  wall  and  the 
trench  belonging  to  it  is  ascribed,  therefore,  to  Nnma,  to  Ancus,  to  Tarquinius 
Priscus,  to  Serrius  Tullius,  and  to  Tarquinius  Superbus.  It  was  evidently  not 
looked  upon  as  peculiarly  Etruscan,  like  the  great  sewers  and  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  on  the  Capitol. 

*  Cicero,  De  Bep.,  ii.  20.    Liry,  i.  1,  36.    Bionysius,  iii.  Ö6. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


60 


ROMAN  HISTORY. 


BOOK 
I. 


The  Corin- 
thian 
descent  of 
theTar- 
quinii. 


the  three  kings  resolve  themselves  into  one  in  this  respect 
also,  and  it  is  confirmed  on  all  sides  that  the  alleged  story 
of  Tarquinins  Priscus  is  nothing  but  a  version  of  the  same 
old  legend  which  furnished  the  materials  for  the  stories  of 
Eomulus  and  of  TuUus  Hostilius. 

The  alleged  descent  of  the  Tarquinii  from  Corinth  de- 
serves no  more  credit  than  the  intercourse  of  Numa  with 
Pythagoras,  and  the  landing  of  -ffineas  in  Latium.  The 
chronology  of  the  Tarquinian  dynasty  (if  we  can  speak  of 
such  a  thing)  is  in  utter  and  hopeless  confusion.  If  we 
take  the  story  as  Livy  gives  it,  nobody  will  think  it 
possible  that  the  father  of  the  second  Tarqmn,  expelled  in 
495  B.C.,  can  be  the  son  of  a  Corinthian  citizen  expelled  bj 
Kypselos  about  650  b.c.,  that  is  155  years  before.*  More- 
over, the  genuine  Roman  tradition  represents  the  Tarquinii 
always  as  Etruscans,  and  never  as  Greeks.  The  story  of 
their  Corinthian  origin  is  due,  no  doubt,  to  Greek  imagina- 
tion, which  has  adorned  the  older  history  of  Bome  with  a 
variety  of  unhistorical  facts,  intended  to  show  the  inti- 
mate connection  between  the  mighty  Soman  people  and 
their  humble  admirers  and  subjects  beyond  the  Ionian 
Sea. 

*  See  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  i.  676. 
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CHAPTEE  Vn. 

THE  LEGEND  OF  SEBVIUS  NULLIUS« 

In  the  house  of  King  Tarquinius  was  a  virgin,'  called     CHAP. 
Ocrisia,  who  watched  the  holy  fire  sacred  to  the  house- 


hold god.  Once,  as  she  sat  by  the  hearth,  the  god  appeared  of  the 
to  her  in  the  flame.  And  she  loved  him  and  bore  him  a  ^*^^*^/^ 
son,  who  grew  up  in  the  house  of  the  king,  and  they  Seryius. 
called  him  Servius,  because  he  was  the  son  of  a  slave. 
One  day,  when  the  boy  had  fallen  asleep  in  a  chamber  in 
the  king's  house,  a  flame  played  about  the  head,  till  he 
awoke  from  his  sleep.  And  Tanaquil,  the  king's  wife, 
saw  from  this  that  Servius  was  destined  for  great  things. 
On  this  account,  when  he  was  grown  up  to  manhood, 
Tarquinius  gave  him  his  daughter  for  his  wife,  and  in- 
trusted to  him  the  most  important  business,  so  that  Servius 
was  in  the  highest  repute  among  the  elders,  as  well  as 
among  the  people.  When  this  became  known  to  the  sons 
of  King  Ancus,  who  were  wroth  with  Tarquinius  because 
he  had  deprived  them  of  their  paternal  heritage,  they  were 
afraid  that  Tarquinius  would  name  Servius  as  his  successor. 
For  this  reason  they  resolved  to  have  their  revenge,  and 
they  hired  two  murderers,  who  came  to  the  king  disguised 
as  shepherds,  and  said  they  had  a  dispute,  and  that  the 
king  should  judge  between  them.  Now,  as  they  were 
wrangling  with  one  another,  and  Tarquinius  was  attending 
to  what  one  of  them  was  saying,  the  other  struck  him  with 
an  axe,  and  they  both  took  to  flight. 
As  now  the  king  lay  in  his  blood,  and  a  noise   and  How 

Seryins 
'  Plutarch  (De  Fortun.  Rom.,  10)  calU  the  mother  of  Servius  a  virgin.    The   ^^^  ^  ^ 
more  cuirent  legend  makes  her  a  widow.  ^  °' 
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BOOK  tumult  arose,  Tanaquil  ordered  the  gates  of  the  royal 
H  ,-,'■  ^  house  to  be  shut,  to  keep  out  the  people.  And  she  spoke 
to  the  people  out  of  an  upper  window,  and  said  the  king 
was  not  dead,  but  wounded,  and  he  had  ordered  that 
Servius  should  reign  in  his  stead  until  he  had  recovered. 
Therefore  Servius  filled  the  king's  place,  sitting  as  judge 
on  the  royal  throne,  and  he  conducted  all  affairs  as  the 
king  himself  wa«  wont  to  do.  When  it  became  known, 
however,  afber  some  days,  that  Tarquinius  had  died,  Servius 
did  not  resign  the  royal  power,  but  continued  to  rule  for  a 
time,  without  being  appointed  by  the  people  and  without 
the  consent  of  the  senate.  But  after  he  had  won  over  a 
large  number  of  the  people  by  all  kinds  of  promises  and 
by  grants  of  land,  he  held  an  assembly  and  persuaded 
the  people  to  choose  him  for  their  king. 
Of  the  Thus  Servius  Tullius  became  King  of  Bome,  and  he 

the  good      ruled  with  clemency  and  justice.     He  loved  peace,  like  his 
?^.  predecessors  Numa  and  Ancus,  and  waged  no  wars,  except 

with  the  Etruscans.  These  he  compelled  to  be  subject  to 
him,  as  they  had  been  to  King  Tarquinius  before  him.  But 
with  the  Latins  he  made  a  treaty,  that  the  Bomans  and  the 
Latins  should  live  always  in  friendship  with  one  another. 
And,  as  a  sign  of  this  union,  the  Bomans  and  the  Latins 
built  a  temple  to  Diana  on  the  Aventine,  where  they  cele- 
brated their  common  festivals,  and  offered  up  sacrifices 
every  year  for  Bome  and  for  the  whole  of  Latium. 
The  city  Then  Servius  built  a  strong  wall  from  the  Quirinal  to 

seven  hilla.  the  Esquiline,  and  made  a  deep  trench,  and  added  the 
Esquiline  to  the  town,  so  that  all  the  seven  hills  were 
united  and  formed  one  city.  This  city  he  divided  into  four 
parts,  which  he  called  tribes,  after  the  old  division  of  the 
people,  and  he  divided  the  land  round  about  the  city  into 
twenty-six  districts,  and  ordered  common  sanctuaries  and 
holy  days,  and  headmen  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts 
which  he  had  made. 
Of  the  new  Now,  as  Servius  was  the  son  of  a  bondmaid,  he  .was  a 
th^^pfe.  friend  of  the  poor  and  of  the  lower  classes,  and  he  esta- 
blished equitable  laws  and  ordinances  to  protect  the  common 
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people  against  the  more  powerful.  Therefore  the  commons     CHAP. 


VII. 


honoured  him  and  called  him  the  good  King  Bervius,  and 
thej  celebrated  the  daj  of  his  birth  as  an  annual  festival. 
But  the  greatest  work  that  Servius  did  was  to  make  a  new 
division  of  the  people,  according  to  the  order  of  the  fighting 
men,  as  tbej  were  to  be  arranged  in  the  field  of  battle,  and 
as  they  shonld  vote  in  the  assembly  of  citizens  when 
the  king  consnlted  them  concerning  peace  or  war,  or  laws, 
or  elections,  or  other  important  things.  For  this  purpose 
Senrius  divided  the  whole  people  of  the  patricians  and  the 
plebeians  into  five  classes,  according  to  their  property, 
without  regard  to  their  blood  or  descent,  so  that  from  that 
time  forward  the  three  tribes  of  Eomulus — the  Eamnes,  the 
Tities,  and  the  Luceres— and  their  thirty  curies,  formed  no 
longer  the  principal  assembly  of  citizens,  but  lost  their 
power  in  most  matters  that  affected  the  government. 

The  first  class  Servius  made  to  consist  of  forty  cen-  Of  the  fire 
turies  of  the  younger  men,  who  were  under  forty-six  years  ^nd  the 
of  age,  and  of  forty  centuries  of  the  elder ;  the  latter  for  P«>?®- 
the  defence  of  the  town,  the  former  for  service  in  the 
field.     The  second,  third,  and  foiu^th  classes  he  divided 
each  into  twenty  centuries,  ten  of  the  older  men  and  ten 
of  the  younger.     But  he  made  the  fifbh  class  stronger,  for 
he  gave  it  thirty  centuries,  fifteen  of  the  older  men  and 
fifteen  of  the  ;^ounger.     The  arming  of  the  centuries  was 
not  the  same  in  all  five  classes.     Only  the  men  of  the  first 
class  wore  complete   armour,  composed  of  breast-plate, 
helmet,  shield,  and  greaves,  with  javelin,  lance,  and  sword ; 
the  second  class  fought  without  the  breast-plate,  and  with 
a  lighter  shield ;  the  third  without  the  greaves,  and  so  on, 
so  that  the  men  of  the  fifth  class  were  but  lightly  armed. 
Now,  as  the  citizens  had  to  procure  their  own  equipments 
for  war,  and  as  the  complete  armour  was  very  expensive, 
Servius  chose  for  the  first  class  only  the  richest  citizens, 
whose  property  was  estimated  at  more  than  a  hundred 
thousand  asses,  that  is,  pounds  of  copper.     The  assessment 
for  each  of  the  following  classes  was  twenty-five  thousand 
asses  less,  so  that  in  the  fifth  class  were  those  citizens  who 
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were  assessed  at  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  asses. 
But  those  who  had  less  than  eleven  thousand  asses  Servins 
arranged  in  no  class  at  all,  but  made  of  them  a  separate 
century — the  century  of  the  Proletarians — and  these  he 
exempted  from  all  militaiy  service. 

Thus  Servius  arranged  the  infantry  in  170  centuries, 
and  for  the  horse  he  took  the  six  double  centuries  of 
horsemen  which  Tarquinius  had  established,  and  to  them 
he  added  twelve  new  centuries,  chosen  out  of  the  highest 
and  richest  families.  And  the  horsemen  consisted  all  of 
younger  men,  as  they  had  to  fight  only  in  the  field. 

As  it  was  necessary  also  to  have  in  the  army  trumpeters, 
armourers,  and  carpenters,  Servius  made  four  centuries  of 
them,  so  that  altogether  193  centuries  were  formed.* 

That  was  the  military  order  of  the  people.  And  when 
they  assembled  for  making  laws  or  for  elections,  they 
observed  the  same  order,  and  each  century  had  a  vote,  and 
the  chief  influence  was  in  the  hands  of  the  wealthiest,  who 
formed  the  eighty  centuries  of  the  first  class,  and  the 
eighteen  centuries  of  knights.  But  the  poorer  people, 
although  much  more  numerous,  had  but  few  votes,  and 
their  influence  in  the  assembly  was  small,  and  the  greatest 
number  had  not  the  greatest  power.  Nor  was  this  ar- 
rangement unjust,  for  the  rich  provided  themselves  with 
heavy  armour  and  fought  in  the  foremost  rank,  and  when 
a  war  tax  was  laid  on,  they  contributed  in  proportion  to 


*  A  tabular  form  makes  the  arrangement  clearer. 

I.  Horsemen  or  Knights, 

1 .  Six  old  centuries,  called  sex  suffiragia 

2.  Twelve  new  centuries  .... 


Census 


II.  Foot. 
1st  Class,  80  centuries  (40  of  seniors,  40  of  juniors).  Census 
(10        „  10         „        ) 


?nd 
3rd 
4th 
öth 


20 


10        „        ) 

10        „        )        „ 

1Ö         „        )         „ 

Census  under 
4  centuries  of  musicians  and  workmen      „ 
Total  193  centuries. 


20       „  (10 

20       „         (10 
80       „         (16 
1  century  of  proletarii 


none 
none 


100,000  1 
75,000 
50,000 
25,000 
11,000 
11,000 
none 
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their  property.  And  Servius  showed  his  wisdom  especi-  CHAP, 
ally  ia  this,  that  in  the  assembly  of  citizens  he  placed  the  .-  ,  '  ^ 
older  men  and  the  younger  on  an  equality  in  the  number 
of  their  votes,  although  there  were  fewer  of  the  older, 
according  to  the  nature  of  things.  For  he  wished  that 
the  experience  and  moderation  of  the  older  citizens  should 
restrain  the  rashness  of  the  younger.  In  this  manner  the 
people  were  arranged  as  an  army  for  the  protection  of 
their  countiy,  and  at  the  same  time  as  an  assembly  of 
citizens,  to  decide  in  all  matters  which  concerned  the  well» 
being  of  the  city ;  and  no  man  was  entirely  shut  out  from 
the  commonwealth,  but  to  each  one  were  assigned  such 
burdens  and  services  as  he  might  be  able  to  bear,  and  such  a 
measure  of  rights  and  privileges  as  was  just.  The  order 
of  centuries  which  Servius  Tullius  had  made,  remained  for 
many  ages  the  foundation  of  the  Boman  commonwealth ; 
and  although,  in  the  course  of  time,  it  was  altered  in  many 
ways,  it  was  never  entirely  abolished,  so  long  as  the  people 
of  Borne  retained  their  freedom. 

OrUieal  Examination  of  the  Legend  of  Servius  Tulliiis, 

In  the  story  of  Servius  Tullius  we  look  in  vain  for  traces  Compari- 
of  a  genuine  historical  tradition.     It  is  as  meagre  and  ^^^ 
vague  as  thai  of  any  of  the  preceding  kings.     In  some  with 
respects  it  resembles    the  legend  of  Kuma  Pompilius.  ^""^* 
Servius  Tullius  is  the  name  of  an  imaginary  author  of  the 
constitution  of  centuries  and  of  the  laws  which  appeared 
to  the  Bomans  to  be  more  or  less  connected  with  it,  pre- 
cisely as  Numa  represents  the  author  of  the  ceremonial 
laws  of  the  Boman  religion. 

The  legend  of  the  wonderful  birth  of  Servius  Tullius'  re-  and  with 
presents  him  clearly  as  the  founder  of  the  city.  It  is  in  all  ^"^«*"» 
essentials  the  same  legend  as  that  of  the  birth  of  Bomulus,^ 

>  JÄTJ  (i.  39)  giTefl  a  rationalistic  yersion  of  it,  out  of  which  the  miracles  are 
eliminated. 

«  DionTsius,  iv.  2.    Ovid,  Fast.  vi.  627.    Pliny,  Bist  Nat,  «xvi.  70.    Plu- 
tardi,  Jk  Fort,  Rom,  10. 
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which  the  Latins  and  Sabines  had  of  the  divine  descent 
generally  attributed  by  them  to  the  hero  to  whom  they 
ascribed  the  origin  of  their  towns.    As  the  domestic 
hearth,  the  symbol  of  family  union,  was  consecrated  to  the 
lor  or  genius  of  the  house,'  so  every  state,  as  a  political 
community,  had  a  common  hearth,  and  a  virgin  of  the 
hearth  gave  birth  to  the  founder  of  the  commonwealth. 
SenriuB  as   Servius  Tullius,  therefore,  was  considered  the  originator  of 
founder  of   ^^  Boman  commonwealth,  and  this  conception  was  so  far 
the  Roman  justified  as  he  passcd  for  the  founder  of  that  constitution 
wea^*^      which,  diflfering  in  its  groundwork  from  the  constitution 
of  Bomulus,  marks  the   starting-point  for  the  political 
development  of   the  plebeians.    Just  as    Bomulus  was 
considered  the  author  of  the  patrician  tribes,  curies,  and 
houses,  which  were  the  groundwork  of  the  Boman  consti- 
tution in  the  regal  period;  so  Servius  Tullius  is  repre- 
sented by  the  legend  as  the  author  of  a  new  division  of 
the  people,  which  was  the  germ  of  the  development  in  the 
republican  period. 
SöTTius  The  Boman  legend  of  the  birth  of  Servius  Tullius,  which 

tarna.  represents  him  as  a  Latin  by  descent,  is  directly  opposed 
to  an  Etruscan  tradition  which  the  Emperor  Olaudins 
discovered  in  Etruscan  annals.^  According  to  this  tradi- 
tion Servius  Tullius,  originally  called  Mastama,  came  from 
Etruria,  with  the  remnants  of  the  army  of  Coeles  Vibenna, 
settied  on  the  Coelian  hill,  and,  after  assuming  the  name 
of  Servius  Tullius,  acquired  the  royal  dignity  in  Bome. 
It  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  decide  which  of  these 
traditions  is  most  entitied  to  credit.     They  prove  only  one 

>  Serviufl,  ad  Virg.  Mt.,  vii.  678.  Thia  Caeculns  is  the  son  of  a  virgin,  who, 
sitting  hy  the  hearth,  conceived  by  a  spark  from  the  fire.  He  is  exposed  and 
miracnlonsly  saved,  collects  a  band  of  adventurers,  practises  robbeiy,  and  lays 
the  foundation  of  Pneneste.  It  is  significant  that  Tanaquil,  the  foster  mother 
of  Servius,  is  also  called  Csecilia.  'This  name,  like  Ceculus,  is  connected  with 
the  stem  ea  of  caleo^  imt«,  and  points  to  the  flame  of  the  hearth. 

■  Dionysius,  ii.  48.        '  Censorinus,  iii.  2.    Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  i.  322. 

*  Schwegler,  SSm.  Gesoh.,  1.  717.  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  CredibilUy  of  Borna» 
Hüiory,  i.  508. 
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thing,   namelj,  that  the  story  of  Semos  Tallius  rests     CHAP, 
entirely  on  the  imagination  of  the  earliest  writers,  and  ^_  ,  '  - 


that  Servius  was  inserted  among  the  kings  of  Rome 
chiefly  because  it  was  considered  necessary  to  name  an 
anther  of  the  constitution  of  centuries. 

Concerning  the  origin  of  this  constitution  we  have  no  The  oon- 
tradition  which  deserves  to  be  called  historical.  It  is  as  of  s^us. 
improbable  that  it  was  due  to  a  single  act  of  legislation 
as  it  is  unlikely  that  all  the  religious  ordinances  were 
established  by  Numa.  It  grew  out  of  the  constitution  of 
curies  which  preceded  it  in  the  course  of  a  gradual  and 
natural  development.' 

The  thirty  patrician  curies  furnished  the  original  army,  The 
the  legion  of  3,000  men.     In  these  curies  the  plebeians  ^1^'.*° 
were  included  as  members  bound  to  perform  political 
services,  but  enjoying  no  political  rights.     As  the  number 
of  patricians  diminished,  plebeians  were  added  as  light 
armed  soldiers  to  the  patrician  l^ion,  and  for  a  time 
patricians  and  plebeians  formed  each  an  equal  number  of 
companies  or  centuries  which  stood  side  by  side  in  the 
army.     Gradually  the  plebeian  warriors  acquired  an  in- 
fluence in  the  divisions  of  the  popular  assembly  formed  by 
the  divisions  of  the  army,  especially  in  decisions  regarding 
peace  and  war.   In  proportion  as  the  number  of  the  plebeian 
fighting  men  increased,  this  influence  naturally  increased. 
Thus,  by  taking  a  share  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  the 
plebeians  gradually  acquired  a  share  in  the  suffrages  of 
the  popular  assembly.     StUl  there  was  a  distinct  line  of 
separation  between  the  two  classes,  as  descent  and  blood 
marked  every  man  as  belonging  either  to  one  class  or  to 
the  other.    This  was  removed  by  the  introduction  of 
the  census,  which  made  property  instead  of  descent  the 
principle  of  the  new  division.     From  this  time  forward 
the  plebeians  could  no  longer  be  kept  separate  as  a  distinct 
and  inferior  caste.     In  proportion  to  the  amount  of  their 
property  they  were  ranged  side  by  side  with  the  patricians 

>  See  the  Anthoi^s  paper,  *  Entstehung  der  Servianiachen  Verfassung/  in 
Symbola  Philolofforum,  p.  629.    Leipzig.  1864-67. 
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.,,'..  vented  them  fix)m  reaching  the  highest.^ 
The  The  introduction  of  the  census,  therefore,  is  the  starting- 

census,  point  of  the  Servian  constitution  properly  so  called.  When 
this  development  of  the  old  organisation  took  place,  and 
to  whom  it  is  due,  we  are  unable  to  discover ;  but  so  much 
seems  probable,  that  the  establishment  of  the  new  principle 
involved  in  it  did  not  take  place  ivithout  civil  struggles.* 
In  these  straggles  the  plebeians  must  have  had  a  champion, 
and  perhaps  we  may  be  permitted  to  call  such  a  champion 
Servius  Tullius,  and  to  look  upon  him  as  the  great  inno- 
vator. But  the  history  of  the  civil  contests  has  not  been 
handed  down  to  us. 
Property  The  principle  of  the  constitution  ascribed  to  Servius 
Uons.  ^'  Tullius  is  perfectly  plain.  It  is  the  distribution  of  political 
rights  according  to  the  measure  of  political  duties«  It 
holds  a  middle  course  between  the  pure  aristocracy  of 
hereditary  nobility,  and  pure  democracy  which  only  counts 
heads.  Property  is  the  only  available  test  for  judging  of 
the  comparative  qualification  of  citizens  for  a  share  in  the 
government.  This  test,  therefore,  was  successfully  applied 
in  Greece  as  well  as  in  Bome,  and  also  in  most  of  the 
constitutions  of  modem  Europe.  When  it  was  introduced 
in  Rome  the  old  constitution,  based  on  the  comitia  of 
caries,  was  superseded.  Though  these  comitia  were  not 
altogether  abolished,  they  possessed  now  no  more  power 
than  other  relics  of  antiquity  which  owed  their  preserva- 
tion to  the  influence  of  religion  and  the  respect  for  old 
forms  which  was  characteristic  of  the  Romans.     They 

-  The  contrast  between  the  first  class  in  the  Servian  constitution  and  the 
whole  of  the  other  classes  is  apparent  from  the  relative  number  of  votes  of 
each.  If  the  fifth  class,  as  is  probable,  contained  originally  not  thirty,  but, 
like  the  three  preceding  classes,  only  twenty  centuries  and  Totes  (see  the 
Authoi^s  paper  in  the  Symbola  PhUologorum,  p.  638),  the  equal  diyision  of  the 
people  between  the  first  class  and  all  the  rest  is  very  striking.  Moreover  the 
name  dassis,  i,e,  army,  applies  originally  only  to  the  first  class,  whose  members 
were  called  elasnci,  while  the  others  were  designated  as  if^a  cUusem  (Gellius, 
vii.  13). 

'  Perhaps  we  can  discover  traces  of  it  in  the  stories  relating  to  the  hostility 
of  Servius  to  the  party  of  Tarqninius  the  tyrant,  and  in  the  story  of  his  violent 
death. 
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were  assembled  from  time  to  time  to  go  through  certain     CHAP. 

formalities,  especially  those  of  a  religious  character,  but  ^I^ 

they  were  stripped  of  all  political  power.*  This  power 
passed  oyer  to  the  comitia  of  centuries,  and  as  long  as 
these  enjoyed  life  and  vigour  the  Boman  commonwealth 
grew  and  prospered. 

It  follows  from  what  has  been  said  that  the  original  The 
form  of  the  comitia  of  centuries  is  involved  in  obscurity.  ^"tl^J'e^^ 
The  numbers  preserved  by  Livy  and  Dionysius  are  evi- 
dently taken  from  a  much  later  time.^  The  so-called 
*  Commentaries,'  or  books,  of  Servius  Tullius,  mentioned  by 
some  writers,  are  no  more  genuine  than  the  commentaries 
of  Numa.'  K  Pabius  Pictor  and  other  writers  report 
that  in  the  first  census  made  by  Servius  Tullius  the 
number  of  citizens  capable  of  bearing  arms  was  eighty 
thousand,  we  feel  sure  that  this  evident  exaggeration  is 
sufficient  to  show  how  thoughtless  and  unskilful  those 
annalists  were  who  drew  upon  their  imagination  for  the 
materials  of  the  so-called  history  of  the  Boman  kings. 

Besides  the  introduction  of  the  comitia  of  centuries,  Servius  the 
other  measures  are  ascribed  to  Servius  Tullius,  such  as  lößi*^^^- 
the  division  of  Bome  into  four  tribes  or  quarters,  that  of 
thf  Boman  territory  into  twenty-six  districts,  the  distri- 
bution of  the  plebeians  in  small  communities  of  villages 
(pa^  and  wards  {vicij,  and,  lastly,  the  organisation  of 
guilds  or  companies.^  In  short,  he  was  looked  upon  as 
a  great  legislator,  to  whom  everything  might  be  referred 
of  which  it  was  impossible  to  name  another  author. 

With  regard  to  his  foreign  policy,  the  only  measure  of  The  treaty 
importance  ascribed  to  Servius  Tullius  is  the  conclusion  of  Latins.  ^ 
a  treaty  with  the  Latins,  which  is  said  to  have  been 
ratified  by  the  erection  of  a  temple  of  Diana  on  the  Aven- 
tine  as  a  federal  sanctuary.     In  proof  of  this  statement  an 
historical  document  is  quoted  which  is  alleged  to  be  the 

>  Some  analogy  is  presented  by  the  English  Convocjition,  a  body  that  meeU 
annually  to  talk,  but  is  debarred  from  transacting  business. 
«  See  Schwegler,  Bom.  Ge^ch.,  i.  761. 
s  See  p.  38. 
«  The  same  is  ascribed  to  Numa. — florus,  i.  6;  Plutarch,  Nunu^  17. 
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original  charter  of  confederation,  engraved  on  a  pillar  of 
brass,  and  preserved  in  its  original  state  at  the  time  when 
Dionysiiis  wrote  his  history,  that  is,  nnder  the  reig^  of 
Angastus.^  On  a  close  examination  we  find  that  this 
statement,  apparently  so  well  attested,  is  entirely  delusive, 
and  in  no  way  calculated  to  convert  by  its  authority  the 
tissue  of  fables  with  which  it  is  surrounded  into  real  history. 
Of  all  the  ancient  writers  Dionysius  alone  quotes  this 
alleged  document,  which,  if  it  had  been  genuine,  and  had 
really  existed  at  the  end  of  the  republic,  could  not  have 
failed,  as  the  oldest  written  monument  of  antiquity,  to 
attract  general  attention.  It  is  clear,  however,  that 
Dionysius  never  saw  the  actual  document  himself.  It  is 
not  even  certain,  from  his  expressions,  that  it  was  in 
existence  at  the  time  he  wrote.  If  it  had  existed,  the 
most  learned  antiquarians  would  not  have  been  able  to 
read  it,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  a  document  from  the 
year  348  b.o.,*  more  than  two  hundred  years  later,  was,  at 
the  time  of  Polybius,  almost  unintelligible  on  account  of 
its  obsolete  language. 

A  treaty  of  confederation  between  Eome  and  th«  Latin 
cities  would  certainly  have  contained  the  names  of  the 
members  of  the  league,  and  would  have  enabled  Dionysius 
to  give  these  names.  As  he  omits  to  do  this,  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  document  to  which  he  refers  must  be  called 
in  question.  We  must,  therefore,  consider  the  statement 
of  Dionysius  as  one  of  the  downright  frauds  of  which  he 
is  frequently  guilty,  and  with  which  he  endeavours  to 
palm  off  the  fables  of  antiquity  as  well-authenticated  and 
trustworthy  historical  records. 

The  story  of  the  violent  death  of  Servius  TuUius  belongs 
to  the  period  of  the  succeeding  king,  and  will  there  be 
discussed. 

*  Dionysius,  iv.  26 :  arrfiXriv  xarmrKcv^cu  x'*^^''  iypw^w  kp  r€B&rji  rd  re 

Xap<utr^pttf  'EXAijKUCwy  oTs  'rh  iraXaihp  ij  '£AX3ts  ixf^^' 

*  On  the  date  of  the  first  treaty  with  Carthage,  see  Mommsen,  Cknmologiet 
p.  320. 
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CHAPTEE  Vni. 

THE  LEGEND  OF  TASQÜINIÜS  BüPEBBüB. 

Seeviub  Ttillius  had  two  dangliters ;  one  was  good  and     9^^^^ • 
gentle,  and  the  other  was  haughty,  imperious,  and  heart-  > — r-^ 
less.  In  like  manner  Aruns  and  Lucius,  the  two  sons  of  the  Of  the 
elder  Tarquinius,  were  of  diflFerent  character ;  the  one  was  ^f  xJUt" 
good-tempered,  and  the  other  was  Yicious  and  violent.  Servius. 
These  sons  of  Tarquin  Servius  Tullius  married  to  his 
own  daughters,  thinking  to  soften  the  hearts  of  the  wicked 
by  the  gentle  sweetness  of  the  good ;  and  so  he  gave  to 
the  vricked  Lucius  the  sweet  Tullia  to  wife,  and  the  proud 
Tullia  he  married  to  the  good-natured  Aruns. 

But  matters  turned  out  differently  from  what  Servius  How 
had  expected.     The  wicked  ones  longed  for  each  other's  J^J^^  ^^ 
company,  and  they  despised  their   amiable  consorts  as  wife  of 
weak    and  mean-spirited.      Therefore  the    bad    Lucius  xarqui- 
murdered  his  wife  and  his  brother,  and  he  took  to  wife  '^^^• 
the  daughter  of  Servius,  who  had  a  like  disposition  to 
his   own.     Now  this  reckless   pair  excited  one  another 
mutually  to  new  enormities.     They  desired  to  possess 
power,  and  they  practised  deceit  and  cunning,  and  made 
for  themselves  a  party  among  the  nobles  and  those  of  the 
people  who  were  the  enemies  of  Servius  on  account  of  his 
innovations. 

Now  when  everything  was  prepared,  Lucius  Tarquinius  How  Tar- 
entered  the  market-place  clothed  in  the  royal  robes,  and,  ^pl^^ 
surrounded  by  a  band  of  armed  men,   summoned  the  &»  king  in 
senate  to  appear  before  him,  and  harangued  them  as  king,  ^nd  aiew"^' 
At  the  report  of  this  usurpation,  Servius  was  alarmed  and  Senriu». 
hurried  to  the  spot,  and  there  arose  a  quarrel  in  the  senate- 
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BOOK  house  between  him  and  his  son-in-law.  Then  Tarquinius 
w — r — *  seized  the  weak  old  man,  and  cast  him  down  the  steps  of 
the  senate-house,  and  sent  after  him  men  who  overtook 
him  on  his  way  to  his  own  house,  and  slew  him  in  the 
street,  and  let  him  lie  in  his  blood.  But  the  wicked  Tullia, 
the  daughter  of  Servius,  full  of  joy  at  what  had  happened, 
hurried  to  the  market-place  in  her  carriage,  and  welcomed 
her  husband  as  king*  And  as  she  was  driving  home 
through  the  street  where  her  father  was  lying  dead,  she 
gave  orders  that  the  horses  should  not  be  turned  aside, 
and  she  drove  on  over  the  corpse  of  her  father,  so  that  the 
carriage  and  her  dress  were  spattered  with  his  blood. 
And  from  this  the  street  was  called  for  ever  after  the 
street  of  crime.' 
Of  the  Thus  Tarquinius  gained  the  royal  power  without  the 

the  wicked  conscnt  of  the  senate,  and  without  the  choice  of  the 
Tarquin.  people ;  and  as  he  had  acquired  it  so  he  exercised  it ;  so 
that  the  people  called  him  the  Proud,  and  hated  and  de- 
tested him  as  long  as  he  lived.  For  he  regarded  neither 
justice  nor  equity,  nor  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  good 
King  Servius,  nor  did  he  summon  the  senate  for  counsel, 
but  reigned  entirely  according  to  his  own  will,  and  op- 
pressed all,  whether  high  or  low.  Moreover,  he  surrounded 
himself  with  a  body-guard,  after  the  custom  of  the  Greek 
tyrants;  and  those  among  the  citizens  who  were  against 
him,  or  whose  wealth  provoked  his  avarice,  he  punished, 
upon  false  accusation,  either  inflicting  heavy  fines,  or 
driving  them  into  exile,  or  putting  them  to  death.  The 
poor  he  compelled  to  work  at  his  buildings,  and  made 
them  serve  like  slaves  beyond  their  strength,  so  that  many 
killed  themselves  out  of  despair. 
How  After  Tarquinius  had  established  his  power  in  Bome,  he 

Tarqtfinics  turned  against  the  Latins;  and  those  that  did  not  willingly 
deceived      submit  he  made  war  upon,  and  made  them  subject  to  him- 
Gabii.         Self.     But  the  people  of  Gabii  resisted  him  manfully,  and 
he  could  not  prevail  against  them.     Then  his  son  Sextus 

*  Yiciu  sceleratus. 
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devised  a  stratagem.     He  went  to  Gabii,  as  if  fleeing     CHAP, 
from  his  father,  and  he  showed  his  back  covered  with  s ,.-1^ 


bloody  stripes,  and  begged  the  people  of  Gabii,  with 
supplications  and  tears,  to  protect  him  from  his  father 
and  to  receive  him  into  their  town.  Thus  the  people 
of  Grabii  were  deceived,  and  they  trusted  his  words, 
and  befriended  him,  and  made  him  the  conunander 
of  a  company.  But  the  Bomans  fled  when  Sextus  led 
the  men  of  Gabii,  because  it  had  thus  been  agreed 
upon  between  Sextus  and  bis  father.  When  Sextus  had 
thus  gained  the  confidence  of  the  Gabine  people  and 
possessed  great  power  in  Gabii,  he  sent  a  messenger  to 
his  father  to  ask  what  he  should  do.  The  king  was 
walking  in  his  pleasure-ground  when  the  messenger  came, 
and,  instead  of  giving  him  an  answer  in  words,  Tarquin 
struck  off  with  his  stick  the  tallest  poppies  and  sent  the 
man  back.  But  Sextus  understood  the  meaning  of  his 
father's  reply,  and  began  to  bring  false  charges  against 
the  first  and  noblest  of  the  men  of  Gabii,  and  so  caused 
them  to  be  put  to  death ;  and  when  he  had  done  this,  he 
surrendered  the  helpless  town  to  his  father. 

In  order  now  to  strengthen  his  power,  Tarquinius  united  Of  the 
himself  to  Octavius  Mamilius,  who  reigned  in  Tusculum,  ancTwiSj 
and  gave  him  his  daughter  to  wife;  and  he  established  ofTarquio. 
the  festival  of  the  Latin  games,  which  were  solemnised 
every  year  on  the  Alban  hiU  at  the  temple  of  Jupiter 
Latiaris,   and  in  which  all  the   Latin  cities  took  part. 
After  this  he  waged  war  on   the  Volscians,  a  power- 
ful i)eople  who  lived  in  the  south  of  Latium.     And  he 
conquered   Suessa    Pometia,  their  greatest  and  richest 
town ;  and  the  spoils  he  gained  in  war  were  very  large  ; 
and  he  used  them  to  finish  the  temple  of  Jupiter  on  the 
Capitol,  which  his  father  had  begun.     And  he  sent  for 
artists  from  the  towns  of  Etruria  to  decorate  the  temple  Of  the 
with  works  of  art,  and  for  the  summit  of  the  temple  he  andTorses 
ordered  a  chariot  with  four  horses  to  be  made  of  clay  in  of  the 
the  town  of  Veii.     Now  when  the  chariot  was  in  the  oven  jupit^!^^ 
to  be  baked,  it  did  not  shrink  as  clay  always  does,  but  it 
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BOOK     expanded  and  became  so  large  that  it  could  not  be  taken 

>__-^: '  out  again  without  breaking  down  the  oven.     Then    a 

prophet  announced  to  the  Yeientines  that  the  chariot  'was 
a  pledge  of  fortune  and  power,  and  therefore  they  wonld 
not  give  it  up  to  the  Bomans.  But  when  a  chariot  race 
took  place  in  Yeii,  and  the  charioteer  who  won  the  race 
drove  awaj  from  the  course,  his  horses  suddenly  took 
fright  and  could  not  be  held,  and  they  ran  straight  to  the 
Boman  Capitol  and  at  the  Batumenian  gate  they  over- 
turned the  chariot,  and  the  driver  was  hurled  down  dead 
on  the  ground.  Then  the  Yeientines  saw  that  the  ven- 
geance of  the  gods  threatened  them  if  they  kept  the  clay 
chariot  against  the  laws  of  justice  and  the  will  of  Fate,  and 
they  brought  it  to  Rome,  where  it  was  placed  on  the  gable 
of  the  temple. 

Affcer  this  the  large  sewers,  which  the  elder  Tarquinins 
had  begun,  were  finished  by  Tarquinius  Superbus,  and  so 
strong  and  firmly  were  they  built  that  they  exist  even  to 
the  present  day,  bringing  the  water  from  the  lower  parts 
of  the  town  into  the  Tiber.  And  then  Tarquinius  com- 
pleted the  Forum,  which  was  used  for  buying  and  selling 
and  for  the  general  assemblies  of  the  people;  and  he 
improved  the  large  race-course  in  the  valley  between  the 
Palatine  and  the  Aventine  hills;  he  also  adorned  the 
town  with  many  other  buildings,  for  he  loved  pomp  and 
splendour,  and  he  thought  by  his  great  extravagance  and 
by  compulsory  labour  to  make  the  people  poor  and  help- 
less,  that  he  might  govern  them  more  easily. 
Of  the  Now,  when  he  was  in  ftill  possession  of  power,  there 

Sibylline  appeared  one  day  before  him  a  strange  woman  and 
offered  him  nine  books  of  divine  prophecy,  which  the 
inspired  Sibyl  of  Cumse  had  written  on  loose  leaves.  But, 
because  she  asked  a  high  price,  Tarquinius  laughed  at  her 
and  let  her  go.  Then  the  woman  burnt  three  of  the  books 
before  his  eyes,  and  returned  and  offered  to  sell  the  other 
six  for  the  same  price  which  she  had  at  first  asked  for 
the  nine.  But  Tarquinius  laughed  at  her  still  more,  and 
thought  she  was  mad.     She  then  burnt  three  more  of  the 
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books,  and  offered  the  last  three  for  the  original  price.  CHAP. 
Then  Tarqninius  began  to  reflect,  and  he  felt  persuaded  ,,^,  '  . 
that  the  woman  was  sent  to  him  by  the  gods,  and  he 
bought  the  books.  In  this  manner  he  obtained  the  books 
of  Sibylline  prophecy,  which  were  consulted  in  stress  of 
war,  or  in  time  of  plague  or  famine,  in  order  to  ascertain 
how  the  wrath  of  the  gods  was  to  be  appeased.  They 
were  carefully  preserved,  and  two  men  who  knew  the 
language  of  the  Greeks,  in  which  the  books  were  written, 
were  appointed  to  take  care  of  them  and  to  consult  them 
when  necessary. 

Up  to  this  time  Tarquinius  had  been  always  fortunate  How  Tar- 
in  his  undertakings,  and  he  became  ever  more  and  more  Ju^bodb  to 
proud  and  overbearing.  Then  he  was  firightened  by  dreams  Delphi. 
and  great  signs  and  wonders,  and  he  determined  to  con- 
sult the  oracle  of  the  Greeks  at  Delphi.  For  this  purpose 
he  sent  his  two  sons  to  Delphi,  and  with  them  Junius,  his 
sister's  son,  who,  on  account  of  his  stupidity,  was  called 
Brutus.  But  the  stupidity  of  Brutus  was  only  a  pretence 
to  deceive  the  tyrant,  who  was  an  enemy  of  all  wise  men, 
because  he  feared  them.  Now  when  the  king's  sons 
brought  costly  presents  to  the  Delphian  god,  Brutus  gave 
only  a  simple  staff.  The  others  ridiculed  him,  but  they 
did  not  know  that  the  staff  was  hollowed  out  and  filled 
with  gold,  as  an  emblem  of  his  own  mind.  After  the 
king's  sons  had  executed  the  commission  of  their  father, 
they  asked  the  god  who  would  reign  in  Rome  after  Tar- 
quinius. And  the  answer  of  the  oracle  was,  that  he  should 
reign  who  would  be  the  first  to  kiss  his  mother.  Then 
the  two  brothers  agreed  to  draw  lots,  which  of  them  should 
first  kiss  his  mother  on  arriving  at  home.  But  Brutus 
perceived  the  real  meaning  of  the  oracle,  and  when  they 
had  left  the  temple,  he  pretended  to  stumble,  and  he  fell 
down  and  kissed  the  ground,  for  the  earth,  he  thought, 
was  the  common  mother  of  all  men. 

Now  when  Tarquinius  had  reigned  twenty-four  years,  it  Of  Colla- 
came  to  pass  that  he  besieged  Ardea,  the  town  of  the  his  wife 
Eutuli,  in  Latium ;  and  one  evening,  when  the  king's  sons  ^«cretia. 
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were  supping  with  their  cousin,  Tarquinius  CoUatinus,  who 
lived  in  CoUatia,  they  talked  of  their  wives,  and  each 
praised  the  virtue  and  thriftiness  of  his  own  wife.  There- 
upon they  agreed  to  go  and  see  which  of  the  ladies  deserved 
the  highest  praise.  Without  delay  they  mounted  their 
horses  and  galloped  quickly  to  Borne,  and  then  to  Collatia 
to  take  the  ladies  by  surprise.  They  found  the  daughters- 
in-law  of  the  king  enjoying  themselves  at  a  feast,  but 
Lucretia,  the  wife  of  CoUatinus,  they  found  sitting  up  late 
at  night  with  her  maids  busy  with  spinning  and  other 
household  work.  Therefore  Lucretia  was  acknowledged 
to  be  the  matron  most  worthy  of  praise. 

But  Sextus  Tarquinius,  when  he  had  seen  Lucretia, 
conceived  a  base  design  against  her,  and  so  he  came  again 
one  evening  to  Collatia.  After  he  had  been  kindly  re- 
ceived and  led  into  his  chamber,  he  rose  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  when  every  one  was  asleep  in  the  house,  and 
came  into  Lucretia's  room  and  -surprised  her  alone.  And 
when  she  refused  to  yield  herself  to  him,  he  threatened  to 
murder  her  and  to  put  a  murdered  slave  to  lie  beside  her, 
and  then  to  accuse  her  to  her  husband  that  he  had  found 
her  with  a  slave.  Then  Lucretia  resisted  no  longer.  The 
next  morning  Sextus  went  away  and  returned  to  the  camp 
before  Ardea. 

But  Lucretia  sent  messengers  to  Bome  and  to  Ardea  to 
fetch  her  father  Lucretius  and  her  husband  CoUatinus. 
These  two  hastened  to  Collatia,  and  with  them  came  Junius 
Brutus,  and  the  noble  PubUus  Valerius  Poplicola,  and  they 
found  Lucretia  in  her  room  clothed  in  deep  mourning. 
And  when  they  were  all  coUected  together,  Lucretia  told 
them  of  the  deed  of  Sextus,  and  of  the  shame  brought 
upon  her,  and  she  chaUenged  the  men  to  swear  that  they 
would  avenge  her.  And  when  she  had  ended  her  words, 
she  drew  a  knife  and  plunged  it  into  her  heart  and  died. 

Then  the  men  were  seized  with  grief,  and  they  carried 
her  corpse  to  the  market-place,  and  told  the  people  what 
had  happened,  and  sent  messengers  with  the  news  to  the 
arquin  ^^^^  ^^  Ardea.  But  Brutus  assembled  the  people  together 


Of  the 
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Lucretia. 
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and  spoke  to  them,  and  called  upon  them  to  resist  the     CHAP, 
tyrant.    And  the  people  determined  to  expel  King  Tar- 


quinius  and  his  whole  house,  to  abolish  the  regal  power,  f^m 
and  to  suffer  no  king  any  more  in  Rome.  And  they  chose,  ^™«- 
in  the  place  of  a  king,  two  men  who  should  exercise  the 
royal  power  for  one  year,  and  should  be  called  not  kings 
but  consuls ;  and  for  the  management  of  the  sacrifices, 
which  the  king  had  to  offer,  they  chose  a  priest,  who 
should  be  called  the  king  of  sacrifices,  but  shonld  have  no 
power  in  the  state,  and  should  be  subject  to  the  high 
pontiff.  Otherwise  they  altered  nothing  in  the  laws  and 
ordinances  of  the  state,  but  they  let  them  all  remain  as 
they  had  been  during  the  time  of  the  kings.  And  for  the 
first  consuls  they  chose  Lucius  Junius  Brutus  and  Lucius 
Tarquinius  CoUatinus.  These  consuls  shut  the  gates 
against  Tarquinius,  and  the  Roman  army  before  Ardea 
abandoned  Tarquinius  and  went  back  to  Rome.  Thus 
the  death  of  Lucretia  was  avenged,  and  Rome  became  a 
free  city  after  it  had  been  subject  to  kings  for  two  hundred 
and  forty  years. 

Critical  Exa/minatum  of  the  Legend  of  Tarquinius 
Superbvs. 

The  reign  of  the  Tarquins  immediately  precedes  the  Material» 
establishment  of  the  republic,  that  is,  the  time  in  which  ^l^  If 
the  history  of  Rome  is  suddenly  changed  in  character  and  TarquiniuB 
assumes  the  form  of  contemporary  historical  narrative,  for 
from  this  time  forward  the  names  of  the  annual  magis- 
trates and  the  most  important  events  are  recorded  year 
after  year,  in  the  form  of  annals  or  annual  registers.  Hence 
it  might  be  inferred  that  the  dawn  of  genuine  history 
ought  to  penetrate  as  far  as  the  reign  of  the  last  Tarquin, 
and  this  has  indeed  been  the  general  opinion  of  recent  his- 
torians.    Nevertheless,  if  we  examine  closely  the  alleged 
events,  we  find  neither  in  their  matter  nor  in  their  form 
an  essential  difference  from  the  traditions  of  the  earlier 
kings.    The  personal  adventures  of  Tarquinius  Superbus, 
it  is  true,  are  a  little  more  varied  and  interesting.     This  is. 
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BOOK     however,  the  result  not  of  a  more  authentic  tradition,  but 
— r^ — '  of  tales  borrowed  from  ancient  Greek  writers. 


Malüpii-  It  has  abready  been  remarked  that  the  oldest  tradition 
So^lJip-^  knew  only  one  Tarquin ;  and  that  at  a  later  time,  when 
quinii.  the  historj  of  the  kings  was  arranged  into  a  connected 
story,  two  Lucii  Tarquinii  were  substituted  for  one,  and 
separated  from  one  another  by  the  insertion  of  the  reign  of 
Servius  Tullius.  Thus  it  is  explained  that  some  events 
are  referred  to  the  elder  and  also  to  the  younger  Tarquin, 
as,  for  instance,  the  construction  of  the  great  public  works, 
and  the  purchase  of  the  Sibylline  books.  Hence  arise 
also  the  chronological  difficulties  which  Dionysius^  at- 
tempted to  remove  by  inserting  a  whole  generation  between 
the  elder  and  the  younger  Tarquin,  and  by  making  the 
latter  not  the  son  but  the  grandson  of  the  former ;  for,  he 
argued,  if  Tarquinius  Priscus  came  to  Bome  as  a  middle- 
aged  man,  and  reigned  thirty-seven  years,  he  could  not  at 
his  death  leave  little  children,  one  of  whom,  after  the  lapse 
of  forty-four  years,  occupied  by  the  reign  of  Servius, 
became  king,  reigned  twenty-five  years,  and  died  several 
years  afterwards  in  exile,  so  that  from  the  birth  of  the 
father  to  the  death  of  the  son  about  a  century  and  a  half 
must  be  supposed  to  have  elapsed. 
Tarquin  The  Greek  colouring  of  the  legend  is  unmistakable,  and 

Greek^ *  appears  to  be  of  comparatively  late  origin.  It  represents 
doBpotB.  Tarquin  like  a  Greek  tyrant  of  the  older  period.  He 
seizes  the  government  by  force  without  any  regard  to  legal 
forms,  assisted  by  a  number  of  partisans,  and  by  a  body- 
guard ;  he  is  hard  and  cruel  to  the  old  nobility  and  to  the 
rich;  he  oppresses  the  people  by  forced  labour ;  endeavours 
to  strengthen  himself  by  family  connexions  with  foreign 
rulers ;  he  loves  magnificence,  is  a  patron  of  art,  bold  and 
successful  in  his  foreign  politics,  and  victorious  in  war. 
This  conception  of  Tarquin  was  formed  at  a  comparatively 
late  period  under  the  influence  of  Greek  ideas.  There  was 
however  an  older  national,  and  less  unfavourable,  concep- 

>  DioDjsioSi  IT.  7. 
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Hon  of  him,  according  to  which  he  was  not  a  tyrant,  but  a     CHAP, 
vigorons  king,  like  Romulus.     This  view  of  Tarquinius  > ,— 1-^ 


was  embodied  in  the  history  of  the  elder  king  of  this  name, 
who  is  never  represented  as  an  unjust  tyrant.    It  is  not 
improbable  that  this  difference  of  conception  has  contri- 
buted to  make  two  Tarquins  out  of  one.    The  story  of  the  influence 
stratagem  by  which  Grabii  was  conquered  is  probably  taken  storie«. 
from  Herodotus,  who  relates  a  similar  story  with  regard 
to  the  capture  of  Babylon  by  Cyrus.*     The  same  Greek 
author  tells  the    story  of   the  poppy-heads,   which  he 
relates,  with  slight  variations,  of  Periander  and  Thrasy- 
bulus.'     Not  more  authentic  is  the  account  of  the  alleged 
embassy  to  Delphi,  which  was  inserted  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  hidden  wisdom  of  Brutus.     The  embassy  leads 
to  nothing ;  it  is  accounted  for  not  by  political  events,  but 
by  dreams  and  miracles.*   It  was  evidently  of  Greek  origin. 
There  was  no  lack  of  native  Italian  prophets,  especially  in 
Etruria.   Bome  had  at  that  time  no  intercourse  with  Greece 
proper,  whatever  may  have  been  its  relation  to  Italian 
Greeks.    It  is  utterly  impossible,  therefore,  that  in  such  an 
early  period  an  isolated  instance  of  an  embassy  to  the  Del- 
phic sanctuary  should  have  occurred.^    In  like  manner  the 
narrative  of  the  purchase  of  the  Sibylline  books  by  Tarquin  The  pnr- 
is  very  suspicious,  although  the  general  tradition  speaks  in  s^J!Sine^* 
its  fevour,  and  only  one  author,  the  Greek  lexicographer  books. 
Suidas,  informs  us  that,  according  to  some  statements,  this 
purchase  took  place  in  the  time  of  the  republic.     Yet  the 

>  Herodotus,  iii.  154.  ■  Herodotus,  ▼.  92. 

'  An  eagle's  nest  on  a  tall  palm-tree  is  attacked  by  a  flight  of  Tnltnres,  the 
janng  birds  are  killed,  the  old  ones  chased  away,  the  nest  destroyed  (Bionysius, 
It.  63  ;  Zonaras,  yii.  11).  Such  a  story  could  originate  only  in  a  conntiy  where 
palms  and  vultures  are  not  rare.  Now,  though  palms  do  grow  occasionally  as 
iar  north  as  Bome,  it  is  not  likely  that  they  ever  were  common.  Vultures  are 
not  found  in  Italy,  except  in  the  Alps  (Lewis,  Credibility  of  Roman  History ,  i. 
515).  The  story,  therefore,  was  most  probably  imported  from  Greece.  No 
similar  prodigy  ever  occurred  in  Italy  in  historical  times,  among  the  scores  of 
prodigies  reported  from  time  to  time. 

*  The  next  instance  of  a  consultation  of  the  Delphic  oracle  is  said  to  haye 
taken  place  in  the  last  war  with  Veii,  the  account  of  which  is  full  of  fiibles  and 
miracles. — livy,  t.  16.  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  iii.  219.  Maiquardt,  Rom. 
Jiterth,,  IT,  44,  n.  276.    See  below,  book  ii.  chap.  xvi. 
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reason  for  assigning  it  to  Tarquinins  is  apparently  only  an 
inference  made  from  the  circumstance  that  the  Sibylline 
books  were  preserred  in  the  temple  of  the  Capitoline 
Jupiter.  Nothing  seemed  more  natural  than  to  suppose 
that  Tarquin,  who  built  that  temple,  purchased  also  the 
sacred  books  of  the  Sibyl.' 

From  the  Greek  tales  in  the  history  of  the  Tarquins  it  has 
been  argued  that,  in  the  Tarquinian  period,  a  Uyely  inter- 
course took  place  between  Greeks  and  Bomans,  and  that 
Rome  then  received  the  first  impression  of  Greek  civilisa- 
tion.   We  hold  that  this  inference  is  erroneous,  and  we 
consider  the  stories  upon  which  it  is  based  as  so  man  j 
attempts  to  represent  the  aboriginal  Romans  as  connected 
with  Greece,  attempts  which  we  have  met  with  in  the 
legend  of  iElneas,  in  the  alleged  intercourse  of  Numa  and 
Pythagoras,  in  the  legend  of  the  temple  of  Diana  on  the 
Aventine,  built,  as  it  is  said,  after  the  model  of  that  of 
the  Ephesian  Artemis,  and  in  the  alleged  descent  of  the 
Tarquins  from  Demaratus  of  Corinth.    At  what  time  and 
in  what  manner  Greece  began  to  exercise  her  influence 
upon  Rome,  is  a  question  for  the  solution  of  which  we  obtain 
no  materials  from  the  unauthenticated  history  of  the  regal 
time.     The  alphabet,  the  system  of  weights  and  measures 
used  in  Rome,  appear  to  have  been  introduced  from  the 
Greek  cities  in  Southern  Italy,  but  we  have  as  yet  no 
evidence  to  show  how  and  when. 

*  Collections  of  prophecies  similar  to  the  Sibylline  books  are  met  with  not 
only  among  the  Greeks,  but  also  among  the  Italians — Etruscans  as  well  as  those 
of  SabelUan  race.  The  Romans  had  the  prophecies  of  the  Marcii  ('  Carmina 
Marciana,*  Härtung,  Rdigion  der  Römer,  i.  139) ;  prophetic  lines  {sortes)  of 
the  nymph  Albunea  had  come  down  to  Rome  from  Tibur  in  a  miraculous 
manner  (Marquardt,  Rom.  Alterth.,  iv.  299).  There  existed  likewise  Etruscan 
*  libri  fatales*  (Livy,  v.  45.  Cicero,  De  IHvin.,  i.  44,  100),  and  prophecies  of 
the  Etruscan  nymph  Begoe  (qus  artem  scripserat  fulguritorum  apud  Tuscos. 
Lactant,  Instil,,  i.  6, 12).  Such  books  as  these  were  kept  in  the  Capitol,  together 
with  the  Sibylline  books,  in  the  care  of  the  Quindecimyiri  sacris  faciandis. 
They  are  all  called  without  distinction  *  libri  fatales '  and  '  Sibylline '  books, 
and  there  seems  to  have  been  little  difference  between  them.  It  is  not  likely 
that  Italian  writings  of  this  kind  were  introduced  in  Rome  after  the  Greek 
Sibylline  yerses  had  become  fashionable.  They  must,  therefore,  hare  been  older, 
and  nobody  was  more  likely  to  bring  Etruscan  <  libri  fatales  '  to  Rome  than 
the  Etruscan  Tarquins. 
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If,  from  what  we  have  said,  it  most  be  conceded  that     CHAP. 

VIII 

the  history  of  the  reign  of  Tarquinius  Superbua  is  unau-  ^   ,   '  ^ 


thentic,  it  follows  that  the  account  of  his  expulsion  is  ^^e  expui- 
likewiae  without  foundation.  It  is  contrary  to  all  expe-  ^^"  ®f  *^® 
rience,  and  to  the  laws  of  human  nature,  that  a  powerful 
dynasty  should  have  been  expelled  without  any  difficulty, 
without  any  internal  struggles,  simply  by  a  resolution  of 
the  people,  and  that  a  monarchy  which  had  lasted  for 
centuries  should  have  been  changed,  as  by  magic,  into  a 
republic  in  complete  working  order,  with  responsible  annual 
magistrates  and  the  laws  necessary  to  secure  the  perma- 
nence of  these  institutions. 

We  venture  to  conjecture  that  the  expulsion  of  the  Probable 
Tarquins  from  Eome  implied  not  merely  a  change  in  the  So^to^!* 
constitution,  but  that  it  was  connected  with  a  national 
rising  of  the  Latino-Sabine  people  against  the  Etruscans, 
who  for  a  time  had  held  dominion  over  Latium.  This,  it 
is  true,  cannot  be  proved  with  absolute  certainty.  The 
evidence  to  which  we  must  refer  is  too  vague  and  untrust- 
worthy ;  it  depends  too  much  upon  individual  conceptions, 
and  may  often  be  interpreted  in  various  ways.  We  must, 
therefore,  rest  contented  if  the  result  of  our  investigations 
satisfy  the  rules  of  probabiliiy,  and  if  we  get  rid  of  con- 
ceptions which  our  judgment  rejects  as  untenable  and 
false« 

The  Etruscans  or  Tuscans,  called  by  the  Greeks  Tyr-  The 
rhenians,  differed  in  descent,  language,  and  manners  from  ^^  ly."^ 
all  the  other  races  of  Italy,  and  from  the  Greek  settlers  on  rhenians. 
Italian  soU.    They  had  spread  themselves  at  the  time  of 
their  greatest  power  over  the  wide  plain  of  the  Fo  in  the 
north  of  Italy ;  in  the  south  they  occupied  Campania ;  and 
in  central  Italy  the  land  of  Etroria,  to  which  they  gave  its 
name.     In  each  of  these  three  districts  they  built  towns  at        ' 
a  very  early  period,  which  were  ruled  by  kings  and  formed 
several  confederacies.    At  the  time  of  their  immigration 
ihey  had  either  expelled  or  conquered  the  original  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  in  some  districts — for  instance,  in  southern  and 
eastern  Etruria — they  had  amalgamated  with  them  to  a 
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certain  extent.  In  the  settlements  north  of  the  Apennines 
the  Etruscans  were  gradually  overpowered  by  successive 
invasions  of  Gauls ;  in  Campania  their  dominion  seems 
to  have  been  of  short  duration,  and  to  have  been  broken 
towards  the  end  of  the  regal  period  by  the  Greek  colonies 
in  union  with  the  advancing  Sabellians ;  but  in  Etruria 
proper — ^between  the  Arno,  the  Tiber,  the  sea,  and  the 
Apennines — ^the  Etruscans  reached  a  high  degree  of  national 
development.  Here  were  situated  the  maritime  cities, 
which  commanded  the  western  sea,  called  after  them  the 
Tjrrrhenian,  by  which  they  extended  their  commerce,  as 
well  as  their  piratical  excursions,  to  the  furthest  shores. 
In  this  country,  which  still  bears  a  name  derived  from  them, 
they  left  traces  of  their  national  peculiarities,  bearing 
witness  to  the  present  day  of  their  ingenuity  and  their 
wealth. 

Of  the  history  of  the  Etruscans  we  know  hardly  any- 
thing. The  Greek  and  Boman  writers  give  but  a  scanty 
and  untrustworthy  acooimt  of  them.  Like  the  Egyptians, 
they  are  known  to  us  chiefly  by  the  ruins  of  their  buildings 
and  by  the  numerous  sepulchral  monuments  which  are  still 
preserved.  Their  literature  has  perished  entirely,  and  even 
their  language,  which  was  spoken  down  to  the  time  of  the 
civil  wars  of  Marius  and  Sulla,  gradually  died  away,  and 
was  so  neglected  that  we  have  no  key  to  decipher  the  in- 
scriptions they  have  left  behind.  The  Etruscans,  therefore, 
have  become  in  many  respects  a  mysterious  people,  and  will 
remain  so  until  some  fortunate  accident,  like  the  discovery 
of  the  Bosetta  stone,  shall  come  to  our  help.  It  follows 
that  we  must  speak  with  great  reserve  of  this  nation,  of 
their  character,  their  religion,  and  their  civil  institutions, 
and  that  it  is  difficult  to  judge  with  certainiy  of  the 
influence  which  they  exercised  on  Bome.* 

1  The  Etniflcaxi  influence  in  Rome  was  not  so  great  as  to  modify  essentially 
the  original  lAtin  race.  Bnt  it  shows  itself  in  matters  which  have  reference 
to  religion  and  politics,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  can  hardly  be  derived  from 
peaceful  intercourse  of  the  two  nations.  The  whole  system  of  auguries,  as  it 
was  developed  in  Rome  into  an  elaborate  science,  half  religious  and  half 
political,  is  of  Etruscan  origin  (see  0.  Müller,  Etrusker,  iii.  6).    The  science  of 
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Concerning  the  origin  of  the  Etrascans,  historical  science     CHAP, 
has  not  yet  arrived  at  a  final  and  satisfactory  result, 


although  this  question  has  been  most  eagerly  discussed  ^he  origin 
from  the  oldest  times  to  the  present  day.  The  ancients  ^fthe 
were  satisfied  that  the  Etruscans  migrated  from  Asia  Minor 
to  Italy,  and  that  they  were  of  kindred  blood  with  the 
Tyrrhenians  spread  in  all  directions  over  the  eastern  shores 
and  islands  of  the  Mediterranean.  Since  Niebuhr  wrote, 
the  hypothesis  has  been  very  generally  accepted  that  the 
Etruscans  migrated  into  Italy  from  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts of  Bhsetia,  and  that  they  gradually  advanced  in  the 
peninsula  from  north  to  south.  It  is  impossible  to  decide 
which  of  these  two  views  is  correct.  Whatever  the  ori- 
ginal country  of  the  Etruscans  was,  we  know  them  only 
after  they  had  settled  in  Italy,  and  the  history  of  Bome  is 
not  concerned  with  the  events  which  preceded  this  settle- 
ment. 

In  all  probability  the  Etruscans  were  first  brought  into  BeUtions 
contact  with  the  Latins  when,  after  the  conquest  of  the  Etruscans 
whole  of  Etruria  as  far  as  the  Tiber,  they  penetrated  »ndLatins. 
farther  southward  towards  Campania.^     ^  It  is  most  likely 
that  the  Etruscans  reached  Campania  by  land,  that  their 
dominion  extended  at  one  time  without  interruption  from 
the  foot  of  the  Alps  to  Mount  Vesuvius,  and  that  conse- 
quently the  coast  districts  of  Latium  were  once  Etruscan.'  * 
These  southern  conquests  of  the  Etruscans,  however,  were 
not  permanent  like  those  in  Etruria  proper.     They  appear 
not  to  have  been  made  by  a  migration  of  the  whole  people, 
or  by  a  settlement  in  great  numbers ;  but  rather  seem  to 

the  hanupicee,  especially  the  interpretation  and  expiation  of  lightning,  always 
remained  in  the  exdusire  possession  and  practice  of  Etrnscans  (Müller,  Etrua- 
ker,  iii.  7).  It  is  rery  significant  that  the  insignia  of  royalty  are  admitted  by 
general  consent  to  have  been  derived  from  Etmria.  The  introdnction  of  these 
insignia  is  explained  only  by  the  supposition  that  Etruscan  kings  governed  in 
Borne,  jnst  as  the  French  phrases  employed  to  the  present  day  in  English  parlia- 
mentary langnage  and  the  administration  of  law  aredne  to  the  Norman  conquest. 

'  It  is  quite  immaterial  whether  this  advance  was  made  by  land,  or,  as 
others  (Mommsen,  Rom.  Ge»ch.y\.  126 ;  Engl,  transl.  i.  129)  will  have  it,  by  sea. 

*  Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch,,  i.  329. 
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I. 


at  a  time  when  the  colonisation  of  Etroria  proper  had  ab- 
sorbed the  principal  strength  of  the  Etniscan  race.^  Even 
the  southern  part  of  Etruria»  between  the  Oiminian  hill 
and  the  Tiber,  appears  to  have  been  subdued  considerably 
later  than  the  northern  parts  of  the  countiy,  and  to  have 
adopted  the  Etruscan  language  and  manners  but  partially 
and  imperfectly.'  Thus  it  is  explained  that  the  Etruscan 
power  in  Campania  and  Latium  was  overthrown  at  a  com- 
paratively early  period,  and  left  few  traces  behind.^ 
TraditioM  The  memory  of  Etruscan  rule  over  Latium  was  pre- 
can  oon  '  Served  in  the  old  popular  tradition  of  the  Etruscan  tyrant, 
qufist  Mezentius,  who  in  tiie  time  of  -äJueas  subdued  the  Latins, 
imposed  a  tribute  on  them,  and  was  at  last,  after  a  hard 
struggle,  defeated  and  expelled  from  Latium/  Another 
mythical  character  of  similar  nature  was  Turnus,  evidently 
a  Tyrrhenian  by  his  very  name,  who,  as  prince  of  the 
Eutuli  in  Ardea,  fought  against  iBneas.  As  Etruscan 
conquerors  of  Latium,  we  have  already  met  with  Mastama 
and  the  Lucumo  Ooeles  Yibenna.  In  the  current  narrative 
the  two  Tarquins  were  inserted  among  the  Boman  kings, 
as  Etruscan  conquerors  of  Latium ;  and  lastly  we  shall 
find  that  the  conquest  of  Bome  by  Forsenna  is  nothing 
but  another  version  of  the  same  popular  tradition  which 
has  preserved  the  memory  of  Etruscan  dominion  in 
Latium/ 

'  As  it  10  represented  in  the  legends  of  Cosies  Vibenna,  Mastama,  and 
Porsenna. 

'  Analogous  are  the  conquests  of  the  Longobards  in  Southern  Italy  and  of 
the  Anglo-Normans  in  Wales  and  Ireland. 

s  Mommsen,  Rom,  Geach,,  i.  115, 116,  148;  English  translation,  i.  121, 131, 
148. 

*  The  first  Norman  conquerors  in  Ireland  became  Hibemis  Hibemiores. 

'  Dionjsins,  i.  65.  Plutarch,  QimsL  Som,,  45.  Macrobius,  iii.  5, 10.  Ovid, 
Fast,  iy.  888,  895, 

*  Compare  also  Viigil,  JEn,  li.  539  ff. ;  and  Servius,  JEn.,  zL  567. 
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CHAPTEE  IX. 

THB   ATTEMPTS   OF  TARQÜINIÜ8   TO   REGAIN   THE   ROYAL 

POWER. 

When  the  wicked  Tarqniii  had  been  driven,  with  his  whole     chap. 
house,  out  of  Rome,  he  did  not  give  up  all  hope  of  regain-  ,    ^-    , 
ing  his  power.     He  had  still  a  strong  party  in  Eome,  ^^^^  ^^^ 
especiallj  among  the  yonnger  patricians,  who  had  lived  to  bring 
evil  lives  under  his  rule.    Therefore  he  sent  messengers  b)S  uT 
to  Some,  who  should  pretend  to  apply  for  the  restoration  Rome, 
of  his  movable  property,  but  who  consulted  secretly  with 
his  adherents  how  the  king  could  be  brought  back  to 
Some.     One  day,  when  the  conspirators  were  conferring 
privately  together,  they  were  overheard  by  a  slave,  who  be- 
trayed them  to  the  consuls.     Then  they  were  all  seized 
and  thrown  into  prison.   But  the  slave  was  rewarded  with 
freedom  and  the  Soman  citizenship. 

Then  Brutus,  who  was  consul  with  Tarquinins  CoUatinus,  ^^^ 
showed  how  a  true  Soman  must  love  his  country  more  Brutus 
than  his  own  blood.     For  when  it  was  found  that  his  two  his  sons, 
sons  were  among  those  who  wished  to  bring  Tarquin  and 
his  family  back  to  Some,  he  condemned  them  to  death  as 
traitors,  even  as  he  condemned  the  other  conspirators,  and 
did  not  ask  mercy  of  the  people  for  them,  but  had  the 
youths  bound  to  the  stake  before  his  eyes,  and  then  gave 
orders  to  the  lictor  to  scourge  them  and  to  cut  off  their 
heads  with  the  axe. 

Now  the  people  were  still  more  embittered  against  the  Of  the 
banished  Tarquins,  and  the  senate  declined  to  give  up  their  m^™^JJ^ 
movable  goods,  and  divided  them  among  the  people.     But 
the  field  between  the  town  and  the  Tiber,  which  belonged 
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BOOK     to  the  TarqninB  and  was  sown  with  com,  they  consecrated 
s^ r — '  to  the  god  Mars,  and  called  it  the  field  of  Mars,  and  the 


corn  they  caused  to  be  cut  down  and  thrown  into  the  Tiber. 

It  drifted  down  the  bed  of  the  river  to  a  shallow  place, 

where  it  became  fixed ;  and  as,  in  the  course  of  time,  mud 

and  earth  collected  there,  an  island  was  formed  in  the  river, 

which  was  afterwards  surrounded  by  embankments  and 

walls,  so  that  large  buildings  and  temples  could  be  erected 

on  it. 

Of  the  Now,   afber  the  conspiracy  had  been  discovered  and 

banish-       punished,  the  senate  and  the  people  made  a  law  that  all 

^^^y      „  those  who  were  of  the  Tarquinian  race  should  be  banished 

ag&inst  all  , 

the  Tap-  for  all  time  to  come.  And  all  the  secret  adherents  of  the 
quimi.  royal  party  escaped  from  the  town,  and  collected  around 
the  expelled  Tarquin.  But  Tarquinius  CoUatinus,  who  was 
consul  with  Brutus,  was  a  friend  of  the  people  and  an  enemy 
of  the  banished  king  and  his  house,  on  account  of  the 
shame  which  Sextus  Tarquinius  had  brought  upon  his  wife 
Lucretia.  But  as  he  was  of  the  race  of  the  Tarquins,  he 
obeyed  the  law,  laid  down  his  office,  and  went  into  exile, 
and  the  people  chose  Publius  Valerius  to  be  consul  in  his 
place. 
Of  the  Now  when  the  plan  of  Tarquinius  to  regain  the  dominion 

Bra\u8  ^y  cunning  and  fraud  had  been  defeated,  he  went  to  Tar- 
and  of  quinii  in  the  land  of  the  Etruscans,  which  was  the  home  of 
Tarqui-  his  father,  and  he  excited  the  people  of  Tarquinii  and  of 
Veii  to  make  war  upon  Rome.  Then  the  Romans  marched 
out  against  the  Etruscans,  and  fought  with  them  near  the 
wood  Arsia.  And  in  the  battle  Aruns,  the  son  of  Tar- 
quinius, saw  Brutus  at  the  head  of  the  Roman  army,  and 
thinking  he  would  revenge  himself  upon  the  enemy  of  his 
house,  he  put  spars  to  his  horse  and  ran  against  him  with 
his  spear.  And  when  Brutus  saw  him,  he  did  the  same, 
and  each  pierced  the  other  through  the  body  with  his  spear, 
so  that  both  fell  down  dead  from  their  horses.  But  the 
battle  was  fierce  and  bloody,  and  lasted  until  the  evening 
without  being  decided.  And  in  the  night,  when  both  armies 
were  encamped  on  the  field  of  battle,  a  loud  voice  of  the 


Ullis. 
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god  Silvanns  was  heard  coming  ont  of  the  wood,  saying  that     CHAP. 


IX. 


the  Bomans  had  conquered,  for  among  the  Etruscans  one 
man  more  was  slain  than  among  the  Bomans.  Then  the 
Etruscans  went  away  to  their  homes,  and  the  Bomans  also 
went  home,  taking  the  body  of  Brutus  with  them,  and  the 
Roman  women  wept  and  mourned  for  him  a  whole  year, 
because  he  had  so  bravely  ayenged  the  dishonour  of 
Lncretia. 

Thereupon  Tarquin  the  tyrant  betook  himself  to  Clusium  Of  the  war 
to  King  Porsenna,  who  ruled  over  all  the  Etruscans,  and  xing 
he  implored  help  of  him  against  the  Bomans.     And  Por-  l^wsenna 
senna  coUected  a  powerful  army,  and  marched  towards  against 
Borne  to  restore  Tarquin  to  his  kingdom.     And  as  the  Ij*® 

^  ^  ,  ,         Ivomans. 

Etruscans  approached,  they  took  the  hill  Janiculus,  which 
lies  on  the  right  side  of  the  Tiber  opposite  the  Capitol,  and 
they  drove  the  Bomans  back  over  the  wooden  bridge  into 
the  city.  Then  the  Bomans  were  seized  with  great  fear ; 
and  they  did  not  venture  to  oppose  the  enemy,  and  to 
defend  the  entrance  of  the  bridge,  but  they  fled  across  the 
bridge  back  into  the  city.  When  Horatius,  who  was  sur- 
named  Cocles,  saw  this,  he  placed  himself  opposite  to  the 
enemy  at  the  entrance  of  the  bridge,  and  two  warriors,  who 
were  called  Larcius  and  Herminius,  stayed  with  him. 
These  three  men  stirred  not  from  the  place,  but  fought 
alone  with  the  whole  army  of  the  Etruscans,  and  held 
their  position,  while  the  Bomans  pulled  down  the  bridge 
behind  them.  And  when  only  a  few  planks  were  left, 
Larcius  and  Herminius  hurried  back,  but  Horatius  would 
not  move  until  the  bridge  was  broken  down  and  fell  into 
the  river.  Then  he  turned  round,  and,  with  his  arms  upon 
him,  just  as  he  was,  sprang  into  the  Tiber  and  swam  back 
to  Borne  unhurt.  Thus  Horatius  saved  the  city  from  the 
Etruscans,  and  the  Bomans  rejoiced  and  led  him  in  triumph 
into  the  city,  and  afterwards  they  erected  a  monument  to 
him  on  the  Comitium,  and  gave  him  as  much  land  as  he 
coidd  plough  in  one  day* 

Meanwhile,  the  town  was  hard  pressed  by  Porsenna,  ^^^^a   j 
and  there  arose  a  famine  in  Bome,  and  the  people  were  of  Mucius 

Scsevola. 
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BOOK  driven  to  despair.  Then  Mncios,  a  noble  Eoman,  deter- 
v^ — ^ — -  mined  to  kill  King  Forsenna,  and  he  went  into  the  Etrus- 
can camp,  even  into  the  king's  tent.  But,  as  he  did  not 
know  him,  he  slew  the  treasurer  of  the  king,  who  sat  near 
him,  and  who  was  distributing  the  pay  to  the  soldiers. 
And  he  was  seized  and  threatened  with  death.  Then  he 
stretched  out  his  right  hand  into  the  flame  which  was 
burning  on  an  altar,  until  it  was  burnt  to  ashes.  Porsenna 
was  so  much  amazed  at  the  courage  of  the  youth  that  he 
forgave  him,  and  allowed  him  to  return  free.  And  Mucins, 
in  gratitude  for  the  magnanimity  of  Porsenna,  revealed  to 
him  that  800  Eoman  youths  had  sworn  to  attempt  the 
same  deed  that  he  had  undertaken,  and  that  they  would 
not  rest  until  they  had  taken  his  life. 
How  King  When  Porsenna  heard  this,  he  feared  to  distress  the 
maie^ace  Romans  any  longer,    and  made  peace   with  them.     He 


with  the      took  no  land  from  them,  except  seven  villages  of  the  Veien- 
tines,  which  the  Romans  had  conquered  in  former  times ; 
and,  having  made  them  give  hostages,  he  insisted  no  longer 
that  they  should  receive  Tarquin  again  as  their  king. 
Of  the  Among  the  hostages  was  a  noble  virgin  called  Clcelia, 

Clffiiia.  wbo  would  not  suffer  herself  to  be  kept  captive  among  the 
Etruscans.  Therefore,  when  the  night  came,  she  slipped 
out  of  the  camp,  reached  the  river,  and  swam  across  to 
Eome.  But  the  Romans,  although  they  honoured  her 
courage,  blamed  her  conduct,  and  brought  her  back  to 
Porsenna,  because  she  had  acted  in  opposition  to  the 
.  treaty  and  to  the  right.  Then  Porsenna  admired  the 
faith  of  the  Romans,  and  released  Cloelia,  and  also  as 
many  of  the  other  hostages  as  she  selected ;  and  when  he 
went  away  from  Rome,  he  left  his  camp  there,  and  gave 
to  the  Romans  all  the  things  contained  in  it.  The  senate 
sold  these  goods  to  the  people,  and  thus  it  became  custo- 
mary to  say  at  public  sales,  *  The  goods  of  King  Porsenna 
are  being  sold.' 
How  When  Porsenna  had  become  tired  of  the  war,  he  went 

son  of'        home  to  Clusium ;  but  he  sent  his  son  Aruns  with  an 
Porsenna,    ^rmy  against  Aricia,  a  town  of  the  Latins,  where  all  the 
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people  of  Latium  were  accustomed  to  meet  together.     But     CHAP. 

Arifitodemus,  the  Greek    tyrant  of   Cum»,  helped  the  . — , — .. 

Latins,  and  the  Etruscans  were  beaten,  in  a  great  battle,  wm 

so  that  few  escaped  alive.    These  the  Eomans  received  ^"«»d 

near 

hospitably,  nursed  them  and  healed  their  wounds,  and  to  Aricia. 
those  who  wished  to  remain  in  Eome,  they  gave  dwelling 
in  that  port  of  the  town  which,  after  them,  was  called  the 
Etruscan  quarter. 

But  Tarquin  had  not  given  up  all  hopes  of  regaining  Of  the 
Eome.  For  this  reason  he  went  to  Tusculum,  to  his  son-  the  like 
in-law  Octavius  Mamilius,  and  excited  the  Tusculans  and  RegiUua. 
the  other  Latins  to  make  war  upon  Rome.  And  the 
Bomans  trembled  before  the  strength  of  the  Latins ;  and 
as  they  thought  that  perhaps  the  two  consuls  might  not 
agree  in  war,  they  nominated  a  dictator,  who  should  have 
power  over  Rome  like  a  king,  and  be  sole  leader  of  the 
army,  for  six  months.  And  for  this  post  they  chose 
Marcus  Valerius.  After  this  a  great  battle  was  fought 
near  the  Lake  Begillus,  between  the  Romans  and  the 
Latins;  and  the  Romans  began  to  give  way  when  the 
banished  king,  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  Roman  exiles, 
came  asrainst  them.  Then  the  Roman  dictator  vowed  a 
temple  to  Castor  and  Pollux,  if  they  would  assist  the 
Eomans  in  battle.  And  behold!  two  youths  rode  on 
white  chargers  at  the  head  of  the  Roman  horse,  and 
pressed  down  upon  the  enemy.  And  the  Romans  saw 
that  they  were  the  sacred  twins,  and  took  courage  and 
overthrew  the  Latins,  and  conquered  and  killed  many  of 
them.  Now,  when  the  battle  was  lost,  Tarquin  gave  up  all 
hope  of  coming  back  again  to  Rome,  and  he  went  to  Cumee, 
to  the  tyrant  Aristodemus,  and  dwelt  there  till  he  died. 

When  the  battle  was  yet  hardly  ended,  two  youths  How  the 
appeared  in  Rome  on  white  chargers,  and  announced  the  appew^^ 
victory  over  the  Latins ;  and  when  they  had  washed  their  in  ^me 
horses  at  the  spring  of  Jutuma  in  the  Forum,  they  sud- 
denly disappeared  and  were  never  seen  again.     Then  the 
Eomans  knew  that  they  had  seen  Castor  and  Pollux,  and 
they  built  them  a  temple  on  the  place  where  they  had 
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washed  their  horses.  From  this  time  the  Eomans  were 
no  more  troubled  by  Tarquin  and  his  house.  And  they 
made  new  laws  and  ordinances,  that  they  might  keep  the 
freedom  which  they  had  gained  and  never  again  be  under 
the  power  of  kings. 

Oritical  examination  of  the  Story  of  the  attempts  of 
Tarquinius  to  regain  the  royal  power. 

The  stories  of  the  various  attempts  of  the  expelled 
Tarquin  to  regain  his  lost  dominion  are  not  without  some 
traces  of  a  true  and  genuine  tradition  pointing  to  the 
circumstance  that  the  revolution  was  by  no  means  limited 
to  a  change  of  the  constitution.  The  conspiracy  among 
the  nobles,  in  favour  of  Tarquin,  appears  not  to  have  been 
formed  by  young  men,  as  it  is  represented,  but  by  the 
younger  patrician  houses.  These  younger  houses,  which  are 
said  to  have  been  added  to  the  old  nobility  by  the  first 
Tarquin,*  appear  to  have  been  Etruscans,  and  to  have 
settled  in  Rome  at  the  time  of  the  Etruscan  conquest. 
Their  union  with  the  older  population  is  the  circumstance 
so  often  mentioned  as  an  augmentation  of  the  senate  and 
of  the  knights,  and  ascribed  to  Bomulus,  to  TuUus,  and  to 
the  first  Tarquinius.*  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  such  an 
increase  of  the  noble  houses  by  the  addition  of  Etruscans 
took  place,  and  it  was  these  younger  houses*  who  took  the 
side  of  Tarquinius,  and  were  banished  with  him  in  great 
numbers.  Thus  Eome  regained  about  this  time  its  original 
nationality ;  it  became  again  a  Latin  town.  The  Etruscan 
element,  which  had  never  penetrated  the  body  of  the 
people,  was  cast  out  again,  leaving  only  those  few  traces 
behind  which,  at  a  later  period,  kept  alive  the  memory  of 
the  Etruscan  conquest. 

In  the  usual  narrative  the  last  Tarquinius  is  charged  with 
having  humbled  and  degraded  the  senate,  banished  and 
murdered  many  senators,  and  with  having  reigned  at  last 

»  Cicero,  Be  Rep,,  ii.  20,  3Ö.     Livy,  i.  86.         •  See  above,  pp.  12,  38,  54. 
'  '  Patres  minorum  gentium*  are  not  members  of  *  lesAer '  but  of  'younger' 
houses. 
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without  consulting  the  senate  at  all.     Hence,  as  it  is  said,     CHAP. 


IX. 


it  became  necessary  for  Brutus  to  nominate  a  considerable 
number  of  new  senators  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the 
senate  to  its  own  functions  in  the  commonwealth.  This 
stoiy  cannot  be  accepted  as  it  stands.  It  was  neither 
possible  nor  desirable  for  a  Eoman  king  to  reign  without 
a  senate.  A  tyrant  like  Tarquinius  might  fill  the  senate 
with  his  adherents,  and  might  avail  himself  of  them  for 
his  tyrannical  purposes,  but  it  would  have  been  a  mad  and 
suicidal  policy  in  him  to  weaken  a  body  of  men  whom  he 
could  make  useful  instruments  of  his  policy.  If,  therefore, 
the  senate  was  not  complete  under  Tarquinius,  the  cause 
of  it  must  have  been  the  absence  from  it  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  old  Latin  nobility.  After  the  revolution, 
when  most  of  the  Etruscan  noble  families  had  emigrated, 
there  were  again  numerous  vacancies,  which  were  filled 
by  the  nomination  of  national  senators. 

The  war  with  the  Etruscan  cities  Tarquinii  and  Veii,  '^®  ^'^ 
which  endeavoured  to  restore  the  expelled  king  by  force  Etruscan 
of  arms,  need  not  occupy  us  long.     It  is  entirely  fabulous,  ^*^^'- 
as  is  apparent  from  the  circumstance  that  the  voice  of  a 
god  proclaimed  the  Eomans  as  conquerors.     But  the  war 
would  not  have  been  introduced  into  the  narrative,  if  the 
insurrection  against  the  Tarquins  had  not  been  looked 
upon  as   a   national  struggle    of  the   Latins  with  the 
Etruscans. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


92  SOMAN  mSTOBY. 


CHAiT?EE  X. 

I 

THE   WAS   OF  POSSENITA. 

BOOK  "^^^  ^^^  ^^  Porsenna  belongs  to  those  parts  of  the  history 
I.  of  the  Eoman  kings  which  were  first  successfully  attacked 
by  modem  criticism  as  unauthentic.^  The  story  betrays 
of  the  na^  itself  On  the  first  glance  as  fictitious.  The  heroic  deeds  of 
rative.  Horatius  Cocles,  of  Mucins  Scsevola,  and  of  Cloelia,  are 
indeed  not  miracles,  but  are  of  such  a  nature  that,  upon 
the  evidence  which  we  possess  of  them,  we  cannot  receive 
them  as  historical.  Moreover,  the  entire  war,  in  its  causes, 
its  whole  course,  and  in  its  conclusion,  as  it  is  commonly 
represented,  appears  mysterious  and  contradictory.  Por- 
senna, the  powerful  King  of  the  Etruscans,  warmly  es- 
pouses the  cause  of  his  expelled  countryman  and  of  the 
kingly  power,  makes  war  upon  the  Bomans,  but  allows 
himself  to  be  so  terrified  by  the  attempt  of  Mucins  Scsevola 
to  murder  him,  that  he  makes  peace,  abandons  the  cause 
of  Tarquinius,  and  shows  himself  to  the  Bomans  as  a  most 
magnanimous  enemy. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  report  that  the  Bomans  had  to 
dictory  give  hostages  to  Porsenna,  showing  that  they  were  con- 
a!f  to^e*^  quered,  implies  a  totally  diflFerent  result  of  the  war.  More- 
results  of  over,  two  statements  have  been  preserved  by  Pliny*  and 
Tacitus,*  from  which  we  see  that,  not  only  was  Bome  con- 
quered by  the  Etruscan  king,  but  completely  overthrown. 
So  thoroughly  were  they  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror 
that  they  were  obliged  to  give  up  their  arms,  and  were 

1  See  Beaufort,  Dissertation  sur  Vinceriitude  de  Vhistoire  des  cinq  premiers 
sihles  de  rhistoire  romaine^  237  ff.     Utrecht»  1738. 

«  Pliny,  Hist,  Nat,,  xxxiy.  39.  »  Tacitus,  Hut.,  iii.  72. 


the  war. 
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allowed  the  use  of  iron  only  for  agricultural  purposes.'      CHAP. 
We  may  rest  assured  that  no  Boman  has  invented  this    - — r^ — ^ 


story,  so  injurious  to  national  pride.  We  certainly  cannot 
asBume  that  the  alleged  treaty  with  Porsenna,  which 
contained  the  hard  conditions  of  subjection,  was  preserved 
in  any  authentic  form;*  but  we  cannot  help  believing 
that  the  tradition  existed  of  an  Etruscan  conquest  in 
Borne,  and  that  in  the  account  of  the  victory  of  Porsenna 
we  have  one  of  the  numerous  versions  of  the  dominion  of 
Mezentius  over  Latium. 

If  this  be  the  case,  it  is  clear  that  the  war  of  Porsenna  Abgnrdi- 
had  originally  no  fixed  date  in  the  Boman  chronicles,  and  i^^tiyo. 
was  introduced  arbitrarily  and  unskilfully  into  the  history 
of  the  Tarquins.  It  is  in  no  way  connected  with  the  pre- 
ceding or  with  the  subsequent  attempts  of  the  Tarquins 
to  regain  their  power.  Porsenna  appears  as  a  foolish 
adventurer.  Prom  pure  magnanimous  sympathy  with  a 
countryman  he  undertakes  a  war,  is  victorious  in  it,  yet 
makes  no  use  of  his  victory,  either  for  himself  or  for  the 
expelled  king.  On  the  other  hand,  conquered  and  hum- 
bled Bome  is  able  at  once  to  carry  on  a  great  war  with  the 
Latin  confederacy.  More  than  that ;  Porsenna's  son  Aruns 
marches  with  the  Etruscan  army  from  Bome  against  the 
Latins,  who  appear  soon  afterwards  as  allies  of  Tarquinius 
in  his  new  attempt  against  the  Bomans,  and  he  is  beaten 
by  them  and  the  Greeks  from  Cumse,  under  Aristodemus, 
at  Aricia. 

If  we  suppose  that  the  story  of  an  Etruscan  conquest,  as  Tim«»  of 
it  is  represented  in  the  legends  of  Mezentius  and  Porsenna,  p^J^J^^/ 
rests  on  a  real  tradition,  and  points  to  actual  events,  then 
the  question  arises  to  what  age  does  it  belong  P    Certainly 

>  Bionysins  (v.  35)  relates  that  the  RomaiiB  sent  to  Porseima  the  insignia  of 
loyalty— sceptre,  diadem,  ivory  chair,  and  purple  cloak— which  implies  that  they 
recognised  him  as  their  sovereign. 

'  Erom  Pliny's  words  it  would  appear  that  he  believed  or  pretended  that  he 
had  seen  an  authentic  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Porsenna.  He  says,  '  In  fcedere,  quod 
expolsis  r^bus  populo  Bomano  dedit  Porsenna,  nominatim  comprehensum 
invenimus,  ne  ferro  nisi  in  agricultura  uterentur.'  Here  is  an  example  which 
shows  what  an  air  of  accurate  knowledge  Boman  writers  adopt  with  regard  to 
prehistoric  events. 
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BOOK  not  to  the  first  period  of  the  republic,  with  the  events  of 
-.  ;  -  wh!ch  it  can  in  no  way  be  reconciled.  It  seems  much 
rather  to  belong  to  the  period  which  we  can  designate  as 
that  of  the  Etruscan  dominion,  and  which  preceded  the 
beginning  of  the  republic.  If  thereby  Forsenna  is  removed 
to  a  still  darker  and  more  fabulous  age,  it  can  hardly  be 
considered  an  injustice  to  him ;  for  he  appears  in  various 
particulars  as  an  entirely  mythical  personage.^  It  may 
be  a  mere  accident  that  the  current  story  places  Forsenna 
in  the  first  years  of  the  republic,  and  that  no  contradic- 
tory statement  has  been  preserved.  But,  in  like  manner,  it 
is  related  that  the  Claudian  family  was  received  at  this 
time  into  the  Boman  state ;  and  by  a  mere  chance  we 
learn  from  Suetonius'  that,  according  to  another  opinion, 
their  reception  took  place  in  the  time  of  Titus  Tatius ; 
that  is  to  say,  at  the  commencement  of  !Boman  history, 
almost  two  centiuies  and  a  half  earlier. 

Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  possible  events  to  which 
the  story  of  Forsenna  refers,  thus  much  is  certain,  that 
the  common  narrative  throws  no  historical  light  on  the 
first  years  of  the  republic,  but  is  entirely  incomprehensible 
and  incredible.' 

>  The  tomb  of  Forsenna  is  a  bnilding  not  less  befitting  a  mythical  age  than  the 
palace  of  Alcinons  in  the  Odyssey  (see  Pliny,  Hist.  Nat.,  zzzvi.  19).  Forsenna 
is  ahso  able  to  conjure  lightning  (Fliny,  IRst.  Nat,,  ii.  54). 

•  Suetonius,  Tiber,  1. 

"  Compare  the  comments  on  the  war  with  Forsenna  in  Sir  O.  C.  Lewis' 
Credibility  of  Roman  History,  ii.  36-44. 
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CHAPTEE  XI. 

THE   WAB  WITH  THE   LATINS. 

The  war  with  the   Latins  was  celebrated  and  rendered     CHAP, 
conspicuous  in  the  oldest  annals  especially  by  the  battle  of  .    ^-    . 
the  Lake  Eegillus,  with  which  it  ended.     The  thirty  towns  Tapqnin 
of  united  Latium*  insisted  on  placing  Tarquin   on  the  and  the 
throne  of  Borne.     Tusculum  was  particularly  attached  to  fede»^° 
him,  for  Octavius  Mamilius,  the  son-in-law  of  Tarquin, 
reigned  in  that  town.     As  the  Bomans  would  not  consent 
to  the  demand  of  the  Latins,  there  arose  a  great  war 
between  Borne   and  united   Latium.    In  a  hard-fought 
battle  at  the  Lake  BegUlus,'  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tusculum,  the  Latins  were  completely  conquered,  and  from 
that  time  the  freedom  of  Borne  was  for  ever  afber  secure 
from  the  Tarquins. 

In  the  narratives  of  this  war  considerable  uncertainty  Chrono- 
in  the  chronology  is  discovered  by  Livy,  who  honestly  ß^*^^^' 
confesses  it ;  while  Dionysius,  in  his  smooth  description, 
does  not  allow  the  reader  to  guess  from  what  a  chaos  of 
conflicting  accounts  he  has  taken  it.  Livy'  places  the 
battle  of  Eegillus  in  the  year  499  s.o.,  while  by  other 
historians*  it  was  placed  in  the  year  496.  But  what  do 
a  few  years  matter  at  a  time  when  history  is  only 
beginning  to  get  disentangled  from  legends  and  myths  9 
We  should  be  contented  if  apart  from  the  chronology 

'  JAvy,  iL  18 :  '  Snpn  belli  Sabini  metton  id  qxioqne  aoceMcrat,  quod  triginta 
iam  ooniimssepopuloB,  ooncitante  Octavio  Mamilio,  satis  constabat.'  Dionysius,  . 
▼.  61,  80*01  TOO  Aarump  /mtuxov  y4wws  Kotyf  rhr  jcar^  r&r  *Vmf»aUf¥  AKupevKrcu 
v^X^^toy.—DionysixiB,  vi.  74,  76. 

*  No  traeas  of  this  lake  are  now  to  be  found. 

'  Livy,  iL  21.  *  Dionysius,  ji,  3,  and  the  Fasti  CapitoUni. 
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everything  else  were  authenticated.     How  mnch  is  want- 
ing in  this  respect  will  be  seen  from  what  follows. 

It  is  singular  that  this  war  is  not  brought  into  any  sort 
of  connection  with  the  other  attempts  to  restore  Tarquin 
to  his  kingdom.  Neither  in  the  war  with  the  towns  of 
Tarquinii  and  Yeii  nor  in  that  with  Porsenna  does  it 
appear  that  the  Latins  took  any  part.  They  allowed 
Tarquinius  to  exhaust  all  his  other  resources,  and  then, 
when  Bome  had  got  rid  of  her  other  enemies,  they  took 
up  arms.  If  there  is  any  historical  truth  in  this  nar- 
ratiye,  the  Tarquins  must  have  called  upon  their  Mends 
in  Latium  to  unite  with  their  Etruscan  allies  in  fighting 
against  Bome.  But  is  it  likely  that  all  Latium,  as  one 
man,  stood  up  for  the  tyrant?  The  dominion  which  the 
Tarquins  exercised  in  Latium  was  assuredly  not  milder 
than  their  tyranny  in  Bome.  They  had  subjected  the 
whole  of  Latium  by  force  of  arms.  The  story  of  the 
treacherous  conquest  of  Grabii  by  the  cunning  and  deceit 
of  Sextus  Tarquinius  points  to  the  existence  of  an  enmity 
between  the  Tarquins  and  Latium.  And  is  this  not  ex- 
pressed in  the  legend  of  the  siege  of  Ardea  9  After  the 
expulsion  of  the  kings,  this  town  is  said  to  have  concluded 
a  peace  with  the  Bomans  for  sixteen  years ;  is  it  likely, 
supposing  all  the  stories  to  have  been  authentic,  that  this 
town  fought  against  Bome  on  the  side  of  the  Tarquins  ? 
Moreover,  there  was  the  town  of  Prseneste,  which,  like 
Tusculum,  Ardea,  and  Aricia,  was  at  that  time  hardly 
inferior  to  Bome  itself.  According  to  a  meagre  re- 
port preserved  by  Livy,  which  by  its  very  meagreness 
betrays  a  good  annalistic  source,  Prseneste  joined  the 
Bomans.^    This  town,  therefore,  did  not  take  the  side  of 


■  Livy»  ii.  19:  'Pnenesteab  Latinis  ad  Romanos  descivit'  Nevertheless 
Fneneste  is  mentioned  in  the  list  of  confederate  Latin  towns  arrayed  against 
Rome  (Dionysius,  v.  61).  The  list  contains  the  following  names  alphabeti- 
cally arranged :  Ardea,  Alicia,  Bovilhe,  Bubentom,  Come,  Carventnm,  Ciroeii, 
Gorioli,  Corbio,  Cora,  Fortinea,  Ghibii,  lüorentum,  Lanuvium,  Laviuinm,  Labi- 
cum,  Nomentum,  Norba,  Prseneste,  Pedum,  Qnerquetulum,  Satricum,  Scaptia, 
Setia,  Teilen»,  Tibur,  Tusculum,  Tolerium,  Tricrium,  Velitx»  (see  Schwe^Ier, 
Rom,  Gesch,f  ii.  325.    Mommsen,  Bom.  Gesch,,  i.  3d0,  note ;  English  transla- 
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nnited  Latium  against  fiome.     Of  Gabii  we  may  Buppose     CHAP, 
the  same;  for,  according  to  the  legend,  the   Gabines  ^■.    ,  '  ^ 


tioo,  i.  357).  WhAt  iB  the  yalae  and  the  anthoritj  of  thiB  list  ?  I  feel  con* 
Tiiieed  it  is  of  no  Talue  and  of  no  authority  whatever.  '  It  is  made  up  at  hap- 
bizard  bj  some  annalist,  from  names  of  decayed  or  still  existing  Latin  towns' 
(see  the  Anthoi^s  Beaearches,  p.  58,  n.  1).  Schwegler  arrives  at  a  difierent 
conclusion  {Bom,  Geaeh,,  ii.  322),  and  thinks«  with  Niebuhr,  that  Dionysius  took 
his  list  from  the  document  containing  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  Bome  and 
Latinm  of  the  year  493  B.a  This  treaty,  concluded  by  Sp.  Oassius,  was  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  formed  the  basis  of  the  relations  between  Rome  and 
I^um  down  to  the  great  Latin  war  338  b.c.  The  original  document  contain- 
ing it  was  supposed  to  be  in  existence  in  Rome  even  at  the  time  of  Cicero.  It 
vu  engraved  on  a  bronze  column  behind  the  Rostra  in  the  Forum.  Cicero 
ODold  still  remember  it,  but  when  he  wrote  it  was  gone  (Cicero,  Pro  Balbo,  23, 
53 :  '  Cum  Latinis  omnibus  fcedus  ictum,  Sp.  Cassio,  Postumio  Cominio  con- 
sdibus,  quod  quidem  nuper  in  columna  ahenea  meminimus  post  rostra  incisum 
et  perscriptum  fuisse ').  livy,  therefore,  could  not  have  seen  it,  though  he  ex- 
presses himself  as  if  the  original  document  on  the  bronze  pillar  were  stiU  in 
existence  at  his  time  (Livy,  ii.  33).  The  antiquarian,  Verrius  Flaccus,  quotes 
obsolete  words  which  occurred  in  this  treaty  (Festus  s.  t.  nancitor).  There 
can,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  that  there  existed  in  Cicero's  time  a  document, 
vbich  was  supposed  to  be  the  treaty  concluded  between  Rome  and  Latium  in 
493  B.c.  under  the  auspices  of  Sp.  Cassius.  Nevertheless,  it  is  very  questionable 
if  this  document  was  genuine.  In  the  first  place  it  is  not  likely  that  a  bronze 
ptilar  in  the  Forum  should  have  escaped  the  cupidity  of  the  Ckiuls  in  390  b.c. 
Then  the  inscription  on  the  pillar,  as  we  see  from  Festus  (s.  v.  nancitor)  con- 
tained legal  matter,  such  as  could  hardly  be  incorporated  in  an  international 
treaty  many  years  before  the  Roman  civil  law  was  first  committed  to  writing 
in  the  legislation  of  the  decemvirs.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  treaty 
inscribed  on  the  bronze  pillar  was  not  the  original  one  of  493  b.c.,  but  that  of 
358  B.a,  by  which  the  old  treaty  of  Sp.  Cassius  was  renewed  (Livy,  vii.  12 : 
*  Fax  Latinis  petentibus  data  et  magna  vis  militum  ex  fcedere  vetusto,  quod 
mnltis  intermiserat  annis,  accepta.  See  below,  book  iii.  chap,  i.)  Yet,  even  if 
this  coiyeeture  should  be  erroneous,  and  if  the  original  of  the  treaty  of  493  b.c. 
sbould  have  been  extant  in  later  times,  it  is  nevertheless  certain  that  Dionysius 
could  not  have  taken  ^m  it  the  list  of  the  thirty  Latin  cities.  If  he  had 
done  so,  he  would  not  have  failed  to  name  his  source,  and,  moreover,  he  would 
li&re  given  the  list  in  the  proper  place,  where  he  relates  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  (vi.  95),  and  not  where  he  enumerates  the  towns  leagued  against  Rome 
(r.  61).  In  addition  to  this,  if  the  inscription  on  the  pillar  contained  the  names 
of  the  Latin  towns,  it  assuredly  did  not  give  them  in  alphabetical  order,  as 
Dionysius  names  them.  It  was  not  customary  in  antiquity  to  avoid  disputes 
of  precedence  by  having  recourse  to  the  alphabet,  as  modem  diplomacy  does. 
Thus  in  a  firagmentary  document  preserved  by  Cato  (Friscian,  ir.  4,  21,  p.  629  ; 
uidviL  12,  60,  p.  762  ed.  Putsch),  the  following  towns  are  mentioned  as 
members  of  a  league  that  met  in  the  grove  of  Aricia :  Tusculum,  Aricia,  Lanu- 
rinm,  Laurentum,  Cora,  Tibur,  Fometia,  Ardea.  If,  however,  from  some  unex- 
plained motive,  the  alphabetic  order  should  have  been  preferred  for  the  list  of 
the  thirty  confederate  Latin  towns  of  498  b.c.,  how  could  it  happen,  that  an 
VOL.  I,  H 
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BOOK     avenged  the  treachery  of  Sextus,  by  killing  him  soon 
after  the  expulsion  of  his  family  from  Bome.^ 

In  Lavininm  there  lived,  according  to  the  legend,  Col- 
latinns,  the  colleague  of  Brutus,  after  he  had  voluntarily 
resigned  his  office,  and  had  lefb  Borne.  This  town  also 
must,  therefore,  be  supposed  to  have  been  friendly  to  Borne. 
And  if  we  had  more  accurate  reports  of  the  events  of  this 
time,  we  should  probably  find  that  many  other  Latin 
towns  were  united  with  Bome  in  the  struggle  for  national 
independence  and  political  liberty.  It  is  due  only  to  the 
national  vanity'  of  the  Boman  annalists,  that  the  whole  of 
Latium  is  mentioned  as  hostile,  whereas  perhaps  only  a 
few  towns  opposed,  and  the  majority  supported,  Bome.  In 
some  towns,  indeed,  it  may  be  that  a  strong  Tarquinian 
party  was  in  favour  of  a  war  against  Bome.  This  may 
especially  be  supposed  of  Tusculum,  a  town  in  the  hands 
of  Tarquin's  son-in-law,  Octavius  Mamilius.*  The  same 
can  easily  be  believed  of  PidensB,  for  it  was  perhaps  more 
Etruscan  than  any  other  town  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tiber.  With  others  other  motives  may  have  operated. 
We  cannot  guess  the  detail  of  these  events,  but  from  a 
few  traces  that  are  preserved  it  appears  clear  that  the  war 
cannot  be  considered  as  one  between  Bome  and  united 
Latium.  On  the  contrary,  it  seems  that  the  dominion  of 
the  Tarquins  was  detested,  not  only  in  Bome,  but  every- 
where in  Latium,  on  account  of  its  despotism,  and  from 
national  hostility;  that  rebellion  took  place,  as  for  in- 
stance, in  Ardea,  and  that  at  last,  in  a  great  decisive 
battle,  the  national  element  of  the  Latins^  and  the  aris- 
tocratic republic  gained  the  victory  over  the  Etruscan 

alphabet  waa  taken  which  was  not  introdnced  in  Home  till  more  than  200  jears 
later  (see  Mommsen,  Rom.    Gesch.,  i.    360 ;    English   translation,   i.    357). 
There  is,  it  seems,  no  alternative  but  to  reject  the  list  of  Dionjsius  as  spurious. 
»  Livy,  i.  60. 

*  We  shall  often  hare  occasion  to  refer  to  this  trait  of  the  Koman  historians. 
■  Cicero  speaks  of  the  Latin  war  as  a  war  with  Octavius  Mamilius  of 

Tusculum  (Ad  Aiticum,  ix.  10,  De  Natura  Deor.,  ii.  2). 

*  The  monarchical  government  seems  to  have  been  superseded  by  the  repub- 
lican in  Latium  sooner  than  in  Rome.— Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  ii.  70. 
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monarchy.    Let  us  try  to  discoyer  what  gave  the  first     CHAP, 
impulse  to  this  movement. 


In  the  period  of  the  fall  of  Tarquin,  as  far  as  we  can  origin  of 
troflt  the  imcertain  chronology,  Aristodemns  was  Tyrant  t^«  ™o^»- 
of  Cmnse.  Of  him  Dionysins  relates  a  long  story,  how  he 
possessed  himself  of  power,  killed  the  nobles,  expelled 
their  sons  from  the  town,  but  fell  at  last  a  victim  to  their 
revenge.  This  Aristodemus  is  said  to  have  driven  back  a 
powerful  army  of  Umbrians,  Daunians,  and  Tyrrhenians, 
who  marched  against  Cumse ;  afterwards  he  went  to  assist 
the  Latins  against  the  Etruscans,  who,  under  Aruns,  the 
reputed  son  of  Porsenna,  besieged  Aricia.  Here  Aristo- 
demus, with  his  allies,  gained  a  victory  over  the  Etruscans. 
At  last,  Aristodemus  supported  the  Bomans  against  the 
Etruscans,  who  wished  to  restore  the  expelled  Tarquins.* 

These  statements  suggest  the  conclusion  that  the  TheEtms- 
Etruscans,  after  the  conquest  of  Bome  and  Latium,  ad-  the'aretk 
vancing  southward,  came  in  contact  with  the  towns  of  colonies. 
Campania,  especially  with  Cumee.  Eepulsed  here,  they 
began  to  lose  their  hold  on  Latium.  Several  towns,  such 
as  Ardea  and  Ai-icia,'  rebelled.  Then  Bome  rqse  against 
them.  Prsenestft  and  other  towns  joined  the  party  which 
opposed  the  Etruscan  kings,  perhaps  more  from  national 
than  political  enmity.  Li  the  war  which  arose,  the  towns 
of  Etruria  proper  seem  to  have  taken  no  part ;  the  Latins 
were  divided  and  stood  on  both  sides.  In  the  battle  of 
Eegillus  the  victory  was  decided  in  favour  of  Boman  and 
Latin  independence.  It  was  not  a  victory  of  the  Bomans 
over  Latium.  Consequently  when,  a  few  years  later 
(498  B.c.),  a  league  was  concluded  with  the  Latins  under 
the  consul  Sp.  Cassius,  the  Latins  were  treated  as  an 
independent  nation.  The  Bomans  were  satisfied  with 
having  again  obtained  their  independence  by  the  help 
of  the   Latins,   and   they  made  no  attempt  to  regard 

*  Flntarch,  De  Virt.  Muliebr.,  361.  Accordmg  to  livy  (ii.  9),  the  Romans,  on 
the  approach  of  Porsenna,  sent  to  Cnms  for  com.  The  legend  therefore 
represented  Cumse  as  friendly  to  Rome. 

*  LivT,  i.  50. 
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BOOK     themselves  as  the  heirs  of  the  power  of  the  Tarqnins 


I, 


over  Latium. 


Hiracu-  ^  ^^^  ^^^  detail  in  the  narrative  of  this  war,  it  is  full 

lous  ele-      of  miracles  and  poetry,  as  may  be  expected  at  this  period. 

the  nam-   The  description  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Eeg^us  reminds  ns 

^^®-  of  Homer's  battle-scenes.^    The  armies  fight,  but  the 

leaders  decide  the  battle.    It  is  a  succession  of  single 

combats  in  which  the  heroes  of  that  period  perished.   The 

old  King  Tarquin  fought  and  fell.*    Even  the  gods  took 

part  in  the  battle :  Castor  and  Pollux  stormed  the  enemy's 

camp,  and  appeared  in  Bome  as  the  first  messengers 

announcing  the  victory.    A  horse's  footprint  in  stone 

testified  in  later  times  to  their  presence  in  the  battle. 

«  Livy,  ii.  19,  20. 

'  Dionysios  (yi.  11)  found,  npon  calculation,  that  King  Tarquin  muat  hare 
been  nearly  ninety  yean  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Regillus.  He 
thought  it  unlikely  that  so  old  a  man  should  fight  hand-to-hand  in  a  pitched 
battle.  Therefore  he  substituted  a  son,  Titus  Tarquinius,  who  is  a  creature  of 
Dionysius'  imagination. 
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CHAPTEE  XII. 

THE    SABINE    WAB« 

We   have  not   yet   done  with  the  wars,  which,  in  the     chap. 
beginning  of  the  republic  follow  one  upon  another  with 


marvellous  rapidity.     According  to  the   received  chro-  Different 
nology,  the  Latin  war  which  we  have  just  referred  to  was  ^"i^??  ^^ 
preceded  by  a  dangerous  war  with  the  Sabines,  which  war. 
lasted  from  the  year  505  to  501   b.o.    Dionysius  and 
Plutarch  *  give  detailed  accounts  of  this  war,  full  of  vivid 
descriptions  of  marches,  stratagems,  battles,  victories,  and 
triumphs.     Livy  mentions  it  in  few  words,^  and  Zonaras  ' 
appears  to  give  it  the  place  of  the  war  with  the  Latins, 
which  he  entirely  passes  over.    The  war  wül  find  but 
little  mercy  at  the  hands  of  historical  criticism. 

It  is  at  the  very  outset   surprising  that   this   war.  The  war 
although  coming  between  that  of  Porsenna  and  that  of  ned^' 
the  Latins,  appears  unconnected  with  the  exertions  of  the  ^^  '^^ 
Tarquins  to  regain  their  power  in  Eome.    The  shrewd 
Dionysius  alone  has  endeavoured  to  remove  this  objection, 
by  making  Sextus  Tarquinius  take  part  in  it.     But  in  the 
older  unsophisticated  account  this  war  has  no  connexion 
with  the  Tarquinians.    The  Sabines  harass  Bome  for  four 
years ;  Tarquinius  waits  until  they  are  defeated,  and  then 
he  makes  his  attack  upon  Bome  in  conjunction  with  the 
Latins.     This  is   clearly  most  improbable.    The  whole 
Btory  is  not,  however,  to  be  condemned  on  account  of  a 
chronological  error.     If  we  could  save  the  war  by  placing 
it  afier  the  war  with  the  Latins  instead  of  before  it,  we 

>  DionysiuB,  y.  37  ff.    Plutaich,  PopUcoUi,  20.  «  LiTy,  ii.  16. 

'  Zonanui,  Tii.  13. 
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Valerii. 


BOOK     should  be  satisfied.     But  even  with  such  a  transposition 
. ^ — "  very  little  is  gained.     The  foul  spot  is  in  the  subject- 
matter  itselfy  and  cannot  be  removed  by  transposing  the 
war  to  another  place. 

The  descriptions  of  the  war  connect  it  especially  with. 
the  name  of  the  Valerian  house.  In  the  first  campaign 
(505  B.c.)  the  Consul  M.  Valerius,  the  brother  of  Poplicola, 
beats  the  Sabines  in  two  great  battles ;  in  the  second  of 
these  the  Sabines  lose  13,000  men,  but  the  Bomans  not 
one  man.^  In  the  following  year  (504  B.C.)  the  same 
story  is  repeated,  with  this  difference,  that  instead  of  M. 
Valerius,  his  brother,  the  principal  hero  of  the  Valerian 
house,  P.  Valerius  Poplicola,  is  mentioned  as  consul  and 
conqueror  over  the  Sabines.  This  time  also,  according  to 
Dionysius,*  13,000  Sabines  are  killed ;  but  Dionysius  is  too 
shrewd  a  writer  to  discredit  his  report  by  adding  that  the 
Romans  lost  not  a  single  man.  He  is  silent  about  this, 
and,  to  make  his  report  more  plausible,  he  adds  the  number 
of  4,200  prisoners.' 

It  might  be  supposed  that,  afber  such  defeats,  the 
Sabines  must  have  been  reduced  to  submission.  But  it  is 
not  so.  The  war  begins  afresh  in  the  following  year,  and 
the  indefatigable  Dionysius  relates  new  victories  and 
triumphs.*  It  was  only  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  war 
(502  B.C.)  that  peace  was  concluded,  afber  the  Sabines 
had  been  again  signally  beaten,  and  had  again  lost  13,000 
men  in  battle,  and  about  4,000  prisoners.* 

What  is  to  be  thought  of  the  whole  of  this  war  ?    Can 
ment inthe  any  historical  foundation  be  brought  to  light  by  removing 
*'®^^*^'*-     all  exaggerations,   or  have  we  to  deal  with  a  simple 
fiction? 

*  Zonaras,  vii.  13.    Plutarch,  Popl.,  20. 

'  Dionysius,  y.  42.  In  a  subsequent  war  with  the  iEquians  again  13,470 
enemies  are  killed. — Idvy,  iii.  8. 

'  These  4,200  prisoners  make  up  exactly  one  legion.  The  13,000  killed  are 
ahout  three  legions.  Consequently,  on  the  plausible  assumption  that  the 
Sabine  force  consisted  of  four  legions,  their  whole  army  would  have  been 
annihilated,  agreeably  to  Zonaras  (yü.  13),  who  says  that  Poplicola  fwepov 
wdmas  iwvktffw, 

*  Dionysius,  y.  44.  •  Dionysius,  v.  49. 
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Niebnlir*   remarks,  in  reference  to  the  early  Sabine     CHAP. 


xn. 


wars  (before  Tarquinius  Priscus),  that  it  is  difficolt  to  see 
how  Bomans  and  Sabines  could  get  into  collision,  so  long 
as  independent  towns,  like  Tascnlum  and  Momentum, 
separated  both  nations.  With  this  opinion  we  must 
agree,  if  we  limit  the  name  of  Sabines  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  highlands  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain  range 
stretching  from  Tibur  to  Namia.  Yet  in  the  lowlands 
also,  between  this  chain  of  hills  and  Borne,  there  were 
Sabines*  who  had  invaded  this  country,  and  had  es- 
tablished themselves  in  Bome  itself.  Nomentum,  Cures, 
CoUatia,  Csenina,  Crustumerium,  and  Antemnce  are 
mentioned  as  Sabine  towns.  Fidense  seems  to  have  been 
Sabine  and  Etruscan  at  different  times.  Dionysius 
names  the  Anio  as  the  boundary  between  the  Sabines  and 
the  Bomans.'  But  even  south-west  of  the  Anio,  the  town 
Begillum,  in  the  region  of  Tusculum,  was  called  Sabine, 
and  that  Sabines  lived  there  follows  from  a  passage  in 
Dionysius,^  where  he  relates  that  the  JSquians  had  to 
march  to  Bome  through  the  country  of  Tusculum  and 
that  of  the  Sabines. 

The  fact  that  we  find  Sabines  in  the  very  heart  of  Extent  of 
Latium  agrees  with  the  view  abeady  expressed,*  that  the  tlementi! 
Sabines  in  the  oldest  time  overran  Latium  and  settled 
there.  In  course  of  time  the  Sabines  and  Latins  in 
Latium  became  one  people,  and  for  a  time  the  name  of 
Latins  was  just  as  appropriate  to  designate  them  as  that 
of  Sabines.  Li  the  oldest  sources  referring  to  the  inter- 
course  of  the  Bomans  with  their  easterly  and  southerly 
neighbours,  there  was  an  uncertainty  in  the  name  which 
was  applied  to  the  latter;  they  were  sometimes  called 
Latins,  and  sometimes  Sabines.  This  is  evident  from  the 
story  of  the  temple  of  Diana,  which  was  built  by  Servius 
Tullius  on  the  Aventine  as  a  common  sanctuary  of  the 
Somans  and  Latins.    At  that  time  it  came  to  pass  that  a 

*  Niebuhr,  Rihn.  C^ueh,,  i.  note  887 ;  English  translation,  i  363. 

'  See  Arnold,  Hut  of  Rom,  i.  128. 

'  DionysittS,  ▼.  37.  *  Dionysiua,  is.  68.  *  See  p.  21. 
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Boothsayers  predicted  that  whoever  sacrificed  this  cow  to 
Diana  would  secnre  the  supremacj  to  his  nation.  The 
Sabine  brought  the  cow  to  Borne  to  the  common  sanctuary 
of  the  Bomans  and  Latins  on  the  Ayentine,  but  was  out- 
witted by  the  Boman  priest,  who  sent  him  down  to  the 
Tiber  for  purification,  and  in  his  absence  offered  up  the 
cow  in  the  name  of  Borne.  In  this  story  the  Sabines  and 
the  Latins  are  evidently  looked  upon  as  the  same  nation.' 
We  cannot,  therefore,  be  surprised  that  Sabine  towns, 
like  Nomentum,  were  reckoned  among  the  thirty  allied 
Latin  towns,'  and  that  Collatia  is  called  Sabine  as  well  as 
Latin.*  We  conclude  from  this  uncertainty  in  the  desig- 
nation of  the  neighbouring  people,  that  a  Latin  war  could 
easily  be  called  a  war  with  the  Sabines.  But  if  once  the 
words  *  Sabine  war  *  were  uttered,  descriptions  of  battles 
and  triumphs  would  follow  as  a  matter  of  course.  We 
arrive  at  the  same  result  if  we  pursue  another  line  of 
argument. 
Identity  of  The  Latin  war  was  especially  famous  on  account  of 
waw.  the  battle  of  the  Lake  Begillus  under  the  dictatorship  of 
Aulus  Postumius  Albus  Begillensis.  The  names  Be- 
gillum  and  Begillensis  were,  therefore,  intimately  con- 
nected in  the  memory  of  this  war.  The  people  of  Be- 
gillum  were  Sabines.  They  were  the  bitter  enemies  of 
Bome,  and  before  the  beginning  of  the  war  they  expelled 
the  house  of  Claudius  which  counselled  peace  with  Bome, 
and,  therefore,  emigrated  to  that  city.  The  stories  of 
both  these  wars,  therefore,  have  reference  to  the  same 
locality.  Still  clearer  proof  of  the  identity  of  the  two 
wars  is  contahied  in  the  name  of  the  Boman  general,  who 
is  said  to  have  conquered  the  Sabines  as  well  as  the 
Latins,  as  consul  or  dictator.  This  was  Postumius, 
called  at  one  time  Aulus,  at  another  Publius,  and  sur- 

*  Livy,  i.  46. 

■  To  make  the  stoiy  intelligrible,  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  Sabines  also 
had  a  share  in  the  sanctuazy  of  Diana  along  with  the  Romans  and  the  Latins. 
—Arnold,  HUt,  qf  Bome,  i.  129. 

■  Dionysius,  v.  61.    See  above,  p.  96.     *  Sorvius,  ad  Virg.  JEn.,  xi.  774. 
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named  either  Albas  Eeffillensis  or  Tubertus.    The  best     chap. 

XII 

known  and  the  most  celebrated  name  for  the  conqueror     _    ,  '  - 


in  the  battle  of  Begillus  was  A.  Postumius  Albus  Be- 
gillensis.  But  the  first  and  third  of  the  before-mentioned 
campaigns  against  the  Sabines  (505  and  503  B.o.)  are  also 
ascribed  to  a  Postumius  who  was  called  P.  Postumius 
Tubertus.  In  addition  to  this  we  find  that  in  the 
year  495  b.c.,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Begillus, 
under  the  consuls  Appius  Claudius  Sabinus,  and  P.  Ser- 
TÜius  PriscuSy  there  occurs  another  Sabine  war,  although 
in  the  jear  502  peace  had  been  concluded.  The  war  is, 
indeed,  represented  as  nothing  more  than  a  night  attack 
of  the  Sabines  on  the  Eoman  territory,  which  was  quickly 
repulsed.*  Yet  its  identity  with  the  great  Latin  war  is 
perceptible ;  for  it  is  not  one  of  the  two  consuls  for  the 
year,  but  Postumius  again,  who  beats  the  enemy,  though 
in  this  year  he  held  no  public  office.  Can  there  be  any 
doubt  that  the  P.  Postumius  of  503,  and  the  A.  Postumius 
of  496  ^  and  495  are  one  and  the  same  person,  and  that 
the  yictories  ascribed  to  them  are  repetitions  of  the  same 
fact? 

The  defeat  of  the  Latins  at  Lake  Begillus  was  followed  The  treaty 
in  493  B.o.  by  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  which  joined  ^Sdb^® 
Latium  and  Bome  as  allies,  enjoying  equal  rights.  We 
have  already  seen  that  this  equality  of  the  two  nations 
is  a  proof  that  Latium  was  not  subjected  to  Bome,  but 
that  Latins  and  Bomans  imited  together  to  free  them- 
selves from  the  Etruscan  dominion.  Now  the  man  who 
in  the  Boman  annals  was  celebrated  for  the  conclusion  of 
this  treaty  was  the  consul  Sp.  Cassius  Viscellinus.  How 
strange  that  the  same  man  is  said  to  have  concluded  the 
peace  vrith  the  Sabines  in  the  year  503  !  • 

What  we  have  said  of  the  improbability  of  a  collision  Kamtiyes 

'  Livy,  ii.  26. 

'  According  to  Lvrj  (ii.  19)  of  499  ;  for  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Regillus 
waa  uncertain. 

*  Bionjsius,  ▼.  49.  The  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  must,  according  to 
Homan  notions,  be  preceded  by  a  victory,  and  if  possible  by  a  triumph ;  accord- 
ingly both  are  ascribed  to  Sp.  Cassius,  with  reference  to  the  Sabines. 
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of  the  Eomans  and  the  Sabmes  proper,  in  the  first  period 
of  the  republic,  is  applicable  to  the  whole  of  the  first  cen- 
tury, that  is  up  to  the  time  when  the  territory  of  Rome 
extended  to  Cures.  All  the  Sabine  wars  of  that  early 
period  are  exposed  to  the  suspicion  that  they  were  received 
into  the  annals  by  the  same  process  as  the  first  Sabine 
war,  viz.,  by  confounding  Sabines  with  Latins,  or  even 
JBquians,  a  kindred  and  neighbouring  race.  This  sus- 
picion is  confirmed  by  the  observation,  that  Sabine  wars 
are  mentioned  especially  in  those  years  when  members  of 
the  great  Valerian  house  were  magistrates,  as,  besides  the 
years  o05  and  504,  a  member  of  this  family  is  named  in 
the  Fasti,  in  the  years  47  V  470,«  460,»  458,*  and  449;* 
and  again  in  the  attack  on  the  Capitol,  when  it  was  seized 
by  the  Sabine  Appius  Herdonius  in  the  year  460,  a 
Valerius  is  said  to  have  been  slain.®  On  the  other  hand, 
after  the  consulate  of  L.  Valerius  and  M.  Horatius,  449  b.c. 
a  whole  century  passes  without  mention  being  made  of 
Sabine  wars.  Niebuhr^  concluded  from,  this  circumstance 
that  in  the  year  449  b.o.  the  Sabines  suffered  such  a  com- 
plete overthrow  that  their  strength  was  for  ever  broken. 
But,  by  a  curious  coincidence,  no  member  of  the  Valerian 
house  is  mentioned  in  the  Fasti  from  449  to  414.  Is  not 
the  conjecture  justified  that  the  absence  of  Valerii  in  the 
Fasti  is  the  real  cause  of  the  absence  of  the  Sabine  wars ; 
that  the  domestic  records  of  the  Valerian  house  were  the 
principal,  if  not  the  only,  source  of  the  stories  of  these  wars; 
that  the  author  of  the  family  document  was  in  the  habit  of 
using  the  designation  Sabine,  instead  of  Latin  or  ^quian ; 
and  that  after  the  great  break  in  the  domestic  annals 
(from  449  to  414)  another  writer  continued  the  family 
records,  and  avoided  the  error  of  his  predecessor? 

If  this  conjecture  is  well  founded,  it  suggests  a  conclu- 
sion, with  reference  to  the  age  of  the  Boman  family  chro- 
nicles, viz.,  that,  in  the  Valerian  house,  such  writings  were 

>  Livy,  ii.  63.  •  Livj,  ii.  62.  »  Livy,  iii.  16. 

.    *  livy,  iü.  26.        »  Livy,  iii.  38,  67.        •  Livy,  iii.  19.    Dionysius,  x.  17. 
»  Niebuhr,  History  of  Borne,  ii.  602. 
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in  existence  before  414  b.c.    At  what  period  these  docu-     chap. 


rnents  originated,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain,  but  probably 
they  were  not  much  younger  than  the  decemyiral  legisla- 
tioiiy  when  the  last  of  the  Valerii  mentioned  in  them  was 
consul.  If  we  take  this  time  as  the  date  of  the  composition 
of  these  annals,  the  contradictions  and  uncertainties  of  the 
statements  referring  to  the  earlier  Valerii  are  accounted 
for.  Half  a  century  could  not  elapse  without  obscuring 
the  memory  of  events  to  an  extent  which  favoured  the 
exaggerating  fictions  and  excused  the  confusion  of  the 
&mily  annalists.' 

'  The  domestic  annals  of  the  Valerii  seem  to  hare  contained  special  re« 
ference  to  the  office  of  qiuestor.  Under  Valerius  Poplicola  the  qusestopship  is 
said  to  hare  been  established.  These  quaestors  were  not  treasurers,  but  public 
prosecutors.  (See  the  Author^s  BesearcheSf  p.  75.  Schwegler,  Rom,  Gesch.,  ii. 
131  ff.)  The  quaestors  who  acted  as  prosecutors  of  Sp.  Cassius  (486  b.c.  Livy, 
ii.  41)  and  of  M.  Volscius  (458  b.c.,  Livy,  iii.  25)  were  Valerii.  One  of  the 
first  qnsBstors  of  the  treasury  (447  b.c.,  Tacitus,  Annal.,  xi.  22)  was  a  Valerius, 
and  these  quaestors  were  elected  in  consequence  of  the  leges  Valeri»  Horatie, 
after  the  downfall  of  the  decemvirs. 


XII. 
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BOOK     HiTHEBTO  the  result  of  our  researches  has  been  ahnost 
exclusively  negatiye.    We  have  seen  that  the  so-called 


General  History  of  the  Kings  is  neither  in  itself  credible  nor  sup- 
charactep  ported  by  such  evidence  as  to  make  us  believe  statements 
ngai  his-  which  in  themselves  are  improbable.  It  rests  neither  on 
^^'  authentic  records  nor  on  real  tradition,  but  it  was  put 

together  at  a  comparatively  late  period,  according  to  a 
certain  artificial  design.  It  consists  mainly  in  attempts 
to  explain,  in  a  connected  historical  narrative,  the  origin 
of  political  institutions,  religious  and  social  customs,  the 
names  of  places  and  buildings,  and  generally  the  vague 
conceptions  of  the  people  concerning  their  own  antiquities. 
Hence  the  great  poverty  and  baldness  of  these  stories,  and, 
in  spite  of  many  contradictory  st^^tements,  a  general  har- . 
mony  of  the  narrative,  which  gives  rise  to  the  suspicion 
that  the  whole  was  worked  out  according  to  a  uniform 
plan  and  design.^  The  History  of  the  Kings  is  therefore 
entirely  worthless,  in  so  far  as  it  lays  claim  to  be  an  account 
of  a  gradual  development,  and  to  relate  events  in  their 
regular  succession  and  connection.  The  whole  of  the  regal 
period  is  to  us  only  the  given  point  of  departure  for  the 
development  of  the  republic,  and  we  must  be  satisfied  if 
we  succeed  in  gaining  out  of  the  scanly  materials  a  picture 

*  This  nnifonnity  is  perhaps  doe  to  the  pontifices,  who  were  naturally  the 
first  to  feel  the  desirability  of  a  continuous  history  from  the  foundation  of  the 
city  at  a  time  when  they  were  in  the  habit  of  recording,  year  by  year,  the  events 
that  struck  them  as  important.  A  body  of  priests  like  the  pontifices  was  weU 
calculated  to  work  out  a  uniform  legendary  history,  and  to  obtain  credence  for 
it  from  the  people. 
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of  the  political  life,  the  social  condition,  and  the  religions     CHAP, 
views  and  culture  of  the  Bomans  in  this  early  period  which  '_- 

precedes  the  beginning  of  real  history. 

When  the  Somans  first  appear  on  the  stage  of  history  Prehistoric 
as  a  separate  people,  they  had  passed  through  a  long  mentTf 
period  of  national  development,  along  with  kindred  races,  the  Roman 
and  the  groundwork  of  their  religious,  legal,  and  social 
life  was  already  formed.    A  division  of  the  people  into  a 
ruling  and  a  subordinate  class  may  be  traced  to  the  very 
beginning,  and  points  indisputably  to  a  conquest  of  the 
lands,  and  to  the  subjection  of  the  former  inhabitants,  an 
event  which  had  been  preserved  in  the  recollection  of  the 
people,  and  gave  rise  to  the  stories  of  the  advance  of  the 
Sabines  to  the  Capitol  and  of  the  conquest  of  Latium  by 
the  Etruscans. 

Thus  there  arose  the  contrast  between  citizens  and  Divisions 
subjects.  Patricians  and  Plebeians.  The  body  of  the  ^pie. 
plebeians,  again,  consisted  of  two  classes.  They  were  either 
clients,  i.e.  dependants  of  patrician  houses,  or  they  had  no 
such  special  connexion  with  individual  patricians,  and 
were  subject  only  to  the  body  of  patricians  as  a  whole,  i.e. 
to  the  Roman  state.  It  was  the  latter  class  which,  bein&r 
free  jfrom  all  special  subjection  to  patrician  patrons,  formed 
the  body  of  the  independent  plebs,  and  carried  on  the 
contest  for  political  equality  vnth  the  privileged  order  of 
citizens.' 

We  find  similar  arrangements  among  different  peoples  Treatment 
of  antiquity.  Where  a  state  was  founded  by  conquest  (and  °u^^" 
this  was  the  general  rule),  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  were  peoples, 
reduced  to  a  state  of  dependence  on  the  conquerors,  which 
iü  some  places,  as  for  instance  in  Sparta,  was  a  complete 
servitude,  but  under  more  favourable  circumstances  was 
a  more  or  less  oppressive  political  inferiority.^    The  most 
nsual  plan  was,  that  the  subject  population  resigned  apart 
of  their  lands,  and  kept  the  rest  only  under  certain  onerous 
conditions.     These  conditions  were  principally  services  to 


*  Niebühr's  riew  on  the  origin  of  the  plebs.    See  above,  p.  46  ff. 
'  See  Wachsmath,  HeUeniache  Alterthumakunde,  cap.  xlvi.        , 
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be  rendered  and  portions  of  the  produce  of  the  land  to  be 
paid,  rrom  this  obligation  to  pay  arose  the  debts  of  the 
subject  population  and  the  oppression  under  which  thej 
languished  at  all  times.  ^  The  lords  of  the  soil  were  always 
exerting  themselves  to  increase  the  services  to  be  rendered 
by  the  clients,  which  in  all  cases  were  fixed  either  by  con- 
tract or  by  custom.'  Thus  arose  the  inability  of  the  clients 
to  pay,  and  their  gradual  eviction  from  their  inherited  and 
original  landed  property,  the  absorption  of  small  freeholds, 
a  corresponding  enlargement  of  estates  in  the  hands  of  the 
ruling  body,  and  a  more  general  employment  of  slaves  in 
agriculture. 

The  Boman  clients,  according  to  the  ideal  conception, 
described  by  Dionysius,'  were  supposed  to  be  united  to 
their  patrons  by  bonds  of  mutual  affection  and  trust,  and 
to  regard  them  as  their  natural  protectors,  as  sons  regard 
their  fathers.  They  were  placed  under  the  paternal 
authority  of  the  head  of  the  family,  but  also  under  his 
protection.  They  formed  with  the  whole  femily  a  distinct 
community  on  a  small  scale,  represented  in  the  larger 
community  of  the  state  by  the  patron.  The  stat^  as 
such  did  not  interfere  with  the  relations  of  the  client  to 
his  patron.  On  this  score,  therefore,  the  client  was  with- 
out any  protection  from  the  law,  and  exposed  to  any  act  of 
injustice,  as  he  had  no  legal  redress  against  his  master. 
But  his  claim  to  mild  and  equitable  treatment  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  religion  of  the  community,  which 
threatened  the  unjust  masters  with  the  vengeance  of  the 
gods.*    What  such  protection  of  the  gods  could  effect,  it 

»  The  words  client  and  debtor  are  almost  synonymous.  Caesar  {Bell.  Gall., 
i.  4)  refers  to  this  state  of  things  as  existing  in  his  own  time.  '  Oigetoriz  ad 
indicium  omnem  snam  &miliam,  ad  hominnm  milia  decern,  nndiqne  coSgit  et 
omnea  dientea  obaraiosque  suos,  quorum  magnum  numerum  habebat^  eodem 
conduxit' 

*  Even  among  the  Spartans  the  Helots  paid  only  a  fixed  contrTbution.  The 
masters  who  exactod  more  were  threatened  with  the  wrath  of  the  gods  (see 
Plutarch,  Irut.  Lac.,  41).  In  Germany  the  serf  peasantry  paid  *  frumenti 
modum  aut  pecoris.* — Tacit.  Germ.,  25.  •  Dionysius,  ii.  10. 

*  Servius,  ad  Virgil.  JSn.,  vi.  609 .  *  Patronus  si  clienti  fraudem  fecerit»  sacer 
esto.* 
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is  hard  to  say.    The  treatment  of  the  client  depended,  no     CHAP, 
doabt,  less  on  the  generosity,  the  equity,  or  the  religious  ^^^ ^J^ 


scmples  of  the  masters,  than  on  their  interest,  on  custom, 
and  public  opinion.  It  id^unlikely  that  the  protection  of 
religion  could  preserve  them  effectually  from  oppression 
and  injustice.  The  abuse  of  irresponsible  power  is  too 
deeply  rooted  in  human  nature  to  make  it  probable  that 
the  Boman  patricians  conscientiously  observed  a  self-im- 
posed moderation,  merely  from  a  feeling  of  justice  and 
religious  duty.  The  history  of  Eome  is  full  of  proofs  to 
the  contrary,  and  shows  that  the  patricians  were  not  guided 
by  such  moderation,  and  that  a  sense  of  justice  never  con- 
trolled their  selfishness. 

Even  during  the  regal  period,  as  it  seems,  the  ties  that  Gradual 
united  clients  and  patrons  began  to  be  loosened.     The  first  ^f^these"^ 
impulse  towards  this  change  was  given  by  the  organisation  relatioM. 
of  the  army  according  to  centuries,  which  subjected  the 
clients  to  military  service   without  reference    to    their 
dependence  on  their  patrons.     Subsequently,  when,  by  the 
establishment  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people,  the  plebs 
collectively  obtained  patrons  recognised  by  the  state,  the 
institution  of  the  old  clientship  began  by  degrees  to  dis- 
appear, and  to  sink  into  oblivion,  so  that  even  our  oldest 
historians  could  obtain  no  clear  conception  of  it.* 

It  appears  that  slavery,  the  greatest  curse  of  antiquity,  Slavery, 
had  reached  no  great  development  in  ancient  Eome, 
as  long  as  the  clients  were  to  some  extent  the  substitutes 
for  slaves.  It  was  only  after  the  successful  wars  with 
Etruscans,  Volscians,  and  Samnites,  in  which  numerous 
prisoners  were  made,  that  slavery  became  more  and  more 
common  in  Bome,  while  at  the  same  time  the  old  client- 
ship  disappeared.  We  may  take  for  granted  that,  during 
the  regal  period,  the  number  of  slaves  in  Eome  was  very 
inconsiderable. 

The  Eoman  people,  properly  so  called,  consisted  at  the  Tlie 

Patridiins 
'  The  position  in  which,  at  a  later  period,  freedmcn  stood  with  regard  to  their 
former  masters  is  indeed  analogous  to  the  old  clientela,  hut  differs  entirely 
from  it  politically. 
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BOOK,     time  of  the  kings,  of  patrician  houses.     The  patricians 
alone  were  citizens  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  political  rights. 


or  Fopu-     Thej  alone  had  access  to  the  gods  of  the  Roman  state. 

lus.  They  alone  were  in  possession  of  the  anspices,  by  means  of 

which  the  intercourse  between  gods  and  men  was  effected. 
They  were  invested  with  a  peculiar  sanctity  and  dignity, 
which  could  not  be  communicated  to  strangers,  but  was 
transmitted  only  to  natural  descendants.  Purity  of  blood 
was,  therefore,  above  all  things  important,  and  inter-mar- 
riages with  plebeians  were  not  only  degrading  but  sinful. 

Tribe«,  The  patrician  people  were  divided  into  tribes  {trUnis), 

fimihea!"  houses  (gentee)^  and  families  {famUice),  and  each  of  these 
divisions  was  consecrated  by  religious  rites,  and  had  its 
peculiar  sanctuaries.  In  the  Soman  family  the  father  of 
the  house  ruled  with  patriarchal  authority  over  his  wife 
and  children,  his  clients  and  his  slaves.^  Even  a  grown- 
up and  married  son,  with  his  whole  family,  was  subject  to 
his  father,  as  long  as  he  lived ;  and  no  position  in  the  state, 
no  public  office  and  no  dignity,  could  modify  the  subjec- 
tion of  a  member  of  the  family  to  the  common  head.  The 
father  was  priest  and  judge  in  his  own  house,  with  power 
of  life  and  death.  All  the  earnings  of  the  members  of  the 
family  belonged  by  law  to  the  head.  This  dependence  was 
dissolved  only  by  death,  and  then  the  sons  became  inde- 
pendent heads  of  families.  Every  Boman  woman  was, 
either  as  wife,  or  daughter,  or  sister,  in  the  power  of  her 
nearest  male  relative.  Marriage  was  held  sacred.  Poly- 
gamy was  unknown.  A  strictly  regulated  family  was  the 
foundation  of  a  healthy  political  life.  The  virgin  and  the 
matron  enjoyed  proper  respect.  They  were  subject  to  the 
father  and  the  husband,  but  as  free  agents,  not  as  slaves. 
The  wife  was  priestess  by  the  side  of  the  husband,  and  at 
the  domestic  hearth,  which  was  also  the  family  altar, 
attended  to  the  service  of  the  Penates,  the  household  gods. 
In  the  temple  of  Vesta,  which  symbolised  the  common 
hearth  of  the  whole  people,  pure  virgins  watched  the 
eternal  flame. 

'  The  family  diseiplin«  vas  the  same  among  patricians  and  plebeians. 
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The  Boinan  state  was  built  up  on  the  moral  and  severe  CHAP. 

.  •  XIII 

organisationof  the  family.  Several  families,  imited  together,  v. 


joined  themselves  into  one  House  (gens),^  on  the  gi'ound  rp^g 
of  real  or  supposed  relationship.  The  house  represented  g«»nte8. 
a  higher  unit  than  the  family,  less  strictly  bound  together, 
and  without  a  monarchical  head,  but  the  members  were 
united  by  common  sanctuaries  and  rights  of  inheritance, 
and  marked  as  relations*  by  a  common  family  name 
(nomen  gentile).  In  this  manner  arose  a  family  pride 
which  was  quite  distinct  from  the  national  pride.  Not 
only  had  the  Valerii,  Claudii,  Fabii,  and  Purii  their  own 
sanctuaries,  legends,  and  traditionary  politics,  but  even 
the  way  of  thinking  and  the  character  of  a  Boman  seemed 
diflPerently  coloured  according  to  the  house  to  which  he 
belonged. 

A  certain  number'  of  houses  joined  together  formed  a  Thecuri». 
Curia.  Thirty  of  these  curise  made  up  the  whole  people 
of  the  patricians.  The  curia  again  was  regarded  as  an 
enlarged  famUy ;  the  members  of  each,  the  Curiales,  met, 
at  stated  times,  for  common  festivals  and  sacrifices,  for 
which  purpose  priests  were  appointed  at  the  sanctuary 
of  Juno  Curitis.  Of  any  political  functions  of  the  curiae 
there  is,  however,  nothing  known.  The  thirty  curise  formed 
collectively  the    body  of  the   Boman  people,   and  this 

»  There  is  no  word  in  the  English  language  which  satisfactorily  renders  the 
Latin  word  gens.  The  term  clan  is  apt  to  mislead ;  for  the  Scotch  Highland 
clans  were  yery  different  from  the  Eoman  ffentes.  The  word  Botise  is  not  quite 
correct,  for  it  always  implies  relationship,  which  was  not  essential  in  the  gens ; 
but,  for  want  of  a  better  word  we  shall  use  House  to  express  gens,  except  where 
the  spirit  of  the  language  rejects  the  term  and  requires  family  instead.  The 
German  language  has  in  the  word  Geschlecht  an  almobt  equiralent  term  for  the 
Latin  gens, 

'  Blood  relationship  was  supposed  to  exist  among  the  members  of  &  gens,  the 
*  Gentiles,'  but  was  as  often  assumed  as  real. — See  Niebuhr,  Bom,  Gesch.,  i. 
792,  note;  English  translation,  i.  306.     Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  i.  612. 

'  How  many  gentes  went  to  form  a  curia,  we  do  not  know.  We  cannot  in 
the  least  rely  on  the  statement  of  Dionysius  (ii.  7)  that  originally  each  curia 
contained  ten  gentes,  the  thirty  curise,  therefore,  three  hundred.  Some  of  the 
institutions  of  the  primeval  period  perished  with  the  monarchy,  or  survived  only 
in  a  modified  form,  losing  their  original  significance  and  importance.  To  these 
belongs  the  strict  arrangement  of  houses,  curiae,  and  tribes,  as  also  the 
clientship. 

VOL.  I.  I 
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BOOR     assembly  decided  on  all  matters  which  did  not  belong  to 
-_     ;     -  the  current  business  of  the  executive,  especially  on  the 
election  of  the  sovereigns,  and  questions  of  peace  and  war ; 
it  was  the  legislative  body,  and  at  the   same  time  the 
supreme  court  of  justice. 
Position  of      The  subject  population  was  not  entitled  to  vote  in  the 
population,  assembly  of  the  curiae.'     But  it  is  possible,  and  indeed 
probable,  that,  during  formal  business  and  religious  cere- 
monies, those  plebeians  who  were  clients  were  admitted 
by  their  patrons,  and  that  on  the  whole  they  were  not  shut 
out  from  a  certain  passive  presence  in  the  assemblies. 
They  were  in  a  similar  position  to  those  Latins,  and  other 
foreigners,  who  were  received  in  considerable   numbers 
into  the  Roman  state  after  the  great  Latin  war.     They 
were  citizens  without  the  right  of  voting ;"  they  shared  the 
burdens,  but  not  the  honours  and  privileges,  of  the  patri- 
cians, with  whom  they  did  not  really  form  one  people, 
until  they  were  enrolled  into  the   centuries  of  Servius 
TuUius. 
Thetriles.       By  a  further  union  of  ten  curisB  into  one  body  was 
formed  a  tribe.     There  were  consequently  three  tribes — 
the  Ramnes,  the  Tities,  and  the  Luceres — whose  almost 
forgotten  names  sounded  strange  in  the  ears  of  the  later 
Romans,   and   were   as  unconnected  with  the    existing 
political  divisions  and  institutions  of  later  times  as  the 
kingdoms  of  Mercia,  Northumberland,  and   Wessex  are 
with  the  England  of  our  days.     The  Roman  antiquarians 
knew  nothing  of  their  origin  and  practical  working  in  the 
state,  nor  have  modem  critics  arrived  at  a  satisfactory 
theory.     Probably  the  divisions  had  reference  only  to  the 
army.     Originally  the  Roman  legion  is  said  to  have  con- 
sisted of  3,000  foot  and  300  horse.     This  made  1,000  foot 
soldiers   for  each  tribe   and   100   horse.      The   military 
tribunes,   six  in  number  in  each  legion,   appear  from 
their  names  to  have  been  officers  of  the  tribe.      The 
eighteen    centuries    of    horse — being    the    six    original 

'  The  complete  proof  is  given  by  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  i.  620  flf. 
'  Gives  sine  suffragio. 
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centuries  {aex  suffragia)  and  twelve  younger  ones — appear  CHAP, 
to  have  been  formed  out  of  the  three  tribes,  so  that  it  may  ^  ^^}\- 
be  presumed  that  the  division  of  the  Boman  people  into 
three  parts  had  reference  to  the  military  organisation. 
The  oldest  popular  assembly  of  the  Eomans  therefore, 
as  well  BS  the  later  one  of  the  centuries,  had  for  its  basis 
the  organisation,  into  an  army,  of  the  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms.^ 

No  state  of  Greece  or  of  Italy  could  dispense  with  a  The 
select  council  of  elders,  which,  on  account  of  the  unwieldy  ^®"**^*- 
character  of  lai^e  popular  assemblies,  was  in  reality  called 
upon  to  conduct  the  government.  The  Boman  senate 
consisted,  as  alleged,  in  the  regal  period,  of  three  hundred 
members.  These,  the  real,  if  not  the  acknowledged,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  the  heads  of  the  first  families,  and 
therefore  appropriately  called  Patres,  i.e.  Fathers,  were 
chosen  by  the  king  for  life,  and  exercised  no  doubt  a 
decided  influence  on  his  policy. 

In  the  time  of  the  republic  the  senate  was  the  centre  The  senate 
of  political  life.     In  the  regal  period  its  power  was  pro-  i^°^  ^  ^ 
bably  less,  considering  that  the  executive  was  in  the  hands  period- 
not  of  annually-changing  magistrates   like  the  consuls, 
but  of  princes  elected  for  life.     Unimportant,  however,  it 
coiild  not  have  been,  bs  the  crown  was  not  hereditary,  and 
the  choice  of  each  new  king  lay  de  facto  in  the  hands  of 
the  senate.^ 

In  the  absence  of  trustworthy  traditions  regarding  the  The  kingly 
regal  period,  it  is  not  possible  to  form  a  clear  view  of  ^  ^®' 
the  position  and  functions  of  the  kings.     It  may,  how- 
ever, be  assumed  with  certainty,  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
establishment  of  the  republic,  the  kingly  power  continued 
in  the  consulship,  and  was  only  lessened  by  being  divided 

*  In  the  time  of  the  republic  the  assembly  of  curiae  was  antiquated  and 
vas  preserved  merely  for  the  transaction  of  formal  business,  especially  of  a 
religions  character.  Yet  it  retained  a  very  material  right,  that  of  conferring 
on  the  consuls  by  the  lex  curiata  de  imperio  the  chief  military  and  judicial 
power.  This  is  explained  by  the  circumstance  that  the  curiae  originally  were 
the  assembly  of  the  armed  people,  in  fact  the  Roman  army. 

»  On  the  Interreg'e,  see  p.  28,  and  Schwegler,  K6tu.  Gtsch.,  i.  6ö6  AFI 

I  2 
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BOOK  between  two  colleagues,  and  by  the  limitation  of  the 
.,  /  _.  office  to  one  year.  This  diminution,  however ,  was  very 
important.  The  king,  who  had  neither  to  apprehend  any 
interference  from  a  colleague,  nor  to  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  he  would  be  obliged  to  retire  into  private  life 
and  give  an  account  of  his  acts,  stood  invested  with  a 
power  which  placed  all  the  resources  of  the  people  at  his 
disposal,  if  he  understood  how  to  make  their  interests  his 
own.  Still  we  must  not  think  of  him  as  of  an  Asiatic 
despot,  placed  by  the  slavish  submission  of  his  subjects 
above  the  control  of  all  law,  or  as  a  Greek  tyrant,  trampling 
on  the  established  liberties  of  his  country,  and  ruling  by 
sheer  force  and  violence  in  defiance  of  law  and  justice. 
Both  these  forms  of  absolute  power  were  made  impossible 
in  Eome  by  the  strictly  legal  mode  of  electing  the  sovereign, 
which  excluded  hereditary  right  on  the  one  side  and 
arbitrary  assumption  of  it  on  the  other.  The  Roman 
kings  were  pla<5ed  under  the  authority  of  the  laws,  and 
were  bound  by  the  terms  of  a  contract  with  their  people, 
which,  if  not  formally  expressed  in  words,  was  fully  im- 
plied and  understood.  The  consent  of  the  gods  to  the 
election  of  a  king,  given  in  the  solemn  auspices,  the  volun- 
tary homage  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  (the  lex  curiata  de 
imperio)y  the  obedience  of  the  citizen-army,  were  given 
to  the  king  only  on  condition  that  he  did  not  abuse  the 
power  intrusted  to  him.  Moreover,  an  aristocracy  like 
that  of  the  Boman  patricians  was  incompatible  with  un- 
limited kingly  power.  The  Romans  were  formed  by  nature 
to  be  governed  not  by  arbitrary  will,  but  by  laws.  For 
their  guidance  in  all  the  incidents  of  social  and  political 
life  they  elaborated  legal  maxims  and  enforced  them  on 
all  contracting  parties ;  nay,  even  their  intercourse  with 
the  gods  was  not  an  unconditional  service,  no  simple  sub- 
jection, but  a  performance  of  certain  services  on  the  part 
of  men  for  which  a  corresponding  service  on  the  part  of 
the  gods  was  claimed  as  a  right.  Accordingly,  it  must  be 
presumed,  even  without  direct  evidence,  that  the  Roman 
kings  had  to  rule  according  to  law  and  justice,  and  not  by 
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arbitrary  will.*  Aa  high  priests  they  were  mediators  CHAP, 
between  the  gods  and  men,  just  as  every  father  of  a  family  ^._  .  '  . 
waa  in  his  own  house ;  as  judges  they  decided  on  impor- 
tant cases  of  dispute  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  either 
personally  or  by  deputies,  according  to  unwritten  but 
fixed  principles  of  law ;  as  commanders  of  the  armed  citi- 
zens, they  conducted  the  wars,  which  had  been  previously 
discussed  by  the  elders  and  determined  on  by  the  people. 

As  a  sign  of  their  supreme  military  and  judicial  power  Legislativ« 
over  life  and  death,  the  Eoman  kings  had  a  retinue  of  ^"^^^ 
lictors  with  bundles  of  rods  and  axes,  and  in  every  respect  king«. 
they  exhibited  royal  pomp  before  the  people.     Much  has 
been  said  respecting  the  personal  legislation  of  the  kings : 
how  Bomulus  organised  the  state,  how  Numa  established 
the  religion  and  introduced  other  parts  of  public  law ;  but 
none  of  these  reports  are  borne  out  by  satisfactory  evidence. 
They  were  invented  to  accoimt  for  the  origin  of  institu- 
tions, and  cannot  prove  that  new  principles  of  public  or 
private  law  could  be  introduced  by  the  kings  without  the 
consent  of  the  senate  and  the  people. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  limitation  of  the  kingly  Working 
power  was  exercised  through  the  forms  which  religion  sup-  rq^®jj 
plied  to  the  ruling  aristocracy.     Without  the  divine  sane-  religion. 
tion  no  important  act  could  be  undertaken  in  private  life.  It 
was,  of  course,  still  more  important  for  all  public  measures 
to  obtain  the  divine  consent.     But  the  access  to  the  gods 
through  the  auguries  was  open  to  the  body  of  patricians. 
The  possession  of  the  auspices  was  their  birthright ;  it 
was,  for  political  purposes,  exercised  in  their  behalf  by 
priests  and  augurs,  who  were  members  of  their  body,  and 
chosen  for  life  as  well  as  the  kings.     It  would,  therefore, 
have  been  no  easy  matter  for  a  Boman  king  to  emancipate 
himself  from  the  restraints  which  the  patricians  were 
able  to  put  upon  him  through  the  national  religion. 

The  Bomans  were  an  eminently  religious  people.   Their  Character 
minds  were  penetrated  by  religious  feelings,  and  their  con-  ^^^^ 

*  On  Rubino*6  Tiews  of  a  theocratic  absolutiBm  of  the  Boman  kings  see 
Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch.,  i.  649  ff. 
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sciences  bound  up  in  religious  duties.  This  was  indicated 
by  the  name  itself,  for  religio  meant  spiritual  bondage ; 
it  implied  pangs  of  conscience  and  terror  of  the  divine 
wrath.  It  exhibited  itself  in  a  conscientious  attention  to 
all  observances  prescribed  in  the  service  of  the  gods,  in 
the  right  interpretation  of  the  divine  will  as  revealed  bv 
extraordinary  natural  phenomena,  in  the  offerings,  suppli- 
cations, prayers,  and  purifications  which  the  priests  pre- 
scribed. The  Romans  saw  everywhere,  and  in  all  things, 
the  agency  and  direction  of  the  gods.  The  whole  of  nature 
was  to  them  pervaded  by  divine  power.  The  heavens, 
the  earth,  the  water — all  things  swarmed  with  divine 
beings.  Every  change  in  nature — growth,  decay,  and 
death — was  the  work  of  some  deity.  Wherever  man 
turned,  whatever  he  undertook,  he  was  everywhere  con- 
trolled by  the  Deity,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave. 

But  the  Romans  had  only  an  abstract  conception  of  the 
Deity ;  they  did  not  see  it  revealed  in  a  form  palpable  to 
the  senses,  and  within  reach  of  human  sympathies.  To 
them  the  gods  were  only  mysterious  spiritual  beings  with- 
out human  forms,  without  human  feelings  and  impulses, 
without  human  virtues  or  weaknesses.  They  emerged 
from  the  all-surrounding  and  all-pervading  spiritual  world 
to  influence  human  life,  like  the  unfeeling  elements  of 
nature  ;  and  before  the  eye  of  man  had  caught  their  form, 
and  the  heart  had  drawn  near  to  them,  they  retired  from 
sight  and  contact,  to  merge  in  the  godhead  of  the 
univeirse,  like  a  wave  in  the  ocean. 

Roman  religion,  therefore,  has  gods,  but  no  mythology. 
Though  the  divine  beings  were  conceived  as  male  or 
female,  they  did  not  join  in  marriage  or  beget  children. 
They  did  not  live  together  like  the  Greek  gods  in  Olympus, 
after  the  manner  of  men ;  they  had  no  intercourse  with 
mortals.  No  genuine  Roman  legend  tells  of  any  race  of 
nobles  sprung  from  the  gods ;  no  oracle  uttered  a  divine 
revelation  by  the  mouth  of  inspired  prophets.  For  the 
inspiration  of  proi)hecy  was  substituted  the  dry  formal 
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science  of  augury,  which  aims  at  nothing  but  the  discovery     CHAP, 
of  the  simple  assent  or  dissent  of  the  gods,  by  means  of  ^_    ,    .,. 


the  anxious  obseiration  and  almost  mechanical  interpreta- 
tion of  a  strictly  defined  set  of  phenomena,  and  which 
gave  no  hint,  no  warning,  no  advice,  as  a  sign  of  the 
divine  sympathy  in  the  affairs  of  men. 

Such  an  unimaginative  conception  of  the  Deity  could  Absence  of 
not  create  ideal  pictures  or  statues  of  the  gods.  A  simple  the 
spear,  even  a  rough  stone  sufficed  as  a  symbol;  a  conse-  ^^"^^^ 
crated  space,  a  sacrificial  hearth,  as  temple  or  altar.  For 
1 70  years,  it  is  said,Eome  knew  no  religious  images.'  After- 
wards, when  the  Romans  had  learnt  from  the  Etruscans  to 
represent  the  gods  as  men  after  the  Greek  fashion,  the  old 
views  and  ideas  still  remained  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
The  gods  transplanted  from  Greece  took  no  root  in  the 
minds  of  the  Eoman  people.  They  remained  external 
ornaments,  recommended  by  Greek  literature,  by  foreign 
influence,  by  fashion,  by  love  of  show;  and  these  external 
additions  gathered  around  the  kernel  of  the  Eoman 
religion,  without  affecting  or  transforming  its  inmost  core. 
The  Greek  gods  never  were  truly  domesticated  in  Rome. 
At  the  household  hearth  the  Lares  and  Penates  continued 
to  be  worshipped,  their  presence  was  only  dimly  seen  in  the 
glowing  ashes,  and  always  filled  the  heart  with  secret 
awe. 

Thus  the  Roman  people  could  not  create  a  national  Causes 
epic.     No  Roman  Homer  ever  sang  the  heroic  deeds  of  J^^the^"^^ 
bygone    generations.      With  all  the    pride  of  ancestry  wnntof 
which  animated  the  Romans,  with  all  their  respect  for  epic 
tradition  and  the  past,  the  Romans  never  had  heroic  songs,  poetry. 
because  they  lacked  the  most  important  element  of  poetic 
imagination.     When  they  extolled  their  ancestors,  they 
never  rose  beyond  a  jejune  enumeration  of  their  deeds, 
honours,  and  virtues,  just  as  they  could  draw  up  only  dry 
lists  of  the  powers,  peculiarities,  and  rites  due  to  the  gods  ^ 
and  were  never  inspired  to  real  religious  poetry.     Religion, 

*  Varro  in  St.  Augustine's  Civit  Dei^  iv.  31. 

*  This  is  the  meaning  of  Indigitamenta.  See  Preller,  Bom.  Mythologie^  p.  1 19. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


120  ROMAN  HISTORY. 

BOOK,  therefore,  it  is  true,  had  among  the  Eomans  a  powerful 
v^ — ^ — '  influence  over  men.  It  governed  them  entirely  in  all  their 
doings,  in  aU  public  and  social  relations.  It  made  them 
courageous,  constant,  firm,  and  confident  of  the  divine 
protection  as  long  as  they  fiilfiUed  their  prescribed  duties. 
It  was  designed  for  use  in  practical  life.  To  the  husband- 
man it  promised  a  rich  harvest,  to  the  shepherd  increase 
of  his  fiocks,  to  the  housewife  plenty  in  her  stores,  to  the 
warrior  victory,  to  the  state  prosperity.  It  offered  protec- 
tion from  all  evils  and  sufferings,  from  sickness  among  men 
and  cattle,  from  blight  and  vermin,  from  poverty  and  dis- 
grace. Piety  consisted  in  appeasing  the  evil  spirits,  and 
procuring  the  favour  of  the  good.  This  was  done  by  strictly- 
prescribed  prayers  and  rites.*  But  of  any  intimate  rela- 
tionship between  man  and  God,  of  purity  in  thought,  word, 
and  deed,  of  the  consciousness  of  sin,  of  hearty  penitence 
and  reform,  of  a  sanctified  love  of  virtue  and  truth  for 
their  own  sake,  of  untiring  aspirations  after  the  knowledge 
of  God  and  union  with  Him,  of  all  that  is  most  exalted, 
most  heavenly,  and  most  beautiful,  in  a  greater  or  smaller 
degree,  in  the  religion  of  other  nations — of  all  this  there  is 
hardly  a  trace  among  the  Romans.  They  were,  therefore, 
even  to  the  end,  a  heartless,  cold,  calculating,  and  un- 
charitable people,  without  enthusiasm  themselves,  and 
awakening  none  in  others,  great  and  powerful  only  by 
their  self-control,  their  intelligence,  and  their  iron  will. 
Roman  Art  is  an  offspring  of  religion.     When  the  first  neces- 

sities of  life  are  satisfied,  when  bare  existence  is  secured, 
man  rises  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  beautiful.  His  first 
leisure  he  devotes  with  grateful  zeal  to  the  service  of  the 
Deity.  The  dwellings  of  the  gods  are  the  first  which  he 
endeavours  to  adorn.  At  the  festival  of  the  gods  he  throws 
off  the  anxieties  connected  with  his  daily  toü,  and  enjoys  the 
pleasures  which  life  offers  him.  Here  poetry  and  music 
spring  up  hand-in-hand  with  architecture,  sculpture,  and 
painting.     The  temples  and  holy  images  and  religious 

*  See  Preller,  Mm,  Mythologie,  p.  122. 
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songs    are,  among  all  nations,  the  first  products  of  art.     CHAP. 

Amongst  a  people,  therefore,  like  the  Bom^jis,  whose  gods  * .— !^ 

had  assumed  no  human  form,  where  strictly  prescribed 
litanies  checked  the  free  effusion  of  the  heai*t  in  prajer, 
there  is  no  fruitful  soil  for  art  to  flourish. 

The  oldest  Boman  festivals  of  which  we   hear  were  Roman 

coarse,  rustic  games.  At  the  Lupercalia,  youths  ran  through 

the  streets  dressed  in  goats' skins,  beating  all  those  they  met 

with  strips  of  goats'  leather.     The  dances  of  the  Saliarian 

priests,  the  perambulations  of  the  Ambarvalian  brethren, 

the  processions  with  the  holy  shields  appear,  as  the  scanty 

remains  of  the  old  hynms  indicate,  to  have  been  without 

any    artistic   element.     The  flute,  the  public  games,  the 

solemn    processions,  and  magnificent    robes    were    first 

made  known  to  the  Eomans  by  the  Etruscans ;  and  down 

to   a  comparatively  late  period,  the   Eomans  continued 

to   be   dependent   on    their    Etruscan   neighbours,    and 

learned  from  them  the  first  lessons  of  dramatic  art.     In 

architecture  likewise  the  Eomans  were  pupils  of  the  far 

more  advanced  Etruscans,  and  for  a  long  period,  Etruscan 

sculptors  made  for  Bome  the  holy  images  and  executed 

the  decorations  of  the  temples.*     Bome  never  produced 

real   artists.     Even  at  the   time  when  the   streets   and 

palaces  were  filled  with  Greek  masterpieces,  the  true 

feeling  for  art  was  wanting,  both  as  regards  appreciation 

and  productive  skill.     A  true  Boman  may  be  said  to  have 

enjoyed  the  possession  of  rare,  costly,  and  famous  works 

of  Greek  art,  rather  than  to  have  comprehended  their 

intrinsic  beauty. 

In  the  time  of  the  kings,  therefore,  and  even  late  in  the  Allejred 
time  of  the  republic,  Bome  stood  on  a  very  low  level  with  TrTof  the 
regard  to  art,  and  was  dependent  on  foreign,  chiefly  on  ^^^^  ^ 
Etruscan,  models.     Works  of  art  are  indeed  ascribed  to 
the  regal  period ;  for  example,  a  statue  of  the  augur  Attus 
Kavius,  the  figure  of  the  Ephesian  Diana  on  the  Aventine, 
and  an  equestrian  statue  of  Cloelia,  are  named.     But  all 

'  See  Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch.,  i,  674,  Anm.  6. 
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these  works,  if  they  really  did  exist,  date  from  a  later 
period,  like  th^  augural  staff  and  the  hut  of  Bomulus, 
and  the  Capitoline  she- wolf. 

The  great  public  works,  erected  for  the  use  and  defence 
of  the  town,  the  sewers  and  the  walls,  were  constructed  at 
the  time  of  Etruscan  dominion.  The  temple  of  the  Capi- 
toline Jupiter  was  probably  the  first  edifice  of  architectural 
pretensions  in  Eome.*  Nothing  can  be  further  from  the 
truth  than  the  idea  that  Bome  in  the  regal  period  was  an 
imposing  city.  Inside  the  lines  of  fortification  which  were 
formed  partly  by  the  steep  declivities  *of  the  hills,  and 
partly  by  walls  and  ditches,  different  villages,  separated 
from  one  another  by  fields  and  meadows,*  lay  on  the  several 
hills,  and  in  them  distinct  local  traditions,  customs,  and 
religious  ceremonies  were  for  a  long  time  preserved.  The 
town  was  fiill  of  consecrated  places  and  altars  of  the 
simplest  construction,  either  of  stone  or  of  turf.  The 
dwellings  of  the  Boman  peasants  were  miserable  straw 
huts,'  where  the  family  assembled  at  meal  times  and 
offered  sacrifices  around  the  hearth  in  the  smoky  atrium. 

The  Eoman  peasants,  however,  did  not  spend  much  of 
their  time  in  their  houses,  beyond  the  hours  for  eating  and 
sleeping.  By  day  the  farmer  was  in  the  field  or  at  the 
market,  where  he  bought  and  sold,  and  attended  to  the 
transaction  of  public  affairs.  Agriculture  was  much 
esteemed  among  the  Bomans.  The  proudest  patrician 
practised  it  with  his  own  hand,  and  with  the  help  of  his 
sons.  Trade,  on  the  contrary,  was  despised.  Clients  and 
freedmen  might  occupy  themselves  with  it,  but  for  a 
patrician  it  was  thought  to  be  degrading.   On  this  account 

"  Its  Etruscan  origin  is  undoubted.  On  the  other  hand  the  statement  which 
ascribes  to  that  period  the  construction  of  a  circus  built  of  stone,  deserves  no 
credit.     See  Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch.,  i.  674. 

«  By  the  Icilian  law  de  Äventino  publicando,  456  b.c.,  the  land  occupied  bv 
patricians  on  the  Aventine  was  given  to  the  plebeians. 

■  Even  down  to  the  time  of  the  war  with  Pyrrhus  the  houses  were  covered 
with  wooden  tiles  (Pliny,  Hist.  Nat,  xvi.  16,  36).  According  to  a  current 
tradition  Rome  was  rebuilt  in  one  jeer  after  the  Gallic  conflagration  (Plutarch, 
Camill.f  32).  Houses  which  could  be  constructed  so  quickly  must  have  been  of 
the  simplest  kind. 
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the  indastrial  arts  could  not  flourish  in  Borne,  as  they  did     chap. 

XIII 

ID  Athens,  Corinth,  and  the  Etruscan  towns.   The  trades  of ^—L-^ 

the  artisans  never  rose  to.  the  dignity  either  of  art  or  of 
industrial  pursuits  on  a  large  scale. 

Commerce  could  not  prosper  without  the  existence  of  a  Roman 
profitable  industry.  Eome  was  never  a  commercial  city,  commerce. 
The  indispensable  exchange  of  the  products  of  agri- 
culture and  of  trade  could  not  be  developed  into  an  active 
iatercourse  with  foreign  gtates,  as  Bome  possessed  no 
articles  for  exportation;  moreover,  in  the  regal  period, 
the  Etruscans  ruled  the  Western  Mediterranean.  The 
Romans  could  not  have  competed  with  them,  if  even  their 
geographical  situation  had  been  more  favourable  for 
commerce. 

Although  the  Romans  in  the  regal  period  were  still  in  The 
the  infancy  of  civilisation,  they  had  already  laid  the  founda-  warriors, 
tion  for  great  excellence  at  least  in  one  art,  that  of  war. 
They  knew  the  importance  of  strict  organisation,  and  in- 
discriminate subordination  of  the  individual  will  to  that  of 
the  whole  for  all  purposes  of  defence  and  attack.  The 
basis  of  the  political  organisation  was  formed  by  military 
requirements.  The  old  constitution  of  curiae  corresponded 
with  the  form  of  the  Roman  legion.  This  becomes  still 
more  evident  in  the  constitution  of  centuries,  which,  down 
to  the  smallest  detail,  exhibits  its  military  character.  If 
the  Roman  generals  were  deficient  in  strategic  skill,  the 
army  made  up  for  this  fault  by  such  admirable  bearing 
and  calm  bravery,  that  even  great  blunders  of  the  com- 
mander seldom  endangered  the  safety  of  the  army,  and  the 
soldiers  often  gained  a  victory  which  the  generals  had 
lost. 

The  annals  of  the  older  Roman  history  contain  hardly  Muitipii- 
anything  but  accounts  of  wars  and  descriptions  of  battles,  ware^by^ 
The  wars  of  that  time  were  no  doubt  frequent,  as  in  the  1»^^ 
case  of  small,  independent,  half-barbarian  nations  seems  to  niders. 
'^e  unavoidable.     But  it  is  surely  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
the  wars  were  uninterrupted.     The  Roman  annalists,  who 
thought  it  incumbent  on  them  to  report  battles  and  sieges 
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BOOK     for  every  year,  did  not  hesitate  to  invent  wars,  victories, 
and  triumphs,  and,  as  can  be  satisfactorily  shown,  made 


frequent  use  of  the  simple  expedient  of  repeating  the  same 
story  several  times.  In  many  of  these  successive  narratives 
it  is  easy  to  recognise  the  same  materials,  worked  up  and 
varied  with  more  or  less  skill,  boldness,  and  impudence.  If 
allowance  is  made  for  these  numerous  inventions,  and  if  we 
bear  in  mind  how  the  most  trifling  events  were  exagge- 
rated, and  how  many  of  these  wars  were  only  plundering 
expeditions,  which  ended  without  great  harm  being  done, 
we  can  understand  that,  in  spite  of  the  wars,  a  certain 
degree  of  prosperity  was  possible  among  the  Boman  people. 
There  must  have  been  times  of  rest  and  of  peaceful  industry; 
otherwise  Romie  would  not  have  emerged  from  barbarism, 
but  would  indeed  have  remained  a  nest  of  robbers,  such  as 
it  appears  in  the  legend  of  the  asylum  of  Eomulus. 
Growth  of  But  Bome  grew  and  grew,  not  only  by  the  warlike 
qualities  of  its  armies,  but  also  by  the  peaceful  industry  of 
its  citizens.  As  it  increased  externally  by  the  force  of 
arms,  it  grew  internally  in  the  elements  of  culture  and  of 
public  well-being;  otherwise  its  history  would  not  have 
become  what  it  is,  a  great  epoch  in  the  development  of  the 
human  race. 


Rome. 
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CHAPTEE  L 

THE   FIEST   TEAKS   OP   THE    REPUBLIC. 

EoMAN  tradition  is,  as  we  have  seen,  wholly  untrustworthy     CHAP, 
as  to  the  cause  and  course  of  the  revolution  which  brought 


about  the  overthrow  of  the  kingly  power,  and  laid  the  Establish- 
foundation  of  the  republic.     Whatever  may  have  been  the  ?J®°^^j^jj 
nature  of  these  struggles,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  republic. 
republic  appeared  at  once  in  its  perfect  form,  and  that 
in  the  very  first  year  the  regular  consular  power  was 
introduced  with  all  its  attributes  and  functions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  senate  and  citizens.     Traces  of  a  less  quick 
and  smooth  transition  have  been  preserved,  especially  in 
the  traditions   connected   with  the  name  of  the   great 
legislator  P.  Valerius  Poplicola,  from  which  it  appears  not 
unlikely  that,  after  the  abolition  of  the  royal  dignity,  a 
period  of  dictatorial  government  followed,  which  ended 
with  the  dictatorship  of  Valerius.* 

At  all  events  the  republic  seems  to  have  been  first 
regularly  established  by  the  Valerian  laws,  of  which, 
unfortunately,  we  can  discover  little  more  than  half- 
obliterated  traces  in  the  oldest  traditions  of  the  Bomans. 

According  to  the  story,  P.  Valerius  was  chosen  as  con-  The  dicta- 
sul  after  the  banishment  of  Tarquinius  CoUatinus,  and  vIl^rL^^ 
remained  alone  in  ofBLce  after  the  death  of  his  colleague, 
Brutus,  without  assembling  the  people  for  the  election  of 
a  second  consul.  This  proceeding  excited  a  suspicion  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  that  he  intended  to  take  sole 
possession  of  the  state,  and  to  re-establish  royal  power. 
But  these  fears  proved  groundless.  Valerius  remained  in 
oflBce  with  the  sole  design  of  introducing  a  number  of  laws 

•  Seethe  Author's  Researches,  p.  68  flf ;  and  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  ii.  86,  92. 
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BOOK     intended  to  establish  the  republic  on  a  legal  foundation, 

. ^ — ^  without  the  danger  of  any  interference  on  the  part  of  a 

colleague. 
The  The  first  of  these  Valerian  laws  threatened  with  the 

law  of        curse  of  the  gods  any  one  who,  without  the  consent  of  the 
annual        people,  should  dare  to  assume  the  highest  magistracy.* 

xnagistra-      r      r     ^  o  o  j 

cies.  By  this  law  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  was  not  only 

recognised,  but  an  effectual  barrier  was  presented  to  any 
attempt  to  keep  an  ofKce  beyond  the  period  legally  fixed 
for  its  duration.  As  the  public  law  did  not  allow  the 
people  to  compel  a  magistrate  to  resign,  and  as,  therefore, 
a  magistrate  once  elected  could  only  return  into  private 
life  by  an  act  of  voluntary  abdication,  it  would  have 
depended  apparently  on  his  own  free  will  whether  his 
power  should  last  during  his  lifetime  or  not,  unless  by 
this  law  the  magistrate  who,  after  the  legal  time,  refused 
to  resign  an  office  was  marked  as  a  traitor  to  the  state. 
Against  such  a  one  resistance  by  force  was  legally  sanc- 
tioned, and  from  this  time  forward,  therefore,  the  regular 
annual  change  of  republican  magistrates  was  secured, 
and  the  restoration  of  the  royal  power  in  Rome  was 
made  impossible,  unless  a  usurper  was  prepared  to  use 
force  and  violence  to  upset  the  very  basis  of  the  established 
order.  Such  an  act  of  violence,  however,  was  not  to  be 
expected  in  Some,  where  the  magistrates  had  the  conunand 
of  no  military  force  except  the  armed  citizens,  and  where 
each  member  of  the  aristocracy  was  a  zealous  guardian  of 
republican  equality. 
The  Vale-  The  sccoud  law  of  Valerius  was  of  equal  importance  for 
of  appeal,  the  good  order  of  the  republic.  It  prescribed  that  in 
criminal  trials,  where  the  life  of  a  citizen  was  at  stake, 
the  sentence  of  the  consul  should  be  subject  to  an  appeal 
to  the  general  assembly  of  the  people.^  This  Valerian 
law  of  appeal  was  the  Boman  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  It 
formed  the  keystone  of  the  structure  of  the  republic'     It 

»  DionysiuB,  v.  19.    Livy,  ii.  8.    Plutarch,  Poplicola^  11,  12. 
«  See  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  ii.  170. 

■  Pomponius  {De  Origine  Juris,  16)  lay«  especial  stress  on  this  law,  as  the 
chief  distinction  between  the  consular  authority  and  the  royal  power. 
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provided  a  barrier  against  every  illegal  stretch  of  authority     CHAP, 
on  the  part  of  the  magistrates,  and  against  every  act  of  .,^-,: — - 


military  tyranny  during  their  legal  term  of  office.  With 
such  a  guarantee  against  abuse  of  judicial  authority,  the 
Bomans  could  afford  to  entrust  to  their  magistrates  an 
extensive  jurisdiction,  without  being  obliged,  like  the 
Athenians,  to  have  recourse  to  popular  assemblies  as 
ordinary  courts  of  law. 

As  an  outward  sign  of  the  limitation  of  the  official  Insignia  of 
power,  and  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  sovereignty  of  authority, 
the  people,  Valerius  caused  the  fasces  of  the  lictors  to  be 
lowered  before  the  people.  From  this  time  the  consuls 
never  displayed  the  dreaded  axes  within  the  town.  But 
in  the  field,  where  the  consular  authority  was  preserved 
without  limitation,  the  axes  continued  to  be  in  the  fasces 
of  the  lictors,  as  a  symbol  of  the  military  power  of  the 
consuls. 

The  Bomans  found  a  further  protection  against  the  The  two 
abuse  of  consular  authority  in  the  division  of  the  office  ^^^^  *' 
between  two  colleagues  of  equal  rank.  In  this  way  not 
only  was  the  re-establishment  of  the  monarchy  rendered 
difficult,  but  too  harsh  and  severe  an  exercise  of  the  power 
which  was  left  to  the  consuls  was  also  prevented,  as  in 
the  intercession  of  one  of  the  two  consuls  against  the 
decisions  of  the  other  there  was  a  certain  guarantee 
against  precipitation  and  injustice.  According  to  the' 
principles  of  public  law  in  Rome,  the  intercession  of  a 
magistrate  had  the  effect  of  stopping  the  execution  of  any 
order  or  sentence  pronounced  by  an  official  of  equal  rank. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  possibility  of  limiting  the 
power  of  the  consuls  by  the  consuls  themselves  was  the 
principal  if  not  the  only  reason  for  the  division  of  the 
chief  magistracy  of  the  state,  which  was  in  many  respects 
so  prejudicial. 

Although  the  Boman  consulship  was  divided  between  The  power 
the  two  colleagues,  and  was  limited  in  its  duration  to  one  consul». 
year,  yet  it  conferred  very  considerable  power,  and  by  the 
insignia  of  the  office,  as  well  as  its  substantial   rights, 

VOL.  I.  K 
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resembled  the  abolished  royalty.^  The  royal  ftinctions 
which  remained  to  the  consuls  were  those  which  related 
to  the  internal  administration,  the  jurisdiction,  and  the 
command  of  the  army.  The  priestly  functions  alone  were 
separated  and  were  conferred  on  an  officer  called  the  king 
of  sacrifices  (rex  sacrificulus,  or  rex  sacrorum),  who  was 
appointed  for  life.  The  reason  for  this  arrangement  may 
be  found  in  a  feeling  of  conscientiousness  and  religious 
formalism ;  the  gods  were  not  to  be  deprived  of  services 
or  sacrifices  which  the  state  owed  them  through  a  *  king.' 
Although  the  shadow  of  the  regal  dignity  was  thus  pre- 
served, care  was  taken  to  make  the  office  powerless.  The 
king  of  sacrifices  was  excluded  from  all  political  functions  ; 
he  was  declared  incompetent  to  fill  any  other  office  in  the 
state ;  and  it  was  not  he,  but  the  chief  pontiff,  who  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  all  religious  concerns. 

But  by  the  nomination  of  the  sacrificial  king,  and  by 
the  transfer  of  the  whole  religious  authority  to  the  pontiff, 
the  consulship  was  by  no  means  entirely  secularised,  nor 
brought  into  any  sort  of  opposition  to  the  priesthood,  or 
exposed  to  the  possibility  of  a  confiict  with  it.  In  so  far 
as  religion  had  an  influence  on  political  life,  it  was  wholly 
and  entirely  at  the  service  of  the  magistrates.  A  religious 
interest  apart  from  the  interest  of  the  state  was  never 
thought  of;  a  dispute  between  spiritual  and  secular 
authorities  was  not  possible.  Religion  was  expected  to 
preserve  and  to  benefit  the  people  and  the  state;  its 
servants  were  only  the  mediators  of  whom  the  state  made 
use  to  secure  the  goodwill  and  protection  of  the  gods. 
The  augurs  certainly  conducted  the  auspices,  and  inter- 
preted the  divine  will,  but  only  at  the  command  of  the 
magistrates ;  and  the  answer  from  heaven  was  not  addressed 
to  them,  but,  through  them,  to  the  political  representatives 
of  the  Roman  people.^  When  the  consul  wished  to  offer  up 
a  solemn  prayer,  the  pontiff  repeated  for  him  the  prescribed 


*  Cicero,  De  Rep.,  ii.  32 :  '  Uti  consules  potestatem  haberent 
ipso  ac  iure  regiam.'    Livy,  ii.  1. 

2  Rubino,  Untersuchungen  Über  Bom.  Verfassung,  p.  48  jQT. 
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form,  and  instructed  him  in  the  manner  of  performing  the     CHAP. 
religious  ceremony.     He  was  the  living  book  in  which  the         .'   .  - 
science  of  heavenly  things  was  written  down,  bnt  only  the 
officers  of  the  state  were  permitted  to  open  and  to  read  it. 

By  this  arrangement  the  consulship  had  suffered  no  loss  The  priest- 
of  power  through  the  separation  of  the  religious  functions 
from  the  secular  magistracy.  Religion,  as  an  instrument 
for  political  purposes  iu  the  hands  of  the  magistrates,  had 
become  rather  more  effective  now  that  the  fulcrum  of  the 
lever  lay  further  off  in  the  priesthood.  The  ruling  party 
could,  by  the  mouth  of  the  priests,  sanctify  or  con- 
demn, without  scruple,  what,  from  a  political  point  of  view, 
they  sanctioned  or  rejected ;  and  the  Soman  parties  never 
hesitated  to  make  use  of  this  means  to  increase  their  real 
power. 

As  judges  the  consuls  occupied  altogether  the  place  of  Judicial 
the  kings.     They  decided  the  legal  disputes  of  the  citizens  J^rco^-^ 
either  personally  or  by  deputy.     Their  criminal  jurisdic-  »uis. 
tion  was  probably  limited  to  the  most  important  cases,  as 
the  paternal  authority  {patria  potestas)^  which  extended 
over  clients  as  well  as  all  members  of  the  family,  was  in 
full  force.* 

In  the  warlike  state  of  the  Romans  the  military  cha-  Their 
racter  of  the  consuls  was  no  doubt  most  prominent  and  ^^thontv. 
most  important.  When  the  consul  led  the  army  into  the 
field,  he  possessed  the  unlimited  military  power  of  the 
kings  (the  Imperium).  He  was  entrusted  with  the  direc- 
tion of  the  war,  the  distribution  of  the  booty,  and  the  first 
disposal  of  the  conquered  land.  Here  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  gaining  the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens,  renown 
for  his  family,  an  influential  position  in  the  state,  and 

'  For  some  time  after  the  establishment  of  the  republic,  the  office  of  quaa- 
^ores  parritndiit  which  dates  from  the  regal  period,  and  was  concerned  in  the 
inrestigation  and  punishment  of  crimes,  continued  to  be  a  regular  annual 
iQftgUitracy.  Besides  these  judicial  quaestors  we  meet  with  another  office,  that 
of  the  duumviri  perdusilionis,  whose  duty  it  was  to  bring  to  justice  offinders 
against  the  public  peace  and  the  safety  of  the  state.  These  duumviri  do  not 
appear  to  have  formed  a  permanent  magistracy,  but  to  have  been  elected  as 
<^mmissioner8,  when  a  case  of  treason  occurred. — See  the  Author's  licsearches^ 
p.  76  ff. 
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material  profit.  The  oldest  designation  for  the  consuls, 
therefore,  was  derived  from  their  military  quality,  for  they 
were  called  praetors,  that  is,  commanders.^ 

It  was,  however,  precisely  in  war  that  the  division  of 
power  among  two  colleagues  must  offcen  have  proved  pre- 
judicial. The  want  of  unity  in  the  command  of  the  axmy 
was  the  frequent  cause  of  great  dangers  -and  reverses. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  military  instinct  which  every 
Roman  possessed,  and  the  wonderful  discipline  and  drill 
of  the  legions,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  Borne  to 
endure  for  any  length  of  time  the  division  of  the  supreme 
command.  But  there  came  troubles  in  which,  in  spite  of 
the  military  qualities  of  the  people,  the  organisation  broke 
down,  and  the  necessity  of  unity  in  the  direction  of  affieürs 
was  felt  to  be  indispensable. 

The  dictatorship  served  this  purpose.  By  decree  of  the 
senate  one  of  the  consuls  could  be  charged  with  naming  a 
dictator*  for  six  months,  and  in  this  officer  the  full  power 
of  the  king  was  revived  for  a  limited  period.  The  dicta- 
torship was  a  formal  suspension  of  the  constitution  of  the 
republic.  All  magistrates  remained  in  office,  and  con- 
tinued to  discharge  their  regular  duties,  but  they  were 
all  placed  under  the  absolute  command  of  the  dictator. 
The  guarantees  of  republican  freedom  (such  as  the  right 
of  appeal  to  the  people)  were  in  abeyance  during  the 
continuation  of  the  dictator's  power.  Military  waa  sub- 
stituted for  common  law,  and  Rome,  diu-ing  the  time  of 
the  dictatorship,  was  in  a  state  of  siege. 

Armed  with  such  authority,  which  placed  the  resources 
of  the  whole  state  at  their  disposal,  the  dictators  often 
succeeded  in  saving  the  commonwealth  from  great  dan- 
gers. In  the  good  old  time  of  the  republic,  the  dictator- 
ship was  never  abused  for  the  gratification  of  personal 

*  See  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.^  ii.  116  ;  Anm.  1.  It  was  not  till  after  the  time 
of  the  decemvirs  that  the  designation  '  consuls '  was  adopted.  When  tho 
plebeians  gained  access  to  the  consulship,  in  366  b.c.,  a  newjudicial  mugistr&^-y 
was  established,  under  the  name  of  prsetorship. 

•  Another  name  for  dictator  was  Ma^Uter  popjili.—CiceTOj  DfRep.,  i.  40,63. 
Febtus,  s.  T.  Optima  lex,  p.  198,  ed.  Müller. 
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ambition.  The  attempt  was  never  made  to  turn  the  CHAP. 
temporary  possession  of  regal  authority  into  a  permanent  .-  ,'  ,.^ 
restoration  of  monarchy.  On  the  contrary  the  dictators 
felt  it  to  be  their  pride  to  solve  as  quickly  as  possible  the 
problem  for  the  solution  of  which  they  had  been  appointed, 
and  then,  even  before  the  end  of  the  legal  period,  to  return 
into  private  life. 

That  the  dictatorship  had  an  essentially  military  cha-  The  mas- 
racter  is  proved  especially  by  the  circumstance  that  the  ^orse.  ^  * 
dictator  had  to  nominate  as  second  in  command  a  master 
of  the  horse  (magister  equitum),  who  by  his  very  name  is 
characterised  as  an  officer  of  the  army.  It  was  indeed 
natural  that  the  government  should  also  make  use  of 
the  power  of  the  dictator  for  the  settling  of  internal 
disputes.  In  fact  a  dictator  was  often  appointed  to  be 
the  leader  of  the  patrician  party  against  the  plebeians. 
But  the  origin  of  the  dictatorship  is  certainly  not  to  be 
found  in  the  disputes  between  the  two  classes.  It  is 
possible  that  it  formed  the  transition  from  the  monarchy 
to  the  consular  constitution,  as  hinted  above ;  ^  but  it  is 
impossible  now  to  arrive  at  any  certainty  on  this  very 
difficult  question. 

As  first  administrative  officers,  the  consuls  had  the  pre-  The  con- 
sidency  in  the  senate,  a  political  body  which  in  ancient  ^regj^^tg 
Eome   corresponded  in  many  respects  to  what  is  now  of  the 
called  the  ministry,  and  which,  besides  being  a  supreme  ^^^^^^' 
council  of  state,  had  the  control  of  the  whole  administra- 
tion.'   The  consuls  were  charged  with  the  selection  of 
new  senators,  with  calling  the  senate  together,  presiding 
over  its  deliberations,  conducting  the  debate,  and  carrying 
oat  the  resolutions.      The   senate  had  no  independent 
legislative,  still  less  any  independent  executive,  power ;  it 
was  in  fact  only  an  administrative  council.     The  consul, 
therefore,  would  naturally  be  influenced  in  his  actions  by 
the  authority  of  the  senate,  but  he  was  not  bound  to  carry 

»  See  p.  127. 

'  The  most  analogous  political  body  in  modem  times  is  an  English  town 
couTidl,  which,  in  its  seyeral  committees,  conductSi  or  at  least  superintends,  the 
municipal  adminbtratiou. 
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out  any  of  its  resolutions  to  which  he  was  opposed.  The 
law  did  not  compel  him  in  his  public  actions  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  senate ;  in  fact  he  was  not  the  servant,  but 
rather  the  master  of  the  senate.  He  called  the  senators 
together  to  receive  their  advice,  not  their  commands. 
Yet,  owing  to  the  annual  change  of  consuls  and  the  great 
influence  which  the  senate,  as  a  permanent  body,  ex- 
ercised on  the  election  of  consuls,  the  practical  result  was 
that,  in  all  essential  and  important  questions,  the  senate 
decided  the  policy  which  the  consuls  had  no  alternative 
but  to  adopt.  The  senate  was  the  head  of  the  body 
politic,  the  consuls  were  the  hands.  The  sum  total  of 
political  wisdom  and  experience  was  treasured  up  in  the 
senate;  as  the  senate  was,  so  were  Eoman  politics 
internal  and  external.  No  growth  or  development  could 
take  place  unless  the  germ  had  been  previously  matured 
in  the  bosom  of  the  senate. 

With  regard  to  the  consuls,  therefore,  the  power  of  the 
senate  was  not  so  much  a  legal  and  formal  superioriiy  as 
a  de  facto  irresistible  influence.  With  regard  to  the 
general  assembly  of  the  people  it  was  otherwise.  The 
sei^ite  had  net  only  the  duty  of  previously  discussing  and 
preparing  all  measures  about  which  the  assembly  had  to 
decide,  but  it  possessed  also  the  constitutional  right  of 
confirming  the  resolutions  of  the  people.  The  previous 
deliberations  in  the  senate  were  the  most  natural  functions 
of  a  select  assembly  of  experienced  men.  Regular  discus- 
sion and  debate  were  not  possible  in  the  large  unwieldy 
assemblies  of  the  people.  They  could  only  decide  with 
yes  or  no  on  a  question  laid  before  them.  But  in  the 
senate  different  views  could  be  maintained  by  different 
speakers.  There  were  here,  as  in  all  free  public  assem- 
blies, opposing  parties,  and  representatives  of  the  various 
interests  which  divided  the  people.  There  was  a  rule  that 
after  a  resolution  had  been  arrived  at  by  the  senate  (a 
8enatu8'C07i8ultum)y  one  of  the  magistrates  should  lay  it 
before  the  people.  K  the  people  approved,  it  came  back 
for    confirmation    to  the    senate,   and    in  this  manner 
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obtadned  the  force  of  law.     The  axjt  of  conferring  this     CHAP. 


ratification  bj  the  patrum  auctoritas  was  no  superfluous 
formality.     It  is  true  the  preliminary  deliberation  in  the 
senate  was  the  common  rale,  and  when  the  senate  had 
once  decided  to  bring  a  resolution  before  the  people  for 
acceptance,  it  was  almost  certain  that  their  consent  and 
approbation  would  follow ;  but  it  was  not  impossible  that, 
owing  to  unlooked-for  events,  or  party  manoeuvres,  the 
senate,  after  repeated  deliberations,  might  arrive  at  a  dif- 
ferent vote,  just  as  in  the  English  parliament  the  first 
and  second  readings  of  a  bill  do  not  always  insure  its 
passing  on  the  third.     But  the  right  of  the  senate  to  give 
or  withhold  its  consent  to  a  resolution  of  the  people  was  of 
especial  importance,  because  the  magistrates  could  not  be 
prevented  from  bringing  a  question  before  the  people  even 
without  submitting  it  previously  to  the   senate.'     The 
withholding  of  the  patrum  auctoritas^  therefore,  was  one 
of  the  means  which  the  patricians  made  use  of  to  control 
the  decisions  of  the  comitia.    It  was  first  legally  abolished 
by  the  Publilian  law,  339  b.c.,  with  regard  to  acts  of  legis- 
lation, and  by  the   Msenian  law  with  reference  to  the 
election  of  magistrates.     In  consequence  of  these  two  laws 
the  patrum  üMctorita^  became  a  mere  formality,  because 
the  senate  was  now  compelled  to   confirm  the  eventual 
decision  of   the  people   before  the  votes   were   actually 
taken.^ 

*  See  MommseD,  Forschungen,  p.  201  ff. 

*  An  instance  of  the  refusal  by  the  senate  of  the  Patirum  anctoritas  occurred 
most  probably  in  the  year  486  b.c.  when  the  agrarian  law  of  Sporius  Cassius 
was  passed.  The  consul  Cassius,  who  was  the  author  of  this  popular  law, 
found  himself  opposed  by  the  senate  (see  book  ii.  chap,  tu.)  The  majority  of 
the  patricians  in  the  senate  resisted  the  attempt  of  the  consul  to  carry  the  law, 
and  ponished  the  author  of  it  with  death.  It  is  not  likely,  therefore,  that  the 
senate  empowered  or  commissioned  the  consul  to  lay  the  law  before  the  comitia 
of  the  people  for  their  approval.  Nevertheless,  the  people  adopted  the  law 
(see  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch^^  ii.  477).  But  the  law  remained  a  dead  letter. 
The  agrarian  disputes  which  now  followed  and  lasted  many  years,  all  turn  on 
the  demands  of  the  plebeians  to  have  the  law  carried  out,  and  on  the  obstinate 
refusal  of  the  patricians  to  accede  to  this  demand.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the 
patricians  must  have  had  some  legal  pretext  for  resisting  the  demands  of  the 
plebeians,  and  their  pretext  was  most  piobably  supplied  by  the  circumstance 


I. 
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BOOK         One  branch  of  the  public   service,   which  in  modem 

•^ ^ — *  times  occupies  a  prominent  part  and  regulates  all  political 

Boman  action,  was  of  subordinate  importance  in  old  republican 
finance.  Rome.  This  was  the  management  of  the  finances.  In  a 
state  in  which  no  public  oflScer  received  any  salary, 
where  the  military  service  was  a  personal  duty  exacted 
from  the  citizens,  there  was  no  necessity  for  an  elaborate 
system  of  finance,  and  even  taxes  properly  so-called  could 
not  be  wanted  before  the  introduction  of  regular  pay  to 
the  soldiers,  i.e.  before  the  year  406  b.c.  There  were, 
therefore,  no  oflBcers  especially  entrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finances.  The  senate  administered  the  pro- 
perty of  the  state.  Booty  gained  in  war,  fines  imposed 
by  law,  and  any  other  money  that  flowed  into  the  treasury 
of  the  state,  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  consuls. 
Annually  elected  officers,  the  quaestors  of  the  treasury, 
were  not  appointed  before  the  year  449  b.c.  for  the 
management  of  the  public  finances.^ 
^aoction  of  As  to  the  composition  of  the  senate,  it  is  certain  that 
the  election  of  senators  was  entrusted  to  the  consuls- 
After  the  violence  of  the  revolution  which  had  driven  into 
exile  a  great  number  of  the  adherents  of  the  dethroned 
monarch,  the  senate  was  naturally  very  much  reduced  in 
numbers,  and  it  became  necessary  to  fill  up  the  numerous 
vacancies  by  an  extraordinary  measure.  This  measure, 
which  by  some  historians  is  ascribed  to  Brutus,  by  others 
to  Valerius  Poplicola.,  is  supposed  to  have  brought  a 
number  of  plebeians  into  the  senate,  who  afber  the  current 
view  of  the  old  historians  were  at  once  raised  to  the  rank 
of  patricians,  but  who,  according  to  the  opinion  of  modern 
critics,^  remained  plebeian,  and  thus  formed  a  plebeian 

that  the  decision  of  the  people  had  not  received  the  Fatrum  auctoritas.  If  this 
sanction  had  been  given,  Spurius  Cassius  could  at  once  have  proceeded  to  carry 
the  law  into  execution.  But,  as  it  was,  he  succumbed,  after  the  expiration  of  his 
year  of  office,  to  the  vengeance  of  the  nobility,  by  being  judged  (moremaioruM) 
by  the  curise.  Such  proceedings  as  this  no  doubt  supplied  the  motives  for 
the  lex  Publilia  and  the  lex  Msenia,  by  which  the  Patrum  auctoritas  was  de 
facto  abolished. 

'  See  the  Author's  Researches,  p.  76. 

'  See  especially  Mommsen,  Forschungen ^  p.  251. 
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section  in  the  patrician  senate.     The  oflScial  title  of  the     CHAP. 

senators,  by  which  they  were  addressed  as  *  Patres  Con-  ^ ,1^^ 

scripti/  was  by  the  popidar  archceologists  derived  from  this 
new  element  in  the  senate,  the  surname  *  Conscripti  * 
being  supposed  to  apply  originally  only  to  the  newly 
received  plebeian  members. 

K  there  existed  authentic  historical  evidence  of  the  Tiie  con- 
period  which  immediately  followed  the  beginning  of  the  Sers. 
republic,  we  should  be  compelled  simply  to  accept  the 
account  of  the  reception  of  plebeians  into  the  senate, 
although  it  sounds  very  improbable.  But  all  the  reputed 
evidence  consists  in  attempts  of  later  Boman  antiquarians 
to  account  for  the  title  *  Patres  Conscripti.*  These  have 
no  value  in  themselves,  and  as  they  do  not  agree  with  the 
gradual  development  of  the  plebeian  rights,  there  is  no 
choice  left  us  but  to  reject  them. 

The  legal  position  of  the  plebeians  in  the  beginning  of  Admission 
the  republic  was  suchthat  we  cannot  conceive  their  ad-  beSnsinto 
mission  to  the  council  of  patricians  to  have  been  possible,  t^®  senate. 
The  senate  was  the  representative  of  the  patrician  interest 
dxuing  all  the  disputes  of  the  two  classes  of  citizens.  No- 
where can  there  be  discovered  a  trace  of  a  plebeian  party  in 
the  senate.  A  whole  century  elapses  after  the  beginning 
of  the  republic  before  we  find  a  single  plebeian  in  the 
senate ;  and  even  long  after  the  admission  of  plebeians  to 
the  highest  offices  of  the  state,  the  patrician  element  in 
the  senate  was  by  far  the  strongest.  Moreover,  the 
elevation  of  plebeians  to  the  rank  of  patricians  for  the 
purpose  of  strengthening  the  senate  is  highly  improbable. 
It  is  irreconcilable  with  the  great  contrast  which  evi- 
dently separated  the  two  classes  at  the  beginning  of  the 
republic — a  contrast  which  amounted  to  a  legal  barrier 
between  them,  and  prevented  the  possibility  of  individuals 
from  one  class  joining  the  other,*  but  which,  after  such  a 
precedent  as  the  alleged  reception  of  many  plebeians  into 
the  body  of  the  patricians  and  into  the  senate,  could  not 
have  been  maintained  any  longer. 

>  See  Mommsen,  Forschungen^  p.  173. 
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n. 


in  the  beginning  of  the  republic,  the  senate  was  purely 
Patrician     patrician,  and  remained  for  a  long  time  the  real  repre- 
character     sentative  of  the  patrician  interest.     As  such  it  appears 
senate.        throughout  in  the  narratives  of  the  annalists,  and  it  is 
therefore  easily  explained  that  the  same  political  terms 
are  applied  to  the  senate  which  designate  the  patrician 
order  as   such,  particularly  the  expressions  Patres  and 
Patricians.     Afterwards,  when,  by  the  admission  of  ple- 
beians to  the  highest  offices  of  state,  they  were  admitted 
by  degrees  into  the   senate,  and  when,  by  the  equality 
of  rights  of  the  two  orders,  the  old  aristocracy  of  the 
patricians  was  merged  in  the  new  '  nobility,'  the  senate 
was   always  the  representative  of  these  nobles,  and  the 
old  views  and  names  were  on  the  whole  preserved  by  the 
historians  of  the  time.^ 
The  Simultaneously  with  the  Valerian  laws,   which  esta- 

centuries.  Wished  the  republic,  the  Comitia  centuriata,  which  Servius 
Tullius  is  said  to  have  devised  with  a  view  of  abolishing 
the  kingly  power,  came  into  practical  use.  The  highest 
political  functions  in  the  state,  the  decisions  of  the 
sovereign  people,  were  now  formally  transferred  to  this 
assembly,  which,  as  we  have  surmised  above,*  owed  its 
origin  to  military  necessities  at  a  time  when  the  old  organ- 
isation of  the  army,  based  on  the  curise,  no  longer  sufficed. 
It  seems  to  have  gradually  grown  out  of  the  original  as- 
sembly of  the  thirty  curie».  As  a  natural  consequence  of 
this  innovation,  the  comitia  of  curise  were  now  more  and 
more  confined  to  mere  formalities,  just  as  the  royal  dignity 
was  not  altogether  abolished,  but  was  allowed  to  survive 
in  the  office  of  sacrificial  king,  though  reduced  to  an 
empty  shadow  of  its  original  power.  The  comitia  of 
the  centuries  had,  therefore,  from  the  very  beginning 
of  the  republic,  the  same  functions  which  had  formerly 

*  See  the  Author's  article  '  On  the  Patres  Conscript!,'  in  the  Festschrift  des 
historisch-phuosophischen  Vereins  zu  Heidelberg,    Leipzig,  Engelmann,  I860. 

'  See  pp.  67,  138,  and  the  Author's  treatise  in  Symbda  Philologorum  Bon- 
nenstum^  p.  629. 
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belonged  to  the  comitia  of  curise.  In  them  was  Tested  CHAP, 
the  right  of  legislation,  the  election  of  the  chief  ma-  ^_  ^'  _,^ 
gistrates,  the  decision  of  questions  of  peace  and  war, 
and,  lastly,  they  formed  the  highest  court  of  judicature, 
which  had  to  pass  sentence,  in  the  last  instance,  in  all 
cases  affecting  the  life  of  a  citizen.^  In  the  comitia  of 
centuries,  therefore,  reposed  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.* 
They  were  the  source  of  power,  because  they  appointed 
the  magistrates,  and  indirectly,  through  the  magistrates, 
the  senators.  The  laws  were  the  expression  of  the  will  of 
the  people  as  declared  in  the  centuries.  The  consuls  and 
the  senate  had  only  certain  limited  rights  and  duties  con- 
ferred on  them  in  the  administration  and  legislation,  but 
the  people  was  supreme  and  sovereign;  it  was  limited 
and  controlled  by  no  legal  power  beside  itself  that  might 
claim  superiority  or  even  equality  to  it.  The  de  facto 
influence  of  the  aristocracy,  exercised  by  the  magistrates 
and  the  senate,  had  no  independent  legal  foundation,  but 
was  always  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  comitia  of  centuries  embraced  the  whole  of  the  Roman 
people,  not  a  part  only,  like  the  comitia  of  curiae,  in  which  2ie"^  *° 
the  plebeian  clients  were  only  passive  members,  without  comitia  of 
the  right  of  voting.      Every  Boman  citizen  was  now  *^®''*^"*- 
competent  to  vote,  according  to  the  measure  of  his  census. 
But  this  apparent  political  equality  was  far  from  filling 
up  the  gulf  between  the  two  classes  of  citizens.     If  the 
patricians  and  plebeians  in  the  assembly  of  centuries  had 
really  been  amalgamated  into  one  people,  and  if  at  the 
eame  time  the  plebeians  had  been  admitted  to  the  senate 
and  to  the  magistracy,  the  development  of  the  constitution 
would  have  taken  quite  a  different  direction  from  what  it 

'  It  is,  however,  doubtful  if  the  last  of  these  rights  belonged  to  them  before 
the  decemyirate. 

^  It  has  been  assumed  almost  as  an  inoontrovertible  fact  by  modem  his- 
torians that  the  decisions  of  the  centuries  were  subject  to  a  Tote  of  approval  or 
njeetion  by  the  comitia  of  the  curise.  There  is  no  proof  whatever  for  such  a 
constitutional  theory,  which  seems  derived  from  the  modem  system  of  parlia-« 
mentaiy  legislation.  In  Borne  no  popular  assembly  ever  stood  in  a  relation  to 
another  popular  assembly  similar  to  the  position  of  one  House  of  Parliament) 
to  another. 
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II. 


the  plebeians  to  struggle  for  a  separate,  clearly  defined, 
legal  position  in  the  state.  The  constant  disputes  for 
equality  between  the  two  classes  would  have  been  avoided, 
and  the  republic  would  have  possessed  from  the  beginning 
the  strength  which  was  displayed  after  the  passing  of  the 
Licinian  laws, 
^e^awf/  The  facts  were  altogether  diflferent.  The  revolution 
tion  of  which  overthrew  the  monarchy  led  to  the  exclusive  power 
monarc  y.  ^^  ^j^^  patricians.*  The  plebs  was  separated  fit)m  the 
privileged  class,  and  debarred  from  the  advantages,  rights, 
and  honours  which  the  patricians  enjoyed.  No  bridge 
led  across  this  gap.  No  service  rendered  to  the  state,  no 
amount  of  wealth,  opened  to  a  plebeian  the  prospect  of 
rising  from  the  crowd  and  taking  a  part  in  the  government. 
Marriages  between  patricians  and  plebeians  were  unlawful, 
as  were  those  between  freemen  and  slaves.  The  plebeian 
was  excluded  from  the  senate,  and  from  all  civil  and  reli- 
gious offices  of  state,  from  the  auspices,  and  even  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  laws.  He  shared  only  the  public  burdens, 
especially  those  of  the  military  service,  which  were  be- 
coming more  and  more  oppressive  from  day  to  day.* 
Position  of  Thus  it  is  not  surprising  that,  although  the  plebeians 
plebeians,  had  their  lawful  share  in  the  comitia  of  centuries,  yet 
it  was  a  very  insignificant  part  they  played.  Limited, 
probably  to  the  four  lowest  classes,'  they  could  make  no 
successful  opposition  to  the  well-organised  dominion  of  the 
patricians.  The  consular  elections  during  the  first  period 
of  the  republic  clearly  show  that  the  patricians  were  all- 
powerful  in  the  comitia  of  centuries.*  Thus  the  plebeians 
were  urged  by  necessity  to  organise  themselves  as  a  sepa- 
rate political  body,  that  they  might  as  a  whole  oppose  the 

>  See  Schwegler,  JRom,  Gesch. ^  ii.  103. 

'  Compare  Sallust,  Hi«^,  fragm.  1,  10,  ed.  Kritz :  *Deiu  serrili  imporio 
patres  plebem  exercere,  de  vita  atque  torgo  regio  more  consulere,  agro  pellcre 
et  ceteris  expertibus  soli  in  imperio  agere.' 

'  See  pp.  64,  67,  and  the  Author's  treatise  in  Symbola  Philolofforum  Bon- 
neneiuniy  p.  629. 

*  See  Peter,  Epochen  der  It'öm.  Rrptiblik,  p.  9  flF. 
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excessive  power  of  the  patricians.     It  is,  therefore,  not  to     CHAP. 


be  supposed  that  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  sentence  of 
the  consuls,  which  the  Valerian  law  had  established  as  a 
guarantee  against  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  authority, 
extended  to  the  plebeians.^  It  was  this  denial  of  justice 
which  forced  the  plebeian  class  to  create  for  themselves 
in  the  Tribunes  of  the  People  legal  protectors  of  their 
own.  The  tribune,  by  his  intercession  against  the  sen- 
tence of  the  patrician  magistrates,  made  up  to  his  fellow- 
plebeiajas  for  the  want  of  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
popular  assembly,  a  right  which,  even  if  it  had  been 
possessed  by  the  plebeians,  would  have  been  to  them  of 
little  practical  value,  as  long  as  they  had  so  little  in- 
fluence in  the  comitia. 

^  See  pp.  128,  129,  and  the  Author's  article  on  the  '  Tribunes  of  the  People,* 
in  the  Bheinisches  Museum ^  1866,  p.  162. 
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CHAPTEE  n. 

THE  TEIBUNB8  OP  THE  PEOPLE. 

The  abolition  of  the  monarchy  had  raised  the  patricians 
to  power.^  In  possession  of  the  republican  offices,  political 
and  religious,  exclusively  represented  in  the  senate,  pre- 
ponderating and  dominant  in  the  assembly  of  centuries, 
influential  by  their  large  landed  possessions  and  by  the 
numbers  of  their  clients,  they  were  absolute  lords  and 
masters  of  the  commonwealth,  in  which  the  plebeians  had 
scarcely  a  share  or  a  legal  standing.  If  such  a  state  of 
things  had  continued,  the  Boman  state  must  hare  been 
reduced  to  a  powerless  oligarchy,  which,  in  a  short  time, 
the  enmity  of  hostile  neighbours  would  have  overthrown. 

From  such  a  danger  Bome  was  saved  by  the  spirited 
opposition  which  the  plebs  as  a  class  brought  to  bear 
against  the  tyranny  of  the  patricians.  Immediately  after 
the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy,  the  struggles  began  between 
the  patricians  and  the  plebeians,  which,  if  we  compare 
them  with  the  vehement  party  warfare  and  the  excessive 
fluctuations  in  most  of  the  Greek  states,  were  carried  on 
with  a  certain  calmness,  deliberation,  and  steadiness, 
corresponding  to  the  firm,  persevering,  sober,  practical 
character  of  the  Bomans. 

The  Boman  historians,  who,  deceived  by  the  state  of 
things  in  their  own  days,  looked  upon  the  patricians  of 
the  old  time  as  a  nobility  by  no  means  numerous,  represent 
the  insurrection  against  Tarquinius  and  the  establishment 
of  the  republic  as  a  victory  of  popular  freedom,  that  is  to 
say,  plebeian  freedom  over  tyranny.     The  people  revelled, 

*  Schvegler,  Rom.  Getch.y  ii.  103 :  *  The  oonstitation  established  after  the 
faU  of  the  monarchy  was  the  goyenixnent  of  the  patrician  houses.' 
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it  was  said,^  in  the  enjojrment  of  the  newly  acquired  bless-     CHAP, 
ings,  and  by  the  amicable  dealings  of  the  patricians,  who,  ^.^ — .J — • 
from  political  reasons,  made  some  valuable  concessions, 
the  plebeians,  together  with  the  patricians,  became  the 
irreconcilable  enemies  of  the  expelled  tyrant,  and  with 
united  efforts  opposed  all  attempt»  of  the  Tarquins  to  re- 
gaitt  their  power.     Bnt  the  narrative  goes  on  to  tell  that 
they  had  hardly  escaped  all  danger  from  the  banished  king 
and  his  adherents  when  the  patricians  showed  themselves 
in  their  tme  light,  as  unfeeling,  hardhearted  oppressors 
of  the  people.     The  plebeians  suffered  great  distress  and 
boundless  misery.     Through  continual  wars,  which  laid 
waste  their  fields  and  reduced  their  farms  to  ashes,  they 
were  deprived  of  their  regular  means  of  maintenance ;  they 
were  impoverished  by  the  severe  war  taxes,  and  plunged 
into  debt.     Their  creditors  were  the  patricians,  who,  with 
reckless  severity,  administered  the  harsh  law,  drove  theii* 
debtors  from  their  homes,  loaded  them  with  chains,  kept 
them  languishing  in  prison,  and  even  tore  their  backs  with 
ignominious  stripes.      At    last  despair  drove  the  poor 
wretches  to  resistance.    They  refused  the  military  service. 
While  the  Yolscians  were  attacking  Bome,  and  the  senate 
was  in  vain  devising  means  of  defence,  those  plebeians 
who  were  imprisoned  for  debt  escaped  from  the  prisons 
and  rejoiced  in  the  tronble  of  their  oppressors.     Then  the 
consul  Servilius,  who  was  friendly  to  the  people,  promised 
them  temporary  release  from  their  debts,  and  protection 
against  the  harshness  of  their  creditors,  on  condition  that 
they  should  allow  themselves  to  be  enrolled  in  the  legions. 
His  proposal  was  accepted.     The  Volscians  were  driven 
back.     The  Sabines  and  Auruncans  also,  who  made  use 
of  the  same  opportunity  to  attack  Bome,  were  conquered 
in  a    short    campaign.      After  a  threefold    victory    the 
army  returned  to   Eome.     But    forthwith    the    distress 
began  anew.     Again  the  plebeians  fiUed  the  loathsome 
debtors'  prisons,  and  were  subjected  to  all  sorts  of  outrage 

'  Cicero,  De  Rfp.t  i.  40.    '  Tarquinio  ezacto  mira  quadam  exultasse  popn- 
lum  iuolentia  libertatia.' — ^Livy,  ii.  1. 
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and  indignity  by  the  heartless  patricians.  New  wars 
threatened.  The  plebeians  refused  to  serve.  It  was  only 
through  the  nomination  of  M.  Valerius  as  dictator  that  the 
senate  could  levy  new  troops.  Valerius  succeeded,  by  the 
promise  of  protection  from  their  creditors,  in  inducing 
the  plebeians  to  enlist.  Ten  legions  marched  under  the 
dictator  and  two  consuls  against  the  Volscians,  ^quians, 
and  Sabines.  Again  a  threefold  victory  was  won,  but, 
instead  of  the  armies  being  disbanded,  they  were  kept 
under  military  command  and  military  law,  lest  the  men 
should  insist  on  the  fulfilment  of  the  promises  of  the 
dictator  and  on  an  abolition  of  debts.  Then  at  length  the 
patience  of  the  plebeians  was  exhausted.  One  of  the 
armies  declined  to  obey,  marched  in  military  order  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  Anio,  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  Bome,  encamped  there,  and  threatened  to  secede 
from  Bome  altogether.  The  danger  was  very  great  that 
the  Eoman  state  would  fall  to  pieces  and  become  a  prey  to 
its  ever-jealous  and  ever-watchful  neighbours.  The  senate 
now  resolved  to  yield.  It  entered  into  negotiations  with 
the  insurgents.  It  convinced  them  of  the  necessity  of  a 
reconciliation,  and  agreed  to  the  condition  which  they  pro- 
posed. This  was,  that  plebeian  magistrates,  called  Tribunes 
of  the  Plebs,  should  be  chosen,  empowered  to  protect  the 
plebeians  from  the  unfair  treatment  of  the  patrician  magis- 
trates, and  invested  with  personal  inviolability  under  the 
sanction  of  religion. 

The  foregoing  narrative,  which  is  abridged  from  ten  long 
chapters  of  Livy,*  and  from  sixty-eight  much  longer 
chapters  of  Dionysius  ^  betrays  at  first  sight  the  boundless 
caprice  and  the  unskilfulness  of  the  annalists.'  Apart  from 
the  surprising  detail  in  the  descriptions,*  and  from  the 
elaborate  speeches,  in  which  Dionysius  endeavours  to  show 
his  rhetorical  talent,  the  repetitions  and  exaggerations — 
the  two  most  pardonable  faults  of  the  Boman  annalists — are 

*  Liry,  ii.  23-32. 

'  Dionysius,  vi.  22,  90.     Compare  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis's  condensed  narrative, 
Credibility  of  Early  Roman  History,  ii.  62-72. 
5  See  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis's  Credibility,  ii.  73-84. 

*  See  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  ii.  225,  Anm.  3,  and  p.  236. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  TRIBUNES  OF  THE  PEOPLE.  145 

quite  palpable.  The  occxureiices  of  the  first  and  of  the  CH4P 
second  year  of  the  plebeian  insurrection  are  plainly  the  .  ^-  ^ 
same.  Each  time  a  threefold  war  is  ended  by  three 
Yictories  with  an  army  of  Boman  debtors.  Ten  legions  are 
lereied — ^an  army,  snch  as  Borne,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
Punic  wars,  conld  hardly  collect.  It  would  be  tedious  and 
tmprofitable  to  point  out  in  detail  all  the  absurdities  which 
excite  our  indignation,  when  we  are  obliged  to  read  the 
tedious  and  yapid  speeches  of  Dionysius.  We  should  be 
satisfied  if,  among  irrelevant  particulars  drawn  from  the 
imagination,  we  could  find  a  few  credible  hints  in  explana- 
tion of  the  £Ebcts,  and  an  answer  to  the  questions,  which 
have  rirference  to  the  political  and  social  character  of  the 
morement.  But  the  historians  give  us  no  consistent, 
intelligible,  or  probable  report,  either  as  to  the  time  of  the 
revolution,  or  the  place  where  peace  was  concluded,  or  the 
number  of  tribunes  elected,  or  the  manner  of  electing 
them. 

In  the  first  place  the  date  of  the  outbreak  of  the  plebeian  Date 
revolt  is  made  to  coincide  with  the  death  of  Tarquinius,  thef^^k 
not  on  the  ground  of  anything  like  a  trustworthy  tradition,  of  the 
but  because  it  seemed  plausible  to  suppose  that,  during  the  ^  ^  *' 
life-time  of  the  expelled  tyrant,  the  patricians  would  avoid 
everything  that  could  create  discontent  among  the  pie* 
beians  and  make  them  regret  the  monarchy.  It  was  there- 
fore assumed  that,  as  soon  as  Tarquin  died,  the  systematic 
oppression  began  which  drove  the  plebeians  to  resistance 
and  mutiny.     It  is  hardly  necessaxy  to  remark  that  this 
calculation  is  very  fiimsy ;  that  too  little  time  is  given  for 
the  sudden  cruelty  of  the  patricians  to  produce  an  effect, 
and  that,  after  all,  even  the  date  of  the  death  of  Tarquin 
18  quite  uncertain.     On  the  whole,  the  chronology  of  this 
period  is  in  a  state  of  confusion  from  which  no  ingenuity 
is  likely  ever  to  rescue  it.^ 

The  locality  where  the  insurgent  plebs  assembled,  and  The  place 
where  peace  was  concluded  with  the  patricians,  is  perhaps  *^f  ^®  '^** 

»  Compare  Sb  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility,  ii.  76.    Schwegler,  Bom,  Gctoh,,  ii. 
98,  206.    Mommseo,  Bom,  G^scK,  L  273;  English  translatiop,  270. 
VOL.  I.  L 
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a  matter  of  indifference  in  the  history  of  the  secession. 
But  it  awakens  an  uncomfortable  feeling,  when  we  find 
that,  while  the  received  traditions  mention  the  so-called 
Sacred  Hill  beyond  the  river  Anio  as  the  place  in  question, 
the  Aventine  is  also  named,^  and  indeed  both  hills  at  once.' 
These  variations  show  a  want  of  certainty  in  the  tradition, 
which  is  the  more  striking  as  the  Sacred  Hill  is  said  to 
have  derived  its  name  from  the  solemn  treaty  of  peace 
which  was  concluded  there,  and  as  it  must  have  been 
connected  with  this  peace  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 

The  statements  of  the  number  of  tribunes  chosen  in 
the  beginning  vary  between  two  and  five,*  and  it  is  not 
possible  to  decide  which  is  the  most  authentic.  The 
internal  probability  is  in  favour  of  two  plebeian  tribunes, 
because  they  were  in  some  manner  opposed  to  the  two 
patrician  consuls ;  but  a  few  years  later  the  board  of  the 
tribunes  consisted  of  five  members,  and  we  cannot  learn 
how  the  number  was  raised  from  two  to  five.* 

The  question  which  presents  the  greatest  difficulty  is 
that  of  the  mode  of  election  of  the  first  tribunes.  To  this 
question  even  the  ancients  could  give  no  satisfactory 
answer.  In  the  absence  of  any  real  evidence  and  authentic 
tradition,  we  are  thrown  back  upon  conjecture,  and  every 
form  of  election  has  been  proposed  in  succession.  The 
question,  it  is  true,  relates  only  to  the  short  period  firom 
493  to  472,  and  it  is,  on  the  whole,  of  but  small  importance ; 
but  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  we  should  not  en- 
deavour to  answer  it.  For  our  own  part  we  have  a  decided 
conviction  that  the  plebeians  alone  in  their  purely  plebeian 
assemblies — ^the  comitia  tributa — could  elect  their  legal 
chiefs  and  protectors.* 

■  By  the  annalist  Piso,  according  to  Livy,  ii.  32. 

«  By  Cicero,  De  Rep.,  ii.  33,  68. 

»  Cicero,  De  Rep,,  ii.  34,  59.  Livy.ii.  33.  Zonaraa,  vii.  15.  Dionysius,  vi. 
89.    Plutarch,  Coriolan.,  7.    Asconius  in  Cicero's  Cornel.,  p.  76 ;  Orell. 

*  See  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gettch.,  ii.  271,  Anm.  1. 

»  The  difficulty  which  seems  to  lie  in  the  nature  of  the  Publilian  law,  will 
be  discussed  when  we  come  to  treat  of  that  law.  It  is,  however,  by  no  means 
improbable  that  the  first  election  of  tribunos  on  the  Sacr*»d  Hill  was  rather 
irregular.    On  the  other  hand,  we  know  that  lawful  comitia  tributa  could  be 
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The  distress  of  the  plebeian  debtors  is  almost  universally     CHAP. 

given '  as  the  occasion  of  the  insurrection.     This  distress  .^   / * 

is  painted  in  the  most  glaring  colours.  One  would  think  Cause  of 
the  plebs  had  been  only  a  mass  of  insolvent  debtors,  and  ^^®  ^®^®*" 
that  they  had  reached  the  last  stage  of  economical  decay. 
"We  may  ask,  how  could  such  distress  arise  so  suddenly  P 
If  wars  undermined  the  prosperity  of  the  peasants,  how 
could  the  patricians  escape  the  consequences?  Where 
could  they  get  the  money  for  the  loans  ?^  Bome  was  not 
a  commercial  town,  and  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  republic 
there  was  no  artificial  measure  of  value,  excepting  the 
heavy  copper  money,  so  that  extensive  money  loans  cannot 
be  thought  of.*  Nor  can  the  debts  of  the  plebeians  be 
attributed,  as  has  often  been  attempted,*  to  the  pressure  of 
taxation.  For,  in  the  first  place,  as  already  remarked, 
money  taxes  were  at  that  time  either  unknown,  or  very 
trifling,  and,  in  the  second  place,  it  can  hardly  be  imagined 
that  the  burden  of  taxation,  if  it  existed,  rested,  as  has 
been  supposed,  entirely  on  the  shoulders  of  the  poor.* 
This  woidd  have  been  in  direct  opposition  to  the  principle 
of  the  constitution  of  centuries,  according  to  which  the 

held  outside  the  town,  as  we  hear  of  Buch  assemblies  in  the  camp  at  a  later 
period.— Livy,  vii.  16. 

'  Especially  by  modem  writers  (see  Schwegler,  Rom.  Geseh.^  ii.  209. 
Hommsen,  Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  273;  English  translation,  278.  Lange,  Räm. 
AUerthümer,  i.  434.  Compare  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early  Roman 
History,  ii.  76). 

*  Schwegler  {Rom.  Gesch.,  ii.  211)  justly  observes  that  the  tradition  gives 
us  no  information  as  to  the  sources  of  the  wealth  of  the  patricians. 

■  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis  {Credibility,  ii.  87)  says,  *  It  is  difficult  for  us  to  conceive 
a  state  of  society  in  which  the  poor  are  borrowers  on  a  large  scale.'  See  also 
Fustel  de  Coulanges,  La  CitS  Antique,  p.  342. 

*  Livy,  ii.  23. 

*  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  more  heartless  system  of  legal  oppression 
than  that  which  has  been  ascribed  to  the  patricians  (Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch., 
ii.  108,  210,  453).  The  tributum,  or  war  tax,  it  has  been  said,  was  only  assessed 
on  landed  property.  Now  the  patricians  haid  comparatively  little  property  in 
land,  the  greater  part  of  their  wealth  consisting  in  public  lands  which  they  had 
in  '  occupation.'  These  lands  were  free  from  the  tributum,  which  fell,  accord- 
ingly, the  more  heavily  on  the  shoulders  of  the  plebeians.  Moreover,  the  debts 
of  the  plebeians  were  not  deducted  from  the  capital  for  which  they  were 
assessed.  They  had  to  pay  taxes  even  for  those  parts  of  their  property  which 
were  taken  possession  of  by  patricians  for  unpaid  debts,  and  they  were  liable 

L  2 
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BOOK     heavieflt  boi^dens  of  war  had  to  be  supported  by   the 
^,_  ^}'  _ .  wealthier  chisses.* 

Difficulties  Supposing,  however,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  plebeians 
ofthp  at  that  time  were  hopelessly  languishing  under  the  op- 
pression of  their  debts,  and  had  in  consequence  lost  their 
property,  and  practically  their  freedom,  is  it  probable  that 
the  Boman  legions  were  formed  of  such  men,  who  had  still 
on  their  backs  and  hands  traces  of  the  stripes  and  chains 
of  filavery  ?  And,  if  even  this  were  granted,  can  we  imagine 
the  Boman  senate  insane  enough  to  propose  casting  again 
into  debtors'  prisons  these  men,  who  had  carried  arms 
against  the  enemies  of  their  country  and  had  conquered 
in  the  field  ?  The  evident  contradictions  are  multiplied  at 
every  step,  as  we  proceed  in  examining  the  traditional  story. 
But  if  we  were  to  try  to  get  nearer  the  truth  by  moderating 
the  exaggerations,  we  should  still  go  astray.  For  not 
only  is  it  the  excess  of  the  misery  of  the  plebeians  which 
challenges  our  doubt,  but  we  must  question  whether  it 
was  distress  for  debt  at  all  that  caused  the  insurrection. 
This  doubt  is  justified,  first,  by  the  circumstance  that, 
at  the  reconciliation  of  the  two  hostile  parties,  there  is 
nothing  said  of  removing  the  causes  which  are  supposed  to 
have  produced  the  distress ;'  and,  secondly,  by  the  fiict,  that 
nevertheless,  from  this  time  forward  up  to  the  burning  of 
Borne  by  the  Gauls,  nothing  is  said  of  any  indebtedness  of 
the  plebeians.  The  severe  laws  of  debt  we  find  unmodified 
in  the  Twelve  Tables.  It  is  therefore  not  likely,  nor  is  it 
recorded,  that  the  plebeians,  at  the  time  of  their  secession, 

to  pay  when  they  were  in  the  debt(>n*  prison.  This  system  of  taxation  is  s 
refinement  of  injustice  and  cruelty,  worse  than  that  under  which  the  unhappy 
Jews  had  to  suffer  in  the  most  barbarous  countries  of  mediaeval  Europe.  Is  it 
possible  to  imagine  snch  a  system  ever  to  have  been  tolerated  by  the  men 
who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Boman  empire  by  their  undaunted  courage  and 
discipliDe  ? 

'  Liyy,  i.  43 :  *  Hisec  omnia  in  dites  a  pauperioribus  inclinata  onera.' 
*  Dionysius  (vL  83),  it  is  true,  mentions  an  abolition  of  then  existing  debts, 
which  would  have  been,  if  not  a  remedy  of  the  evil,  at  least,  a  tempozanr 
boon;  but  Livy  does  not  even  allude  to  this,  and  Cicero  speaks  expressly 
Against  it  (De  R«p.y  ii.  34):  '  Quo  turn  consilio  pnetermisso  (viz.  a  remission  (^ 
debts)  causa  populo  nata  est,  duobus  tribunis  plebis  per  aeditionem  creatis,  ut 
potentia  senatus  afque  auctoritas  minueretur.' 
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urged  the  abolition  of  these  laws,  and  we  cannot  under-     CHAP. 
stand  that  insolvency  was  the  cause  of  the  insurrection. 


The  true  cause  of  the  secession  can  therefore  only  be  True  cause 
looked  for  in  the  political  condition  of  the  plebs,'  as  above  ^^^^^ 
described,  and  not  to  any  extent  in  the  wretchedness  of 
their  economical  position.  Whatever  that  may  have  been, 
the  plebeians  were  de  facto  not  protected  by  the  law. 
They  were  subject  to  the  patrician  magistrates,  and  with* 
out  the  benefit  of  the  right  of  appeal.*  Those  of  them 
who  were  clients  had  a  claim  on  the  good-will  and  pro- 
tection of  tiieir  patrician  patrons,  but  this  claim  was  of 
no  avail  if  a  elicit  wanted  redress  against  his  patron 
himself.  It  was  evident  that  the  plebeians  stood  in  need 
of  official  patrons,  who  should,  by  virtue  of  their  office, 
guard  their  rights,  and  interfere  in  their  favour  whenever 
they  had  to  complain  of  injustice. 

As  to  the  character  of  the  office  of  tribune  of  the  people.  Position 
which  arose  out  of  the  secession,  we  are  on  the  whole  well  plebeian 
informed.*    The  tribunes  of  the  people  were  so  essentially  tpibonee. 
different  from  aU  the  other   magistrates,  that,  strictly 
speaking,  they  could  hardly  be  called  magistrates  at  all. 
They  were  originally  nothing  but  the  official  counsel  of 
the  plebs — ^but  counsel  who  possessed  a  veto  on  the  execu- 
tion of  any  command  or  any  sentence  of  the  patrician 
authorities. 

The  tribune  of  the  people  had  no  military  force  at  his  Their 
disposal  with  which  to  inforce  his  veto.  He  had  nothing  ^^^^  ° 
to  do  with  the  army  or  war,  and  was  entirely  a  civil  officer. 
Only  his  official  servants,  who  were  armed  neither  with 
the  < fasces'  nor  with  the  axes  of  the  consular  lictors, 
obeyed  his  commands.  There  is  no  more  striking  proof  of 
the  high  respect  for  law,  which  was  inherent  in  the  Boman 

*  As  expressed  by  Cicero  (fragm.  pro  Comdio) :  '  Propter  nimiam  domina- 
tionem  potentium;*  and  bv  Sallust  (fragm.  ffistor.  i.  214,  Gerlach):  *Iniim» 
Taiidiormn  et  ob  eas  diacessio  plebis  a  patribiiB  aliaequ«  dissensiones  domi 
fQere  iam  a  principio/  etc. 

'  This  right  belonged  to  the  patricians  alone  ;  see  the  Authoi's  article  *  On 
the  Origin  and  Original  Functions  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  People/  in  the 
Bkeimtckei  Museum,  1866,  p.  166. 

'  See  the  article  quoted  in  the  preceding  note. 
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exercise  functions  specially  directed  against  the  governing 
class  and  their  interests,  without  encountering,  more  fre- 
quently than  the  tribunes   did,    the  force  and  violent 
resistance  of  their  political  opponents. 
Their  per-       To  strengthen  an  official  authority  which  was  so  much 
TidaViUty.  ^^^^g  ^  physical  strength,  the  Romans  availed  them- 
selves of  the  terrors  of  religion,  which  was  always  appealed 
to  when  the  limits  of  secular  authority  were  reached. 
The  tribunes  were  accordingly  placed  under  the  speciRj 
protection  of  the  Deity.     They  were  declared  to  be  con- 
secrated and  inviolable  {sacrosancti)^  and  whoever  attacked 
them,  or  hindered  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  fonctions, 
fell  a  victim  to  the  avenging  Deity,  and  might  be  killed 
by  anyone  without  fear  of  punishment.    Such  an  arrange- 
ment, which  aims  at  making  a  breach  of  the  peace  lavrful, 
which  places  the  observance  of  political  order  under  the 
guarantee  of  open  violence,  is,  in  spite  of  all  religious  forms 
and  sanctions  applied  to  it,  an  open  wound  which  never 
heals,  and  is  harmless  only  so  long  as  the  body  on  the 
whole  remains  healthy  and  strong,  but  which,  in  case  of 
sickness,  is  easily  inflamed  and  endangers  the  whole  com- 
munity. 
Practical         The  tribuneship,  by  being  placed  from  the  very  begin- 
the  office.    ^^^S  a^bove  all  laws  by  reason  of  the  extraordinary  reli- 
gious protection  which  it  enjoyed,  served  as  a  powerful 
engine  for  the  progressive  development  of  the  constitu- 
tion.    The  reign  of  freedom  must  always  be  preceded  by 
the  removal  of  restrictions,  disabilities,  privileges,  mono- 
polies, and  aU  sorts  of  bad  laws  by  which  the  legislators 
of  a  rude  age  have  endeavoured  to  repress  the  natural 
instinct  of  men  for  freedom  and  equality,  in  behalf  of 
a  ruling  class,  under  the  pretext  of  maintaining  order, 
religion,  and  prosperity.     The  tribunes  of  the  people  had 
a  most  arduous  task  assigned  to  them.     They  had  to 
remove  the  legal  inequalities  among  the  two  classes  of 
citizens,  caused  by  the  gulf  which  separated  the  con- 
querors from  the  conquered.     They  succeeded  in  accom- 
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plishing  this  object  after  ages  of  political  contests,  for     CHAP, 
-which  a  parallel  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  development  , — ^ — . 


their 
power. 


of  the  English  constitution.  But,  when  their  work  was 
done,  they  did  not  retire.  The  tribuneship,  established 
for  the  protection  of  the  helpless  plebeians,  was  not 
abolished,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  when  the  plebeians 
had  risen  to  perfect  equality  with  the  patricians.  It 
continued  to  exist,  completely  changed  in  its  nature, 
though  but  little  in  its  external  form,  and  contributed 
materially  to  undermine  the  republic  and  re-establish  a 
monarchy. 

Li  the  first  years  of  the  existence  of  their  office  the  Earlier 
tribunes  naturally  kept  within  modest  limits.     All  the  ^e"^^*^ 
stories  of  tribunician  accusations  and  condemnations  in  tribunes. 
the  period  immediately  following  the  secession,  related  by 
liivy  and  Dionysius,  are  inventions  of  a  much  later  period, 
and  represent  the  tribunes  as  invested  with  powers  which, 
in  those  early  days,  they  did  not  possess.* 

But>  in  the  legal  protection  of  the  plebs,  which  the  Growth  of 
tribunes  maintained  by  the  right  of  intercession  against 
all  the  official  acts  of  the  magistrates,  the  germ  of  their 
future  power  lay  concealed.  It  was  evident  that,  if  they 
could  protect  a  single  plebeian  from  the  consequences  of 
a  general  order,  their  interference  in  reality  nullified  that 
general  order.  Their  mode  of  proceeding,  therefore,  soon 
changed  from  affording  protection  in  single  instances  to 
interposing  a  veto  on  political  acts  of  the  magistrates  and 
of  the  senate.  In  their  hands  grew  up  a  power  of  stop- 
ping every  public  functionary  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
and  in  fact  of  making  all  government  impossible — a  power 
which,  like  that  of  refusing  the  supplies  to  a  ministry, 
should  operate  only  as  a  threat,  and  not  really  be  put  into 
practice.  Nor  did  the  tribunes  exercise  it  without  modera- 
tion, and  thus  the  establishment  of  this  magistracy  con- 
tributed materially  to  advance  the  development  of  the 
constitution. 

*  See  the  Author's  article '  On  the  Tribunes  of  the  People/  in  the  Bhein%8ch€$ 
Museum,  1866,  p.  161  ff. 
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If  it  is  difficult  to  gain  clear  views  as  to  the  condition 
of  Bome  in  the  regal  period,  these  difficulties,  and  the 
obscurity  arising  out  of  them,  increase  as  soon  as  we  turn 
our  eje  awaj  from  Bome  to  the  neighbouring  country, 
and  endeavour  to  examine  the  internal  condition  of  Latium 
as  well  as  its  relations  to  Bome. 

Soon  after  the  foundation  of  Bome,  the  legendary  city 
of  Alba  Longa,  the  old  capital  of  the  Latin  league,  was 
destroyed.  From  that  time  it  lay  in  tuins,  out  of  which, 
to  the  present  day,  it  has  never  risen.  As  the  common 
sanctuaiy  of  the  Latins,  there  remained  standing  the 
temple  of  the  Latin  Jupiter,  on  the  summit  of  the  Alban 
hill,  visible  from  every  part  of  the  plain«  There  was  cele- 
brated at  this  spot  an  annual  festival  of  all  the  assembled 
Latins,  which  preserved  the  memory  of  their  original 
union,  and  of  their  descent  from  one  common  stock.  There 
were  also  other  religious  centres  in  Latium,  which  perhaps 
point  to  stDl  older  leagues ;  for  instance,  the  sanctuary  of 
the  Lares  and  Penates  at  Lavinium.^  From  the  beginning 
of  the  Boman  republic  the  sacred  grove  at  Aricia  appears 
to  have  been  the  meeting-place  of  the  Latin  peoples.' 
Authentic  accounts  as  to  the  details  of  this  league  are 
wanting.  The  most  probable  conjecture  is,  that  for  a 
time  dictators  were  at  the  head  as  commanders  of  the 


*  See  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  817. 

'  Probably  in  the  Dianium,  or  sanctuary  of  Diana,  of  which  Cato  pnmerted 
the  deed  of  consecration.    Friscian,  iv.  4,  21,  p.  629.    See  aboTOr  p«  97,  Aot«. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  LATTK  LEAGUE.  153 

leagfae,'    and  that   they  afterwards  gave  place   to  two     chap. 
annuallj-elected  prsetors.'    Still  it  was  in  the  nature  of  ^,  ™'  -> 


this,  as  of  eretj  international  league,  that  the  individual 
inembers  enjoyed  more  or  less  independent  action  in  pro- 
p<»tk>n  to  their  size  and  strength,  and  that  the  security 
and  power  of  the  league  were  weajcened  in  consequence. 

It  was  precisely  during  the  time  which  followed  the  Causes  of 
ei^ulsion  of  the  kings  from  Borne  that  this  weakness  iJ^^^hr^ 
became  highly  dangerous.  According  to  all  appearances,  league. 
sereral  nations  of  central  Italy  at  that  period  left  their 
seats  among  the  mountains,  and  moved  southward  and 
towards  the  coast.  The  noiemory  of  these  migrations  has 
been  preserved  in  the  legend  of  the  ^  sacred  spring.'  In 
hard  times,  under  the  pressure  of  war,  failure  of  the  crops, 
and  sickness,  the  inhabitants  of  the  moxmtains,  we  are  told,' 
used  to  vow  that  they  would  dedicate  to  the  gods  all  that 
was  born  in  the  ensuing  spring«  For  the  fulfilment  of 
this  vow  the  firstlings  of  Cattle  were  ofPered ;  but  the 
children,  after  a  ninnber  of  years,  when  they  were  grown 
up,  were  sent  out  of  the  country  to  find  a  new  home  for 
themselves.  By  such  emigrations  central  and  southern 
Italy  was  almost  all  conquered  by  the  Sabine  nations.  The 
iBquians  advanced  towards  the  east  of  Latium,  the 
Volsdans  towards  the  south.  These  two  nations  were,  from 
this  time  forward  up  to  the  Gallic  invasion,  the  constant 
enemies  of  the  Latins  and  of  the  Somans. 

It  was  therefore  very  natural  that  the  latter  nations  League 
should  form  for  their  mutual  protection  an  offensive  and  ^^p^®®" 
defensive  league.     Such  a  league  the  legend  refers  even  to  Homans 
the  time  of  Servius  Tullius.  But  now,  for  the  first  time,  do  iltins.* 
we  meet  with  traditions  respecting  it  which  deserve  credit.^ 
It  is  said  that  in  the  year  of  the  secession  a  league  was 
conduded  between  the  Eomans  and  Latins  which  the 
Consul  Sp.  Cassius  negotiated  for  Borne.  It  stipulated  that 

*  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  ii.  291.  »  Liry,  riii.  S. 

*  Diojiysius»  i,  10;  ii.  I.    Paul  Diac.,  fl.  r.  vet  sacrum,  p.  379  ed.  Müller. 
Serrins,  sd  Viig.  JEn.,  vii.  796. 

^  On  the  alleged  doeoment  oontaining  the  origiDal  terms  of  the  league,  See 
above,  p.  70,  with  n.  1. 
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BOOK     there   should  be  everlasting  peace  between  Borne    and 
^"    »  —^  Latinm,  and  that  the  two  nations  should  assist  one  another 
in  defensive  wars.   There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  lea.^ue 
really  existed,  though  we  know  nothing  with  certainty  of 
the  details  of  the  treaty  than  what  has  just  been  mentioned.* 
0  It  was  the  first  great  political  act  of  the  Boman  senate, 

which  always  conducted  its  foreign  policy  with  wisdom  and 
firmness.  By  this  league  a  bulwark  was  erected  between 
Borne  and  the  Sabellian  nations,  which,  it  is  true,  was  re- 
peatedly broken  through  in  the  course  of  the  everlasting 
wars,  and  could  only  be  i-epaired  vrith  diflSculty  by  the 
combined  powers  of  the  allied  nations,  but  which  generally 
kept  the  ravages  of  war  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Bome,  and  finally  rendered  it  possible  for  the  Bomans  to 
change  their  position  of  allies  to  that  of  masters  over  the 
exhausted  and  divided  Latins.  This  result  was  brought 
about  by  the  great  losses  sustained  in  the  wars  by  the 
Latin  towns.  When  the  alliance  was  formed,  the  league 
of  the  Latin  towns  was  unbroken,  and  they  were  able  to 
treat  with  Bome  on  an  equal  footing.  But  the  losses  in 
the  course  of  the  war  were  only  on  the  side  of  the  Latins. 
The  Latin  towns  conquered  by  the  Yolscians  and  ^quians 
were  lost  to  the  Latin  league ;  on  the  other  hand,  all 
territories  re-conquered  by  the  united  efforts  of  the 
Bomans  and  their  Latin  allies,  were  not  simply  restored 
to  the  latter,  but  in  part  claimed  as  the  share  of  Bome. 
Thus  the  Latin  league  led  the  way  to  that  dominion  of 
Bome  over  Latium  which  existed  for  a  long  time  de  facto 
before  the  great  Latin  war  (338  b.c.)  caused  it  to  be 
formally  acknowledged. 
Admission  The  league  between  Bome  and  Latium  was  soon  joined 
Hernicans  ^7  *^®  kindred  race  of  the  Hemicans.  The  territory 
to  the  of  this  people  lay  further  in  the  eastern  mountains  in 
eague.  ^^^  valley  of  the  Trerus,  and  was  threatened  on  one  side 
by  the  -älquians,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Volscians.  The 
league  with  them  is  said  to  have  been  concluded  on  the 

»  Schwegler  {Rom.  Gesch.,  ii.  307)  has  eudeavoured  to  restore  the  lost  para- 
graphs of  the  Cassian  treaty,  but  has  wasted  his  ingenuity  and  learning. 
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same  terms  as  with  Latium.     Dionysius  relates  that  the     CHAP, 
conclusion  of  the  league  was  preceded  by  a  war  and  a   .-    , '    ^ 


victory  over  the  Hemicans.^  This  is  not  at  all  likely  to 
have  been  the  real  com«e  of  events.  If  the  Hemicans  had 
been  conquered,  they  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  join 
the  Boman  alliance  on  an  equal  footing  as  an  independent 
nation.  But  it  was  a  usual  practice  with  the  Boman 
annalists  (a  practice  with  which  we  shall  become  sufficiently 
acquainted  as  we  proceed)  to  suppose  that  it  was  beneath 
the  dignity  of  Borne  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  except  after  a  preceding  victory.  As  regards  the 
Hemicans,  the  story  goes  on  to  relate  that  two  thirds  of 
their  territory  were  taken  from  them.*  This  statement  is 
a  palpable  perversion  or  misunderstanding  of  a  stipulation 
of  the  treaty  between  the  Bomans,  Latins,  and  Hemicans, 
by  which  each  of  the  three  nations  was  to  receive  one  third 
of  the  booty  made  in  war,  and  therefore  also  of  the  con- 
quered land. 

The  league  of  the  three  peoples  existed  as  long  as  any  Duration 
serious  danger  threatened  on  the  side  of  the  Volscians  Wue. 
and  ^quians.     When  this  danger  disappeared,  and  Bome 
had  grown  strong,  it  was  transformed  into  the  acknow- 
ledged dominion  of  Bome. 

*  BionysiiiB  fllls  seyeral  chapters  (viii.  64-69)  with  a  detailed  account  of  this 
war.    Liyy  (ii.  40)  refers  to  it  with  two  words, '  Hemici  devicti.' 
'  Liyy,  ii  41. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE   WAAS   WITH   THE  TOLSCIAJTS* 


BOOH     The  foreign  history  of  Borne  in  the  first  century  of  the 

>-    ,' »   republic  is  one  unbroken  series  of  waxs  with  the  neigh- 

The  early  bouring  peoples  on  the  north,  east,  and  south  of  Latiom.^ 
ware  of  the  The  descriptions  of  these  wars  which  we  read  in  livy  and 
Dionysius  bear  the  stamp  of  unscrupulous  fiction  to  such 
an  extent  that  a  critical  examination  of  them  would  be 
hardly  profitable.  They  are  full  of  reports  of  the  most 
heroic  victories,  of  evident  and  palpable  repetitions  and 
inventions,  of  mendacious  boasting,  and  of  attempts  to 
conceal  the  reverses  which  Some  and  her  allies  had  to 
suffer.  If  we  may  trust  the  stories  of  the  annalists,  as  far  as 
they  describe  the  general  features  of  these  wars,  we  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that,  for  the  most  part,  they  consisted 
of  a  succession  of  plundering  excursions,  in  laying  waste 
the  open  country,  and  in  similar  enterprises,  which  the 
unpaid  citizen  soldiers  could  accomplish  at  that  time  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks  of  summer. 

But  the  effect  of  such  annual  warfare,  even  on  a  small 
scale,  must  have  been  very  harassing  and  ruinous.  It  is 
evident,  even  from  the  fragmentary  and  partial  reports  of 
the  Roman  annalists,  that  the  ^quians,  and  still  more  the 
Volscians,  gradually  gained  ground  and  conquered  several 
of  the  towns  of  the  Boman  allies ;  that  the  war  on  several 
occasions  visited  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Rome ; 
and  that,  finally,  after  the  complete  dissolution  of  the 
Latin  league,  a  great  portion  of  Latium  was  re-conquered 
by,  and  thus  became  dependent  on,  Rome. 

»  See  Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch.,  ii.  716  ff. 


Constant 
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their 
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The  memory  of  these  wars  was  preserved  among  the     CHAP. 


IV. 


Boman  people  bj  several  legends,  which  the  annalists  en- 
deavoured to  trauBform  into  history,  and  to  bring  into  ^j^^ 
harmony  with  their  narratives.     The  most  celebrated  are  stories  of 
those  of  Coriolanus  and  Cincixmatvis«    They  show  clearly  and  Cio- 
what  degree  of  belief  the  Eoman  history  of  this  time  ««»*t"»- 
deserves,  and  for  this  reason  we  select  them  for  a  more 
detailed  examination. 

The  legend  of  Ooriolanns  runs  as  follows : — In  the  year  How  the 
after  the  secession  of  the  plebs  (492  B.o,)  there  was  a  j^p*"g^f. 
&mine  in  Borne ;   for,  dmring  the   civU  contention,  the  fered  from 
plebeians  had  not  cultivated  their  own  lands,  and  they  dl^rth^* 
had  laid  waste  the  fields  of  their  adversaries.    There  was 
therefore  great  distress  among  the  poor  plebeians,  and  they 
would  have  Mien  victims  to  hunger  if  the  consuls  had 
not  bought  com  in  Etruria  at  the  cost  of  the  state,  and 
distributed  it  to  the  starving  people.     But  even  this  was 
not  sufficient,  and  the  people  suffered  great  want,  till  com 
arrived  from  Sicily,  which  Dionysius,  the  Lord  of  Syracuse, 
sent  as  a  present  to  the  Bomans. 

There  was  at  that  time  in  Bome  a  brave  patrician,  whose  How 
name  was  Caiu3  Marcius.    He  had  conquered  the  town  ^^^^^^^^^ 
of  Corioli  in  the  preceding  year,  when  the  Bomans  were  crush  the 
carrying  on  war  with  the  Volscians,  and  for  this  reason  ^  ®  "' 
his  fellow-soldiers  had  given  him  the  surname  Coriolanus. 
This  man  set  himself  stoutly  against  the  plebeians,  for  he 
hated  them  because  they  had  won  the  tribuneship  from 
the  senate«     He,  therefore,  now  advised  that  the  com 
should  not  be  divided,  unless  the  plebeians  would  surrender 
their  newly  acquired  right  and  abolish  the  office  of  the 
tribunes. 

When  the  plebeians  heard  this,  they  were  enraged  Howh«» 
against  him,  and  wanted  to  kill  him.    But  the  tribunes  f^b^e^^ 
protected  him  from  the  fury  of  the  crowd,  and  accused  him  and  was 
before  the  assembly  of  the  people  of  having  broken  the    "*^ 
peace  which  had  been  sworn  between  the  classes,  and  of 
having  violated  the  sacred  laws.     But  Coriolanus  mocked 
the  people  and  the  tribunes,  and  showed  haughty  defiance 
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BOOK     and  presumptuous  pride.     Therefore,  as  he  did  not  appear 
.      -  before  the  people  assembled  to  try  his  case,  he  was  con- 
demned, and  left  Borne  as  an  exile,  swearing  that  he  would 
be  rcTcnged  on  his  enemies. 
How  he  As  the  Yolscians  were  then  living  in  peace  and  in  friend- 

^^ith*"^  ship  with  Eome,  Coriolanus  went  to  Antium,  and  lived 
AttiQB  there  as  the  guest  of  Attius  TuUius,  the  most  respected 
stir  up  t^e  ^^^  *^®  most  influential  man  among  the  Volscians.  And 
Voisciaos  the  two  men  consulted  together  how  they  might  excite 
^nans.  ^  the  Yolscians  to  make  war  on  the  Eomans.  At  this  time 
the  great  games  were  celebrated  in  Bome,  in  honour  of 
Jupiter ;  and  a  great  number  of  Volscians  came  to  Bome 
to  see  the  games.  Then  Attius  Tullius  went  secretly  to 
the  consuls,  and  advised  them  to  take  care  that  his 
countrymen  did  not  break  the  peace  during  the  festivities. 
When  the  consuls  heard  this,  they  sent  heralds  through 
the  town,  and  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed  that  all  Volscians 
should  leave  the  town  before  night.  Astonished  at  this 
unexpected  order,  and  exasperated  at  the  outrage  to  their 
nation,  the  Volscians  proceeded  in  a  body  to  return  home 
by  the  Latin  road.  This  road  led  past  the  spring  of 
Ferentina,  where  at  one  time  the  Laiins  used  to  hold  their 
councils.  Here  Attius  was  waiting  for  his  countrymen, 
and  excited  them  against  Bome,  saying  that  they  had 
been  shut  out  unjustly  from  sharing  in  the  sacred  fes- 
tivities, as  if  they  had  been  guilty  of  sacrilege,  or  were  not 
worthy  to  be  treated  as  allies  and  friends  by  the  Boman 
people.  Thus  the  war  with  Bome  was  decided  on,  and  as 
commanders  the  Volscians  chose  Attius  Tullius  and  C. 
Marcius  Coriolanus.  These  set  out  with  a  large  army, 
and  conquered  in  one  campaign  Circeii,  Satricum,  Longula, 
Polusca,  Corioli,  Lavinium  (the  holy  city  of  the  Penates), 
Corbio,  Vitellia,  Trebium,  Lavici,  and  Pedum.  No  Boman 
army  ofFered  any  resistance  in  the  field. 
How  the  Thus  the  Volscians  at  last  advanced  to  Bome,  and  en- 

marehed'     Camping  near  the  Fossa  Cluilia,  five  miles  from  the  town, 
tx>ward8      they  laid  waste  the  lands  of  the  plebeians  round  about. 
™^'        Then  the  Bomans  were  seized  with  despair,  and  scarcely 
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redlining  courage  to  defend  the  walls  of  the  town,  did  not  CHAP, 
dare  to  advance  against  the  Volscians,  or  fight  them  in  ,^. — ^ — . 
the  field.  They  looked  for  deliverance  only  from  the 
mercy  and  generosity  of  their  conquerors,  and  sent  the 
principal  senators  as  ambassadors  to  Coriolanus,  to  sue 
for  peace.  But  Coriolanus  answered  that,  unless  the 
Bomana  should  restore  to  the  Volscians  all  the  conquered 
towns,  peace  could  not  be  thought  of.  When  the  same 
ambassadors  came  a  second  time,  to  ask  for  more  favour- 
able conditions,  Coriolanus  would  not  even  see  them. 
Thereupon  the  chief  priests  appeared  in  their  festive 
robes  and  with  the  sacred  signs  of  their  ofiSce,  and 
tried  to  calm  the  anger  of  Coriolanus.  But  they  strove 
in  vain.  At  last  the  noblest  Boman  matrons  came  to 
Veturia,  the  mother  of  Coriolanus,  and  to  Volumnia  his 
wife,  and  persuaded  them  to  accompany  them  into  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  with  their  prayers  and  tears  to 
save  the  town,  which  the  men  could  not  protect  with  their 
arms. 

Now  when  the  procession  of  Boman  matrons  approached  How  the 
the  Volscian  camp,  and  Coriolanus  recognised  his  mother,  ^„quered 
his  wife,  and  his  little  children,  his  heart  softened,  and  he  CorioU- 
heard  the  entreaties  of  the  matrons,  fell  on  the  neck  of 
his  mother  and  of  his  beloved  wife,  and  granted  their 
request.     He  immediately  led  the  army  of  the  Volscians 
away  from  Some,  and  gave  back  all  the  conquered  towns. 
But  he  never  returned  to  Eome,  because  he  had  been 
banished  by  the  {)eople,  and  he  closed  his  life  in  exile 
among  the  Volscians. ' 

Oritical  Examination  of  the  Story  of  Coriolanus, 

If  we  examine  the  particulars  of  the  foregoing  narrative.  This  nar- 
we  find  that  no  single  feature  of  it  can  be  considered  ^tkeVuiT. 
historical,   and  that  it  consists   altogether    of  baseless  hwtorical. ' 
fictions  of  a  later  period,  which  betray  a  great  want  of 
skill  in  the  invention  of  a  probable  narrative,  and  even 
ignorance  of  the  institutions  and  manners  of  the  Boman 
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BOOK     people.^    The  eonquest  of  Corioli  is  evidenÜj  invented  only 


n 


to  aeconnt  for  the  name  Coriolaniu.    In  the  first  place  it 
does  not  fit  into  the  historical  account  of  the  Yolscian 
war ;  *  and,  in  the  second  place,  we  know  that  snmames 
taken  fi:t>m  conquered  towns  or  coontries  came  into  use  at 
a  much  later  period  among  the  Bomans«     For  the  whole 
of  the  alleged  history  of  the  campaign  in  which  Corioli  is 
reported  to  have  been  conquered,  the  annalists,  as  Livy 
himself  admits,'  had  no  positive  testimony*    They  found 
only  the  name  of  one  consul  of  498  bX).,  viz«  that  of  Sp. 
Cassias,  in  the  treaty  which  at  that  time  was  concluded 
.     ,     with  Latixmi.     They  inferred  firom  this  that  the  other 
consul  must  probably  have  been  absent  in  some  war. 
They  therefore  made  him  carry  on  the  war  with  the 
Yolscians,  and  effect  the  conquest  of  CoriolL    On  such 
4imsy  and  baseless  combinations  the  histoxy  of  ihe  wars 
of  that  time  is  made  to  rest, 
Tbe  inci-        The  alleged  famine  of  the  year  492  is  accounted  for  in 
f^ine.    ^  ^1^0  story  by  the  neglect  of  agriculture  on  the  part  of  the 
plebs,  during  the  secession  of  the  preceding  year.    But, 
according  to  Livy's  report,  the  secession  lasted  only  a  few 
days.    There  can,  therefore,  be  no  truth  in  the  presumed 
cause  of  the  famine.     The  story  of  the  buying-up  of  the 
com  for  the  relief  of  the  starving  people  is  taken  almost 
word  for  word  from  the  stories  relating  to  the  years  433 
and  411  b.g.^    And  so  thoughtless  and  ignorant  were  the 
Boman  annalists,  that  they  mentioned  as  the  benefactor 
of  the  distressed  Bomans  the  tyrant  Dionysius  of  Syra- 
cuse.   This  chronological  error  was  discovered  by  the 
learned  archseologist  Dionysius,   who  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  his  disreputable  namesake  of 
Syracuse,  to  suppose  that  he  could  have  sent  com  to  Bome 

"  See  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  qf  Early  Roman  History,  ii.  116  ff. 
Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.y  ii.  349  ff. 

«  See  Schwegler,  Rom,  Gesch,,  ii.  368. 

'  Liyy,  ii.  33  :  '  Nisi  foedus  cum  Latinis  colamna  enea  iosculptum  tnonmnento 
esset,  ab  Sp.  Cassio  uno,  quia  collega  afuerat,  ictum,  Postumum  Comioium 
bellum  gessisse  cum  Yolscis  memoria  eessisset.' 

*  Livy,  iv.  26,  62. 
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about  half  a  centary  before  he  was  bom.     He  therefore     CHAP. 

substitutes  Qelo  as  the  Greek  tyrant  who  is  said  to  have  ^ r^ — ' 

sent  the  com.  It  is  evident  that  the  removal  of  a  gross 
blunder  does  not  amount  to  positive  evidence,  and  the 
learning  and  ingenuity  of  Dionysins  are  therefore  thrown 
away. 

It  has  already  been  observed '  that  the  accusation  and  The  ban- 
sentence  of  Coriolanus  by  the  plebs,  almost  immediately  Corioia- 
after  the  first  election  of  tribunes,  was  impossible.     The  '^^^^• 
tribunes  had  for  a  long  time  no  other  function  than 
that  of  protecting  their  fellow-plebeians  from  the  unjust 
treatment  of  the  patrician  consuls.     The  plebeians,  who 
for  a  long  time  remained  in  a  dependent  and  oppressed 
condition,  had  as  yet  no  chance  of  exercising  a  power 
which  would  have  placed  at  their  mercy  every  patrician 
hostile  to  them. 

The  Yolscians  appear  in  the  annalistic  account  to  have  The 
been  at  war  with  Borne  in  the  year  493  b.o.,  and  to  have  and^tfio"* 
lost  the  town  of  Corioli.  At  the  time  of  the  banishment  Romans, 
of  Ck>riolanu8,  however,  in  the  following  year,  they  live 
in  profound  peace  with  Bome,  and  appear  in  great  num- 
bers at  the  Boman  games.  The  contradiction  implied 
in  this  Dionysius  attempted  to  remove  by  inventing  a 
temporary  truce  between  the  two  nations.'  The  impro- 
babilities of  the  story  are  most  palpable  in  the  nar- 
rative of  the  campaign  of  the  Yolscians  agaitist  Bome 
mider  the  command  of  Coriolanus.  According  to  Livy, 
the  Yolscians  conquered,  in  the  course  of  one  summer, 
twelve — and  according  to  Dionysius,  fourteen  —  Latin 
towns,  overran  the  whole  of  Latium,  and  penetrated  into 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Bome.  When  we  con- 
sider what  a  small  measure  of  success  usually  followed  a 
campaign ;  how  difficult,  even  in  the  time  of  their  un- 
disputed supremacy,  the  Bomans  found  it  to  reduce  a 
single  town,  it  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  a  miracle  that 
the  Yolscians  took  seven  towns,  as  Dionysius  says,  iu 

'  See  p.  161.  *  DionysiuB,  riii.  22. 
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BOOK  thirty  days.  And  not  less  wonderful  than  the  rapidity  of 
.•  _'  the  Volflcian  success,  is  the  complete  inactivity  of  the 
BomanSy  and  of  their  allies,  the  Latins,  who  were  at  other 
times  not  accustomed  to  look  on  calmly  when  enemies 
inyaded  their  country.  Attempts  have  been  made  to 
account  for  this  inactivity  by  the  civu  disputes  of  the 
Bomans,  as  if  these  disputes  during  the  many  years  of 
their  contiauance  had  ever  hindered  the  Bomans  fix>m 
oflFering  resistance  to  the  enemies  of  their  country.  But 
what  is  stiU  more  wonderful  than  the  rapid  conquest  of  so 
many  Latin  towns  by  the  Volscians,  is  the  ready  restora- 
tion of  them  to  the  Latins.  After  the  departure  of  Corio- 
lanus  the  possessions  of  the  Yolscians  and  of  the  Latins 
are  precisely  the  same  as  before;  all  the  conquests  of 
Coriolanus  have  melted  away  like  snow,  and  nothing  is 
left  for  us  in  explanation  of  this  extraordinary  event  but 
to  believe,  with  the  author  of  the  legend,  that  Coriolanus, 
at  the  request  of  his  mother,  retired  from  Bome,  and 
restored  all  his  conquests. 
The  latter  ^g  a  punishment  for  this  treachery,  which  the  Volscians, 
Ooriola-  as  it  appears,  were  obliged  to  submit  to,  they  were 
""*•  reported  to  have  cruelly  murdered  Coriolanus  at  the  end 

of  the  campaign.  Tet  another,  and  probably  older,  form 
of  the  legend  says  nothing  of  this  revenge,  but  allows  him 
to  attain  a  great  age  among  the  Yolscians,  and  to  lament 
his  banishment  from  his  fatherland.  The  simple-minded 
old  annalist  saw  nothing  unnatural  in  the  fact  that  a 
Boman  exue  should  restore  to  the  Bomans  towns  con- 
quered by  the  military  strength  of  the  Volscians. 
Origin  of  The  germ  from  which  the  whole  legend  sprang  is  the 
egen  .  ^^^^  ^f  ^^  g^ial  love  of  Coriolanus,  and  of  the  great 
authority  exercised  in  olden  times  by  Boman  matrons  over 
their  sons  and  husbands.  Now  it  is  not  beyond  the  range 
of  possibility  that,  at  one  time  or  other,  a  Boman  party 
leader,  expelled  in  one  of  the  numerous  civil  broils,  may 
have  joined  the  national  enemies,  and  may  have  been 
induced  by  the  tears  of  his  mother  and  wife  to  desist  from 
hostilities  against  his  native  city ;  but  the  storv  of  Corio- 
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lanus,  as  giyen  by  Livy  and  Dionysins,  relates   things     CHAP. 

utterly  impossible  in  Rome.     The  Eoman  senate  could  at  , _^: . 

no  time  have  dreamed  of  sending  an  embassy  of  priests 
to  ask  for  peace  from  a  public  enemy ;  still  less  can  we 
reconcile  a  deputation  of  matrons  with  what  we  know  of 
Soman  manners  and  law,  granting  even  that  such  a  depu- 
tation was  self-appointed,  and  not  formally  commissioned 
by  the  senate  to  act  for  the  Roman  people.  Such  mis- 
conceptions of  the  old  institutions  of  Rome  could  originate 
only  in  later  times,  when  people  had  vague  and  erroneous 
conceptions  of  the  laws  and  manners  of  a  bygone  age,  and 
when  fanciful  Greeks  had  begun  to  adorn  the  old  annals 
of  Rome  with  moral  tales  of  their  own  invention.^ 


If,  then,  there  is  nothing  historical  in  the  leerend  of  Details  of 

^  ^  the  Vol- 

Bcian  -wai'i«. 


Coriolanus,  it  can,  of  course,  throw  no  light  on  the  parti-      ®    ° 


culars  of  the  wars  with  the  Volscians.  That  these  wars,  in 
the  first  half  century  of  the  republic,  turned  out  more  and 
more  unfavourable  for  Rome  and  the  Latins,  is  quite 
erident  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  accounts  handed 
down  to  us,  in  spite  of  all  the  mendacious  reports  of 
victories.  The  light  of  truth  begins  to  dawn  even  through 
the  thick  mists  of  fiction.  At  the  time  when  the  oldest 
family  chronicles  were  composed,  it  was  not  yet  forgotten 
that  the  Volscians  had  often  defeated  the  Romans,  had 
conquered  many  Latin  towns,  and  threatened  even  Rome 
itself.  These  events  took  place  during,  and  no  doubt  in 
consequence  of,  the  internal  disputes  in  Rome  which 
preceded  the  decemvirate.  The  success  of  the  enemy, 
however,  was  in  the  legendary  accounts,  by  national  pride, 
attributed  to  Coriolanus,  a  native  Roman ;  and  thus,  per- 
haps, it  happened  that  all  the  Volscian  conquests  were 
condensed  into  the  history  of  one  campaign. 

*  Polybiufl  (iii.  20)  speaks  with  great  severity  of  the  foolish  and  ignorant 
Greeks  who  imported  their  wrong  notions  of  Eoman  manners  into  their  his- 
tories ;  for  instance,  the  statement  that  the  senators  were  wont  to  take  their 
BODS  from  the  age  of  twelre  upwards  with  them  into  the  senate.  Of  the  report»  ■ 
of  such  writers,  Polyhius  says  that  they  deserve  to  be  treated  like  gossip  picked 
up  in  barbers*  shops. 
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BOOK         Antiam,  a  town  on  the  sea  coast,  was  one  of  the  chief 


II. 


strongholds  of  Volscian  power ;  another  was  Ecetra,  on  the 
Antium  mountain  range  which  rises  in  the  east  of  Latimn.  These 
and  two  towns  werc  the  chief  centres  of  the  Yolscians,  and 

the  head-quarters  from  which  they  directed  their  attacks 
against  the  Latin  league  and  against  Bome.  But  after  the 
decemvirate  the  strength  of  tJie  Volscians  decreases.  We 
see  them  gradually  losing  the  conquered  towns  one  after 
the  other.  Bome  became  so  secure  from  molestation  on 
the  part  of  the  Yolscians  that  she  had  leisure  to  attack 
Yeii  with  all  her  strength.  When  Yeii  was  subdued  and 
the  Bomans  had  gained  their  first  great  accession  of  power 
in  the  fertile  districts  of  southern  Etruria,  the  Yolscians 
had  ceased  to  be  dangerous  to  them. 
The  The  increasing  weakness  of  the  Yolscians  is  perhaps  due, 

Volscians  ^^  least  in  part,  to  the  attacks  of  the  Bämnites,  to  which 
Sanmites.  they  were  now  exposed  on  the  east  and  south-east  of  their 
ten*itory.  The  Samnites  were  then  spreading  their  con- 
quests over  Campania ;  they  appeared  soon  after  in  the 
history  of  Bome  as  the  enemies  of  the  Sidicines.  It  is 
most  probable  that  they  became  very  unpleasant  neigh- 
bours to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fertile  districts  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  valley  of  the  Liris,  and  that  even  before  354  b.c., 
when  they  concluded  a  formal  alliance  with  Bome,  they 
directed  their  attacks  against  the  Yolscians,  and  thus  ren- 
dered a  material  service  to  Bome.  This  is  what  we  may 
conjecture ;  but  the  scanty  annals  of  that  unhistorical 
period  do  not  allow  us  to  speak  with  certainty  on  this 
subject. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  WABS  WITH  THE  iEQUIANS.  165 


CH AFTER  V- 

THS   WARS   WITH   THE   ^QUIANS. 

CoiTTEMPOBAET  with  the  wars  of  the  Volscians  are  those  of    C^P. 

the  .Slqmans  in  the  first  century  of  the  republic.     These  ^ • — ' 

mountaineers,  closely  allied  to  the  Sabines,  attacked  the  Character 
eastern  frontier  of  Latium,  but  they  seem  to  have  been  ^ufau 
more  intent  on  plunder  than  on  permanent  conquests  and  ▼»»• 
colonisation,  like  the  Volscians.     There  were  no  towns  of 
importance  in  the  land  of  the  ^quians.     They  lived  more 
after  the  true  manner  of  the  Sabines,  in  open  villages ;  and 
from  their  moimtain  fastnesses  they  made  their  periodical 
inroads  into  the  neighbouring  Latin  territory.     The  wars 
of  the  Somans  with  such  border  plunderers,  even  if  they 
were  faithfully  described,  would  be  of  very  little  historical 
interest.    But  the  confased,  exaggerated,  and  worthless 
statements  of  the  Boman  annals,  with  their  endless  repe- 
titions and  tedious  monotony,  have  the  effect  of  destroying 
even  the  scanty  interest  which  they  might  possess  if  they 
were  truthftd  pictures  of  the  maimers  of  the  time.     After 
examining  them  carefully,  the  critic  turns  from  them  with 
something  of  disgust  and  with  sore  disappointment  for 
having  lost  so  much  time  in  seeking  to  discover  a  grain  of 
wheat  in  a  bushel  of  chaff.     It  will  suffice  to  select  one 
example  as  an  illustration.    We  take  the  famous  story  of 
Cincinnatus,  one  of  the  most  fjEimous  and  most  popular 
Boman  heroes  of  the  olden  time,  the  true  type  of  primeval 
virtue,  abstinence,  and  patriotism.  This  story  is  admirably 
calculated  to  characterise  the  general  quality  of  what  is 
supposed  to  be  the  history  of  those  wars.' 

>  Livy,  iii.  26  ff.    Arnold,  Hist  of  Borne,  i.  201  ff. 
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BOOK 
II. 


The  story 
of  Cincin- 
natus. 


How  tlie 

consul 

Minacius 

was 

worsted 

by  the 

JGquians. 


How  Cin- 

cinnatus 

was 

appoiDted 

dictator. 


Peace  was  concluded  with  the  -äJquians  in  the  year 
459  B.C.,  and  the  Bomans  expected  no  hostilities  on  that 
side.  But  soon  after,  the  faithless  ^quians  suddenly  in- 
vaded the  country  of  Tusculum,  and  their  commander 
Gracchus  Cloelius  pitched  his  camp  on  the  hill  Algidus,  the 
eastern  spur  of  the  Alban  range,  from  whence  he  laid 
waste  the  land  of  the  Boman  allies.  Here  Quintus  Fabins 
appeared  before  him  at  the  head  of  an  embassy,  and 
demanded  satisfaction  and  compensation.  But  Cloelias 
laughed  at  the  ambassadors,  and,  mocking  them,  said,  they 
should  lay  their  complaints  before  an  oak-tree,  against 
which  his  tent  was  pitched.  Then  the  Eomans  took  the 
oak  and  all  the  gods  to  witness  that  the  ^quians  had 
broken  the  peace,  and  had  begun  an  unrighteous  war. 
Without  delay  the  consul  Minucius  led  an  army  against 
the  -älquianö;  But  the  chances  of  war  were  not  in  his 
favour.  He  was  defeated  and  blockaded  in  his  camp.  At 
this  news  terror  prevailed  in  Bome,  as  if  the  enemy  were 
at  the  very  gates ;  for  Nautius,  the  second  consul,  was  far 
away  with  his  army,  fighting  with  the  Sabines,  the  allies  of 
the  .^quians. 

Then  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  name  a  dic- 
tator, and  only  one  man  seemed  to  be  fit  to  fill  the  post. 
That  was  Titus  Quinctius  Cincinnatus,  a  noble  patrician, 
who  had  filled  with  distinction  all  the  post«  of  honour  in 
the  republic.  He  was  then  living  quietly  at  home,  and, 
like  noble  Bomans  of  the  good  old  time,  cultivated  his 
small  estate  with  his  own  hands.  Now,  when  the  messen- 
gers of  the  senate  came  to  Cincinnatus,  to  bring  him  the 
news  that  he  was  nominated  as  dictator,  they  found  him 
ploughing  his  field,  and  he  had  taken  off  his  garments,  for 
the  heat  was  very  great.  Therefore  he  first  asked  his  wife 
to  bring  him  his  toga,  that  he  might  receive  the  ambas- 
sadors of  the  senate  in  a  becoming  manner.  And  when  he 
had  heard  their  errand,  he  went  with  them  into  the  town, 
accepted  the  dictatorship,  and  chose  for  the  master  of  the 
horse  Lucius  Tarquitius,  a  noble  but  poor  patrician.  And 
he  ordered  that  all  the  courts  of  justice  should  be  closed. 
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and  all  common  business  suspended,  till  the  danger  was  CHAP. 
ayerted  from  the  country.  >Thereupon  he  summoned  all  /  ^ 
men  who  could  bear  arms  to  meet  in  the  evening  on  the 
Field  of  Mars,  every  man  bringing  twelve  stakes  for  the 
ramparts  and  provisions  for  five  days,  and  before  the  sun 
went  down  the  army  had  started  off  and  reached  Mount 
Algidus  at  midnight. 

Now  when  the  dictator  saw  that  they  were  drawing  HowCin- 
near  to  the  enemy,  he  bade  the  men  halt  and  throw  their  gjj"^*^'^" 
baggage  in  a  heap,  and  he  quietly  surrounded  the  camp  rounded 
of  the  -SJquians,  and  gave  orders  to  make  a  ditch  round  jEquians. 
the  enemy  and  drive  in  the  stakes.  Then  the  Bomans 
raised  a  loud  cry,  so  that  the  ^quians  were  overcome 
by  terror  and  despair;  but  the  legions  of  the  consul 
Minucius  recognised  the  war-cry  of  their  countrymen, 
seized  their  arms,  and  sallied  forth  against  the  iElquians, 
who,  being  thus  attacked  from  both  sides,  and  seeing 
there  was  no  escape,  surrendered  themselves  and  prayed 
for  mercy.  Cincinnatus  granted  them  their  lives,  and 
dismissed  them,  making  them  pass  naked  under  the 
yoke ;  but  Gracchus  Cloelius  and  the  other  commanders 
he  kept  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  he  divided  the  spoil 
among  his  victorious  soldiers.  In  this  manner  Cincinnatus 
rescued  the  blockaded  army  and  returned  in  triumph  to 
Borne ;  and  when  he  had  delivered  his  country  from  its 
enemies,  he  laid  down  his  office,  on  the  sixteenth  day,  and 
returned  to  his  fields,  crowned  with  glory  and  honoured  by 
the  people,  but  poor,  and  contented  in  his  poverty,  as  he 
had  been  before  that  time. 


Critical  exa/mination  of  the  Story  of  CÜTicinnatus, 

That  this  story  belongs  less  to  the  region  of  history  imposaibi- 
than  to  that  of  fancy  is  evident  from  the  physical  im-  ^^^^^^^ 
possibilities  it  contains.     The  distance  between  Bome 
and  the  hill  Algidus  is  more  than  twenty  miles.     This 
distance  the  Soman  army  under  Cincinnatus  is  said  to 
have    accomplished    between    nightfall    and    midnight, 
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BOOK     though  the  soldiers  were  burthened  with  three  or  four 
^  times  the  usual  number  of,  stakes  for  intrenchments.^ 

Then,  after  such  a  march,  the  men  were  set  to  work  to 
make  a  circumvallation  round  the  whole  .Squian  armij, 
which  itself  inclosed  the  army  of  Minucius,  and  must, 
therefore,  have  occupied  a  considerable  extent  of  ground. 
The  work  of  circumvallation  was  accomplished  in  the 
same  night,  uninterrupted  bj  the  ^quians,  though  the 
Eomans  at  the  very  commencement  had  raised  a  shout  to 
announce  their  arrival  to  the  blockaded  armj  of  Minucius. 
With  these  details  the  story  is,  of  course,  mere  nonsense. 
But  if,  following  the  example  of  Dionysius,*  we  strip  off 
from  the  popular  legend  all  that  is  fanciful,  exaggerated, 
or  impossible,  and  place  the  heroic  deed  of  Cincinnatus  on 
such  a  footing  that  it  assumes  an  air  of  probability,  we 
shall  gain  nothing,  because  by  such  a  rationalising  pro- 
cess we  shall  not  be  able  to  convert  a  legend  into  genuine 
history. 

We  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  by  observing  the  fact 
that  the  story  of  Cincinnatus,  in  its  general  and  charac- 
teristic features,  is  related  no  less  than  five  times.' 


'  Polybiua,  xviii.  1,  §  8.  •  Dionysius,  x.  24 

■  The  five  versions  of  the  stoiy  of  Cincinnatus  are : — 

1.  In  the  year  467  b.c.,  Q.  Fabius  defeats  the  .Sqnians  and  compels  them 
to  sue  for  peace ;  they  promise  to  send  a  contingent  of  auxiliaries  to  the  Bomans 
(Dionysius,  ix.  69).  In  the  year  466  the  .^nians  break  the  peace;  they 
invade  the  territoiy  of  the  Latins.  Q.  Fabius  is  sent  to  demand  satisfaction 
(Dionysius,  ix.  60).  In  464  T.  Quinctius,  being  then  ex-consul,  marches  to 
rescue  the  Boman  army  (Dionysius,  ix.  63 ;  Livy,  iii.  4). 

2.  In  the  year  460  Cincinnatus  is  fetched  from  the  plough  to  take  the  con- 
sulship (Dionysius,  x.  17). 

3.  In  the  year  459  Q.  Fabius  defeats  the  .Squians,  and  compels  them  to 
sue  for  peace  and  to  promise  a  contingent  of  auxiliaries  (Dionysius,  x.  24).  In 
468  the  .Squians  break  the  peace  and  invade  the  territory  of  the  Latins. 
Q.  Fabius  is  sent  to  demand  satisfaction  (Livy,  iii.  26).  The  Bomans  are 
blockaded  in  their  camp.  T.  Quinctius,  as  dictator  (according  to  Livy,  iii.  26), 
or  as  ex-consul  (according  to  Dionysius,  x.  23),  marches  to  the  relief  of  the 
Boman  army. 

4.  In  the  year  443,  the  w^uian  general  Clcelius  is  blockaded  (Livy,  iv.  9). 

5.  In  the  year  440,  Cincinnatus  is  fetched  from  the  plough  to  be  made  dic- 
tator (Cicero,  d$  Seneet.^  10). 

It  is  quite  characteristic  of  a  popular  legend  that  it  should  not  be  chronologi- 
cally fixed.    The  authors  of  the  oldest  Consular  Fasti  seem  not  to  have  known 
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The  wars  of  the  iBquians,  like  those  of  the  Yolscians,     CHAP. 
lasted  during  the  first  century  of  the  republic.     Some-  .,    /  ,.. 
times,  among  the  periodical  enemies  of  Rome  and  Latium,  Deration 
the  name  of  the  Sabines  occurs — a  name  by  which,  in  all  ^S}^^- 

JEquiaii 

probability,  no  other  people  than  the  .^uians  are  to  be  wars. 
understood,  just  as  the  Yolscians  are  sometimes  called 
Aurnncans.  We  have  already  noticed  it  as  probable  that 
in  some  of  the  family  chronicles  the  name  *  Sabine  *  was 
employed,  instead  of  the  distinctive  names  of  the  particular 
branches  of  the  Sabine  stock,  and  that  in  this  way  the 
liatin  war  of  the  year  503  b.o.  is  also  called  a  Sabine 
war.*  Thus  the  Sabines  were  now  and  then  introduced 
into  the  ^quian  wars ;  and  we  have  no  means  of  knowing 
where  the  seats  of  these  Sabines  were  and  what  their 
relation  was  to  the  ^quians. 

This  is  particularly  evident  in  the  story  of  the  seizure  Seizure  of 
of  the  Capitol  (460  B.o.)  by  the  Sabine  Appius  Herdonius.  ^^^^'^^ 
It  is  related  that  Boman  exiles  and  slaves,  under  the  Sabine 
command  of  Appius  Herdonius,  surprised  and  took  the  j^^^ 
Capitol  by  night;  but  to  which  party  the  exiles  belonged 
is  not  explained.     It  is  very  unlikely  that  the  enemies 
who  seized  the  Capitol  were  Boman  exiles  at  all.     For, 
however  hot  the  quarrel  between  the  classes  may  have 
been,  it  is  certain  that  it  did  not  lead  to  the  banishment 
of  great  numbers.^    The  mentioning  of  the  slaves  is  still 
more  mysterious.     Bevolts  of  slaves,  at  a  time  when  there 
are  comparatively  but  few,   are  highly  improbable.     On 
the  other    hand,   sudden  invasions   and  the  taking  of 
strongholds  seem  not  to  have  been  very  unusual  in  the 
wars  of  those  times.     In  the  year  477  B.c.,  the  Janiculus 

it,  or  to  have  paid  no  attention  to  it.  For  this  reason  the  great  Tictorj  over 
the  iBquians  is  not  ascribed  to  Oincinnatns  as  consul  or  regular  magistrate, 
but  either  as  dictator  or  ex-consul.  Popular  tales  and  legends  are  careless  of 
regular  titles  and  dignities.  The  great  faTourites  of  the  people  are  generally 
invested  with  no  official  rank.  The  Eolands  and  the  Wallaces  are  simple 
knights.    Coriolanus  never  was  consul,  nor  was  Horatius  Codes  or  Scsevola. 

>  See  p.  106. 

«  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early  Roman  History,  ii.  173,  n.  21 :  *  There 
is  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  previous  years  which  accounts  for  the  existence 
of  a  large  body  of  Roman  exiles  at  this  time :  the  Tarquinian  exiles  must  be 
supposed  to  be  exhausted.' 
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was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Yeientes;  in  the  year 
459  B.C.,  the  iBquians  stormed  the  fort  of  Tusculnm ;  and 
soon  after,  Corbio  was  taken  by  them  in  the  night.^ 
Probably  it  was  these  ^quians  who  by  a  sudden  attack 
took  the  Boman  Capitol,  for  this  occurrence  happened 
just  in  the  midst  of  the  ^qnian  war.  But  as  P.  Valerius, 
the  son  of  Publicola,  was  then  consul,  and  was  killed  at 
the  retaking  of  the  Capitol,  the  domestic  anna-list  of  the 
Valerians  named  a  Sabine  instead  of  an  iBquian,  as  the 
enemy  who  had  taken  the  Capitol.  To  the  Bomans, 
moreover,  it  appeared  less  humiliating  to  think  that  the 
Capitol  had  been  taken  by  Koman  exiles,  or  even  by 
Eoman  slaves,  than  that  it  should  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemies  of  their  country. 

Prom  the  time  of  the  decemvirs  downwards,  tiie  attacks 
of  the  JBquians,  like  those  of  the  Yolscians,  decrease  in 
vigour.  Eome,  after  having  been  on  the  defensive  so 
long,  now  takes  the  offensive,  and  by  degrees  gains  an 
undoubted  superiority. 


Idvj,  iii.  30. 
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CHAPTEE  VI. 

THE   WAILS   WITH   VEH. 

While  the  wars  with  the  -älqulans  and  Volscians  were     chap. 
almofit  ammally  repeated  in  the  first  century  of  the  re- 


public, and  filled  the  annals  with  monotonous  and  tedious  state 

of  the 
Etruscans. 


narratives,  the   Etruscans,   the  northern  neighbours  of  ^^^® 


Borne,  seem  to  have  lived  in  peace,  and  not  to  have 
thought  of  making  conquests  in  Latium.  The  once 
powerful  nation  of  the  Etruscans  was  in  its  decline. 
Expelled  in  the  north  from  the  valley  of  the  Po  by  the 
Gauls,  from  Campania  in  the  south  by  the  Sabellians, 
from  Latium  by  Bome  and  the  allied  Latins,  weakened  in 
the  interior  by  dissensions  and  divisions,  injured  in  their 
maritime  trade  by  the  rivalry  of  the  Greeks,  the  Etruscans 
were  no  longer  in  a  position  to  be  dangerous  to  their 
southern  neighbours.  The  confederation  intended  to  bind 
together  the  different  Etruscan  communities  could  no 
more  stand  the  test  of  dangerous  times  than  similar  con- 
federations have  done  in  ancient  and  modem  times.  The 
towns  lying  to  the  north  took  little  interest  in  the  fate  of 
those  lying  to  the  south ;  they  had  always  enough  to  do 
to  ward  off  the  Gauls,  who  were  becoming  more  and  more 
troublesome.  We  therefore  find  Bome  from  time  to  time 
involved  in  wars  with  Yeii  alone,  and  in  wars,  too,  which 
on  the  part  of  the  Veientes  were  merely  defensive. 

Li  one  of  these  wars  (483-474  b.c.)  the  Boman  house  chronicles 
of  the  Eabii  plays  so  prominent  a  part  as  to  justify  the  p^^ 
conclusion  that  the  story  originated  in  the  family  chronicles  house, 
of  this  great  race,  the  name  of  which  had  not  appeared 
in  the  Fasti  before  this  time,  but  which  was  destined  to 
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leave  a  lasting  impression  on  the  annals  of  the  republic. 
The  particulars  of  the  wars  with  the  Veientes  are  related 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  contemporary  wars,  and 
are  not  a  whit  more  trustworthy.   They  furnished  materials 
for  popular  legends,  of  which  the  most  celebrated  was  the 
story  of  the  destruction  of  the  Fabii  at  the  river  Cremera. 
The  war  with  the  Veientes,  says  tie  legend,  was  more 
harassing  for  Eome  than  dangerous.     The  Veientes  con- 
fined themselves  to  keeping  Borne  in  a  continual  state 
of  alarm  by  constant  invasions,  driving  away  the  flocks, 
destroying  the  crops,  and  cutting  down  the  frait  trees. 
In  order  to  protect  the  community  &om  such  annoyances, 
the  noble  house  of  the  Fabii  offered  to  undertake  the  war 
themselves.     The  consul  EIsbso  Fabius  placed  himself  at 
the  head  of  his  kindred ;  with  306  men  of  patrician  rank 
he  left  the  town,  followed  by  the  blessings  and  good  wishes 
of  the  admiring  people.     He  erected  a  fortified  camp  in 
the  territory  of  the  Veientes  not  far  from  the  chief  town 
of  Veii  on  the  river  Cremera.     From  this  spot  the  Fabii 
made  the  territory  of  the  Veientes  insecure,  and  at  the 
same  time  kept  the  enemy  from  attacking  Borne.    But 
the  Veientes  enticed  them  out  of  their  fortress  into  an 
ambush,  and  attacked  them  from  all  sides  with  overwhelm- 
ing force.    Not  one  of  the  valiant  band  escaped.    The 
whole  race  would  have  become  extinct,  if  it  had  not  been 
that  one  boy  had  been  left  behind  in  Bome,  who  preserved 
the  name  and  the  race  of  the  Fabii.     The  memory  of  the 
unhappy  day  on  the  Cremera  was  never  effaced  from  the 
minds  of  the  people.     It  was  remembered  that  the  brave 
band,  on  their  march  out  of  Bome,  passed  through  the 
right  opening  of  the  Porta  Carmentalis,  and  from  that  time 
this  passage  acquired  the  name  of  ^  the  unlucky  way,'  and 
was  avoided  by  all  with  religious  awe. 

In  consequence  of  the  massacre  of  the  Fabii,  the  fortune 
of  war  turned  for  a  time  to  the  side  of  the  Etruscans. 
They  defeated  the  consul  Menenius,  and  occupied  the 
Janiculus,  from  whence  they  spread  alarm  and  terror  in 
Bome  itself.    The  Bomans  succeeded  at  length,  after  a 
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severe  struggle,  in  driving  them  away  again  from  the     CHAP. 

stronghold  of  the  Janicnlns,  and,  after  some  time,  con-  . ,J — - 

eluded  a  truce  of  forty  years  with  Veii,  during  which 
time  each  people  kept  within  the  bounds  of  its  own 
dominion. 

The  stories  of  the  wars  with  the  Veientes  have  no  greater  The 
claim  to  authenticity  than  traditions  of  other  wars  of  that  Veientina 

•^  wars  un- 

period.     Here  also  we  can  discover  in  the  accounts  two  historioii. 
sources  of  error  rather  than  of  historical  truth,  which  com- 
bine to  make  up  the  commonly  received  story.     We  can 
trace  on  the  one  hand  the  popular  legend,  and  on  the  other 
the  invention  of  the  annalists.     The  destruction  of  the  306 
Fabii  is  wholly  and  entirely  legendary.     Legends  take  but 
little  count  of  probabilities ;  they  delight  in  what  is  most 
striking,  wonderful,  and  improbable.   We  have  already  ob- 
served this  in  the  legends  of  Coriolanus  and  Cincinnatus. 
It  is  no  less  clear  in  that  which  relates  to  the  Fabii.     The 
Fabian  house  is  said  to  have  consisted  of  306  men  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  and  one  boy  under  the  military  age.     This 
alone  is  so  unnatural  that  it  tends  to  condemn  the  whole 
story."    These  Fabii  were,  in  the  oldest  form  of  the  legend.  The 
all  patricians.     This  is  plainly  an  exaggeration,  for  such  a  J^e^Fabii^^ 
number  of  men  capable  of  bearing  arms  in  one  single  house 
is  impossible,  especially  among  the  Fabians,  who  up  to 
this  time  could  only  produce  as  consuls  the  three  brothers 
Kaeso,  Quintus,  and  Marcus.     We  gain  nothing  by  sup- 
posing that  among  the  306  Fabii  the  clients  of  the  Fabian 
house  were  also  reckoned.'    The  story  must  be  taken  or 
rejected  as  it  is.     Nor  is  the  statement  of  Dionysius  more 
than  a  guess,  that  the  Fabii  with  the  clients  numbered 
4,000  men,  i.e.   they  formed  a  legion.     Another  writer,' 
who  may  have  thought  that  a  legion  at  that  time  consisted 

*  See  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  ii.  525.  How  many  women  and  children  on 
an  average  belong  to  306  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  may,  under  certain  cir- 
'".uMtances,  be  doubtful.  Supposing  the  number  to  be  only  four  times  that  of 
the  men,  and  the  boys  to  be  one-fourth  of  the  women  and  girls,  there  would  be 
still  306  of  them,  instead  of  one. 

'  This  is  the  opinion  of  Schwegler  {Bom.  Gesch.,  ii.  527). 

*  Festus,  8.  y.  Scelerata  porta,  p.  334,  ed.  Müller. 
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BOOK     of  6,000   men,  gives   that  as  the  number  of  those  who 


II 


marched  out  of  Borne,  and  were  killed  at  the  Cremera. 


impossibi-  Independently  of  the  difficulties  presented  by  the  re- 
lities  in  the  ported  numbers  and  the  particular  circumstances,  the  whole 
proceeding,  as  it  is  related,  is  irreconcilable  with  the 
Roman  public  law,  or  at  least  custom.  The  expedition  of 
the  Fabii  is  an  expedition  of  volunteers,  and  at  their  head 
is  the  consul  for  the  year.  Such  a  thing  was  impossible. 
The  consul  could  only  take  the  field  after  a  formal  decree 
of  the  senate  and  the  people.  The  military  organisation 
of  the  Bomans  was  incompatible  with  private  under- 
takings ^  of  the  kind  ascribed  to  the  Fabii.*  It  is  a  sign  of 
a  declining  state  when  a  war  is  carried  on  by  officers 
who  have  no  special  commission  from  their  government. 
Motives  of  For  this  reason  we  cannot  venture  on  any  conjectures  as 
to  the  real  intentions  of  the  Fabii ;  whether,  as  Niebuhi- 
says,'  they  wished  to  found  a  sort  of  private  settlement  of 
their  own,  or  whether  they  wished  only  to  establish  a 
permanent  military  post,  as  was  customary  among  the 
Greeks.  The  story  offers  no  materials  which  would  enable 
us  to  judge  of  the  possible  facts  which  may  have  given  rise 
to  it. 

The  wars  with  the  Veientes  cease  from  the  year  474  b.c. 
till  the  war  which,  in  431  B.C.,  ended  with  the  destruction 
ofVeii. 

*  Without  publicum  consilium. 

*  This  seems  to  have  been  felt  by  one  of  the  writers.  Therefore  Dionysius  (ix. 
15)  states,  what  he  no  doubt  found  in  one  of  his  authors,  that  M.  Fabius,  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  was  ex-consul ;  and  Livy  (ii.  48)  relates  that  a 
senatus-consultum  approved  of  the  plan  of  EL  Fabius.  According  to  a  state- 
ment of  Festus  (s.  V.  Religioni  est,  p.  285,  ed.  Müller)  this  senatus-consultum 
was  made  in  the  temple  of  Janus  before  the  Porta  Carmentalis.  But  according 
to  Tacitus  (Änntü.,  ii.  49)  this  temple  was  only  built  in  the  second  Punic  war 
by  C.  Duilius.  The  story,  or  at  least  that  part  of  the  story  which  spoke  of 
the  senatus-consultum,  could  not  therefore  be  older  than  the  time  of  the  second 
Punic  war. 

*  Niebuhr,  Ram.  Gesch.^  ii.  219 ;  English  tranfelation,  ii.  193. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  AGBAKIAN   LAW  OF   8PUKIÜS   OASSIüS. 

Thb  soil  of  a  coTintry  is  not  the  produce  of  human  labour.     CHAP. 
Individual  citizens  cannot  therefore  naturally  lay  any  claim 


to  lawful  property  in  land  as  to  anything  produced  by  their  Theories  of 
own  hands.  The  state,  as  the  representative  of  the  rights  ^^^^ 
and  interests  of  society,  decides  how  the  land  is  to  be  divided 
among  the  members  of  the  community,  and  the  rules  laid 
down  by  the  state  to  regulate  this  matter  are  of  the  first 
and  highest  importance  in  determining  the  civil  condition 
of  the  country  and  the  prosperity  of  the  people.  Where 
tlie  land  is  considered  the  property  of  the  sovereign,  the 
consequence  for  the  people  is  abject  poverty  and  slavery. 
If  only  one  class  among  the  people  is  privileged  to  have 
property  in  land,  a  most  exclusive  oligarchy  is  formed. 
Where  the  land  is  held  in  small  portions  by  a  great  number, 
and  nobody  is  legally  or  practically  excluded  from  acquir- 
ing land,  there  the  elements  of  democracy  are  provided. 

According  to  the  strict  right  of  conquest  in  antiquity,  the  Right«  of 
defeated  lost,  not  only  their  independence,  but,  if  the  con-  <^»^^^^- 
querors  thought  proper,  their  personal  freedom,  their 
movable  and  landed  property,  and  even  life  itself.  In 
practice  a  modification  of  this  right  took  place  in  the 
interest  of  the  conquerors  themselves.  Extreme  severity 
was  applied  only  in  extreme  cases;  for  instance,  as  a 
punishment  for  treason.  The  conquered  had  gene- 
rally not  only  life  and  freedom  left  them,  but  also  the 
means  of  livelihood,  i.e.  some  portion  of  their  land.  The 
conquerors  did  not  take  the  whole,  but  either  one- 
third,  or    a  half,   or  two-thirds,  according  to   circum- 
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BOOK  stances.'  Such  we  must  imagine  to  have  been  the  proceeding 
^^'  ^  at  the  foundation  of  the  Boman  state.  One  portion  of  the 
original  inhabitants  which  the  Sabine  conquerors  found 
there*  probably  remained  in  possession  of  their  here- 
ditary farms,  subject  to  no  restrictions  and  services  save 
those  which  the  state  required  of  all  its  members,  such 
as  serving  in  the  field  and  contribating  the  war  taxes. 
These  people  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  plebs — the  freemen 
who  were  members  of  the  Boman  state  without  actually 
having  any  political  rights.'  The  land  which  the  victors 
took  from  the  vanquished  being  partly  arable,  but  to  a 
far  greater  extent  pasture  land,  was  either  cultivated  by 
the  conquerors  with  their  own  hands,  or  given  for  culti- 
vation to  the  former  possessors  on  condition  that  they 
should  pay  part  of  the  produce  as  rent.  In  this  way  arose 
the  clientela,  the  social,  political,  and  economical  depen- 
dence in  which  a  great  part  of  the  plebs  stood  with  regard 
to  the  patricians,  and  which  could  remain  in  its  original 
vitality  only  so  long  as  the  clients  depended  for  their  sub- 
sistence on  land  held  not  as  freehold,  but  by  an  imperfect 
title,  and  subject  to  the  seignorial  rights  of  their  patrons. 
The  extent  of  the  plebeian  farms  in  the  oldest  times  is 
stated  to  have  been  two  jugera.^  This  statement  may 
the  more  readily  be  accepted  as  derived  from  authentic 
tradition,  since  the  same  amount  of  land  was  repeatedly 
given  in  historical  times  to  the  settlers  in  new  colonies.^ 

*  Sen  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  ii.  404,  Anm.  2,  3. 

'  The  settlement  effected  by  the  Sabine  conquerors  in  Rome  was  no  doubt 
modified  in  the  time  of  Etruscan  supremacy,  but  it  was  not  entirely  abolished. 
The  legends  of  Tarquinius  point  to  a  tradition  that  he  left  the  existing  Sabine 
division  of  the  people,  and  merely  added  to  the  ruling  patrician  houses  an  equal 
number,  probably,  of  Etruscans.  When,  however,  the  Sabino-Latin  race  rose 
against  the  Etruscans,  the  foreign  element  was  cast  out  and  the  old  settlement 
restored. 

'  Like  the  cives  sine  »ujfraffio  of  later  times. 

*  A  Boman  jugerum  was  somewhat  less  than  two-thirds  of  a  statute  acre. 
Varro  R.  R.,  i.  10:  'Bina  jugera  a  Romulo  primum  divisa  viriUm.'  Pliny, 
Nat.  Hist.,  xviii.  2.  Paul.  Diac,  s.  v.  centuriatus  ager,  p.  ö3,  ed.  Müller.  Re- 
specting the  extent  of  the  patrician  estates,  we  have  no  sure  evidence.  Appius 
Claudius  indeed  is  stated  (Plutarch,  Poplic.,  21)  to  have  bad  assigned  to  him 
twenty-five  jugera,  but  the  statement  seems  to  deserve  no  crcdiL 

»  lavy,  iv.  47 ;  viii.  21.    See  Schwegler,  R^.  Gesch.,  ii.  417. 
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So  scant  a  measure  of  arable  land  would  scarcely  have     CHAP. 

VII 

sufficed  for  the  support  of  a  family,  without  a  share  in  w    ,  ',. 
the  common  pasture.     It   may  therefore  be  taken  for 
granted  that  the  plebeians    had  the  right  to  use  the 
common  pasture  on  paying  a  tax  to  the  state.^ 

As  long  as  the  people  of  Bome  depended  less  on  agricul-  Claims 
ture  than  on  the  breeding  of  cattle,*  these  regulations  were  Ltxidana. 
natural  and  satis&ctory.  But  with  the  advance  of  civilisa- 
tion, agriculture  was  developed  more  and  more,  and  as 
population  increased,  the  grazing  lands  belonging  to  the 
government  were  inclosed  by  degrees.*  The  plebeians 
now  found  themselves  exposed  to  a  double  hardship. 
In  the  first  place,  the  pasture  lands  being  brought  into 
cultivation,  the  extent  of  land  available  for  grazing  be- 
came smaller,  and,  in  the  second  place,  the  patricians 
claimed  the  exclusive  right  of  inclosing  and  occupying 
{occupatio)  public  land  (agar  jniblicus)^  This  claim  might 
be  allowed,  and,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  weU  founded,  as  long 
as  the  patricians  alone  formed  the  people  (the  populus)  and 
bore  the  burdens  of  the  state.  But  when  the  plebeians  were 
gradually  made  to  take  their  shqjre  in  the  military  service, 
and  when  the  Servian  constitution  substituted  for  the 
old  patrician  populus  a  new  people,  consisting  of  plebeians 
and  patricians  alike,  the  time  for  making  a  distinction 
between  patricians  and  plebeians  in  the  use  of  the  public 
land  had  passed.  Its  occupation  ought  to  have  been 
granted  to  the  plebeians  as  a  right,  or  it  should  have  been 
divided  fairly  among  all  the  citizens,  and  the  pernicious 
custom  of  occupation  should  have  been  abolished. 

^  It  is  yeiy  doubtfal  if  the  patricians  also  were  subject  to  this  tax.  The 
pasture  was  emphatically  a^er  publicuSf  ».«.,  ager  populi^  and  the  patricians, 
constituting  the  populus,  might  look  upon  it  as  their  peculiar  property.  At 
any  nte,  if  they  were  legally  subject  to  a  tax,  it  is  certain  that  the  law  was 
not  inforced. 

*  Cicero,  J>e  Bep,,  il  9,  16.    Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch. ,  i.  619,  Anm.  1. 

*  Under  the  system  of  slave  labour  which  prevailed  afterWÄrds,  the  very 
opposite  tendency  prevailed,  viz.,  that  of  changing  arable  land  into  pasture. 

*  This  explains  the  clause  of  the  lex  Thoria  c.  10,  lin.  25:  '  Ne  quis  in  agro 
compascuo  agrum  oocupatum  habeto,  neve  defendito,  quo  minus,  qui  yelit, 
compascere  liceak/ 

VOL.  I.  N 
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This  system  of  occupation  or  squatting,  in  which  every 
one  may  take  possession  of  the  land  which  he  chooses, 
appears  possible  only  where  there  is  uncultivated  land 
in  abundance/  and  where  the  state  offers  undisturbed 
possession  to  the  cultivator  as  a  premium  upon  cultivation. 
Where,  however,  the  reserved  land  is  limited  in  quantity, 
and  where  the  population  has  urgent  need  of  it  for  pur- 
poses of  agriculture — in  other  words,  where  land  has  a  high 
value — disputes  cannot  possibly  be  avoided  among  those 
who  wish  to  take  possession,  without  the  enactment  of 
very  precise  rules  and  regulations,  directing  the  process 
under  which  occupation  is  to  take  place.  What  these 
rules  and  regulations  were  in  Rome  we  have  no  means  of 
judging,  as  they  are  never  even  hinted  at  by  the  historians. 
We  only  know  that  the  law  sanctioned  the  occupation  of 
waste  and  uninclosed  land,  and  that  it  protected  the  bond- 
fide  occupier  in  his  possession,  without,  however,  acknow- 
ledging his  possession  as  property.  The  state  remarried 
the  owner  of  the  public  land,  even  after  it  was  occupied  by 
individual  citizens.  It  had  the  right  to  impose  an  annual 
tax,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  its  paramount  right  of 
ownership,  and  it  could  at  any  time  re-enter  into  pos- 
session and  compel  the  occupiers  to  restore  the  land, 
without  even  a  claim  to  compensation. 

The  right  of  occupation  was  claimed,  as  we  have  seeo, 
by  the  patricians  for  themselves.  The  plebeians,  however, 
did  not  allow  this  claim,  and  always  called  this  proceeding 
of  the  patricians  a  crying  injustice.*  Out  of  these  con- 
flicting interests  arose  the  quarrels  about  the  agrarian  laws, 
which  extend  through  the  whole  republican  period,  and 
mark  a  very  sore  spot  in  the  social  system  of  the  Bomans. 

Already  in  the  history  of  the  regal  period  we  hear  much 
of  allotments  of  land  to  the  citizens.'     None  of  these 

*  Roscher,  Grundlagen  der  Natiojialökonomie,  §  88,  Anm.  1. 

«  Livy,  ii.  41  ;  iv.  61,  68 ;  vi.  89. 

'  Such  allotments  are  ascrib«Hi  to  Komulus  (Plutarch,  BomtU.^  27),  to 
Numa  (Cicero,  De  Bep.f  ii.  14;  Dionyeius,  ii.  62),  to  TuUus  Hostilius  (Biony- 
siu8,  üi.  1),  to  Ancus  Marcius  (Cicero,  De  Rep.,  ii.  18),  to  Servius  Tullias 
(Livy,  i.  46). 
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accounts,  however,  have  any  weight.    The  first  apparently     CHAP, 
credible  mention  of  an  agrarian  law  belongs  to  the  third 


consulship  of  Sp.  Cassius,  486  b.o.  Although  this  law  *^^  ^•^' 
must  have  been  of  the  greatest  importance,  although  it 
was  the  cause  of  the  death  of  Cassius,  and,  year  after 
year,  gave  rise  to  the  agrarian  agitations  of  the  tribunes, 
we  know  really  nothing  of  its  contents,  and  must  be 
satisfied  with  conjecture.  Sp.  Cassius,  in  proposing  it,  was 
in  opposition  to  the  ruling  party  in  the  senate,  as,  after 
the  expiration  of  his  year  of  office,  he  was  called  to  account, 
and  fell  a  victim  to  the  vengeance  of  his  fellow-patricians, 
who  made  his  fate  a  warning  example  for  all  members  of 
the  aristocracy  that  should  feel  inclined  to  place  the  well- 
being  of  the  state  higher  than  the  advantage  of  the  ruling 
class.  It  seems  probable,  therefore,  that  Cassius  brought 
his  agrarian  law  before  the  people  without  the  consent  of 
the  senate,  which  he  was  legally  justified  in  doing.  But 
though  the  law  was  sanctioned  by  the  comitia  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  senate,*  it  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect  without  the  approval  of  the  senate,  the  patrum 
auctoritas.  If  Cassius  attempted  to  do  this,  or  if,  in 
calling  the  people  together  and  laying  his  bill  before  them 
for  acceptation,  he  was  opposed  by  his  colleague,  and, 
regardless  of  this  veto,  persisted  in  his  course,  he  was 
guilty  of  an  infringement  of  the  law  which  may  have  been 
the  plea  for  his  condemnation. 

How  confdsed,  wild,  and  thoughtless  are  the  stories  of  Different 
the  Boman  annalists  which  refer  to  this  period  is  plainly  *^?g^^  ^ 
seen  jfrom  the  accounts  which  Livy  and  Dionysius  give 
of  the  measure  of  Spurius  Cassius.  -^ 

According  to  Livy,*  Cassius  conquered  the  Hemicans,  The 
and  concluded  a  treaty  with  them,  by  which  they  gave  up  ^»^^^'^^ 
two-thirds  of  their  land.     This  land  Cassius  proposed  to 
divide  between  the  Latins  and  the  Eoman  plebs.     The 
plebeians  would  have  had  no  objections  to  urge,  if  it  had 


•  See  abore,  pp.  13Ö,  139.  *  Livy,  ii.  16. 
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been  proposed  that  they  alone  shotQd  have  the  conquered 
land,  bat  they  could  not  make  up  their  minds  to  share  it 
with  the  Latins,  and  therefore  they  condemned  Cassius  to 
death;  although,  apart  from  the  intended  boon  of  the 
agrarian  law,  he  had  thought  to  win  their  &vour  by  pro- 
posing that  the  money  which  they  had  paid  for  the  com 
sent  from  Sicily  in  the  year  of  the  famine  should  be 
rest(»ned  to  them.  The  whole  of  this  story  is  mere  moon- 
shine. The  war  with  the  Hemicans  was  invented  to 
account  for  the  well-known  treaty  with  them,  as  we  have 
already  seen,^  and  the  alleged  proposal  to  divide  the 
money  paid  for  the  Sicilian  com  among  the  plebs  is  as 
unauthentic  as  the  whole  story  of  the  fiunine  of  the  year 
493  B.O.,  as  the  conquests  of  Coriolanus,  and  as  the  gift; 
of  the  Sicilian  tyrant.  Perhaps  Niebuhr  is  right  in  his 
ingenious  conjecture  that  this  feature  of  the  story  was 
borrowed  from  a  similar  proposal  of  C.  Gracchus  in  122 
B.c.,  and  ¥ras  therefore  of  very  recent  date.' 

Still  wilder  than  the  account  of  Livy  is  that  of  Diony- 
sius.'  According  to  him,  Sp.  Cassius  proposed  to  give 
away  two-thirds  of  the  Boman  public  land  to  the  Latins 
and  Hemicans,  and  to  divide  the  remainder  among  the 
Boman  plebs.  This  astounding  misrepresentation  is, 
like  the  report  of  Livy,  an  inference  from  the  same 
treaty  of  Borne  with  the  Latins  and  Hemicans.  And 
in  the  story  of  Dionysius  also  we  can  trace,  as  in 
that  of  Livy,  a  reminiscence  of  the  civil  disturbances  of 
the  second  century  b.o.  Dionysius  sajs  that  Cassius,  in 
order  to  carry  his  law,  invited  the  Latins  and  Hemicans 
to  an  assembly  of  the  Boman  people,  and  that,  by  an  edict 
of  the  consul  Virginius,  they  were  prevented  from  taking 
part  in  the  Boman  comitia.  This  feature  of  the  story  is 
plainly  borrowed  from  the  year  123  b.c.,  not  less  than  363 
years  later,  when  C.  Gracchus  invited  the  Latins  and  the 
Italian  allies  to  come  to  Bome  to  vote,  and  when  the 


>  See  above,  p.  155. 

'  Niebuhr,  Bom  Cresch.,  ii.  100;  Engliah  tranBlation,  ii.  168. 

'  Dionysius,  TÜi.  69. 
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Consul  Fannius  ordered  them  to  leave  the  town.  Such  chap. 
are  the  reports  of  one  of  the  most  important  measures,  s,  ,  *_> 
which  gave  the  first  impulse  to  an  agitation  calculated  to 
shake  the  republic  to  its  very  foundations.  We  know  with 
certainty  nothing  more  than  the  fact  that  an  ag)rarian  law 
was  proposed  by  Sp.  Caesius  and  firustrated  by  the  patri- 
cians ;  and  we  can  only  suppose  that  that  far-seeing  states- 
man proposed  what  subsequently  the  plebs  perseveringly 
struggled  for,  yiz.,  a  limitation  of  the  exclusive  right  of  the 
patricians  to  occupy  the  public  land,  and  the  admission 
of  all  citizens  to  a  share  in  what  was  thus  rescued  from 
the  grasping  monopoly  of  the  privileged  class. 

As  to  the  end  of  Cassius,  our  authorities  are  partly  The  death 
contradictory,  partly  so  vague  that  we  are  obliged  to  give  casaiir"* 
up  altogether  the  attempt  to  understand  it,  or  to  rest 
content  with  conjecture.  It  is  universally  reported  *  that 
Sp.  Cassius,  after  the  expiration  of  his  third  consulship, 
was  accused  by  the  quaestors  L.  Valerius  and  K.  Fabius 
of  trying  to  obtain  absolute  power,  but  we  are  left  quite 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  comitia  that  tried  him.  It  is  not 
likely  that  he  was  condemned  in  an  assembly  where,  as  in 
the  comitia  of  centuries,  the  plebeians  were  numerous ;  for, 
in  spite  of  all  that  Livy  has  to  say  about  the  discontent  of 
the  plebeians  on  account  of  the  liberality  of  Cassius  to 
the  allies,  he  acknowledges  that  they  suffered  a  defeat  in 
his  condemnation.  It  is,  therefore,  most  likely  that 
Cassius  was  accused  before  the  patrician  curise,  and 
judicially  murdered  by  the  exasperated  party  of  the 
nobility,  under  the  always  ready  and  easily  proved 
accusation  of  an  attempt  to  obtain  absolute  power.' 

There  was,  however,  another,  and  a  totally  different, 
account  about  the  end  of  Sp.  Cassius,  namely,  that  he  was 

1  Cicero,  PMipp.,  ii.  44,  114  :  '  Sp.  Cassins  propter  snspicioDem  regni  appe- 
tendi  est  neeatns.'  CicerOi  De  Rep.,  ii.  35,  60.  Liyy,  iv.  15.  Dionysius,  yiii. 
77,  87 ;  ix.  1,  3,  61  ;  X.  88.    Diodorus,  xi.  87. 

*  As  the  assembly  of  the  curisB  had  to  invest  the  magistrates  with  the 
imperium,  the  same  assembly  might  yeiy  properly  be  considered  entitled  to 
judge  what  nse  the  magistrates  had  made  of  the  imperium. 
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BOOK     sentenced  and  put  to  death  by  his  own  father.*     It  is 
_    .'    ^  difficult  to  say  what  we  are  to  think  of  this  story ;  we  see, 
howeyer,  in  it  a  new  and  striking  example  that  the  sources 
of  our  information  are  still  far  from  being  clear,  consis- 
tent, and  trustworthy. 

*  Livy,  ii.  41.    Valer.  Maxim.,  v.  8,  2. 
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CHAPTEE  Vin. 

THE   DEVELOPMENT   OP  THE   CONSTITUTION   BEPOEE 
THE   DECEHYIBATE« 

The  establisliment  of  the  tribuneship  of  the  people  had     CHAP. 
apparently  introduced  no  new  principle  into  the  constitu- 


tion  of  the  republic.      The   authority  of  the  patrician  state  of 
consuls,  of  the  patrician  senate,  of  the  assembly  of  cen-  *?*^". 
tnries,  in  which  the  patricians  were  paramount,  remained  establish- 
what  it  had  been  before.     The  plebeian  magistracy  of  the  ^^l^! 
tribunes  of  the  people  was  intended  only  to  inforce  the  buneship. 
carrying  out  the   law  which   granted  lawftd  protection 
to  the  plebeians.     It  was,  therefore,  not  hostile  to  the 
spirit  of  the  old  constitution,  but  rather  in  conformity 
with  it. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  this  apparent  preservation  of  the  old  Kecog^i- 
institutions  of  the  state,  the  beginning  was  made  of  a  piebs 
great  revolution.  The  plebeians  had  already  become  so  ^l^^^ 
important  a  body  that  the  apparently  small  privilege  which 
secured  to  them  nothing  more  than  the  right  of  protection 
became  a  weapon  in  their  hands,  by  which  they  could 
gradually  obtain  full  and  equal  rights  with  the  old 
citizens.  In  the  first  place,  the  election  of  plebeian  magis- 
trates by  the  plebs  was  formally  acknowledged  and  recog- 
nised by  the  patrician  consids  and  senate.  This  implied 
the  recognition  by  the  state  of  the  plebs  as  a  distinct  and 
legally  constituted  body,  as  one  of  the  constituent  parts  of 
the  Boman  people.  The  plebeian  tribes,  no  doubt,  had 
been  self-governing  bodies  from  the  very  beginning ;  and 
had  managed  their  own  affairs  in  their  plebeian  assemblies, 
without  interference  on  the  part  of  the  patricians ;  but  of 
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their  proceedings  hitherto  the  consuls  and  the  senate  had 
taken  no  notice.      Their  resolutions  had  had  no  more 
weight  or  legal  effect  on  the  officers  of  the  state  than  the 
resolutions  carried  by  an  association  or  society  not  recop:- 
nised  by  law  or  not  invested  with  political  functions.   The 
chief  officers  whom  the  plebeians  had  hitherto  chosen  for 
themselves  were  not  invested  with  any  authority  to  co- 
operate with  or  to  control  the  patrician  magistrates  ;  they 
were,  in  the  eyes  of  the  latter,  nothing  more  than  private 
individuals.     This  was  altered  now.     Since  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  plebs  were,  by  a  solemn  covenant  with  the 
patricians,  endowed  with  specified  rights  and  functions, 
which  could  not  be  ignored  by  the  patrician  magistrates, 
and  since  their  persons  had  received  a  special  dignity  and 
inviolability,  the  elections  of  the  plebeian  officers  were 
binding  on  the  whole  state,  and  the  plebeian  comitia  as 
such  took  a  part  in  the  political  transactions  in  which  the 
sovereignty   of  the  Boman  people  was  expressed.     The 
immediate  consequence  of  the  tribuneship  of  the  people 
was  the  organisation  of  the  assembly  of  tribes,  the  co^ 
mitia  iributay  whereby  they  lost  their  former  character  as 
factional  or  party  meetings,   and  were  raised    to    the 
dignity  and  functions  of  assemblies  of  the  Boman  people. 
In  what  way  this  constitution  of  the  comitia  of  tribes 
was  effected  cannot  be  shown  with  certainty.     Even  the 
mode  of  election  adopted  for  the  first  tribunes  during  the 
secession,  and  for  their  successors  until  471  B.c.,  is  by  no 
means  ascertained  beyond  doubt.     Livy,^  who  often  care- 
fully avoids  or  skilfully  conceals  difficulties,  does  not  say 
by  which  assembly  the  first  and  the  succeeding  tribunes 
were  elected,  and  in  his  account  of  the  year  471  b.o.  he 
mentions  for  the  first  time  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
Publilian  law,  the  tribunes  were  from  this  time  forward 
elected  in  the  comitia  of  tribes.     Dionysius,'  who  endea- 
vours to  compensate  for  the  deficiency  of  his  sources  by 
his  rich  imagination,  states  that  the  first  tribunes  were 


*  Livy,  ii.  38. 


*  Dionysius,  vi.  80 ;  iz.  41. 
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elected  in  the  comitia  of  caries ;  and  CiceroJ  who  is  not     CHAP. 

VTU 

always  a  trustworthy  witness   on    Boman  antiquities,'  —  ^  *-^ 


agrees  with  him  in  this  statement. 

Modem  historians  have  ventured  to  question  this  Theories  of 
accotrnt,  especially  on  the  ground  that  the  patrician  comitia  ^ten. 
of  curies  would  hardly  have  been  suitable  to  choose  the 
representatiyes  of  the  plebeians,  whose  special  duty  it 
was  to  act  as  a  check  on  the  unfairness  of  the  patrician 
mag^ifftrates.  In  truth,  this  view  can  be  held  by  those 
only  who  accept  the  theory  of  the  ancient  writers,  that 
the  comitia  of  curise  in  the  regal  period  were  of  a  demo- 
cratic nature,  and  included  the  plebeians.  Yet,  even  this 
theory  does  not  remoTe  all  doubts.  Above  all  things,  we 
may  naturally  ask  how  it  happened  that  this  assembly  of 
the  curies,  which,  since  the  establishment  of  the  republic, 
was  superseded  in  all  legislative  and  electire  functions  by 
the  assembly  of  centuries,  was  revived  for  the  purpose  of 
serving  for  a  newly  established  ofBce  like  that  of  the 
tribtmes.' 

After  duly  weighing  all  the  arguments  that  can  be  Antiquity 
brought  forward  in  favour  of  the  different  modes  of  elect-  buneship. 
ing  tiie  first  tribunes,  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
plebeians,  who  before  this  period  had  no  other  assemblies 
than  those  of  their  tribes  for  the  election  of  their  own 
plebeian  officers,  made  use  of  the  same  comitia  tributa  for 
electing  the  tribunes,  who  were  in  all  probability  their  old 
officers  invested  with  new  rights,  and  now  for  the  first 
time  formally  recognised  by  the  patricians,  as  representa- 
tives and  patrons  of  the  plebs.  The  assemblies  of  the 
local  tribes  thus  attained  an  importance  which  they  had 

"  deetco,  IVo  Ccmd,,  tr.  23, 

*  He  says,  in  the  same  passage,  that  the  number  of  tribunes  was  ten  from 
the  first  establishment  of  the  office  downwards,  bnt  he  is  qnite  alone  in  this 
statement. 

>  Jfommsen  modifies  this  theory  by  the  hypothesis  that  the  plebeians  had 
cniiatic  assemblies  of  their  own  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  tribunes.  This 
hypothesis  is  unsupported  by  any  plausible  reasons  or  any  evidence.  Equally 
improbable  is  the  election  of  tribunes  in  plebeian  comitia  of  centuries  or  by 
co-optation. — Schwegler,  Bom,  GMch.,  ii.  537  ff. 
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never  had  before,  and  it  was  most  natural  that  the  patri- 
cians, who,  according  to  their  places  of  residence,  were,  like 
the  plebeians,  included  in  the  local  tribes,  laid  claim  to 
have  a  share  in  the  choice  of  the  tribunes. 

If  the  plebeians  had  agreed  to  this,  the  tribuneship  of 
the  people  would  have  changed  its  character  altogether. 
Under  the  influence  of  the  patricians  it  would  not  have  re- 
mained the  weapon  of  ofiEence  and  defence  of  the  plebeians. 
It  would  have  become  a  common  magistracy  of  all  citizens 
of  Rome,  and  would  not  have  been  a  wedge  driven  in 
between  the  two  principal  elements  of  the  Boman  people, 
destined  to  keep  them  distinct  and  at  enmity  one  with 
another.     The  patricians  often  made  the  attempt  ^    to 
amalgamate  these  two  elements.    Whether  they  them- 
selves frustrated  their  own  object  by  having  the  interest 
of  their  class  more  at  heart  than  the  common  weal,  we  do 
not  know.     But  this  is  possible,  and  even  probable,  and 
they  were  therefore  most  to  blame  for  the  continuance  of 
a  schism  which  their  cruelty  and  oppression  had  called 
forth«     The  circumstances  which,  in  471  b.c.,  led  to  the 
passing  of  the  Publilian  law,  seem  to  indicate  that  even 
at  that  time  the  attempt  was  made  by  the  patricians  to 
change  the  original  character  of  the  tribuneship  of  the 
people,  and  to  open  it  to  the  patrician  class.     The  patri- 
cians   intruded  themselves  in  the  assembly  of  the  ple- 
beians,* surely  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  disturbance, 
as  it  is  represented,  but  to  enforce  a  contested  right,  by 
which  they  claimed  to  take  part  in  the  comitia  of  tribes. 
Their    claim  affected  the  organisation  of   the  comitia 
materially,  and  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  decide, 
once  for  all,  how  these  should  be  constituted,  and  what 
privileges  they  should  have.     This  question  was  decided 
by  the  Publilian  law,  which  excluded  the  patricians  from 
the  comitia  tributa,'  and  specified  the  privileges  of  these 
comitia,  now  admitted  to  be  purely  plebeian.    To  these 


*  See  chap.  ix.  •  TAyj,  ii.  66. 

'  Livy,  ii.  60  :  '  Plus  dignitatis  comitiis  ipsis  detractum  est  patribos  e 
simmioTendis  quam  virium  aut  plebi  additum  aut  demtum  patribos/ 


:  concilio 
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pririleges  belonged  the  right  of  discussing  all  questions     CHAP, 
affecting  not  only  the  plebeian  order  but  the  community  *  - 

at  large^  and  the  right  of  electing  the  plebeian  magistrates, 
including,  of  course,  the  tribunes  of  the  people. 

The  Publilian  law  was,  therefore,  not  so  much  a  further 
acquisition  of  the  plebeians,  as  a  legal  interpretation  of 
the  rights  which  belonged  to  them  in  consequence  of  the 
sacred  laws.  These  were  the  right  of  meeting  together 
unmolested  in  separate  purely  plebeian  comitia,  the  right 
of  fireely  and  independently  electing  their  representatives, 
the  right  of  discussing  and  settling  their  own  affairs,  and 
in  certain  matters  of  passing  resolutions  which  affected  the 
whole  community.  These  resolutions  were  of  course  not 
bmding  on  the  state,  they  had  more  the  character  of  peti- 
tions than  enactments,  but  still  they  were  the  formal  ex- 
pression of  the  will  of  a  great  majority  of  the  Boman  people, 
and  as  such  they  could  not  easily  be  set  aside  or  ignored  by 
the  patrician  government.  It  was  natural  that  in  a  short 
time  a  custom  should  spring  up  regulating  the  manner  in 
which  such  resolutions  were  to  be  laid  before  the  senate. 
Once  introduced  into  the  senate,  the  resolutions  of  the 
tribes  were  launched  on  the  road  which  all  the  laws  of  the 
state  had  to  pass,  and  so  it  was  possible  that,  without  any 
farther  legal  privileges,  the  tribunes  of  the  people  parti- 
cipated in  the  sovereign  right  of  legislation  through 
the  assembly  of  tribes. 

The  first  use  of  this  right  was  made  by  the  plebs,  under  TheTeren- 
the  direction  of  their  tribunes,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  j^ws^ 
the  Terentilian  rogations. 
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THE   DECEHYIBS   AKD   THE   LAWS   OF  THE   TWELVE   TABLES. 

451  B.C. 

By  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  by  the  two  orders  of 
citizens  on  the  Sacred  Hill,  the  demand  of  the  plebeians 
not  to  be  subject  to  the  caprice  of  the  patrician  govern- 
ment, but  to  the  existing  laws,  was  granted.  As  a  guaran- 
tee of  this  legal  position  they  received  the  consecrated 
magistracy  of  the  tribunes.  But  when  the  tribunes  were 
called  upon  to  put  their  veto  upon  any  un&ir  or  illegal 
decision  of  the  patrician  magistrates,  they  found  them- 
selves insufficiently  acquainted  with  the  law,  and  it  was 
no  doubt  easy  for  the  patricians,  by  appealing  to  a  law 
known  and  accessible  only  to  themselves,  to  frustrate  the 
intercession  of  the  plebeian  tribunes. 

The  knowledge  of  law  was  guarded  as  a  sacred  mystery 
from  the  profaue  eye  of  the  plebeians.  It  was  cultivated  in 
the  patrician  families  as  a  kind  of  secret  science,  and,  like 
the  precepts  of  a  priesthood  jealous  and  ambitious  of  power, 
it  was  strictly  preserved  from  being  written  down  and 
published.*  This  exclusive  possession  of  the  principles  and 
formulae  of  law  was  one  of  the  greatest  supports  of  patrician 
authority,  and  kept  the  ignorant  masses  in  a  state  of  de- 
pendence from  which  even  the  protection  of  the  tribunes 
was  not  able  to  deliver  them. 

It  could  not,  therefore,  be  long  after  the  establishment 

>  A  Btriking  example  of  the  jealousy  with  which  the  ruling  class  kept  the 
laws  from  the  knowledge  of  the  subject  population  is  contained  in  the  Brah- 
minical  law,  which  ordains  that '  if  a  Sudra  even  listened  to  tlie  reading  of 
the  sacred  books,  burning  oil  was  to  be  poured  into  his  ears ;  if,  however,  he 
committed  them  to  memory,  he  was  to  be  killed.' — Buckle,  Hist,  oj  Civilisation, 
1.71. 
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of  the  triboneship  before  the  plebeians  felt  the  necessity     chap. 
of  patting  an  end  to  the  exclnsive  possession  of  the  laws 


which  the  patricians  enjoyed,  and  to  make  them  the  com-  written 
mon  property  of  the  whole  nation.  This  conld  only  be  l»^. 
done  by  writing  them  down  and  making  them  public.  A 
proposal  was  accordingly  made  in  the  assembly  of  the 
tribes  by  the  tribune  C.  Terentilins  Arsa  (462  s.o.)  to 
appoint  a  commission  for  the  purpose  of  committing  to 
writing  the  whole  of  the  laws.  The  proposal  was  by  no 
means  revolationary ;  it  was,  on  the  contrary,  conservative. 
A  reform  of  the  state,^  like  that  which  Solon  was  commis^ 
sioned  to  effect  in  Athens,  was  not  contemplated  by  the 
movers  of  the  law.  The  proposal  did  not  at  first  affect 
the  constitution  at  all,  but  only  the  civil  law.  Nor  was  it 
intended  that  this  should  be  remodelled  after  new  prin* 
ciples.  Nothing  was  proposed  but  a  codification  and 
pablication  of  the  law  which  was  then  in  force.  Such  a 
work  is,  indeed,  not  easy,  even  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances,  and  it  is  a  convincing  proof  of  the  spirit 
and  strength  of  will  of  the  Boman  plebs  that  they  so  early 
insisted  on  carrying  a  measure  not  less  difficult  than 
salutary. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  patricians  apposed  with  Resistance 
all  their  strength  a  measure  which  would  wrest  a  most  patridans. 
powerful  weapon  out  of  their  hands.  As  yet  the  plebs 
had  no  share  in  the  regular  course  of  legislation.  Their 
representatives,  the  tribunes,  had  neither  the  right  to 
summon  the  senate,  nor  to  lay  before  it  proposals  respect- 
ing new  laws.  In  all  probability  they  were  not  even  en- 
tiÜed  to  enter  the  h^  of  the  senate,  and  had  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  modest  privilege  of  listening  outside  to 
the  proceedings.  They  could  indeed  speak  to  their  fellow- 
plebeians  in  public  meetings  of  the  necessity  of  the  pro- 
posed reform,  and  so  they  could  exercise  a  pressure  on  the 

>  JAry  (iii.  9,  24)  dwells  especially  on  the  fact  that  the  reform  was  intended 
to  limit  the  consular  power.  This,  howeTer,  does  not  imply  that  the  nature  of 
the  consular  office  was  to  be  modified.  All  that  was  intended  or  expected 
was  to  prevent  abuse  of  pow«r.  For  the  origin  of  the  story  of  the  commis- 
sioners sent  to  them  to  study  the  Greek  law,  see  p.  79,  and  below,  p.  262. 
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BOOK     senate  and  the  patricians,  but  the  decisions  in  the  assembly 
> ^ '  of  tribes  were  not  binding  and  might  be  ignored  by  the 


senate.  Only,  as  they  expressed  the  opinion  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Eoman  people,  which,  if  entirely  disregarded, 
might  possibly  lead  to  a  violent  revolution,  they  exercised 
on  the  better  and  more  intelligent  part  of  the  nobility  an 
influence  that,  under  continued  agitation,  promised  suc- 
cess. For  this  reason  the  contest  for  the  passing  of  the 
bill  of  Terentilius  lasted,  according  to  tradition,  not  less 
than  ten  years,  and  all  means  of  open  and  secret  opposi- 
tion and  of  partial  concession  were  made  use  of  to  elude 
the  claims  of  the  popular  party.  The  attacks  of  foreign 
enemies,  of  the  Yolscians  and  ^quians,  which  just  at  this 
time  were  most  alarming,  ofben  supplied  the  patricians 
with  a  plea  for  letting  internal  dissensions  rest  for  a 
whue.  This  was  the  period  when  the  Volscians  penetrated 
into  the  heart  of  Latium,  and  broke  up  the  Latin  league. 
Even  Bome,  no  longer  protected  and  shielded  by  Latium, 
was  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy.  The  iBquians 
succeeded  one  night  in  gaining  possession  of  the  Capitol 
by  a  bold  assault,^  while  the  patricians  and  plßbeians  were 
in  the  midst  of  their  civil  dissensions.  Such  events  were 
eminently  calculated  to  convince  even  the  staunchest 
patricians  that  it  was  high  time  to  conciliate  the  warlike 
plebeians,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  internal  dissensions 
of  the  republic.  They  contributed,  no  doubt,  to  give  the 
necessary  weight  to  the  popular  demands,  and  to  smooth 
down  difficulties  which  might  be  involved  in  any  irregu- 
larity or  informality  in  the  mode  of  proposing  the  law. 
Patrician  We  hear,  therefore,  of  various  concessions  made  by  the 
patricians  before  they  accepted  the  principle  of  the  new 
law.  Among  these  must  be  reckoned  the  increase  of  the 
tribunes  from  five  to  ten  (457  b.c.),  by  which  a  greater 
number  of  plebeians  came  within  reach  of  the  protection 
of  the  tribunes ;  *  moreover,  the  giving  up  of  the  Aventine 

>  See  p.  169. 

2  Mommsen  {Bom,  Gesch,,  i.  288 ;  EDglish  translation,  i.  289)  looks  npon 
this  increase  of  the  number  of  tribunes  as  a  measure  of '  yeiy  questionable  Talne 
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hill '  to  the  sole  use  of  the  plebeians,  a  measure  by  which  CHAP, 
the  patrician  possessions  on  that  hill  were  resumed  by  the  , '  ^ 
state,  and  portioned  out  to  plebeians.  Shortly  after  this 
(4o4  B.C.)  a  law  ^  was  proposed  by  the  consuls  themselves, 
i.e.  the  patrician  party,  which,  quite  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Terentilian  proposals,  regulated  the  amount  of  fines  which 
the  consuls  should  have  a  right  to  inflict,  and  thus  limited, 
in  one  direction  at  least,  the  consular  authority.  The 
maximum  was  fixed  at  two  sheep  and  thirty  bullocks,  a 
measure  which  casts  a  light  on  the  domestic  condition  of 
Bome  at  this  period,  and  shows  that  we  must  picture 
Borne  to  ourselves  as  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  far  re- 
moved from  an  imposing  town  life-  It  was  not  till  twenty- 
four  years  later  that  these  fines  were  fixed  in  money. 

But  all  these  concessions  failed  to  satisfy  the  plebs.  Tbe 
Although  Terentilius,  the  original  proposer  of  the  mo-  vi>ai°com. 
tion,  is  never  named  again  after  the  first  year,  and  may  miBsion. . 
therefore  be  supposed  to   have   died,  his   proposal  was 
taken  up  by  the  succeeding  tribunes  year  after  year.     It 
is  possible  that,  during  the  course  of  these  years,  some 
modifications  were  made  in  the  original  motion.     Still  we 
may  presume  that,  essentially,  it  remained  the  same,  as 
eventually,  after  a  ten  years'  struggle,  it  was  passed  into 

for  the  plebs,  because  it  made  it  easier  for  the  patriciaDS  to  secnrft  one  or  several 
of  them  to  support  tbe  patrician  interest.*  Scbwegler  (Bom.  Gesch.,  ii.  695) 
("xpresses  the  same  opinion.  But  sorely  the  plebeians  understood  their  own 
interests  saffidently  not  to  accept  as  a  boon  what  was  really  an  insidious  attack 
on  their  order.  The  fact  is  that  as  yet  the  tribunes  did  not  act  in  their  collec- 
tive capacity,  but  each  tribune  acted  separately,  and  their  duty  consisted  aU 
but  ezdnsiTely  in  rendering  legal  aid  to  plebeians. 

*  By  the  lex  Icilia  de  Aventino  publicando  466  b.c.  Of  this  law  we  know 
in  reality  nothing  but  the  name,  for  the  detail  given  by  Dionysius  is  of  his 
own  invention.  If  we  are  to  believe  the  stories  of  the  regal  period,  the  Aven- 
tine  was  even  then  the  plebeian  quarter  of  Rome  (Livy,  i.  33.  Schwegler,  Bom, 
Gfseh.y  i.  605.  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  CredihilHy  cf  Early  Bom.  Hist.,  ii.  183),  and 
therefore  could  not  be  covered  with  fields  and  woods.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine 
how  the  patricians  could,  under  such  circumstances,  have  had  possessions  on 
the  Aventine.  Yet  we  have  no  alternative  but  to  suppose  that  such  was  the 
case.  Perhaps  the  Icilian  law  had  the  effect  of  making  the  plebeian  holdings 
on  the  Aventine  freehold  property,  whereas  they  had  previously  been  held  by 
the  client  tenure. 

*  The  lex  Atcitnla  Tarpeia.~See  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  ii.  608  ff. 
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law.  It  proposed  that  a  commiBsion  of  ten  men,  being 
partly  patricians  and  partly  plebeians,  should  be  ap- 
pointed, for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  existing  law  into 
a  code.^  At  the  same  time  the  consular  constitution  was 
to  be  suspended,  and  the  ten  men  to  be  intrusted  with 
the  government  and  administration  of  the  commonwealth 
during  the  time  that  they  acted  as  legislators.  By  the 
same  law  the  plebeian  magistracy  of  the  tribunes  of 
the  people  ce8fied  likewise,  and  the  ten  men  became  a 
body  of  magistrates  intrusted  with  unlimited  authority. 
The  Bomans  thought  that  the  difficult  task  of  compiling 
a  code  could  not  be  accomplished  unless  those  who  were 
intrusted  with  it  were  unfettered.  More  especially  the 
tribunes  of  the  people,  whose  particular  function  and  duty 
it  was  to  act  as  a  check  on  the  magistrates,  might  have 
frustrated  the  whole  scheme  of  legislation,  if  it  had  not 
been  agreed  to  suspend  the  office  of  tribunes  for  a  time. 

But  the  patricians  did  not  act  entirely  in  good  fieiith. 
Confident  of  their  influence  in  the  assembly  of  centuries, 
they  consented  that  men  of  both  orders  should  be  eligible 
for  the  office  of  decemvirs,  but,  this  done,  they  carried  the 
election  of  ten  patricians.*  The  plebeians,  therefore,  were 
without  their  tribunes,  and  found  themselves  and  their 
interests  at  the  mercy  of  ten  patrician  magistrates. 
Having,  however,  obtained  this  advantage  over  the  cre- 
dulity of  their  opponents,  the  patricians  made  no  attempt 
to  use  it  insolently  as  a  party  victory.  The  decemvirs 
proceeded  with  wisdom  and  moderation.  Their  adminis- 
tration, as  well  as  their  legislation,  met  with  universal 
approval.  They  published  on  ten  tables  the  greater  part 
of  the  Boman  law,  and  after  these  laws  had  met  with 
the  approbation  of  the  people,  they  were  declared  by  a 
decision  of  the  people  to  be  binding. 

Thus  the  first  year  of  the  decemvirate  passed,  and  so  fSax 
the  traditional  story  is  simple  and  intelligible.     But  what 

^  Accoiding  to  LiTj  (iii.  9)  the  original  motion  of  Terentilins  was,  to  nomi- 
nate a  commission  of  five  plebeians  only. 
'  See  Mommsen,  Fonchungen^  p.  296. 
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now  follows  is  so  confosed  and  unnatural  that  we  must     CHAP, 
suspect  it  to  have  been  largely  corrupted  by  idle  tales  and 


partial  misrepresentations.  It  runs  as  follows: — The  thedecem- 
decemvirs  had  not  quite  finished  their  task.  It  was  there-  vi»te. 
fore  agreed  to  choose  decemvirs  for  the  following  year  also, 
that  the  statutes  might  be  completed.  The  patricians  made 
the  greatest  efforts  to  elect  the  most  eminent  men  of  their 
order  into  this  conmxission,  and  these  candidates  availed 
themselves  of  the  usual  means  for  obtaining  the  votes  of 
the  people.  But  a  formidable  rival  came  in  their  way,  no 
other  than  Appius  Claudius  himself,  who  was  regarded  as 
the  principal  support  of  the  patricians.  This  nmn  had 
been  a  member  of  the  first  decemvirate,  and  had  decidedly 
taken  the  lead  in  it.  He  now  conducted  himself  as  a 
sincere  friend  of  the  people,  and  contrived  to  obtain  adhe- 
rents among  the  leaders  of  the  plebeians,  the  Icilii  and 
Duilii,  the  former  tribunes.  To  prevent  his  re-election,  his 
patrician  colleagues  conferred  on  him  the  office  of  presid- 
ing at  the  comitia,  hoping  that  he  would  observe  the  usual 
custom,  and,  as  presiding  magistrate,  would  not  accept 
votes  for  himself.  But  this  ruse  did  not  succeed.  Appius 
Claudius  not  only  allowed  himself  to  be  elected,  but  also 
frustrated  the  election  of  the  principal  patrician  candi- 
dates. Thus  the  result  of  the  election  was  that,  besides 
Appius  Claudius,  only  men  of  inferior  weight  among  the 
patricians  obtained  seats  in  the  commission,  and  that  half 
of  the  members  were  plebeians.  The  new  decemvirs 
had,  however,  scarcely  entered  office  when  they  began  a 
perfect  reign  of  terror.  They  appeared  on  the  Forum 
with  a  band  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  Uctors,  and  these 
carried  axes  among  their  rods  as  a  sign  of  unlimited 
power  over  life  and  death.*  Nor  was  it  only  for  show, 
or  to  inspire  terror,  that  Appius  and  his  fellow-decemvirs 

>  Livy,  ill.  36:  'Decern  regain  species  erat  mnltiplicattisqiie  terror  noninfimis 
Bolnm  sed  primoribns  patrum  .  .  .  Aliqiiamdia  seqnatus  inter  omnes  terror 
fait ;  panllatim  totos  yertere  in  plebem  ccepit,  abstincbator  a  patribus ;  in 
hamiliores  libidinose  cmdeliterqae  consulebator.'  Cap.  37  :  '  £t  iam  ne  tergo 
quidem  abstinebator :  virgis  cedi,  alii  secori  subiici ;  et  ne  gratuita  crudelitas 
esset,  bonomm  donatio  ieqoi  domini  Bapplicium.' 
VOL.  I.  0 
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lives  nor  the   property   of   the   citizens,    especially  the 
plebeians,  were  safe  from  their  tyranny  and  greed.    The 
senate  was  hardly  summoned  at  all.     They  ruled  like  ten 
kings,  and  their  caprice  was  their  only  law.     They  gave  so 
little  thought  to  the  completion  of  their  task,  that  only 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  did  they  draw  up  two  more 
tables  of  laws,  to  be  submitted  to  the  assembly  of  the 
people. 
TTie  stories      When  their  time  of  office  expired,  Appius  and  his  col- 
andVip-     Icagucs  declined  to  abdicate.^    Their  rule  was  now  an 
ginia.         undisguised  tyranny.     No  one,  however,  dared  to  oppose 
them,  until  by  two  acts  of  infamy  they  excited  the  people 
to  take  up  arms  against  them.     A  war  had  broken  out 
with  the  Sabines  and  with  the  ^quians.    While  Appius, 
with  one  of  his  colleagues,  carried  on  his  rule  of  terror  in 
the  town,  the  remaining  decemvirs  led  the  army  into  the 
field.    Here  they  caused  a  brave  soldier,  named  Siccius, 
formerly  a  tribune  of  the  plebs,  who  by  his  repeated  com- 
plaints against  the  tyrants  had  roused  the  discontent  of 
the  people,  to  be  murdered.    Meanwhile,  in  Bome,  Appius 
Claudius  broke  his  oath  and  the  law  by  pronouncing  a 
wilfully  false  sentence  from  the  seat  of  judgment.     He  de- 
clared a  freebom  Boman  virgin,  the  daughter  of  Yirginius, 
to  be  a  slave  and  the  property  of  one  of  his  clients,  whom 
he  had  suborned  to  claim  the  girl,  in  order  that  he  might 
get  her  into  his  own  power.  Virginius,  seeing  no  way  of 
shielding  his  daughter  from  disgrace  and  dishonour,  killed 
her  before  the  judgment-seat  of  the  tyrant  and  before  the 
eyes  of  the  people.   A  storm  now  broke  out  against  the  de- 
cemvirs, which  they  were  not  able  to  withstand.  The  senate 
took  courage  and  compelled  them  to  resign.  The  people  leffc 
Bome  in  a  body,  went  a  second  time  to  the  Sacred  Hill, 
and  did  not  return  till  the  old  constitution  and  the  sacred 
laws  had  been  re-established  and  the  tribuneship  of  the 
people  restored.     The  decemvirs  suflFered  for  their  crimes. 

>  Livy,  iii.  51 :  '  Decemyiri  qnerentos  se  in  oidinem  cogi,  non  ante  qnam 
perlatis  legibus,  qnarum  causa  creati  essent,  deposituros  Imperium  se  aiebant.' 
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Appios  Claudius  and  Spurius  Oppius,  the  most  guilty  of     CHAP. 
his  accomplices,  were  accused  of  having  broken  the  laws,         , ',  > 


and  died  in  prison  by  their  own  hands.     The  rest  were 
punished  with  banishment  and  forfeiture  of  their  property. 

This  is,  in  a  few  words,  the  story  which  Livy  and  Diony-  The  nar- 
sins  ^  have  ornamented  with  a  great  mass  of  rhetorical  Li^rJ^and 
detail.     Unfortunately  we  have  no  full  report  of  the  events  DionysiuB. 
independent  of  these  two  narratives,'  and  we  are  obliged  to 
use  the  few  faint  hints  given  us  to  shape  the  crude  mass 
of  confused  and  conflicting  statements  into  something 
which  can  be  accepted  as  at  least  a  possible  history  of  the 
time. 

We  start  from  the  peculiar  part  which  Appius  Claudius  Conduct  of 
played  during  the  decemvirate.  Though  he  is  painted  in  ^^^"*' 
the  glaring  colours  which  mark  all  the  Claudii  of  the  older 
annals  as  enemies  of  the  plebeians,  yet  he  appears  never- 
theless in  Livy's  account  to  be  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
ultra-patrician  party.  He  even  enjoys  the  favour  of  the 
plebs,  and  thereby  exercises  the  chief  influence  among  the 
decemvirs  of  the  first  year.'  He  has  become  entirely  a 
friend  of  the  people  ;^  he  agitates  against  the  nobles,  and 
for  the  candidates  of  lower  station  and  less  influence  ;*  he 
associates  with  the  leaders  of  the  plebs,  the  former 
tribunes.^    Thus  he  not  only  brings  about  his  own  re- 

'  LiTy,  ill.  33-54.  Dionjsius,  x.  64-xi.  45.  See  a  fuller  accoant,  contain- 
ing  all  tlie  variations,  in  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis's  Credibility  of  Early  Soman  History, 
ii.  196  if. 

«  The  account  of  Zonaras  (yii.  18)  is  too  scanty.  The  story  of  Virginia  was 
Tery  popular  in  Eome,  and  is  referred  to  by  numerous  writers ;  but  even  if  it  be 
aUowed  to  be  more  than  an  anecdote,  it  throws  no  light  on  the  nature  of  the 
decemviral  legislation,  and  the  accompanying  facts. 

*  LiTy,  iii.  33 :  '  Eegimen  totius  magistratns  penes  Appium  erat  favore 
plebis.' 

*  Livy,  iii.  33 :  '  Adeo  novum  sibi  ingenium  induerat,  ut  plebicola  ropente 
omnisque  aune  popularis  captator  evaderet,  pro  truci  ssevoque  insectatore 
plebis.' 

*  Livy,  iii.  35:  'Criminari  optimates,  extoUere  candidatorum  levissimum 
quemque  humillimnmque.'  The  humillimi  must  be  understood  to  have  been 
plebeians,  though  Livy  does  not,  like  Dionysius,  expressly  state  the  fact  that 
among  the  members  of  the  second  decemvirate  there  were  plebeians. 

*  Livy,  iii.  35:  'Ipse  medins  inter  tribunicios  Duilios  Iciliosque  in  foro 
volitare,  per  illos  se  plebi  venditare.' 

o  3 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


196  ROJiAN  HISTORY. 

BOOK  election,  but  frustrates  the  noiuination  of  the  most  zealous 
-  _  /  _■  and  influential  patricians.'  Finally  he  succeeds  so  far  that 
three  plebeians  are  chosen  among  the  second  decemvirs.^ 
These  features  of  the  story,  in  which  Appius  bears  a 
character  differing  so  widely  from  that  usually  ascribed  to 
the  Claudii,  deserve  the  more  credence  as  it  would  have 
been  easy  to  describe  Appius  Claudius  in  the  whole  stoiy 
as  a  consistent  enemy  of  the  plebs.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  in  the  traditions  respecting  the  decemvirate,  the  de- 
mocratic principles  of  Appius  Claudius  were  too  distinctly 
and  too  strongly  expressed  to  allow  the  annalists  to  exhibit 
him  in  this  respect  with  the  traditionary  characteristics 
of  his  family.  If,  therefore,  we  may  believe  any  one  single 
feature  of  the  story,  it  is  this  prominent  importance  of 
Appius  Claudius  in  a  policy  carried  out  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  the  narrow-minded  and  short-sighted  nobility. 
Motives  of  What  then,  we  may  ask,  was  the  intention  of  Appius 
Appius.  Claudius  ?  It  is  clear  that  he  could  not  have  been,  as  he 
is  represented,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  an  enemy  of  the 
leaders  of  the  nobility  and  a  tyrannical  oppressor  of  the 
common  people.  The  two  characters  cannot  be  united  in 
one  person.  From  whom  could  Appius  and  his  adherents 
have  expected  support,  if  they  had  estranged  both  nobles 
and  people  9  Here  is  evidently  a  perversion  of  the  truth, 
and  we  must  decide  whether  we  wish  to  accept  the  account 
of  his  enmity  or  of  his  friendship  for  the  people.  If  it  be 
admitted  that,  through  the  influence  of  Appius  Claudius, 
three  plebeians  were  elected  among  the  second  decemvirs, 
and  the  leaders  of  the  extreme  patrician  party  excluded, 
his  intention  must  have  been,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Terentilian 
law,  to  establish  harmony  between  the  two  orders.'    At 

>  Livy,  Hi.  35 :  *  Deiectis  honore  per  coitionein  dnobus  Quinctiis,  Capitolino 
et  CinciDnato  et  patruo  suo  C.  Claudio,  constantissimo  yiro  in  optimatum 
causa,  et  aliis  eiusdem  fastigii  ciTibus,  nequaquam  splendore  Titae  pares  decern- 
Tiros  creat.* 

^  Whilst  Liyy  does  not  distinctly  mention  plebeian  decemTirs,  but  speaks 
onlj  of  some  of  them  as  leyissimi  and  humillimi  (see  preceding  page^  note  5), 
Bionysius  reports  that  three  of  them  were  plebeian. 

'  Compare  Bionysius,  z.  54 :   £i0^Xdc  ydp  ns  rhif  "Avirtow  kwiBufiU  ^ptiP 
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the   election  of  the  first  decemvirs,  the  patricians  had     ^^^" 

succeeded  in  excluding  the  plebeians,  thereby  violating  * r^ — ' 

the  agreement  which  had  ended  the  long  disputes  about 
the  Terentilian  rogations.  By  the  mixed  composition  of 
the  second  decemvirate,  the  long-wished-for  equality  of 
xights  between  the  two  orders  might  be  obtained.  This 
was  probably  the  object  of  Appius  Claudius.  We  venture 
to  think  that  by  such  an  equality  of  rights,  he  hoped  to 
fill  up  the  gap  between  the  two  orders  of  citizens,  so  that 
the  tribuneship,  being  henceforth  superfluous,  need  not  be 
re-established. 

But  in  this  attempt  Claudius  had  to  encounter  the  whole  Opposition 
influence  of  the  party  of  the  uncompromising  patricians.  W^^^- 
He  did  not  succeed  in  winning  their  approval  for  his 
scheme  of  regulating  on  an  equable  footing  the  respective 
rights  of  the  plebeians  and  patricians.  The  two  last  tables 
which  were  yet  wanted  to  complete  the  whole  decemviral 
legislation  could  not  be  passed  by  Appius  and  his  col- 
leagues,' no  doubt  because  his  draft  contained  regulations 
unpalatable  to  the  old  aristocracy.  When  they  were  finally 
passed,  after  the  downfall  of  the  decemvirs,*  under  the  con- 
sulship of  Valerius  and  Horatius,  they  certainly  contamed 
such  unpopular  laws  as  the  one  which  forbad  marriages 
between  patricians  and  plebeians.  But  it  appears  that 
Claudius,  with  characteristic  firmness,  persevered  in  his 
purpose,  and  when  the  year  of  office  of  the  decemvirs  had 
expired,  he  declined  to  retire  with  his  colleagues  before  his 
laws  were  accepted  and  published.*  He  thereby  placed 
himself  in  a  false  position,  and  no  longer  had  the  formal 
law  on  his  side.     It  was  now  easy  for  the  patricians  to 

Lpxh^  ^€ptßaX4ff$eu  ico)  v6fiovs  KoraffrfiircurBat  r^  irorpi^i  6fioyoias  re  koI  tlpiivris 
Koi  Tov  fäay  STorraf  ^€urB<u  r^y  ir6\iv  ip^ai  roTs  <rvfjLiro\n'€Wfji4yois. 

1  Diodorus,  xii  24 :  Öiroi  8^  (the  decemTirs)  robs  v6fiovs  oIk  ^Suy^^croy 

*  Diodoros  (xii.  26)  states  this  distinctly  and  eren  emphaticallj :  'Eiri  ^h 
To{nw¥  {i.e.  the  consuls  Horatius  and  Valerias)  iv  rg  *Pc6/ui7  rrfs  vo/xoBwlas  9iä 
rV  T(i^<0'  äffwr€\4<rTov  y^voiiivris^  ol  uiraroi  <rvjf§r4\t<ray  ctirHiv,  T&w  yhp 
Ko^^ovfUimw  8c68cjca  wivdicwv  ol  /ikv  8cKa  (rvver€\4ff9iiffcuf,  robs  8*  iwoKtiirofAiyovs 
6^  Mypa^  ol  ^aroi,  *  See  p.  194,  note. 
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overthrow  the  bold  innovator  and  his  colleagues,  as  well  as 
to  frustrate  his  plans.  But  only  a  compulsory  resignation, 
and  not  by  any  means  a  revolt  of  the  people,  put  an  end  to 
the  decemvirate.  The  secession  which  took  place  at  this 
time  was  surely  not  directed  against  the  man  who,  like 
Sp.  Cassius  and  other  Boman  patricians,  had  the  mag- 
nanimity and  the  political  wisdom  to  oppose  the  presumed 
advantages  of  the  privileged  party.  If  we  are  not  mistaken, 
the  rising  and  the  secession  of  the  plebs  did  not  take  place 
before  the  abolition  of  the  decemvirate.  Then  the  two 
last  tables,  containing  the  unpopular  laws,  were  drawn  up 
by  the  consuls  Valerius  and  Horatius,  and  whue  the  old 
consular  government  was  restored,  the  attempt  was  made 
to  prevent  a  restoration  of  the  tribuneship.  Taking  this 
view  of  the  events  we  must  of  course  reject  the  story  of 
the  accusation  of  Appius  and  his  colleagues  by  the 
tribunes  of  the  people,  and  of  his  suicide  in  prison.  We 
shall  have  the  less  scruple  in  doing  this,  as  the  impeach- 
ment and  suicide  of  Appius  are  related  by  the  annalists  for 
the  year  470  b.o.  also.'  K  Appius  died  a  violent  death,  it 
was  not  the  plebeians  who  drove  him  to  it,  but  men  of  his 
own  order,  who  persecuted  in  him  the  traitor  and  apostate. 
The  annal«  of  the  aristocratic  families  have  concealed  this 
fact,  as  they  have  also  concealed  facts-  regarding  the 
punishment  of  other  friends  of  the  people.* 

This  is  our  view  of  the  history  of  the  second  decem- 
virate.' It  is  a  view  which  makes  that  history  appear  to 
some  extent  possible  and  intelligible«     Of  course  it  follows 

'  See  Schwegler,  Rom.  Ge&ch.^  ii.  569.  '  See  book  iii.  chap.  ii. 

'  Mommsen,  R6m.  Getch.^  i.  287,  expresses  similar  Tiews.  We  do  not  pre- 
tend to  maintain  that  the  course  of  events  here  indicated  is  proved  by  the 
evidence  we  possess.  All  we  can  hope  to  succeed  in  is  to  make  it  appear 
probable  or  likely.  And  this,  we  believe,  is  the  result  of  an  unbiassed  exami- 
nation of  the  received  story.  The  last  two  of  the  twelve  tables  contained  the 
unpopular  laws.  If  these  had  been  proposed  by  Appius  and  his  coUeagues, 
and  if  the  secession  of  the  plebs  had  been  directed  against  the  decemvirs, 
surely  the  triumph  of  the  secession  and  the  downfall  of  the  decemvirs  would 
have  resulted  in  a  modification  or  repeal  of  these  laws.  It  is,  therefore,  clear 
that  the  secession  was  not  directed  against  the  laws  proposed  by  the  decemvirs, 
but  against  the  attempt  of  the  patricians,  after  the  completion  of  the  decemviral 
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that  Appius  cannot  have  been  accused  by  the  popular  chap. 
party  of  the  ci'imes  said  to  have  been  committed  against  .  ^^'  ^ 
Siccius  and  Virginia.  Such  charges  may  well  have  been 
fabricated  against  him  by  the  patricians,  who  wished  to 
make  his  name  infamous.  The  whole  history  of  the  decem- 
virate  is  in  a  state  of  hopeless  confusion,^  and  our  conjec- 
tures cannot  be  adduced  as  proved  facts.  But,  however 
this  may  be,  the  story  of  Livy  and  Dionysius  is  so  absurd 
that  we  must  sacrifice  it  for  any  hypothesis  which  does 
not  require  us  to  accept  palpable  contradictions  as  facts, 
and  the  imaginations  of  a  feverish  dream  as  history. 

legislation,  to  preyent  the  restoration  of  the  old  tribuneship.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  hostility  between  the  decemvirs  and  the  senate  can  have  arisen  only 
from  one  cause,  Tiz.,  the  popular  tendencies  manifested  among  the  decemvirs, 
three  of  whom  were,  according  to  Dionysius,  plebeians. 

*  Sir  Q-,  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early  Boman  History^  ii.  252. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

EESTOEATION   OP   THE   CONSTITUTION  APTEE  THE 
DECEHYISATE. 

BOOK     It  is  almost  surprising  that  we  have  such  scanty  informa- 
tion regarding  the  events  which  preceded  and  followed 


[Hie  the    decemvirate.      The  movement  stirred    the  Boman 

^T^^      people  even  to  the  very  heart.    For  the  first  time  the  idea 
plebeian      was  discTissed  that  patricians  and  plebeians  were  members 
TOtoician     ^^  ^°®  ^^^  ^^^  same  political  body,  and  entitled  to  the 
oiders.        same  rights.     The  claim  that  both  ought  to  share  in  the 
government  of  the  state  was  made  and  allowed.     The 
plebeian  decemvirs  were  the  first  chief  magistrates  of  the 
republic,  who  belonged  to  the  inferior,  and  hitherto  sub- 
ject, class  of  the  population.     For  the  first  time  plebeians 
sat  on  the  curule  chairs  by  the  side  of  their  patrician 
colleagues,  conducted  the  deliberations  of  the  senate,  and 
led  the  legions  of  the  republic  in  tiie  field.   The  change  was 
rapid  and  too  great  to  last.     When  we  bear  in  mind  how, 
some  time  later,  after  the  establishment  of  the  military 
tribunes,  the  patrician  blood  boiled  up   at  the  idea  of 
seeing  the  descendants  of  their  former  clients  by  the  side 
of  the  scions  of  the  old  nobility,  wearing  the  insignia  of 
the  highest  office ;  and  how,  in  the  face  of  the  law,  they 
persevered  during  half  a  century  in  excluding  the  plebeians 
from  this  dignity;  how  half  a  century  later  they  could 
hardly  endure  plebeian  consuls,  and  repeatedly  succeeded, 
in  spite  of  the  Licinian  law,  in  getting  two  patricians 
elected — if  we  bear  this  in  mind,  a  strong  reaction  on  the 
part  of  the  narrow-minded  nobility  against  the  spirit  of 
the  decemviral  legislation,  and  especially  against  plebeians 
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having  any  share  in  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  republic,  CHAP, 
becomes  most  natural.  The  patricians  insisted  on  the  /  _- 
retirement  of  the  decemvirs,  and  on  the  restoration  of  the 
old  constitation.  Perhaps  they  pleaded  that  the  tribunes 
were  now  no  longer  needed,  since  the  legal  protection 
which  they  were  appointed  to  give  was  guaranteed  by 
the  laws  of  the  twelve  tables,  which  restrained  the 
patrician  magistrates  from  any  further  caprice  and 
injustice.  It  was,  as  we  have  seen,  only  against  such 
pretensions  as  these  that  the  rising  and  the  secession 
of  the  plebs  were  directed,  not  against  the  decemvirs,  who 
themselves  were  at  enmity  with  the  senate.  The  conse- 
quence of  the  secession  was  the  re-establishment  of  the 
plebeian  liberties,  that  is,  of  the  tribunes,  and  of  personal 
protection  against  the  caprice  of  the  patricians.' 

But  with  this  the  plebeians  were  no  longer  satisfied.  Bemands 
They  had  learned  their  strength.  In  spite  of  their  violent  plebeians. 
opposition,  the  patricians  had  found  themselves  compelled 
to  consent  to  the  compiling  of  the  code  of  laws.  Still  more : 
they  had  been  obliged  to  consent  to  the  election  of  plebeians 
to  the  decemvirate,  which  was,  for  the  time  being,  the 
highest  political  ojffice.  The  plebeians  had  no  intention  of 
returning  simply  to  the  same  position  which  they  had 
obtained  for  themselves  by  the  first  secession.  They  had 
grown  stronger.  The  patricians  had  lost  in  numbers  and 
moral  influence.  The  plebeians  now  laid  claim  not  merely 
to  toleration  and  protection  against  tyranny :  they  insisted 
on  having  a  share  in  the  government  of  the  state,  of 
which  they  were  the  chief  support,  and  which  they  could 
deprive  of  all  vital  power  by  the  simple  means  of  a 
secession.  The  time  had  now  come  when  a  real  union  of 
the  two  classes,  and  a  division  of  power,  might  have 
spared  the  state  a  long  period  of  iutemal  discontent; 


^  That  the  patricians  looked  npon  the  transaction  as  a  defeat  not  of  the 
decemvirs,  but  of  the  patrician  order,  is  the  view  expressed  by  Liyy,  iii.  55  : 
'Hsec  omnia  nt  invitis,  ita  non  adversantibos  patriciis  transacta.'  Ibid.  59 : 
'Multi  enmt^  qoi  mollius  cousoltum  dicerent  quod  legnm  ab  us  (the  consuls 
Valerius  and  Horatius)  latarum  patres  auctores  fuissent* 
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BOOK     and  this  was,  as  we  can  plainly  see,  the  object  which  some  of 
.•    -  the  wisest  men  in  Eome  had  in  view.   But  the  parties  were 
not  sufficiently  reconciled  to  one  another  for  such  a  xmion, 
and  it  appears  that  on  the  one  side  patrician  selfishness 
and  pride,  on  the  other,  plebeian  distrust,  were  the  great 
obstacles.    There  was  therefore  no  choice  left  but  to  go 
on  with  that  duaJistic  development  of  the  constitution, 
which  had  been  begun  at  the  first  secession  of  the  plebs, 
to  strengthen  and  complete  the  organisation  of  the  latter 
as  a  separate  power  in  the  state,  and,  by  opposing  it  to 
the  old  patrician  body,  to  establish  a  balance  between  con- 
fiicting  forces  and  interest«.     The  creation  of  the  tribune- 
ship  of  the  people  was  now  followed  up  by  a  second 
measure  of  equal  importance.     The  plebeian  assembly 
of  tribes  had  hitherto  been  recognised  only  as  an  assembly 
of   the    plebeians.      Their  resolutions   could  bind   only 
plebeians.     Only  in  so  far  as  the  tribunes  elected  by  them 
were  invested  with  authority  to  control  even  patrician 
magistrates,  were  the  votes  of  the  plebeian  assembly  of 
tribes  recognised  as  law  by  the  whole  of  the  community. 
Their  resolutions  on  other  matters  had  no  weight  but  that  of 
petitions,  and  might  be  rejected  as  impertinent  interferences 
in  state  aflFairs.     The  comitia  of  tribes  were  now  raised 
above  this  doubtful  and  unsatisfactory  position.    It  was  a 
great  step  in  the  development  of  plebeian  freedom  when, 
in  consequence    of   the    second    secession,   the  consuls 
Valerius  and  Horatius  caused  a  law  to  be  passed  in  the 
comitia  of  centuries,  that  the  resolutions  of  the  plebs  in 
their  tribes  should  be  binding  on  the  whole  people.* 
^R«<»gni-         By  this  law  the  tribuneship  was  not  simply  renewed,  but 
of  the         weapons  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  tribunes  with 
tribes^*  ^^  which  they  could  successfully  attack,  and  by  degrees  could 
by  the         couquer,  the  stronghold  of  patrician  privileges.     For  the 
patncians.  g^^^  ^:^^  |.j^^  tribunes  had  now  a  firm  legal  ground  under 
their  feet  for  this  purpose.    Mere  defence  and  protection 
were  no  longer  their  exclusive  business.     Their  whole 

>  Livy,  iii.  55 :  *  OoDsules  comitiis  centuriatiB  tulenint,  ut  quod  tributim  plebs 
iussisset^  populum  teneret/ 
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position  in  the  state  was  altered.    The  body  of  plebeians     CHAP. 
as  such  was  now  called  upon  to  co-operate  in  legislation. 


It  is  true,  its  powers  were  still  limited.  The  election  of 
consuls,  the  declaration  of  war,  the  jurisdiction  over  life 
and  death  were,  and  remained  in,  the  hands  of  the  centuries 
under  the  presidency  of  the  consuls ;  the  resolutions  of 
the  tribes,  confined  as  they  were  to  internal  and  civil 
questions,  were  moreover  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
senate  {patrum  auctoritas)^  just  like  the  resolutions  of  the 
centuries ;  but  this  very  co-operation  between  the  senate 
and  the  assembly  of  tribes  made  it  necessary  that  the 
tribunes  should  from  this  time  forward  stand  in  a  legal 
and  regular  relation  to  the  senate.  It  was  necessary  for 
them  to  have  the  opportunity  of  bringing  the  resolutions 
of  the  tribes  in  proper  form  before  the  senate  for  confirma- 
tion ;  ajid  accordingly  it  became  the  ordinary  practice  that 
the  propositions  of  the  tribunes  should  be  first  submitted 
to  the  senate  for  discussion,  and  then  to  the  decision  of 
the  people.'  Henceforth  therefore  we  find  the  tribunes 
taking  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  senate,'  at  first  only 
as  tolei*ated  listeners,  sitting  before  the  door  of  the  senate- 
hall,*  but  very  soon  after  admitted  to  the  interior  and 
obtaining  a  fiiU  share  of  influence. 

The  original  function  of  the  tribunes,  which  consisted  The 
in  rendering  legal  assistance  to  plebeians  in  individual  ^^J^^^**" 
cases  of  hardship  or  oppression,  was  also  changed  by  de- 
grees. They  began  to  interpose  their  veto  on  resolutions 
of  the  senate  and  administrative  measures  of  the  consuls. 
If  the  opposition  of  the  tribunes  was  apprehended — for 
instance,  against  the  levying  of  soldiers — it  must  have 
been  preferable  for  the  magistrates  to  meet  this  opposition 
at  the  very  outset — that  is,  in  the  senate — ^where  it  might 

'  It  ig  no  doubt  owing  to  this  regulation  that  henceforth  authentic  copies  of 
the  sencUus-consulta  were  deposited  in  the  temple  of  Ceres,  where  they  were 
in  the  keeping  of  the  plebeian  »diles,  and  therefore  under  the  control  of  the 
tribunes. — ^Liyy,  iii.  65.    See  Schwegler,  Bom.  Geseh.,  iü.  85. 

'  Liyy,  iv.  1,  26,  36,  44. 

*  Valer.  Maxim.,  ii.  2,  7.  Zonaras,  rii.  15.  See  Hoffinann,  Rim,  Senat, 
p.  109  ffi    Schwegler,  Rom,  Ge$ch.,  ii.  266. 
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BOOK     possibly  be  overcome  either  by  argxunent  or  by  direct 
V. — ^ — f  personal  influence,  than  to  see  themselves  checked  in  the 


carrying  out  of  the  resolution.  But  if  the  opposition  of 
the  tribunes  could  not  be  overcome,  it  was  expedient  to 
desist  from  such  measures  altogether. 
Jurifldic-  The  right  of  legislation  was  inseparable  in  antiquity 
tribunes,  from  that  of  jurisdiction.  It  was  therefore  natural  that 
the  comitia  of  tribes,  as  soon  as  they  had  power  to  legis- 
late for  the  people,  acquired  also  the  right  of  a  popular 
court  of  justice.  Now,  therefore,  begin  the  tribunician 
impeachments  of  patricians  before  the  comitia  of  tribes.^ 
The  jurisdiction  in  capital  cases,  it  is  true,  was  reserved 
for  the  comitia  of  centuries  by  a  law  of  the  twelve  tables, 
and  the  tribes  could  inflict  only  fines  ;  but,  even  with  this 
restriction,  the  plebeian  court  of  justice  proved,  in  the 
hands  of  the  tribunes,  who  naturally  acted  as  prosecutors, 
a  terrible  weapon  not  only  of  defence  but  also  of  attack. 
Through  the  right  of  impeachment,  which  was  practically 
the  right  of  punishing  their  antagonists,  the  tribunes 
gradually  lost  their  original  character,  and,  from  public 
protectors,  came  to  be  more  and  more  public  prosecutors. 
Nor  did  they  confine  themselves  to  prosecutions  which 
had  for  their  object  the  punishment  of  attacks  on  plebeian 
rights,  but  they  soon  arrogated  to  themselves  the  right  of 
bringing  before  their  forum  faults  and  offences  of  the 
magistrates  which  in  no  way  concerned  the  plebs  as  a  class. 
Thus  it  was,  without  doubt,  a  palpable  straining  of  the 
law  if  they  brought  an  impeachment  against  a  consul  for 
bad  management  in  war ;  for,  however  the  interests  of  the 
state  as  a  whole  might  be  affected  by  such  an  offence,  it 
could  hardly  be  maintained  that  any  plebeian  individually, 
or  the  plebs  as  a  body,  had  been  especially  wronged. 
Valerian  With  the  recognition  of  the  plebeian  comitia  of  tribes 

^^D^  as  a  popular  court  of  justice  was  connected  a  farther 
important  extension  of  plebeian  liberties.  By  it  a  court 
was  formed,  to  which  the  plebeians  could  appeal  from  the 

'  Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch,,  iii.  158. 
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decisions  of  patrician  judges.  Accordingly  a  law  of  appeal  is     CHAP, 
reported  to  have  been  given  by  Valerius  and  Horatius.^  The  ^ — ^ — ^ 
object  of  this  law  could  not  have  been  to  confirm  the  right  . 
of  appeal,  which  the  patricians  already  possessed  by  virijue 
of  one  of  the  Valerian  laws.     For  the  restoration  of  the 
consulship  after  the  decemvirate  would  have  been  no  h(md- 
fide  restoration  if  it  had  not  included  that  clause  of  the 
Valerian  laws  which  limited  the  authority  of  the  consuls, 
by  giving  to  the  patricians  the  right  of  appeal  from  their 
decisions  to  the  people,  i,e.  the  centuries.     The  new  law  of 
Valerius  and  Horatius,  which  is  apparently  identical  with 
the  old  Valerian  law  of  appeal,  can  therefore  apply  only 
to  the  plebeians.     These  were  now  allowed  to  share  a  right 
which  the  patricians  had  enjoyed  from  the  beginning  of 
the  republic  as  members  of  the  sovereign  people.     Nor  was 
this  new  right  anything  but  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  constitutional  law,  which  gave  to  the  plebeians  in 
the  assembly  of  their  tribes  a  share  in  the  sovereignty  of 
the  Roman  people.  As  this  assembly  was  henceforth  called 
upon  to  discharge  some  of  the  duties  of  legislation  and 
the  election  of  magistrates,  it  was  likewise  made  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  jurisdiction  exercised  by  the  Boman  people. 
The   comitia  tributa  constituted  henceforth  a  tribunal 
qualified  to  guarantee  the  plebeian  rights.'    No  obstacles 
were  therefore  left  which,  before  the  decemvirate,  had 
prevented  the  extension  of  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  plebs ;' 
and  the  difference  between  plebeians  and  patricians  which 
made  them  unequal  in  point  of  legal  security  ceased  to 
exist. 

This  improvement  in  the  legal  position  of  the  plebs  Changes 
might  have  been  a  motive  for  abolishing  the  tribuneship.  Saracter 
For,  as  we  have  seen,  the  principal  ftmction  of  the  tribunes  ^^,^^ 
was  to  provide  that  legal  protection  which  for  the  ple- 
beians was  to  take  the  place  of  the  right  of  appeal.    The 

*  Cicero,  De  Rep.y  ii.  31.    Livy,  iii.  66. 

*  At  least  in  all  cases  which  were  not  capital.    The  latter  belonged  to  the 
comitia  of  centuries. 

'  See  the  Authoi^s  article  in  the  Bheinischet  Museum,  1866,  p.  168. 
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tribuneship  nevertheless  remaiBed,  and  the  tribunes 
directed  less  attention  to  the  protection  of  the  civil  rights 
of  the  plebeians  than  to  the  obtaining  political  equality 
between  them  and  the  patricians.  When,  after  the  lapse 
of  about  100  years,  this  object  was  attained,  the  tribuneship 
was  transformed  into  an  organ  of  the  govemment,  by 
which  the  new  nobility  controlled  the  servants  of  the 
state,  until  at  a  still  later  period  the  greatly  increased 
power  of  the  tribunes  provided  the  demagogues  with  the 
means  of  overthrowing  the  republican  constitution. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  modem  historians  ^  that,  after 
the  decemvirate,  the  patricians  voted  with  the  plebeians 
in  the  assembly  of  tribes.  But  for  this  supposition  no 
argument  can  be  brought  forward  that  will  bear  examina- 
tion. For  although  the  patricians  were  included  in  the 
tribes  for  administrative  purposes — as,  for  example,  in  as- 
sessments for  the  public  taxes — and  although,  therefore, 
every  patrician  was  a  member  of  a  particular  tribe,  it  is 
not  a  necessary  consequence  that  they  were  allowed  to  vote 
in  the  assembly  of  tribes  with  the  plebeians.  The  English 
peers  are  also  members  of  certain  parishes,  which  form 
part  of  the  parliamentary  divisions  of  counties ;  but  ihey 
have  no  vote  in  parliamentary  elections.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  wording  of  the  laws  themselves  serves  as  a 
proof  that  the  patricians  were  excluded  from  the  assembly 
of  tribes.  The  law  of  Valerius  and  Horatius  of  449  b.c. 
declares  that  the  resolutions  of  the  tribes  should  be  bind- 
ing on  the  whole  state,  i.e.  patricians  as  well  as  plebeians. 
This  declaration  would  have  been  superfluous,  if  the  patri- 
cians as  well  as  the  plebeians  had  been  included  in  the 
assembly  of  tribes.  Nor  do  we  find  a  single  instance  of  a 
patrician  voting  in  the  assembly  of  tribes ;  but  it  often 
happened  that  they  tried  to  influence  their  friends  and 
adherents  who  had  votes.* 


*  See  Niebuhr,  Bom.  Gesch,,  ii.  355 ;  English  translation,  ii.  320.  Peter, 
Epochen,  p.  33.  Becker,  Eoai,  Alt.,  ii.  part  i.  176.  Schwe^ler,  Som.  GescK,  i. 
738 ;  ii.  662. 

*  The  same  inference  mnst  he  made  from  the  expressions  of  those  writers 
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The  assemblies  of  the  tribes  therefore,  although  always     CHAP. 

purely  plebeian,  assumed  more  and  more  the  character  of  . — , 

general  assemblies  of  the  people.    This  is  the  more  easily  indirect 
explained,  as  the  votes  in  the  tribes  were  taken  by  heads,  j^°^^^^ 
and  the  patricians,  who  were  continually  becoming  fewer,  patnckns. 
could  have  no  direct  influence  on  the  result  of  the  voting. 
They  found  it  more  convenient  to  rely  on  that  indirect  in- 
fluence which  cannot  be  taken  away  from  the  rich  and 
powerful  by  any  electoral  law.  By  this  means  the  comitia  of 
tribes  became,  in  time,  like  the  tribunes  of  the  people,  an 
instrument  of  government  in  the  hands  of  the  nobility,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  English  House  of  Commons  has 
generally  served  the  interests  of  the  aristocracy  of  England.* 

The  assemblies  of  tribes  were  now  no  longer  convened  Ple- 
eiclusively  by  plebeian  magistrates — ^the  tribunes  and  ^^■*^*'*"" 
their  assistants,  the  sediles — but  also  by  the  higher  curule 
magistrates,  who  were  originally  purely  patrician.  In 
such  cases  they  had  a  resemblance  to  the  old  assemblies 
of  Boman  citizens,  especially  on  account  of  the  religious 
ceremonies  with  which  they  were  opened  by  the  patrician 
magistrates.  Plebiscites,  however — i.e.  plebeian  resolutions 
properly  so  called — ^were  only  those  which  the  plebs  made 
under  tiie  presidency  of  plebeian  magistrates.* 

Simultaneously  with  the  new  order  of  things  brought  Establish- 
about  by  the  second  secession  of  the  plebs  (449  b.c.)  an  SeV»8. 
innovation  took  place,  which  was  the  first  step  in  the  ^"^ip- 

▼ho  define  the  word  plebiscitvm,  the  legal  term  for  the  leBolution  of  the  plebeian 
comitia  of  the  tribes.  Oellius  (Noct.  Att,  x.  20,  6)  says :  *  Plebiscitum  est 
secrmdum  Capitonem  lex  quam  plebes,  non  popnliis  accipit.'  See  also  Festns, 
B.  T.  Popnli,  p.  233,  ed.  Müller ;  and  Ghellins,  Noct.  Att.,  xy.  27,  4. 

*  Liry,  iv.  61  ;  viii.  23  ;  xxvi.  2  ;  xxx.  27 ;  xxxiii.  27  ;  xlv.  36.  The  Honse 
of  Commons  has  several  points  of  resemblance  with  the  comitia  tribnta  of 
Itome.  Though  the  peers  are  excluded  from  it,  the  House  of  Commons  practi- 
cally governs  England.  It  has,  however,  hitherto  for  the  most  part  represented 
and  carried  out  the  policy  of  one  or  the  other  section  of  the  English  nobility. 

'  Mommsen  {Fortcltungent  p.  151)  argues  from  this  difference  that  there 
^ere  two  distinct  forms  of  comitia  tributa,  first  purely  plebeian  assemblies 
under  the  presidency  of  tribunes  or  sediles,  and  secondly  assemblies  in  which 
plebeians  and  patricians  were  mixed,  under  the  presidency  of  other  magis- 
tiateB.  He  has,  however,  adduced  no  proof  and  no  argument  to  make  his 
^ev  acceptable. 
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BOOK  direction  taken  by  the  subsequent  constitutional  reforms. 
.-  /  ■ .  It  appears  that  till  now  the  consuls  had  had  the  free  dis- 
posal of  booty  made  in  war,  and  of  the  war  treasury,  if 
such  a  thing  then  existed.  In  the  wars  of  that  time,  in 
which  rapine  and  plunder  played  a  great  part,  the  booty 
was  of  the  highest  importance  for  the  unpaid  soldiers. 
We  may  believe  Livy,  that  party  interest  often  determined 
the  mode  in  which  the  consuls  acted  with  regard  to  the 
division  of  the  spoils.  In  order  to  take  away  from  the 
consuls  this  arbitrary  power,  and  to  give  to  the  people  a 
more  direct  influence  in  this  matter,  the  new  office  of 
quaestors  ^  was  now  established,  and  the  nomination  for 
this  office  was  intrusted  to  the  comitia  of  tribes,  with  this 
restriction,  however,  that  they  should  only  elect  patri- 
cians. 

1  On  the  queestorship  see  the  Author's  Researches,  p.  75. 
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CHAPTEE  XI. 

DEYELOPMENT   OF   THE   BIGHTS   OF   THE   PLEBEIANS. 

The  laws  of  the  Twelve  Tables  form  the  first  unmistakable     chap. 
landmark  on  the  confines  of  legend  and  history.     The  ^_    /  _ 


alleged  documents  of  the  earlier  period  ^  are  all  either  The 
felsely  interpreted  or  downright  forgeries.      Even  the  df^oi»- 
oldest  annalists  possessed  no  real  documentary  evidence  legislation. 
&om    the  time  preceding  the   decemvirate.       But    the 
twelve  tables  were  for  a  long  time  well  preserved  and 
universally  known.    At  the  same  time  we  are  approaching 
a  period  which  made  so  deep  an  impression  on  the  ima- 
gination of  contemporaries  that  the  memory  of  it  was 
not  obliterated  when  the  first  attempts  were  made  at 
historical  writing. 

Though  the  details  of  events  cannot  yet  be  sharply  and  Power 
distinctly  recognised,   the   relations   of   the   contending  ^tricians 
parties  are  now  represented,  on  the  whole,  with  increasing  '^^^^  ^^5 
accuracy.      There   was   still  no  reconciliation  or  union  ate. 
between   patricians  and  plebeians.     The  patricians  had 
still  exclusive  possession  of  the  senate  and  of  the  high 
offices  of  state  and  of  religion.     The  plebeians,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  this  exclusion  from  the  government,  had 
obtained  a  complete  internal  organisation  of  their  own  body. 
They  had  a  share  in  the  sovereignty  of  the  Eoman  people, 
and  they  had  their  own  assemblies,  their   tribunes  and 
aediles,  to  a  certain  extent  counterbalancing  the  patrician 
consuls  and  qusBstors.     The  tribunes  had  gained  admis- 
sion to  the  senate,  and  no  public  question  could  be  dis- 

■  See  pp.  16,  33,  44,  note  4;  and  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  i.  18  fif. 
VOL.  I.  P 
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cussed  or  settled  without  tbeir  concurrence.  Through 
their  right  of  intercession  they  had  obtained  an  influence 
which  bears  some  resemblance  to  the  power  exercised  by 
representative  chambers  in  the  present  day.  They  were 
backed  by  the  plebeian  comitia  of  tribes,  and  their  prin- 
cipal weapon  was  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  comitia 
through  which  they  could  strike  terror  into  their  oppo- 
nents. 

K  the  decemvirs  intended  by  their  legislation  to  es- 
tablish equal  rights  for  the  two  classes  and  to  blend  them 
into  one,  they  entirely  failed  in  their  object.  But  the 
plebeians  now  began  in  earnest,  and  with  success,  to  attack 
and  abolish  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  patricians. 
Nothing  shows  with  greater  distinctness  the  opposition 
which  originally  existed  between  the  patricians  and  the 
plebeians  than  the  inadmissibility  of  a  legal  Eoman  mar- 
riage {conniibium)  between  members  of  the  two  classes.  It 
was  not  the  twelve  tables  which,  as  the  Roman  historians 
erroneously  relate,  first  prohibited  such  marriages.^  The 
prohibition  existed  from  the  commencement  of  the  Roman 
state  as  a  natural  consequence  of  the  difference  of  rights 

•  We  have  hew  a  striking  instance  of  our  superiority  over  the  ancient  his- 
torians. The  wider  range  of  our  experience  and  the  critical  method  of  modern 
science  enable  us  here  and  there  to  see  things  in  a  clearer  light  than  the  men 
who  wrüte  about  the  institutions  of  their  own  country  and  lived  so  much  nearer 
to  the  events  they  described.  In  opposition  to  the  statements  of  Cicero  {De 
Bep.f  Vi.  37,  63)  and  Livy  (iv.  4,  6),  we  can  venture  to  declare  it  impossible 
that  the  prohibition  of  marriages  between  patricians  and  plebeians  was  firKi 
established  by  the  twelve  tables.  There  are  laws  in  historical  development  as 
well  as  in  physics.  If  we  understand  them,  it  is  easy  to  discover  what  is  im- 
possible. There  was  a  regularity  and  steadiness  in  the  development  of  plebeian 
liberties  incompatible  with  so  marked  a  retrogressive  step  as  is  implied  by  the 
alleged  law  of  the  twelve  tables.  The  decemviral  legislation  was  the 
result  of  a  victory,  not  of  a  defeat,  of  the  popular  party,  and  could  not,  ther^- 
fore,  establish  a  new  law  which  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  a  disgrace 
and  a  humilation  by  the  whole  plebeian  order.  On  the  other  hand,  the  helpless 
condition  of  the  plebeians  before  the  first  secession  would  be  unintelligible  and 
unnatural,  unless  they  had  been  looked  upon  as  an  inferior  race,  unfit  to  inter- 
marry with  patricians.  For  these  reasons  modem  historians  have  had  no 
hesitation  in  rejecting  the  statement  of  Cicero  and  Livy,  that  the  right  of  inter- 
marriage between  patricians  and  plebeians  existed  at  the  beginning  of  tho 
republic,  and  was  abolished  by  the  law  of  the  twelve  tables. — See  Schwegler, 
ßöm.  Geifch.y  iii.  46. 
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between  the  people  or  patricians,  the  original  founders  of     CHAP. 

the   Roman   state,   and  the   subject  plebeians.     As  the  , ,J . 

patricians  had  their  own  religious  worship  to  which  the 
plebeians  were  not  admitted,  and  as  they  considered  that 
they  alone  were  in  possession  of  the  auspicia,  by  means  of 
which  the  divine  protection  was  secured  to  the  Boman 
state,  they  had,  as  a  kiud  of  privileged  caste,  kept  them- 
selves pure  from  any  mixture  of  plebeian  blood.* 

On  this  purity  of  noble  descent,  and  the  religious  sane-  Reiigioua 
tity  supposed  to  be  inherent  iu  it,  was  based  in  great  ***^"^^'^*^^* 
measure  the  preponderance  which  the  patricians  knew 
how  to  make  use  of  in  their  dealings  with  the  plebeians. 
If  this  ideal  advantage  were  taken  from  them — if,  from 
privileged  beings  of  a  high  and  favoured  race,  they  were  to 
become  common  men — if  plebeians  were  admitted  into  the 
consecrated  circle — the  old  superstitions,  from  which  the 
patricians  derived  so  many  advantages,  must  give  way  and 
disappear. 

It  seems  to  have  been  principally  from  such  considera-  The  Chdu 
tions,  of  a  purely  political  character,  that,  soon  after  the 
restoration  of  the  consular  constitution  (445  b.c.),  the 
tribune  Canuleius  proposed  a  law  to  legalise  marriages 
between  the  two  classes,'  so  that  the  father  should  retain 
the  full  paternal  authority  over  the  children,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  children  of  a  patrician  father  and  a  plebeian 
mother  should  belong  to  the  father's  class ;  whereas,  in 
the  case  of  such  mixed  manages,  all  the  children  formerly 
took  the  lower  station,  that  is,  they  became  plebeians,  it 
being  all  the  same  whether  the  father  or  mother  was 
plebeian. 

It  is  clear,  and  this  fact  could  not  escape  the  plebeians.  Further 
that  the  plebeian  class  as  such  would  not  gain  strength,  if 
in  this  manner  the  patricians  grew  in  numbers  and  were  p^ebs. 
invigorated  by  new  blood.   But  the  weakening  or  destroy- 
ing of  the  patrician  class  was  not  the  object  of  the  ple- 
beians.    They  wished  only  to  do  away  with  the  distinct 

»  Sohwegler,  Horn.  Gesch.,  i.  636. 
*  Livy,  iv.  1,  6.     Cicero,  De  Rep.,  ii.  37. 
Pa 
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BOOK     position  and  privileges  of  the  patricians ;  they  wanted  to 

^ ,." *  obtain  for  themselves  admission  to  all  their  honours  and 

rights,  and  for  this  reason  they  considered  it  necessary 
first  of  all  to  break  through  the  barrier  which  hemmed  in 
the  privileged  class  and  separated  it  from  the  rest  of  the 
people.  This  motive  is  evident  from  another  demand  of 
the  plebeians  put  forward  at  the  same  time,  a  demand  which 
pointed  to  the  final  aim  they  had  in  view,  but  which  it 
took  two  more  generations  and  the  hottest  contests  to 
realise  ~ the  demand  of  ä  share  in  the  highest  office  of  the 
state,  the  consulate. 
.Steady  These  two  motions,  brought  forward  so  soon  after  the 

plebeian  decemvirate,  show  how  strong  and  enduring  in  its  effects 
power.  ^^  movement  had  been  which  had  led  to  the  decem viral 
legislation.  The  plebeians  had  (though  only  for  a  time) 
raised  themselves  to  an  equality  with  the  privileged  cla^s. 
The  tide  of  the  reaction  could  not  sweep  tliem  down  per- 
manently into  the  old  state  of  subordination.  Only  four 
years  later  the  plebeians  were  bold  and  confident  enough 
once  more  to  strive  for  the  highest  of  all  prizes.  The  course 
of  events  now  showed  how  much  the  plebs  had  gained  in 
strength  by  the  recent  reform,  on  the  one  hand  by  the 
growing  power  of  the  assembly  of  tribes,  on  the  other  by 
the  increasing  authority  of  the  tribunes,'  and  their  influ- 
ence in  the  senate.  After  a  violent  but  short  opposition, 
the  patricians  were  obliged  to  yield  on  both  these  points.* 
The  demand  of  the  right  of  intermarriage  was  granted 
(445  B.c.)  without  reserve;  and  with  this  concession  all 
claims  resting  on  the  exclusiveness  of  the  patrician  class 
and  the  purity  of  patrician  blood  were  altogether  over- 
thrown. Prom  this  time  forward  the  richest  and  most 
prominent  families  of  the  plebs  contracted  alliances  with 
those  of  the  old  nobility ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  latter  by  this  union,  against  which  they  had  so  ob- 
stinately struggled,  gained  a  great  accession  of  strength, 
which  was  of  material  service  to  them  in  subsequent  civil 
disputes. 

*  Livy»  ir.  G :  *■  Victi  tiindem  patres  nt  de  conniibio  feiretur  consensere.' 
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The  second  demand  of  the  plebeians,  -which  was  directed     CHAP. 
to  a  share  in  the  consulship,  the  patricians  met  neither 


by  straightforward  concession  nor  by  direct  reAisal.  They  Consular 
hoped  to  save  for  themselves  the  reality  of  political  power  VjJ""*'.**' 
by  allowing  to  the  plebeians  the  formal  right  of  sharing 
it.  They  accordingly  modified  the  proposition  of  the 
tribunes  to  this  effect,  that  in  future  the  people  should  be 
free  to  elect  either  consuls — that  is,  patricians  according  to 
the  old  law — or  in  their  place  other  officers,  under  the  title 
of  *  military  tribunes  with  consular  power,*  consisting  of 
patricians  and  plebeians.  In  this  form  the  law  was  passed.^ 
It  is  not  reported  in  what  respect  the  official  competency 
of  the  consular  tribunes  *  was  to  differ  from  that  of  the 
consuls.  Still  so  much  is  plain,  that  the  difference  con- 
sisted not  alone  in  name.^  The  number  of  the  consular 
tribunes  was  in  the  beginning  fixed  at  three,  and  it 
seems  that  one  of  these  three  offices — that  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  (the  future  preetorship)  —was  in- 
tended to  be  reserved  for  the  patricians ;  ^  at  any  rate  one 
place  at  least  always  remained  patrician. 

A  further  limitation  of  the  concession  made  to  the  pie-  The  cen- 
beians  consisted  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  patrician  "^"^^P* 
office,  the  censorship,  whose  official  duties  had  hitherto 
belonged  to  the  consulship,  but  were  not  transferred  to 
the  military  tribunes.* 

The  right  thus  attained  by  the  plebeians  of  electing  First 
consular  tribunes   of   their  own  order  proved  —  as  no  con^g^^ar  ^^ 
doubt  the  patricians  had  expected  from  the  beginning — a  tribune». 
dead  letter  for  a  long  time.     So  great  was  the  influence  of 
the  old  nobility  in  the  elections  that,  for  the  space  of 
forty-four  years,  down  to  400  b.o.  not  a  single  plebeian 
was  elected  to  the  office.     Only  in  the  very  first  year 

»  livy,  iv.  7. 

*  Consular  tribunes  is  a  shorter  and  more  conTenient  designation  for  '  Mili- 
tary tribunes  with  consular  power.* 

'  This  is  the  notion  of  Zonaras,  vii.  19. 

*  Becker,  Sim,  Alterih.,  ii.  part  2,  187.  On  the  increase  of  the  number  of 
consular  tribunes  to  four,  six,  and  eight,  see  Schwegler,  Rom,  Gesch.,  iii. 
113  ff.  *  See  below,  chap.  xiii. 
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BOOK      (444  B.C.)  it  appears  that,  in  the  flush  of  recent  victory. 


II. 


and  in  the  excitement  produced  by  the  passing  of  the 
law,  the  plebeians  succeeded  in  raising  one  of  their  order 
to  the  new  office.'  But  even  this  first  success  they  were 
not  allowed  to  enjoy  long.  For,  two  months  after  the 
election,  the  patricians  came  forward  and  declared  that 
the  election  was  vitiated  by  some  formal  irregularity,  and 
they  compelled  the  consular  tribunes  to  lay  down  their 
office,  whereupon  the  senate  contrived  that  in  their  place 
consuls,  i.e.  exclusively  patrician  magistrates,  should  be 
elected.  The  gain,  therefore,  which  the  plebeians  derived 
from  the  reform  was,  in  reality,  of  very  little  practical 
importance.  They  had  indeed,  under  bold  leaders,  favoured 
perhaps  by  particular  circumstances,  under  the  impression 
which  the  decemviral  legislation  and  the  secession  had 
made,  obta-ined  a  constitutional  right ;  but  the  excitement 
of  the  contest,  it  appears,  was  succeeded  by  a  time  of  ex- 
haustion, and  the  patricians  remained  practically  in  pos* 
session  of  the  power  which  they  had  legally  resigned. 
The  gains  In  order  to  explain  this  remarkable  phenomenon  we 
pieb»  ought  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  influence 

little  more  -y^hich  the  patriciaus  still  possessed  through  their  wealth, 
nominal,     their  political  organisation,  their  experience  and  capacity, 
and  their  firmly  rooted  power.     We  can  only  form  con- 
jectures on  these  points ;  but  this  can  be  plainly  seen,  that, 
by  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  especially  by  the  exten- 
sive discretionary  powers  of  the  presiding  magistrates,  the 
patricians  had  the  means  of  exercising  a  decided  influence 
on  the  issue  of  the  election. 
Modes  for        The  presiding  magistrate  had  the  right  to  refuse  vot^s 
tbrwiir^    which  fell  on  a  candidate  he  disapproved  of.     He  could 
even  decline  formally  to  declare  the  result  of  an  election^ 
and  thus  was  able  to  treat  it  as  null  and  void.     If  such  a 


>  This  appears  certain  from  the  ncme  of  one  of  the  tribunes,  L.  Atilius» 
"which  is  purely  plebeian.  We  cannot,  therefore,  accept  the  statement  of  Livy 
(iv.  6)  and  Dionysius  (xi.  61)  that  the  three  consular  tribunes  elected  444  b.c. 
were  all  patricians.  Perhaps  there  were  even  two  plebeians  among  the  three 
colleagues.^See  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch,^  iii.  124. 


of  the 
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course  was  unadvisable,  it  was  open  to  the  senate  to  refuse  CHAP.« 
its  sanction  (patnim  a/uctoritas)  and  the  body  of  patricians  —  /  -^ 
could  decline  to  confer  the  imperiimi  by  the  lex  cwriata. 
"Where  none  of  these  means  seemed  likely  to  produce  the 
desired  result,  there  was  another  pretext  in  the  religious 
formalities,  by  which  an  election  could  at  any  time  be 
declared  vitiated.  If  the  nobility  unscrupulously  applied 
all  these  legal  checks  in  addition  to  their  own  private 
influence,  and  at  the  same  time  dertrously  made  use  of 
the  foreign  relations  of  the  republic  to  carry  out  their 
party  politics — if  they  understood  how  to  frighten  or  to 
humour  the  plebeians  by  the  prospect  of  wars,  conquests, 
alliances,  or  colonies — we  can  well  understand  how  the 
plebeians,  with  mournful  resignation,  might  yield  to 
what  was  inevitable,  and  rather  renounce  the  carrying 
out  of  a  hard- won  law,  than  endanger  the  internal  peace 
and  perhaps  the  safety  of  the  state  by  stubborn  opposi- 
tion. As  a  last  resource  the  tribunes  of  the  people  might 
have  used  their  right  of  intercession,  by  which  they  could 
stop  the  elections ;  but,  in  such  a  case,  if  the  patricians 
would  not  yield,  an  interregnum  or  dictatorship  became 
inevitable;  and  thus  the  patricians  finally  succeeded  in 
exhausting  the  patience  of  the  plebeians,  and  in  com- 
pelling them  to  give  up  the  contest.* 

Six  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  consular  tri-  The  case  of 
bunes  (439  b.c.),  an  event  took  place  which  throws  much  ^^j^^ 
light  on  the  character  of  the  civil  struggles  then  raging 
in  Some.  It  is  the  melancholy  end  of  the  popular  leader, 
Spurius  Mselius.  We  will  endeavour  to  clear  it  of  the 
misrepresentations  by  which  the  partial  historians,  writing 
in  the  interest  of  the  aristocracy,  have  made  it  almost 
imintelligible. 

>  See  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch,,  iii.  142  ff. 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 

SPÜBIÜS   MELIUS. 

BOOK     In  the  tenth  year  after  the  decemvirate,  Livy  *  relates, 

.     ^'    ^  there  was  a  famine  in  Eome.     Everything  was  tried  to 

PreaBuroof  c^®^'^  ^^^  misery  of  the  people,  and  the  necessary  measures 

famine.       for  this  purpose  were  intrusted  to  L,  Minucius,  an  officer 

especially   appointed  as   master  of  markets    (prsefeetus 

annonse),  who  took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  get  the  price 

of  com  reduced.    He  bought  large  supplies  in  foreign 

lands,  ordered  that  every  citizen  should  sell  whatever  com 

he   might  have  in  excess  of  one  month's  consumption, 

limited  the  rations  of  slaves,  and  acted  with  severity 

towards  the  usurers.     But  all  these  means  were  of  little 

use.     The  misery  of  the  poor  increased,  and  many  threw 

themselves  into  the  Tiber,  to  escape  by  a  quick  death 

from  the  tortures  of  hunger. 

Charges  Then  a  man  from  among  the  people  took  compassion  on 

g^Jjg       his  sufltering  countrymen.     Spurius  Meelius,  a  rich  plebeian 

Malius,      from  the  class  of  knights,  bought  com  in  Etruria  through 

his  friends  and  clients,  and  distributed  it  gratis,  or  at  very 

low  prices,  to  the  starving  plebs«  In  this  way  he  won  their 

unbounded  gratitude  and  attachment,  and  it  appeared 

that  the  people  would  withhold  nothing  from  his  ambition, 

and  that  he  had  at  least  a  prospect  of  being  made  consul 

as  a  reward  for  his  generosity.     But  Mselius  aimed  higher. 

He  thought  that,  in  order  to  attain  to  this  dignity,  he  must 

encounter  the  opposition  of  the  patricians,  and  it  did  not 

seem  to  him  a  much  more  difficult  task  to  make  himself  the 

'  Livj,  iv.  12.    The  principal  writers  besides  Liiy  are  Diodorus  (zii.  37), 
Valerius  Maximus  (y.  3,  2;  vi.  3,  1),  and  Zonaras,  vii.  20. 
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absolute  master  of  the  state.     Such  plans  and  intentions     CHAP. 

XII 

could  not    long  remain  secret,  and  were  made    known  . — ^1^^ 


especiallj  to  Minucius,  whose  exertions  on  the  part  of  the 
government  to  ameliorate  the  misery  of  the  people  were 
quite  thrown  into  the  shade  by  the  splendid  generosity  of 
MaelixLS.  Forthwith  Minucius  reported  to  the  senate  that 
in  the  house  of  Meelius  arms  had  been  collected,  and  that 
secret  meetings  of  conspirators  were  taking  place.  The 
tribunes  were  already  bribed,  he  said,  to  betray  the  liberty 
of  the  republic.  The  projects  for  restoring  the  royal  power 
were  notorious ;  only  the  conspirators  had  not  yet  agreed 
as  to  the  time  of  action.  There  was  danger  in  delay,  and 
he  had  waited  too  long  already  in  making  his  report.  In 
this  state  of  affairs  the  senate  determined  to  adopt  the 
last  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  republic.  The  aged 
Cincinnatus  was  immediately  appointed  dictator,  and  he 
chose  C.  Servilius  for  his  master  of  the  horse.  Surprise 
and  consternation  seized  all  the  people  when,  on  the 
following  morning,  the  dictator  mounted  his  tribunal  in 
the  Forum.  With  anxious  curiosity  the  people  crowded 
together,  and  among  them  also  Sp.  MseUus.  Nobody 
knew  against  what  internal  danger  or  against  what  enemy 
the  extraordinary  dictatorial  power  was  directed.  Then 
Servilius  forced  his  way  into  the  crowd,  with  a  number  of 
patrician  youths,  and  challenged  Mselius  to  appear  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  dictator.  Mselius  saw  the  danger 
which  threatened  him,  and  implored  the  protection  of  the 
people.  But  Servilius  drew  a  dagger  from  under  his 
armpit,  and  stabbed  Mcelius  before  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
who  were  paralysed  with  fright.  Sprinkled  with  the  blood 
of  the  murdered  man,  he  appeared  before  the  tribunal  of 
the  dictator,  and  announced  the  death  of  the  traitor.  The 
people  now  became  uproarious,  and  thronged  around  the 
seat  of  the  dictator,  threatening  vengeance.  But  Cincin- 
natus, undaunted  and  defiant,  justified  the  deed  of  Sendlius ; 
*  for,'  said  he,  *  even  if  Meelius  was  innocent  of  the  crime  of 
treason,  of  which  he  was,  on  good  information,  accused, 
he  still  deserved  death,  because  he  disobeyed  the  commands 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


218 


ROMAN  HISTORr. 


BOOK 
II. 


Variations 
in  the 
Btory  of 
Hffilius. 


of  the  dictator,  and  feared  the  judgment  of  the  people.' 
He  then  commanded  that  the  house  of  Meelius  should  be 
pulled  down  and  levelled  with  the  ground  ;^  and  the  com 
which  Mselius  had  accumulated,  Minucius,  the  master  of 
the  markets,  distributed  among  the  people  at  a  low 
price,  thus  relieving  the  distress,  and  making  himself 
so  popidar  that  a  bull  with  golden  horns  was  dedicated 
to  him  as  a  sign  of  the  gratitude  of  the  people.*  Yet 
the  people  felt  that  Maelius  had  been  put  to  death 
unjustly,  without  a  trial,  and  that  no  proof  of  his  guilt 
could  be  produced,  and  their  anger  turned  against  Ser- 
vilius.  He  was  compelled  to  go  away  from  Rome,  and  after 
some  years,  a  tribune,  named  Sp.  Mselius,  a  relation  of 
the  murdered  man,  proposed  a  law  to  confiscate  the 
property  of  Servilius,  and  to  inflict  the  same  pimishment  on 
Minucius,  as  a  false  accuser. 

Thus  runs  the  story  of  Sp.  Mcelius,  as  told  by  Livy,  our 
chief  authority.  The  tradition,  however,  is  not  quite  the 
same  with  different  writers.  The  report  of  Dionysius 
exhibits  some  important  deviations.*  He  knows  nothing 
of  the  dictatorship  of  Cincinnatus,  but  relates  that  the 
young  Servilius,  commissioned  by  the  senate,  got  rid  of 
Meelius  by  cowardly  assassination,  approaching  him  under 
pretence  of  conversing  with  him,  and  piercing  him  with  a 
dagger.*  In  spite  of  this  variation,  which  cannot  be 
wondered  at,  considering  the  nature  of  the  authorities  at 
that  period,  the  event  comes  out  with  tolerable  clearness. 
It  had,  in  a  variety  of  forms,  been  deeply  imprinted  in  the 
memory  of  the  Boman  people,  and  the  broad  facts  were 
undoubted  that,  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  con- 
sular tribunes,  Sp.  Meelius,  a  rich  and  respected  plebeian, 
was  murdered  in  a  party  conflict  by  the  patrician,  C.  Ser- 
vilius Ahala. 

»  Livy,  iv.  16.  Varro,  Linff.  Lai.,Y,  157.  Cicero,  Pro  Dom,,  p.  38.  Valer. 
Max.,  yi.  3,  1. 

■  Livy,  iv.  16.    Pliny,  Hist,  Nat.,  xviii.  4;  zxxiv.  11. 

*  In  a  fragment  recently  discovered  in  the  Escurial. — See  Schwegleor,  Bom. 
Gesch.,  iii.  130,  Anm.  1. 

*  See  also  Plutarch,  Brut,  1. 
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How  the  Bornans  of  later  times  looked  upon  this  act     CHAP. 


XII. 


appears  plainly  from  the  remarks  of  Cicero,*  I^ivy,  Valerius 
Maximus,  and  other  writers.     The  Boman  historians  are  ^ater  re- 
almost  without  exception  partisans  of  the   aristocracy;  potation 
the  tribunes  are  generally  represented  as  turbulent,  and  MsUas. 
often  as  venal  demagogues ;  the  people  appear  selfish  and 
base ;  the  senate,  on  the  contrary,  and  the  true  leaders 
of  the  nobility  are  lauded  as  high-minded,  self-sacrificing, 
and  patriotic.     The  deed  of  Servilius  Ahala  is,  therefore, 
celebrated  as  an  act  of  heroism ;  and  Mselius  is  universally 
described  as  an  enemy  of  freedom,  who  wished  to  bribe 
the  Bomans  by  the  paltry  present  of  a  few  pounds  of  bread 
to  submit  to  the  yoke  of  a  tyrant. 

In  spite  of  the  few  criteria  by  which  we  can  judge  of  Unjust  im- 
the  motives  of  Sp.  Mselius,  we  must  not  hesitate  one  ^^ 
moment  to  cast  aside  this  verdict,  and  to  look  upon  the 
murdered  plebeian  as  the  victim  of  a  party  which,  with  a 
haughty  contempt  of  justice,  made  use  of  any  weapon, 
however  dishonourable,  in  a  base  endeavour  to  evade  or 
violate  the  law — a  party  which  was  not  ashamed  to  extol 
bloody  crimes,  committed  in  its  interest,  as  patriotic 
exploits,  and  to  stigmatise  its  murdered  enemies  in  their 
graves  as  traitors  or  common  criminals. 

It  is  clear,  at  the  very  outset,  that  the  accusation  of  Wrong 
having  aimed  at  royal  power  when  the  republic  was  firmly  j^u^, 
established  hardly  deserves  our  notice.*  It  is  not  even 
likely  that  such  a  charge  was  ever  seriously  brought 
against  Sp.  Mselius ;  it  must  have  had  its  origin  in  the 
distorted  narrative  of  the  annalists.  How  could  a  citizen, 
who,  like  Sp.  Mselius,  had  never  had  the  direction  of  the 
government,  who  had  never  been  even  tribune,  who  with 

*  Cicero  is  particnlarly  emphatic  in  condemning  Sp.  MsbUub.  He  says 
(Ldius,  8t  28) :  '  Quis  est  qui  Tarquinium  Superbum,  qui  Sp.  Cassium,  Sp. 
Maelium  non  oderit  ? '  See  also  Cicero,  De  8enect.t  16,  56 ;  De  Bep.^  ii.  27.  49  ; 
Pro  Mil.,  27,  72.  Philipp.,  ii,  44,  14.  Sp.  Cassius,  Sp.  Mselius,  and  M.  Manlius 
are  generally  named  in  conjunction,  as  conspirators  justly  punished  with  death 
for  attempting  to  make  themselves  masters  of  Home. 

'  The  similar  charge  brought  against  the  decemvirs  is  equally  groundless. 
See  p.  193. 
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BOOK,     the  exception  of  his  wealth  possessed  no  means  of  influence, 
^      .'    -  who  appears  not  to  have  had  numerous  adherents,  and  to 


have  led  no  party, — how  could  such  a  man  be  suspected 
of  aiming  at  the  overthrow  of  the  republic,  and  at  the 
restoration  of  the  regal  power  in  his  own  person?  And  if 
it  be  granted  that  he  did  this,  if  it  be  granted  that  he 
had  collected  partisans,  arms,  and  mercenaries,*  would  he 
in  that  case  have  exposed  himself  unarmed  to  the  dagger 
of  a  fanatical  enemy  ?  Would  he  have  gone  to  the  Forum 
without  a  retinue  of  trusty  followers,  and  without  con- 
certing plans  for  resistance  or  attack?  K  proofs  could 
have  been  produced  of  a  treasonable  conspiracy,  it  would 
have  been  easy  to  bring  the  simple  plebeian  to  justice, 
and  the  people  would  not  have  spared  an  enemy  of  their 
freedom.  But  the  people  were  convinced  of  his  innocence. 
Intimidated  at  the  moment  by  the  display  of  dictatorial 
authority,  they  soon  recovered  spirit  and  courage  to  force 
the  perpetrator  of  the  bloody  deed  into  exUe;  and  the 
patricians  were  compelled  to  sacrifice  to  the  popular 
vengeance  the  man  who  had  acted  as  their  champion, 
and  whom  they  continued  to  praise  as  the  deliverer  of  his 
country. 
The  real  It  is  true,  Sp.  Mselius  was  not  altogether  innocent  in 

of  Mselius.  t^®  ®y®  o^  ^0  patricians ;  no  doubt  he  had  committed  a 
crime  which,  by  their  code,  was  punishable  with  death. 
What  this  crime  was  we  can  guess  with  tolerable  ac- 
curacy. Just  then  was  the  time  when,  after  severe  strug- 
gles, the  plebeians  had  been  declared  eligible  for  the 
office  of  consular  tribunes.  In  spite  of  this  concession, 
the  patricians  strained  every  nerve  to  reduce  this 
right  to  nothing  in  practice,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  they 
succeeded  so  far  that,  during  forty-four  years,  none 
but  patricians  were  raised  to  this  office.  What  means 
they  used  to  attain  this  end,  we  have  already  hinted.' 
Now,  however,  in  their  proceedings  against  Sp.  Meelius, 
we  discover,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  a  new  method  of  con- 

*  This  is  what  Zonaras  imagines,  who  says  (vii.  20):  ^>i  re  iwopiffwro  ica2 
^povpo^s,  '  See  p.  214. 
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trolling  the  elections,  and  a  very  effective  one  for  keeping     CHAP. 

off  plebeian  candidates.     The  crime  of  Sp.  Mselius  was,   .^^  ,.L^ 

we   may  be  sure,  no  other  than  this,  that  by  his  wealth 

and  generosity  he  had  acquired  great  popularity  among 

the  people,  and  that  at  an  election  of  military  tribunes  he 

was  in  a  fair  way  of  gaining  for  himself  the  votes  of  the 

centuries.     This  fully  explains  why  he  was  so  obnoxious 

to  the  enemies  of  popular  rights,  and  why  he  shared  the 

fate  and  the  opprobrium  of  Sp.  Cassius  and  M.  Manlius, 

the  forerunners,  like  himself,  of  the  Gracchi. 
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THE   CENSORSHIP,   445   B.O. 


BOOK 
II. 

The  cen- 
sorship 
made  a 
separate 
office. 


Dutiraof 
the  cen- 
sorship. 


The  reform  of  the  year  445  b.c.  was  followed,  as  appears 
most  probable,  by  the  establishment  of  the  censorship '  as 
a  separate  office.*  For,  the  plebeians  being  admitted  to 
the  office  of  consular  tribunes,  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the 
patricians  to  weaken  this  office  by  separating  from  it  a 
certain  class  of  functions,  and  constituting  for  them  a  new 
purely  patrician  office. 

Till  now  the  consuls  had  from  time  to  time  held  the 
census,  by  which  they  not  only  regulated  the  military  ser- 
vices of  every  citizen,  but  also  revised  periodically  the 
general  assembly  of  centuries.  The  nomination  of  new 
senators  had  also  till  now  been  one  of  the  functions  of  the 
consuls.  On  them  depended,  therefore,  the  rank  and  con- 
sideration of  every  single  citizen  in  the  state.  These  im- 
portant privileges  the  patricians  had  no  intention  of 
relinquishing  when  they  were  compelled  to  admit  the 
right  of  the  plebeians  to  the  office  of  consular  tribunes. 
That  part  of  the  former  considar  power,  therefore,  which 
referred  to  the  nomination  of  senators  and  to  the  holdinsr 
of  the  census  was  not  transferred  to  the  consular  tribunes ; 
but  a  new  patrician  office,  the  censorship,  was  established 
for  its  exercise.  The  censors  were  to  be  two  in  number, 
and  the  term  of  their  office  was  to  range  over  five  years. 


>  Becker,  Rom.  Älterth.,  ii.  part  2,  p.  191  ff. 

«  According  to  Livy  (iv.  8),  Dionysius  (xi.  63),  Zonaras  (vii.  19),  the  censor- 
ship WHS  established  two  years  later  (443  b.c.)  and  was  in  no  way  connectt^ 
with  the  constitutional  changes  of  445,  which  introduced  the  office  of  consular 
tribunes.  Schwegler  {Rom.  Gesch.,  iii.  117)  has  satisfactorily  shown  that  they 
are  mistaken,  and  that  the  censorship  was  part  of  the  reform  of  445. 
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It  is  not  easy  io  decide  with  accuracy  what  were  the  offi-     CHAP. 
cial  duties  of  the  censors  in  the  first  period  of  their  exis-  v^ — r-^ 
t^nce.     No  doubt  many  duties  were  in  course  of  time 
added  which  were  foreign  to  the  first  censors,  especially 
when,  with  the  increase  of  wealth,  the  finances  of  the  state 
became  more  complicated  and  more  important,  and  when 
Rome  became  not  only  more  powerful,  but  richer  and 
more  luxurious.     From  this  time  the  administration  of 
the  state  domains,  the  farming  out  of  the  indirect  taxes, 
and  the  management  of  public  works  constituted  alone  an 
office  of  the  greatest  importance.     A  special  branch  of  the 
duties  of  the  censors  wa-s  that  of  watching  over  the  pre- 
servation of  public  morals,  or  rather  of  the  customs  and 
habits  of  the  good  old  time,  a  duty  which  they  vainly 
endeavoured  to  discharge  by  all  sorts  of  restrictions  on  ex- 
penditure and  luxurious  living.  These  censorial  functions, 
which  are  generally  much  overvalued  in  their  practical 
effect  and  usefulness,  were  probably  due  to  the  gradual 
development  and  increasLag  dignity  of  the  office,  and  not 
contemplated  at  the  time  of  its  establishment.     Yet  the 
censorship  ranked,  even  firom  the  beginning,  in  dignity 
and  importance,  next  to  the  consulship;  and  in  those  years 
when  military  tribunes,  and   not  consuls,  were   chosen, 
the  censorship  ranked  first.*     Nor  can  it  be  supposed  that 
an  office  especially  instituted  to  protect  the  most  impor- 
tant privileges  of  the  patricians  could  be  thought  lightly 
of.» 

After  the  establishment  of  the  offices  of  military  tribunes  General 
and  censors,  a  long  pause  took  place  in  the  further  de-  ^^  ^^ 
velopment  of  the  constitution.    The  plebeians  having  suc- 

>  Becker,  Bom,  AlUrth.,  ii.  part  2,  p.  196,  Anm.  479,  480. 

•  Livy^s  narrative  (iv.  18)  is  unquestionably  incorrect.  According  to  his 
account  the  oflSce  was  not  considered  at  first  dignified  {minhne  consularia)^  but 
only  troublesome  {apero8a\  and  therefore  avoided  by  the  first  men  in  the  state. 
This  statement  is  refuted  by  what  we  know  of  the  character  of  the  censorship, 
and  by  the  fact  that  the  first  censors,  L.  Fapirius  and  L.  Sempronius,  were 
viri  cotuulares.  It  is  not  uncommon  in  political  and  private  transactions  for  a 
man  to  depreciate  a  thing  which  he  wishes  to  obtain  or  has  obtained  from 
another.  The  statement  of  Livy  looks  very  much  like  such  an  intentional 
misrepresentation. 
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BOOK  ceeded  in  doubling  the  number  of  the  quaestow  from  two 
V,  /  ^^  to  four  in  the  year  421  b.c.,  and  in  securing  their  owa 
eKgibility  for  this  offtce,  directed  their  attention,  not  so 
much  to  obtain  new  privileges  by  new  laws,  as  to  try  the 
working  of  their  legally  acquired  privileges,  and  to  make 
the  constitution  a  reality. 
Predomin-  Year  after  year  the  question  had  now  to  be  discussed 
patricians^  ^^^  settled,  whether  for  the  ensuing  period  of  office  consuls 
or  military  tribunes  should  be  elected.  The  first  object  of 
the  senate  always  was  to  try  to  obtain  the  election  of 
consuls,  and  it  succeeded  in  this  twenty  times  during 
thirty-five  years,  from  444  b.c.  till  409  B.c.  When  the 
aristocracy  felt  compelled  to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  the 
tribunes,  and  to  give  their  consent  to  the  election  of  con- 
sular tribunes,  no  stone  was  left  unturned  to  have  only 
patricians  elected  to  the  office.  With  what  obstinacy 
and  with  what  success  they  persisted  in  this  perfidious 
and  illegal  practice  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  already  re- 
ferred to,*  that,  till  the  year  400,  i.e.  in  four  and  forty 
years,  dui'ing  which  period  consular  tribunes  were  elected 
twenty-three  times,  no  plebeian  ever  filled  that  office. 
Patrician  The  patrician  policy  during  the  whole  of  this  period 
bears  an  undignified  character.  It  is  the  policy  of  shrewd- 
ness and  of  meanness ;  still  more,  it  is  a  continued  and 
systematic  violation  of  the  law,  a  sham  constitutionalism, 
such  as  we  see  so  frequently  in  the  present  day.  Not  only 
the  positive  law,  but  also  the  honour,  the  well-being,  and 
even  the  safety  of  the  state,  were  sacrificed  to  the  interests 
of  a  party  whose  day  was  past,  whose  strength  was  under- 
mined, and  the  continuance  of  whose  privileges  had  become 
unendurable  and  injurious  to  the  state. 
Limitation  In  spite  of  the  apparent  exhaustion  of  the  plebs,  it  is 
coDHorship  clear  that  they  only  needed  time  to  recover  themselves 
^  ^"^^^^  before  again  trying  their  strength.  The  stifled  fire  flickered 
up  again  afresh  from  time  to  time.  The  plebeians  sub- 
mitted to  their  fate  with  indignation  and  impatience,  and 
the  nobility,  although  all-powerful  for  the  moment,  received 

1  See  p.  213. 
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now  and  then  a  warning  which  made  them  tremble  for  the     CHAP. 

XIII 
future.     After  the  second  censorship,  in  the  year  434  b.c.. 


the  quinquennial  term  of  this  patrician  office  was  cut  *  ^  ^'^' 
short,  and  on  the  proposition  of  the  patrician  consul  Mamer- 
cus  ^milius,  it  was  determined  that  every  fifth  year  new 
censors  should  be  chosen,  but  should  remain  in  office  only 
eighteen  months.  A  further  concession  was  made  to  the 
plebs  in  the  year  421  b.c.,  by  which  the  number  of  the  421  b.c. 
qusßstors  was  increased  from  two  to  four,  and  the  plebeians 
were  declared  eligible  for  this  post.  It  is  true  this  conces- 
sion was  made  by  the  patricians  with  the  secret  expecta- 
tion that,  in  spite  of  the  legal  admission  of  plebeians  to 
this  office,  they  would  be  able,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
consular  tribunes,  to  carry  the  election  of  patricians. 
They  were,  however,  mistaken  in  this  calculation.  The 
plebeian  comitia  of  tribes,  which  had  to  elect  the  qusestors, 
could  not  be  managed  so  easily  as  those  of  the  centuries,  and 
eleven  years  afterwards,  in  the  year  410  b.c.,  three  plebeians  4iü  b.c. 
were  elected  among  the  four  qusestors.  This  was  a  just 
retribution  for  the  cunning  of  the  patricians,  who  would 
not  consent  to  the  plebeians  having  a  certain  fixed  number 
among  the  qusestors,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  fill  up 
all  the  places  with  patricians. 

But  at  the  election  of  the  consular  tribunes  also  an  un-  Signs  of 
expected  result  took  place.  In  the  years  400  and  899  b..o.,  ^tiwly*^ 
and  again  in  the  year  396  b.c.,  a  majority  of  plebeians  was 
elected.  We  cannot  ascertain  the  causes  and  the  details 
of  these  changes,  as  we  are  too  scantily  informed  of  the 
events  of  this  period.  We  see  plainly,  however,  that  the 
plebeians  were  not  hopelessly  torpid,  but  understood  how 
to  make  good  use  of  a  favourable  opportunity,  when  offered, 
for  the  assertion  of  their  rights.  This  perseverance  could 
not  fail  sooner  or  later  to  be  crowned  with  success.  In  the 
plebs  was  the  germ  of  growth.  The  patrician  class  could 
neither  be  renovated  nor  extended.  One  generation  later, 
in  the  year  366  b.c.,  the  Licinian  laws  secured  to  the 
plebeians  a  share  in  the  consulate,  and  the  patricians  lost 
their  old  preponderance  in  the  state  for  ever. 

VOL.  1.  Q 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

SOMAN   INTERVENTION   IN   ABDEA,   446  B.C. 

We  cannot  suppose  that  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Roman 
senate  wttö  carried  on  with  a  greater  respect  for  justice 
than  was  exhibited  in  the  dealings  of  the  patricians  with 
the  popular  party.  As  far  as  foreign  nations  were  con- 
cerned, the  ancients  considered  everything  right  which 
promised  to  bring  advantage,  even  more  unscrupulously 
than  we  do  at  the  present  day.  The  considerations  of 
equity  and  self-restraint  which  it  was  necessary  to  observe 
to  a  certain  extent  with  regard  to  fellow-citizens,  were 
disregarded  in  the  case  of  foreigners.  Towards  them 
cunning  and  deceit,  cruelty  and  ferocity,  became  virtues, 
and  passed  for  wisdom  and  courage.  Antiquity  can  show 
but  few  instances  of  magnanimity  in  the  intercourse  of 
nations,  and  the  Romans  especially  were  strangers  to  it. 
They  are  therefore  entitled  least  of  all  to  moralise  on  the 
faithlessness  and  perfidy  of  other  nations ;  for,  with  regard 
to  foreigners,  who  for  them  were  originally  synonymous  with 
enemies,*  they  never  considered  themselves  bound  by  any 
obligation  or  restrained  by  any  principles  of  right,  except 
in  so  far  as  their  own  advantage  seemed  to  demand  it.  We 
have  occasion  to  notice  this  practice  at  the  first  contact 
of  Rome  with  a  neighbouring  state,  which  is  described 
in  our  authorities  with  so  much  detail  and  apparent 
fidelity  that  we  can  judge  with  tolerable  certainty  of  the 
motives  and  the  object  of  the  Romans.  It  is  the  disgrace- 
ful spoliation  of  the  allied  town  of  Ardea,  which  Livy  him- 

>  Cicero,  Ojf.,  i.  12,  37:  'Hostis  apud  maiores  nostros  is  dicebatur,  qnem 
nunc  peregrinum  dicimus.' 
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seif,  who  so  gladly  praises  or  excuses  anything  Roman,  felt     CHAP, 
to  be  an  infamous  act,  ^ r-^ 


The  town  of  Corioli'  had  been  destroyed  in  the  conrse  The  twat- 
of  the  Volflcian  wars ;  and  its  territory,  which  was  lying  ™^^®^ 
waste,  was  the  subject  of  a  long  dispute  and  frequent  wars 
between  two  adjacent  Latin  towns,  Ardea  and  Aricia.  At 
length  (446  B.c.),  after  both  towns  had  suffered  severely  446  b.c. 
fiom  the  protracted  contest,  they  decided  to  choose  Borne 
as  their  umpire.  The  Roman  senate  laid  the  matter  before 
an  assembly  of  the  people,  and  the  people  decided  that  the 
disputed  land  belonged  by  right  neither  to  Ardea  nor  to 
Aricia,  but  to  Rome ;  for  as  Rome  had  conquered  Corioli 
forty-seyen  years  before,  it  had  become  the  property  of  the 
Roman  state  {ager  pMicus).  In  vain,  it  is  said,  did  the 
consuls  and  the  senate  endeavour  to  prevent  this  selfish 
and  dishonourable  decision  of  the  people.  The  magnani- 
mity and  sense  of  right  in  the  nobility  found  no  response 
in  the  gireat  mass,  which  was  only  moved  by  greediness  and 
selfishness.  The  consuls  therefore  had  no  choice  but  to 
announce,  very  much  against  their  will,  to  the  allies  of 
Borne  the  sentence  of  the  Roman  people,  which,  though  not 
in  reality  altogether  unjust,*  still  was  contrary  to  the  feel- 
ing of  equity  of  the  senate.  A  formal  treaty*  with  Ardea 
ratified  the  decision  of  the  Roman  people  in  the  year 
444  B.c.  Shortly  after  this  (443  b.c.)  a  bloody  civil  war 
broke  out  in  the  town  of  Ardea.  In  Ardea  also  there  were 
patricians  and  plebeians,  and  the  same  disputes  and 
struggles  took  place  there  as  in  Rome.*  The  plebs 
seceded  and  united  themselves  with  a  Volscian  army  to 
besiege  the  town.  The  patricians  turned  to  Rome  for 
assistance,  and  the  Roman  consul  marched  to  the  relief  of 
Ardea.     The  Volscians  were  defeated,  the  town  delivered, 

*  LiTj,  ill.  71. 

*  Livy,  iii.  72:  *Vocat«  tribus  indicaverunt  agrum  publicum  populi  Romani 
esse ;  nee  abnuitur  ita  fuisse,  si  ad  indices  alios  itum  foret.' 

'  T\3Mf(BduB  Ardeatinum  is  said  to  hay»  been  inspected  by  the  annalist  Licinius 
Macer,  the  contemporary  of  Sulla  and  Cicero. 

*  Liyy,  iv.  9. 
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the  rebellious  plebeians  punished,'  and  the  supremacy  of 
the  patricians  re-established.  But,  as  the  town  had  been 
very  much  depopulated  in  the  civH  war,  it  was  decided  to 
send  Eoman  colonists  to  Ajdea,  and  to  give  them  grants 
of  land  on  the  tenitory  which  Borne,  as  umpire,  had 
awarded  to  itself.  In  order,  however,  that  the  disgrace 
of  the  iniquitous  sentence  might  be  obliterated,  no  land 
was  assigned  to  the  Boman  colonists  until  all  the  people 
of  Ardea  had  received  allotments.  Thus  the  assistance 
rendered,  and  the  way  in  which  the  land  was  divided,  not 
only  reconciled  Ardea  with  Eome,  but  laid  it  under  especial 
obligations.*  The  Eoman  plebeians,  who  had  confidently 
expected  that  they  would  have  a  share  in  the  division  of 
the  land,  and  who  now  found  themselves  excluded,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  people  of  Ardea,  were  so  exasperated 
that  the  patrician  triumvirs,  who  had  been  sent  as  com 
missioners  to  settle  the  Boman  colonists  at  Ardea,  did  not 
venture  to  return  to  Bome,  but  preferred  to  remain  in 
Ardea. 

Thus  runs  this  edifying  narrative.  We  cannot  fail  to 
see  that  there  is  something  true  in  it.  It  is  certainly  not 
a  pure  invention.  The  stain  on  the  honour  of  Bome 
caused  by  its  decision  between  Ardea  and  Aricia  was  of 
too  deep  a  dye  to  be  washed  out.'  The  Boman  annalists 
have  taken  much  trouble  to  garble  the  report  and  to 
justify  or  to  excuse  the  conduct  of  the  Bomans.  Thev 
have  not,  however,  altogether  succeeded,  and  we  can  sepa- 
rate with  tolerable  accuracy  the  true  from  the  false. 

It  is,  in  the  first  place,  no  doubt  untrue  that  the  decision 
of  the  Bomans  was  given  by  the  assembly  of  the  people, 
that  is,  by  the  plebs.  AU  questions  of  foreign  policy 
came  before  the  senate,  and  when  by  its  'decision  no 
burden  was  imposed  upon  the  people — for  example,  if  no 


*  Livy,  iy.  10 :  *  Principibos  eius  motus  securi  peicassis.* 

'  Livy,  iv.  10:  'Demptam  iniuriam  iudicii  tanto  beneficio  popnli  Ronuni 

Ardeates  credebant.* 

'  Livy  calls  it '  Publics  avaritise  monumentiim '  (iv.  10),  '  ludicium  infame ' 

(iv.  11),  'Turpe  indicium  populi*  (iii.  71). 
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war  was  necessary — there  was  no  need  of  consulting  the     chap. 
people.    The  Eoman  patricians   conld  indeed  alone  be  '   - 

interested  in  this  matter  and  expect  advantage  from  it. 
For  as  the  disputed  lands  became  the  public  land  {ager 
pvhlieuB)  of  Borne,  it  is  clear  that  the  plebs  gained  no- 
thing. The  public  lands  still  belonged  exclusively  to  the 
privileged  class.  Only  patricians  could  take  possession  of 
them.  Tlie  priucipal  complaint  of  the  plebeians  in  relation 
to  the  agrarian  laws  was  just  this,  that  they  were  excluded 
from  the  enjoyment  of  the  state  lands.  It  is  therefore 
quite  absurd  to  attribute  the  ignominious  decision  to  the 
mean  selfishness  of  the  plebeians,  as  our  historians  do,  and 
to  represent  the  patricians  as  opposed  to  it.  It  appears 
plainly  in  the  course  of  the  story  that  the  Boman  patri- 
cians were  allied  with  the  patricians  of  Ardea,  and  the 
district  of  Corioli  was  only  the  price  which  the  aristocracy 
of  Ardea  paid  to  the  Bomaiis  for  their  assistance  against 
their  own  rebellious  plebs.  Finally,  the  conduct  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  settlement  of  the  colony  of  Ardea 
is  significant.  They  dreaded  the  resentment  of  the  plebs, 
and  did  not  venture  to  return  to  Eome.  Surely  this 
proves  that  the  Boman  plebeians  had  not  profited  by  the 
iniquitous  acquisition,  and  that  the  patricians,  who  had  the 
advantage  of  the  transaction,  were  also  the  sole  authors  of 
iV 

1  The  diflpates  about  agrarian  laws,  of  which  we  have  heard  nothing  since 
the  lex  Icilia,  now  begin  again.  In  441  b.c.  the  tribune  Pcetelins  insisted  on 
vsignments  of  land  (Livy,  iv.  12),  having  in  view,  no  doubt,  the  newlj  ac- 
quired territory  of  Ardea.  Is  it  not  possible  that  Sp.  Mselius  may  have  had  a 
similar  otgect  in  view  ? 
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THE  WARS   DOWN  TO  THE   LAST  WAR  WITH  TEII, 
449-405  B.C. 

BOOK  During  the  internal  struggles  which  led  to  the  decemTi- 
.  ^'  ^  rate  and  the  considar  tribnneship,  the  wars  with  the 
General  neighbouring  nations,  especially  the  -äJqnians  and  the 
condition  Volscians,  had  not  ceased.  Tear  after  year  these  enemies 
Romans,  repeated  their  incursions  for  rapine  and  murder ;  and  not 
only  the  allies  of  the  Eomans,  the  Hemicans  and  the 
Latins,  but  even  the  Boman  dominions  themselves,  were 
visited  by  the  dreadful  scourge  of  these  everlasting  petty 
wars.  Three  times,  as  mentioned  above,  in  the  years 
465,  463,  446  b.c.,  the  enemy  penetrated  into  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Eome,  and  in  the  year  460  b.c.,  in  the 
midst  of  the  disputes  about  the  Terentilian  law,  the 
Roman  Capitol  had  temporarily  fallen  into  their  hands. 
The  second  and  third  book  of  Livy,  and  the  corresponding 
book's  of  Dionysins,  <3onvey  to  the  careless  reader  a  very 
erroneous  impression.  They  make  it  appear  that  Eome, 
in  spite  of  occasional  reverses,  was  on  the  whole  success- 
ful, and  pursued  an  almost  uninterrupted  course  of  victories 
and  conquests.  This,  as  we  have  seen,  is  a  great  misre- 
presentation, caused  by  the  national  vanity  of  the  histo- 
rians. In  truth  Eome  could  hardly  stand  her  ground, 
while  her  allies,  the  Latins  and  Hemicans,  lost  a  consider- 
able portion  of  their  territory,  and  suffered  more  directly 
than  even  Eome,  as  lying  nearer  to  the  common  enemies 
of  the  league. 
internal  Such  Continual  calamities,  we  may  suppose,  were  ag- 

S10U8.         gravated  by  internal  dissensions.    We  are  told  of  Eoman 
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soldiers,  who,  ont  of  hatred  to  the  patrician  consuls,  allowed     CHAP. 
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themselves  to  be  beaten  by  the  enemy,  or  at  least  would 
not  conquer,  in  order  that  the  commander  might  lose  his 
triumph ;  we  read  frequently  of  the  factious  opposition  of 
the  tribunes,  who  prevented,  by  their  intercession,  the 
levying  of  troops.  There  may  be  a  great  deal  of  exag- 
geration in  these  accounts,  but  they  are  not  altogether 
fictitious,  for  it  is  evident  that  the  wars  were  very  disas- 
trous. And,  in  truth,  no  growth  of  national  power  was 
possible  for  Borne  so  long  as  the  plebeians,  who  supplied 
the  main  strength  of  the  armies,  were  in  bitter  enmity 
against  the  ruling  class. 

A  connected  history  of  the  wars  of  the  Volscians  and  iEouian 
the  iEquians  during  this  time  is  out  of  the  question.     The  ^^^  ^^'^8. 
character  of  our  sources  is  essentially  the  same  as  in  the 
preceding  period,  though  such  wild  fictions  as  the  stories 
of  Cincinnatus   and  Coriolanus  are  not  repeated.     Here 
and  there  we  are  even  agreeably  surprised  by  narratives 
which  have  so  much  the  air  of  genuine  history  about  them 
that  the  dark  clouds  appear  to  break  and  to  show  distinct 
lines  and  points,  which  enable  us  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
probable  outlines  even  of  those  parts  which  are  still  hidden. 
In  the  half  century  after  the  foundation  of  the  republic, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  war  was  decidedly  unfavourable  to 
the  Bomans  and  their  allies.     The  ^quians,  issuing  forth 
from  their  old  strongholds  in  the  mountains  on  the  Anio, 
had  taken  possession  of  the  plain  which,  between  those 
mountains  and  the  isolated  group  of  the  Mons  Albanus, 
formed  the  only  easy  communication  between  Borne  and 
the  Trerus  valley,  or  the  land  of  the  Hemicans.     They  had 
taken  several  places,  such  as  Labici  and  Boise,  and  re- 
tained possession  of  them.     More  than  that,  they  had 
even  penetrated  to  the  Alban  mountains,  and  had  esta- 
blished themselves  on  the  eastern  spur,  known  as  Mount 
Algidus.    From  this  hill,  as  from  a  citadel,  they  could  make 
their  devastating  incursions  into  all  parts  of  Latium.     The 
neighbouring  town  of  Tusculum  they  kept  in  a  continual 
state  of  siege,  and  made  inroads  at  pleasure  between 
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Tnsculum  and  the  Anio  into  the  Bomon  districts  as  far  as 
the  Tiber.  In  the  south  of  Latiam  the  Yolscians  had  at 
the  same  time  made  extensive  and  lasting  conquests.  The 
most  important  of  these  was  the  fortified  maritime  town 
of  Antitun.  The  new  Yolscian  inhabitants  of  this  town 
separated  themselves  politically  fix)m  their  countrymen, 
and  formed  an  independent  community ;  they  renounced 
all  ideas  of  further  conquests,  and  for  a  long  while  took  no 
part  in  the  war  against  Eome,  in  order  apparently  to 
devote  themselves  more  exclusively  to  piracy,  which  pro- 
mised not  less  profit  than  the  predatory  wars  on  land. 

Next  to  Antium,  Ecetra,  originally  a  Latin  town,  had 
become  a  principal  stronghold  of  the  Yolscians  in  Latium. 
The  situation  of  this  town  is  not  known ;  it  lay,  perhaps, 
in  the  mountain  range  which  forms  the  eastern  boundary 
of  Latium,  and  divides  it  from  the  country  of  the  Hemi* 
cans  in  the  valley  of  the  Trerus.  Other  towns,  among 
them,  perhaps,  Satricum  and  YeUtrse,  had  fallen  into  the 
power  of  the  Yolscians.  Such  a  Yolscian  conquest  may 
be  presumed  in  the  case  of  those  towns  which,  at  a 
later  period,  when  the  fortunes  of  war  had  turned,  axe 
reported  to  have  been  taken  by  the  Romans.^  Besides  the 
towns  of  Latium  already  named  which  fell  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,  we  must  also  mention  those  which 
were  destroyed  and  never  built  again.  One  of  these  was 
Corioli,  the  territory  of  which  was  the  matter  of  dispute 
between  Ardea  and  Aricia.  Many  other  places  may  have 
had  a  similar  fate.  Who  can  say  how  many  flourishing 
villages,  strong  castles,  and  walled  towns  shared  a  similar 
fate  in  those  devastating  wars  9    The  Boman  antiquarians 

*  It  is  true  Satricum  and  Velitne  are  stated  (Diodoros,  xir.  102)  to  have 
deserted  the  Roman  alliance  a  short  time  before  they  were  retaken  by  the 
Romans.  As  a  voluntary  desertion  of  allies  seemed  less  humiliating  to  the 
Koman  pride  than  a  conquest  by  foreign  enemies,  the  former  has  sometimes 
been  substituted  for  the  latter  by  the  patriotic  annalists.  This  could  be  done 
with  some  plausibility,  and  almost  with  good  faith,  in  those  frequent  cases  in 
which  civil  discord  in  a  town  facilitated  its  conquest.  We  shall  see  at  a  future 
stage  of  the  history  of  Rome,  that  very  few  towns  were  taken  by  an  enemy 
from  without  who  had  not  the  co-operation  of  a  party  within  the  town.  Such 
a  conquest  might  easily  be'Yepresented  as  a  desertion. 
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have  preserved  long  lists  of  townsliips  in  Latium,"  the     CBAP. 


XV. 


names  of  which  touch  our  ears  like  the  faint  sounds  of  a 
distant  echo ;  in  the  plains  of  the  depopulated  Campagna 
are  seen  at  present,  in  many  places,  heaps  of  weather- 
worn stones,  and  unmistakable  sites  of  towns  on  the  level 
summits  of  steep  rocks,  to  which  no  name  and  no  memories 
cling.  At  the  time  of  the  Yolscian  wars,  the  desolation 
began  which  changed  that  once  fruitfol  and  populous  land 
into  the  malaria-stricken  wilderness  of  the  present  daj. 

By  the  successful  invasions  of  the  ^quians  and  the  Decay  of 
Yolscians,  the  league  between  the  Eomans,  Latins,  and  and^emf- 
Hemicans    was    practically    dissolved.      The    towns    of  cans. 
Latium  which  had  escaped  destruction  or  conquest  were 
so  much  reduced  that  they  could  no  longer  claim  to  be 
allies,  entitled  to  treat  with  Bome  as  equals.     They  were 
compelled  to  look  to  Bome  for  their  safety,  and  so  they 
were   no  longer  allied    but    protected    states,   and    the 
superiority  of  Bome  became  more  and  more  acknowledged 
as  a  defdcio  dominion. 

Two  causes  seem  to  have  contributed  to  turn  the  tide  of  increasing 
the  iBquian  and  Volscian  wars  in  favour  of  Bome  after  the  ofR)me. 
period  of  the  decemvirs.  In  the  first  place,  the  civil 
troubles  which  preceded  that  period  were  followed  by  com- 
parative repose.  The  laws  of  the  Twelve  Tables  seem  not 
to  have  been  without  a  beneficial  effect  in  quieting  the 
internal  disorders.  The  Canuleian  law  on  the  right  of 
intermarriage  and  the  admission  of  the  plebeians,  at  least 
in  law  and  theory,  to  the  highest  ofQce  of  the  state,  seem 
to  have  softened  the  virulence  of  the  civil  contest.  Bome 
was  therefore  able  to  meet  her  enemies  on  more  advan- 
tageous ground.  In  the  second  place,  the  iEquians  and 
Yolscians  displayed  much  less  vigour  and  energy  during 
this  period.  This  was  owing,  probably,  as  we  have 
already  said,^  to  the  growth  of  the  Samnites,  who  were 
at  that  time  extending  their  dominion  in  the  rear  of  these 
two  nations,  and  thus  involuntarily  relieving  Bome.     The 

»  See  above,  p.  163,  and  Pliny,  Hut.  Nat,,  iii.  9.  "See  p.  164. 
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BOOK     Boiuans  thus  felt  strong  enough  to  assume  the  offensive, 
^      ,  •     -  and  to  regain  the  ground  they  had  lost. 
Fall  of  Thej  turned  their  attention  first  to  their  nearest  enemies, 

418  b!c.  ^^^  -Siquians,  who  were  decidedly  the  most  troublesome, 
and  had  in  the  year  446  s.o.  laid  waste  the  Bom.aji 
territory,  even  to  the  gates  of  the  city.  The  wars  appear 
often  to  have  been  interrupted  by  long  periods  of  armis- 
tice, and  the  enemies  of  Bome  were  now  reduced  to  the 
defensive.  The  first  statement  fix)m  which  we  can  venture 
to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  course  of  the  wars,  refers  to 
the  conquest  of  Labici  in  the  year  418  b.g.^  A  Boman 
colony  was  founded  here,  and  this  is  the  first  permanent 
extension  of  the  Boman  dominion  by  means  of  the  mili- 
tary colonisation,  the  method  which  the  Bomans  employed 
to  secure  their  hold  on  their  conquests  in  Italy,  and  to 
extend  their  dominion  from  one  centre  over  a  large  extent 
of  country."  Labici  remained  as  a  colony  in  the  Boman 
possession.  The  situation  of  this  town  shows  that  after 
it  was  taken  by  the  Bomans,  the  uSlquians  could  no 
longer  retain  the  Algidus.'  Ihus  the  advanced  station  of 
the  ^quians  in  the  land  of  the  Latins  had  fallen.  A  further 
success  of  the  Bomans  is  marked  by  the  conquest  of  the 

'  Livy,  iv.  47.    Diodorus,  xiii.  6. 

'  AU  the  reports  of  colonies  which  have  reference  to  the  regal  period  are 
fictitious.  So  are  those  of  the  colonies  alleged  to  have  been  founded  preyiously 
to  the  year  418  b.c.,  viz.,  FidenBB,  Ecetra,  Velitne,  Norba,  and  Astium«  At 
the  first  dawn  of  trustworthy  historical  tradition  we  discover  these  towns  in 
possession  of  the  enemies  of  Rome.  It  is  therefore  all  but  certain  that  the 
stories  of  the  conquest,  colonisation,  and  revolt  of  these  towns  at  an  earlier 
period  were  invented  to  fill  up  the  empty  annals  of  those  times.  This  can 
be  proved  satisfactorily  in  the  case  of  Fidenae  (see  p.  25).  The  fact  is  that 
colonies  were  quite  ou(  of  the  question  so  long  as  the  territory  of  Rome  extended 
only  to  within  five  Roman  miles  from  the  gates,  and  so  long  as  Rome  and 
Latium  had  to  maintain  a  doubtful  struggle  for  their  existence,  and  were  unable 
to  oppose  an  effectual  barrier  to  the  advance  of  the  .^uians  and  Yolscians 
into  the  heart  of  Latium.  For  the  same  reasons  we  must  question  the  authen- 
ticity of  all  reports  of  agrarian  laws  and  of  the  distributions  of  land  during 
the  same  period.  It  was  not  till  after  the  acquisition  of  the  territory  of  Corioli 
from  Ardea  (442  b.c.),  and  after  the  conquest  of  Labici  (418  b.c),  of  Boise  (414 
B.c.),  that  assignations  of  land  could  be  proposed  or  even  thought  of  in  Rome. 

•  Accordingly,  after  418  b.c.,  they  are  no  longer  reported  as  encamped  on  the 
Algidus. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  WABS  DOWN  TO  THE  LAST  WAR  WITH  VEH.  235 

small  town  of  Boise*  (414  b.c.),  which,  like  Labici,  lay     CHAP. 
on   the  line  of  communication  between  Borne  and  the         ,  '^ 


coxintry  of  the  Hemicans,  where,  at  a  later  period,  the  ^^^ 
important  'Latin  road'  {via  Latino)  was  constructed.  414 b.c. 
The  Somans  had  now  established  an  easy  communication 
with  their  allies  in  the  valley  of  the  Trerus,  and  it  is  said 
that  they  made  the  first  use  of  this  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
storing to  the  Hemicans  their  principal  town,  Ferentinum, 
which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  iEiquians. 

In  the  popular  tradition,  the  memory  of  these  wars  was  The 
principally  connected  with  the  name  of  the  dictator,  A.  p'osumdus. 
Postumius  Tubertus,  who  stands  out  in  horrible  grandeur 
as  one  of  the  superhuman  and  inhuman  heroes  of  the 
olden  time.  It  is  related  of  him  that  he  condemned  his 
son  to  death,  because  he  had  engaged  in  battle  with  an 
enemy  against  the  express  command  of  his  father.  The 
admiration  for  such  virtues  was,  even  in  a  Keman,  mixed 
with  horror  and  detestation.  Another  member  of  the 
Postumian  house,  the  consular  tribune  M.  Postumius 
Begillensis,  was  equally  distinguished  for  his  stem  and 
unyielding  temper  and  his  cruel  abuse  of  power.  In 
consequence  he  had  inspired  his  soldiers  with  no  love  or 
devotion,  but  only  with  fear ;  and  when,  after  the  conquest 
of  Boise,  he  kept  back  the  booty,  and  was  making  pre* 
parations  to  punish  the  mutinous  disposition  of  the 
soldiers  with  inhuman  severity,  they  were  goaded  to 
the  terrible  deed  of  stoning  to  death  the  commander  to 
whom  they  were  bound  by  the  sacred  military  oath,  the 
soAyramenivmy  to  yield  implicit  obedience.'  Such  events 
were  deeply  impressed  on  the  memory  of  the  people. 
There  is  no  reason  for  believing  them  to  be  without  foun- 
dation, though  there  is  some  vagueness  and  uncertainty 
as  to  the  precise  time  and  place  to  which  they  belong ; 
and  though  they  do  not  always  seem  to  tally  exactly  with 
the  great  political  events,  we  can  stul  discover  in  them 
a    substantial    element    of   historical    truth.      By   such 

•  Livy,  ir.  49.  •  Livy,  iv.  60. 
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gradual  transitions  we  pass  insensibly  from  the  deceptive 
region  of  fable  to  the  firm  ground  of  history. 

After  the  decemvirate,  the  Yolscians,  like  the  .Slquians, 
appear  to  have  lost  strength.  The  war  with  them  turns  on 
the  conquest  of  a  few  fortified  places,  like  Yermgo  and 
Artena,  of  which  we  know  nothing  but  the  names.  Per- 
haps it  was  at  this  time  that  the  Yolscians  lost  some  of 
their  most  important  conquests  in  Latium,  such  as  Yelitree 
and  Satricum,  as  we  find  these  soon  after  in  the  possession 
of  the  Romans.^  At  all  events,  the  fortune  of  war  was  on 
the  side  of  the  latter,  who  undertook  what  was  for  this 
period  a  very  bold  expedition  through  the  midst  of  the 
land  of  the  Yolscians,  past  Antium,  even  to  Anzur,  after-* 
wards  called  Terracina.  The  taking  of  this  town  also  is 
reported  more  than  once,  as  is  usual  in  the  case  of  such 
creditable  exploits — ^viz.,  for  the  years  406  and  400  b.c.* 

While  the  attacks  of  the  Yolscians  and  iBquians  not 
only  grew  less  frequent,  but  the  nations  themselves  lost 
ground  in  Latium  and  were  reduced  to  such  a  state  of 
weakness  as  to  appear  no  longer  formidable,  the  Romans 
acquired  sufficient  self-reliance,  leisure,  and  strength  to 
undertake  a  war  with  their  nearest  northern  neighbours, 
the  Etruscans.  This  war,  which  soon  proved  to  be  one 
for  aggression  and  conquest,  strained  the  whole  strength  of 
the  republic,  but  eventually  ended  in  the  first  important 
extension  of  the  Roman  territory. 

In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  only  five 
Roman  miles  distant,  on  the  left  or  Latin  bank  of  the  Tiber, 
lay  the  town  of  Fidense.  It  had  been  undoubtedly  Latin  in 
the  beginning,  but  at  the  time  when  the  Etruscans  reigned 
over  Latium,  it  had  received  an  Etruscan  colony;  and 
having  thus  a  mixed  population,'  it  was  isolated  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  neighbouring  peoples,  and  occupied  an 


*  Diodorug,  xiv.  34,  102.    See  Schwegler,  Rom,  Gesch.,  iii.  190. 

*  It  was  not  till  more  than  seventy  years  later,  in  329  b.c.,  that  a  colony  was 
sent  to  Terracina.  This  delay  throws  considerable  doubt  on  the  alleged  con- 
quests of  406  and  400. 

*  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  103,  Anm.  13. 
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mdei>endent  position  between  Latium  and  Etroria.  But  an  CHAP, 
independent  city  just  outside  the  gates  of  Borne  could  not  7'  - 
avoid  frequent  collisions  with  such  a  powerful  and  aggres- 
sive neighbour.  The  feuds  between  the  two  towns  must  have 
been  numerous  enough.  But  what  we  read  of  these  feuds 
in  the  stories  of  the  regal  time  and  of  the  earlier  republic 
bears  the  manifest  stamp  of  invention.^  Fidense  was 
always  drawn  upon  to  supply  materials  for  filling  the 
empty  annals  with  warlike  exploits,  and  such  was  the 
poverty  of  fancy  of  the  Boman  annalists  that  they  nearly 
always  relate  the  same  uniform  and  interminably  tedious 
stories,  without  ever  rising  to  bold  and  original  fiction. 
Prom  the  year  498  b.c.,  when  Pidence,  after  having 
revolted  five  times,  was  conquered  and  colonised  for  the 
sixth,  time,  no  further  mention  is  made  of  the  town 
till  the  year  488  b.c.,  and  this  silence  is  a  good  sign 
of  the  gradually  increasing  credibility  of  the  Boman 
annals* 
In  the  year  488  b.c.  FidensB  made  an  alliance  with  Veii,  Alliance  of 

Fidens 

which  was  at  that  time  governed  by  a  king  called  Lars  ^th  Veii, 
Tolumniusi  The  Bomans  sent  four  ambassadors  to  Fidense  ^^^  ^•^' 
to  demand  satisfaction.  The  people  of  FidensB  followed  up 
their  desertion  with  the  murder  of  the  ambassadors — a 
crime  which  cut  off  all  chance  of  reconciliation.  War  was 
now  imavoidable,  and  seemed  the  more  threatening  as  the 
Yeientes,  under  their  king,  Lars  Tolumnius,  and  even  the 
Faliscans,  the  people  of  the  small  town  of  Falerii  in  Etruria, 
were  ready  to  assist  Fidense.  The  Bomans  therefore  did 
as  they  were  wont  to  do  in  hazardous  times — they  ap- 
pointed a  dictator. 

The  man  selected  was  Mamercus  ^miHus,  who  seems  Dictator- 
to  have  been  a  man  of  energy  and  ability,  and  is  freqnently  jEmi^us. 
mentioned  about  this  time  with  reference  to  the  civil  his- 
tory of  Bome.    A  great  battle  was  fought,  which  was 
decided  in  favour  of  the  Bomans  chiefly  in  consequence  of 
the  courage  of  the  horsemen,  and  in  which  the  king  of 

*  See  aboTe,  p.  25. 
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Veil  fell  by  the  liand  of  the  yaliant  commander  of  Üie 
Roman  horse,  A.  Cornelius  Cossns. 

Yet  it  was  not  until  the  following  year,  after  another 
victory,  that  Fidenee  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Bomajis. 
It  was  again  made  a  colony  in  428  b.c.    Nothing  is  said  of 
the  town  being  punished.     The  war  with  Yeii  was  con- 
cluded by  an  armistice   after  the  fall  of  Fiden».     The 
same  events  were  repeated  almost  without  any  material 
variation,  according  to  the  Boman  annals,  in  the  year  426 
B.c.,  some  ten  years  later.    Again  Fiden»  broke  the  peace, 
and  marked  its  savage  hostility  and  resolution  this  time  by 
murdering  the  Boman  colonists  who  had  been  sent  to 
Fidense  two  years  before.    Yeii  is  again  in  league  with 
Fidense,  and,  what  is  of  the  greatest  significance,  Mamercus 
iBmilius  is  a.gain  nominated  to  be  dictator.    This  time  the 
valiant  leader  of  the  horse  of  437  b.c.,  A.  Cornelius  Cossus, 
is  master  of  the  horse  under  the  dictator,  and  again  he 
decides  the  battle.^     This  time  also  Fidense  is  conquered, 
but  it  no  longer  appears  to  have  strength  to  renew  the 
war  ahnost  immediately,  x  It  is  razed  to  the  ground,  and 
never  appears  again  in  history ;  it  was  from  that  time  so 
utterly  desolate  that  its  name  was  used  to  designate  a 
depopulated  and  deserted  place. 

From  a  comparison  of  the  stories  of  the  two  wars  with 
Fidense  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  one  is  only  a  variation  of 
the  other.  If  it  is  asked  which  of  the  two  wars  has  the 
greatest  claim  to  be  considered  historical,  we  must,  with 
Niebuhr,^  decide  in  favour  of  the  second.  It  is  quite  in- 
conceivable that  Fidensß,  after  the  first  conquest,  should  not 
have  been  severely  punished  for  the  murder  of  the  Boman 
ambassadors.  Moreover,  Diodorus*  knows  only  of  the 
second  war,  and  places  in  it  the  story  of  the  murder  of  the 

»  In  the  year  437  he  was  called  a  legionary  tribune  (Livy,  ir.  18),  and  it  is 
not  explained  how  in  that  capacity  he  could  play  such  a  prominent  part  at  the 
head  of  the  Roman  cavaliy.  A  legate  of  the  name  of  Quinctius  is  mentioned 
on  both  occasions  (Livy,  iv.  17*  32),  an  additional  proof  that  the  one  story  is 
Clothing  but  a  duplicate  of  the  other. 

'  Niebuhr,  Rom,  Gesch,,  ii.  616 ;  English  translation,  ii.  456. 

'  Biodorus,  zii.  80. 
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ambassadors«    This  war  has  obtained  a  great  celebrity,  and     CHAP, 
is,  for  this  reason,  of  considerable  importance  for  the  cri-  .^. — ,-L^ 


tical  examination  of  the  sonrces  of  the  Soman  historians, 
becanse  two  monnments,  still  extant  in  later  times,  bore 
witness  to  it.  These  were  the  statues  of  the  murdered 
ambassadors  on  the  Soman  Forum,  and  the  armour  of 
which  the  commander  of  the  Boman  horse,  A.  Cornelius 
Cossus,  stripped  the  body  of  Tolumnius,  the  ling  of  Yeii, 
and  which  he  dedicated  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Feretrius 
on  the  Capitol  as  spolia  opima,  i.e.  spoUs  taken  by  a  Soman 
commander  firom  a  commander  of  the  enemies.  That  four 
statues  of  murdered  ambassadors  really  stood  at  a  later 
period  on  the  Forum  cannot  be  doubted,  for  Cicero 
mentions  them  as  existing  not  long  before  his  time.^  But 
whether  they  were  set  up  immediately  after  the  event 
which  they  were  intended  to  commemorate,  or  at  a  later 
period,  after  the  burning  of  Some  by  the  Gauls,  must 
remain  uncertain.  At  any  rate  they  dated  &om  a  time 
when  the  memory  of  the  murder  was  still  fresh,  and  they 
may  pass  as  historical  evidence,  although  of  course  they 
can  only  bear  witness  to  the  general  fact,  and  leave  us  in 
the  dark  with  regard  to  detail,  and  especially  the  date  of 
the  event. 

The  armour  of  King  Lars  Tolumnius  has  given  rise  to  Lars  To- 
an  interesting  critical  enquiry.  Livy,  who,  on  the  whole,  '*™°*"*' 
did  not  care  much  for  the  examination  of  historical  monu- 
ments, felt  himself  compelled  here,  probably  out  of  polite 
attention  to  the  Emperor  Augustus,  to  tack  on  to  his  story 
a  remark  in  which  he  represents  Augustus  as  stating  that 
during  the  restoration  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Feretrius 
he  himself  examined  the  armour  of  Cossus,  and  found  that 
in  the  inscription  he  was  called  consul.  From  this  fact 
Augustus  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Cossus  could  not 
have  taken  the  spoils  in  the  year  437  b.c.,  because  he  then 
filled  no  public  oflSce,  and  because  such  spoils  could  only  be 
dedicated  by  a  man  who,  whilst  commanding  an  army  under 

>  Cicero,  PhUipp.,  ix.  2. 
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his  own  auspices,  had  slain  a  hostile  general  in  battle. 
Livy  does  not  venture  to  decide  whether,  in  consequence  of 
this  discovery,  the  dedication  of  the  spoils  ought  to  be 
placed  in  the  year  428  b.c.,  in  which  indeed  Cossus  was 
consul,  but,  according  to  the  annals,  waged  no  war,  or  in 
the  year  426  b.c.  when  he  was  consular  tribune,  and, 
as  commander  of  the  horse  of  the  dictator  Mamercus 
^milius,  again  fought  victoriously  against  the  Fidenates 
and  Yeientes.  For  us,  who  regard  the  stories  of  the  two 
wars  as  versions  of  the  same  story,  no  controversy  can 
arise  about  the  time  of  taking  the  spoils  or  the  dedication 
of  them.  We  reject  the  story  of  the  year  437  b.o.  as  quite 
untenable  on  the  ground  given  above ;  we  hold  that  Cossus, 
as  consular  tribune,  dedicated  the  spoils,  and  that  either  he 
himself  or  one  of  his  descendants  put  the  inscription  on 
the  armour,  adding  to  his  other  titles  that  of  consul,  which 
he  enjoyed  two  years  later.  Thus  the  accidental  notice  of 
an  authentic  monument  does  not  lead  to  a  negative  result 
upsetting  the  whole  of.  the  popular  tradition  and  the 
annalistic  account,  but  it  supplies  a  criterion  which  we 
can  make  use  of  to  separate  what  is  erroneous  from  the 
common  narrative,  and  to  arrive  at  a  degree  of  certainty 
which,  considering  the  still  prevailing  obscurity  in  the 
history  of  Eome  at  the  time  in  question,  cannot  be  too 
highly  prized. 

A  consequence  of  the  conquest  and  destruction  of  Fiden» 
was  the  confiscation  of  its  ^rritory  as  public  land  {ojfer 
piiblicus)  of  the  Eoman  people.  This,  afber  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  land  in  dispute  between  Ardea  and  Aricia 
(442  B.G.),  is  the  ßist  extension  of  the  territory  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  the  town.  We  shall  see  here- 
after how  this  acquisition  led  to  the  renewal  of  the 
agitations  for  agrarian  laws  which  now  began  to  be  for 
the  first  time  of  a  serious  and  reformatory  character,  and 
increased  in  intensity  after  the  extension  of  the  Boman 
possessions  by  the  fall  of  Yeii,  so  that  at  last  (366  e.g.) 
they  led  to  the  Licinian  laws,  by  which  the  possessions  of 
the  patricians  in  the  state  lands  were  limited. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

THE   CONQUEST   OP   VEII,    396   B.C. 

The  wax  with  Pidense  was  the  prelude  to  a  more  serious     chap. 

XVT 

contest,  for  which  Borne  now  prepared  herself,  and  which    , ,J. 

may  be  characterised  as  the  first  war  of  conquest  which  Gr^atnei 
the  republic  undertook.  The  flourishing  and  populous  ofVeu, 
Etruscan  town  of  Veil,  which  lay  in  the  most  southern 
portion  of  Etruria  proper,  if  we  can  trust  the  annals,  had 
been  already  frequently  at  war  with  Eome  ;^  and  the  fall  of 
the  heroic  Fabii  on  the  river  Cremera,  and  the  taking  of 
the  Janiculus  by  the  Veientes,  had  been  preserved  in  the 
memory  of  the  people,  as  the  most  striking  and  important 
events  in  those  wars. 

Nevertheless  it  appears  that,  on  the  whole,  a  peaceful  Bisinclina- 
intercourse    prevailed    between    the   Etruscans  and  the  Veientines 
Bomans.     The  former  do   not  appear  to  have  aimed  at  *'^P'^^ 
extending  their  power  southward,  after  having  lost  the 
possession  of  Campania  and  Latium,  and  when  the  strength 
of  the  nation  was  evidently  decreasing.     While  Rome  and 
Latium  barely  maintained  the  contest  with  the  ^quians 
and  the  Volscians,  the  Veientes  remained  quiet ;  and  after 
the  fall  of  Pidense  they  felt  even  less  inclined  than  before 
to  break  the  peace,  as  the  invasion  of  Northern  Italy  by  the 
Gauls  at  this  time  exposed  the  Etruscans  to  a  new  and 
unexpected  danger,  and  no  doubt  deprived  the  southern 
towns  of  Etruria  of  the  assistance  of  their  countrymen  and 
allies  in  the  north.  Yet  Veii,  although  confined  to  her  own 
Tesources,  had  no  great  reason  to  dread  a  war  with  Eome. 

*  Not  less  than  eight  times.    See  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  ill.  203,  Anm.  3. 
VOL.  I.  B 
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According  to  the  reports  of  ancient  writers,  confirmed  by 
modem  topographical  researches,  the  extent  of  Veii  was 
about  equal  to  that  of  Borne.  It  stood  on  a  rocky  eminence 
bounded  on  three  sides  by  precipitous  ravines,  and  it  con- 
tained a  large  population.  The  public  and  private  build- 
ings were  of  a  solidity  and  grandeur  unknown  in  Some 
at  that  time.  The  industry  and  the  peaceful  arts  of  the 
Yeientes  had  enriched  and  beautified  the  town.'  Being 
the  mistress  of  several  smaller  towns,  and  of  a  large  terri- 
tory, and  moreover  allied  with  the  neighbouring  cities  of 
Capena,  Palerii,  Tarquinii,  and  Ccere,  Veii  was  at  the 
head  of  all  Southern  Etruria,  and  seemed  able  to  preserve 
her  independence  without  foreign  help. 

We  know  next  to  nothing  of  the  political  and  social 
institutions  of  Veii.  According  to  the  Bo'man  annalists, 
the  monarchical  constitution  continued  in  Veii,  while  in 
the  other  Etruscan  towns  it  had  given  way  to  that  of  an 
aristocratic  republic.  Whether  this  continuance  of  the 
monarchy  was  injurious  to  the  prosperity  of  Veii  must  be 
left  undecided.  Nor  do  we  know  what  was  the  relation 
of  the  ruling  class  to  the  mass  of  the  common  people,  and 
whether  the  latter,  as  is  generally  supposed,*  were  oppressed 
and  altogether  deprived  of  political  rights.  If  this  was  the 
case,  it  was  certainly  an  element  of  weakness.  Much  has 
been  said  about  the  great  influence  of  the  priests  over  the 
Etruscan  people,  and  of  their  almost  Oriental  fanaticism. 
That  this  would  have  contributed  to  rouse  and  intensify 
the  energies  of  the  nation  in  a  war  for  political  existence 
is  proved  by  the  vigour  with  which  it  inspired  the  Jews 
under  the  Maccabees,  and  during  the  last  siege  of  Jeru- 
salem. 

The  conquest  and  destruction  of  Veii,  shortly  before  the 
invasion  of  the  Gauls,  is  an  event  as  well  attested  as  the 
fall  of  Carthage.  But  round  this  centre  of  historical  truth 
a  luxuriant  crop  of  legends  has  grown  up,  in  which  Greek 
fancy    is   immistakable.      The   elements   of    legend  and 


»  Müller,  Einufker,  i.  369.     Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  iii.  232. 
*  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  iii.  208. 
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tradition  are  so  mingled,  that  the  attempt  to  separate     chap. 
them  is  baffled  to  a  yery  considerable  extent.     We  must   ^  ^'  ^ 
therefore  give  up  the  hope  of  arriving  at  perfect  historical 
truth,  and  confine  ourselves  to  conjectures  on  those  points 
which  are  enveloped  in  the  legendary  veil. 

According  to  the  annalistic  account«,  the  war  with  Veii  changes  ia 
began  as  early  as  406  b.c.  We  cannot  discover  a  sufficient  ^^^^ 
cause  of  war ;  for  the  alleged  participation  of  the  Veientes  organi«*- 
in  the  revolt  of  Pidence  and  in  the  murder  of  the  Eoman  ^*°*^' 
ambassadors  was  succeeded  by  a  reconciliation  and  by 
several  years  of  peace.     The  Bomans,  it  seems,  thought 
that  the  favourable  moment  had  come  for  extending  their 
territory  towards  the  north,  and  they  had  no  difficulty  in 
assigning  a  special  grievance.    They  saw,  however,  that, 
for  a  war  with  an  enemy  so  formidable  as  Veii  their  old 
military   organisation  was  not  sufficient.      It  was    only 
calculated  for  making  short  summer  campaigns,  during  a 
few  months  or  weeks,  against  the  -äJquian  and  Volscian 
invaders.      In  order  to    subdue   a  large   fortified   town 
like  Veii,  it  was  necessary  to  have  an  army  ready  in  the 
field  all  the  year  round.     The  old  citizen-soldiers  were 
fed  and  armed  at  their  own  expense,  and  exchanged  their 
agricultural  labour  only  for  a  short  time   for  military 
service.     It  was  necessary  to  replace  them  by  a  standing 
army  of  soldiers,  who  might  remain  in  the  field  summer 
and  winter,  and  who  would  be  relieved  from  all  domestic 
cares.     For  this  purpose  the  introduction  of  military  pay^^ 
was  necessary.     This  reform  was  of  the  greatest  import-    | 
ance,  not  only  for  the  organisation  of  the  army,  and  for  the    j 
manner  of  carrying  on  war,  but  also  for  internal  political    j 
life.     If,  as  we  may  suppose,  the  Bomans  conceived  this    - 
idea  sooner  than  their  neighbours  (for  they  possessed  a 
wonderful  instinct  for  improvement  in  military  matters), 
the  consequent  superiority  of  their  army  gave  them  a  well- 
merited  preponderance  over  troops  that  were  now  com- 
paratively undisciplined.      Perhaps   the    Etruscans   had 
already  adopted  the  principle  of  giving  pay  to  their  troops, 
for  they  were  far  in  advance  of  the  Eomans  in  wealth  and 
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BOOK     refinement.     But  it  is  not  likely  that  they  had  as  much 

> ^ — '   intuitive  wisdom  as  the  Romans  for  hitting  upon  the  best 

method  of  applying  the  principle.  For  the  Koman  armies 
were  not  formed  of  mercenaries,  such  as  were  very  frequent 
in  antiquity,  but  they  consisted  of  citizens,  to  whom  their 
pay  was  only  a  lightening  of  their  military  service,  not  an 
inducement  for  devoting  themselves  to  a  soldier's  life  as  to 
a  profession. 
The  With  the  introduction  of  pay  for  the  troops  was  con- 

cavalry,  nected  another  innovation  in  the  military  organisation  of 
Bome,  the  importance  of  which  appears  to  have  been 
even  greater  in  its  bearing  on  internal  political  reforms 
than  on  that  of  the  army.  The  Eoman  cavaliy,  up  to 
this  time,  was  not  formed,  like  the  infantry,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  census  or  property  qualification.  The  able- 
bodied  young  men,  fit  for  cavalry  service,  were  organised, 
without  regard  to  the  amoimt  of  their  property,  in  six 
patrician  and  twelve  plebeian  horse  centuries,  and  re- 
ceived horses  and  their  keep  from  the  state.  Their  arms 
were  light,^  such  as  men  of  small  means  could  procure. 
They  were  therefore  less  fitted  for  close  combat  in  battle 
than  for  the  purpose  of  quickly  overrunning  a  hostUe 
territory,  for  reconnoitring  and  for  pursuing  the  enemy. 
The  numerous  descriptions  of  battles  won  by  the  heroism 
of  the  horsemen  are,  like  all  the  pictures  of  the  battles  of 
those  times,  imaginary,  and  cannot  be  relied  upon. 
Beginning  Now,  after  the  introduction  of  military  pay,  when  the 
equestrian  Service  of  the  infantry  had  become  less  burdensome  for  the 
order.  poorer  class,  the  richer  citizens  were  no  longer  so  much  in 
request  as  heavy  armed  foot  soldiers,  and  were,  therefore, 
more  available  for  the  cavalry.  They  accepted  this  change 
the  more  readily  as  the  pay  of  the  cavalry  was  three 
times  as  much  as  that  of  the  infantry.  There  were  a 
sufficient  number  who,  we  are  told,  oflPered  themselves 
voluntarily,  providing  their  own  horses,  and  the  state 
thankfully  accepted  their  offer.     In  this  manner  the  old 

»  Poly  bins,  vi.  25. 
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Servian   constitution  was  extended  in  the  natural  pro-  CHAP. 

•  XVI 

cess  of  development.     Prom  the  first  of  the  five  Servian  ^/  ,  '  ^ 


classes  a  new  division  had  branched  off,  consisting  of  the 
wealthiest  citizens,  who,  without  formally  constituting  a 
separate  class,  and  without  changing  the  organisation  of 
the  eighteen  centuries  of  knights,  took  service  as  a  species 
of  volunteers,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  what  became 
afterwards  the  order  of  the  knights  {or do  equester).  Prom 
this  time  forward  the  cavalry  service  was  considered  a 
distinction,  and  attracted  more  and  more  the  wealthier 
class  of  citizens.  These  now  stood  forth  in  a  marked 
manner  from  the  mass  of  citizens,  and  constituted  a  nursery 
for  the  senate,  for  posts  of  honour  in  the  republic,  and 
for  the  new  nobility.^ 

Nevertheless,  even  after  this  seasonable  reform,  which  The 
changed  the  character  of  the  cavalry  from  light  to  heavy  inft^*^. 
armed  horse,  the  chief  strength  of  the  Roman  army  con- 
tinued to  be  in  their  infantry.  In  the  armies  of  the  later 
republic,  the  allies  furnished  a  contingent  of  cavalry  con- 
siderably stronger  than  the  Roman.*  This  never  could 
have  happened  if  the  Romans  had  felt  themselves  superior 
in  this  branch  of  the  service.  It  was  their  infantry  that 
conquered  the  world.  When,  however,  they  came  in  con- 
tact with  such  horsemen  as  the  Gauls  and  Numidians  of 
Hannibal,  the  weakness  of  their  own  cavalry  was  bitterly 
felt,  and  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  terrible  defeats 
by  which  the  republic  was  almost  overthrown. 

How  the  introduction  of  military  pay  influenced  the  tax  Military 
on  land  we  shall  discuss  in  connexion  with  the  agrarian  tho  land- 
laws.  *"• 

In  the  first  nine  years  of  the  war  with  Veii,  the  fortune  Nairatire 
of  war  was,  according  to  the  reports  of  the  annalists,  very         ^  ^*^* 

^  Livy-,  zlii.  61 :  '  Eqaites  illis  (Komanis)  principes  iuvestntis,  equites 
Beminariuin  senatus ;  inde  lectos  in  patres  consoles,  inde  imperatores  creant.* 

'  The  proportion  varied  at  different  times.  According  to  Polybius  (vi.  26, 
§  7)  the  cavalry  of  the  allies  was  threefold  that  of  the  Romans.  Other  accounts 
make  their  contingent  not  quite  double  as  strong  as  the  Boman  cavalry.  The 
average  strength  may  be  assumed  to  have  been  double  the  Boman. 
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BOOK     fluctuating,  and  victory  was  bj  no  means  always  on  the 
/     '  side  of  the  Bomans.     We  hear  even  that  they  suffered 
serious  losses  and  reverses.     Yeii  was  too  large  a  town  to 
be  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a  continuous  line  of  works. 
Several  fortified  camps  were  therefore  erected   in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  besiegers  to  intercept  supplies  and  aid  from  without. 
These  fortified  camps  were  stormed  by  the  enemy  in  the 
thii-d  year  of  the   siege,  and  the   Boman  armies  were 
beaten  in  the  field  by  the  Yeientes  and  their  allies.     But 
the  Bomans  made  fresh  exertions,  and  when  the  plebeian 
consular  tribunes  Genucius  and  Titinius  were  beaten  in 
the  tenth  year  of  the  war  by  the  allies  of  the  Yeientes,  the 
Faliscans   and  Capenatians,   and  in  consequence  of  this 
defeat  a  great  panic  arose  in  Bome,  the  senate  resolved  to 
try  the  effect  of  a  dictatorship — their  sheet  anchor  in  times 
of  danger.     M.  Furius  Camillus  was  the  man  into  whose 
hand  the  Bomans  intrusted  their  fate.     He  justified  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  within  a  short  space 
of  time  brought  the  long  and  dangerous  war  to  a  happy 
and  glorious  end.     So  far  the  story  of  the  last  war  of  the 
Yeientes  is  simple,  dry,  and  ordinary.     But  now,  with  the 
appearance  of  Camillus,  another  spirit  is  inftised  into  the 
story.     We  leave  the   domain  of  the  natural  and  the 
possible,  and  enter  the  fabulous  region  of  the  miraculous. 
The  rising       In  the  eighth  year  of  the  war  it  is  related  there  was  ob- 
Aiban         served  a  remarkable  natural  phenomenon  connected  with 
^i^o-  the  Lake  of  Alba.     The  waters  of  the  lake  rose  suddenly, 

without  any  assignable  cause,  to  so  great  a  height  that  the 
banks  were  flooded,  and  the  water  at  last  found  its  way 
over  the  volcanic  ridge  which  enclosed  the  bed  of  the 
lake,  and  flowed  down  the  hill  into  the  plain.  When  such 
wonderful  events  took  place,  the  Bomans  were  accustomed 
to  consult  the  Sibylline  books  or  the  Etruscan  soothsayers, 
in  order  to  avert  any  threatened  calamity  by  a  solenm 
expiatory  sacrifice.  Now,  as  they  were  at  war  with  the 
Etruscans,  they  did  not  confide  iu  their  soothsayers,  but 
sent  an  embassy  direct  to  Greece  to  seek  advice  at  the 
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shrine  of  the  Delphian  Apollo  J     In  the  meantime  the  war     chap. 

XVI 

with  Yeii  continued  nnintermpted,  and  the  Bomans,  who 


were  encamped  before  Veii,  often  entered  into  conversation 
with  the  besieged.  Then  it  happened  that,  during  a  dis- 
pute between  the  Bomans  and  the  Yeientes,  an  old  man 
cried  out  in  a  loud  voice  from  the  city  wall,  that  Veii  would 
not  £eJ1  until  the  waters  of  the  Alban  Lake  were  abated. 
A  Boman  soldier,  who  thought  he  discovered  something 
divine  in  this  speech,  persuaded  the  old  man  to  come  down 
from  the  wall,  and,  un^er  the  pretence  of  having  some- 
thing to  tell  him,  took  him  some  little  space  aside,  then 
seized  him  suddenly  round  the  body  and  carried  bim  into 
the  Boman  camp.  Sent  from  thence  to  Bome,  and 
questioned  by  the  senate,  the  prophet,  under  compulsion, 
revealed  the  divine  will,  as  contained  in  the  Etruscan 
books  of  fate.^  The  Bomans,  therefore,  immediately  began 
making  a  cailal  through  the  mountain  side  which  bounded 
the  lake,  and  thus  conducted  the  water  into  the  plain, 
and  when  they  had  thus  fulfilled  the  will  of  the  gods, 
they  doubted  not  that  Veii  would  now  fall  into  their 
hands. 

Meantime  CamiUus  kept  the  town  blockaded  with  his  Camiilns 
army,  which   had  been  joined  by  Latin  and  Hemican  I^^^^T**^" 
auxiliaries.     But  the  strong  walls  could  not  be  stormed  Veil. 
in  the  ordinary  way.     Therefore  Camillus  had  a  tunnel 
cut  from  the  Boman  camp,  under  the  wall,  to  the  citadel 
of  Veii.      When   this   tunnel  was   completed,   Camillus 
knew  that  Veii  was  in  his  hands,  and  he  sent  to  Bome 
to  ask  the  senate  how  he  should  divide  the  spoils.     The 
senate  determined  that  the  whole  people  should  have  a 
share  in  the  spoils  of  the  enemy's  town,  which  was  reduced 
by  the  exertions  of  the  whole  people ;  and  young  and  old, 
rich  and  poor,  proceeded  from  Bome  into  the  camp  before 

*  It  is  curious  that  the  story  ignores  the  Sibylline  books,  and  mentions  only 
the  Etruscan  soothsayers  and  the  Delphian  Oracle.  Can  it  be  that  the  story 
is  older  than  that  of  the  alleged  purchase  of  the  Sibylline  books  by  Tarquinius '/ 

■  The  libri  fatales.— livy,  v.  16. 
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Veii,  awaiting  the  moment  when  they  could  break  into  the 
conquered  town  with  the  victorious  soldiers. 

At  last  the  day  for  storming  the  town  arrived,  and 
Camillus  let  the  Boman  armj  advance  to  the  walls,  and 
pretend  to  attack  them.  But  while  the  Veientes  were 
engaged  in  defending  the  walls,  a  select  body  of  men 
advanced  through  the  tunnel.  At  their  head  was  Camillus 
himself,  and  when  he  arrived  at  the  place  where  the 
tunnel  ended  and  where  there  was  only  a  thin  wall  to 
break  through,  inside  the  temple  of  Juno  in  the  citadel  of 
Veii,  he  heard  the  high  priest  of  the  Veientes,  who  was  per- 
forming a  sacrifice  before  the  king,  say  that  whoever  pre- 
sented this  offering  to  the  tutelar  goddess  of  Veii  would  be 
victorious  in  battle.  At  this  moment  the  Bomans  burst 
forth  out  of  the  ground,  Camillus  seized  the  victim,  and 
offered  it  on  the  altar  of  the  goddess,  and  his  troops 
dispersed  themselves  from  the  citadel  over  the  whole  town, 
and  opened  the  gates  to  their  comrades. 

Thus  Veii  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Eomans.  CamiUus 
surveyed  the  extent  of  the  town  from  the  citadel,  and 
measured  the  greatness  of  the  victory.  Then  he  veiled 
his  head,  and  implored  the  gods  that,  if  too  ^^reat  happi- 
ness and  success  had  attended  him,  they  should  impose 
upon  him  a  moderate  retribution.  And  when  he  had  thus 
prayed,  and,  according  to  the  solemn  custom,  had  turned 
himself  round,  he  tripped  with  his  foot  and  fell  down,  for 
a  good  sign,  as  he  supposed ;  for  he  thought,  by  this  slight 
misfortune,  to  turn  away  the  jealousy  of  the  gods. 

A  more  splendid  triumphal  procession  than  that  which 
Camillus  celebrated  on  his  return  from  Veii  had  never 
been  seen  in  Bome.  In  a  chariot  drawn  by  four  white 
horses,  and  wearing  the  insignia  of  the  Capitoline  Jupiter, 
Camillus  rode  through  the  sacred  street  towards  the 
Capitol ;  and  his  soldiers,  flushed  with  joy  and  triumphing 
over  the  spoils,  followed  him,  singing  songs  of  praise  in 
honour  of  their  victorious  leader. 

But  soon  discontent  and  dissension  arose.  Camillus 
had  made  a  vow  to  dedicate  the  tenth  part  of  the  spoils  to 
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the  Delpliian  Apollo,  and  demanded  now  from  each  person     CHAP. 

the   tenth  part  of  all  the  booty  he  had  taken.     It  was  .^ '_^ 

decided  by  the  pontifices  that  nobody  eonld  keep  in  his 
own  possession  what  was  dedicated  to  the  god,  without 
incurring  the  divine  vengeance.  The  tenth  part  of  the 
conquered  land  must  also  be  consecrated  to  the  god.  It 
was  estimated,  therefore,  and  copper  was  taken  from  the 
state  treasury  to  buy  gold  for  the  amount.  But  as  there 
was  not  so  much  gold  to  be  obtained,  the  matrons  gave 
np  their  ornaments,  and  as  a  requital  of  their  good  deed 
they  were  suffered  to  ride  in  chariots  inside  the  town  at 
the  feasts  of  the  gods.  A  bowl  was  made  out  of  the  gold 
thus  obtained,  and  a  ship  was  sent  to  Delphi  to  convey 
the  offering  to  Apollo.  When  the  ship  was  come  near  to 
Sicily,  it  was  attacked  by  pirates  and  taken  to  the  island 
of  Lipara,  where  the  pirates  Uved.  But  when  their  cap- 
tain, Timasitheos,  saw  that  the  Romans  had  a  sacrificial 
offering  for  the  Delphian  god  on  board,  he  let  them  go 
unhurt  in  their  ship,  and  in  this  way  won  for  himself  the 
friendship  of  the  Roman  people,  which  was  of  great  benefit 
to  his  descendants  in  the  first  Punic  war,  when  the  Romans 
took  the  island  of  Lipara.*  But  the  consecrated  offering 
was  placed  in  the  temple  of  Delphi,  and  was  among  its 
choicest  treasures  untu  the  Phokian  Onomarchos  carried 
it  off  in  the  year  401  b.c.,  forty  years  later.  Only  the 
basis,  which  was  of  brass,  remained,  and  was  to  be 
seen  even  in  Appian's  time.*  Thus  Apollo  received  the 
tenth  part  of  the  spoils  of  the  town  which,  by  his  help, 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans.  But  the  people 
had  ceased  to  love  Camillus,  and,  from  the  very  height  of 
his  glory,  he  was  brought  down  to  great  misery.  The 
tribunes  accused  him  of  having  unjustly  divided  the  spoils 
of  Veii,  nay,  of  having  embezzled  a  part  of  them.  The 
people  were  also  much  exasperated,  because  at  his  triumph 
he  drove  four  white  horses  and  bore  with  him  things  which 
belonged  to  the   gods   alone.      For    this  reason,   when 

*  Diodorus,  xiv.  93.  ■  Appian,  ii.  8. 
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Camillas  saw  that  the  sentence  of  the  people  would  go 
against  him,  he  lefb  Borne,  and  retired  to  Ardea. 

Thus  runs  the  legend  of  the  conquest  of  Veii.     It  looks 
like  an  attempt  to  introduce  the  narrative  of  a  war  resem- 
bling that  of  Troy  into  the  early  history  of  Eome.     Hence 
the  account  of  the  ten  years'  duration  of  the  siege,  and 
especially  of  the  wonderful  manner  of  taking  the  town  by 
a  mine  which  opened  in  the  midst  of  the  town,  and  from 
which  issued  armed  foes,  as  from  the  Trojan  horse.   On  the 
other  hand,  we  can  discover  the  character  of  genuine  Italian 
imagination  in  the  fable  of  the  sudden  appearance  of  the 
Bomans  in  the  sanctuary  of  Juno,  of  the  declaration  of  the 
Etruscan  priest  that  the  victory  was  destined  to  him  who 
should  perform  the  present  sacrifice,  and  of  the  readiness 
and  cunning  of  Camillus,  who  anticipates  the  king  of  Veii 
and  obtains  the  victory  for  Borne  by  complying  with  the 
decree  of  fate.     We  have  met  with  a  similar  story  before,* 
relating  that  a  Sabine  had  a  cow  of  wonderful  size,  which 
he  was  going  to  sacrifice  in  the  temple  of  Diana  on  the 
Aventine,  in  order  to  secure  to  his  people  the  supreme 
power,  according  to  the  advice  of  the  soothsayers ;  but 
that  a  Boman  persuaded  the  Sabine  first  to  perform  bis 
ablutions  in  the  Tiber,  and  meanwhile  sacrificed  the  cow 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Bomans. 

It  is  evident  that  the  story  of  the  Etruscan  soothsayer 
and  that  of  the  Delphian  oracle  are  of  different  origin, 
and  were  not  originally  part  of  the  same  narrative.  The 
one  clearly  excludes  the  other.  One  is  of  native  Italian 
growth,  the  other  is  Greek  in  its  origin.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  also  more  recent,  for  the  worship  of  Apollo 
was,  at  the  time  in  question,  not  yet  introduced  in  Borne.* 

*  Livy  i.  4Ö. 

*  The  first  temple  of  Apollo  in  Bome  was  dedicated  in  the  year  352  b.c. 
(Tiivy,  yii.  20).  It  is  true  that,  according  to  general  tradition,  a  temple  ot 
ApoUo  was  dedicated  as  early  as  431  b.c.  But  as  there  vas  only  one  temple 
of  Apollo  in  Rome  before  the  time  of  Augustus  (Becker,  Rom.  Alisrth.^  i.  60.), 
Anm.  74),  ve  must  reject  either  one  or  the  other  of  these  two  statements.  In  sucii 
cases  it  is  always  preferable  to  credit  a  statement  which  refers  to  a  tinie 
further  removed  from  the  prehistoric  period.  The  building  of  a  temple  in 
352  B.c.  is  more  likely  to  haye  been  faithfully  recorded  than  that  of  a  temple 
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What  is   said   of  the  pious  pirate  Timasitheos  proves     CHAP. 
nothing.      When   Borne  became  powerful,  many  towns  >.    ^   .> 


tried  to  discover  some  old  connexion,  either  of  relation- 
ship or  friendship,  and  the  Romans  were  not  displeased 
to  discover  that  their  ancestors  had  enjoyed  familiar  in- 
tercourse with  the  Greek  nation.  Hence  the  story  of  the 
Delphian  ofiTering  is  probably  nothing  more  than  an  idle 
tale,  which  the  Delphians  made  up  at  the  time  when  Itome 
became  to  the  Greeks  the  object  of  fear  or  veneration. 

The  outlet  of  the  Alban  Lake,  of  which  the  legend  speaks.  The 
exists  even  at  the  present  day.  But  whether  it  was  made  ome"^ 
at  the  time  of  the  last  war  with  Veii,  and  how  the  legend  AlbRn 
arose,  it  is  perhaps  impossible  to  determine.  We  can 
hardly  suppose  that  Bome  and  Latium,  just  in  the  middle 
of  a  war  which  strained  all  their  powers,  would  undertake 
an  important  public  work,  the  object  of  which  was,  after 
all,  only  an  agricultural  improvement  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  lake.  It  is  far  more  probable  that  the  outlet  belongs 
to  that  period  when  the  Etruscans  had  dominion  in  La- 
tium, and  when  they  constructed  in  Eome  itself  similar 
important  works  for  draining  the  lower  parts  of  the  city. 
In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Alban  Lake  was 
Tusculum,  which  was  once  Etruscan,  and  it  is  most  likely 
that  the  outlet  was  made  in  the  time  before  the  expulsion 
of  the  Etruscans  from  this  town,  i.e.  in  the  time  of  the 
Koman  kings.  Possibly  during  the  siege  of  Veii  an 
obstruction  of  the  sewers  made  repairs  or  cleaning  neces- 
sary, and  thus  the  tradition  may  have  arisen  which 
ascribes  the  construction  of  the  outlet  to  the  time  of  the 
last  Veientine  war.* 

eighty  yean  earlier.  We  often  discover  the  attempt  of  writers  to  exaggerate 
t}ie  age  of  historical  monument«,  especially  when  the  object  was  to  increase  the 
«iQtiquity  and  grandeur  of  a  &mily.  Such  attempts  were  facilitated  in  Rome 
when  the  name  of  a  particular  family  occurred  in  the  earlier  Fasti.  For  the 
year  431  B.c.  the  Fasti  contained  the  name  of  C.  Julius  Mento  as  consul,  and 
for  the  year  3d2  that  of  C.  Julius  Julus  as  dictator.  The  family  chronicles  of 
the  Julian  house  were  not  satisfied  with  recording  the  dedication  of  the  temple 
of  Apollo  by  H  Julius  in  362.  They  claimed  the  same  honour  also  for  431,  in 
which  year  a  C.  Julius  was  consul.   Hence  the  two  contradictory  statements. 

^  This  is  Schwegler's  opinion  (Bom,  Gesch.,  iii.  220).     Compare  Abeken, 
yfUtäüalim,  p.  118,  Anm.  4. 
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Some  of  the  stories  of  Oamillus  are  evidently  drawn 
from  the  imagination  of  a  foreigner,  probably  a  Greek, 
who  was  imperfectly  acquainted  with  Boman  customs  and 
institutions,  and  therefore  relates  things  and  attributes 
motives  which  no  Roman  would  have  hit  upon.^  Thus  we 
are  told  that  Camillus  gave  offence  because  on  the  occasion 
of  his  triumph  he  decorated  himself  with  the  insignia  of 
Jupiter,  and  drove  to  the  Capitol  in  a  chariot  drawn  by 
four  white  horses."  But  we  know  that  it  was  customary 
at  Bome  for  the  victorious  general,  on  the  day  of  his 
triumph,  to  personate,  as  it  were,  the  Capitoline  Jupiter, 
as  if  to  show  that  Jupiter  himself  triumphed  over  the 
enemies  of  Rome.' 

Not  less  open  to  objection  is  the  story  that,  before  the 
storming  of  Veii,  the  whole  population  of  Rome  were  in- 
vited to  share  in  the  sack  of  the  town.*  Who  can  think 
it  compatible  either  with  the  strict  Roman  discipline,*  or 
with  any  kind  of  military  order,  to  invite  indiscriminately 
the  populace  of  a  town  into  the  camp  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  part  in  the  plunder  of  a  captured  city?* 

Thus  we  find  that,  while  the  conquest  of  Veii  is  an 
incontrovertible  historical  fact,  aU  the  details  connected 
with  it  in  the  annalistic  reports  are  untrustworthy;  nor 
can  we  discover  satisfactorily  what  consequences  the 
Roman  conquest  had  on  the  neighbouring  Etruscan  towns. 

>  See  above,  p.  79.  To  a  like  source  must  be  traced  the  story  of  the  com- 
mission sent  to  Athens  before  the  decemvirate  for  the  sake  of  studying  Greek 
laws  and  usages. — Livy  iii.  31.  See  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early 
Roman  History,  ii.  222. 

*  Livy,  V.  23  :  *  Triumphus  omnem  consuetum  honorandi  diei  illius  modum 
aliquantum  ezcessit.  Maxime  conspectus  ipse  est  cumi  equis  albis  iuncto 
urbem  invectus;  parumque  id  non  civile  modo  sed  humanum  etiam  visum, 
lovis  Solisque  equis  sequiparari  dictatorem  in  religionem  etiam  trahebant.' 

'  This  is  stated,  curiously  enough,  by  Livy  himself  (x.  7  :  '  Qui  lovis  optimi 
maximi  ornatu  decoratus  curruaurato  per  urbem  vectus  in  Capitolium  ascendent ') 
who  seems  to  have  forgotten  his  previous  statement.  See  Schwerer,  JiÖ?n, 
Geach.,  iii.  228. 

.  *  Livy,  V.  20,  21.  According  to  Zonaras  (vü.  21),  only  volunteers  left  Borne 
for  the  camp,  and  they  also  took  part  in  the  fighting.  This  is  a  material 
difference. 

•  Compare  espedally  Polybius,  x.  16. 

'  According  to  Livy,  t.  21 :  '  Ingens  profecta  multitudo  replevit  caatra.* 
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The  annalists  report  waxs  with  Capena  and  Falerii,^  and     CHAP, 
even  tell  of  military  expeditions  over  the  Ciminian  moun-   ^_    ,  "^ 


tains,  the  boundary  of  South  Etruria,  to  Volsinii  and 
Salpinnm.  How  much  of  these  accounts  may  be  true  it 
is  not  possible  to  decide  ;  it  seems,  however,  natural  that, 
after  the  fall  of  Veii,  the  towns  which  had  been  subject  to 
it,  or  closely  allied  with  it,  must  likewise  have  fallen  into 
the  power  of  the  Bomans.  This  must  have  been  the  case 
with  Capena,  and  also  vnthSutrium  and  Nepete,  which  from 
this  time  appear  as  subject  to  Eome.*  Palerii,  on  the  other 
hand,  maintained  her  independence,  and  Eome  appears  not 
to  have  shown  herself  at  all  hostile  to  Tarquinii  and  Csere, 
perhaps  because  they  had  remained  neutral  in  the  last  war 
with  Veii,  or  had  even  favoured  Eome. 

The  conquest  of  Veii  was  so  important  an  extension  of  Import- 
the  extremely  narrow  old  Boman  territory,  that  the  former  conquest 
acquisitions  of  the  territory  of  Corioli  and  Pidense,  as  well  °^  ^®"- 
as  the  colonisation  of  Labici,  become  comparatively  insig- 
nificant. Shortly  after,  in  the  year  387  b.c.,  four  new 
tribes  were  added  to  the  twenty-one  original  Boman  tribes, 
and  these  new  tribes  perhaps  surpassed  the  old  ones  in 
fertility  as  well  as  extent.  The  Boman  state  had  now  so 
decidedly  grown  in  power,  that  its  relations  to  the  allied 
towns  in  Latium  were  essentially  altered.  If  we  are 
justified  in  supposing  that  Veii,  before  its  fall,  was  about 
equal  to  Borne,  the  power  of  the  latter  was  nearly  doubled, 
and  probably  not  one  of  the  existing  towns  of  Etruria  was 
now  a  match  for  her.  The  wide  space  enclosed  by  the 
wall  of  the  city  could  now  be  filled  by  a  denser  population, 
and  the  hüls,  which  had  thus  far  been  largely  used  for 
agricultural  purposes,  could  grow  into  a  town.  The  wealth 
acquired  by  the  capture  of  the  works  of  art  of  the  Etruscan 
town  could  not  fail  to  give  a  strong  impulse  to  industry, 
enterprise,  and  commerce.  For  the  first  time  Bome  ob- 
tained a  great  accession  of  slaves  in  the  numerous  captives,^ 

^  The  story  of  the  Falißcan  schoolmaster  is  well  known. — Livy,  t.  27.    Plu- 
tarrh,  CamiU,,  10. 
'  Schweglep,  Rom.  Gesch.,  m.  232.    Müller,  Etruaker,  i.  360. 
'  Liyy,  v.  22 :  '  Libera  corpora  dictator  sub  corona  yendidit.* 
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BOOK     who  formed  a  skilled  and  industrious  population ;  whilst 

> ,'  ,^  the  conquered  country  oflfered  to  the  poor  plebeian  peasant. 

as  well  as  to  the  wealthy  patrician,  abundant  land  for 
assignments  and  occupation.  Borne,  in  her  rapid  develop- 
ment, was  now  in  the  act  of  emerging  from  the  position  of 
a  fedei*al  capital  of  the  Latins  to  become  the  mistress  of 
a  large  country,  when  she  was  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
overtaken  by  a  disaster  which  threatened  not  only  her 
growth,  but  her  life,  and  which,  like  a  hail-storm,  swept 
away  the  first  blossoms  of  the  young  republic.  Sir  years 
after  the  destruction  of  Yeii,  the  Gauls  rioted  amidst  the 
smoking  ruins  of  Rome. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE  AGRARIAN   MOVEMENTS   TILL   THE   DESTRUCTION   OF 
ROME   BY   THE   GAÜLB. 

The  agrarian  law  of  Sp.  Cassias  of  the  year  486  b.c.  was,     CHAP, 
as  we  have  seen,  never  carried  into  eflFect,  and  probably   ^^,-L^ 
was  not  passed  with  dne  observance  of  all  the  constitu-  Dispute» 
tional  forms.*     The  thirty  years  from  that  period  to  the  at«"tiand. 
time  of  the  decemvirs  were,  according  to  the  accounts  of 
our  historians,  filled  with  agrarian  disputes,  which  were 
repeated  almost  every  year.     The  tribunes  were  always 
urging  afresh  the  dividing  of  land  among  the  plebs,  and 
the  patricians  always  succeeded  in  frustrating  these  plans.^ 
But  all  these  agitations,  which  occupy  so  much  room  in 
the  annals  of  the  older  time,  are  incomprehensible  to  us,  be- 
cause we  know  no  more  than  the  annalists  did  themselves 
what  land  it  was  proposed  to  divide.   The  narrators  seem  to 
have  been  more  or  less  of  opinion  that  the  dispute  was  about 
newly  conquered» land.'     But  the  foreign  history  of  that 
time,  dark  as  it  is,  shows  us  that  there  was  no  such  land ; 
that  the  Bomans,  and  their  allies,  the  Latins  and  the 
Hemicans,  could  not  always  hold  their  own  against  the 
Volscians  and  the  -äJquians ;  and  that,  instead  of  conquering, 
they  often  lost  land.     If,  therefore,  those  stories  are  really  Extent 
in  any  measure  to  be  believed,  and  the  tribunes  urged  the  plebeian 
regulation   of  landed  tenures,  their  proposals  must  have  demands. 

'  See  p.  179. 

»  Livy,  ii.  42,  43,  44,  48,  62,  54,  ßG,  61,  63.  Dionysius,  viii.  81,87,  89,  91 ; 
ix.  1,  6,  17,  37,  61. 

'  See  Livy,  ii.  48 :  *  Ksbso  Fabiu»  censnit,  .  .  .  patres  ipsi  captivum  acprum 
plobi    quam  maxime  sequaliter   darent.*      Dionysius    repeatedly  speaks    of 
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had  reference  to  the  old  territory  of  the  tovm.  This  is 
the  more  likely  as  the  first  agrarian  law  which  was 
carried  in  consequence  of  these  disputes,  and  of  which  we 
have  any  certain  evidence,  was  confined  to  giving  the 
plebeians  a  small  portion  of  the  town  district  for  their  use. 
This  was  the  law  of  the  tribune  Icilius,^  adopted  shortly 
before  the  decemvirate  456  b.c.,  which,  on  account  of  it^ 
importance,  ranked  as  one  of  the  sworn  fundamental  laws 
{leges  sacratce*).  We  can  scarcely,  however,  suppose 
that  the  plebeians  insisted  on  having  the  whole  of  the 
Roman  public  lands,  which  till  now  were  in  the  possession 
of  the  patricians,  divided  among  the  people  at  large. 
Such  a  demand  seems  incompatible  with  the  legal  status 
of  the  plebs.  Moreover,  if  the  plebeians  aimed  so  high  at 
that  early  period,  we  can  hardly  understand  why  they 
should  value  so  much  the  moderate  concession  of  the 
Icilian  law,  and  why  they  never  afterwards  made  an 
attempt  to  disturb  the  old  possessions  of  the  patricians. 

It  is  in  the  nature  of  the  case  that  disputes  about  the 
division  of  land  could  only  arise  when  there  were  lands  to 
be  divided,  i.e.  after  new  acquisitions  of  territory.  The 
first  acquisition  of  this  kind  was  that  of  the  Ardeatic 
district  in  th»  year  442  B.C.'  Ardea  became  a  Latin 
colony,*  either  at  this  time  or  some  time  after.  The 
particular  mode  of  appropriating  the  land  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  the  Soman  patricians  must  remain  doubtful. 
But  so  much  is  certain,  that  the  plebeians  were  excluded, 
for  the  three  patrician  commissioners  sent  out  to  Ardea 
for  the  settlement  of  the  colony  did  not  venture  to  return 
to  Eome  for  fear  of  the  plebs.*  We  can  well  suppose 
that  the  signal  would  thus  be  given  for  agrarian  agita- 
tions. 

The  next  opportunity  of  improving  the  condition  of  the 
Boman  plebs  by  grants  of  land  was  ofiFered  by  the  con- 
quest of  Fidense  426  b.c.     This  town  was  in  the  immediate 

*  Iiex  Icilia  de  Aventino  publicando.    Livj,  iii.  31.    Dionysius,  x.  32. 

*  See  pp.  110,  1Ö0.        ■  See  p.  227.       *  Livy,  iv.  11.    Diodorus,  xii.  34. 
»  Livy,  iv.  12  ;  see  also  p.  229. 
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neighbourhood  of  Borne.*  Its  land  laj  most  convenientlj  CHAP, 
for  the  Boman  peasantry,  almost  nnder  the  Boman  walls.  ^ 
Fidense  was  destroyed  and  its  territory  united  to  that  of 
Borne.  Again  in  the  years  immediately  succeeding  (424, 
421,  420  B.o.)  we  hear  of  agrarian  agitations.'  What  the 
result  was,  we  are  not  told.  But  probably  this  time  too 
the  plebeians  failed  to  get  what  they  wanted ;  the  patri- 
cians insisted  that  the  public  land  (the  ager  publicus) 
belonged  to  them  as  the  original  popidusj  and  they  would 
admit  only  their  clients  as  tenants  of  the  land  which  they 
had  occupied  on  the  ground  of  their  exclusive  right.  vr- 

A  further  conquest  was  that  of  Labici,  418  s.o.,  in  the  The  awr 
neighbourhood  of  Tusculum.  This  acquisition  of  land  andBoi« 
also  was  followed  by  agrarian  disputes,  for  in  the  succeed- 
ing years  (416-414  b.c.)  the  tribunes  made  proposals  of 
agrarian  laws.'  This  time  the  plebeians  carried  their 
point.  A  colony  was  sent  to  Labici,  the  first  of  the 
numerous  Boman  colonies  which  can  be  historically 
traced  to  its  very  foundation,  and  which  remained  in  the 
uninterrupted  possession  of  Bome.  The  colonists  had 
two  acres  of  land  each  assigned  to  them,  to  which  was  of 
course  added  the  right  of  pasture  on  the  common  land. 
Such  a  scanty  allowance  seems  to  have  satisfied  the 
plebeians  at  that  time.  Yet  the  patricians  must  have 
thought  the  measure  of  their  generosity  exhausted,  for 
soon  after  they  resisted  the  proposal  for  the  colonisation 
of  Bolse.^  Party  spirit  ran  so  high  that  the  consul 
Postumius,  who  acted  as  the  champion  of  the  patricians, 
was  murdered  by  his  own  troops.*  Whether  this  crime 
caused  a  reaction,  or  whether  other  events  favoured  the 
policy  of  the  patricians,  we  know  not.  But  Bolae  was  not 
colonised,  and  the  Boman  territory  was  for  a  time  con- 
fined to  the  extent  which  it  occupied  at  that  period,  while 
soon  afterwards  (406  till  396  b.c.)  the  whole  strength  of 
the  nation  was  in  requisition  for  the  war  with  Veii. 

*  About  seren  Roman  miles  from  the  gates,  whilst  Ardea  lay  at  a  distance 
of  thirty  miles.    •  Livy,  iv.  36,  48,  44.     ■  Livy,  iv.  48,  49.    *  Livy,  W.  62,  63. 

*  See  p.  235,  and  Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch,,  iii.  163,  167. 
VOL.  I.  ß 
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to  the  question  among  whom  the  newly  acquired  lands 


Question     should  be  divided.    They  extended  to  the  question  of  the 
of  a  taxfor  feurttens  which  the  new  occupants  should  bear.     It  seems 

tne  occa-  ^        ^  -"^ 

pation  of     that  at  this  time  the  principle  was  discussed,  whether 
^  those  who  received  from  the  state  public  lands  for  occu- 

pation laid  themselves  under  certain  obligations  to  the 
state ;  above  all  things,  whether  they  should  be  obliged  to 
pay  a  tax  to  the  state.  Already  in  the  year  424  b.c.^  we 
see  this  proposed  by  liberal  candidates  for  the  office  of  the 
consular  tribuneship,  with  this  addition,  that  the  income 
thus  obtained  should  be  appropriated  to  paying  the 
soldiers.  Not  long  afterwards,  it  is  related  that  the 
patricians  consented  to  the  proposal  of  giving  pay  to  the 
troops.  To  the  change  in  the  military  organisation  in 
Bome,  which  was  thus  effected,  the  Eomans  owed  the 
great  increase  of  pof^er  which  is  perceptible  from  this 
time  forward,  and  the  first  important  result  of  which  was 
the  conquest  of  Yeii.  It  seems  hardly  doubtful  that  the 
money  for  paying  the  troops  was  derived  principally,  if 
not  exclusively,  from  the  taxes  which  the  patrician  pos- 
sessors of  the  state  lands  had  to  pay;  for  only  on  this 
supposition  was  this  new  measure  of  real  benefit  to  the 
plebs,  as  it  is  always  represented  to  have  been.*  It 
was  therefore  closely  connected  with  the  question  about 
the  appropriation  and  use  of  the  public  lands,  and  may 
have  contributed  not  a  little  to  support  the  claims  of  the 
patricians  to  their  exclusive  use.  It  was  no  bad  argpiment 
if  the  patricians  could  say  that  they  bore  the  cost  of 
defending  the  state,  and  were  therefore  entitled  to  the 
possession  of  the  state  lands. 
Real  All  previous  conquests  were  insignificant  in  comparison 

o^tSr        ^*^  *^®  great  increase  of  the  Boman  power  after  the  fiJl 
plebeian      of  Veil,  396  B.C.     By  it  the  Boman  territory  was  all  at 
^^^  '    once  doubled,  and  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  new  districts 
became  inevitably  a  subject  for  discussion.    The  patri- 

■  Liyy,  ir.  36.  '  Livy,  iy.  60.    Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesek,,  lit.  164. 
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cians  tindoubtedljr  put  forward  the  claim,  which  they  had     CHAP, 
never  relinquished,  to  the  sole  possession  of  the  conquered  • ,— ^ 


state  lands,  while  the  plebeians  urged  a  division  of  land  as 
private  property.  The  Roman  writers  have  misrepresented 
these  disputes  in  the  interest  of  the  aristocratic  party. 
According  to  their  account,  the  plebeians  intended  to 
divide  the  Eoman  state,  leaving  one-half  of  the  citizens  in 
Borne,  and  sending  the  other  half  to  colonise  Yeii.  This 
pernicious  scheme,  which  threatened  Rome  with  a  fatal 
division,  the  patricians  opposed  with  all  their  might,  and 
finally  succeeded  in  frustrating.  This  account,  which  is  in 
substance  repeated  after  the  burning  of  Rome  by  the 
Gauls,  is  nothing  but  an  attempt  to  accuse  the  plebeians  of 
folly  and  treason,  and  so  to  misrepresent  their  demands  as 
to  insure  their  condemnation  by  every  patriotic  Roman. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  discover  what  the  plebeians  really 
wanted.  They  wished  no  separation  from  Rome,  nor  did 
they  propose  a  plan  which  would  have  substituted  for  the 
overthrown  Veientine  state  a  more  formidable  rival  of 
Roman  ascendancy.  All  that  they  insisted  on  was  to 
acquire  land  for  themselves  in  the  conquered  territory. 
This  demand  was  so  just  that  it  could  not  be  resisted  in 
the  end,  and  it  was  at  last  agreed  that  an  allotment  of 
seven  jugera  a  head  should  be  made. 

A  further  misrepresentation  of  the  facts  is  the  story  that  The  eziln 
Camillus  dedicated  to  the  Delphian  Apollo  the  tenth  not  i^^  ^ 
only  of  the  movable  spoils  but  also  of  the  conquered  land  connected 
of  Veii,  and  that  the  obligation  of  returning  a  tenth  of  the  tithing  of 
spoils  and  raising,  at  the  public  cost,  the  value  of  a  tenth  ^^®  "P^^- 
of  the  land,  caused  the  serious  contentions  in  Rome  which 
ended  in  the  exUe  of  Camillus.      It  has  already  been 
mentioned  that  the  story  of  the  Delphian  oracle  and  the 
dedication  of  the  golden  bowl  is  most  likely  a  late  inven- 
tion.   The  origin  of  the  tale  may  easily  be  accounted  for. 
It  was  nothing  but  the  general  obligation  imposed  on  the 
occupiers  of  the  territory  of  Veii  to  pay  a  tenth  of  tlie 
produce.     Such  a  tax  was  not  unreasonable,  so  far  as  it  was 
imposed  on  the  occupiers  of  what  was  properly  public  land. 

82 
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It  is  therefore  not  likely  that  it  was  objected  to  by  the  patri- 
cians, who  were  still  the  only  occupiers  of  public  land.  If 
the  plebeians  objected  and  raised  an  outcry  against  the 
tax,  it  C9.n  only  be  explained  by  the  supposition  that  they 
claimed  to  have  land  allotted  to  them  as  freehold  and  not 
subject  to  annual  payments. 

They  received  in  fact  allotments  of  seven  jugera  a  head. 
Such  a  large  allowance,  in  such  a  fertile  district  and  so 
near  to  Borne,  would  no  doubt  have  satisfied  all  their  ex- 
pectations, if  it  had  not  been  burthened  with  a  tithe  or 
rent  charge.  As  discontent  no  doubt  existed,  according 
to  all  accounts,  on  the  part  of  the  plebeians,  and  assumed 
the  form  of  protests  against  the  payment  of  a  tenth  for 
the  Veientine  holdings — as,  moreover,  the  story  of  the  pay- 
ment of  this  tenth  to  the  shrine  of  ApoUo  at  Delphi  is 
untrue — it  seems  natural  to  infer  that  the  much-vexed 
agrarian  question  lay  at  the  bottom  of  these  difficulties, 
and  that  the  partial  annalists,  who  wrote  in  the  interest 
of  the  governing  class,  misrepresented  both  the  dis- 
content of  the  plebs  and  the  motives  and  policy  of  the 
patricians. 

It  is  very  uncertain  in  what  manner  the  old  inhabitants 
and  cultivators  of  the  Veientine  country  were  treated. 
The  tradition  appears  to  assume  that  they  were  incorpo- 
rated as  Eoman  citizens  into  the  four  tribes  newly  formed 
from  the  conquered  land.  But  such  mild  treatment  of 
bitter  enemies  would  not  have  been  in  accordance  with 
Boman  customs,  and  ifc  was  not  practicable  in  this  parti- 
cular case,  because  the  land  of  the  conquered  was  to  be 
taken  possession  of  by  the  Romans.  Perhaps  we  are  not 
far  wrong  if  we  suppose  that,  with  the  conquest  of  Veii, 
the  employment  of  slaves  for  domestic  service  and  for 
agriculture  became  more  general.  In  the  old  time  the 
number  of  slaves  in  Borne  was  very  small,  as  is  natural  in 
a  state  of  society  characterised  by  simplicity  and  poverty. 
The  clientela  of  the  subject  population  served  to  a  certain 
extent  th^  purpose  of  slavery  in  later  times.  Slavery,  lite 
the  milder  servitude  of  the  clients,  was  the  result  of  the 
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sabjection  of  enemies.     The  difference  was  this,  that  if  the     CHAP. 

XVII 

conquered  people  were  left  in  possession  of  their  hereditary  .^  ,  1^ 
lands,  they  became  clients;  if  they  were  removed  from  their 
lands,  they  fell  into  the  condition  of  slaves.  The  founda- 
tion of  the  Boman  state  was  followed  by  the  establishment 
of  clientship ;  the  extension  of  the  Boman  dominion  led  to 
an  increase  of  slavery.  Before  the  taking  of  Veii,  the 
Bomans  had  had  but  little  opportunity  of  taking  prisoners 
of  war  in  large  numbers,  for  they  had  made  no  conquests 
by  which  the  great  bulk  of  the  hostile  population  fell  into 
their  power.  But  this  was  now  the  case  with  the  nume- 
rous defenders  of  the  large  and  populous  town  of  Veii, 
which  no  doubt  consisted  in  great  part  of  country  people 
from  the  surrounding  districts.  It  is  possible  that  some 
townships  of  the  country  of  Veii  obtained  milder  condi- 
tions, as  having  surrendered  themselves  to  the  Bomans 
in  the  course  of  the  war.  If,  in  consequence  of  this,  a 
part  of  the  conquered  land  was  not  forfeited,  yet  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  larger  and  more  fertile  part 
of  the  country  was  divided  among  the  Bomans,  and  that 
these  new  owners  were  the  citizens  authorized  to  vote  in 
the  newly  established  tribes. 

With  the  conquest  of  Veii,  therefore,  we  see  Bome  enter-  Increasing 
ing  on  a  period  of  power  and  prosperity,  which  appeared  ^^J^^ 
to  be  a  guarantee  for  a  steadily  continued  development.  Romans. 
Bome  began  to  grow  wealthy.     The  possessions  of  the  in- 
fluential families  already  covered  hundreds  of  acres  of  land.^ 
Agriculture,  it  is  true,  remained  the  foundation  of  the 
national  wealth ;  trade  and  commerce  were  only  secondary 
sources  of  it.     But  in  this  direction   also  a  beginning 
was  probably  made,  for  by  the  conquest  of  Veii  no  doubt 
thousands   of  skilful  artisans  fell  into  Boman  captivity. 
Even  the  circumstance  that  Bome  allured  the  rapacious 
hordes  of  the  Gauls  may  be  taken  as  evidence  that  at 
that  time  it  began  to  rank  among  the  wealthy  towns  of 

■  This  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  only  thirty  years  later,  the  Licinian 
laws  restricted  the  possessions  of  one  citizen  to  the  maximum  of  five  hundrsd 
jugera. 
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BOOK  Italy.  Everything  tends  to  show  that,  before  the  invagion 
^_  /  -  of  the  Gauls,  Borne  was  on  the  point  of  taJdng  a  great 
start  and  entering  on  a  period  of  rapid  development,  when 
it  was  suddenly  stopped,  and  for  a  considerable  time  sank 
into  a  state  of  weakness  which  endangered  its  position  at 
the  head  of  Latium. 
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CHAPTEE  XVni. 

THE   INYABION   OF   THE   GAT7L8,   300   B.C. 

While  in  Italy  the  native  Sabellian  races,  as  well  as  those     chap. 

•  •    •  XVIII 

of  foreign  origin,  the  Etroscans  and  the  Greeks,   had 


arrived  at  various  degrees  of  civilisation  and  national  ck)ndition 
prospertty,  and  were  practising  agriculture,  trade,  com-  ^f  North- 
merce,  and  the  arts,  the  north  of  Europe,  separated  from  Europe. 
sunny  Italy  by  the  great  Alpine  wall,  was  traversed  by 
restless  swarms  of  barbarians,  who,  with  unsteady  aim, 
were  drifted,  like  the  clouds  of  dust  in  the  desert,  in  dif- 
ferent directions,  unwilling  to  settle  down  permanently 
and  to  live  by  the  proceeds  of  their  labour.  Coming  from 
the  east,  the  great  nation  of  the  Celts  or  Gauls  had  taken 
possession  of  the  western  countries  of  Central  Europe  even 
to  the  sea,  and  from  this  their  chief  seat,  which  after 
them  was  called  Gaul,  Gallic  hordes  had  crossed  the 
Pyrenees  and  the  Channel,  to  spread  themselves  in  Spain 
and  Britain.  They  had  also  found  their  way  across  the 
Alps  at  an  early  period.  During  a  number  of  years  swarms 
of  them  had  penetrated  to  the  level  lands  of  Northern  Italy, 
and  had  either  subjected  or  expelled  the  former  inhabi- 
tants of  those  parts.  The  Etruscan  towns  in  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Po  fell  one  after  another  into  the  hands  of  the  GaiQs. 
Civilisation  and  art  succumbed  to  baxbarism.  The  most 
fruitful  plain  of  Italy  again  became  almost  a  wilderness. 

Northern    Italy,   between   the    Alps    and   the  Apen-  Conqueate 
nines,  was  justly  called  from  this  time  forward  Cisalpine  ^^^^j® 
Gaul.     In  the  extreme  east  only  the  Veneti  preserved 
their  independence,  and  in  the  west,  the  Ligurians,  between 
the  Alps,  the  Apennines,  and  the  sea.     The  XJmbrians, 
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wbo  lived  between  the  Apennines  and  the  Adriatic,  and 
of  old  possessed  the  plain  northwards  far  towards  the 
Po,  were  driven  southwards,  and  their  collision  with  the 
Sabines  caused  the  numerous  migrations  which  brought 
the  Samnites  and  the  cognate  tribes  into  the  coast  districts 
and  to  the  south  of  the  peninsula. 

The  most  advanced  tribe  of  the  Grauls  were  the  Senones 
on  the  Adriatic  Sea,  to  the  east  of  Central  Etruria.  While 
Bome  reduced  South  £truria  to  a  state  of  subjection,  these 
Gauls  crossed  the  Apennines,  and  appeared  suddenly  before 
the  gates  of  Clusium,  the  powerful  Etruscan  town  from 
which,  according  to  the  ancient  legend.  King  Porsenna 
had  marched  to  attack  Borne.  When  nations  are  migra- 
ting and  seeking  either  booty  or  new  settlements,  no 
special  inducement  or  provocation  is  needed  to  call  forth 
their  hostility.  Whoever  is  in  their  way,  whomso- 
ever they  can  subdue  and  despoil,  he  is  their  enemy. 
They  know  no  other  policy  and  no  other  motives.  It  is 
therefore  nothing  but  a  foolish  tale  which  relates  that  an 
inhabitant  of  Clusium,  in  order  to  avenge  himself  on  a 
powerful  enemy,  the  seducer  of  his  wife,  prevailed  on  the 
Gauls  to  cross  the  Alps,  by  exhibiting  before  them  speci- 
mens of  the  finest  fruits  of  the  rich  southern  country,  and 
inviting  them  to  take  possession  of  districts  which  pro- 
duced such  delicacies,  but  were  inhabited  by  cowards.' 

When  the  Clusians  were  threatened  by  the  Gauls,  so 
ran  the  Boman  account,'  they  sent  an  embassy  to  Bome 
asking  for  assistance.  The  senate  despatched  an  embassy, 
consisting  of  three  of  the  noblest  men  in  Bome,  sons  of 
M.  Pabius  Ambustus,  to  warn  the  Gauls  that  they  should 
desist  from  hostilities  against  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 
Boman  people.  The  haughty  barbarians  received  with 
scorn  and  contempt  a  threat  from  a  people  whose  very 
name  was  unknown  to  them.  They  demanded  from  the 
Etruscans  land,  where  they  might  dwell,  and  relied  upon 
the  right  of  the  stronger.     A  battle  was  fought  between 


"  Livy,    .  SS. 


«  Livy,  V.  85. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


THE  IKTASIOir  OF  THE  GAULS.  265 

them  and  Üie  Clueians ;  and  the  three  Eomans,  eager  to     chap. 


fighty  and  unmindful  of  the  sacred  right  of  nations  which 
protected  them  as  ambassadors  against  violence  and  also 
forbade  their  engaging  in  acts  of  hostility,  took  part  in 
the  battle,  and  fought  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the 
Clusians,  where  one  of  them  slew  a  Gallic  chief  and  took 
his  armour.  The  whole  rage  of  the  northern  enemy  was 
thus  diverted  from  Clusium  against  Bome.  They  demanded 
from  the  senate  the  delivery  of  the  three  ambassadors ; 
and  when  the  Eoman  people  '  rejected  this  demand,  and 
even  chose  as  consular  tribunes  for  the  next  year  the  same 
men  who  had  broken  the  law  of  nations,  they  marched 
with  all  their  force  down  the  vaUey  of  the  Tiber  towards 
Rome.  At  the  small  river  AlUa,  only  eleven  Boman  miles 
frt)m  the  town,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tiber,  the  two  armies 
met,  in  the  middle  of  summer.'  The  Bomans  were  put  to 
flight  almost  without  offering  any  resistance.  A  panic 
seized  them  at  the  sight  of  their  gigantic  enemies,  who 
rushed  to  the  attack  with  a  terrific  war-cry  and  with  irre- 
sistible impetuosity.  In  one  moment  the  legions  were 
broken  and  scattered  in  headlong  flight.  The  Bomans 
were  slaughtered  like  sheep,  and  in  their  despair  they 
plunged  into  the  waters  of  the  Tiber ;  but  even  there  many 
were  reached  by  the  darts  of  the  enemy,  and  many  sank 

>  The  refusal  to  gire  satisfaction  to  the  Gauls  was  eridently  ui\ju8t,  and  was 
the  cause  of  a  great  calamity.  Accordingly  it  is  represented  as  caused  by  a 
decision  of  the  people,  while  the  senate  is  exculpated.  We  have  already  noticed 
above  (in  the  case  of  the  unjust  decision  in  the  quarrel  of  Ardea  and  Aricia) 
that  the  bias  of  the  Boman  historians  is  in  favour  of  the  nobility  and  against 
the  people.    (See  abore,  p.  229.)    We  have  here  a  corroborating  instance. 

'  According  to  IHodorus  (ziy.  14),  who  does  not  mention  the  river  Allia,  the 
battle  was  fought  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tiber.  This  locality  suits  the 
narrative  much  better  in  some  respects.  It  explains  how  the  bulk  of  the  Eoman 
army  could  take  refuge  in  Veii  (Livy,  v.  39 ;  Diodorus,  xiv.  116),  and,  moreover, 
how  it  was  that  the  Gauls  took  two  days  before  they  entered  the  deserted  city. 
But  if,  as  Livy  (v.  40)  states,  the  fugitives  from  Home  poured  over  the  wooden 
bridge  towards  the  Jani cuius  and  Caere,  the  battle  can  hardly  have  taken  place 
on  the  Etruscan  side  of  the  Tiber.  The  river  Allia  has  been  sought  by  all 
writers  on  topography  on  the  left  bank  (see  Smith's  Dictionary  of  Ancient 
Geoffraphy^  article  *  Allia  * )  ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  identify  it.  It  is  curious 
that  the  locality  of  such  a  decisive  battle,  in  such  close  proximity  to  Bome, 
should  be  doubtful. 


XVIII. 
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BOOK     under  the  weight  of  their  arms.    Only  a  small  part  of  the 
* — ^ — '  fugitives  reached  the  opposite  bank,  and  rallied  in  the 
ruins  of  Yeii.     A  few,  and  among  them   the  consular 
tribune  Sulpicius,  reached  Eome  bj  the  direct  road.     The 
Boman  armj  was  annihilated  at  one  blow.     Even  the 
enemj  were    astonished    at    their    unexpected    success. 
Thej  dispersed  themselves  to  despoil  the  slain,  and,  accord- 
ing to  their  custom,  thej  stuck  the  severed  heads  upon 
spears,  and  erected  a  monument  of  victory  on  the  battle- 
field. 
i>»Md  The  defeat  of  the  Allia  was  never  forgotten  by  the 

Gaaifl  Bomans.  The  18th  of  July,  the  anniversary  of  the  battle, 
at  Rome.  ^^A  for  all  time  looked  upon  as  an  unlucky  day.  The 
panic,  which  alone  had  caused  the  misfortune,  struck  so 
deep  into  their  minds  that,  for  centuries  afterwards,  the 
name  and  the  sight  of  Grauls  inspired  them  with  terror. 
The  Romans  never  trembled  before  Italian  enemies.  Even 
Hannibal  and  his  Punic  army  they  encountered  with  manly 
courage.  The  greatest  reverses,  sustained  in  the  wars 
with  these  enemies,  produced  but  a  temporary,  passing 
effect.  But  the  Gauls  and  the  Gennans  were  terrible  to 
them.^  It  was  only  with  his  iron  discipline  that  Marius 
kept  the  legions  together  when  they  had  to  encounter  the 
northern  barbarians.  Even  as  revolted  slaves  they  inspired 
this  terror,  after  they  had  worn  Boman  chains.  Csesar  had 
difficulty  in  accustoming  his  soldiers  to  the  sight  of  the 
daring  warriors  of  Ariovistus,  and  terror  convulsed  even 
imperial  Bome  when  Yams,  with  his  legioiis,  met  his  fate 
far  away  in  the  forests  of  Germany. 
Terror  The  wholc  of  the  Boman  people  followed  the  example  of 

me.     ^^  army.     The  machinery  of  government  was  out  of  gear 
all  at  once.   The  magistrates  had  ceased  to  govern.    Fear, 

*  Sallust,  Jugurtha^  114:'  Usque  ad  nostram  memoriam  Romaiii  sic  habttere, 
omnia  alia  virtuti  suae  prona  esse,  cam  Gallis  pro  salute,  non  pro  gloria  ceiv 
tare.'  The  Gaols  and  the  Germans  were  not  clearly  distinguished  from  one 
another  by  the  Bomans  before  the  time  of  Julius  Caesar.  They  were  identified 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Italians  by  their  common  character  of  undisciplined,  impetuous 
enrage,  and  their  barbarism. 
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terror,  and  despair  reigned  throughout  the  town.     Every     CHAP, 
one  thought  only  of  himself,  of  personal  safety,  of  speedy  .,   ,    1^ 


flight.  The  army  was  believed  to  be  annihilated,  and  every- 
thing was  given  up  for  lost.  No  one  thought  of  defence. 
The  walls  were  not  manned ;  even  the  gates  were  left  open. 
In  confused  crowds  the  train  of  fugitives  hurried  across  the 
bridge  over  the  Tiber  towards  the  Janiculus.  What  could 
not  be  carried  away  or  was  forgotten  in  the  confusion  of 
the  hour,  was  left  behind  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  There 
was  scarcely  time  to  bury  some  sacred  things,  and  for  the 
vestal  virgins  to  carry  away  the  sacred  fire  in  safety  to  the 
friendly  town  of  Ceere.  The  monuments  of  antiquity,  the 
bronze  tables  of  the  laws,  the  images  of  gods  and  heroes, 
the  old  annals  and  whatever  written  documents  were  then 
in  existence — all  were  abandoned  and  doomed  to  perish  in 
the  impending  destruction. 

But  Bome  was  not  destined  to  be  quite  overwhelmed  by  The  senate 
the  barbarians.  The  Capitoline  hill,  with  the  fortifications  capitoUne 
and  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  was  taken  possession  of  by  armed  ^^^• 
men,  and  by  the  remnant  of  senators  and  magistrates. 
This  isolated  rock  rose  above   the  wide-spreading  flood 
and  transmitted  the  continuity  of  the  Eternal  Cityunbroken 
to  the  coming  generations.     From  the  centre  Bome  was 
destined  soon  to  rise  with  renewed  vigour,  and  to  see  the 
sons   of  the  haughty  barbarians  led  captive  before  the 
triumphal  cars  of  her  victorious  sons. 

Not  till  the  third  day  after  the  battle  did  the  Glauls  appear  Arrival  of 
before  the  town.  When  they  found  the  walls  unoccupied  *^®  ^*"^ 
and  the  gates  open,  they  feared  an  ambush,  and  for  a  long 
time  did  not  venture  nearer.  At  last  they  satisfied  them- 
selves that  the  place  was  undefended,  and  entering  found 
the  whole  town  forsaken  and  the  streets  empty.  Only  here 
and  there,  in  the  halls  of  their  houses,  they  saw  venerable 
old  men,  earnest,  dignified,  and  motionless  as  statues,  sit- 
ting on  ivory  chairs.  They  were  a  number  of  the  oldest 
senators — men  who  in  previous  years  had  commanded  the 
armies  of  the  republic,  and  now,  too  proud  for  flight,  pre- 
ferred to  await  death  amid  the  ruins  of  their  native  town.- 
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BOOK  Their  wish  was  fulfilled.  They  fell  under  the  blows  of  the 
— ^ — *  barbarians.^  When  the  enemy  had  sacked  the  empty  town, 
the  work  of  destruction  began.  Prom  the  Capitoline 
rock  tlie  men  of  'Borne  were  doomed  helplessly  to  look 
on  and  see  their  dwellings  and  the  teijiples  of  their  gods 
consumed  by  the  flames.  The  end  of  the  Boman  state 
seemed  to  have  come.  The  people  were  dispersed,  the 
army  annihilated,  all  order  dissolved,  the  town  in  ashes. 
Who  could  hope  for  a  rise  after  such  a  fall  P  Could  such 
a  night  be  ever  succeeded  by  another  day? 
Siegeofthe  Yet  the  remnant  of  the  Boman  nation  never  despaired 
Capitol.  ^£  their  fatherland.  A  desperate  assault  of  the  Grauls 
against  the  Capitol  was  repulsed.  For  a  regular  siege  of 
a  fortified  place  the  disorderly  hordes  of  Gauls  were  neither 
disposed  nor  qualified.  They  confined  themselves  therefore 
to  blockading  the  Bomans,  in  the  hope  of  forcing  them 
through  hunger  to  surrender.  One  part  of  their  troops 
they  sent  into  the  neighbouring  districts  to  collect  provi- 
sions ;  the  rest  encamped  among  the  ruins  of  the  town. 
The  story  In  the  meantime  the  fugitive  Bomans  in  Yeii  had 
a)m^iuB*  recovered  themselves  from  the  inexplicable  terror  which 
had  seized  them  at  the  sight  of  the  Gauls,  and  by  degrees 
they  so  far  acquired  courage  that,  under  the  guidance 
of  a  plebeian  captain,  M.  Caedicius,  they  drove  back  a  party 
of  Etruscans,  which  had  invaded  the  Boman  territory  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Tiber.  By  degrees,  as  they  gained 
confidence,  they  aspired  to  deliver  Bome  from  the  barba- 
rians. But  it  was  felt  that  this  undertaking  could  be 
ventured  on  only  under  the  guidance  of  Camillus,  who  was 
living  still  in  banishment  in  Ardea.  In  his  new  home 
Camillus  had  proved  his  Boman  courage.  At  the  head  of 
the  men  of  Ardea,  he  had  surprised  a  party  of  plundering 
Gauls  and  annihilated  them.  But  however  much  his  heart 
might  long  to  deliver  his  country,  he  could  undertake 
nothing  as  an  exile  and  without  official  authority.     There- 

■  Sir  O.  C.  Lewis  {Crcdibilily  of  Early  Raman  History,  ii.  343)  coDBiders  the 
story  as  improbable. 
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fore  a  bold  joath,  Pontius  Cominins,  undertook  to  go  from     CHAP. 
Veil  to  the  seiiftte  on  the  Capitol  to  communicate  the  wish  . — , — L. 


of  the  army.  He  swam  down  the  Tiber,  climbed  up  the 
steep  sides  of  the  Capitoline  rock,  and  after  the  senate  had 
decided  on  recalling  Camillus  and  choosing  him  as  dictator, 
he  returned  by  the  same  way.  But  this  bold  deed 
almost  caused  the  destruction  of  all.  The  Gauls  discovered 
the  foot-prints  where  Cominius  had  climbed  the  rock, 
and,  following  this  track,  they  tried  to  surprise  the  Capitol 
in  the  following  night.  The  Boman  guards  slept.  The 
first  foes  had  already  reached  the  height,  when  the  gar- 
rison was  aroused  by  the  cackling  of  the  geese  in  the 
temple  of  Juno,  and  the  ex-consul  M.  Manlius  hurried  to 
the  threatened  place,  and  struck  down  the  foremost  of  the 
Gauls,  who  in  his  fall  dragged  others  with  him.  Thus,  by 
the  wakefulness  of  the  geese  and  the  prompt  courage  of 
Manlius,  the  Capitol  was  saved. 

Nevertheless  the  blockade  continued  without  inter-  The 
ruption.  In  vain  the  besieged  looked  anxiously  from  the  of^mai-* 
height  of  the  Capitol  into  the  distance.  The  expected  help  ^^• 
was  nowhere  to  be  descried.  The  provisions  were  wasting 
away,  and  hunger  began  to  cripple  the  limbs  and  to  warp 
the  courage  of  the  garrison.  There  was  only  one  chance 
of  deliveittnce  left.  The  Gauls  did  not  seem  averse  to 
withdrawing,  in  consideration  of  a  ransom.  Negotiations 
were  opened,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Eome  should  be 
redeemed  by  a  ransom  of  a  thousand  pounds  of  gold.  The 
treasures  of  the  temples  and  the  gold  of  the  trinkets 
which  the  noble  ladies  willingly  gave  up,  scarcely  sufficed 
to  raise  such  a  large  sum.  The  gold  was  weighed  on  the 
Forum  before  the  barbarians,  and  when  the  consular  tri- 
bune Sulpicius  complained  that  the  Gauls  made  use  of  un- 
just weights,  Brennus,  their  king,  threw  his  sword  into 
the  scale  and  said,  *  Woe  to  the  conquered  I  *  All  of  a  sud- 
den, however,  Camillus  appeared  on  the  Forum,  at  the  head 
of  a  body  of  troops,  and  stepping  between  the  disputants, 
declared  the  contract  which  was  signed  without  his  sanc- 
tion to  be  null  and  void,  and  when  the  Gauls  protested  he 
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BOOK     drove  them  by  force  out  of  the  town.     They  drew  up  their 
>,    / ->  forces  at  a  short  distance  from  the  gates.     On  the  road 
to  Gabii  a  battle  was  fought.     The  Romans  conquered 
and  not  a  Gaul  escaped.     Brennus  himself  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Camillus,  and  as  he  asked  for  mercy  Camillus 
returned  his  haughty  words,  *  Woe  to  the  conquered !  * 
and  slew  him.     Thus  was  Bome  delivered  from  the  Gauls, 
after  they  had  remained  in  the  town  for  seven  months. 
The  disgrace  of  the  Roman  overthrow  was  blotted  out ;  the 
insolent  enemy  was    punished,  and  by  the  heroism   of 
one  man  the  humiliating  agreement  was  set  aside  whereby 
the  Romans,  in  their  despair,  had  ransomed  themselves 
from  their  enemies  with  gold,  unmindful  that  a  Roman 
should  purchase  his  freedom  not  with  gold  but  with  steel. 
Different         The  foregoing  story,  which,  on  the  whole,  is  abridged 
thrito*  ^^  ^™  ^^®  masterly  narrative  of  Livy,*  belongs  to  that  class 
of  the         of  narratives  in  which  we  can  most  easily  detect  the  addi- 
iqvas^on.     tions,  omamcnts,  and  poetical  inventions  of  a  later  time, 
partly  because  they  betray  themselves  by  their  fantastical 
features,  partly  because  we  find  in  Diodorus  and  Polybius 
much  more  simple  and  authentic  accounts  of  the  invasion 
of  the  Gauls,  and  with  their  assistance  are  enabled  to  re- 
cognise distinctly  the  event  in  its  grand  outlines.    At  the 
outset  the  story  of  the  embassy  of  the  three  Fabii  to 
the  Gauls  before  Clusium  is  very  improbable.  It  is  not  easy 
to  understand  why  the   people  of  Clusium  should  send 
to  Rome  for  assistance,'  still  less  how  the  Romans  could 
at  that  time  employ  a  phrase  which  afterwards  became 
popular  among  them,  viz.,  that '  the  Gauls  should  leave  the 
friends  and  allies  of  the  Roman  people  unmolested.' '  The 
vanity  of  the  Fabian  house  and  their  family  traditions 
are  no  doubt  the  source  of  the  story  that  the  Gauls 

»  lavy,  ▼.  33-49. 

'  According  to  LiTj  (v.  35)  they  pleaded  that  thej  had  remained  neutral 
during  the  Yeientine  war.  Sir  G.  0.  Lewis,  CredihUity  of  EaHy  Roman  His- 
tory, ii.  341. 

*  In  the  acoonnt  of  Diodoms  (xiv.  113)  the  three  Fabii  were  sent  as  ambas- 
sadors not  to  the  Gauls,  but  to  the  Etruscans  only,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information,  , 
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remarked  the  three  Bomans  in  the  Etrascan  armjJ  and.  on     CHAP. 

xvni 
account  of  the  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  reHnquished , — L^ 


their  attack  on  Etmria  to  advance  straight  upon  Borne. 
From  what  we  know  of  the  Gauls  of  this  time,  they  marched 
through  Italy  for  the  purpose  of  plundering,  without  scru- 
pulously searching  for  just  grounds  to  declare  war  on  this 
or  that  nation.  Thus  they  attacked  Clusium,  and  for  no 
other  purpose  they  turned  against  Borne.' 

The  men  who  composed  the  eulogium  of  Camillus  con-  The  die- 
tributed  most  of  the  embellishments  and  falsifications  ofCamii- 
of  the  story.  The  fictions  are  so  clumsy  and  awkward  ^'*■• 
that  they  betray  themselves  immediately.  At  the  same 
time  we  discover  in  them  an  author  but  little  acquainted 
with  Boman  affairs  and  constitutional  practice.'  The 
object  of  the  narrator  was  to  represent  Camillus  as  the 
true  deliverer  of  Bome.  Hence  the  story  of  his  recall  from 
Ardea,  and  his  nomination  as  dictator.  In  this  story  the 
fact  is  overlooked  that,  according  to  the  previous  account, 
CamiUus  was  not  sent  into  exile,  but  only  condemned  to 
pay  a  fine ;  that  he  voluntarily  lefb  Bome,  and  therefore 
had  not  lost  the  Boman  citizenship,  and  that  accordingly 
his  recall  required  no  vote  of  the  people.*  The  narrator, 
moreover,  appears  not  to  have  known  the  forms  observed  on 
the  nomination  of  a  dictator.  He  causes  him  to  be  elected 
by  a  vote  of  the  people,  whereas  the  nomination  ought  to 
have  been  made  by  one  of  the  consular  tribunes.^  It  cannot 
be  conceived  why  this  rule  should  have  been  departed  from, 

'  JÄvj^  Y.  86 :  '  Tantum  eminebat  peregrina  (i.e.  Romana)  virtus.'  The 
domeatic  annals  of  the  Fabii  seem  to  have  famished  a  considerable  part  of  the 
stoiy  of  the  Gallic  war.  The  chief  pontiff,  who  prepared  the  old  senators  for  a 
Tolnntary  death,  was  a  Fabins,  probably  the  father  of  those  three  ambassadors 
(Livy,  T.  41).  Another  Fabins  (Q.  Fabius  Dorso)  performs  the  wonderful 
exploit  of  walking  from  the  Capitol  to  the  Quirinal  and  back  again  unhurt, 
through  the  midst  of  the  Gkdlic  host,  to  perform  a  solemn  fiunily  sacrifice 
(Livy,  ▼.  46). 

*  SirG.  C.  Lewis  {Credibility  of  Earfy Roman  Htstory,  ii.  341)remarks :  *  The 
▼iolation  of  the  law  of  nations  by  Fabius  the  ambassador  was  an  act  more 
likely  to  strike  the  Bomans  than  to  offend  the  Gauls,  who  were  little  better 
than  savages,  and  probably  had  scarcely  any  notion  of  the  law  of  nations.' 

■  Compare  p.  262.  *  Livy,  v.  43-46. 

*  Schwfgler,  Söm.  Gesch,,  iii.  264. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


272  ROMAN  HISTORY. 

BOOK     seeing  that,  accordiog  to  the  received  account,  the  consular 
<^ ^ — '  tribune  Q.  Sulpicius  Longuswasontbe  Capitol,  and  could, 


at  the  request  of  the  senate,  easily  nominate  a  dictator. 
The  storj  therefore,  creates  a  difficulty  which,  in  reality, 
did  not  exist.  On  the  other  hand,  it  conceals  or  ignores 
an  obstacle  to  the  legal  transfer  of  dictatorial  power  to 
Camillus,  The  law  required  that  the  dictator,  after  being 
duly  nominated  by  a  consul  or  consular  tribune,  should 
personally  *  propose  to  the  comitia  curiata  the  law  (the 
lea;  cwriata  de  intperio)  which  conferred  on  him  the  military 
command.  Camillus  could  only  do  this  if  he  was  him- 
self on  the  Capitol,  for  the  curies  could  not  assemble  out- 
side Borne.  These  are  our  reasons  for  doubting  the 
dictatorship  of  Camillus.  Moreover  we  possess  an  accoimt 
which  is  free  from  the  silly  theatrical  scenes  in  which 
Camillus  suddenly  appears,  like  a  devs  ex  machindy  in  the 
Forum,  and  defeats  and  slays  the  Gauls.  According  to 
Diodorus,  Camillus  is  not  made  dictator  until  the  Grauls 
have  evacuated  Bome.  We  have  therefore  no  alternative 
but  to  prefer  this  simple  narrative,  and  to  reject  every 
word  which  connects  Camillus  with  the  deliverance  of 
Bome  from  the  Gauls. 
The  ^  lil^o  manner  we  must  condemn  the  story  which  ascribes 

retareat  of    ^  Camillus  the  honour  of  having  taken  from  the  Gauls  the 

the  Gauls. 

spoils  and  the  ransom  of  a  thousand  pounds  of  gold.  It  is 
plain,  from  the  report  of  Poly  bins,  that  neither  Camillus  nor 
any  one  else  was  so  fortunate  as  to  accomplish  such  a  feat. 
Polybius  reports  that  the  Gauls  retired  *  unmolested  with 
their  booty.'*  He  does  not  even  mention  the  ransom  at 
all,  so  that  perhaps  even  this  story  was  invented  for  the 
same  purpose  of  glorifying  Camillus.  It  is  indeed  neither 
impossible  nor  improbable  that  the  Gauls,  after  the  de- 
struction of  the  town,  were  induced  to  retire  by  a  sum  of 

'  Cicero,  De  Rep ,  ii.  13,  17,  18,  20,  21.  Livy,  ix.  38,  39.  Compare  Becker, 
Rom,  Aliertk.,  ii.  part  1,  p.  328. 

'  Polybius,  ii.  22  §  5:  yw6fitvot  84  icol  reow  i^vapx^>^v  kwdm-vp  kyKp€n'(7t, 
Kol  rrit  ir6\*cts  aviijs  irra  floras  Kvpte^aayrts,  t4\os  kB^Kovrl  iral  fi€rä  x^"^ 
rapoS^vrct  tV  ir6\iPj  tiBpawrroi  koI  iiffiytTs  txovr^s  r^v  tt^^Accar  eis  r)iv  oiKiioM 
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money,  but  at  any  rate  the  Bomans  never  recovered  any  CHAP, 
portion  of  such  ransom  or  of  booty.  According  to  the  -_  .  '  - 
most  popular  story,  adopted  by  Livy,'  the  payment  was 
interrupted  by  Camillus  on  the  Forum ;  the  Gauls  therefore 
never  got  the  money  at  all.  According  to  another  report,^ 
it  was  taken  from  the  Gauls,  by  Camillus,  when  they 
returned  from  an  invasion  of  Apulia  in  the  following  year. 
According  to  a  third  version,^  it  was  brought  back  to 
Eome  out  of  the  province  of  Graul  by  the  proprsetor  M.  Li- 
yius  Drusua  about  a  century  later.  The  narrators  thought  it 
qnite  possible  that  a  heap  of  gold  should  remain  untouched 
in  the  hands  of  barbarians  for  a  whole  year  or  even  for  a 
century.  To  us  such  abstinence  appears  quite  as  marvel- 
lous as  the  suckling  of  Bomulus  and  Bemus  by  a  she- wolf, 
and  we  decline  to  accept  it  as  an  historical  fact.  In  com- 
parison with  it  another  version  seems  almost  to  deserve 
credit,  though  that  also  is  rather  startling.  It  is  stated  ^ 
that  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  gold,  after  having 
been  recovered  from  the  Gauls,  was  deposited  in  the  temple 
of  Jupiter  on  the  Capitol,  and  remained  there  untouched 
for  more  than  two  centuries,  until  in  55  s.o.,  in  the  second 
consulship  of  Fompeius,  it  was  taken  away  by  M.  Crassus. 
If  the  Somans  were  able  to  lay  aside  such  a  handsome  sum 
of  money  at  the  period  of  the  great  national  distress  which 
followed  the  burning  of  the  city,  and  if  they  scrupled  to 
touch  it  in  the  war  with  Hannibal,  when  they  borrowed 
and  took  whatever  money  they  could  lay  their  hands  on, 
we  must  confess  that  we  have  a  very  inadequate  concep- 
tion of  the  strength  of  their  religious  faith  and  conscien- 
tiousness. But  we  may  fairly  have  grave  doubts  as  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  statement.  In  the  first  place  the  sum 
paid  as  a  ransom  to  the  Gauls  is  all  but  unanimously 

•  Livy,  T.  49 ;  xxii.  14.  Plutarch,  Camül.,  29.  Zonarss,  vii.  28.  Sir  O.  C. 
Lewis  {CredibäUjfof  Early  Soman  History ,  ii.  346)  says,  '  This  narrative,  as  it  is 
given  in  Livy,  resembles  a  scene  in  a  melodrama,  or  a  story  in  Ariosto,  rather 
than  an  event  in  real  history.' 

'  Diodoms,  xiv.  117.  '  Suetonius,  7?&er.,  3. 

*  Pliny,  Hist,  Nat.,  xxriii.  6. 

VOL.  I.  T 
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BOOK     stated'  to  have  amounted  only  to  one  thousand  pounds  of 
.     ^^'    ^   gold.  If,  therefore,  it  is  true  that,  in  55  b.c.,  two  thousand 
pounds  were  found,  they  must  be  otherwise  accounted  for.* 
In  the  second  place  all  the  statements  which  refer  to  the 
raising,  paying,  and  recovering  the  ransom  are  so  contra- 
dictory and  unauthenticated  that  we  cannot  believe  that 
any  trustworthy  information  existed  on  the  subject. 
The  stoTj        Th®  story  of  the  saving  of  the  Capitol  by  M.  Manlius 
of  the  dogs  and  the  cackling  of  the  geese  is  in  itself  not  incredible,  and 
geese.  it  may  have  been  part  of  a  very  old  tradition.     *  It  seems 

probable  that  while  many  of  the  great  outlines  of  the  his- 
tory have  been  effaced,  some  of  the  minute  details— such  as 
the  alarm  given  by  the  geese,  the  removal  of  the  vestal 
virgins  in  the  waggon  of  Albinins,  and  the  sacriiBice  of 
Pabius — may  have  been  faithfully  preserved  by  tradition, 
or  by  the  pontifical  scribes.' '  At  the  same  time  even  this 
part  of  the  story  is  not  free  from  objections.  In  the  first 
place  the  tradition  was  by  no  means  uniform  that  the 
Gauls  had  climbed  up  the  rock,  following  the  track  of 

*  Livy,  V.  48.«  Biodorus,  xiv.  116.  Valer.  Max.,  v.  6,  8.  Plutaich,  Com., 
28.  Zonaras,  vii.  23.  The  statement  that  it  amounted  to  2,000  pounds,  mad*; 
by  some  writers  (e.ff,  Yarro,  apud  Nun.,  p.  228),  is  an  inference  from  the  passage 
of  Pliny,  Hist.  Nat.,  zxxiii.  6. 

*  Pliny  (loe.  cit )  supposes  the  second  thousand  pounds  of  gold  were  the  spoils 
of  the  temples  recovered  from  the  Gauls.  Livy  (v.  50)  says  that  a  sum  of 
money,  saved  from  the  various  temples  and  depos<ited  in  the  t^emple  of  Jupiter, 
M'as  left  there  after  the  departure  of  the  Gauls  along  with  the  ransom  money, 
because  it  was  found  impossible  to  distinguish  what  belonged  by  rights  to  each 
temple.  These  are  poor  attempts  at  an  explanation.  It  is  evident  that  the 
ancients  had  no  authentic  information  or  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  the  alleged 
treasure  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  gold.  Therefore,  if  we  are  disposed  to 
admit  its  existence,  SchwegWs  conjecture  {Rom,  Cresch.,  iii.  267)  is  very 
plausible,  that  the  gold  for  the  ransom  was  taken  from  the  Capitoline  temple 
with  the  pledge  of  restoring  it  twofold,  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  raising  this 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  gold  the  tax  (iributum)  was  laid  on,  which  the 
people  complained  of  so  loudly.  Schwegler  points  out  how  improbable  it  is 
that  any  such  tax  should  have  been  imposed  on  the  few  defenders  of  the  Capitol, 
and  likewise  that  the  women  should  have  contributed  towards  it.  His  view, 
therefore  is,  that  the  Gauls  retired  on  the  payment  of  a  ransom,  that  the  gold 
for  this  ransom  was  taken  from  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  that  the  Gauls  made  otT 
with  it  in  safety,  and  that  afterwards  the  Eomans  restored  double  the  amount 
to  the  temple,  where  it  remained  till  55  b  c.  This  view  is  consistent  and,  od 
the  whole,  supported  by  the  evidence,  such  as  it  is. 

»  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early  Roman  History,  ii.  355. 
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Cominius,  for  one  version^  made  them  get  into  the  Capitol     CHAP. 
by  a  mine.     In  the  second  place,  it  is  possible  that  the 


story  of  the  geese  was  an  setiological  legend,  t-e.,  a  legend 
inyented  to  account  for  the  origin  of  a  custom  or  religious 
ceremony.  It  is  reported  that,  in  memory  of  the  watch- 
fulness of  the  geese  and  the  negligence  of  the  dogs,  a 
procession  took  place  every  year  in  Bome,  in  which  a  dog 
fastened  to  a  cross,  and  a  goose  decorated  with  gold 
and  purple,  were  carried  through  the  streets.'  Now  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  an  event  like  that  reported  of  the  geese 
should  have  given  rise  to  such  a  religious  ceremonial. 
Dogs  were  sacrificed  on  several  occasions;'  the  geese 
were  sacred  to  Juno  before  the  period  in  question,  as  the 
legend  itself  presumes.  It  is  therefore  more  probable 
that  the  legend  arose  out  of  the  religious  custom,  than  the 
custom  out  of  the  alleged  event. 

Our  inquiry  shows  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  common  Share  of 
story  does  not  belong  to  history  but  to  fiction.  On  the  -a®  Jf  ^^ 
other  hand  the  narrative  is  defective.  It  does  not  say,  for 
instance,  what  part  the  Latins  took  in  the  •  war  with  the 
Gauls.  A  very  few  faint  traces  indeed  there  are,  which 
point  to  the  fact  that  the  Latins  were  not  idle  spectators 
during  the  Gallic  invasion  of  Latium.*  In  fact,  as  they 
were  in  the  same  danger  as  the  Boman  themselves,  we 
cannot  believe  that  they  would  on  this  occasion  maintain 
a  cowardly  and  foolish  neutrality.  It  was  not  difficult  for 
them,  in  their  fortified  towns,  to  defy  the  blind  courage  of 
the  Grauls,  as  the  Bomans  did  on  the  Capitol,  and  to  harass 
small  detachments  and  troops  of  plunderers.     Thus  they 

*  Cicero,  Pro  C<bc.,  30,  88  ;  Philipp.,  iii.  8,  20.    Serviua,  ^n.,  TÜi.  652. 

•  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early  Roman  History,  ii.  846. 

•  Schwcgler,  Rom.  Cresck.,  iii.  269,  Anm.  4. 

*  According  to  Polybius  (ii.  18),  the  Gauls  defeated  the  Eomans  and  their 
allies.  (Compare,  however,  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early  Roman  History, 
it.  326,  note  94,  who  rather  fancies  that  these  allies  were  the  people  of  Clusium.) 
The  people  of  Ardea,  under  the  command  of  Camillus,  surprised  and  defeated 
a  troop  of  Gallic  plunderers  (Liyy,  y.  44.  Plutarch,  CamUl.,  23).  This,  it  is 
true,  looks  like  one  of  the  stories  inserted  for  the  glorification  of  Camillus. 
More  authentic  appears  to  be  the  statement  of  lAvy  (v.  46)  that  in  the  Roman 
army  at  Veii  there  were  also  Latin  volunteers. 

T  2 
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may  hare  played  an  important  part  in  the  deliverance  of 
£ome ;  but  the  £oman  annalists,  intent  only  on  their  own 
glorification,  have  been  nngeneronsly  silent  about  the 
deserts  of  their  allies.^ 

After  what  has  been  said,  it  appears  that'  the  substance 
of  historical  facts  to  be  drawn  from  the  long  descriptions 
of  the  Gallic  conquest  is  very  meagre.  There  is  nothing 
certain  but  the  general  rough  sketch  of  the  picture.  All  the 
details  are  doubtful  or  deceptive.  There  remains  only  the 
bare  fiEu^t,  that  the  Gauls  made  an  unexpected  invasion,  that 
the  Boman  army  was  overthrown,  that  the  town  was  sacked 
and  burnt,  the  Capitol  besieged  in  vain,  and  that  after  some 
time  the  enemy  retired  with  the  spoils  which  had  been  taken. 

That  this  invasion  of  the  Gauls  was  a  great  misfortune 
for  Bome  cannot  be  denied.  Yet  it  appears  that  the 
panic,  which  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  disaster,  also 
tended  to  increase  the  impression  which  it  made  on  the 
public  mind.  The  Gkiuls  were  not  in  a  position  to  make  a 
permanent  conquest.  After  they  had  retired,  the  former 
state  of  things  returned,  as  the  old  configuration  of  the 
soil  remains  after  an  inundation.  The  body  politic  had 
been  paralysed,  not  killed ;  the  organism  was  not  destroyed, 
its  action  only  had  been  arrested  for  a  short  time.  Cer- 
tainly it  was  necessary  to  rebuild  the  town,  which  had 
been  burnt  to  the  ground;  but  the  state  recovered  its 
former  vigour  without  difficulty.  It  may  even  be  that  the 
invasion  of  the  Gauls  was  more  destructive  to  neighbour- 
ing nations  than  to  Bome  itself,  and  that  Bome  indirectlj 
gained  more  from  it  than  it  lost.  At  any  rate  we  find 
Bome,  immediately  after  the  retreat  of  the  Gauls,  in  such  a 
commanding  position  with  regard  to  the  Latins,  the 
^quians,  and  the  Yolscians,  that  its  power  seems  in  no 
way  diminished. 

>  If  nothing  was  known  of  the  battle  of  Waterloo  except  what  is  contaiD«d 
in  some  popular  histories  or  in  the  traditions  of  the  lower  orders  in  England, 
how  mudi  would  posterity  learn  of  any  important  share  of  the  Prussians  in 
that  decisiye  victory  ?  The  most  popular  military  historians  of  the  French 
hardly  ever  mention  their  allies,  except  for  the  piupoee  of  casting  on  them  the 
blame  for  a  reverse. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

SOURCES   OF   EABLT  ROMAN   HISTOBY. 

Thb  destraction  of  Borne  by  the  Gauls  is  so  marked  a     chap. 
point  in  the  history  of  the  Bomans,  that  the  plan  of  those      ^^-  . 


writers  who  (like  Claudius  Quadrigarius  among  the  an-  ^j^^-^ 
cients)  begin  their  narrative  at  this  point,  has  much  in  destruction 
its  &yoiir.  The  history  of  the  regal  period,  and  of  the  ^p^Ss. 
first  120  years  of  the  republic,  is  not  derived  from  contem- 
porary witnesses,  but  was  composed  afi&r  the  Gallic  con- 
flagration. Whatever  historical  monuments  existed  were 
ahnost  entirely  destroyed  in  the  burning  of  the  town,  and 
the  distress  of  the  time  which  immediately  succeeded  left 
no  leisure  for  restoring  historical  documents.  We  must 
not  deceive  ourselves  by  thinking  that  the  time  before 
the  Gallic  invasion  belongs,  strictly  speaking,  to  the 
domain  of  history,  inasmuch  as  history  is  intended  to 
exhibit  successive  events  in  their  connexion  of  cause 
and  effect,  and  to  trace  a  certain  law  of  development,  to 
make  us  understand  and  appreciate  the  character  of 
individuals  and  of  political  bodies.  It  seems,  therefore, 
advisable  to  pause  here  for  a  moment,  and  to  review  the 
sources  of  information  possessed  by  the  oldest  annalists. 
We  are  the  more  called  upon  to  do  so  as  we  require  a 
justification  for  tarrying  so  long  in  the  labyrinth  of 
legends  and  of  traditions  more  perplexing  than  instruc- 
tive. 

Before  the  second  Punic  war,  the   Bomans  possessed  The 
no  connected  general  account  of  their  own  history.    An  anaaSta. 
annaHstic  literature  first  grew  up  with  the  Greek  work  of 
Fabius  Pictor,  and  continued  to  be  cultivated  until  the 
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works  have  all  perished,  that  our  authorities,  such  as  Livy 
and  Dionysins,  have  derived  their  information.  But  even 
Fabius  Pictor  and  his  imitators  had  predecessors,  and  it 
is  important  for  us  to  know  these  predecessors,  and  to 
judge  of  the  materials  from  which  they  gathered  the 
knowledge  of  things  which  happened  before  their  time. 
Roman  The  Eoman  nation  was  formed  by  the  union  of  tribes 

^^  *"  and  houses,  which  had  been  originally  almost  or  en- 
tirely independent,  whose  recollections  extended  much 
farther  back  than  those  of  the  united  community,  and 
whose  peculiarities  were  lost  only  by  degrees  in  the 
general  character  of  the  Eoman  people.  Every  family 
had  its  own  domestic  duties  and  religious  rites,  sanc- 
tuaries, and  festivals,  the  preservation  of  which  was  con- 
sidered a  most  sacred  duty.  Each  peculiar  custom  gave 
rise  to  certain  historical  traditions,  which  were  the 
common  property  of  all  the  members  of  the  family,  and 
were  preserved  the  more  scrupulously  as  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  family  were  supposed  to  depend 
upon  the  due  observance  of  their  religious  duties.  Thus 
there  were  formed  distinct  groups  of  &milies,  closely  con- 
nected together,  and  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the 
community  by  the  common  name  of  the  house  {nomen 
gentile).  No  ancient  people  possessed  such  a  strongly 
developed  and  exclusive  organisation  of  families  and 
houses  as  subdivisions  of  the  community  at  large  as  the 
Eoman,  and  nowhere  was  family  pride  carried  to  such  an 
extent.* 
Their  The  history  of  Eome  grew  up  in  a  manner  analogous  to 

the  Eoman  people.  As  families,  houses,  and  tribes  were 
combined  to  make  up  the  body  of  the  citizens,  so  the 
private  traditions,  chronicles,  and  monuments  of  the  dis- 

'  IndicatioDB  of  this  family  pride  are  to  be  found  in  every  direction.  'We 
will  notice  in  this  place  only  the  practice  of  designating  the  laws  by  the  names 
of  those  men  who  had  introduced  them  into  the  legislature.  This  is  to  some 
extent,  but  not  officially,  the  practice  in  England,  a  country  more  under  the 
influence  of  hereditary  legislators  and  a  small  number  of  noble  families  than 
any  other  in  modem  Europe. 
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tingnished  families  of  the  Eoman  nobility  were  the  ma-  CHAP, 
terials  out  of  which  Fabius  Pictor  and  his  successors  ^ — ,— L-* 
formed  the  history  of  the  Roman  commonwealth.  Even 
though  we  had  no  authentic  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
such  family  chronicles,  we  still  could  infer,  from  what  we 
know  of  the  patrician  pride,  that  in  every  family  traditions 
of  the  noble  deeds  of  their  forefathers  mast  have  been  most 
carefully  preserved.  Even  in  the  oldest  period  of  the 
republic,  and  within  the  body  of  the  patricians,  there  was 
a  select  nobility,  founded  on  the  distinction  which  certain 
ancestors  had  won  in  the  service  of  the  state.  It  was 
accordingly  of  great  importance  to  preserve  the  evidence 
of  the  exploits  of  the  great  men  belonging  to  each  noble 
family,  and  to  record  the  offices  which  they  had  filled,^  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  serve,  before  the  whole  nation,  as 
a  public  proof  of  nobility.  Hence  the  care  bestowed  on 
the  images  of  ancestors,  which  were  preserved  in  the  hall 
of  each  house ;  and  hence  the  solemn  pomp  of  the  funerals, 
in  which  a  noble  Roman  was  accompanied  to  the  grave 
not  only  by  his  living  friends  and  relatives,  but  by  the 
whole  series  of  his  ancestors,  clothed  in  the  robes  of  their 
offices.  Hence,  also,  the  solemn  funeral  orations  and 
laudations,  which  to  a  certain  extent  took  the  place  of  a 
national  epic  poem  or  a  popular  history,  and  which  pre- 
served the  memory  of  the  most  important  transactions. 
Out  of  these  funeral  orations  and  family  traditions  arose 
the  domestic  chronicles,  which,  as  we  are  told  on  good 

>  It  is  highly  characteristic  of  the  administration  of  the  Roman  republic, 
that  the  houses  of  the  nobility  served  as  public  archives.  Pliny,  Hist.  Nat., 
zzxv.  2 :  '  Tablina  codicibus  implebantur  et  monumentis  rerum  in  magistratu 
gestarum.'  See  Festus,  s.  v.  Tablinum,  p.  356,  ed.  Müller.  These  records  of 
public  acts  constituted  in*  themselves  a  species  of  history ;  at  least  they  were 
the  groundwork  on  which  portions  of  the  history  of  Rome  could  be  based ;  but 
of  course  they  were  liable  to  be  tampered  with  through  the  vanity  of  those  who 
had  the  keeping  of  them.  Sir  G-.  G.  Lewis  {Credibility  of  Early  Soman  History, 
i.  137)  remarks :  *  That  such  should  have  been  the  ordinary  practice  at  Rome  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  remembered  that,  even  in  England,  up  to  a 
comparatively  late  date,  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  other 
high  officers  to  carry  away  all  their  official  correspondence  on  going  out  of 
office.' 
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authority,  existed  in  Eome.^  A  careM  examination  of 
the  oldest  histoij  of  the  republic  shows  that  a  consider- 
able portion  of  it  is  taken  from  such  traditions  of  the 
Valerian,  Fabian,  Quinctian,  Furian,  and  other  houses. 
At  what  time  these  traditions  were  written  down  in  the 
form  of  domestic  chronicles  cannot  with  certainty  be 
determined.  Perhaps  the  beginning  was  made  before 
the  Gallic  inyasion ;  but  such  documents,  if  they  existed 
at  that  time,  were  mostly  lost  in  the  burning  of  the  town, 
and  could  not  be  restored  afterwards  without  the  chance 
of  admitting  a  great  amount  of  error. 

As  such  domestic  records  dealt  only  with  isolated  por- 
tions of  the  events  of  the  past,  many  things  were  neces- 
sarily overlooked,  whilst  repetitions,  inaccuracies,  and 
contradictions  were  numerous.  It  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  Fabius  Pictor  to  compose,  from  these  materials 
alone,  a  connected,  consecutive  history.  He  must  have 
had  documents  before  him  which  served  to  string  to- 
gether, in  something  like  chronological  order,  the  motley 
materials,   drawn  from  the  traditions '  of  the  different 

*  Gelliiis,  NocU  AtL^  xiii.  19.  Beaufort,  DiMertation  gur  Ttncertuude,  p. 
96.  Hooke^  Hist,  of  Bome^  It.  p.  zxzix.  Niebuhr»  Rom.  IRtt,  i.  267 ;  English 
translation,  i.  250.  Arnold,  Eist,  qf  Borne,  i.  871,  391,  648;  ii.  113,  180,  200, 
462.  Becker,  Bom.  AJUerth.,  i.  34.  Schwcgler,  Bim.  Getch,,  i.  14.  Sir  G.  C. 
Lewis  (Credibility  of  Early  Boman  History ,  i.  190  ff.)  is  not  inclined  to  admit  the 
great  antiquity  of  family  chronicles,  nor  their  use  by  the  first  annalists  of  Rome, 
though  he  says :  '  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  composition  of  family  memo- 
rials may  have  been  carried  one  step  beyond  the  funeral  panegyrics  and  the 
inscriptions  of  images ;  and  that  the  exploit«  of  a  series  of  distinguished  per- 
sons, belonging  to  the  same  lineage,  may  have  been  combined  into  a  connected 
narrative,  for  the  use  of  certain  illustrious  houses.'  Ab  to  the  antiquity  of 
family  chronicles,  it  is  true,  we  cannot  speak  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 
Yet  Liv/s  words  (vi.  1),  where  he  speaks  of  the  '  liter»  qu«  in  privaiis  monu- 
mentis  erant,'  can  only  be  referred  to  such  documents,  and  their  date  would, 
from  this  passage,  have  to  be  placed  before  the  Gallic  conflagration.  See  also 
above,  p.  1 06.  On  this  subject  Dr.  Dyer's  remarks  {History  of  the  City  of  Bome^ 
p.  xxxi)  are  perfectly  correct :  *  When  we  reflect  upon  the  nature  of  the  early 
Koman  state,  the  ambition,  rivalry,  and  love  of  glory  of  the  great  families,  the 
desire  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  events,  so  strongly  manifested  by  the  keep- 
ing of  public  registers,  by  inscriptions,  public  statues,  private  images,  and  the 
like,  it  would  have  been  strange  indeed  if  the  men  who  had  played  a  great  part 
in  public  a£&irs,  and  who  possessed  the  means  of  recording  their  acts  in  writing, 
should,  with  unnatural  apathy,  have  neglected  to  do  so.* 
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^milies.  These  documents  were  supplied  by  the  official  chap. 
lists  of  magistrates.^  In  a  republic  with  annuallj  chang-  %„  ,  '.^ 
ing  magistrates,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  hare 
authentic  records  of  the  names  of  these  officers,  especially 
as  these  names  serred,  in  the  absence  of  a  recognised  chro- 
nological 8Bra,  to  mark  the  successive  years.  Such  official 
lists  of  magistrates  were  kept  in  the  temple  of  Moneta,  on 
the  Capitol,'  and  they  are  referred  to  as  early  as  444  b.o.' 
Probably  they  extended  as  far  back  as  the  beginning  of 
the  republic.  But  they  perished,  for  the  most  part,  in  the 
Gallic  conflagration,  and  were  restored  imperfectly;  nor 
even  after  this  period  were  they  carefully  kept,  as  other- 
wise the  numerous  discrepancies  and  defects  in  them 
before  and  after  this  period  would  be  unexplained. 

The  two  principal  sources  for  the  earliest  connected  The  two 
annals  of  Eome  were  accordingly  the  fanuly  traditions  and  sources  of 
the  lists  of  the  magistrates.     All  the  remaining  writings  ?^™*^ 
and  monuments  which,  in  their  origin,  belong  to  the  time 
before  the  inyasion  of  the  Gauls,  are  of  inferior  importance. 

The  so-called  annals  of  the  pontifices^  were  confined  to 

1  On  the  Libri  lintei  or  Libri  magistratuiiin  see  Becker,  i?äm.  Mterth.,  i.  16; 
Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  17;  Sir  O.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early  Soman 
History,  i.  172  ffi 

•  liyy,  iv.  20.  •  Liyy,  iv.  7,  13,  23. 

^  Aonales  pontificnm  or  Annales  Maximi  (see  Becker,  Rom.  Alterth,,  i.  4 ; 
Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  i.  7;  SirO.O.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early  Roman  Hist., 
i.  155).  Cato  (apnd  Gellium,  ii.  28)  characterises  the  record  of  the  Fontifez 
Mazimus  bj  saying  that  it  mentions  snch  events  as  the  high  price  of  com  or 
an  edipee  of  the  son  or  moon.  An  attempt  has  been  made  lately  bj  Br. 
Thomas  H.  Dyer,  in  his  History  of  the  City  of  Rome  (lotiodiiction,  p.  xyiii  ff.) 
to  vindicate  the  Annales  Mazimi  from  the  scepticism  of  Niebuhr  and  his 
school  Br.  Dyer  seems  not  to  doubt  the  statement  of  Cicero  (De  Oral,,  ii. 
12)  *th^t  from  the  foundation  of  Rome  (ab  initio  remm  Bomanarum)  the  Ponti- 
fez  Mazimus  was  accustomed  to  write  down  all  the  events  of  each  year  and  to 
transfer  them  to  a  white  board  in  his  house  for  the  information  of  the  people.' 
These  documents,  reaching  back  in  an  authentic  unbroken  line  to  the  veiy 
commencement  of  the  history  of  Bome,  were,  according  to  Br.  Dyer,  the  very 
same  which  Cicero  saw  with  his  own  eyes.  They  escaped  the  Ghillic  conflagra- 
tion; for  Livy  (vi.  1) — where  he  states  that  the  Commentarii  pontifieum  and 
most  other  public  and  private  records  were  burnt — does  not  mention  that  the 
Annales  pont\ficum  were  burnt  also ;  they  were  consequently  saved,  and  it  is, 
according  to  Br.  Byer,  a  great  logical  blunder  when  Sir  G-.  C.  Lewis  and  Niebuhr 
infer  from  Livy's  words  the  veiy  contrary,  viz.,  that  Livy  meant  to  assert 
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BOOK      subjects  of  religions  interest,  such  as  wonderful  phenomena, 

' ,1 — '  the  origin  and  meaning  of  religious  customs  and  festivals, 

the  building  and  consecration  of  temples  and  altars, 
epidemic  diseases,  public  calamities,  and  so  forth.  The 
various  ritualistic  books  *  treated  of  forms  of  prayer  and 
sacrifices,  of  the  laws  concerning  sacred  things,  of  offices 
connected  with  public  worship,  of  the  duties  of  priests 
and  their  assistants.  The  official  formularies  of  the  secular 

their  loss,  because  he  makes  no  exception  in  their  favour  when  he  says  that 
most  of  the  public  records  were  destroyed.    We  confess  we  fail  to  apprehend 
the  logic  of  Dr.  Dyer,  but  in  a  decision  so  simple  as  this  we  think  it  unneces- 
sary to  say  more.     As  a  curiosity  in  literature  we  will  mention,  however,  that 
Dr.  Dyer  has  examined  another  passage  (Cicero,  De  Bep^  i.  16)  from  which 
Niebuhr  and  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis  have  drawn  a  conclusion  unfavourable  to  the 
existence  of  authentic  Annales  Maximi  in  the  earliest  times,  and  which,  under 
the  skilfdl  treatment  of  Dr.  Dyer's  conservative  historical  criticism,  yields  the 
very  opposite  result    Cicero  tells  us  that  the  eclipses  of  the  sun  which  took 
place  before  a  certain  year  (about  350  u.c.  or  404  b.c.)  were  not  recorded  as  they 
occurred,  but  were  found  by  astronomical  calculation.    Niebuhr  and  Sir  G.  C. 
Lewis  inferred  from  this,  that  if  the  pontifical  annals,  which  noted  such  events 
with  particular  care,  had  reached  back  beyond  the  year  404  b.c.  in  an  authen- 
tic form,  it  would  never  have  occurred  to  anybody  to  make  astronomical  cal- 
culations for  this  purpose,  and  that,  therefore,  the  annals  purporting  to  contain 
contemporaiy  notations  for  the  time  before  404  b.c.  must  have  been  composed 
after  that  period.    This  conclusion  seems  to  us  to  be  irrefragable.    Not  so  to 
Dr.  Dyer.    He  thinks  that,  before  the  Komans  knew  the  true  cause  of  eclipses, 
they  were  unable  to  put  down  an  eclipse  in  an  historical  register,  because  they 
could  not  be  sure  whether  the  darkness  of  the  sun  might  not  be  the  effect  of 
a  doud  or  some  other  cause.     We  are  here  startled  by  the  discovery  that 
eclipses  cannot  be  known  as  such,  nor  produce  on  an  untutored  barbarian 
a  terrifying  effect  as  marks  of  divine  displeasure,  unless  the  true  theory  con- 
cerning eclipses  is  so  far  mastered  by  them  that  they  can  predict  them.     On 
the  whole,  if  Dr.  Dyer  proves  anything,  he  proves  too  much.    If  authentic 
contemporaiy  history,  however  jejune  and  scanty,  reaches  back  to  the  founda- 
tion of  Home,  or  even  to  the  beginning  of  the  commonwealth,  how  is  it  possible 
to  account  for  the  numerous  uncertainties  and  contradictions  ?, 

>  Commentarii  pontificum  augurum  (see  Becker,  Bom.  Alterth.^  i.  25 ;  Schweg- 
ler,  B'om.  Gesch.^  i.  31 ;  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibüity  of  Early  Boman  History, 
i.  170).  Regulations  on  religious  matters  are  quoted  from  these  books,  such  as 
the  description  of  the  victims  proper  to  be  sacrificed  on  certain  occasions,  and 
of  the  holydays  on  which  water  could  be  turned  upon  a  meadow ;  or  the  rule 
that  the  bodies  of  persons  who  hung  themselves  were  not  to  be  buried.  The 
books  of  the  augurs  are  cited  for  the  fact  that  the  dictator  was  anciently  called 
by  the  title  of  *  Magister  populi,*  and  Cicero  declares  that  the  books  of  the 
pontiflb  and  the  augurs  attest  that  there  was  an  appeal  to  the  people  from  the 
kings. 
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magistrate  *  contained  in  like  manner  only  the  necessary     CHAP. 
rules  aod  instructions  for  the  conduct  of  the  different  ^ — ,-l^ 
offices. 

But  little  credit  is  to  be  attached  to  the  alleged  monu-  Inscrip- 
ments  of  the  oldest  periods.     It  is  difficult  to  fix  the  age  monu- 
of  such  works,  unless  they  bear  inscriptions  with  names  or  n^ents. 
dates.     A  statue  without  a  name  inscribed  on  it  is  sure  to 
pass  for  different  persons  at  different  times,  or  even  at  the 
same  time.*    The  monuments  of  the  primeval  period  of 
Itoman  history  are  all  more  or  less  suspicious,  as  com- 
paratively late  fabrications.     At  any  rate  no  safe  inference 
can  be  drawn  from  them  as  to  the  reality  of  events,  or  even 
of  persons,  whose  memory  they  appear  designed  to  pre- 
serve.* 

One  source  yet  remains  for  the  knowledge  of  the  old  Chronicles 
Soman  history,  a  soTirce  out  of  which  the  annalists  townt.  V* 
have  drawn  some  valuable  facts.  This  was  supplied  by 
the  annals  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  such  as  Ardea, 
Tibnr,  Tusculum,  and  Prceneste.  As  these  towns  never 
suffered  such  utter  destruction  as  £ome  in  the  GbHHg 
conflagration,  they  were    more   likely  to    preserve    old  ^ 

records  and  monuments.^  ^ 

>  Commentarii  magistratuum.  See  Be^lcer,  Bihn.  Jlterih.^  i.  25;  Schwegler, 
Rom.  Gesch.^  i.  28;  Sir  Q-.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Early  Roman  History, 
i.  134. 

'  Like  the  statae  on  the  Velia,  a  part  of  the  Palatine  hill,  which  was  sup- 
posed to  represent  Clcelia  or  a  daughter  of  Poplicola. — Livj,  ii.  13 ;  afid  Pliny, 
Hitt.  Nat.,  xxxiv.  13.  i 

'  On  the  Eoman  Capitol  there  were  statnes  of  the  kings  and  of  Brutns.  Who 
will  venture  to  fix  the  age  of  these  pretended  portrait  statues  ?  "We  are  inclined 
to  think  they  are  of  comparativelj  recent  origin.  Those  of  Bomulus  and  Tatius 
were  no  douht  of  Greek  workmanship,  as  they  were  naked  (see  Ampere,  Hist, 
romaine  ä  Rome,  iy.  4).  Perhaps  they  were  carried  to  Borne  from  Tarentum 
after  the  conquest  of  that  town  in  172  b.c.  and  were  statues  of  Greek  deities  or 
men.  The  re-naming  of  statues  hecame  a  common  practice  in  later  times. 
Compare«boTe,  pp.  16,  96,  121,  239. 

*  Prsenestine  books,  which  related  the  foundation  of  the  town,  are  mentioned 
by  Solinus  (ii.  3).  Such  books  and  local  traditions  were  the  sources  of  infor- 
mation used  by  Cato  in  his  work  called  Origines,  in  which  he  expounded  the 
foundation  and  history  of  Italian  cities.  To  them,  no  doubt,  we  owe  some  in- 
teresting details,  referriog  to  towns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Borne,  such  as  the 
spoliation  of  Ardea.    See  above,  p.  226. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


284  BOMAN  HISTOEY. 

BOOK         It  produces  a  very  cimoTis  impression  when  Cicero  tries 


to  persuade  himself  that  the  history  of  Eome  had,  even  in 
Comp&ri-  the  regal  period,  a  firm  foundation,  because  at  the  time  of 
R^man  Komulus  Greece  was  already  fiill  of  poets  and  musiciajis. 
and  Greek  Long  before  the  building  of  Borne,  Cicero  remarks.  Homer 
^'  had  flourished  and  Lycurgus  had  established  the  polity  of 
Sparta.  The  age  of  Eomulus  was  therefore,  according  to 
Cicero,  a  time  when  science  was  matured.^  The  age  of 
fables  had  passed  away;  it  was  already  clear  day.  Granted 
that  this  was  true  of  Greece,  does  it  follow  that  in  Italy 
the  day  of  civilisation  had  begun  to  dawnP  With  the 
same  reasoning  a  Eussian  patriot  might  claim  for  his 
country  cultivation  and  advanced  science  in  the  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  centuries,  because  in  that  age  the  classical 
studies  were  revived  and  the  art  of  printing  was  discovered. 
Only  a  self-sufficient  Roman  like  Cicero,  who  believed,  or 
wished  to  make  others  believe,  that  his  countrymen  had  in 
all  things  equalled  or  excelled  the  Greeks,  could  overlook 
the  gigantic  gulf  which  separated  the  Greek  from  the 
Italian  world.  The  Greeks  were  several  centuries  ahead  of 
the  Bomans.  The  whole  of  that  glorious  struggle  from 
which  Greece  came  forth  victorious  over  Asiatic  barbarism 
had  been  fought  before  Bome  burst  the  narrow  boundaries 
with  which  it  was  surrounded  at  the  beginning  of  the 
republic.  During  the  time  of  that  brilliant  age  of  the  arts 
in  Athens  under  Pericles  and  Phidias,  Bome  was  a  fortified 
village,  with  shingle-roofed  houses,  and  without  a  single 
native  artist  of  name.  When  Athens  and  Sparta  were 
involved  in  that  destructive  war  which  blighted  the 
blossoms  of  Greece,  Bome  was  defending  herself  with  diffi- 
culty against  the  Yolscians  and  ^quians.  While  the 
family  chroniclers  of  the  Bomans  were  relating  the  foolish 
tales  about  the  destruction  of  Yeii  and  the  expulsion  of 
the  Gkiuls,  and  while  the  pontifical  annals  recorded,  in  the 
driest  possible  manner,  nothing  but  miracles,  pestilences, 
and  famines,  Thucydides  raised  the  art  of  historic  writing 

1  Ciceroi  De  Btp.,  ii.  10 :  *  lam  inyeteratlB  literU  atque  doctrinis. 
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to  the  highest  point  which  it  reached  in  antiquity.  In  the  CHAP, 
year  404  b.c.  Athens  fell  into  the  power  of  Lysander ;  in  -_ 
the  same  year  the  last  war  was  commenced  with  Veil, 
When  Eome  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Ganls,  390  b.c.,  Greece 
was  convulsed  with  that  Corinthian  war  which  directed 
the  weapons  of  the  Greeks  away  from  the  decaying 
Persian  empire  against  their  own  hearts;  and  while  in 
Some  the  few  miserable  annals  and  historical  monuments 
were  consumed  by  the  flames^  there  appeared  in  Greece 
the  historical  writings  of  Xenophon.  It  is  necessary  to 
keep  in  mind  the  contemporary  events  of  Bome  and  Greece 
in  order  rightly  to  understand  the  political  and  intellec- 
tual influence  exercised  by  the  two  foremost  nations  of 
antiquity  upon  each  other. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

FOBEIGN   HIBTOBT   FBOM    THE    BUBNINa    OF    SOME    BY   THE 

GAULS   TO  THE   BEGINNING   OP   THE   SAMNITE   WAB8. 

390-343  B.C. 

If  the  obscurity  of  the  older  Boman  history,  as  some  have  chap. 

supposed,  were  to  be  explained  entirely  or  even  chiefly  by  __; , 

the  fact  that  the  annals  then  existing  were  all  destroyed  in  390-343 
the  Gallic  conflagration,  we  might  hope  that  from  this 

time  forward  the  character  of  the  narrative   would  be  of  the  his- 

essentially  diflferent.   It  is  true,  we  should  even  yet  hardly  to^yforthe 

•'  ^  ^  .        w  J     years  im- 

expect  a  full,- comprehensive,  and  connected  account  of  the  mediately 
principal  events;  but  we  should  at  least  be  justified  in  J^^^^^°^°s 
hoping  that  the  information,  however  bare,  jejune,  and  in-  G^aiiic 
complete,  would  be  in  the  main  trustworthy ;  that  there 
would  no  longer  be  great  uncertainty  about  times  and 
places;  that  the  same  transactions  would  no  longer  be 
related  several  times  over ;  that  we  should  find  no  more 
imaginary  battles,  conquests,  and  triumphs;  and  that 
accounts  contradicting  each  other,  or  accompanied  with 
vagueness,  obscurity,  inconsistency,  and  palpable  errors — 
above  all,  that  miracles  and  boundless  exaggerations,  would 
no  longer  disfigure  the  annals  of  Borne.  But  such  a 
change  for  the  better  is  not  perceptible  at  this  period.  On 
the  contrary,  the  mists  of  antiquity  begin,  it  would  seem, 
to  thicken  again.  The  accounts  referring  to  CamUlus 
contain  more  especially  so  much  exaggeration  and  fic- 
tion that  we  are  rarely  conscious  of  treading  on  firmer 
historical  ground  after  the  Gallic  conflagration,  and  we 
cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that,  even  for  some  time 
after  that  disaster,  little  was  done  in  Borne  to  pre- 
VOL.  I,  u 
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BOOK     serve  the  memory  of  passing  events  from  corruption  and 
oblivion.^ 


OQA__Q  i  O 

J  ^,  Immediately  after  the  retreat  of  the  Ganls,  it  is  said,  all 

Exploits  of  *^®  ^^^  enemies  of  Rome — the  Etruscans,  Volscians,  and 
CamiUus.  ^quians — were  again  in  arms,  in  order  to  take  advantage 
of  the  helpless  condition  of  the  Eomans,  and  the  threatened 
revolt  of  the  Latins  and  Hemicans  made  these  attacks 
especially  dangerous.  But  the  tried  hero,  Camillus,  who 
now  for  the  second  time  commanded  the  Roman  legions 
as  dictator,  first  attacked  and  overcame  the  Volscians,  and 
reduced  them  to  final  submission  after  they  had  carried  on 
war  with  Rome  for  seventy  years.*  He  then  vanquished 
the  -äJquians,  and  turned  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning 
against  the  Etruscans,  who,  with  united  powers,  were  be- 
sieging the  town  of  Sutrium.*  Unable  to  resist  any  longer, 
the  inhabitants  of  Sutrium  had  already  surrendered  their 
town,  in  consideration  of  a  firee  retreat,  and  the  train  of 
the  poor  homeless  creatures,  with  their  wailing  wives  and 
children,  met  Camillus,  who  was  hastening  to  their  relief. 
He  immediately  pushed  forward  to  Sutrium,  where  he  sur- 
prised the  Etruscans  as  they  were  engaged  in  plundering 
the  town,  and,  having  regained  the  place,  restored  it  to  the 
inhabitants  on  the  same  day  on  which  they  had  lost  it. 
A  well-deserved  triumph  crowned  this  threefold  victory. 

>  Livy  says  indeed  (yi.  1)  that '  the  history  of  Rome  aft<«r  its  second  birth 
will  henceforth  be  related  with  greater  clearness  and  accuracy/  But  this  pro- 
mise is  not  kept  by  Livy  in  the  subsequent  narrative  for  a  considerable  period. 
Dr.  Arnold  (Hist  of  Bome^  ii.  2)  remarks/with  his  usual  good  sense,  that  no 
period  of  Roman  history  since  the  first  institution  of  the  tribunes  of  the  Com- 
mons is  really  more  obscure  than  the  thirty  years  immediately  following  the 
retreat  of  the  Gauls.  Sir  Q-.  C.  Lewis,  speaking  of  these  records  {Credibility  of 
Early  Roman  History,  ii.  361),  says,  *  Whatever  these  records  may  have  been, 
their  character  must  have  been  fragmentary,  and  at  the  most  annalistic.  They 
were  detached  notices  and  morsels  of  evidence,  but  not  a  continuous  narratire  : 
they  were  not  the  work  of  a  historian,  and  they  did  not  of  themselves  form  a 
history  of  the  period.  We  may  have  reached  the  time  when  there  is  a  sub- 
stratum of  notation :  but  we  have  not  yet  reached  the  time  when  there  is  an 
authentic  narrative  of  events.' 

*  Livy,  vi.  2. 

*  Livy.  vi.  3  :  '  Etruria  prope  omnis  armata  Sutrium,  socios  populi  Rom&ni, 
obsidebat.'    See  above,  p.  98,  note  2. 
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This  story,   wonderful   enough  in  itself,  is  still  more 
curious,  because  we  meet  with  it  again  three  years  later.^ 
Again  Camillus  returns  from  a  war  with  the  Yolscians,^ 
and  marches  against  the  Etruscans,  who,  in  the  meantime, 
had   again   conquered  Sutrium.'    Again  the  enemy  are  conquest  of 
expelled  and  the  town  is  restored  to  its  possessors.     Of  the  S^*""™- 
two  conquests  of  Sutrium  one  is  clearly  fictitious.    We 
should  ahnost  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  other  also,  because 
every  story  related  of  victories  of  Camillus  is  more  or  less 
suspicious.     But  Livy  ^  reports  that,  out  of  the  sum  which 
the  sale  of  the  Etruscan  prisoners  realised,  three  golden . 
bowls  were  dedicated  as  consecrated  gifts  in  the  temple  of. 
Jupiter  Capitolinus,  inscribed  with  the  name  of  Camillus,^ 
and  that  these  bowls  were  to  be  seen  before  the  feet  of 
Juno  until  the  burning  of  the  Capitol  (83  s.o.),  and  it  is, 
moreover,  certain  that  Sutrium  was  made  a  Eoman  colony 
seven  years  after  the  Gallic  conflagration.^ 

The  old  confederation  of  fiomans,  Latins,  and  Hemicans,  The  Latin 
which  at  no  time  can  have  been  very  firm  or  mutually  [^^^    ^'^' 
satisfactory,  was,  as  we  have  already  seen,  very  much  weak- 
ened and  modified  by  the  long  wars  with  the  Yolscians  and 
^quiand.     Many  of  the  old  confederate  cities  in  Latium 
had  been  lost.     Those  which  remained  had  become  more 

*  Livy,  vi.  9. 

*  Three  years  before,  the  Volscians  had,  according  to  Livy  (vi.  2)  himself, 
heen  lednced  to  submission,  and  the  wars,  which  had  lasted  for  seventy  years,  . 
were  ended  victoriously.    Nevertheless  they  are  now  again  in  arms. — Livy 
vi.  6. 

*  To  avoid  the  semblance  of  repetition,  Livy  (vi.  9)  relates  that  this  time 
the  Etruscans  had  gained  possession  of  only  part  of  the  town  of  Sutrium,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  were  still  holding  the  other  part.  Variations  of  this 
kind  in  duplicate  stories  are  quite  usual.  Their  origin  is  easily  explained.  When 
they  were  not  introduced  intentionally  for  the  purpose  of  hiding  the  repetition, 
they  may  have  been  found  by  the  first  compiler  of  a  connected  account  in  the 
detached  and  independent  sources  from  which  he  obtained  his  information. 

*  Livy,  vi.  4, 

*  If  the  bowls  were  inscribed  only  with  the  name  of  Camillus,  they  could ' 
not  boar  testimony  to  the  taking  of  Sutrium.     But  unless  the  statement  iar 
rejected  as  untrustworthy,  we  may  adopt  the  opinion  which  assigns  that  parti- 
cular circumstance  as  the  cause  of  the  dedication.  ' 

*  Veil.  Pater,  c.  i.  14,  2.  Soon  after  a  colony  was  sent  to  Nepete,  near 
Sutrium. 

V  2 
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dependent  on  Eome,  and  those  which  were  re -conquered 
from  the  Yolscians  did  not  regain  their  original  position 
as  members  of  a  confederation.  From  having  been  allied 
and  independent  states,  thej  became  more  and  more  the 
subjects  of  Bome. 

During  the  invasion  of  the  Gauls,  every  Latin  town  was, 
it  seems,  thrown  back  on  its  own  resources.  The  league  was 
completely  dissolved,  since  the  head  town  was  destroyed 
and  appeared  to  be  annihilated.  We  find,  therefore,  after 
the  retreat  of  the  Grauls,  some  Latin  towns,  in  an  isolated 
and  independent  position,  as  mistresses  of  neighbouring 
communities.  Such  towns  were  especially  Prseneste  and 
Tibur.  At  the  same  time  these  towns  appear  to  be  impa- 
tient of  the  control  which  the  Romans  had  hitherto  exer- 
cised over  them.  They  had  found  out,  it  seems,  that  Bome 
was  seeking  to  take  away  their  independence,  and  to 
sacrifice  their  interests  to  her  own. .  They  discovered  that 
their  position,  relatively  to  the  -ZEquians  and  Volscians, 
differed  essentially  from  that  of  the  Bomans ;  that  they  had 
in  the  end  less  to  fear  from  an  alliance  with  these  peoples 
than  from  a  confederacy  at  the  head  of  which  was  such  a 
grasping  and  centralized  power  as  Bome. 

Prseneste  was  the  first  to  venture  (382  b.c.)  on  open  war. 
The  subjection  of  this  great,  fortified,  and  at  that  time 
impregnable  town  to  the  dominion  of  Bome  is  especially 
important,  because  it  is  alleged  to  be  proved  by  an  historical 
monument  and  a  written  record.  If  these  are  genuine, 
they  leave  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  and  may  tend  moreover  to 
raise  in  our  eyes  the  character  also  of  other  annalistic 
statements  which  are  not  borne  out  by  any  documentary 
evidence.  But,  unfortunately,  the  reports  concerning  this 
monument  anä  this  record  are  of  such  a  kind  that,  by  their 
contradictions,  they  warrant  grave  doubts  of  the  trust- 
worthiness of  the  old  collectors  of  documentary  evidence. 
According  to  Livy,^  the  dictator  T.  Quinctius  Cincinnatus 
defeated  the  Pwenestines  on  the  AUia,  380  b.c.,  took  eight 


Livy,  yi.  29. 
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towns  which  "were  subject  to  them,  as  well  as  the  town  of     CHAP. 
Velitrae,  by  force,  compelled  Prseneste  to  surrender,^  con 
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veyed  from  thence  to  the  Capitol  the  statue  of  Jupiter 
Imperator,  and  placed  it  between  the  shrines  of  Jupiter 
and  Minerva,  furnished  with  an  inscription  which  declared 
that  *  Jupiter  and  all  the  gods  had  permitted  the  dictator 
T.  Quinctius  to  conquer  nine  towns.'  * 

The  first  thing  that  strikes  us  in  this  account  is,  that  Difficulties 
the  statue  of  the  supreme  deity  was  carried  away  from  a  narrative. 
town,  not  taken  by  force  and  destroyed,  but  surrendered 
by  treaty  on  condition  of  retaining  her  liberty.  The  re- 
moval of  the  statue  from  Prseneste  to  Some  would  have 
been  the  sign  and  symbol  of  the  annihilation  of  the  former 
town  as  a  political  community,  just  as  the  carrying  away 
of  the  statue  of  Juno  from  Yeii  denoted  and  sealed  the 
total  overthrow  of  the  Veientiue  state.  But  Prseneste  con- 
tinued to  exist  as  a  Latin  town  with  undiminished  power. 
In  the  following  year  she  even  renewed  the  war  vrith 
Rome,  and,  according  to  an  entirely  trustworthy  report 
of  Diodorus,'  made  peace  or  concluded  an  armistice  with 
Borne  only  in  the  year  354  b.c.  These  considerations 
and  doubts  have  still  more  weight  if  we  compare  other 
circumstances.  Cicero  *  also  mentions  a  statue  of  Jupiter 
in  the  Capitoline  Temple,  but  he  says  that  it  was  brought 
by  T.  Quinctius  Flamininus  from  Macedonia.  As  it  is  not" 
likely  that  two  statues  of  Jupiter  Imperator  were  placed 
in  the  Capitoline  Temple,  each  by  a  T.  Quinctius,  as  war 
trophies ;  as  moreover  Cicero  could  hardly  be  misinformed 
about  a  statue  brought  to  Eome  after  the  Macedonian  war, 
we  cannot  hesitate  to  condemn  the  story  which  would  make 
the  statue  in  question  about  200  years  older.*      But  if  the 

'  Livy,  vi.  29 :  '  Caput  belli  Praeneste  non  vi  Bed  per  deditionem  receptum  est.' 

•  Livy.  vi.  29 :  *  Tabula  sub  eo  fixa  monumentum  rerum  gestarum,  his/tr;/»^ 
incisa  uteris  fiiit:  "  lupiter  atque  divi  omnes  hoc  dederunt,  ut  T.  Quinctius 
dictator  oppida  novem  caperet."  ' 

•  Diodorus,  xvi.  46.  See  Niebuhr,  Bom.  Gesch.,  iii.  96 ;  English  transla- 
tion, iii.  83. 

*  Cicero,  Verr.,  iv.  68. 

*  This  was  the  opinion  of  Lipsius.    See  Drakenborch,  ad  Liv.,  vi.  29. 
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statue  of  Jupiter  Imperator  was  not  brought  to  Eome  by 
T.  Quinctius  from  Preeneste,  the  inscription  quoted  by  Livy 
could  have'  no  reference  to  it.  Itivj^  says  that  it  was 
engraved  on  a  tablet,  not  on  the  pedestal  or  the  body  of 
the  statue.  Such  a  tablet  may  easily  have  been  put  in  a 
wrong  place.  The  object  to  which  it  originally  belonged 
is  indicated  by  Festus,*  who  mentions  an  inscription  in 
which  the  *  dictator  T.Quinctius  consecrated  a  golden  crown 
to  Jupiter,  two  pounds  and  a  third  in  weight,  because  in 
nine  days  he  conquered  as  many  towns,  and  Prseneste  as 
the  tenth.'  There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  Pestus 
and  Livy  quote  the  same  inscription,  though  both  quote  it 
inaccurately.  Tet  they  agree  in  the  main  as  to  the  sub- 
stance of  its  purport,  and  their  testimony  leaves  no  doubt 
that  such  an  inscription  and  a  golden  crown  were  dedicated 
in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  in  commemoration  of  some  signal 
victories  of  T.  Quinctius  Cincinnatus  over  the  Prsenestines. 
It  is,  however,  by  no  means  certain  at  what  time  the  offer- 
ing was  made  and  the  inscription  composed.  K  it  were 
contemporary  with  the  event,  it  would  be  the  oldest  Latin 
inscription  authentically  preserved.  But  it  is  quite  as 
likely  that  it  was  composed  by  a  descendant  of  T.  Quinctius 
many  years  later. 

The  references  even  to  such  sources  of  information  as 
statues  with  inscriptions  cannot  therefore  be  trusted  with- 
out the  most  careful  investigation,  as  unfortunately  the 
Eoman  antiquarians  were  most  credulous,  and,  moreover, 
inaccurate  and  superficial.  At  the  same  time  we  gain  the 
conviction  that  we  now  meet  in  the  Boman  history  with 
events  which,  though  not  cleared  up  in  every  particular, 
are  still  no  longer  mere  illusions  and  fictions. 

The  example  of  Prseneste  was  followed  by  several  Latin 
towns.  Some  are  described  as  secretly  assisting  the 
Volscians.*  Lanuvium  is  hostile;*  then  the  Latins 
generally  are  in  open  war  with  Home.*     The  Hemicans 


■  Livy,  V.  29 :  *  Tabula  sub  eo  signo  fixa  monumentum  rerom  gestamin.* 
•  FestuB,  8.  y.  trientesi  tortium,  p.  363,  ed.  Müller. 

■  Livy,  vL  7,  13.  *  Livy,  vi.  21.  •  Livy,  yi.  30,  32,  83. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BURNING  OF  ROME  BY  GAULS  TO  SAMNITE  WARS.  295 

likewise  are  hostile,  396  s.o.,  and  Tibur  carries  on  a  lengthy 
war,  in  conjunction,  as  it  appears,  with  PrsBneste,  long 
after  the  time  when,  according  to  the  boast  of  the  fiomans, 
Prseneste  had  been  humbled  by  T.  Quinctius. 

How  Bome  was  able  to  defend  herself  against  the  Vol-  Succes« 
scians,  in  spite  of  the  hostility  of  many  of  the  Latins  and  Romans. 
Hemicans,  it  is  impossible  to  say.  Apart  from  the  in- 
domitable courage  and  perseyerance  which  distinguished 
the  Eoman  nation,  whether  in  council  or  in  the  field,  the 
circumstance  that  Bome,  as  a  united  state,  stood  opposed 
to  a  coalition  was  especially  favourable  to  her.  Bome 
always  knew  very  well  how  to  make  use  of  dissensions 
among  her  enemies.  The  senate,  led  by  the  most  tried 
politicians  of  the  republic,  doubtless  displayed  already 
that  dexterity  and  firmness  in  its  foreign  policy  which 
greatly  distinguished  it  at  a  later  time.  It  is  significant 
that  during  these  wars  a  league  of  the  Bomans  frith  the 
Samnites  is  mentioned  (354  b.c.).  The  Samnites  dwelt  in 
the  rear  and  on  the  flank  of  the  Yolscians,  and  they  appear 
just  at  this  time  to  have  come  into  hostile  contact  with  the 
Ausonian  tribes  to  which  the  Volscians  belonged.  However 
this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  Bomans,  in  spite  of  many 
vicissitudes,  in  the  end,  had  the  advantage  ab  all  points. 
The  Latins  were  compelled  to  return  to  their  former  subor- 
dination as  the  confederates  of  Bome.  The  Yolscians  were 
driven  back,  and  in  358  b.c.  two  new  tribes  were  added  to  the 
Roman  territory,  a  circumstance  which  furnishes  better  evi- 
dence of  the  superiority  of  the  Bomans  than  we  can  have  in 
any  reports  of  Boman  conquests  and  triumphs.  This  addition 
to  the  territory  of  the  republic,  the  first  important  one  which 
took  place  on  the  side  of  Latium,  indicates  a  marked  and 
very  decisive  success  of  the  Boman  arms.  Undoubtedly  the 
conquered  and  now  incorporated  territory  was  taken  from 
the  Volscians,  and  was  originally  a  part  of  old  Latium. 
Instead  of  being  restored  to  the  Latins,  it  was  added  to  the 
territory  of  Bome,  and  this  shows  plainly  how  completely 
the  Bomans  regarded  themselves  as  masters  of  Latium.  We 
hear  of  no  opposition  of  the  Latins  against  the  incorporation 
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of  the  two  new  tribes.     On  the  contrary,  it  is  reported  of 

the  same  year  (358  b.c.)  that  peace  with  the  Latins  was 

restored,  and  that  the  latter  again  placed  their  contingent 

at  the  disposal  of  the  Eomans.^   In  the  same  year  tlie  Her- 

nicans  were  reduced  to  submission.*    Possibly  the  reports 

of  Eoman  victories  are  boastful  and  exaggerated,  and  the 

renewal  of  the  old  confederacy  was  brought  about  more  by 

persuasion  and  peaceable  means  than  by  force  of  arms ;  still 

the  advantage  was  not  less  decisively  on  the  side  of  the 

Romans.   The  Latins  a  nd  Hernicans  resigned  themselves  to 

that  which  they  found  was  unavoidable.  Only  such  towns  as 

Prseneste  and  Tibur,  relying  on  the  strength  of  their  walls, 

could  venture  to  hold  out  still  longer  against  Bome,  and 

yet  they  also  were  in  the  end  compelled  to  submit,  354  b.c. 

But  the  Latins  retained  a  deep-seated  grudge  against  their 

imperious  and  ungenerous  allies,  who  had  become  their 

masters.      They  considered  themselves  in  every  respect 

equal  to  the   Bomans.      They  had  fought  innumerable 

battles  side  by  side  with  them,  and  had  helped  to  gain 

many  a  Boman  victory.     They  formed  the  barrier  against 

the  JEquians  and  the  Volscians,  and  through  their  troubles 

and   losses   Rome   had  become    great.      Now   they   saw 

that  the  prize  of  victory  was  carried  off  by  the  Romans. 

If  discontent  and  rancour  filled  their  hearts,  the  Romans 

had  sown  the  seed.     Fourteen  years  after  the  submission  of 

Tibur,  the  great  Latin  war  broke  out  (340  b.c.),  which  more 

than  any  other  threatened  the  existence  of  Rome. 

On  the  north  of  the  Ciminian  mountains,  which  sepa- 
rate southern  from  central  Etruria,  lay  Tarquinii,  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  powerful  of  the  Etruscan  towns.  After 
the  destruction  of  Veii,  this  had  become  the  immediate 
neighbour  of  Rome.      The  Tarquinians  might   consider 


>  Livy,  Ti.  12  :  '  Paz  Latinis  petcntibus  data  et  magna  Tis  militum  ex  fcedere 
vetusto  quod  multis  intermiserat  annis  accepta.'  Compare  p.  96,  note  1. 
Polybius,  ii.  1 8  :  iy  f  Kcup^  'Pw/uatoi  i^v  tc  ff<f>rr4pay  ^^yofiiy  iweKafioy  «col  ra 
Karik  robs  Aetrlvovs  aZdis  wpdytiara  avyttrrii/reafro.  Schwegler,  Rom,  Crftch,^  ii. 
338.  ■■'  Livy,  vii.  16. 
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themselves  safe  from  a  hostile  collision  with  Eome,  partly     chap. 
on  account  of  the  distance,  and  partly  because  they  were 
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protected  by  the  natural  boimdary  of  the  Ciminian  forest, 
which  was  at  that  time  a  wild  and  inhospitable  mountain 
tract.  Yet  it  was  inevitable  that  quarrels  should  arise 
among  the  neighbours,  which  at  any  time  might  give 
occasion  for  wars.  The  Boman  citizens  who  had  settled 
in  the  four  tribes  formed  out  of  the  conquered  Veientine 
territory,  especially  the  colonists  in  the  border  fortresses, 
Sutrium  and  Nepete,  behaved  probably  much  after  the 
fashion  of  the  advanced  posts  of  a  conquering  people  gene- 
rally, and  encroached  upon  their  Etruscan  neighbours. 
But  it  was  not  before  the  year  358  b.c.,  when,  as  it  seems, 
the  disputes  between  Bome  and  the  Latins  had  been 
settled  and  the  old  confederation  was  re-established,  that 
the  Romans  found  it  advisable  to  declare  war  in  due  form 
against  the  Tarquinians.  This  war,  which  lasted,  accord- 
ing to  Livy's  account,  eight  years,  was  carried  on  with  great 
animosity  and  under  many  vicissitudes  of  fortune,  and  it 
ended  by  no  means  in  a  complete  overthrow  of  the  Tar- 
quinians, but  in  a  peace  of  forty  years,  which  left  the 
independence  of  Tarquinii  untouched  and  the  Eoman 
boundary  unchanged.  Crore  and  Talerii,  it  is  said,  took 
part  in  the  war  against  Rome,  by  sending  volunteers,  and 
when  peace  was  concluded  the  people  of  Cairo  were  com- 
pelled to  accept  the  Boman  citizenship  without  the  full 
franchise,  i.e.  to  become  subjects  of  Rome.  They  shared 
in  the  burthens,  but  were  not  admitted  to  the  honours  and 
privileges  of  Roman  citizenship,  and  the  name  of  the 
Caerites  was  ever  afterwards  applied  to  designate  citizens 
of  this  class. 

The  national  hatred  with  which  the  war  between  the  Tlie  firnt 
Romans  and  the  Etruscans  was  carried  on,  showed  itself.  Plebeian 
in  the  very  beginning,  by  a  bloody  deed,  which  even  the  ship. 
cruel  code  of  war  of  antiquity  could  not  justify.     The 
consul  C.  Fabius  Ambustus  was  beaten  by  the  Tarquinians, 
and  307  Roman  prisoners  fell  as  victims  on  the  altars  of 
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the  Etruscan  gods.'  Beligious  fanaticism,  from  which  the 
Greeks  and  Bomans  were  tolerably  free,  and  which  we 
meet  only  among  Asiatic  nations  and  among  the  Celts  in 
Europe,  appears  to  have  stimulated  the  patriotism  of  the 
Etruscans  into  madness.  This  appears  also  from  the  part 
which  the  Etruscan  priests  took  in  the  battle.  As  in  a 
religious  war,  they  rushed  on  before  the  combatants,  with 
burning  torches  in  their  hands  and  serpents  in  their  hair.' 
The  courage  of  the  Etruscans  became  friry,  and  the 
Boman  soldiers,  not  prepared  for  such  terrors,  gave  way. 
The  Eoman  territory  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tiber  was 
abandoned  to  the  invasion  and  devastation  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  necessary  to  appoint  a  dictator,  and  for  the  first 
time  a  plebeian,  C.  Marcius  Butilus,  was  raised  to  this 
post.  At  last,  in  the  year  353  b.c.,  the  defeat  of  the 
Bomans  was  avenged,  and  now  bloody  reprisals  were 
taken  on  the  Etruscan  prisoners.  Three  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  of  the  noblest  of  them  were  scourged  on  the 
Boman  Forum  and  beheaded.  The  Bomans  succeeded 
in  keeping  off  the  Etruscans,  but  they  could  boast  of  no 
great  success,  and  the  peace  which  was  concluded  in  the 
year  351  b.c.  was,  as  we  have  already  seen,  only  a  truce 
of  forty  years.' 

The  predatory  invasions  of  the  G^uls  in  the  central  and 
southern  parts  of  Italy  were  repeated  as  long  as  the  spoil 
was  attractive  and  the  opposition  not  too  vigorous.  Of 
their  invasions  into  the  Boman  territory  we  have  two 
accounts,  materially  differing  from  one  another — ^that  of 
Polybius,  who  appears  to  give  the  oldest  and  simplest 
tradition,  and,  on  the  other  side,  that  of  Livy  and  the 
other  historians,  who  describe  a  great  number  of  battles 
and  victories  with  a  mass  of  detail.     We  give  first  the 


'  A  cariouB  coincidence  in  the  number  of  these  307  Romans  commandfd  by 
a  FabiuB  and  the  306  Fabii  who  fell  at  the  Oremera.  Is  it  possible  that  we 
have  in  the  two  accounts  only  two  versions  of  the  same  story,  one  popular  and 
poetical,  the  other  dry  and  annalistic  ?  The  difference  of  one  in  the  respective 
numbers  maybe  intentional  to  hide  the  identity.  Compare  above,  pp.  173,  291, 
note  3.  •  Were  these  serpents  real  or  artificial  ?  ■  Livy,  viL  22. 
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story  of  Polybius,  which  appears  to  us  the  most  credible, 
because  it  is  less  flattering  to  Roman  pride.^ 

For  thirty  years  after  their  first  invasion,  the  Gkiuls    ^^^343 
remained  quiet.     Then  they  appeared  suddenly  at  Alba,  rj^^ 
and  the  Romans  were  so  surprised  and  so  unprepared  »toryof 
that  they  did  not  dare  to  march  against  them.     But  when     °  ^  *"*' 
the  Gauls  made  another  invasion  twelve  years  later,  they 
found  the  Romans,  with  their  allies,  armed  and  ready  for 
battle,  and  they  returned  in  haste  back  to  their  own  country. 
Now,  when  they  had  learnt  that  the  Romans  had  become 
strong,  they  concluded,  thirteen  years  later,  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  Rome. 

Out  of  these  few  collisions  with  the  Gauls,  which  were  Versions 
neither  eventful  nor  glorious,  the  patriotic  vsriters  from  anderer 
whom  Livy  draws  his  information  have  made  a  series  of  ^^^ers. 
six  great  wars  and  victories,  in  which  the  heroic  deeds  of 
T.  Manlius  Torquatus  and  M.  Valerius  Corvus  stand  out 
prominently.     Already  in  the  year  367  b.c.,  twenty-three 
years,  therefore,  after  the  burning  of  Rome,  the  Gauls, 
according  to  this  account,  appeared  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Alba.*     Camülus,  who  had  once  deprived  them  of  their 
spoils,  and  had  driven  them  with  victorious  hand  out  of 
Rome,  was  still  living,  and  had  reached  the  advanced  age 
of  fourscore  years.     He  was  now,  for  the  fifth  time,  named 
dictator,  and  displayed,  as  he  had  always  done,  his  great- 
ness as  a  warrior.    He  totally  defeated  the  barbarians,  and 
celebrated  a  glorious  triumph  in  that  same  year  in  which 
lie  had  contributed  towards  settling  the  internal  disputes 
which  ended  with  the  passing  of  the  Licinian  laws.' 

*  Polybiüs,  ii.  18.  See  a  full  account  in  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis's  Credibility  qf 
Early  Baman  History,  ii.  399  ff. 

*  Livy,  vi.  42.    Plutarch,  CamiU.,  40.    Zonaras,  vii.  24. 

"  It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  the  origin  of  this  story,  which  is  fictitious 
^m  beginning  to  end.  It  was  nothing  but  the  fact  that  in  367  b.c.  Camillus 
was  appointed  dictator,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  appears,  of  overawing  the  ple- 
beians. His  paneg3nrists  would  not  pass  by  this  opportunity  of  exhibiting  him 
as  a  great  hero.  Being  dictator,  it  was  natural,  they  thought,  that  he  should 
have  gained  a  victory  and  a  triumph.  They  cared  little  if  the  civil  history  of 
Kome  could  not  well  be  made  to  harmonise  with  the  pretended  military  exploit 
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The  second  invasion  of  the  Gauls  took  place  six  years 
later,  in  361  B.c.'  They  advanced  as  far  as  the  Anio,  a  few 
miles  from  Borne.  Here  it  "was  that  a  gigantic  Gaul  chal- 
lenged the  best  man  among  the  Bomans  to  single  combat, 
and  was  vanquished  by  the  young  T.  Manlius,  who  stripped 
the  barbarian  of  his  golden  necklace  {torques)  and  thus 
gained  the  surname  Torquatus.  Terror  seized  the  army 
of  the  enemy.     They  fled  under  the  cover  of  night.* 

The  third  invasion  of  the  Gauls  took  place  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  360  b.c.,  the  thirtieth  after  the  burning  of  Eome, 
i,e.  the  same  year  in  which,  according  to  Polybius,  the 
Gauls  returned  for  the  first  time.     But  while  Polybius 
knows  of  no  engagement  during  this  year,  and  only  says 
that  the  Bomans  did  not  venture  to  march  against  their 
enemies,  Livy*  tells  of  a  victory  of  the  dictator  Q.  Servilius 
and  of  a  triumph  of  the  consul  C.  Poetelius  over  the  Gauls 
and  Tiburtines.     Two  years  later,  358  b.c.,  the  Gauls  were 
again  beaten   at  Pedum,   and  the   dictator  C.   Sulpicius 
triumphed.*     The  same  story  is  repeated  in  the  year  350 
b.c.,  under  the  consul  M.  Popilius  Lsenas.*     At  last,  in  the 
year  349  b.c.,  the  son  of  Camillus,  L.  Furius  Camillus,  gains 
a  decisive  victory  over  the  Gauls,^  after  which  they  do  not 
renew  their  attacks.     The  pretended  victory  of  L.  Furius 
Camillus  coincides  chronologically  with  the  second  iuva- 
sion  of  the  Gauls  mentioned  by  Polybius,  when,  according 
to  this  writer,  no  engagement  took  place,  but  the  enemy 
retreated  like  a  band  of  robbers  on  finding  the  Bomans 
prepared  to  receive  them.      Livy,  however,  by  way  of  a 
prelude  to  the  victory  of  the  Bomans,  relates  the  single 
combat  of  M.  Valerius  with  the  Gallic  champion,  in  which 


of  Camillus.  The  »t-ory  of  Manlius  Torquatus,  which,  like  all  popular  tales, 
had  no  fixed  place  in  the  annals,  was  referred  by  some  writers  to  this  Isst  war 
of  Camillus  with  the  Gauls. 

'  Livy,  vii.  9.  *         , 

*  According  to  Livy*s  account,  no  battle  was  fought.  Nevertheless  ihr 
mendacious  Capitoline  Fasti  report  a  triumph  of  the  dictator  T.  Quinctius 
Pennus  over  the  GFauls. 

*  Livy,  vii.  11.        *  Livy  (vii.  13-16)  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  battle. 

*  Livy,  vii.  23.  ■  Livy,  vii.  26. 
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a  raven  descends  on  the  helmet  of  the  Boman,  and  with  his  CHAP, 
claws  and  beak  gashes  the  face  of  the  Gaul  during  the 
fight.  That  the  whole  battle  and  the  victory  of  L.  Furius 
Camillus  are  as  authentic  as  this  single  combat  is  more 
than  probable.  At  all  events  the  account  of  Polybius 
throws  grave  doubts  on  a  victory  which  is  not  the  less 
suspicious  as  sharing  the  legendary  character  of  all 
accounts  of  Gb.llic  wars  in  which  a  Furius  Camillus  is 
mentioned.* 

Theresulfc  of  our  investigations  is,  that  the  whole  of  the  These 
six  wars  with  the  Gauls,  as  Livy  relates  them,  are  not  ^^^^n- 
much  more  than  stop-gaps  marking  points  at  which  the  Wstorical 
empty  annals  of  the  old  time  have  been  filled  up  with  edify- 
ing and  patriotic  matter.     We  can  therefore  infer  that  a 
considerable  part  of  the  other  wars  is  equally  apocryphal, 
and  we  may  perhaps  have  the  satisfaction  of  thinking  that 
there  were  no  wars  to  relate,  and  that  the  Eomans  had 
now  and  then  a  little  breathing  time. 

*  The  first  event  in  the  history  of  Rome  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
contemporary  Greeks  was  the  destruction  of  Rome  by  the  Gaols.  Aristotle  men- 
tions it,  and  calls  the  deliverer  of  Rome  Lucius.  Niebuhr  (Rom.  GeschT,  iii.  93 ; 
Knglish  tr.,  iii.  80)  8Tipt)oses  that  by  this  Lucius  is  to  be  understood  L.  Furius 
Camillus,  the  son  of  the  great  M.  Furius  Camillus,  and  that  the  battle  of  849 
B.c.  was  so  decisive  that  it  could  be  looked  upon  as  the  act  of  deliverance 
which  finally  put  an  end  to  the  danger  of  Gallic  invasions.  We  do  not  venture 
to  decide  how  the  statement  of  Aristotle  is  to  be  explained.  But  if,  as  we 
think,  the  victory  of  349  b.c.  is  fictitious,  it  follows  that  Aristotle  cannot  have 
referred  to  L.  Furius  Camillus. 
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It  has  been  already  said'  that  in  the  received  acconnt  of  the 
devastation  cansed  by  the  Gauls,  the  mischief  done  by  the 
barbarians  has  been  very  much  exaggerated.  The  narrators 
have  had  a  sort  of  pleasure  in  representing  the  distress  of 
the  Bomans  as  quite  overwhelming.  The  Grauls  are  said 
to  have  destroyed  not  only  all  that  was  combustible,  but 
to  have  demolished  the  fortifications  and  the  town  walls.' 
We  are  even  assured  '  that  the  greater  number  of  citizens 
perished,  and  that,  after  the  retreat  of  the  Gauls,  the 
pressure  of  famine  led  to  the  desperate  resolution  of  throw- 
ing all  the  old  men  from  sixty  years  upwards  into  the 
Tiber.*  A  popular  legend  •  related  that  Fidense,®  Ficulea, 
and  other  insignificant  neighbouring  towns  were  en- 
couraged by  the  distress  of  Borne  to  desire  a  number  of 
Boman  virgins  in  marriage,  and  advanced  with  an  army 
to  the  town,  to  back  their  demand  by  the  display  of  force; 
that  the  Bomans,  unable  to  refuse  the  demands  of  their 
neighbours,  sent  a  number  of  female  slaves,  dressed  as 
Boman  virgins,  into  the  hostile  camp  before  the  gates,  and 
that  these,  having  made  the  enemy  drunk,  deprived  them 
of  their  arms,  and  gave  a  signal  to  the  Bomans,  who  rushed 
out  of  the  city  and  cut  them  down  in  their  sleep. 

"  See  p.  276.  *  Zonaraa,  vii.  21.  f  Diodorus,  xiv.  116. 

*  FeatuB,  0.  y.  sexagenarias,  p.  334,  ed.  Müller. 

*  VaiTO,  LtTtg.  Lat,  vi.  18.  Plutarch,  Rom.,  29 ;  Camill.,  33.  Maciobius, 
i.  1 1,  36  flf.  PolyanuB,  viii.  30.  The  story  is  an  »tiological  myth,  intended  to 
explain  historically  the  origin  of  a  religious  festival,  celebrated  every  year  on 
the  nones  of  July.  See  Schwegler,  Rom,  Gesch.,  i.  p.  38,  Anm.  2 ;  p.  Ö33,  Ajim. 
16,  18;  iii.  272. 

*  Fidense  had  been  long  destroyed,  see  above,  p.  238. 
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Such  stories,  of  course,  deserve  no  credence.     Neverthe-     CHAP. 

II 
less  it  is  certain  that  the  retreat  of  the  Gauls  was  followed  > — ^ — * 

by  a  time  of  misery  and  great  distress.    Wherever  the     334  b.c. 
bai'barians  had  penetrated,  they  had  no  doubt  destroyed  or  ^^t^^^^ihe 
carried  off  all  the  com,  killed  the  cattle,  and  burnt  the  mischief. 
houses.     When  the  Eomans  returned  to  their  homes,  they 
were  in  the  position  of  men  who  have  been  visited  by 
murrain,  failure  of  the  crops,  and  conflagration  all  at  once. 
Yet  the   organism  of   the   commonwealth   was  unhurt. 
The  spirit  of  the  Boman  people  still  lived,  and  soon  began 
to  reinvigorate  the  body  of  the  state,  and  to  repeople  the 
old  sacred  place.    Nor  was  the  courage  of  the  senate 
broken.     Only  one  idea  animated  the  best  men  of  Rome. 
They  set  to  work  to  establish  the  state  anew,  to  rebuild 
the  town,  and  to  reassert  their  commanding  position  among 
their  allies  and  neighbours. 

Yet  if  we  can  believe  our  authorities,  the  people  were  Story 
by  no  means  unanimous  in  their  resolution  to  restore  the  proposed 
destroyed  town,  and  to  cling  to  the  old  centre  of  the  state,  emigration 
with  which  the  memories  of  the  past  and  the  hopes  of 
future  greatness  were  connected.     The  plebs,  instigated  by 
the  tribunes,  wished  to  leave  the  heap  of  ruins  on  the 
Tiber,  and  to  emigrate  to  Veii.     There  a  new  Rome  was 
to  arise  in  a  healthy,   strong   situation   and  a  fruitful 
country,  where  they  could  hope  to  found  a  free  common- 
wealth on  new  principles,  free  from  the  trammels  and 
traditions  of  the  past.  In  vain  Camillns  brought  the  power 
of  his  eloquence  and  the  weight  of  his  authority  to  bear 
against  a  plan  which  betrayed  the  un-Eoman  and  impious 
spirit  of  its  authors.     The  question  was  about  to  be  put 
to  the  vote  in  the  senate,  and  perfect  stillness  reigned  in 
the  curia.     Then  the  voice  of  a  centurion,  calling  to  his 
soldiers,  was  heard  from  the  Forum,  *Here  we  vdll  remain.' 
These  words  were  accepted  by  the  senate,  and  also  by  the 
people,  as  an  omen  and  a  divine  decision.     The  work  of 
restoration  was  cheerfully  begun  and  finished  vdthin  a 
year.      Every  citizen  built  according  to  his  fancy,  and 
took  the  materials  wherever  he  could  find  them.     The 
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direction  of  the  old  streets  had  disappeared  among  the 
ruins.  The  new  streets  arose  without  regularity,  and  with- 
out regard  to  the  line  of  the  old  sewers.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  Borne  in  the  time  of  the  emperors  was  a  town 
of  narrow,  crooked,  and  irregular  streets.  Special  care  was, 
however,  bestowed  on  the  temples.  They  were  cleared  of 
all  rubbish,  restored,^  and  newly  consecrated.  The  Capitol, 
at  that  part  where  the  Gauls  had  scaled  it,  was  strengthened 
by  huge  substructions,  which  moved  the  wonder  of  suc- 
ceeding generations. 

The  story  of  the  intended  emigration  to  Veii  we  have 
already  met  with  immediately  after  the  conquest  of  this 
town,  when  the  question  arose,  how  the  patricians  should 
manage  to  have  the  newly  acquired  lands  for  their  ex- 
clusive use  and  benefit.  We  have  already  expressed  *  the 
suspicion  that  it  is  only  a  misrepresentation  of  facts  by 
the  annalists,  when  they  speak  of  the  intention  of  the 
plebeians  of  dividing  the  Boman  state  into  two  parts,  and 
of  making  Veii  the  seat  of  half  the  senate  and  of  half 
the  Boman  nation.  Such  an  absurd  plan  never  was  con- 
ceived by  the  practical  plebeians.  What  they  wanted  was 
to  have  a  share  in  the  Veientine  land,  a  desire  which  the 
ruling  class  at  last  were  obliged  to  agree  to,  by  giving  to 
th^  plebs  allotments  of  seven  jugera  a  head.  But,  after 
their  usual  custom,  the  patricians  had  tried  to  take  away 
with  one  hand  what  they  had  given  with  the  other ;  and  so 
it  appears  that  the  seven  jugera  of  the  Veientine  land  were 
handed  over  to  the  plebeians,  not  as  full  property,  but 
incumbered  with  a  tithe.' 

Now,  after  the  destruction  of  the  city  by  the  Gauls,  the 
question  in  dispute,  which  bad  not  yet  been  solved,  came 
up  again.  The  plebeians  once  more  urged  their  claim  of 
freehold  property,  but  it  was  again  rejected,  and  it 
seemed  that  the  first  bruliant  conquest  of  the  Boman  arms 


*  This  was  a  good  opportunity  to  introduce  into  tlie  temples  alleged  mono- 
ments  of  the  bygone  ages.  Who  knows  what  sculptures,  inscriptions,  and  relics 
were  made  now,  or  subsequently,  under  the  plea  of  restoration  ? 

'  See  above,  p.  259.  '  See  above,  p.  260. 
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was  to  be  tamed  to  the  exclusive  advantage  of  the  ruling     chap. 
class.     If,  accordingly,  we  consider  the  whole  story  of  the 


intended  emigration  to  Veii  as  a  misrepresentation  of  the  ^®*  ^'^' 
events  in  the  patrician  interest,  it  is  quite  clear  that  we 
must  look  upon  the  subsequent  story  of  Manlius  as  equally 
distorted  to  suit  the  views  and  interests  of  the  patricians. 
We  shall  find  that  the  policy  of  Manlius,  far  from  being 
dangerous  to  the  republic,  and  aiming  at  the  restoration 
of  the  monarchy,  was  directed  to  the  improvement  of  the 
economical  position  of  the  plebeians,  that  it  was  an 
attempt  to  settle  the  land  question,  and  that  it  anti- 
cipated the  measure  of  Sextius  and  Licinius,  which  was 
carried  only  eighteen  years  later. 

The  story  of  M.  Manlius,  as  reported  by  Livy,'  runs  as  The  story 
foUows.  When  the  restoration  of  the  town  had  been  JiÜJuub. 
determined  upon,  after  the  retreat  of  the  Gauls,  a  bad 
time  came  for  the  Eoman  plebeians.  They  had  to  replace 
their  houses,  stables,  and  barns,  their  agricultural  imple- 
ments, and  their  cattle,  at  a  time  when  it  was  difficult  for 
them  even  to  get  food  to  support  themselves  and  their 
families.  There  was  no  escape.  They  were  obliged  to 
borrow  from  the  patricians,  and  their  debts  reduced  them 
to  a  state  of  great  dependence  on  their  creditors.  The 
high  rates  of  interest  and  the  cruel  laws  of  debt  drove 
them  further  and  further  on  the  downward  path.  The 
privileged  class  saw  this  misery  of  their  fellow-citizens 
without  compassion.  Bowed  down  by  the  weight  of  their 
debts,  oppressed  by  military  service  and  taxes,  excluded 
from  the  honours  and  advantages  of  the  commonwealth, 
the  plebeians  were  in  a  situation  only  too  likely  to  foster 
the  feeling  of  discontent,  and  to  invite  them  to  overthrow 
the  existing  order  of  the  state.  In  this  distress  they 
found  a  friend  in  one  of  the  foremost  families  of  the 
patrician  nobility,  M.  Manlius,  the  deliverer  of  the 
Capitol,  distinguished  by  his  heroism,  which  had  been  dis- 
played in  numberless  battles,  had  not  been  admitted  since 


'  Livy,  vi.  14. 
VOL.  I.  X 
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BOOK  his  consulship  392  B.c.  to  any  public  honours,  and  had  the 
humiliation  of  seeing  his  rival  CamiUus,  the  champion  of 
the  nobility,  preferred  before  him  on  ever j  occasion.  Be- 
solving,  therefore,  to  join  the  popular  party,  he  took 
counsel  with  the  tribunes  for  relieving  the  misery  of  the 
common  people  by  grants  of  land  and  a  remission  of 
debts.  He  held  meetings  with  the  leaders  of  the  plebs  in 
his  house  on  the  Capitol.  He  accused  those  of  his  own 
class  of  having  embezzled  the  money  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  Gauls,  and  he  tried  in  every  way  to  gain  the 
favour  of  the  common  people.  One  debtor,  whom  he  saw 
being  led  away  into  prison,  he  immediately  set  free  with 
his  own  money.  Then  he  sold  his  estate  near  Yeii,  and 
endowed  400  poor  plebeians  with  the  proceeds.  He  de- 
clared that,  as  long  as  he  possessed  anything,  no' plebeian 
should  suffer  distress.  These  proceedings  assumed  at  last 
such  a  threatening  aspect  that,  in  order  to  guard  the  town 
against  insurrection,  the  senate  recalled  the  dictator  A. 
Cornelius  Cossus,  who  was  just  then  in  the  field  fighting 
against  the  Yolscians.  The  dictator  summoned  Manlius 
before  his  tribunal,  accused  him  of  falsely  and  maliciously 
libelling  the  patricians,  and  ordered  him  to  be  cast  into 
prison.  But  now  the  sympathy  of  the  people  for  Manlius 
became  alarming.  Tumults  ai'ose  in  the  streets.  Crowds 
assembled  before  the  prison,  and  would  leave  the  place 
neither  day  nor  night.  The  senate  thought  it  too  hazardous 
to  persist,  and  Manlius  was  set  free.  But  the  prison  had  not 
damped  his  courage ;  it  had  only  roused  his  anger.  He 
continued  to  stir  up  the  multitude,  and  it  seemed  as  though 
he  could  not  rest  until  he  had  broken  the  power  of  the 
patricians.  He  aimed,  it  was  thought,  even  higher.  After 
the  overthrow  of  the  nobuity,  so  at  least  his  opponents 
averred,  he  wished  to  make  himself  king  of  Bome  by 
the  favour  of  the  plebs.  This  fear  alarmed  the  minds 
even  of  his  own  friends.  The  people  began  to  tremble  for 
their  freedom.  Two  tribunes  of  the  people  accused  Manlius 
of  high  treason  before  the  comitia  of  centuries.  But  the 
people  could  not  condemn  the  deliverer  of  the  Capitol  in 
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face  of  its  very  walls.    The  accusers  then  removed  the     chap. 

assembly  of  the  people  to  the  grove  of  Poetelius,  from  , ^: , 

which  the  Capitol  was  not  visible,  and  here  Manlius  was  ^^*  ^•^• 
condemned.  He  atoned  for  his  enterprise  with  his  life. 
From  the  height  of  the  rocks  which  he  had  heroically 
defended  on  that  memorable  night,  he  was  hurled  down  as 
a  traitor  to  his  country.  Yet  more ;  his  name  was  branded 
with  infamy.  His  cousins  of  the  Manlian  house  deter- 
mined never  again  to  adopt  Marcus  as  a  name.  His  abode 
on  the  Capitol  was  razed  to  the  ground,  and  it  was  de- 
creed that  no  patrician  should  henceforth  dwell  on  the 
Capitol.  Thus  ended  the  life  of  Manlius,  the  deliverer  of 
Kome,  the  humane  friend  of  an  oppressed  people,  con- 
demned by  this  very  people  to  die  the  death  of  a  traitor. 

The  preceding  story  is  one  that  raises  serious  doubts  Difficulties 
regarding  its  credibility  and  impartiality.  One  thing  is  tradictions 
certain,  that  Manlius  was  an  advocate  of  tiie  liberties  of  the  ^^  ^^® . 

,      ,  ,  ,      narrative. 

plebs.  Is  it  likely  that  the  plebeian  tribunes  acted  as  his 
prosecutors,  and  that  the  people  in  the  comitia  centuriata 
condemned  him?  We  should  have  a  very  mean  opinion  of 
the  Boman  plebeians  if  we  could  think  them  capable  of 
sacrificing  their  best  Mends  upon  charges  so  frivolous  as 
those  which  the  enemies  of  Manlius  brought  against 
him.*  But  still  more  contemptible  would  they  appear  if 
-we  could  believe  the  account  which  makes  them  incline  to 
mercy  so  long  as  the  Capitol  is  in  sight,  and  forget  his 
services  as  soon  as  the  assembly  is  held  in  a  place  from 
which  the  scene  of  his  heroism  is  not  visible.  Were  they 
likely  to  be  tricked  so  easily  ?  Could  they  condemn  him, 
and  yet  remain  so  much  convinced  of  his  innocence  that 
they  ascribed  a  plague  which  visited  Eome  in  the  next 
year  to  the  anger  of  the  gods  at  his  condemnation?  ^ 

These  considerations  lead  as  to  suspect  that  the  assem-  Th®  «>n- 
bly  which  condemned  Manlius  to  death  was  different  from  of  M^m-^^ 
the  comitia  of  centuries,  which,  according  to  the  received  ^^^®- 
story,  refused  to  find  him  guilty.     This  conclusion  is  con- 

>  Livy  (vi.  20)  admits  that  the  charge  was  not  made  out. 
«  Livy,  vi.  20. 
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firmed  by  some  direct  evidence.  The  assembly  in  the 
Pceteline  Grove*  is  called  a  *  concilium  populi/  a  term 
which  applies  exclusively  to  the  patrician  assembly  of 
the  curiffi.*  Yet  more,  according  to  an  account  preserved 
by  Livy  himself,  the  prosecutors  of  Manlius  were  the 
*  duumviri  perduellionis.'  The  office  of  these  duumviri 
dated  from  the  regal  period,  and  had  almost  been  forgotten 
since  the  establishment  of  the  republic.  The  duumviri 
could  bring  Manlius  to  trial  only  before  the  patrician 
assembly  of  curiae.'  By  a  stretch  of  power  the  patricians 
might  claim  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  the  assembly  over 
a  member  of  their  own  body,*  although  the  comitia  of 
centuries  were  competent  since  the  decemviral  legislation 
to  try  capital  cases  involving  the  life  of  a  citizen.*  If  so, 
Manlius  was  not  put  to  death,  as  Livy  reports,  by  being 
hurled  down  from  the  rock  of  the  CapitoL  This  report 
was  only  an  inference  from  the  assumed  fact  that  Manlius 
was  found  guilty  on  the  prosecution  of  the  tribunes,  for 
that  was  the  mode  of  execution  adopted  by  the  tribunes. 
It  is  stated  by  Cornelius  Nepos  ^  that  Manilas  was  scourged 
to  death,  as  were  of  old  all  those  condemned  for  treason  to 
the  state.^ 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
guut  or  the  innocence  of  Manlius.  If  he  was  accused, 
judged,  and  put  to  death  by  his  political  opponents,  he 
stands  acquitted  of  the  crime  of  having  aspired  to  absolute 
power.  He  was,  no  doubt,  as  innocent  of  it  as  the  other 
victims  of  aristocratic  vindictiveness  before  and  after  him, 
who  were  charged  with  the  same  offence,  as  Sp.  Cassius, 
Sp.  Mselius,  and  the  Gracchi.  We  may  be  sure  that  such 
an  accusation  was  not  even  brought  against  him,  but 
that  it  is  entirely  an  invention  of  later  historians.  In 
certain  times  certain  crimes  are  inconceivable.®    When 

*  If  this  grove  was  situated  as  Livy  says,  outside  the  Potta  Plument&na,  the 
Capitol  would  be  visible  from  it. 

*  Schwegler,  Rom.  Gesch.,  ii.  85.  ■  Schwegler,  Bom,  Gesch.,  iii.  294. 

*  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  ii.  180.  *  Cicero,  Be  Leg.,  iii.  19,  44. 

*  Gellius,  xviii.  21,  24.  *  Suetonius,  Nero,  49. 

*  Could  any  English  politician  of  the  present  century  be  seriously  charged 
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the  republican  goyernment  was  firmly  established   and     CHAP. 

had  lasted  for  some  generations,  no  Roman  could  enter-  v. ^ — , 

tain  the  idea  of  upsetting  it  and  establishing  a  monarchy  ^^*  "•^* 
in  its  place.  There  was  a  steadiness  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Boman  constitution  (in  glaring  contrast 
with  the  oscillations  to  which  most  Greek  states  were  ex- 
posed), which  excluded  even  the  thought  of  tyranny,  so  long 
as  the  dominion  of  Rome  was  confined  to  Italy.  We  may 
therefore  be  convinced  that,  whatever  the  charge  was 
which  the  duumviri  perduellionis  brought  against  Manlius, 
it  was  not  that  which  the  annalists,  writing  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Greek  impressions,  assigned. 

It  was  the  all  but  general  impression  among  Boman  The 
writers  that  Manlius  was  guuty  of  treason,*  but  the  opposite  ^J^,^^ 
view  has  also  advocates  among  ancient  writers.  QuinctiKan 
says  that  it  was  his  popularity  which  was  interpreted  as 
a  proof  of  his  ambition ;  '  and  the  annotation  which  the 
grammarian  Servius '  made  in  later  times  to  his  Virgil, 
<  that  Manlius  fell  a  victim  to  the  vengeance  of  his  ene- 
mies,' was  surely  not  invented  by  him,  but  extracted  from 
some  source  which  was  not  clouded  by  patrician  party 
hatred.  What  were  the  real  aims  of  Manlius,  it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  make  out  with  perfect  certainty,  con- 
sidering the  evidence  we  have  at  our  command.  Perhaps 
he  had  already  in  view  the  division  of  the  consulate 
between  patricians  and  plebeians,  as  that  had  been  the 
proposition  of  the  popular  party  half  a  century  before,  and 
was  carried  less  than  twenty  years  after  his  death ;  but 
that  he  intended  to  relieve  the  pecuniary  distress  of  the 
plebeians,  and  especially  to  reform  the  agrarian  laws  with 
regard  to  the  use  of  the  common  lands,  may  be  considered 
tolerably  certain.*      The   accusation  which  Livy  brings 

with  entertaining  plans  for  npsetting  the  constitution  of  England  and  acting 
the  pait  of  a  Napoleon  ? 

1  Liyy,  vi.  11,  and  throughout  his  narratire.  Plutarch,  Cam.f  36.  Gellius, 
ZTÜ.  21,  24.    Valer.  Max.,  vi.  3,  1.    Zonaras,  vii.  24. 

^  Quinctilian,  y.  9,  13:  *Spurii  Mselii  Marcique  Manlii  popularitas  signum 
affectati  regni  est  existimatum.' 

*  Servins,  ad  Virg.  ^n.,  viii.  652 :  *  Manlius  inimicorum  oppressus  factions.' 

*  In  387  B.c.,  three  years  before  the  death  of  Manlius,  four  new  tribunes 
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which  the  tribunes  had  always  found  matter  for  oivil  quar- 
rels, he  had  begun  also  to  undermine  the  public  credit,* 
agrees  fully  with  the  speeches  which  that  historian,  adopt- 
ing the  reports  of  the  older  narrators,  puts  into  his  mouth.* 
Appian  ascribes  to  Manlius  a  proposal  according  to  which 
the  debts  were  simply  to  be  cancelled,  or  paid  by  the  state 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  common  land.'  Considered 
in  this  light,  the  report  that  Manlius  sold  his  estates  near 
Veii,  and  bestowed  the  proceeds  upon  four  hundred  poor 
plebeians,  becomes  especially  significant.  For  if  Manlius, 
like  his  successors  Sextus  and  Licinius,  wished  to  limit 
the  possessions  of  the  patricians  in  the  common  land  for 
the  benefit  of  the  plebeians  (a  limitation  which,  as  shown 
above,  could  refer  only  to  newly  acquired  domains,  espe- 
cially therefore  to  domains  in  the  district  of  Veii),  it  is 
possible  that  he  began  by  giving  the  example  and  parcel- 
ling out  his  own  possessions  to  poor  occupiers.*  Perhaps 
Manlius  freed  from  rents  those  of  his  clients  who  had 
settled  on  his  land,  making  them  practically  freeholders. 
But  such  a  proceeding  was,  in  the  eye  of  the  nobility, 
treason  to  the  interests  of  his  own  class,  and  deserved 
to  be  punished  with  inexorable  severity. 
Rcsnlts  If  this  was  the  object  of  the  nobility,  it  was  soon  shown 

murder  of   that  they  had  protected  their  supposed  interests  only  for 
Manlius.     ^  ^qjj  ghort  time  at  the  expense  of  the  noblest  blood.    For 
the  moment  the  judicial  murder  of  Manlius  might  intimi- 
date the  popular  party ;  but  where  a  whole  people  puts 

were  added  to  the  Roman  territory.    Agrarian  agitations  preceded  and  foUowed 
this  measure. — ^Livy,  vi.  6,  6. 

>  Liyy,  yi.  11 :  '  Non  contentus  agrariis  legibus,  qxue  materia  semper  tribonis 
plebi  seditionum  fuisset,  fidem  moliri  ccepit.' 

*  Livy,  Ti.  14:  'Nee  iam  (patres)  possidendis  agris  contentos  esse/  and 
Livy,  Ti.  18,  where  Manlius  addresses  the  plebeians:  '  Quot  enim  dientea circa 
eingulos  fiiistis  patronos,  tot  nunc  adversus  unum  hostem  eritis.' 

■  Appian,  ii.  9. 

*  There  are  examples  of  land-owners  who  set  their  serfs  free  by  making 
them  freeholders  of  the  land  occupied  by  them,  in  order  to  promote  the  aboli- 
tion of  yiUenage.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  did  this  recently  on  the  grandest 
scale. 
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forward  claims  indispntablj  equitable,  it  is  not  possible  to     CHAP. 
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repress  them  long  bj  terror.  Scarcely  was  Manlius 
murdered,  than  we  see  traces  again  of  new  struggles  for 
improving  the  condition  of  the  poor  citizens.  As  a  cop- 
cession  of  the  patricians,  and  to  avoid  more  extensive 
demands,  a  commission  was  appointed  in  the  following 
year  to  divide  the  Pomptine  district  among  the  people,  and 
another  to  send  a  colony  to  Nepete.' 

Before  any  general  measure  could  be  proposed  for  the  Relief  of 
relief  of  debtors  on  a  large  scale,  it  was  of  course  neces-  ®  ****"*• 
sary  to  ascertain  what  was  the  amount  of  debts  under 
which  the  people  suffered.  This  could  be  done  only  by 
means  of  a  new  census,  in  which  the  real  property  of 
every  citizen  was  noted  down,  after  deducting  his  debts. 
Hence  we  find  that  in  the  year  380  b.c.'  disputes  began 
on  the  election  of  censors,  the  tribunes  insisting  on  the 
necessity  of  a  new  census,  and  the  patricians  endeavouring 
by  all  possible  artifices  and  manoeuvres  to  prevent  it. 
When  at  last  an  election  had  taken  place,  one  of  the 
censors  died,  and  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  with  a  new 
election.  This,  however,  wM  declared  vitiated,  because  an 
error  had  taken  place  in  the  formalities.  To  proceed  to  a 
third  election  would  have  been  an  act  of  impiety,'  as  it  was 
clear  that  the  gods  would  not  have  any  censors  for  this  year. 
It  was  of  no  avail  that  the  tribunes  protested  and  com- 
plained of  a  religious  trick  and  a  perversion  of  right.* 
Their  threats  to  prevent  a  levying  of  troops  were  power- 
less when  the  Prsenestines  appeared  before  the  gates  of 
Home  and  the  common  fatherland  was  in  danger.  The 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  indebtedness  had  to  be  post- 
poned, in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  popular  .party. 
Two  years  later   (378  b.c.)  the  same  disputes  about  the 

"  Livy,  Ti.  21.  •  Livr,  vi.  27. 

'.  Javj,  tI.  27  :  *  Collegam  snffici  censori  religio  erat ;  *  and  further  on : '  Tertios 
(censores)  creari,  velutdiis  non  accipientibus  in  earn  annum  censuram,  religio- 
0um  fait.*    A  good  illustration  of  the  meaning  of  religiosus ;  see  pp.  118,  120. 

*  Livy,  vi.  27  :  *  Eam  vero  ludificationem  plebis  tribuni  ferendam  negabant : 
Fugere,  senatum  testes  tabulas  publicas  census  cuiusqne,  quia  nolint  conspici 
summam  asris  alienii  que  indicatura  sit,  demersam  partem  a  parte  dvitatis.' 
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census  were  repeated,  and  a^in  with  the  same  result. 
The  census  was  prevented,  it  is  said,  by  an  invasion  of  the 
Volscians  into  the  Boman  territory.*  With  such  pertina- 
city did  the  Boman  patricians  defend  a  position  which 
became  daily  more  and  more  untenable,  and  which  was 
destined  in  a  short  time  to  yield  to  the  indefatigable 
attacks  of  the  popular  party. 

During  these  long  disputes  the  patrician  class,  as  also 
that  of  the  plebeians,  underwent  changes  which  altered  the 
relative  strength  and  character  of  parties.     The  number  of 
the  patricians  was  very  much  diminished.    As  a  class 
which  was  not  increased  by  new  blood  fix)m  without,  the 
patricians  paid  for  the  privilege  of  forming  an  exclusive 
hereditary  nobility  by  a  continual  diminution  of  their 
numbers,  whereas  the  numbers  of  the  plebeians  were  con- 
stantly increasing.     The  direct  results  of  the  Canuleian 
law    which   legalised  marriage  between  patricians  and 
plebeians  could  not  operate  effectually  in  increasing  the 
patrician  class  to  any  great  extent,  as  of  course  only  a  few 
of  the  prominent  families  of  the  plebs  were  admitted  to  rela- 
tionship with  the  patricians.  «On  the  other  hand,  through 
such    relationships   a  plebeian    nobility   was    gradually 
formed,  intimately  connected  with  a  number  of  patrician 
families.     Thus  the  plebs  gained  leaders  who  could  oppose 
the  old  conservative  nobility  with  much  greater  energy 
than  the  former  tribunes,  supported  by  the  plebs  alone. 
The  parties  which  always  had  existed  among  the  patricians 
themselves  became  more  marked,  and  the  one  which  was 
favourable  to  reform  joined  the  leaders  of  the  plebs.  That 
there  was  a  party  among  the  patricians  well  disposed 
to  the  people  is  seen  by  the  proceedings  of  Manlius,  who 
probably  did  not  stand  alone.     Since  the  establishment  of 
the   consular  tribuneship,   plebeians  had  gradually  been 
admitted  into  the  senate,  and  the  formation  of  a  plebeian 
nobility  had  begun. 

Whilst  thus  a  few  plebeian  families  attained  respec- 


Livy,  vi.  81. 
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tability,  wealth,  and  power,  the  majority  of  the  plebeians     CHAP, 
were,  since  the  burning  of  the  city  by  Üie  Gauls,  sunk  in 


debt  and  poverty,  and  this  situation  had  become  a  weapon  *^*  ®'^- 
in  the  hands  of  the  party  leaders.  Whoever  promised  Conditioii 
relief  fix>m  debt  could  be  sure  of  the  support  of  the  mass  of  piebs. 
the  people,  who  are  most  zealous  in  political  reforms  when 
they  Imagine  they  can  gain  material  advantages  by  them. 
In  the  year  384  B.C.,  Manlius  was  put  to  death,  and  the 
reforms  which  he  proposed  were  thrown  out  for  the  time. 
But  only  eight  years  later,  in  376  b.c.,  a  movement  began, 
which  not  merely  took  up  his  projects  for  improving  the 
material  condition  of  the  plebs,  but  aimed  at  a  higher 
object,  the  complete  equality  of  the  two  orders  of  citizens, 
an  object  which  the  leaders  of  the  plebs  had  never  lost 
sight  of  since  the  Terentilian  rogations,  but  which  it  still 
took  a  severe  struggle  of  several  years  to  realise. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THE   LICINIAN   LAWS,   366  B.c. 

The  details  of  the  constitutional  struggle  which  led  to 
the  Licinian  laws  are  lost  to  us,  like  most  of  the  incidents 
in  the  early  history  of  Eome  which  would  contribute  to 
make  it  attractive  and  interesting.  In  their  place  the  anna- 
lists have  preserved  a  number  of  irrelevant,  contradictory, 
untrustworthy,  and  incredible  statements,  which  it  is 
impossible  to  work  up  into  a  smooth  consistent  narrative. 
We  must  therefore  be  satisfied  if  we  can  succeed  in  tracing" 
so  much  of  the  leading  outline  of  events  as  will  enable  us 
to  understand  the  great  reform  effected  by  the  Licinian 
laws. 

Among  the  prominent  plebeian  families  which  had  at 
an  early  period  turned  to  advantage  the  liberties  gained 
by  the  plebeians,  were  the  Licinii.  A  certain  Licinius 
Calvus  was  one  of  the  first  tribunes,  in  the  year  493  b.c. 
In  the  year  481  s.o.  a  Licinius  was  again  elected  as 
tribune,  and  if  we  had  the  complete  list  of  these  magis- 
trates we  should  no  doubt  very  frequently  meet  with  the 
names  of  the  Licinii.  After  the  establishment  of  the 
consular  tribuneship  it  was  again  a  Licinius  who,  in  400 
B.c.,  was  the  first  plebeian  raised  to  this  dignity,  and  four 
years  later,  396  b.c.,  we  find  a  son  of  his  in  the  same  office. 
The  Licinians  had  no  doubt  early  gained  wealth,^  and 
therefore  it  may  be  readüy  supposed  that  they  connected 
themselves  by  marriage  with  the  noblest  patrician  houses. 
M.  Fabius  Ambustus,  one  of  the  consular  tribunes  who 

*  Licinius  Stolo  is  reported,  soon  after  the  passing  of  his  laws,  to  hare  been 
in  possession  of  1,000  jugera  of  land.  At  a  later  period  the  Licinii  belongt^i 
to  the  richest  families  in  Home.    The  rich  Grassos  was  a  Licinius. 
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had  commanded  in  the  unfortunate  battle  on  the  AUia,     CHAP, 
married  one  of  his  daughters  to  C.  Licinius  Stolo,  who  ^    ^V"  _  ^ 
filled  the  office  of  tribune  in  the  year  376   b.o.     This    ^^  ^'^' 
Licinius  and  his  colleague,  L.  Sextius,  supported,  no  doubt, 
by  a  liberal  party  amongst  the  nobility,  now  came  forward 
with  proposals  of  a  comprehensive  reform. 

The  first  law  was  intended  to  be  only  of  temporary  eflfect,  The  three 
and  to  put  an  end  to  the  existing  distress  of  the  poor  laws, 
debtors.  Starting  from  the  idea  that  to  take  interest  on  a 
loan  offends  a  natural  law  (a  view  which  was  widely 
received  in  ancient  times),  the  two  tribunes  proposed  that 
the  debtors  should  pay  back  only  the  capital  lent,  minus 
the  sums  paid  as  interest ;  the  rest  to  be  paid  in  three 
years,  probably  with  the  help  of  the  state.  The  second 
law  was  calculated  to  make  such  a  general  indebtedness 
as  now  existed  impossible  for  the  future.  It  aimed  at 
creating  the  largest  possible  number  of  freeholders,  and  at 
limiting  the  dependence  of  the  small  peasants  on  the  great 
landed  proprietors.  From  this  time,  therefore,  no  single 
Koman  citizen  was  to  occupy  more  than  five  hundred 
jugera  of  the  state  land.  This  law  made  it  possible  for  a 
larger  number  of  citizens  to  occupy  the  state  lands,  and  it 
placed  land  at  the  disposal  of  the  state  for  distribution. 
A  third  law  provided  that  the  office  of  consular  tribunes 
should  be  abolished,  and  the  consulship  re-established, 
with  the  very  important  addition  that  one  of  the  two 
consuls  should  always  be  a  plebeian. 

The  struggle  for  this  reform  lasted  ten  years,  if  we  may  Agitation 
believe  the  tradition.  During  the  first  half  of  this  period  ^l  ^^ 
the  patricians  strove  to  cause  a  division  among  the  tri- 
bunes, and  to  meet  the  proposals  of  Licinius  and  Sextius 
by  the  veto  of  some  of  their  colleagues.  These  manoeuvres 
compelled  Licinius  and  Sextius  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
extreme  power  which  their  office  placed  in  their  hands. 
They  stopped  the  election  of  all  patrician  magistrates 
during  five  consecutive  years,  so  that  the  state  during  this 
period  was  in  fact  without  government  and  order.  Not 
until  the  ever-watchful  enemies  of  Bome  availed  them- 
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.-   ,  *   .^  the  two  tribunes  consent  to  the  election  of  magistrates. 

366  B.c.  ß^^  g^m  jQ^^  ^  y^^  ^jjgy  gained  ground.  The  opposi- 
tion within  the  body  of  tribunes  was  at  length  sQenced. 
Then,  instead  of  moderating  their  proposals  and  of  drop- 
ping the  law  as  to  the  election  of  plebeian  consuls,  as  the 
patricians  wished,  they  pushed  their  demands  further,  and 
proposed  that  the  number  of  the  officers  for  regulating 
religious  festivals  should  be  increased  jBx>m  two  to  ten,  and 
should  be  divided  between  the  patricians  and  plebeians. 
The  opposition  of  the  patricians  was  most  pertinacious. 
They  tried  the  terrors  of  a  dictatorship  to  overawe  the 
leaders  of  the  plebs.  Camillus,  the  champion  of  the 
nobility,  was  selected  to  throw  the  weight  of  his  name  and 
influence  into  the  balance.  It  was  all  in  vain.  The  per- 
severance of  the  popular  party  triumphed  in  the  end.  The 
patricians  were  obliged  to  yield,  and  when  the  bills  had 
been  accepted  in  the  comitia  of  tribes,  the  senate  was 
compelled  to  sanction  them.  The  consular  elections  took 
place  according  to  the  new  laws.  One  of  the  two  elected 
was  L.  Sextius.  But  even  now  the  contest  was  not  ended. 
The  senate  refused  to  approve  the  election  of  L.  Sextius. 
Another  secession  was  imminent,  when  the  old  Camillus 
acted  as  mediator  and  peace-maker.  The  office  of  supreme 
judge  was  separated  fi-om  the  consulate,  and  under  the 
name  of  prsetorship,  which  from  the  beginning  of  the 
republic  had  been  the  title  of  the  chief  magistracy,  was 
reserved  for  the  patricians.  It  may  be  considered  a 
further  concession  to  the  nobility  that  to  the  plebeian 
eediles,  who  were  officers  of  police  and  assistants  of  the 
tribunes,  a  curule  office  of  patrician  sediles  was  added, 
charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  and  superintending 
the  public  games.  But  this  new  office  did  not  remain 
long  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  patricians.  It  was 
made  accessible  to  plebeians  almost  immediately. 

^f  th*"^^*^*^       The  long  dispute  was  thus  at  length  brought  to  an  end. 

dispute.  It  is  true,  something  still  remained  which  the  patricians 
had  saved  from  the  wreck.     They  stul  held  for  themselves 
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the  censorship,  the  preetorship,  and  the  principal  priest-     CHAP. 

hoods.     But  by  the  division  of  the  consulate  among  the  . ^'  ^ 

two  orders  the  dispute  was  settled  in  principle.  In  the  ^^^  ^•^• 
course  of  twentj-seven  years  (339  b.c.)  the  plebeians  became 
eligible  for  the  censorship,  two  years  later  (337  b.c.)  for  the 
office  of  preetor,  while  by  the  Ogulnian  law  (300  b.c.)  the 
admission  to  the  priestly  offices  was  opened  to  them.  The 
republican  constitution  had  now  attained  its  perfection. 
The  gulf  which  from  the  beginning  had  separated  the  two 
classes  was  bridged  over.  The  diJBFerence  between  patri- 
cians and  plebeians,  it  is  true,  was  not  yet  at  an  end,  but 
the  two  classes  were  no  longer  ranged  against  each  other 
as  hostile  parties.  The  old  opposition  was  done  away  with. 
A  new  era  began.  The  elements  of  the  Eoman  people 
assumed  other  forms.  A  new  nobility  arose.  The  place 
of  the  patricians,  the  nobles  by  race  and  descent,  was 
taken  now  by  a  nobility  of  office,  less  strictly  divided  from 
the  mass  of  the  people,  constantly  increased  by  the  acces- 
sion of  new  members,  but  not  less  decidedly  greedy  of 
power,  avaricious  and  stubborn  in  preserving  their  prepon- 
derance in  the  state,  and  as  consistent,  firm,  adroit,  and 
unscrupulous  in  promoting  the  greatness  and  power  of 
Home  abroad. 

The  reform  effected  by  the  Licician  laws  is  clear,  at  Details  of 
least  in  its  outlines  and  in  some  of  the  most  important  gie."  " 
parts.  It  was  impossible  for  the  annalists  to  misrepresent 
it,  as  the  laws  themselves  remained  its  permanent  evidence. 
But  the  details  of  the  constitutional  struggle  are  involved 
in  much  obscurity.  We  meet  here  with  the  same  idle 
stories,  exaggerations,  and  utterly  untrustworthy  and 
incredible  statements  which  the  annalists  have  generally 
imported  into  a  narrative  which  pretends  to  be  the  early 
history  of  the  Eoman  people.  The  anecdote  with  whiclx 
Livy  ^  introduces  his  story  is  badly  invented.  M.  Fabius 
Ambustus,  it  is  said,  had  married  his  eldest  daughter  to 
the  patrician  C.  Sulpicius  Rufus,  the  younger  to  the  ple- 
beian C.  Licinius  Stolo.   The  two  sisters  were  once  sitting 

'  Livy,  vi.  34, 
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talking  together  in  the  house  of  Sulpicins,  who  happened  at 
.   that  time  to  be  consular  tribune,  when  Sulpicius  acci- 
dentally returned  home  from  the  Forum,  and  his  lictor, 
according  to   custom,    knocked  with   his    fasces   loudly 
against  the  door  of  the  house,  to  announce  the  arrival  of 
his  master.     Frightened  at  the  noise,  which  she  was  un- 
accustomed to,  the  younger  sister  started,  and  excited  the 
mirth  and  derision  of  the  elder,  who  informed  her  of  the 
cause  of  the  noise.     Wounded  in  her  pride  and  humbled 
that  she,  the  wife  of  a  plebeian,  was  to  forego  the  pomp 
and  honour  of  official  rank,  she  rested  not  till  she  had 
instigated  her  father  as  well  as  her  husband  to  change  the 
order  of  things  in  Bome,  and  to  bring  about  a  reform  by 
which  she  would  be  able  to  show  herself  equal  to  the 
noblest  matrons. — This  story  does  not  stand  examination. 
How  could  the  daughter  of  M.  Fabius  Ambustus,  who 
himself  had  been  consular  tribune  four  years  before,  hare 
been  frightened  at  the  knocking  of  the  lictor  at  the  house- 
door,  or  have  felt  herself  degraded  by  marrying  a  man 
whose  family  had  already  held  the  chief  magistracy  in  the 
state,  and  who  could  expect  the  same  distinction  for  him- 
self 9     The  story  is  one  of  that  class  by  which  the  vulgar 
attempt  to  discover  the  cause  of  great  events  in  trivial  or 
accidental    circumstances.     It    is    characteristic   of   the 
ancient  historians  that  this  absurd  story  is  repeated  by 
Livy  and  his  successors  without  the  least  hesitation,  as  if 
it  were  perfectly  authenticated.^ 

Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  story  of  the  two 
daughters  of  Fabius,  whether  we  admit  or  reject  it,  the 
general  course  of  events  is  not  affected  by  it  in  the  least. 
But  it  is  not  so  with  regard  to  a  statement  which  seems 
to  have  been  generally  received  by  the  ancient  writers — a 
story  to  the  effect  that,  in  consequence  of  the  intercession 

*  The  story  is  discredited  by  Beaufort,  Dissertation  9ur  Vincrrtitude,  p.  308  ff. ; 
Niebuhr,  Bom,  Gesch.,  iii.  1 ;  English  translation,  iii.  1.  Sir  G.  C.  liOwis  {Crtdi- 
hUity  of  Early  Boman  History,  ii.  377)  says,  •  Anecdotes  of  this  kind,  which 
attribute  the  origin  of  great  events  to  trifling  incidents,  are  always  suspicioiL«, 
unless  they  are  supported  by  the  precise  testimony  of  original  witnesses,  which 
in  this  case  is  necessarily  wanting.' 
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of  the  tribunes,  the  Boman  state  was  five  years  without     CHAP, 
its  regular  magistrates.^     Our  difficulty  does  not  consist 


liere  in  seeing  the  impossibility  of  such  a  fact,  but  in  com-    ^^^  ^'^' 
prehending  how  sensible  men  could  assert,  without  hesi- 
tation, anything  so  foolish.     Livy,  haying  reported,  year 
after  year,  foreign  wars  and  internal  disputes,  now  relates 
that  the  government,  or  rather  the  history,  of  Bome  came 
to  a  standstill  for  five  years,  in  the  midst  of  the  hottest 
party  struggles,  and  in  the  midst  of  wars  with  national 
enemies  and  rebellious  allies.'    Such  an  event  would  have 
been  a  miracle,  not  less  palpable  than  the  cutting  of  a 
whetstone  with  a  razor ;  for  not  only  in  physical  nature, 
but  also  in  the  social  and  political  life  of  men,  there  are 
laws  determined  by  the  peculiarities  of  the  human  mind, 
which  cannot  be  set  aside  or  broken  without  a  miraculous 
interference  of  divine  power.     The  surging  waves  of  the 
stormy  sea  are  smoothed  down  more  easily  than  the  angry 
disputes  of  free  citizens.    The  sudden  appearance  of  an 
irresistible  force,  exercised  by  a  dictator,  a  tyrant,  a  C^sar 
or  a  Napoleon,  can  silence  social  disorder  with  surprising 
rapidity,  but  such  a  calm  cannot  be  produced  when  even 
the  accustomed  guardians  of  political  order  are  wanting. 

The  account  of  the  five  years  of  anarchy  is  therefore  to  ^«policy 
be  rejected  without  hesitation.  The  disarrangement  of  the  patricians. 
received  chronology  is  the  inevitable  result.  It  appears  that 
the  compilers  of  the  old  annals  found  themselves  obliged 
to  insert  five  years  in  order  to  make  their  calculations 
meet.  They  thought  the  present  moment  suitable,  and 
after  all  were  honest  enough  not  to  fill  up  the  inserted 
space  of  five  years  with  invented  names  of  magistrates, 
battles,  and  triumphs.    We  must  thank  them  for  this  self- 

*  Livj,  Ti.  35.  According  to  EntropiuB  (ii.  2)  and  2ionaTa8  (rii.  24),  the 
anarchy  lasted  only  four  years. 

»  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis  (Credibility  of  Early  Roman  History,  ii.  380)  says,  'At  a 
moment  of  violent  civil  discord,  anarchy  was  not  likely  to  produce  stillness  or 
torpor ;  nor  can  we  suppose  that  the  numerous  enemies  of  Eome  would  be  likely  to 
omit  such  an  opportunity  of  successful  attack.  The  received  account  of  these 
five  years  seems  to  involve  a  supposition  similar  to  the  idea  that  the  course  of 
time  can  be  arrested  by  stopping  the  clock.' 
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BOOK  control,  in  which  we  see  an  approach  to  the  restraint 
™'    ,  exercised  on  arbitrary  invention  by  historical  evidence. 

366  B.a  As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  tribnnes  brought  their 
proposals  before  the  people,  the  descriptions  of  the  his- 
torians are  by  no  means  clear  and  satisfactory.  By  the 
lex  Valeria  Horatia  of  the  year  449  b.c.,  which,  after  the 
fall  of  the  decemvirs,  had  entitled  the  assembly  of  tribes 
to  legislate  for  the  whole  community,  resolutions  of  the 
tribes  were  binding  for  the  state  as  soon  as  the  senate 
had  given  its  consent  {the  patrum  av^toritas),^  If  there- 
fore the  senate  was  unanimous,  it  could,  like  an  upper 
House  of  Parliament,  reject  every  law  proposed  by  the 
tribes.  But  the  senate  opposed  itself  by  such  a  proceed- 
ing so  openly  to  the  will  of  the  people  that  it  would  have 
called  forth  a  formidable  resistance.  It  is  therefore  not 
at  all  unlikely  that  the  patricians,  as  is  related,  adopted 
the  plan  of  opposing  the  measure  of  Licinius  and  Sextius, 
not  by  a  direct  negative  of  the  senate,  but  by  a  party 
among  the  plebeians  themselves.'  They  gained  over  to 
their  side  some  of  the  ten  tribunes,  and  were  thus  enabled 
to  oppose  the  tribunician  veto  to  the  tribunician  bUl,  a 
proceeding  by  which  the  progress  of  the  bill  was  stopped 
in  the  very  first  stage  and  which  prevented  it  from  officially 
reaching  the  senate.  We  are  told  that  this  opposition  in 
the  body  of  the  tribunes,  though  it  grew  weaker  year  by 
year,  was  yet  continufed;  nor  can  we  understand  how 
Licinius  and  Sextius  could  silence  it  without  an  act  of 
violence,  so  as  to  get  their  bill  accepted  by  the  comitia 
tributa  in  due  form. 

'  The  constitutional  law  of  the  Roman  republic  knows  nothing  of  the  neces- 
sity of  the  consent  of  one  popular  assembly  to  the  decisions  of  another.  There 
is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  theory,  commonly  propounded  by  modem 
writers,  that  the  assembly  of  curiae  had  the  right  of  giving  or  withholding  its 
sanction  to  a  TOte  of  the  tribes  or  centuries. 

'  The  policy  of  the  nobility,  which  resembles  a  conservative  opposition  in  a 
lower  House  of  Parliament,  was  well  understood  in  Rome  and  perhaps  practised 
as  early  as  the  period  in  question.  But  it  could  not  be  older  than  451  b.c., 
when  the  number  of  tribunes  was  raised  from  five  to  ten.  This  measure  would 
not  have  been  a  boon  to  the  plcbs,  if  it  had  been  possible  for  the  patricians, 
even  before  that  period,  to  find  partisans  among  the  limited  number  of  five 
tribunes.     See  p.  190,  note  2. 
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A  more  direct  opposition  on  the  side  of  the  senate  was 
a  sort  of  declaration  of  martial  law  in  the  form  of  a  nomi- 
nation of  dictators,  who  were  to  curb  the  plebs  with  their  ^®^  ^•^• 
unlimited  military  power.  Tor  this  purpose  Camillas,  it  l^ter  die- 
is  said,  was  nominated  twice,  and  P.  Manlius  once.  In  of  Gamil- 
these  transactions  Camillus  played  no  very  glorious  part  ^'**- 
as  the  champion  of  the  old  nobility.  The  first  time  he 
allowed  himself  to  be  intimidated  by  Licinius  and  Sextius, 
who  threatened  him  with  a  fine ;  or,  according  to  another 
report,  he  resigned,  under  the  pretext  of  a  fault  in  the 
formality  of  his  nomination."  The  second  time  he  advised, 
without  hesitation,  peace  and  compliance.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  dictatorship  of  P.  Manlius  looks  almost  like  an 
attempt  at  a  compromise,  as  he  had  for  his  Master  of  the 
Horse  the  plebeian  Licinius  Calvus  Stolo,  evidently  a  kins- 
man of  the  tribune  Licinius.  This  was  the  first  instance 
of  a  plebeian  being  raised  to  this  office,  and  it  marks  an 
important  advance  of  the  plebeian  rights.  But  what  P. 
Manlius  actually  accomplished,  and  whether  he  helped  to 
bring  about  a  final  arrangement,  is  not  stated.  Perhaps 
he  belonged  to  that  party  in  the  senate  which,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  staunch  adherents  of  the  obsolete  privileges 
of  the  nobility,  understood  the  requirements  of  the  times. 

Such  a  party  has  existed  in  every  aristocracy  both  in  old  Liberal 
and  modem  times,  as  it  will  always  exist  so  long  as  human  the  »enate. 
nature  remains  unchanged  and  the  impulses  of  men  are 
drawn  in  two  different  directions — in  other  words,  so 
long  as  attachment  to  old-established  institutions  and  a 
desire  of  improvement  and  progress  divide  the  human 
breast.  The  Eoman  aristocracy  was  no  exception  to  this 
rule.  It  is  true  we  have  but  scanty  information  of  the 
state  of  parties  among  the  leading  patricians  in  the 
earlier  period.  We  do  not  know  the  strength  of  the 
Liberals  amongst  them.  But  we  may  be  convinced  that 
men  like  Sp.  Cassius,  the  Valerii,  Horatius,  M.  Manlius, 
and  Appius  Claudius,  were  not  without  friends  and  ad- 

*  Livy,  vi.  38.     On  a  third  version,  contained  in  a  fragment  of  the  fasti 
Capitolini,  see  Niebuhr,  Bom,  Gesch.^  iii.  31 ;  Euccliäh  translation,  iii.  26. 

VOL.  I.  Y 
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herents.  This  Liberal  party  acquired  a  great  accession  of 
strength  after  the  establishment  of  the  consular  tribune- 
ship,  and  after  the  Canuleian  law,  which  made  marriages 
between  the  two  classes  lawful.  There  were  now  not  only 
patrician  friends  of  the  plebeians,  but  also  real  plebeians 
in  the  senate,  and  it  may  be  surmised  that  the  reform 
question  was  as  warmly  debated  within  the  precincts  of 
the  senate  as  on  the  Eorum.  The  tribunes  of  the  people 
were  at  this  time  no  longer  confined  to  seats  outside  the 
door  of  the  senate-house.  They  had  admission  to  the 
sittings,  perhaps  even  the  right  to  summon  the  senate ;  at 
any  rate  they  could  easily,  through  the  presiding  magis- 
trates, cause  their  motions  to  be  laid  before  the  senate. 
If  P.  Manlins — as  we  may  infer  from  his  appointing  a 
plebeian  as  master  of  the  horse — ^was  selected  to  succeed 
Camillus  in  the  dictatorship,  because  he  belonged  to  a  less 
conservative  party,  it  is  clear  that  the  popular  party  was 
at  this  time  very  largely  and  influentially  represented  in 
the  senate,  and  that  the  time  had  really  come  when  the 
demands  of  the  plebeian  body  could  no  longer  be  evaded 
with  safety. 

The  propositions  of  Licinius  and  Seztius  were  at  length 
made  law  in  due  form,  though  not  without  some  important 
modifications.  If  we  ask  what  were  the  several  provisions 
of  the  laws  called,  after  their  originator,  *the  Licinian 
laws,'  we  are  again  disappointed  by  the  unsatisfactory 
answer  which  the  meagreness  of  the  evidence  at  our 
command  constrains  us  to  give.  Only  one  of  the  three 
principal  measures  stands  out  in  perfect  clearness,  viz.,  that 
which  provided  that  the  consulship  should  in  future  be 
divided  between  patricians  and  plebeians.  Of  the  second 
law,  which  referred  to  the  regulation  of  tenures,  we  have 
but  an  imperfect  knowledge ;  and  of  the  third,  which  had 
reference  to  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  we  know  hardly 
anything  with  certainty,  except  its  general  tendency.  This 
last  law  was  of  a  temporary  and  transient  operation,  and 
was  for  that  reason  forgotten  when  it  bad  ceased  to  be 
applied.     The  agrarian  law  seems  very  soon  to  have  been 
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evaded,  and  later  on  to  have  been  quite  disregarded.   Only     CHAP. 

the  law  as  to  the  election  of  plebeian  consuls,  which  the  ^ ^ — * 

i?vhole  of  the  Boman  people  were  called  upon  to  apply  every  ^^^  ^'^' 
year,  and  which,  in  its  simplicity,  stood  out  sharply  and 
decidedly,  was  on  the  whole  preserved  intact  and  inviolate, 
and  engaged  public  attention  so  much  that  the  Licinian 
legislation  continued  to  be  remembered  almost  exclusively 
as  a  law  on  the  plebeian  consulate. 

The  old  Boman  law  of  debt  was,  in  accordance  with  the  The 
character  of  the  Romans,  harsh  and  severe.  It  treated  the  ^f  d!a!t!*^ 
insolvent  debtor  as  a  delinquent  who  had  broken  a  sacred 
contract  with  society.  His  goods  and  chattels,  his  per- 
sonal freedom,  as  well  as  that  of  those  belonging  to  him, 
were  liable  to  be  taken  in  payment  of  his  debts.  He  who 
did  not  pay  at  the  appointed  time  fell  into  a  state  of 
bondage  differing  practically  but  little  from  actual  slavery. 
He  was  led  away  as  a  slave  by  his  creditors,  compelled  to 
-work,  and  scourged  or  loaded  with  chains,  as  long  as  he  had 
not  fulfilled  his  obligations.  He  could  be  sold  as  a  slave 
into  a  foreign  country ;  nay,  the  Boman  law,  in  its  heartless 
consistency,  is  said  to  have  gone  so  far  as  to  threaten  a 
debtor  with  the  extreme  punishment  of  a  disgraceful  death 
at  the  hands  of  his  creditors.' 

A  prominent  feature  in  the  character  of  the  Bomans  was  RomAn 
their  intense  love  of  gain.     The  highest  as  well  as  the  *^*"°®- 

*  A  law  of  the  Twelve  Tables  as  understood  by  Gellius  (xz.  1,  47)  ordained 
that  if  there  were  several  creditors,  they  should  cut  the  body  of  the  debtor  in 
pieces,  '  tertiis  nundinis  partes  secanto ;  si  plus  minusve  secuerint,  se  (i.e. 
»ine)  fraude  esto.'  Niebuhr,  Kom,  Gesch.,  ii.  670 ;  English  translation,  ii. 
696.  Savigny  (*  Das  altrom.  Scbuldrecht,'  in  Verm.  Schrift.,  ii.  420)  and 
Arnold  {Hist,  of  Rome,  i.  137)  endorse  the  interpretation  given  to  this  law 
by  Gellius.  But  Göttling  {Bom.  Staatsverf,  p.  324),  Huschke  {Das  Recht  des 
Nexum,  p.  89),  and  Schwegler  (Rom.  Gesch.,  iii.  38)  raise  grave  objections  to  such 
a  view.  The  words  secare,  sector,  sectio  are  technical  terms,  having  reference 
to  a  partition  of  property  among  several  purchasers  at  a  public  auction.  That 
the  word  partes  cannot  mean  'parts  of  the  body'  of  a  debtor  seems  evident 
from  the  addition,  which  makes  it  a  matter  of  no  legal  consequence  if  the 
creditors  should  have  cut '  more  or  less'  than  they  were  entitled  to.  Such  an 
expression  is  quite  meaningless  if  applied  to  the  parts  of  a  human  body,  unless 
it  is  intended  to  be  a  cruel  jest.  It  is,  moreover,  admitted  that  no  Boman 
debtor  was  ever  cut  to  pieces.  Therefor«,  if  the  law  was  really  so  cruel  as 
Gellius  supposed,  its  cruelty  was  practically  harmless« 

T  2 
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lowest  among  them  were  greedy  and  avaricious.  This 
passion  blunted  the  feelings  of  kindliness  and  sympathy 
for  human  suffering,  and  inspired  those  harsh  and  even 
inhuman  laws,  which  -were  intended  to  extort  payment  at 
almost  any  cost  from  insolvent  or  obstinate  debtors.  But  a 
strict  law  of  debt  would  not  in  itself  have  furnished  the 
plebeians  with  any  grounds  for  complaint,  unless  there  had 
been  other  circumstances  which  had  the  effect  of  placing 
the  plebeians  exclusively  in  the  position  of  debtors.  By 
these  other  circumstances  the  laws  of  debt  came  to  be  a 
means  of  oppression  in  the  hands  of  the  patricians ;  and  the 
reform  of  these  laws,  as  well  as  a  remission  of  debts,  was 
no  longer  a  question  of  the  civil  law,  but  was  treated  as  a 
subject  of  political  debate  and  party  warfare  between  the 
two  classes.  The  tribunes  became  the  patrons  of  the  in- 
solvent plebeians,  and  every  concession,  every  relief  of  the 
debtor,  had  to  be  obtained  from  the  patricans,  as  a  class, 
by  threats  or  violeirce. 

The  ancient  writers  have  not  explained  how  it  happened 
that  the  plebeians  are  always  named  as  the  debtors  and 
the  patricians  as  the  creditors.  They  pass  it  over  as  if  it 
was  a  matter  of  course  which  needed  no  explanation. 
Modem  writers  have  done  the  same.  Nobody  seems  to 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  inquire  specially  into  this 
peculiar  state  of  things,  which  made  the  law  of  debt  an 
inrrtrument  of  oppression,  not  of  the  poor  by  the  rich,  but 
of  the  plebeians  by  the  patricians.  The  answer  to  this 
question  is  to  be  found  in  the  laws  which  regulated  the 
tenure  of  land.  The  plebeians — at  least,  those  among  theiu 
who  were  clients — were  hereditary  tenants  of  patrician 
families,  and  as  such  in  a  position  of  private  as  well  as 
political  dependence,  such  as  must  be  found  everywhere  and 
at  ail  times  where  the  great  mass  of  the  land  is  altogether 
in  the  hands  of  the  ruling  class,  especially  at  an  early  perioii 
of  civilisation,  in  which  public  and  private  rights  are  not 
strictly  separated,  and  in  which  the  possession  of  political 
privileges  is  looked  upon  as  a  source  of  profit.  Such  a 
condition  of  things  prevailed  also  in  Bome.     The  clientela. 
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which  we  meet  with  in  the  beginning  of  the  Roman  his-     CHAP. 
tory,  exhibits  the  peculiar  form  which  the  political  and 


social  dependence  of  the  lower  class  assumed.  The  client  '^^^  ^'^• 
was  the  hereditary  debtor  of  his  patron,  and  his  debts 
arose  not  only  from  loans  for  implements,  stock,  and  seed- 
corn,  but  also  from  his  obligation  to  pay  an  annual  rent. 
Other  plebeians  also,  who  were  not  clients,  might  of  course 
borrow  money  and  become  insolvent,  but  the  great  mass  of 
debt  must  have  been  a  natural  consequence  of  the  legal 
position  of  the  client-plebeians,  and  thus  the  general  com- 
plaint of  oppression  for  debt  became  a  plebeian  grievance, 
and  the  remedy  for  it  was  sought  by  means  of  a  treaty 
between  the  two  classes. 

This  state  of  things  explains  the  close  connexion  of  the  Abolition 
relief  given  to  debtors  with  the  agrarian  laws  of  Licinius.  ^^ 
It  shows  that  the  debts  of  the  plebeians  arose,  not  from 
speculative  loans,  but  through  the  distress  of  the  poor,  a 
distress  which  was  the  natural  and  inevitable  consequence 
of  the  laws  regulating  the  tenure  of  land.     If  this  distress 
was  to  be  removed,  it  was  necessary  not  only  to  give  tem- 
porary relief,  by  a  total  or  partial  remission  of  debt,  but  to 
adopt  measures  by  which  the  dependent  peasant  should  be 
made  a  freeholder.     Viewed  in  this  light  the  abolition  of 
debts  appears  no  longer    an  unjust  and  revolutionary 
measure.     If  the  patricians  had  actually  made  loans   of 
money  to  the  plebeians,  which  the  latter  employed  for 
their  own  profit,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  justify,  even 
from  the  plebeian  point  of  view,  a  reduction  of  the  capital 
equal  to  the  amount  of  interest  paid ;  for  the  laws  of  the 
Twelve  Tables  had  given  a  legal  sanction  to  a  certain  fixed 
rate  of  interest.     But  the  case  was  different  if  the  debts 
were  in  reality  a  consequence  of  the  state  of  dependence 
in  which  the  plebeians  stood  as  cUents  to  the  patricians, 
and  were  loans  only  by  a  legal  fiction.     The  exclusive  pos- 
session of  the  common  land  by  the  patricians  had  long 
been  disputed  by  the  plebeians  and  branded  as  a  crying 
injustice.  The  Icilian  law,  passed  as  early  as  456  b.c.,  had 
released  the  plebeians  settled  on  the  Aventine  from  their 
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dependence  as  tenants  of  the  patricians  and  had  changed 
their  imperfect  tenure  into  freehold.*  After  the  great 
acquisitions  of  land,  especially  those  which  followed  the 
conquest  of  Veii,  the  demands  of  the  plebeians  for  freehold 
land  had  become  louder  and  more  vehement.' 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  these  demands  of  the  plebeians 
were  the  real  substance  of  the  dispute  between  them  and 
CamilluSy  and  the  crime  of  Manlius  may  have  been  nothing 
more  than  the  proposal  to  deliver  the  settlers  on  the 
Veientine  territory  fin^m  the  duty  of  paying  tithes.  If  the 
tribunes  Licinius  and  Sextius  entertained  these  questions, 
they  were  able  to  allege  that  the  patrician  occupiers  of 
the  new  land,  who  had  made  advances  to  their  clients  for 
agricultural  implements,  stock,  and  seed-corn,  were  not 
entitled  to  more  than  the  re-payment  of  these  advances 
together  with  the  lavrful  interest,  that  they  ought  never  to 
have  claimed  an  annual  rent,  and  that  all  the  payments 
made  under  this  head  should  be  deducted  from  the  capital 
advanced. 

Thus  we  can  understand  the  principal  features  of  the 
Licinian  law  which  effected  a  reduction  of  debts.  But 
the  details  are  beyond  our  reach.  We  do  not  know 
whether  a  diff^erence  was  made  between  debts  arising 
from  loans  and  debts  arising  from  prsddial  dependence. 
Nor  is  it  in  any  way  hinted  by  what  means  the  debtors 
were  enabled  to  pay  within  three  years  the  debts  remain- 
ing after  deduction  of  the  interest  already  paid.  Still  less 
are  we  able  to  discover  how  the  law  was  carried  out — 
whether  it  produced  the  intended  effect,  or  whether,  like  so 
many  other  laws  enacted  with  the  best  intentions,  it  was 
evaded  or  frnstrated  by  the  intrigues  of  its  powerful  oppo- 
nents. That,  at  any  rate,  it  produced  no  thorough  change 
is  evident  from  the  continued  distress  of  the  plebeians, 
and  from  the  repeated  attempts  to  remedy  it  by  legislation. 

The  agrarian  laws  of  Licinius  may,  on  account  of  their 
great  importance,  be  compared  to  the  abolition  of  vülenage 


»  Seep.  191,  note  1. 


*  See  pp.  268  et  »eq. 
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in  several  modem  states.     Their  object  was  the  formation,     CHAP. 
or  at  least  the  increase,  of  an  independent  peasantry,  and  .^ 


a  corresponding  diminution  of  the  seignorial  rights  of  the  ^^^  "•^• 
great  landed  proprietors.  These  measures  were  carried  at  ^^^^ 
a  most  favorable  conjuncture,  when,  bj  the  success  of  the 
Soman  arms,  the  original  territory  was  more  than  doubled 
and  when  that  class  of  citizens  which  had  hitherto  been 
dependent  and  labouring  under  disabilities  found  itself 
sufficiently  strong  to  claim  a  share  as  well  in  the  material 
gains  of  these  successes  as  in  the  honours  and  distinctions 
of  the  republic.  The  import  of  the  word  people  (populvs) 
had  changed  in  course  of  time.  From  the  original  people 
of  the  patricians  it  had  passed  over  to  the  body  of  bur- 
gesses, consisting  of  the  two  classes.  When  the  centuries 
had  taken  upon  themselves  all  the  burdens,  and  with  them 
the  sovereignty,  of  the  republic,  the  patricians  could  no 
longer  say,  ^  We  are  the  state.'  As  a  matter  of  course  the 
old  import  of  the  word  *  common  land '  {ager  publicus) 
could  no  longer  be  maintained,  and  a  continued  exclusion 
of  the  plebeians  from  this  common  land  became  a  crying 
injustice.  Consequently,  after  the  very  first  acquisition  of 
territory  in  442  B.o.  which  was  made  by  the  republic  after 
a  long  period  of  distress,*  we  meet  with  traces  of  plebeian 
agitations  in  which  the  exclusive  claim  of  the  patricians 
to  the  common  land  is  called  an  injustice.'  Yet  the  old 
privilege  did  not  give  way  at  the  first  blow.  The  Eoman 
patricians  fought  for  it  with  all  the  tenacity  of  their  cha- 
racter. It  was  only  in  consequence  of  the  violent  agitation 
for  the  Licinian  laws  that  the  ruling  class  made  a  conces- 
sion which  so  nearly  affected  their  interests.' 

Niebuhr  was  the  first  to  show,  what  is  now  generally  Occupa- 
admitted,  that  the  maximum  of  five  hundred  jugera  of  p^Ji? 
land  which  the  Licinian  laws  allowed,  was  not  private  f^^d- 
property  but  common  land.      The  measure  was  therefore 
no  confiscation,  but  a  regulation  of  the  right  of  occupying 
the  public  land,  a  right  which  the  patricians  had  hitherto 

*  See  above,  p.  256.  •  Livy,  iv.  63.  vi.  89. 

*  Plutarch,  CamiU,,  89  :  rhr  r6fio¥  rby  fA&Kurra  Xvwovyra  rabt  wrpuclovs. 
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pleasure.  It  was  usual  for  the  state  after  a  new  conquest 
to  dispose,  by  assignation  or  sale,  of  only  a  portion  of 
the  acquired  territory.  The  greater  part  was  left  to  be 
occupied  by  the  citizens ;  the  state  reserving  to  itself  only 
the  fee  simple  and  (at  least  since  406  b.c.)  an  annual  rent. 
It  is  clear  that  such  an  occupation  of  land  by  sufferance 
of  the  state,  though  it  could  not  confer  the  title  of  owner- 
ship, could  nevertheless  claim  to  be  recognised  and  pro- 
tected by  law,  especially  in  cases  where  the  occupied  land 
was  improved  by  the  occupier,  and  where  capital  had  been 
laid  out  on  it  for  buildings,  roads,  and  other  purposes. 
When,  in  course  of  time,  such  land  passed  into  other  hands 
by  sale  or  inheritance,  the  state  could  not  disturb  the 
possession  without  straining  its  legal  right  even  to  the 
verge  of  injustice.  A  resumption  of  such  lands  without 
compensation  would  have  amounted  almost  to  confiscation 
of  private  property.  But  at  the  time  of  the  Licinian  laws, 
the  occupation  of  the  Veientine  territory  was  compara- 
tively recent.  Veii  had  fallen  in  396  b.c.  In  the  year  376 
Licinius  first  brought  forward  his  rogations.  In  the 
twenty  years  intervening,  the  inroad  of  the  Gauls  took 
place,  which  could  not  but  prevent  all  considerable  invest- 
ments in  land.  Moreover  the  agitation  for  the  division  of 
the  conquered  land  among  the  plebeians,  which  began 
immediately  after  the  fall  of  Veii,  might  serve  as  a  warning 
to  the  patricians  not  to  look  upon  any  possession  in  that 
quarter  as  safe  property.  It  is  not  likely,  therefore,  that 
many  patricians  had  actually  begun  to  farm  more  than 
five  hundred  jugera  in  the  district  of  Veii,  and  the  Licinian 
measure  may  have  had  no  retrospective  effect  at  all,  and 
may  have  been  intended  rather  to  regulate  the  right  of 
occupation  for  the  future  only,*      Consequently  we  hear 

*  This  is  the  more  likely,  as  the  agrarian  lairs  of  the  Chracchi,  more  that  200 
years  later,  fixed  the  same  maximum  of  500  jugera  for  the  possession  of  land 
to  be  held  by  one  individual.  What  may  have  been  a  very  moderate  estate  in 
the  time  of  the  Gracchi  must  have  been  considered  unusually  laige  at  the  time 
of  Licinius. 
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of  no  case  of  a  patrician  being  compelled  to  restore  to  the     CHAP, 
state  any  land  that  he  had  already  occupied.     The  sanc- 


tion for  the  occupation  of  five  hundred  jugera,  conferring,  ^^^  **-^'* 
as  a  matter  of  course,  a  guarantee  for  the  security  of  this 
possession,  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  compensation  for  the 
losses  which  the  patricians  suffered  by  being  deprived  of 
the  tithes  of  their  clients  for  the  future.*  Tinder  these 
circumstances  the  whole  measure  was  as  free  from  injus- 
tice to  the  large  proprietors  as  it  was  beneficial  to  the 
peasantry. 

Livy's  statements  regarding  the  details  of  the  agrarian  Conjec- 
law  of  Licinius  are  extremely  scanty.  He  mentions  no-  Jjj^em 
thing  but  the  legal  maximum  of  land  which  an  indivi-  lustorians. 
dual  was  allowed  to  possess.  But  there  are  several  points 
with  regard  to  which  we  should  like  to  be  more  fully  in- 
formed. Niebuhr*  has  attempted  to  draw  a  more  complete 
sketch  of  the  legislation  of  Licinius  and  Sextius  by  borrow- 
ing some  features  from  the  agrarian  laws  of  the  Gracchi 
which  are  somewhat  better  known,  and  which  were  essen- 
tially re-enactments  of  the  Licinian  laws,  and  by  gathering 
a  few  detached  statements  found  here  and  there  in  Appian, 
Plutarch,  and  elsewhere.  But  his  conjectures  are  very 
doubtful,  because  it  appears  that  neither  Appian  nor 
Plutarch  had  access  to  any  genuine  traditions  bearing  on 
the  older  law,  and  that  their  statements  are  nothing  but 
guesses  and  inferences. 

It  is  very  doubtful  whether  in  the  time  of  Licinius  the  Employ- 
employment  of  slaves  in  agriculture  had  become  very  ™ave^^ 
extensive,  and  had  threatened  to  ruin  the  small  peasants  labour. 
by  the  competition  of  slave  labour,  and  to  facilitate  the 
growth  of  large  landed  properties.     It  is  well  known  that 
this  was  the  case  in  the  time  of  the  Gracchi,  and  that  they 
endeavoured  to  counteract  the  evil  by  proposing  a  law 

>  It  is  not  certain  that  the  provisions  of  the  agrarian  lair  of  Licinius  were 
intended  to  be  applied  to  other  lands  beside  the  Veientiue  district.  We  think 
it  improbable  that  the  former  territory  of  Fidense,  conquered  50  years  before 
426  b.Cm  was  affected  by  it. 

'  Niebohr,  Bom.  Getck,,  iii.  14;  English  translation,  iii.  13. 
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which  required  a  certain  portion  of  agricultural  labourers 
to  be  free  men.  It  seems  rather  probable  that  at  the  time 
of  the  Licinian  laws  the  number  of  slaves  was  still  small, 
although  after  the  conquest  of  Yeii  a  change  had  taken 
place  in  this  respect.  The  majority  of  Boman  citizens 
were  free  peasants.  All  that  we  know  for  certain  of  the 
period  of  the  Samnite  wars  points  to  this  conclusion.  In 
consequence  of  these  wars,  however,  the  number  of  slaves 
increased  considerably,  and  after  the  subjection  of  those 
Italians  who  had  rebelled  in  the  Hannibalic  war,  slavery 
began  to  assume  large  proportions,  and  the  fr^e  peasantry 
of  the  old  time  diminished  more  and  more.  Later  still, 
when,  afber  the  conquest  of  Macedonia  and  Greece,  the 
wealth  of  the  East  flowed  towards  Italy,  and  when  fhe 
Boman  nobility  had  degenerated  into  a  plutocracy,  the 
signs  became  manifest  of  a  decay  which  the  Gracchi  strove 
to  prevent,  but  which  they  were  too  late  to  arrest. 

On  the  whole  there  seems  to  be  ground  for  assuming 
that  the  agrarian  law  of  Licinius  was  productive  of  good 
results  for  a  considerable  time,  even  if  it  failed  to  effect 
all  the  good  intended  by  its  author.  The  .Boman  common- 
wealth, if  it  was  to  grow,  could,  from  the  nature  of  its 
institutions,  grow  only  by  conquest.  But  every  conquest 
in  antiquity  was  not  only  an  extension  of  the  power  of  the 
victorious  race,  but  a  material  profit  for  the  conquerors  by 
the  booty  and  the  confiscations  which  it  brought  with  it. 
This  profit  naturally  wa«  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  the 
ruling  families,  whilst  in  those  of  the  common  people  it 
melted  away.  No  law  therefore  would  have  been  able  to 
secure  permanently  an  equal  distribution  of  wealth,  and  it 
is  not  surprising  that  in  the  course  of  two  hundred  years 
a  greater  disproportion  existed  between  rich  land-owners 
and  impoverished  citizens  than  in  the  older  times  of 
greater  simplicity  and  contentment. 

The  third  law  of  Licinius  was  intended  to  effect  a 
change  in  the  constitution  of  the  republic.  The  office  of 
consular  tribunes,  which  had  been  created  in  444  b.c.,  bore 
from  the  very  beginning  the  character  of  a  compromise 
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and  a  provisional  arrangement.    It  was  intended  to  alter-     CHAP, 
nate  with  the  consulship  according  to  the  circumstances 


of  the  times,  and  plebeians  were  to  be  eligible.  But  in  ^^^  *-^- 
reality  this  concession  of  the  patricians  was  found  to  be 
not  a  real  one.  Not  only  did  the  patricians  manage  for  a 
long  time  to  prevent  the  election  of  consular  tribunes 
altogether,  but  they  succeeded  also  for  forty-four  years  (444 
to  400  B.c.)  in  excluding  the  plebeians  from  the  office.' 
At  length  when,  in  400  b.c.,  the  plebeians  had  carried  the 
election  of  one  of  their  class,  little  was  gained  after  all, 
for  they  could  not  maintain  the  advantage  which  they 
had  gained.  The  patrician  influence  at  the  elections  was 
irresistible.  Only  on  two  succeeding  occasions  did  plebeians 
obtain  the  dignity  which  they  were  entitled  by  law  to 
share  regularly  with  the  patricians.  It  was  clear  that 
the  plebeians  were  xmable  to  obtain  in  this  manner  the 
rights  they  claimed.  The  mere  concession  of  eligibility 
was  of  no  use.  It  was  necessary  to  make  it  by  law  com- 
pulsory for  the  people  to  elect  a  plebeian  to  the  highest 
office  of  the  state,  and  unconditionally  to  exclude  the  pa- 
tricians from  the  place  reserved  for  a  plebeian.  For  this 
purpose  the  old  consular  office  was  re-established,  which 
in  truth  had  continued  to  exist  in  a  modified  form  in  the 
office  of  consular  tribunes.  The  very  name  of  the  latter 
{tribuni  militum  consulari  potestate)  had  preserved  the 
memory  of  the  consulship,  and  they  had  differed  from  the 
old  consuls  more  in  external  matters  than  in  the  real 
powers  of  the  office.  Now  the  Licinian  law  re-established 
the  original  republican  office,  and  made  it  not  only  ac- 
cessible to  the  plebeians,  but  divided  it  formally  between 
the  two  classes  by  enacting  that  every  year  one  of  the  two 
consuls  must  be  a  plebeian.* 

It  is  possible  that  Licinius  and  Sextius   intended  to  The 
restore  the  old  consulship  without  any  diminution  of  its  gJip!* 
original  power.      But  this  they  were  xmable  to  effect. 
The  patricians  made  a  determined  resistance,  and  they 

>  See  above,  p.  213.  •  Liyy,  ri.  34. 
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succeeded  in  separating  from  the  consulship  the  judicial 
functions,  and  in  establishing  for  these  functions,  under 
the  name  of  prsetorship,  a  distinct  office  reserved  ex- 
clusively for  themselves.  They  saw  in  their  acquaintance 
with  and  management  of  the  laws  a  chief  support  of  their 
power  long  after  they  had  shared  vnth  the  plebeians  the 
command  of  the  army.  The  plebeians  yielded.  The 
patricians,  therefore,  lost  not  more  than  a  third  part  of 
the  supreme  magistracy,  for  the  praetor  was  considered  a 
colleague  of  the  consuls,  although  his  functions  were  not 
precisely  the  same.  For  about  thirty  years  (till  337  b.c.) 
the  patricians  remained  in  exclusive  possession  of  the 
prsetorship  after  they  had  been  obliged  to  share  vdth  the 
plebeians  every  patrician  office  in  the  state,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  connected  with  religion. 

It  is  evident  that  the  tenacity  with  which  the  patricians 
clung  to  the  judicial  office  after  they  had  given  up  to  the 
plebeians  a  share  in  the  consulship,  censorship,  and  dicta- 
torship, sprung  not  from  their  pride  alone,  nor  was  justified 
by  a  supposed  incompetency  of  the  plebeians  to  discharge 
this  office.  We  cannot  avoid  accusing  the  noble  patricians 
of  common  selfishness — a  selfishness  the  more  deserving  of 
our  reprobation  as  it  made  the  administration  of  justice 
servo  its  purposes.  As  long  as  patricians  alone  acted  as 
judges,  the  agrarian  laws  and  the  laws  of  debt  which  had 
been  passed  in  spite  of  their  opposition,  were  not  easily 
allowed  to  interfere  with  their  interests.  It  was  possible 
for  them  to  regain  in  detail,  by  the  administration  of  the 
laws,  what  they  had  lost  by  their  enactment,  and  we 
know  enough  of  patrician  recklessness  in  fighting  for  the 
interests  of  their  party  to  feel  quite  sure  that  they  knew 
how  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  which  the 
exclusive  possession  of  the  judicial  office  for  a  whole 
generation  conferred  on  them. 

The  increase  of  the  chief  offices  of  state  effected  by  the 
establishment  of  the  prsetorship  had  been  prepared  during 
the  time  of  the  consular  tribunes.  When,  in  445  b.c., 
the  patricians  consented  to  a  change  by  which,  instead  of 
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two  patrician  consuls,  three  consular  tribunes  should  be     chap. 
elected  from  the  two  classes,  it  had  evidently  been  their  ^_^}'  _^ 


intention  to  reserve  one  of  the  three  places  for  the  366  b.c. 
judicial  office,  and  not  to  admit  plebeians  to  this  place.* 
This  plan  they  now  carried  out ;  and  perhaps  they  referred 
to  it  as  a  precedent  when  they  formally  separated  the 
judicial  office  from  the  consulship,  and  handed  it  over  to  a 
praetor,  to  be  elected  from  the  patrician  body. 

In  a  similar  manner  the  new  office  of  two  patrician  The  curulQ 
aediles  had  in  a  manner  been  established  in  the  consti-  ^  ®^" 
tution  of  the  consular  tribunes.  For  it  is  extremely 
probable  that,  when  the  number  of  these  officers  was 
increased  to  six,  two  of  them  had  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  were  afterwards  conferred  on  the  curule  sediles. 
These  duties  were  essentially  the  same  as  those  of  the 
plebeian  sediles,  and  consisted  principally  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  town  police. 

This  gradual  growth  of  the  new  constitution   out   of  Growth  of 
previously  existing  forms  is  one  of  the  features   which  constitu- 
characterise  the  public  life  of  the  Itoman  people.     In  the  ^*^°* 
history  of  the  Boman  constitution  we  never  meet  with  a 
total  revolution  that  breaks  entirely  with  the  past.     It 
advances  by  way  of  reforms,  and  even  when  the  spirit  and 
essence  of  the  republic  perished,  its  external  forms  re- 
mained, and  softened  for  the  mass  of  the  people  the 
transition  to  the  monarchy,  by  hiding  it  from  the  super-  * 
ficial  observer. 

Even  before  the  final  triumph  of  the  Licinian  laws,  Religious 
during  the  very  heat  of  the  contest,  a  reform  similar  to  ^  ^^'*' 
the  division  of  the  consulship  between  the  two  orders  is 
said  to  have  taken  place,  namely,  the  increase  of  the 
officers  for  regulating  religious  festivals  {duumviri  sacris 
faciundis)  from  two  to  ten,  and  the  admission  of  five 
plebeians  to  this  office.*  The  change  was  of  considerable 
political  importance,  because  these  men  had  in  their  keep- 
ing the  prophetic  book's,  which  could  easily  be  made  use 

»  See  above,  p.  213.  *  See  above,  p.  316. 
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semi-priestlj  ofiSce  was,  moreover,  of  importance  to  the 
plebs,  because  the  domain  of  religion  was  that  which  the 
patricians  guarded  with  the  greatest  jealousy  from  the 
encroachments  of  their  antagonists. 
AdmiBsion  By  the  passing  of  the  Licinian  laws,  the  relation  of  the 
plebeians  *^^  Orders  to  cach  other  was  finally  determined.  The 
t^triciaa  principle  was  established  that  patricians  and  plebeians 
were  both  citizens  of  the  state,  and  equally  eligible  to  the 
honours  and  dignities  of  the  republic.  It  is  true  that 
the  patricians,  even  after  this  period,  made  several  attempts 
to  regain  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  consulship,  and, 
indeed,  succeeded  several  times,  in  open  defiance  of  the 
Licinian  laws,  in  electing  two  patrician  consuls ;  but 
after  848  b.c.  this  was  not  attempted  again,  and  from  that 
time  forward  the  plebeians  remained  in  undisputed  pos- 
session of  their  share  of  the  chief  magistracy.  In  the 
first  year  after  the  Licinian  laws,  the  exclusive  right  of 
the  patricians  to  the  curule  aedileship  was  set  aside,  and 
there  appear  from  henceforth  alternately  year  after  year 
pairs  of  patrician  and  plebeian  eediles.  The  dictatorship 
became  accessible  to  the  plebeians  in  356  b.c.  ;  the 
censorship  in  851  b.c.  ;  though  it  was  not  till  280  b.c.  that 
a  plebeian  censor  was  allowed  to  perform  the  solemn  act 
by  which  a  new  census  was  made  and  ratified  (called  in 
*  technical  language  coihdere  Ivstrum).  In  887  b.c.  the 
plebeians  obtained  access  to  the  preetorship.  Still  the 
priestly  offices  remained  closed  to  them  until,  sixty-six 
years  after  the  Licinian  laws,  the  law  of  Ogulnius  divided 
the  pontificate  and  augurate  between  the  two  orders; 
but  the  old  offices  of  the  Salii,  of  the  Arvalian  brethren, 
of  the  Petiales,  and  lastly  of  the  sacrificial  king,  which 
possessed  no  political  importance,  always  remained  in 
possession  of  the  patrician  order. 
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CHAPTEE  IV. 

THE   FIRST   BAMNITE   WAR. 
848-341  B.c. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Eoman  history  we  find  four  CHAP, 
different  races  in  possession  of  Italy — the  Etruscans,  the  v — ^J— . 
Greeks,  the  Gauls,  and  the  Sabellians.  All  of  these  had  ^*^  ^'^' 
immigrated  into  Italy,'  but  only  of  the  immigration  of  the  ^**®  ^. 
Etruscans,  Greeks,  and  Gauls  was  any  accurate  tradition 
preserved.  The  Sabellians,  therefore,  may  be  looked  upon 
as  the  genuine  Italians,^  and  the  more  so  as  they  were 
the  parent  stock  whose  branches  gradually  overspread  the 
peninsula,  and  caused  their  language  and  customs  to  prevail 
over  the  others.  The  Etruscans,  Greeks,  and  Gauls 
gradually  lost  their  political  independence  and  national 
peculiarities.  Italy  ceased  to  be  in  the  south  *  a  larger 
Greece,'  in  the  centre  a  country  of  the  Etruscans,  in  the 
north  a  Gaul.  It  was  the  Sabines  who  made  it  one 
country,  imprinted  on  it  the  stamp  of  one  nationality,  and 
spread  that  language  and  those  political  institutions  which 
extensively  and  for  a  long  period  determined  the  whole 
history  of  the  world.  But  before  the  various  Sabellian 
peoples  found  in  Bome  their  common  centre  and  head,  a 
collision  took  place  between  their  two  most  powerful 
members,  the  Romans  and  the  Samnites,  who  waged  war 
against  each  other  with  few  interruptions  for  two  genera- 
tions (343-272  B.c.).     The  final  decision  was  in  favour  of 

*  In  the  extreme  soath-east,  on  the  Calabrian  peninsula,  there  are  found 
faint  traces  of  a  primeval  population,  called  the  Messapians,  who  seem  to  have 
preceded  all  the  above-named  immigrants,  and  were  driven  bjr  them  into  this 
remote  comer.     See  Mommsen,  UnteritalUche  DiaUcte,  p.  41  ff. 

^  They  were  considered  by  the  ancients  as  Autochthones,  or  sprung  from  the 
soil.    See  Strabo,  y.  3,  1. 
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Rome,  and  established  for   ever  the   incontestible   pre- 
eminence of  that  city  and  its  title  to  dominion  over  Italy. 

That  the  Sabellians  did  originally  immigrate  by  the 
land  route  from  the  north,  and  not  by  sea  is  clear  from 
the  fact  that  they  had  possession  of  the  middle  and 
mountainous  part  of  the  peninsula  and  in  historical  time 
moved  from  north  to  south.  Their  most  northern  tribe, 
the  TJmbrians,  had  been  very  widely  spread  in  prehistoric 
times,  from  the  Adriatic  Sea  to  the  countries  which  were 
possessed  at  a  later  period  by  the  Gauls  and  Etruscans. 

In  the  most  elevated  valleys  of  the  Abruzzi,  surrounded 
by  the  snow-capped  summits  of  Gran  Sasso  and  Velino, 
dwelt  the  Sabines,  who,  longer  than  any  other  Sabellian 
race,  preserved  their  national  peculiarities,  and  were 
therefore  considered  in  later  times  as  models  of  ancestral 
simplicity,  hardiness,  and  virtue.^  Prom  these  high 
mountain  lands  the  different  races  descended  like  streams 
that  flood  and  fertilise  the  deep-lying  valleys  and  plains. 
The  Latins,  whom  we  meet  first  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Tiber,  belonged  to  the  oldest  of  these  successive 
streams.  Then  came  the  Sabines  from  Cures,  of  whom  the 
history  of  regal  Rome  has  so  much  to  relate.  To  the 
same  race  belonged  the  .^quians  and  the  Yolscians,  whose 
wild  onset  was  broken  by  the  stout  resistance  of  the  young 
Roman  republic,  as  also  a  number  of  other  Sabellian 
nations  on  both  sides  of  the  peninsula. 

South  of  the  highest  peak  of  the  Abruzzi,  the  mountain 
chain  of  the  Apennines  rises  again  in  huge  masses  to  the 
height  of  6,000  feet.  These  high  lands,  now  called  Monte 
Matese,  spread  around  the  source  of  the  Voltumus,  and 
command  the  plain  of  Campania  traversed  by  that  river. 
Here  dwelt  two  Sabellian  races,  the  Pentrians  in  the  north 
and  the  Caudinians  in  the  south,  who  retained  the  common 
name  of  their  race  but  very  slightly  changed,  and  were 
called  by  the   Romans   Samnites.*     The   same   name  is 

»  Strabo,  v.  3,  1. 

*  The  name  Samnites,  in  Greek  2ai;y<rou,  t>.,  SabniteB,  or  Sabinitps,  is  onh 
a  slight  Tariation  of  Sabini.  On  coins  of  their  own  they  called  them>elvts 
Safiues.— Mommsen,  Unterital.  Dialecte,  p.  201. 
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occasionally  applied  to  other  tribes,  such  as  the  Hirpinians     CHAP. 
on  their  southern  frontier,  the  Pieentines  and  the  Fren- 


tanians  who  lived  on  the  Adriatic  Sea.  We  must  guard  ^^^  ^'^' 
against  supposing  that  common  descent  and  kindred  blood 
implied  political  union.  It  is  even  doubtful  whether  the 
Pentrians  and  the  Caudinians  always  were  united.  At  any 
rate  we  know  that,  when  the  Samnites  are  mentioned,  it  is 
by  no  means  certain  that  all  the  races  which  shared  this 
name  are  referred  to.^ 

Of  the  social  and  political  institutions  of  the  Samnites  The 
we  have  no  authentic  account.  They  were  rude  but  not  g^"**^ 
savage  mountaineers,  hardened  by  their  mode  of  life, 
warlike,  enterprising,  and  bold.  Although  inclined  to 
pillage  and  plunder,  in  which  the  wars  of  rude  nations 
principally  consist,  they  did  not  carry  on  war  as  mere 
robbers  and  incendiaries.  Not  inferior  to  the  Romans  in 
military  equipment,  in  the  arts  of  war,  or  in  strategy,  they 
were  in  every  respect  worthy  antagonists.  But  they  had 
one  weak  point ;  they  had  no  firm  political  unity,  and  this 
want  caused  them  to  succumb.  The  individual  townships 
or  cantons,  it  appears,  lived  almost  completely  independent 
in  their  secluded  valleys ;  there  were  no  large  towns  in  the 
country,  and  there  was  no  centre  like  Rome,  where  the 
strength  of  the  people  might  have  been  combined  for 
common  action.  For  the  conduct  of  the  general  affairs 
of  the  nation  the  heads  of  the  separate  tribes  met  and 
formed  a  sort  of  senate,  which,  however,  could  not  have 
the  support  of  an  assembly  of  the  people,  as  the  senate  had 
in  Rome.  There  were  no  regular  magistrates  chosen  year 
by  year,  to  whose  hand  the  executive  power  might  be 
intrusted  with  safety.  The  kingly  oflSce  was  unknown. 
In  war  they  had  common  military  chiefs ;  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful how  far  these  chiefs  could  inforce  obedience  among 

*  The  Roman  historians  are  generally  inclined  to  apply  comprehensive  names 
to  the  peoples  with  whom  they  were  at  war.  Instead  of  specifying  the  parti- 
cular Latin  or  Etruscan  towns  concerned,  they  often  speak  of  Latins  or  Etruscans 
generally,  sometimes  emphatically  adding  that  all  the  Latins  or  Etruscans  are 
referred  to.  See  above,  p.  96,  note  1.  This  kind  of  misrepresentation  is  often 
duo  as  much  to  ignorance  and  inaccuracy  as  to  downright  dishonesty. 
VOL.  I.  •         Z 
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the  different  members  of  the  lea^e.  We  may  take  for 
granted  that  the  confederacy  of  the  Samnites  suflFered 
from  the  defects  and  vices  which  are  inherent  in.  all 
alliances  of  sovereign  or  partly  sovereign  states. 

While  Bome  was  fighting  with  the  .Sqnians  and  the 
Yolscians  for  the  dominion  of  Latium,  the  Samnites  sent 
successive  swarms  of  conquerors  to  the  south  of  the  penin- 
sula.    The  Lucanians  and  Bruttians  subdued  the  inland 
districts  where    along  the  coast  the    numerous   Greek 
colonies  stretched  from  Campania  even  to  Tarentum.    But 
more  especially  were  they  attracted  by  the  finitful  plains 
of  Campania.     Here  the  Etruscans  had  founded  or  con- 
quered a  number  of  towns  at  the  time  of  their  national 
power  and  greatness,  when  they  ruled  over  Bome  and 
Latium.^    All  these  fell  one  after  another  into  the  hands 
of  Samnite  conquerors.  According  to  the  Boman  tradition^ 
Capua,  the  most  important  of  these,  was  lost  in  the  year 
831  u.c.  (423  B.C.),  and  the  smaller  places — Calatia,  Snes- 
sula,  AcerrsB,  Nola,  Atella — which  covered  the  plain  of  Cam- 
pania, shared  the  same  fate,  as  did  also  Cumse,  the  oldest 
Greek  settlement  on  Italian  ground.     Naples  alone  was 
able  to  preserve  her  independence,  and  in  this  last  refuge 
the  Greek  language  and  Greek  civilisation  were  preserved, 
when  in  almost  all  other  places  the  Greek  element  had 
been  overpowered  by  barbarism. 

The  Samnite  conquerors  of  Campania  were  soon  es- 
tranged from  their  own  countrymen.  No  political  union 
bound  the  Samnite  colonies  to  the  mother  country.  The 
Campanians,  like  the  Bruttians  and  Lucanians,  became  an 
independent  people.  They  seem  even  to  have  forgotten 
that  they  were  of  the  same  blood  with  the  mountain  tribes 
of  the  Apennines.  They  ratermarried  with  the  original 
inhabitants  of  the  conquered  districts,  and  in  its  mild 
climate  and  fertile  soil  they  lost  their  old  simplicity  and 
contentment,  and  even  their  bravery.     In  Campania  the 

»  See  0.  Müller,  Etrusker,  i.  166  ff. 

*  Livy,  iv.  37.    It  is,  howeTer,  probable,  that  the  expulsion  of  the  Etnucani 
from  Campania  took  place  earlier.  - -See  above,  pp.  99,  171. 
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IV. 
accumulating  the  products  of  highly  developed  industry 


and  extensive  commercial  enterprise.  In  this  beautiful 
land  there  had  arisen,  under  such  favourable  oppor- 
tunities, a  refined  enjoyment  of  life,  its  luxuries  and 
comforts,  unknown  to  the  rude  mountaineers  of  the  Apen- 
nines. Capua  was  at  this  time  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  populous  towns  of  Italy,  and  the  bad  character  which 
the  inhabitants  had  then  and  afterwards  for  effeminacy 
and  indulgence,  though  perhaps  exaggerated  and  in  some 
cases  unjust,  was  certainly  not  quite  without  foundation. 

Another  cause  contributed  to  weaken  the  new  Sabellian  C*"}- 

panian 

community  of  Capua.  The  conquerors  formed  a  nobility  factione. 
distinct  from  the  mass  of  the  people.  They  were  con- 
stantly at  variance  with  the  common  people,  and  seemed 
to  regard  the  state  and  the  productive  industry  of  the 
people  as  their  private  property.  While  in  Eome  the 
patricians  and  plebeians  had  gradually  become  one  united 
people,  the  breach  between  the  ruling  and  the  subject 
class  in  Capua  was  so  widened  that  the  two  parties  applied 
for  help  from  abroad.  The  nobles  directed  their  hopes  to 
Rome ;  the  people  endeavoured  to  join  the  Samnites.  This 
fatal  discord  could  not  &il  to  make  Campania  the  prey  of 
either  the  one  or  the  other  powerful  neighbour  who 
were  lying  in  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  seize  upon  that 
beautiful  country. 

Such  an  opporttmity  was  found  but  too  easily.     The  ^^^^' 
Sidicinians,  a   Sabellian  people  between  Campania  and  of  Eome  in 
Latium,  were  hard  pressed  by  the  Sanmites  and  received  ^?"*P*- 
help  from  the  Campanians.     But  even  the  two  peoples  afiairs. 
united  were  not  equal  to  the  Samnites.     On  the  mountain 
of  Tifata,  which  forms  a  natural  stronghold  near  Capua, 
the    Samnites    established    themselves,    devastated    the 
country,  and  defeated  the  Campanians  as  often  as  they 
ventured  to  meet  them.     The  latter  in  their  distress  now 
turned  to  Eome,  asked  and  received  Soman  assistance ; 
and  thus,  in  the  year  343   b.c.,  the  Eomans  and  the 

z2 
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.  ^  The  Bomans  had  been,  as  we  have  already  seen,*  allied 

343  B.c.  ^^j^  ^^  Samnites  since  the  year  354  b.c.  Of  what  nature 
the  alliance  was  we  do  not  know,  but  it  is  extremely  pro- 
bable that  it  was  not  merely  a  declaration  of  mntoal 
friendship,  but  that  there  was  a  distinct  object  in  view. 
This  object  we  may  venture  to  suppose  was  to  reduce  the 
hostile  nations  dwelling  between  Bome  and  Samniam, 
especially  the  Yolscians  and  the  Sidicinians.  The  Romans 
had,  therefore,  no  sort  of  excuse  for  mixing  themselves  np 
in  a  quarrel  between  the  Samnites  and  their  neighboors. 
This  was  felt  by  the  annalists,  who  made  it  their  task  to 
represent  the  policy  of  Bome  not  only  as  successful,  but 
as  just  and  magnanimous.  They  expect  us  to  believe, 
therefore,  that  the  senate  declined  the  request  of  the 
Gampanians,  because  Bome  would  not  stand  in  the  way 
of  their  allies,  the  Samnites.  Thereupon  the  Gampanians, 
it  is  related,  surrendered  themselves  in  due  form  as  sub- 
jects to  the  Bomans,  and  now  the  senate  determined  to 
take  steps  in  favour  of  the  town  of  Oapua,  which  had 
become  Boman.  This  story  is  confessedly  false,  for  Capua 
remained,  what  it  had  been,  an  independent  town.  The 
Boman  senate,  if  it  found  occasion  to  adopt  the  cause  of 
the  Gampanians  and  Sidicinians,  had  probably  a  better 
plea  than  a  fictitious  surrender  of  Gapua  and  her  territory 
to  Bome.  At  any  rate  war  was  declared.*  The  Boman 
annalists  related  long  stories  of  fierce  combats,  and  three 
hard-fought  but  decisive  victories.  But  all  these  reports 
are  either  manifest  and  reckless  exaggerations  or  down- 
right fictions.* 

>  See  p.  295.  *  Livy,  vii.  29.  , 

"  Mommsen  {Rom,  Gesch.^  i.  358)  says :  '  Perhaps  no  portion  of  the  annals 
of  Rome  is  in  a  worse  condition  than  the  stoiy  of  the  first  Samnite  war,  a^ 
related  by  livy  (p.  359).  Intelligent  and  honest  readers  cannot  fail  to  obeerre 
that  this  report  is  full  of  all  sorts  of  impossible  things  .  .  .  The  repetitioD« 
are  perhaps  even  more  startling  ...  On  the  whole  the  style  of  narrative  in 
this  chapter  betrays  a  different  period  and  a  different  hand  from  the  other  moi^ 
trastworthy  annalistic  reports.  The  story  is  full  of  detailed  battle  scenes,  of 
anecdotes,  and  of  ezhanstive  and  sometimes  startling  archaeological  digreasionsw' 
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A  connected  history  of  the  war  cannot  be  made  out  of     CHAP. 
the  contradictory  and  confused  accounts.    It  appears  that  ^ 


343  B.c. 


the  Samnites  were  not  equal  to  the  Bomans  and  their 
allies.  At  least  they  could  not  maintain  their  position  in  J^«  . 
Campania,  and  at  the  end  of  a  campaign  of  one  year  s  wars. 
duration,  a  Eoman  army  kept  possession  of  Capua.  The 
time  seemed  to  have  come  when  the  republic  could  plant 
a  firm  foot  beyond  the  bounds  of  Latium.  Campania,  the 
apple  of  discord  between  the  Samnites  and  the  £omans, 
seemed  to  have  fallen  to  the  share  of  the  latter ;  and  the 
pretended  surrender  of  Capua  seemed  to  turn  out  a  real 
conquest,  when  suddenly  an  internal  dispute  arose  which 
arrested  the  Eomans  in  their  bold  career  of  victory,  and 
conjured  up  indirectly  a  desperate  contest  for  their  ex- 
istence with  their  oldest  and  most  faithful  allies  and 
kinsmen,  the  Latins. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE   IfUTEBTT   OP   THE   TEAE   342   B.C. 

Afteb  the  settlement  of  the  civil  contest,  and  the  passing 
of  the  Licinian  law,  367  b.c.,  Camillns,  we  are  told,  con- 
secrated a  temple  to  Concord.*  But  it  was  an  illusion  to 
hope  that  discord  would  henceforth  be  banished  for  ever. 
It  is  true,  the  contest  was  not  renewed  with  the  animosity 
that  had  been  displayed  before,  but  patricians  and  ple- 
beians were  equally  far  removed  from  the  true  spirit 
which  should  animate  the  members  of  one  community. 
The  consciousness  of  defeat  on  the  one  side,  and  on  the 
other  the  feeling  of  having  gained  but  half  a  victory,  could 
produce  an  apparent  peace  only  during  the  time  of  mutual 
exhaustion.  The  patricians  had  not  yet  entirely  given 
up  the  hope  of  regaining  what  they  had  lost ;  nor  could 
the  plebeians  stop  half  way,  and  rest  satisfied  with  a 
reform  which  reserved  for  the  old  nobility  the  highest 
judicial  and  other  offices. 

It  is  not  reported  whether  the  provisions  of  the  Licinian 
laws  regarding  the  relief  of  debtors  and  the  common  land 
were  conscientiously  carried  out.  We  may  reasonably  doubt 
it  when  we  learn  that,  twelve  years  after  the  solemn  peace 
between  the  two  classes  (355  b.c.),  the  most  important 
reform  of  the  Licinian  laws,  the  division  of  the  consulate 
between  patricians  and  plebeians,  was  violated.  The  re- 
actionary party  of  the  nobility  carried  the  election  of  two 
patricians,  and  the  same  open  breach  of  the  law  was 
repeated  in  the  next  ten  years  not  less  than  six  times. 
It  was  a  bad  time  for  the  plebeians,  and  it  is  natural  that, 

»  Plutarch,  Cam.,  42. 
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Tiiider  Bucli  circumstances,  the  material  interests  of  the     CHAP. 

plebeian  class  should  suflFer,  in  spite  of  the  provisions  of  * ^ — ' 

the  Licinian  laws.     The  agrarian  law,  we  may  be  sure,      *^  ^'^' 
-was  not  carried  out  where  it  interfered  with  the  patrician 
interests.     But  it  is  very  probable  that  the  ruling  party 
made  concessions  to  the  people  in  minor  matters,  so  that 
in  the  main  they  might  keep  the  advantage. 

Thus  we  hear  that  in  the  year  357  b.c.  the  rate  of  in-  Distress 
terest  was  fixed  at  one-twelftii  of  the  capital  per  annum,*  pieb^g^iang. 
and  ten  years  later  a  further  reduction  to  one-half  of  this 
rate  took  place.  It  is  further  mentioned  that. in  the  year 
352  B.c.  a  commission  of  five,  three  of  whom  were  ple- 
beians, was  formed,  who,  by  advancing  money  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  were  to  assist  debtors  who  were  in  diflB- 
culties,  but  could  give  security  to  the  state  for  repayment 
of  an  advance.  We  are  unable,  owing  to  the  scantiness 
of  our  information,  to  ascertain  exactly  the  eflfect  of  such 
measures.  It  is  not  impossible  that,  as  Livy^  relates, 
debtors  and  creditors  were  satisfied ;  but  we  ought  to  know 
much  more  of  the  existing  circumstances  to  feel  quite  sure 
that  this  was  really  the  case.  We  can  imagine  reasons 
why  the  creditors  made  a  sacrifice  from  political  motives, 
and  abated  a  portion  of  their  legal  demands,  in  order  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  might  be  allowed  to  have  their 
own  way  in  the  appropriation  of  the  state  lands  and  in  the 
administration  of  the  republic.  But  the  state  continued 
to  suffer  from  the  great  amount  of  indebtedness  of  the 
plebeians,  and  from  various  other  evils.  This  was  brought 
to  light  by  the  mutiny  of  342  b.c.,  which  was  not  merely 

*  This  foenus  unciarium,  i«.,  one  ounce  or  the  twelfth  part  of  an  as,  makes 
8J  per  cent,  per  annum.  Niebuhr  {R'om,  Gesch.,  iii.  66 ;  English  translation, 
iii.  58)  thinks  that  the  old  year  of  ten  months  was  taken  for  this  calcula- 
tion. Reduced  tfi  a  year  of  twelve  months  it  is  exactly  10  per  cent.  This  is  a 
rery  low  rate  of  interest  for  those  early  times,  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
how  money  was  actually  lent  at  that  rate  at  the  time  in  question,  357  b.c. 
Yet  Tacitus  reports  {Anrud.,  vi.  16)  that  this  rate  of  interest  was  fixed  already 
by  a  law  of  the  Twelve  Tables.  If  that  was  so,  how  was  it  possible  to  re-enact 
this  law,  as  if  it  had  never  existed  ?  The  whole  of  this  matter  is  beset  with 
difficulties,  which  still  await  their  solution. 

•  livy,  vii.  21. 
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the  symptom  of  an  accidental  passing  discomfort,  but  the 
outbreak  of  a  long-repressed  and  deeply-seated  malady  of 
the  state. 

The  accounts  of  this  mutiny  differ  so  materially  that, 
according  to  Livy,^  nothing  is  certain  but  that  a  mutiny 
took  place  and  was  put  down.  The  different  reports 
are  indeed  singular  and  obscure,  partly  on  account  of 
their  brevity  and  incompleteness,  partly  as  contradicting 
one  another;  but  to  such  things  we  are  accustomed  in 
our  authorities  for  the  history  of  the  time  of  which  we  are 
speaking.  It  has  even  happened  that,  in  several  reports 
of  the  same  event,  differing  materially  the  one  from 
the  other,  we  have  been  able  to  discover  a  more  genuine 
historical  tradition  than  in  perfectly  smooth  and  rectified 
accounts.  Completeness  of  the  narrative  we  are,  at  this 
stage,  very  far  from  expecting.  We  have  still  to  deal 
with  fragments,  and  may  be  well  satisfied  if  among  these 
fragments  we  discover  here  and  there  traces  of  genuine 
historical  testimony.  Let  us  try  to  discover  such  in  the 
accounts  of  the  mutiny  of  342  b.c. 

After  the  victorious  campaign  against  the  Samnites, 
343  B.c.,  it  is  said  the  Eoman  legions  wintered  in  Cam- 
pania, in  order  to  protect  Capua  and  Suessula  against  the 
attacks  of  the  Samnites  during  the  winter.*  The  luxurious 
life  in  that  favoured  country  made  the  Boman  soldiers 
forget  their  fatherland,  and  they  conceived  the  treacherous 
plan  of  attacking  the  Capuans,  of  murdering  them,  and 
thus  taking  possession  of  their  land,  just  as  the  Capuans 
themselves,  eighty  years  before,  had  acted  towards  the 
former  inhabitants.  The  plan  became  known,  and  was 
frustrated  by  the  consul  C.  Marcius  Rutilus.  He  dis- 
charged the  most  dangerous  of  the  mutineers,  and  sent 
them  home  either  singly  or  in  small  troops.  Thus 
the  army  was  purified  of  the  most  licentious  soldiers. 
Meanwhile  the  men  who  had  been  discharged  banded 
themselves  together,  marched  against  Eome,  and  placed 


*  Livy,  vii.  42. 


Li\-y,  yii.  38. 
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by  force  a  noble  patrician,  T.  Quinctius,  at  their  head,  as     CHAP, 
commander.     The  dictator,  M.  Valerius  Corvus,  led  an 


army  against  them.  But  instead  of  a  battle,  a  friendly  ^^^  ^'^' 
meeting  took  place,  and  the  civil  war  was  ended  by  the 
enactment  of  a  new  fxindamental  law  {lex  sacrata),  proposed 
by  the  senate,  and  carried  by  a  resolution  of  the  people. 
Of  the  provisions  of  this  law,  which  was  no  doubt  tolerably 
comprehensive,  only  one  is  specified,  viz.,  that  no  Boman 
soldier  should  be  discharged  from  service  without  his 
consent,  and  that  a  military  tribune  should  not  be  lowered 
to  the  rank  of  a  centurion.  Livy  also  mentions,  as  a 
demand  of  the  soldiers,  that  the  pay  of  the  cavalry,  which 
was  three  times  as  much  as  the  pay  of  the  common 
legionary  soldiers,  should  be  reduced.  But,  according  to 
other  accounts,  the  conditions  of  peace  contained  far  more 
sweeping  and  general  regulations  and  real  fundamental 
reforms.  One  law,  according  to  this  account,  forbade  the 
re-election  of  a  consul  within  ten  years,  and  the  appoint- 
ment at  one  time  to  more  than  one  office.  The  most 
startling  innovation,  however,  is  a  resolution  of  the  people, 
on  the  proposal  of  the  tribune  L.  Genucius,  which  forbade 
all  interest  on  loans.* 

What  Livy  says  of  the  various  reports  as  to  the  name  Military 
of  the  commander  of  the  mutinous  troops,  and  the  repre-  ^<^'''^'**- 
sentative  of  the  senate  during  these  negotiations,  is  of 
no  importance,  and  shows,  as  we  have  said,  that  many 
independent  and  different  traditions  existed,  which  on 
the  whole  confirm  the  fact  of  a  grave  commotion  in  the 
year  342  b.c.  What  is  important  to  us  is,  to  discover  the 
object  of  the  reform  of  this  year,  and  to  find  the  reason 
for  it  in  the  condition  in  which  the  state  and  the  nation 
were.  The  regulations  which  forbade  the  discharge  of 
soldiers  against  their  will  and  the  degradation  of  the 
military  tribunes  are  only  fragments  of  a  general  law, 
which  was  not  confined  to  the  two  named  classes,  but 
included  all  ranks.     It  was  intended  to  put  an  end  to  the 

'  Livy,  Tii.  4,  2 :  *  Ne  fcenerare  liceret.* 
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caprice  of  the  consuls,  from  whom,  twenty  years  before 
(362  B.C.),  the  nomination  of  six  military  tribunes,  out  of 
four  and  twenty  for  each  legion,  had  been  taken,  in 
order  to  be  transferred  to  the  people.^  This  limitation 
of  the  free  choice  of  the  consuls  wa«  not  decided  upon 
because  those  so  nominated  possessed  less  military  ability 
than  those  who  were  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes  in  a 
popular  assembly.  On  the  contrary,  if  military  abili^ 
alone  had  been  considered,  the  choice  might  have  been 
safely  left  to  the  consuls,  who,  as  commanders-in-chief, 
were  more  interested  than  anybody  in  having  efficient 
officers  under  them.  But  other  things  besides  military 
efficiency  came  into  consideration.  The  rank  which  a 
man  held  in  the  legion  regulated,  in  the  first  instance,  his 
pay.  Next  to  this  it  determined  the  share  of  plunder 
to  which  he  was  entitled — a  material  consideration  with 
a  Roman  soldier.  In  the  third  place,  it  fixed  the  propor- 
tion of  land  which  he  was  to  receive  in  case  of  colonies 
being  established  in  the  conquered  territory.*  It  was 
therefore  possible  for  the  commanding  consul,  by  finely 
controlling  the  rank  of  the  officers,  and  by  dismissing  or 
retaining  the  soldiers  at  pleasure,  to  deprive  those  who 
were  obnoxious  to  him,  or  even  whole  classes  of  citizens,  of 
their  share  in  the  profits  of  a  war.  Such  acts  of  injustice 
must  have  taken  place  frequently;  and  it  was  natural 
that  the  soldiers  should  seek  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
these  vn*ongs,  after  a  victorious  campaign  in  Campania, 
especially  if  they  could  look  forward  to  an  allotment  of 
land  in  that  country.  Thus  may  the  singular  phenomenon 
be  explained,  that  the  people  protested,  not  against  com- 
pulsory service,  but  against  summary  discharge. 

How  far  the  other  parts  of  the  reform  of  the  year  342 
B.o.  harmonised  with  the  leading  idea  just  detailed 
cannot  be  determined  with  certainty.  The  demand  that 
the  pay  of  the  cavalry,  which  was  three  times  as  much  as 
that  of  the  infantry,  should  be  reduced,  is  easily  under- 


Livy,  vii.  6. 


«  LiTy.  xl.  84. 
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"booty  was  regulated    by    the  amount  of  pay  which  he 


received  was,  we  may  readily  suppose,  one  motive.  The  ^*^  ^'^' 
prohibition  of  a  plurality  of  offices  in  one  hand,  and  of 
the  too  frequent  re-election  to  the  consulship,  may  be 
explained  in  the  same  way ;  for  the  movement  of  the  year 
842  B.o.  was  clearly  democratic,  and  directed  against  the 
new  nobility.  In  consequence  of  the  recent  conquests,  the 
Soman  posts  of  honour  had  begun  to  be,  in  a  higher  degree 
than  before,  the  sources  of  influence  and  wealth;  and 
democratic  jealousy  soon  began  an  opposition  which,  con- 
sidering the  rapacious  character  of  the  Boman  nobility, 
was  but  too  well  justified. 

The  startling  statement  that  at  this  time  a  law  of  the  The 
tribune    Genucius  abolished    altogether   the   taking    of  i^^of**" 
interest  for  loans  remains  to  be  examined.     Such  a  law,  it  interest, 
is  true,  is  foolish  and  ineffectual ;  but  nevertheless  such 
laws  have  been  enacted   in  several  countries,  after  the 
example  of  the  Jews.^    Yet  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
such  a  rational  people  as  the  Bomans  ever  adopted  it, 
especially  as  the  practice  of  taking  interest  was  sanctioned 
by  a  law  of  the  Twelve  Tables,  and  again,  in  366  b.c.  and 
343  B.C.,  by  laws  which  did  not  forbid   the  taking  of 
interest,  but  fixed  the  legal  rate.    We  cannot  believe  that 
the  Mosaic  law  against  all  taking  of  interest  could  ever 
have  found  acceptance  in  Eome.     If,  therefore,  the  account 
of  the  Genucian  law  is  not  entirely  fictitious,  it  must  be 
differently  understood  and  explained. 

The  laws  of  loans  and  interest  are  modelled  upon  usages  Interest 
which  were    common    before  money  existed.     The  first  orkuad* 
loans  were  land  and  cattle.     The  portion  of  the  produce  of 
land  and  of  the  increase  of  cattle  given  by  the  borrower  to 
the  lender  was  the  natural  acknowledgment  of  a  service 
rendered.    The  Greek  and  Latin  words  for  interest  *  show 

>  Exodus  zzii.  26.  Leviticus  xzr.  39.  Deuteronomy  zxiy.  19.  In  England 
and  Scotland  the  taking  of  interest.was  forbidden  before  the  Keformation, '  as 
a  vice  most  odious  and  detestable,  and  contrary  to  the  will  of  Qod,* 

*  rUos  and/omiM,  deriyed  from  ritu»  bsAfeo. 
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BOOK  this  clearly.  Eent,  whether  paid  in  kind  or  in  money,  is 
nothing  but  interest  paid  for  the  loan  of  land.  The  first 
payers  of  interest,  or  debtors,  were  therefore  those  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil  who  were  not  by  law  acknowledged  as  the 
owners,  but  as  tenants  of  others  who  owned  the  fee  simple. 
Hence  the  constant  indebtedness  of  that  class  of  people 
who  among  the  Eomans  were  called  clients,  and  the 
manner  in  which  clients  and  debtors  are  spoken  of  as  one 
class.  The  old  Eoman  clientela  was  a  subjection  of  this 
sort.  It  disappeared  by  degrees,  and  was  gone  before  the 
time  of  contemporary  history.  It  could  exist  no  longer  than 
the  obligation  of  the  clients  to  pay  an  annual  rent  or  interest 
lasted.  K  the  Genucian  law,  therefore,  had  reference  not 
to  money  loans — which  were  after  all  not  affected  by  it,  as 
interest  continued  to  be  paid,  and  was  never  considered 
illegal — it  must  have  been  intended  to  abolish  client-rents, 
either  on  the  old  estates  of  the  patricians,  or,  which  seems 
more  likely,  on  newly  acquired  land.  Thus  we  can  under- 
stand its  meaning  and  its  influence  on  the  economical 
development  of  the  Roman  people.  The  right  of  occupa- 
tion had  been  limited  by  the  Licinian  law.  But  it  may 
well  be  presumed  that,  in  spite  of  this  legal  limitation, 
many  peasants  actually  became  dependent  on  great  land- 
owners, not  only  by  borrowing  capital  for  the  purpose  of 
being  enabled  to  cultivate  the  land  assigned  to  them,  but 
also  by  illegal  occupation,  on  the  part  of  the  stronger,  of 
lands  which  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  poorer.*  It 
was  therefore  natural  that  the  Boman  citizens  should 
endeavour  to  guard  themselves  against  falling  into  a  new 
clientela  just  at  a  time  when  there  were  prospects  of  new 
conquests  in  the  fertile  land  of  Campania.  The  situation 
of  the  plebeians,  and  of  the  Boman  state  in  general,  at 
this  time,  is  very  similar  to  that  which  existed  after  the 
conquest  of  Yeii.  At  that  time  also  the  plebeians  laid 
claim  to  an  unencumbered  free  possession  of  land  in  the 
newly  acquired  country.     Their  claims  were  resisted  by 

*  Violent  seizure  of  lands  was  not  unheard  of;  hence  the  necessity  of  the 
pnetozian  interdicts  de  vi,  which  were  intended  to  prohibit  them. 
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the  old  nobility,  and  misrepresented  in  the  annals.  It  was  CHAP, 
said  that  they  had  wished  to  forsake  or  to  divide  Eome,  >_ — ; — ^ 
and  to  settle  in  Veii.  Precisely  in  the  same  way  the  story  ^*^  ^'^' 
of  the  Eoman  soldiers  intending  to  take  violent  possession 
of  Capua  is  nothing  but  a  tradition,  distorted  in  the 
interest  of  the  aristocracy,  that  the  Boman  soldiers — that 
is,  the  plebeians  who  fought  in  the  legions — claimed,  as  by 
right,  the  possession  of  the  land  which  they  had  won  from 
the  Samnites  in  war  as  free  settlers.  Whether  the  senate 
then  intended  to  found  a  colony  in  Campania  we  cannot 
say.*  It  was,  however,  a  step  which  they  were  very 
likely  to  take  after  a  victorious  war  against  the  Samnites, 
and  we  can  easily  understand  that  the  soldiers  showed  an 
intention  to  put  in  their  claims,  if  such  a  contingency 
should  arise.  The  mutiny  which  broke  out  was  as  in- 
tense as  any  that  had  yet  shaken  the  state.  It  brought 
forth  a  new  fundamental  law,  which,  it  is  true,  is  very  im- 
perfectly known  to  us,  but  which  seems  to  have  established 
the  principle  that  on  newly  acquired  lands  all  Boman 
citizens  should  be  settled  as  freeholders,  not  as  patrons 
and  clients. 

This  view  of  the  arrangement  of  342  b.c.  is  borne  out  by  Causes 
a  further  consideration.  It  appears  that  the  concessions  discontent. 
made  to  the  insurgent  troops  were  not  extended  to  the 
Latins.  It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Boman  senate, 
nor  of  the  Eoman  people,  to  equalise  the  rights  of  Eoman 
citizens  and  their  Latin  allies.  This  humiliating  dis- 
tinction was  felt  by  the  Latins  as  a  grievance,  and 
was  no  doubt  the  cause  of  the  extreme  animosity  with 
which,  immediately  afterwards,  they  took  up  arms  against 
Home. 

'  The  colony  of  Cales  was  founded  fi?e  yean  later. 
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THE  GREAT  WAB  WITH   THE   LATIKS. 
389-338  B.c. 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  remark,  that  the  old 
league  between  Borne  and  Latium,  besides  being  weak  and 
insufficient  for  mutual  protection,  was  also  oppressive  and 
prejudicial  to  the  weaker  members.  The  league  suffered 
not  only  from  the  defects  inherent  in  all  federal  bodies, 
inasmuch  as  the  interests  of  the  whole  are  ofben  in  conflict 
with  those  of  a  part,  but  there  was  wanting  fi^m  the  very 
beginning  an  essential  condition  for  true  confederation, 
namely,  equality  in  strength  among  the  members.  Bome, 
by  her  preponderance  over  each  of  the  other  towns  of  the 
league,  was  the  acknowledged  permanent  head,  and  rose 
from  an  equality  of  power  to  absolute  dominion.  Her 
policy  was  decided  by  her  own  interests,  and  the  other 
towns  had  to  serve  this  interest  either  willingly  or  under 
compulsion.  The  Latins,  who  were  of  the  same  race  as 
the  Romans,  equally  proud,  bold,  and  jealous  of  their  free- 
dom, were  conscious  of  the  unfairness  with  which  they 
were  treated,  and  of  the  disadvantageous  position  in  which 
they  were  placed  as  the  allies  of  Rome.  While  they  were 
always  losing  territory  by  the  aggressions  of  the  Volscians 
in  the  south  of  Latium,  the  Romans  had,  with  their  help, 
overthrown  the  powerful  city  of  Veii  on  the  north  of  the 
Tiber,  and  had  incorporated  this  great  and  fertile  territory, 
not  with  the  Latin  league,  but  with  the  Roman  state.*     It 

'  According  to  the  terms  of  the  confederation,  the  Latins  and  Hemicans 
were  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  conquered  land.  But  it  is  certain  that  thej 
obtained  nothing,  as  four  new  Roman  tribes  were  formed  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Tiber.  We  know  not  if  the  Roman  allies  were  allowed  to  take  part  in  the 
two  colonies  Sutrium  and  Nepete,  which  had  the  character  of  Latin  colonies. 
At  any  rate  these  towns  were  subject  to  Rome,  and  not  to  the  confederacy. 
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is   more  than  probable  tbat  the  intermption  of  friendly 
relations  between  Borne  and  her  allies^  which  took  place 
after  the  burning  of  the  city  by  the  Gauls,  was  caused  by     ^^^  »-c. 
the  selfish  policy  of  the  Bomans  and  not  by  her  alleged 
helplessness. 

Strengthened  by  the  recent  conquest  of  Veii,  Eome  had  inequality 
gained  more  than  eyer  such  a  preponderating  influence  Rome  and 
oyer  her  allies — especially  since  the  internal  disputes  be-  ^^'^°^- 
tween  patricians  and  plebeians  were  almost  settled  by  the 
Licinian  laws — ^that  in  the  year  858  B.c.  two  new  districts, 
taken  from  the  Yolscians  in  the  heart  of  Latium,  could  be 
made  into  Boman  tribes.^  The  Latins  had  to  submit  and 
to  renew  the  old  league  under  much  less  fayourable  cir- 
cumstances. Soon  after  this  (343  b.c.)  the  war  broke  out 
with  Samnium.  New  acquisitions  of  territory  were  in 
prospect,  when  it  was  seen  that  the  Samnites  were  not 
able  to  resist  the  united  power  of  the  Bomans,  the  Latins, 
and  the  Campanians.  The  Boman  legions  began  to  get  a 
firm  footing  in  Campania,  and  it  was  assuredly  not  the 
intention  of  the  senate  to  share  with  their  allies  the  rich 
spoils  which  the  Boman  nobility  grudged  eyen  to  their 
own  plebeian  fellow-citizens.  The  mutiny  of  342  B.c., 
with  the  internal  reform  arising  out  of  this,  was  a  purely 
Boman  affair.  There  was  no  thought  of  concessions  to 
the  allies.  Bome  had  determined  to  proceed  in  this  path. 
If  Latium  did  not  now  resist,  it  was  doomed  to  lose  eyen 
the  shadow  of  independence,  and  to  be  absorbed  by  Bome. 

Then  the  national  pride  and  the  spirit  of  the  braye  Strength 
Latins  began  to  rise.     In  the   Samnite  war  they  had  J^^ 
shown  themselyes  equal  to  the  Bomans  in  eyery  warlike  people, 
quality.     There  were  still  in  Latium  a  number  of  un- 
broken peoples  and  fortified  towns,  smaller  indeed  than 
Bome,  but  well  able  to  resist  an  enemy.     There  were 
the  ancient  Tibur,  the  strong  Prseneste,  Aricia,  once  the 
head  of  a  separate  alliance,  Lanuyium  and  the  yenerable 
Layinium,  the  stubborn  Velitrse — which,  as  it  is  reported, 
had  repeatedly  been  conquered  by  Bome,  and  colonised, 

>  These  were  the  tribes  Pomptina  and  Publilia. 
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and  yet  bad  rebelled  again — and  other  towns  of  less 
note.  These  were  joined  by  the  Volscians  of  Antium 
and  Privemum,  who  in  these  conquered  Latin  towns 
had  become  Latins  themselves,  and  shared  the  common 
danger  with  Latium.  A  new  spirit  was  awakened  in 
all  these  peoples.  They  prosecuted  the  war  against  the 
Samnites  independently,  after  Borne  had  in  a  faithless 
manner  concluded  a  separate  peace.  The  peoples  also 
south  of  the  Liris,  even  those  in  Campania,  had  discovered 
the  intention  of  Bome  which  was  threatening  them,  and 
they  were  prepared  to  fight  for  their  independence.  The 
Bomans  had  no  choice  but  to  seek  assistance  from  the 
Samnites,  whom  they  had  just  conquered,  against  such  a 
threatening  combination ;  nor  did  they  scruple  to  unite 
themselves  with  these  their  recent  enemies  against  the 
Latins,  who  had  been  their  faithful  allies  for  a  long  series 
of  years,  who  were  connected  with  them  by  the  ties  of 
kindred  and  blood,  and  who  were  almost  their  fellow- 
citizens.  Of  the  immediate  cause  of  the  war  between 
Bome  and  Latium  Livy  gives  the  following  report.* 

In  the  year  341  b.c.  the  two  prsetors  of  the  Latins, 
L.  Annius,  of  Setia,  and  L.  Minucius,  of  Circeii,  came  to 
Bome  at  the  head  of  an  embassy,  to  lay  before  the  senate 
the  grievances  and  desires  of  the  Latins,  and  to  specify  the 
conditions  on  which  they  were  willing  that  the  old  league 
should  be  maintained.  They  demanded,  as  once  the  ple- 
beians had  demanded,  a  share  in  the  government;  one  of  the 
two  consuls  and  one-half  of  the  senate  were  to  be  Latins. 
This  proposal  was  rejected  with  indignation,  as  if  it  were 
a  desecration  of  the  Soman  Capitol,  and  a  sin  against  the 
gods  of  the  town,  that  a  Latin  should  dare  to  prefer  such  a 
claim  in  the  Boman  senate.  The  intercession  of  the  magis- 
trates was  scarcely  able  to  protect  the  Latin  ambassadors 
from  the  rage  of  the  people.  They  had  to  leave  Bome  in 
haste,  and  the  Bomans  resolved  on  war  without  delay.* 


*  LiTy,  viii.  3-6. 

•  The  story  of  this  Latin  embassy,  of  the  haughty  manner  in  which  their 
demands  were  rejected  and  the  majesty  of  Bome  vindicated,  wag  no  doubt  rery 
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The  claim  of  the  Latins  was,  according  to  onr  feeling  and    CHAP. 
onr  idea  of  justice,  natural  and  equitable.     They  only  de-  ^  ^' 


sired  a  share  in  the  full  citizenship  of  the  state,  which  they  ^^9  b.c. 
defended  every  day  with  their  property  and  their  blood,  with  Fairness  of 
which  they  were  united  by  many  years  of  common  sufferings,  demand, 
and  by  victories  gained  in  common,  by  blood-relationship 
and  intermarriage,  by  thousands  of  social  ties,  by  speaking 
the  same  language  and  worshipping  the  same  gods.  They 
did  not  desire  to  rule  over  Eome ;  they  only  wished  for  pro- 
tection against  unfair  treatment.  Their  situation  was  almost 
the  same  as  that  of  the  plebeians  towards  the  patricians 
when  the  latter  laid  claim  to  be  alone  the  Eoman  people^ 
to  form  the  senate,  and  to  conduct  the  government.  In 
both  cases  the  dispute  was  principally  about  the  share  in 
the  higher  privileges  of  Eoman  citizenship.  Such  a  share 
was  at  the  same  time  a  protection  against  wrong  and 
neglect  in  all  the  relations  of  civu  life,  and  a  title  to  share 
in  the  advantages  which  were  the  fruits  of  victory.  The 
last  point  ought  not  to  be  overlooked,  although  in  the 
received  story  it  is  always  passed  over.  It  concerned  the 
peoples  of  antiquity  in  a  much  higher  degree  than  we  with 
owr  present  views  can  imagine  possible.  In  modem  times 
a  war  between  two  nations  affects  only  the  constituted 
authorities,  and  not  every  citizen  in  his  private  capacity. 
The  state  as  such,  with  its  armed  public  force  and  with 
the  public  money,  carries  on  the  war.  Citizens  not 
serving  in  the  army  take  no  part  in  actual  hostilities; 
consequently  their  persons  as  well  as  their  property 
remain  inviolate.  What  is  not  actually  required  for  the 
wants  of  the  belligerent  armies,  remains  undisturbed  to 
the  peaceful  possessor,  and  no  confiscation  of  private 
property  takes  place,  even  after  the  total  defeat  of  an 
enemy. 

popular  in  Borne,  and  had  assumed  a  form  flattering  to  tiie  national  pride»  as  is 
still  apparent  in  JAyj,  viii.  6.  Yet  Livy  is  not  prepared  to  credit  the  aecount 
which  makes  L.  Annius  scorn  the  power  of  the  Capitoline  Jupiter,  and  as  a 
condign  punishment  of  this  act  of  impiety  fkll  down  the  steps  of  the  temple 
and  give  up  the  ghost. 

VOL.  I.  ▲  A 
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839  B.c.  ^ig  personal  freedom,  not  only  the  life  and  the  freedom 
DiflTerencea  q{  those  belonging  to  him,  of  his  wife  and  his  children, 
andent  but  all  that  he  possessed.  In  this  respect  the  wars  of 
^^^  antiquity  were  mostly  predatory.  They  were  not  carried 
warfare,  on  for  an  idea,  for  religion,  or  to  inforce  a  disputed  suc- 
cession, but  for  the  possession  of  fruitfrd  plains,  rich  mines 
and  pasturage,  of  treasures  of  temples  and  of  works  of 
art.  Hence  it  was  that  the  bond  which  united  the  citi- 
zens of  the  states  of  antiquity  was  so  strong  and  so  im- 
portant, their  patriotism  so  intense,  their  wars  so  obstinate. 
He  who  had  a  share  in  all  the  priyileges  of  a  citizen — ^he, 
and  he  alone,  had  also  a  share  of  the  spoils  and  of  the 
conquered  lands.  The  half-citizen,  the  protected  ally, 
shared  indeed  the  dangers  of  the  war,  but  was  shut  out 
from  its  advantages.  For  this  reason  the  Latins  and  the 
Hemicans  had  stipulated  with  the  Bomans,  in  the  first 
treaty,  that  they  should  receive  each  a  third  of  the  spoils 
and  fruits  of  victory.  As  long  as  the  confederacy  was 
limited  to  the  defence  of  its  territory,  such  a  stipulation 
was  of  no  practical  importance.  When  Borne  began  to 
grow  strong,  she  paid  no  attention  to  it.  It  must  have 
been  clear  to  the  Latins  that,  so  long  as  they  were  vrithout 
the  pale  of  the  Boman  state,  they  would  always  be  cur- 
tailed in  the  division  of  the  spoils.  Only  as  Boman 
citizens  could  they  hope  to  be  treated  with  justice ;  and 
from  this  motive  primarily  may  we  explain  their  desire  to 
obtain  the  Boman  franchise. 
The  real  The  cxact  fonu  of  the  demand  of  the  Latins  has  been 
theLatin  obscuTcd  in  the  popular  account  of  their  embassy.  It 
demand,  differed  no  doubt  very  materially  from  that  related  by 
Livy.  They  could  hardly  claim  that  one  of  the  two 
consuls  and  one-half  of  the  senators  should  be  nominated 
from  the  Latins.  The  internal  order  of  the  Boman  state, 
according  to  which  the  consulate  was  divided  between 
patricians  and  plebeians,  would  have  been  disturbed  by 
such  an  a.rrangement.  The  claim  would  also  have  entailed 
the  division  of  other  political  offices,  as,  for  instance,  that 
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of  the  tribunes,  between  Latins  and  Bomans,  a  demand  of  CHAP, 
which  nothing  is  reported.  No  more  could  the  Latins  >,  ,  .^ 
claim  to  elect  half  the  senate.  The  senate,  which  con-  *^^  ^^• 
sisted  for  the  most  part,  and  certainly  in  its  most  influential 
members,  of  former  magistrates,  would  have  been  made 
incapable  of  governing  the  state.  On  the  other  hand, 
something  which  was  necessarily  an  important  part  of  the 
demand  of  the  Latins,  and  which  must  even  be  supposed 
to  have  been  the  primary  condition  of  a  closer  union,  is 
not  mentioned.  This  was  the  reception  of  the  whole  of 
Latium  into  the  Boman  tribes,  or  more  probably  the 
establishment  of  new  tribes  out  of  the  Latin  territory. 
Had  such  a  demand  been  acceded  to,  every  legitimate 
wish  of  the  Latins  would  have  been  gratified.  Bome 
granted  this  at  a  later  period  voluntarily,  but  under 
materially  altered  circumstances,  when  it  received  the 
different  districts  of  Latium,  of  the  Yolscian,  ^quian, 
and  Hemican  territory  into  the  Soman  tribes.  But  before 
this  took  place  a  time  had  elapsed  in  which  Boman  law, 
and  Boman  citizens  as  landowners,  had  gained  a  firm 
footing  in  those  districts,  so  that  the  amalgamation  of 
that  territory  with  the  Boman  did  not  take  place  until 
the  inliabitants  had  really  become  Bomans. 

When  the  senate  ungraciously  dismissed  the  Latin  em-  Kature  of 
bassy,  it  was  aware  that  war  was  unavoidable  and  the  ^tweeiT*^ 
danger  most  serious.    It  was  not  a  war  concerning  the  the 
possession  of  a  disputed  territory,  but  a  long  postponed  aod^rhe 
contest,  which  was  to  decide  whether  Bome  was  entitled  latins. 
to  dominion,  or  whether  she  was  destined  to  be  simply  one 
of  several  members  of  a  league  ;  it  was  not  a  war  with  a 
foreign  nation,  but  with  men  of  the  same  race  ;  in  fact  it 
was  almost  a  civil  war.     For  centuries  the  Latins  and  the 
Bomans  had  had  the  same  institutions,  political,  religious, 
and  social.     They  formed  one  people,  only  accidentally 
distributed  over  different  places  and  districts.     On  the 
high  Älban  mount,  which  overlooks  the  whole  of  the  Latin 
plain,  they  celebrated  every  year  their  common  festival  in 
honour  of  their  tutelary  god,  Jupiter  Latiaris.     The  civil 
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institutions  of  tlie  towns,  and  their  militaiy  organisation, 
were  everp^here  the  same,  and  not  different  from  those  of 
Borne.  There  was  nothing  to  distinguish  Bomans  and 
Latins  in  arms  or  tactics.  Their  courage  was  equal,'  so 
was  their  military  experience  and  practice ;  in  numbers, 
too,  the  two  armies  were  nearly  balanced.  In  one  point 
only  Rome  was  infinitely  superior,  and  this  saperioritr 
decided  the  victory.  Borne  was  a  united  state ;  the  Ijatins 
formed  a  confederation. 

One  ominous  sign  of  the  weakness  inherent  in  the 
Latin  confederation  was  this,  that  not  all  the  Latin  towns 
took  a  share  in  the  war  with  Borne.  Laurentum  re- 
mained faithful  to  Bome ;  other  places  were  neutraL  He 
Latins  could  still  less  reckon  on  all  the  Yolscians  and 
Campanians  as  true  aUies.  Fundi  and  Tormise  showed 
themselves  friendly  to  the  Bomans,  and  granted  them  a 
free  passage  through  their  territoiy.  Lt  Capua  there  was 
internal  dissension.  The  democratic  party  favoured  the 
Latins.  The  nobility  were  on  the  side  of  the  Bomans, 
and  rendered  such  valuable  services  dui*ing  the  war  that 
after  the  Boman  victory  they  received  their  especial  re- 
ward at  the  expense  of  the  democrats.  Whether  more 
dissensions  occurred  among  the  enemies  of  Bome,  we  do 
not  know.  It  is  certain  that  Bome  used  every  opportonitr 
to  cause  division  among  her  enemies,  and  that  if  the  nobles 
in  any  single  state  were  at  enmity  with  the  people,  they 
had  only  to  turn  towards  her  to  find  ready  assistance. 

The  Bomans  opened  the  war  by  a  march,  which,  by  a 
long  circuitous  way  round  the  east  of  Latium,  brought 
them  right  through  the  country  of  the  Marsians  and 
Pelignians  to  Samnium.  Being  joined  by  a  Samnite 
army,  they  invaded  Campania.  This  plan  of  the  campaign, 
which  was  suggested  by  their  alliance  with  the  Samnites, 
was  bold  but  safe.     The  city  of  Bome^  it  is  true,  was  left 


*  It  is  a  mean  and  unworthy  insinuation  of  Liy7(Tiii.  8)  to  saj  that  Romans 
and  Latins  differed  in  nothing  but  courage.  Curiously  enough,  the  Bomai» 
repeated  such  ungenerous  calumnies  even  at  a  time  when  the  enemies  against 
-whom  they  were  directed  had  become  Bomans. 
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to  the  protection  of  her  citizens  alone,  and  the  whole     CHAP. 
armed  force  of  four  legions  marched  into  a  distant  country. 


where  they  were  separated  by  the  forces  of  the  Latins  and  ^^^  *•^• 
Yolscians  from  their  home  and  the  base  of  their  opera- 
tions. But  the  Boman  army  had,  in  case  of  necessity,  its 
retreat  open  towards  Samnium,  and  by  attacking  the 
Latins  from  the  south  they  compelled  them  to  turn  to- 
wards Campania,  and  thus  they  indirectly  protected  their 
capital.  We  cannot  fail  to  recognise  here  a  well-studied, 
ingenious  plan.  The  operations  are  grander  and  more 
complicated  than  those  of  the  former  wars  with  the  Vol- 
scians  and  the  Etruscans.  They  rise  to  the  character 
and  the  proportions  which  led  the  Eomans  on  to  victory 
in  the  successive  wars  with  the  Samnites,  Greeks,  and 
Carthaginians. 

The  campaign  in  Campania  was  remembered  in  the  Traditions 
popular  tradition  chiefly  by  two  stories,  connected  with  campaign, 
the  names  of  the  two  consuls,  and  derived,  perhaps,  from 
the  family  chronicles  of  the  Manlii  and  the  Decii.  It  is  the 
horrible  tradition  of  two  human  sacrifices  which  fell  as 
offerings  to  Boman  discipline  and  patriotism — the  tradition 
of  the  execution  of  young  Manlius  by  his  father,  the  consul 
T.  Manlius  Torquatus,and  of  the  self-devotion  of  the  consul 
P.  Decius  Mus. 

The  consul  T.  Manlius  is  one  of  those  Eoman  heroes  '^l?*^'y 
of  the  olden  time  on  whom  the  legend  growing  into  history  Manlius 
loves  to  linger.    Whilst  of  most  of  his  contemporaries  we  Toiquatus. 
know  nothing  more  than  their  names,  or  some  isolated 
actions,  or  their  general  character,  it  seems  that  we  can 
discover  in  this  man   distinct  features  and  individual 
qualities.    He  was  a  genuine  Boman — rude,  uneducated, 
severe  towards  himself  and  towards  others,  valiant  in  the 
field,  without  consideration  for  duties  and  feelings  which 
were  not  subservient  to  the  greatness  and  well-being  of  his 
country.    His  fiither  had  akeady  shown  the  same  spirit 
before  him.    When,  in  the  year  865  B.O.,  one  of  those 
desolating  plagues  broke  out  which  so  often  in  antiquity 
filled  the  minds  of  the  people  with  fear  and  superstition, 
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BOOK  when  by  this  plague  the  old  Camillus  was  carried  off,  with 
__    }'    ^  many  of  the  noblest  men,  and  when  the  people,  losing  aU 

839  B.c.  j^^p^  fy^jj^  human  aid,  sought  salration  from  the  gods 
alone,'  a  long-forgotten  religious  custom  was  revived,  by 
which,  according  to  tradition,  once  in  former  times  the  fury 
of  the  plague  had  been  allayed.  It  had  been  the  custom 
to  cause  the  chief  magistrate,  at  the  autumnal  equinox,  to 
drive  a  nail  into  the  wall  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter  on  the 
Capitol.*  L.  Manlius  was  now  elected  dictator  to  drive  in 
this  nail.*  His  dictatorship  had  no  political  object.  It 
was  merely  a  religious  formality.  But  L.  Manlius,  who  at 
that  time,  if  not  sooner,  had  gained  for  himself  the  surname 
^  Imperiosus,^  endeavoured  to  act  as  a  real  dictator.^  He 
commanded  the  citizens  to  be  enlisted,  as  if  there  were 
war  with  the  Hemicans,  and  persisted  in  the  levy  with 
the  utmost  severity,  punishing  the  refractory  ones  by 
stripes  and  imprisonment.  When  he  was  checked  in  this 
audacious  abuse  of  authority  by  the  unanimous  inter- 
cession of  the  tribunes,  and  impeached  by  the  tribune 
M.  Pomponius  on  this  account,  and  on  the  charge  of  edu- 
cating his  son  Titus  in  a  manner  unbecoming  his  station, 
the  latter  hurried  from  his  father's  farm  in  the  country, 
where  he  was  kept  to  ordinary  peasant's  work,  into 
the  town,  forced  his  way  in  the  early  morning  into 
the  house  of  the  tribune,  and  threatened  to  murder  him 
immediately  if  he  did  not  swear  to  drop  the  accusation 
against  his  father.^    The  same  youth,  soon  after  this, 

'  Li?7,  vii.  3 :  *  Cum  piaculorum  magis  conquisitio  animoB  quam  corpora 
morbi  afficerent.' 

'  This  rude  but  sure  mode  of  preserving  a  chronological  record  of  the  num- 
ber of  years  elapsed  from  a  given  time,  originated  no  doubt  before  the  art  of 
-writing  was  known,  but  like  similar  customs  continued  to  be  practised  long 
after.  In  some  rural  districts,  at  least  in  France,  the  tally  is  still  in  use,  and 
in  England  the  perambulation  of  parishes  is  still  practised  in  some  places. 
As  the  latter  practice  was  connected  with  religious  ceremonies,  so  was  the 
fixing  of  the  annual  nail ;  but  the  origin  of  both  was  of  a  practical  nature. 

■  Livy,  vii.  3. 

*  Dictator  rei  gerund»  causa. 

*  This  anecdote  is  not  worth  much.  It  belongs  to  that  class  of  idle  stories 
which  betray  an  utter  ignorance  or  disregard  of  Boman  institutions  and 
customs  in  those  who  invented  and  repeated  them  (see  above,  pp.  162,  262).  The 
severity  with  which  a  feither  kept  his  son  to  agricultural  labour  eould  never 
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killed,  in  single  combat,  a  gigantic  Gaul,  despoiled  him  of 
his  necklace  (targues),  and  thus  acquired  the  surname 
Torquatus.  Now,  during  the  rebellion  of  the  Latins,  he  ^^®  ^'^' 
^as  made  consul  for  the  third  time,  and  Livy  puts  into  his 
mouth  the  haughtj  speech  to  the  Latin  ambassadors  in 
the  senate :  '  If  the  sanctuary  of  the  senate  could  be  so 
desecrated  that  a  man  of  Setia  ruled  in  it,  he  would  come 
armed  into  the  assembly,  and  strike  down  with  his  sword 
the  first  Latin  who  met  him.' 

When  the  war  had  broken  out,  and  both  the  hostile  The  »tory 
armies  lay  encamped  against  each  other  in  Campania,  the  l^^  ^  " 
consuls  issued  orders  to  the  soldiers  to  avoid  all  irregular  son. 
fighting,  and  all  encounters  with  the  enemy,  and  to  take 
up  the  combat  only  on  the  explicit  command  of  their 
superior  officers.  They  apprehended  a  relaxation  of 
military  discipline  if  the  Soman  soldiers  and  the  Latins, 
their  old  companions  in  arms,  had  opportunities  of  meeting 
singly.  Then  it  happened  that  the  son  of  the  consul  T. 
Manlius,  who  led  a  troop  of  cavalry,  approached  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  was  challenged  by  Geminus  Mettius, 
the  commander  of  the  Tusculaji  horse,  with  whom  he 
was  personally  acquainted.  Stung  by  the  contemptuous 
words  of  the  Tusculan,  the  fiery  youth  forgot  the  injunction 
of  his  father,  accepted  the  challenge,  and  killed  Mettius. 
Li  triumph  he  returned  to  the  camp,  decorated  with  the 
arms  of  his  slain  enemy,  and  accompanied  by  an  exulting 
crowd  of  his  men.  Before  his  eyes  floated,  perhaps,  the 
image  of  his  father,  marching  through  the  lines  of  the 
camp,  adorned  with  the  necklace  of  the  Gaul  he  had 
slain,  and  about  to  receive  his  deserved  reward.  But 
a  far  different  reception  awaited  him.    With  a  gloomy 

have  been  made  the  subject  of  a  tribnnician  accofiation.  At  the  time  in  ques- 
tion and  for  a  long  time  after,  an  edncation  like  that  which  Manlius  is  said  to 
hare  giren  to  his  son  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  especiaUy  fit  for  a 
Boman  youth.  Moreover,  the  utter  disregard  of  the  law  which  is  ascribed  to 
the  two  Manlii  is  incredible.  What  would  have  been  the  value  of  the  f^da- 
mental  law,  which  invested  the  tribunes  with  the  right  and  duty  of  protecting 
the  plebeians,  if,  in  spite  of  their  inviolability,  guaranteed  by  the  sacred  laws, 
they  were  themselves  exposed  to  such  brutid  and  cowardly  treatment  aa 
Pomponius  is  said  to  hare  suffered  ? 
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BOOK     look  his  father  turned  away  firom  him,  assembled  imine- 
s_ — ,-1— ^  diately  the  whole   army  by  the  blast  of  the  tnuapet, 
339  B.c.    g^^  pronounced  the  sentence  of  death  over  his  victorious 
son.     The  safety  of  the  state  was  not  to  suffer  from 
parental  indulgence.  Military  discipline,  which  was  shaken 
by  the  conduct  of  the  consul's  son,  could  only  be  restored 
by  the  blood  of  the  offender.     In  the  contest  of  duty  and 
paternal  love,  the  feeling  of  the  Boman  citizen  triumphed. 
The  blood  of  the  son  flowed  before  the  eyes  of  the  father. 
Paralysed  at  first  with  awe  and  terror,  the  assembly  soon 
burst  forth  into  lamentations  and  curses  against  the  un- 
natural parent.    The  name  of  Manlius  was  hateful  for  aJl 
time,  and  the  Roman  youth  were  never  reconciled  to  the 
heartless  man  who  had  raged  against  his  own  blood.^ 
The  stray        The  gods  desired  yet  another  sacrifice  before  they  could 
Dociufl  ^^   acknowledge  the  Eoman  people  as  justified  to  nde  over 
Mos.  the  various  kindred  tribes  of  Italy.     A  Soman  consul 

must  be  prepared  to  sacrifice  not  only  the  life  of  his  son^ 
but  his  own  life  for  the  good  of  his  country.  This  self- 
sacrifice  was  reserved  for  F.  Decius  Mus,  the  plebeian 
colleague  of  Manlius,  a  man  who  had  once  before  saved  a 
Boman  army  in  the  Samnite  war  by  drawing  on  himself 
and  a  chosen  band  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  and  by  expos- 
ing himself  voluntarily  to  an  apparently  inevitable  death 
Both  consuls,  it  is  said,'  were  warned  in  the  same  night 
by  a  dream,  that  one  of  the  two  hostile  armies  which  were 

>  The  deed  of  Manlius  was  in  the  highest  degree  characteristic  of  the  Bornas 
character.  The  Bomans  always  referred  with  a  certain  satisfaction  and 
national  pride  to  the  execution  of  the  two  sons  of  Brutus,  and  to  that  of 
the  young  Postumius,  who  suffered  death  at  the  hands  of  his  father,  the 
dictator  A.  Postumius  Tuhertus,  in  431  b.c.,  for  the  same  offence  as  youi^ 
*  Manlius.  Of  a  similar  character  is  the  story  according  to  which  8p.  G^ns 
was  put  to  death  by  his  own  fiither  on  account  of  his  treasonable  conduct  (see 
p.  182).  The  truth  of  such  stories  may  be  doubtful,  but  they  are  at  all  erents 
characteristic  of  the  feelings  of  those  who  related  them.  The  sentiment  of 
unrelenting  severity  to  those  who  disregarded  their  duties  as  citizens  or  soldios 
was  not  exceptional  among  the  Bomans.  The  whole  of  the  Boman  people 
acted  like  Manlius  when,  in  the  second  Punic  war,  they  refused  to  ransom  their 
brothers  and  sons  who  had  allowed  themselves  to  be  taken  prisoners,  when  it 
was  their  duty  to  conquer  or  to  die. 
•  Livy,  viii.  6,  9. 
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now  conj&onting  each  other  was  doomed  to  perish,  and  that  CHAP, 
the  general  of  the  other  must  die.  Victory  would  therefore  .,  /  .^ 
be  with  that  army  whose  general  would  devote  himself  ^^^"-^ 
to  death,  and  mth  himself  the  army  of  the  enemy.  At  a 
solemn  sacrifice  the  haruspices  saw  in  the  entrails  of  the 
victims  the  confirmation  of  what  had  been  revealed  by 
dreams  to  the  consuls,  and  neither  of  the  two  men  trem- 
bled or  shrunk  &om  the  task,  which,  as  a  Eoman  and  a 
consul,  he  had  to  discharge.  They  agreed  that  he  whose 
legions  should  begin  to  fidl  back  in  the  battle  should 
fulfil  the  command  of  the  gods,  and  seek  death  as  a 
pledge  of  victory  for  his  country.  The  battle  was  fought 
by  Mount  Vesuvius.  It  was  long  undecided.  On  each 
side  were  warriors  accustomed  to  conquer.  At  length  the 
Bomans  on  the  side  where  Decius  commanded  fell  into 
disorder  and  were  driven  back.  The  moment  had  now 
arrived  for  Decius  to  fulfil  his  fate.  He  sent  for  the  chief 
pontiff,  veiled  his  head,  and  repeated  after  the  priest  the 
sacred  form  of  prayer :  ^  0  Janus,  Jupiter,  Father  Mars, 
Quirinus,  BeUona,  ye  Lares,  ye  foreign  and  ye  our  native 
gods,  ye  gods  who  have  power  over  us  and  our  enemies,  ye 
spirits  of  the  departed,  to  you  I  pray,  you  I  worship,  from 
you  I  hope  for  this  grace,  that  ye  vouchsafe  strength  and 
victory  to  the  Soman  people  of  the  Quirites,  and  strike  the 
enemies  of  the  Boman  people  with  terror,  fear,  and  death. 
As  I  have  pronounced  the  words,  so  do  I  now,  on  behalf  of 
the  commonwealth  of  the  Boman  people  of  the  Quirites, 
of  the  army,  the  legions  and  the  allies  of  the  Boman 
people,  devote  with  myself  to  the  spirits  of  the  departed 
and  to  the  earth  the  legions  and  the  allies  of  the  enemy.' ^ 
Having  uttered  this  prayer,  Decius  mounted  his  horse, 
still  wrapped  in  his  toga,^  and  plunged  into  the  thickest 
of  the  battle,  seeking  death  for  himself  and  victory  for 
his  army.    When  he  was  struck  to  death,  the  resistance 

'  LiTj,  Tiii.  9. 

'  JÄVJ,  viii.  9 :  '  InmctnB  cinctn  Gabino  aimatus  in  eqnvm  inmliut.'  Thd 
'  cinctuB  Gabinus'  was  a  peculiar  mode  of  wearing  the  toga,  usual  on  solenui 
occasions.— IdTy,  t.  46.    Sernus,  ad  Yixg.  JEn.,  vii  612. 
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of  the  Latins  grew  gradually  weaker,  and  the  day  remained 
with  the  Bomans. 

In  spite  of  the  death  of  the  magnanimous  Decins,  the 
victory,  it  is  said,  was  finally  gained  by  a  strategem  of 
Manlius,  who  deceived  the  Latins,  kept  back  his  last 
reserve,  the  triarii,  and  ordered  them  to  advance  when 
the  Latin  triarii  were  exhausted.  It  appears  that  both 
families,  the  Decii  as  well  as  the  Manlii,  had  their  parti- 
cular traditions  regarding  the  great  battle  in  which  the 
Latins  were  overthrown,  and  the  annalists  did  their  utmost 
to  combine  the  two.  We  shaU  not  attempt  to  draw  a 
picture  of  the  battle.  Such  pictures  belong  to  the  latest 
products  of  contemporary  history,  and  are  not  always 
intelligible  and  authentic,  even  if  they  are  drawn  by  eye- 
witnesses or  the  commanding  generals  themselves.  We 
shall  have  to  be  satisfied  for  a  long  while  yet  if  we  can 
only  ascertain  the  issue  of  battles  with  certainiy,  for  we 
are  not  nearly  past  the  time  of  fictitious  battles  and 
victories.  In  the  report  of  the  battle  of  Mount  Vesuvius, 
we  are  struck  by  the  dishonesty  of  the  Soman  historians, 
who  had  nothing  else  to  say  of  the  allied  Samnites  than 
that  they  remained  stationary  in  the  distance  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain.  We  cannot  believe  for  one  moment 
that  the  warlike  Samnites  were  idle  spectators  in  a 
decisive  battle.  They  probably  fought  against  the  allies 
of  the  Latins,  the  Yolscians  and  Campanians. 

At  any  rate  victory  was  on  the  side  of  the  Bomans  and 
the  Samnites.  The  Latins  and  their  allies  rallied  again  at 
Tri£Bunum,  but  were  overthrown  with  little  trouble,  and 
the  war  resolved  itself  into  a  number  of  small  engage- 
ments. The  Latins  were  not  able  to  raise  another  force, 
and  to  meet  the  Bomans  in  the  field.^    They  threw  them- 

>  The  contingent  of  Lavininm  was  so  slow  in  getting  ready,  that  it  was  just 
marching  out  of  the  gates  to  join  the  Latin  army  when  the  news  of  the  battle 
of  Mount  Vesnyins  arrived.  They  returned  immediately,  and  Milionins,  the 
commander,  is  reported  to  have  said  that  they  would  have  to  pay  dearij  for 
this  short  march.  (JAvj,  viii.  11.)  This  anecdote  deserres  to  be  trae.  It 
characterises  the  inefficiency  of  the  Latin  confederacy.  It  is  perhaps  deriTed 
from  Cato's  Oriffinee,  in  which  work  the  local  histories  and  traditions  were 
contained. 
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selves  into  their  fortified  towns  and  hoped  by  an  obstinate  CHAP, 
resistance  to  tire  out  the  Bomans.  Thus  the  war  was  .  ^  . 
lengthened  out  for  some  time.  The  siege  of  a  town  forti-  ^^®  "•^• 
fied  either  by  nature  or  by  art  was  a  difficult  task,  which 
before  all  things  required  time.  The  Eomans  of  this 
age  were  not  acquainted  with  the  mechanical  contrivances 
which  at  a  later  period  they  learnt  from  the  Greeks,  and 
which,  however  imperfectly,  represented  what  we  call 
artillery.  They  tried  to  obtain  their  object  by  the  per- 
tinacity with  which  they  held  out  before  a  besieged  town ; 
they  enclosed  it  by  circumvaUations,  and  gradually  ap- 
proached the  walls  with  their  ponderous  battering-rams, 
after  filling  up  the  town-moats  with  earth  and  wood.  If 
this  was  not  possible,  they  relied  on  reducing  the  inhabi- 
tants by  hunger.  Such  a  proceeding  was^  however,  pos- 
sible only  if  the  besieged  town  had  no  prospect  of  relief 
from  without.  As  long  as  the  enemy  could  keep  posses- 
sion of  the  field,  the  conquest  of  a  fortified  place  was  very 
uncertain.  On  this  the  Latins  calculated.  Every  single 
town  in  Latium  was  a  fortress,  defended  by  perpendicular 
clifBs  or  by  strong  walls.  Some  towns,  such  as  Prseneste, 
were  ac^owledged  to  be  impregnable.  It  is  therefore 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Bomans,  even  after  two 
decisive  victories,  had  still  a  difficult  task  before  they 
could  hope  to  make  the  Latins  submit.  We  hear  of  a 
long-continued  and  at  first  unsuccessfol  siege  of  Pedum,  a 
town  seldom  mentioned,  which,  in  comparison  with  Tibur, 
Prseneste,  Yelitrse,  Lanuvium,  and  Antium,  must  have 
been  very  inconsiderable.  In  the  following  year  a  victory 
of  the  Bomans,  near  an  unknown  river  called  Astura,  is 
reported,  over  the  forces  of  Arieia,  Lanuvium,  and  Yelitrse, 
and  now  at  last  Pedum  was  taken.  About  this  time,  the 
important  town  of  Antixun,  which  by  its  fleet  had  kept 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Borne  in  alarm,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Bomans.^ 

'  The  oonquMt  of  Antium  is  indeed  reported  but  indirectly  in  a  speech  of 
the  conenl  (liTy,  viii.  13)»  yet  it  must  be  supposed  to  have  taken  place  about 
this  time,  as  in  338  B.c.  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Bomans  and  receired 
a  Boman  colony. 
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BOOK        We  may  presume  that  the  other  towns  of  Latimn 


m. 


suffered  or  feared  the  same  fate.  The  Hemicans  remained 
839  B.c.    neutral,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  assisted  the  Bomans, 
^"™tod  to  ^^^^^^^S  *^  their  duty  as .  members  of  the  old  confedera- 
the  Latin    tion.    That  neither  they  nor  the  Samnites  are  mentioned 
towM.        jj^  ^g  £jjgj  overthrow  of  Latium  is,  as  we  have  often  seen, 
to  be  explained  from  the  custom  of  the  Boman  annalists, 
who  were  always  bent  on  appropriating  aU  the  gloiy  to 
themselves.     But  the  victory  of  the  Bomans  was  by  no 
means  decided  by  one  blow,  nor  was  it  a  victory  over  aU 
the  Latins«     It  is  distinctly  said  of  the  Laurentines  that 
they  remained  faithful  to  Bome,  and  we  may  assume 
that  Preeneste  as  well  as  Tibur  terminated  the  war  by  an 
honourable  peace  which  left  them  independent.    Bome 
understood  how  to  divide  her  enemies.     She  recognised 
the  confederation  of  the  Latins  no  longer  after  she  had 
retired  from  it.     Only  separately  she  negotiated  with  her 
enemies,  and  the  different  towns  obtained  peace  under 
different  conditions,  as  the  interest  of  Bome  or  the  ability 
of  resistance  possessed  by  each  might  dictate. 
Tr>«ty  Tibur  and  Prseneste  were  treated  most  leniently,  not 

wiüi  Tibur  jj^cause  they  had  been  less  violently  opposed  to  Bome,  but 
Pnenerte.  because  their  strengt  was  such  that  Bome  had  no  hope 
of  subduing  them  by  force  of  arms.  They  were  therefore 
separated  from,  the  rest  of  the  Latins,  and  the  old  condi- 
tions of  their  alliance  with  Bome  were  in  the  main 
restored.  They  remained  independent  states  in  the  full 
^oyment  of  their  own  laws  and  separate  existence.  Their 
sovereignty  was  limited  only  in  one  point,  and  this  limi^ 
tation  might  be  regarded  as  an  advantage,  and  as  a 
guarantee  of  their  security.  A  defensive  and  offensive 
alliance  obliged  them  to  let  their  contingents  join  the 
Boman  army  in  case  of  war.  In  other  respects,  they 
enjoyed  such  an  amount  of  free  action  as  small  states  can 
hope  to  possess  when  allied  to  a  larger.  This  state  of 
things  lasted  for  many  generations,  until  the  time  when 
the  Tiburtines  and  Frsenestines  had  ceased  to  feel  other- 
wise than  as  Bomans. 
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The  Latin  and  Yolscian  districte  wliicli  the  fortune  of  CHAP, 
war  had  made  subject  to  the  Bomans  received  less  . '  ^ 
favourable  conditions.*  They  were  admitted  into  a  more  ^^^  ^•^" 
intimate  connexion,  which  made  them  Eoman  citizens  of  Treatonent 
the  second  class,  without  the  political  franchise  and  yet  districtB. 
subject  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  Boman  citizens.  They 
received  neither  the  right  of  voting  in  the  legislative 
assemblies  of  the  Boman  people,  nor  that  of  being  elected 
to  any  place  of  honour ;  they  formed  therefore  no  part  of 
the  real  Boman  state,  and  were  included  in  no  Boman 
tribe.*  On  the  other  hand,  they  enjoyed  the  private  right 
of  Boman  citizens,  the  privilege  of  concluding  a  marriage 
with  Bomans,  with  aU  its  legal  consequences,'  and  moreover 
the  right  to  buy  and  sell  in  Bome  according  to  the  strict 
Boman  forms.^  The  most  important  part  of  this  latter 
right  was  that  of  being  able  to  hold  landed  property,  and 
without  this  right,  which  naturally,  as  well  as  the  right  of 
marriage,  was  mutual,  and  enjoyed  by  Bomans  in  Latin 
towns  as  by  Latins  in  Bome,  it  would  not  have  been  so 
easy  as  indeed  it  was  to  romanise  the  whole  of  Latium 
and  to  prepare  it  for  reception  into  full  Boman  citizenship, 
which  happened  in  course  of  time.  It  is  therefore  clear 
that  the  concession  of  the  Boman  rights  of  marriage  and 
commerce  to  the  subject  Latins,  which  made  them  nomi- 
nally Bomans,  was  not  so  much  a  concession  granted  to 
them  as  it  was  a  privilege  for  the  old  Boman  citizens,  and 
enabled  them  to  settle  in  Latium,  and  to  reap  the  advan- 
tages which  trade,  commerce,  and  agriculture  offered. 
This  was  all  the  easier  as  the  Boman  jurisdiction  was 
introduced  as  a  further  condition  of  peace  into  the  subject 

■  The  list  of  towns  which  belonged  to  this  class  is  known  but  imperfectly. 
According  to  Livy  (viii.  14)  and  Paollns  Diaconus  (in  Festus,  s.  t.  mnnicipium, 
p.  127,  ed.  Müller)  it  contained  Arida,  Pedum,  Nomentum,  Tusculum,  and 
Lanuvium.  It  was  not  till  some  time  after  that  such  towns  as  Fundi,  Formi», 
Aceme,  Cum»,  lying  south  of  Latium  proper,  receired  similar  terms.  Con- 
cerning Acerrse,  see  Livy,  viii.  17. 

'  They  had  the  Civitas  sine  suffroffio,  which  was  in  all  material  points  the 
position  which  the  plebeians  had  occupied  in  the  beginning  of  the  republic. 

'  This  right  was  the  Qmnubium. 

*  This  was  the  Commercium. 
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BOOK     towns.    A  deputy  of  the  Boman  prsetor,  under  the  name 
N — ,-1— '  of  prefect  (proefeciue  juri  dicundo),  was  annnally  sent  into 
S39  B.c.    ^Q  separate  towns,  and  administered  the  jurisdiction  in  all 
civil  cases  in  which  the  Boman  marriage  and  commercial 
law  had  to  be  applied.     It  is  probable  that  in   other 
respects  nothing  was  altered  in  the  customary  laws. 
Wisdom  On  the  whole,  Bome  was  not  beset  by  the  sin  of  modem 

ä)man  bureaucratic  states — the  sin  of  governing  too  mnch,  of 
policy.  meddling  vriith  affiiirs  which  could  safely  be  left  to  local 
self-government  vdthout  endangering  her  supremacy.  A 
great  variety  of  local  usages  and  names  survived  the 
absorption  of  the  different  towns  into  the  Boman  republic, 
and  this  wise  policy  contributed  materially  to  &cilitate 
the  extension  of  Boman  dominion  and  to  attach  the 
subject  towns  to  Boman  rule.  Only  in  those  places  which 
by  special  acts  of  faithlessness  or  treason  had  drawn  upon 
themselves  the  vengeance  of  Bome  every  kind  of  local 
independence  was  abolished.^ 
Bardens  It  was  now  necessary  to  fix  the  duties  which  the  Latin 
on^he  towns  subject  to  Bome  would  have  to  perform.  In  the 
Latin  place  of  the  old  alliance,  which  was  based  on  the  principle 
of  equality  and  voluntary  consent  of  the  separate  members 
to  all  common  burdens,  the  Latin  towns  had  now  to  submit 
to  complete  dependence  on  Bome.  Their  contributions  in 
money  and  in  soldiers  were  neither  determined  by  their 
consent,  as  formerly,  nor  fixed  once  for  all ;  but  they  were 
imposed  on  them  by  Bome,  according  to  the  pleasure  of 
the  Bomans,  and  according  to  the  wants  of  the  time, 
vdthout  their  having  any  influence  on  the  decision.  This 
duty  was  the  distinguishing  mark  of  the  subject  towns, 
and  from  it  arose  the  name  'municipal,'  i,e.  bound  to 
services.    The  Boman  censors  made  the  assessment  of  the 


'  What  towns  were  thus  severely  treated  is  not  apparent  from  lArys  narra- 
tive. PauUuB  Diaconus  (in  Festus,  p.  127,  ed.  Müller)  mentions  Arida,  Cere, 
and  Anagnia.  Of  these  Livy  reckons  Aricia  in  the  preceding  class.  The 
other  two  belong  to  a  later  period.  But  we  may  suppose  that  Velitne  and 
Privemum  were  in  this  class,  because  they  acted  as  Capua  did  in  the  second 
Punic  war. 


towns. 
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municipalities,  according  to  which  the  taxes  were  raised, 
and  Boman  officers  took  charge  of  the  levying  of  the  men 
for  the  military  service.  In  order  to  prevent  in  future  ^3^®-^- 
the  possibility  of  a  revolt,  every  kind  of  political  union 
between  the  Latin  towns  was  dissolved.  They  were  not 
allowed  to  combine  one  with  another  for  any  common 
purpose.  The  only  place  where  Latins  from  different 
localities  could  meet  for  common  action  was  henceforth 
Borne.  In  Bome  they  all  enjoyed  the  rights  of  settling, 
of  buying  and  selling,  of  marrying  according  to  the 
strict  Boman  law;  but  all  similar  intercourse  between 
one  Latin  town  and  another  was  cut  off.  They  were 
destined  to  repel  each  other  and  to  be  attracted  to  the 
common  centre. 

Thus,  isolated,  politically  powerless,  socially  dependent  Formation 
on  Bome,  the  old  towns  of  the  Latins,  once  so  proud  and  La^u^ 
so  free,  became  gradually  provincial  towns  of  the  Boman 
territory.  There  was  from  Bome  a  continual  influx  of 
Boman  citizens.  The  old  Latium  disappeared,  and  a  new 
Latium  took  its  place,  which,  by  means  of  Latin  colonies, 
carried  the  Boman  institutions,  in  the  course  of  two  cen- 
turies, over  the  whole  peninsula. 

As  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  remark,  wars  and  Aequisi- 
treaties  of  peace  produced  in  antiquity  not  only  changes  in  ^^  ^^ 
the  political  conditions  of  the  belligerents,  but  confiscations  ^^^ 
of  land  which  were  of  much  more  importance  than  the  loss 
and  gain  of  purely  political  advantages.    With  the  over- 
throw of  the  Latins,  extensive  tracts  of  state  land  were, 
as  we  might  expect,  appropriated  by  the  Eomans.     Even 
Tibur  and  Prseneste  are  said  to  have  been  mulcted  in  this 
way,^  although  these  two  towns  were  treated  most  lenientiy. 
With  those    towns    which    were    changed  into  Boman 
municipalities  this  must  have  been  the  case  in  a  much 
higher  degree.*    It  was  not  necessary  always  to  send  a 
Boman  colony  into  such  towns.     The  occupation  of  state 

'  Livy,  Tiii.  14. 

'  Hence  the  remark  in  Livy,  viii.  12 :  '  Latinos  ob  iram  agri  amissi  rebel* 
lantcfl.' 
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land  by  Boman  citizens  took  place  in  many  cases  ^  where 
it  was  not  necessary  to  establish  colonies,  which,  at  the 
period  we  are  speaking  of,  had  primarily  the  object  of 
securing  an  exposed  frontier,  and  not  that  of  providing 
for  poor  citizens.  As  in  the  large  territory  of  Veii  only  two 
colonies,  Satrium  and  Nepete,  were  established,  whUe  all 
the  remaining  land  was  reserved  for  the  nse  of  the  Boman 
citizens,  so  it  is  probable  that  but  few  places  in  Latimn 
were  now  colonized.*  Most  of  the  districts  lay  so  near  to 
Eome  that  they  appeared  to  need  no  particular  protection 
through  colonies«  But  that  considerable  portions  of  land 
were  made  Boman  state  land  cannot  be  doubted.'  Where 
no  further  severity  was  necessary,  the  confiscation  of  the 
state  lands  was  considered  a  sufficient  punishment,  but 
where,  as  in  Yelitrse,  the  nobility  had  shown  themselves 
especially  hostile,  banishment  was  added  to  confiscation. 

Besides  the  towns  with  which  the  old  allianoe  was  re- 
newed and  those  which  became  mtmtctpta,  there  was  a  third 
class  of  Latin  towns  which  were  completely  absorbed  into 
the  Boman  state,  two  new  Boman  tribes  being  formed  out 
of  their  territory.  These  towns  seem  to  have  obtained  the 
most  favourable  conditions,  inasmuch  as  they  were  fully 
incorporated.  But  a  suspicion  remains  that  perhaps  they 
were  really  treated  most  severely,  for  it  is  not  unlikely 


'  As  in  Yelitne,  which  was  not  made  a  colony  in  the  proper  sense,  thon^rh 
Livy  (riii.  14)  says  of  it:  'In  agram  senatomm  coloni  missi.'  Probably 
Velitne  became  a  municipium  without  the  right  of  local  self-goTemment. 

*  The  Volscian  town  of  Antium  had  taken  an  actire  part  in  the  war  with 
Rome.  How  it  fell  into  the  power  of  the  Romans  we  know  not  (see  p.  163).  In 
338  B.c.,  at  the  time  of  the  general  settlement  of  Latium,  a  Roman  colony,  con- 
sisting of  300  men,  was  sent  there.  Its  fleet  was  partly  burnt,  partly  taken  to 
Rome,  where  the  public  platform  in  the  Forum  was  ornamented  with  the '  rostra ' 
of  the  ships.  Dionysius  (ix.  50)  tells  of  a  colony  of  Romans,  Latins,  and  Hemi- 
cans  sent  to  Antium  shortly  after  the  establishment  of  the  republic  (in  467 
B.c.).  This  statement  deserves  no  credit,  and  appears  from  the  elaborate  detail 
to  be  of  late  origin.  livy  (viii.  14),  speaking  of  the  colony  of  338,  says  tbst 
the  people  of  Antium  were  allowed  to  become  Roman  colonists.  He  hsd  said 
the  same  of  the  pretended  colony  of  467  b.c.  This  is  an  example  which  shows 
how  later  events  furnished  the  materials  for  filling  the  void  of  the  earlier 
annals. 

'  Livy,  viii.  11 :  '  Latium  Capuaque  agro  multati.' 
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that  the  old  proprietors  were  dispossessed  and  Eoman     CHAP, 
citizens  settled  on  their  lands.  What  became  of  the  former         . '    ^ 
possessors  is  uncertain.     Perhaps  they  entered  the  class     ^^^  ^•^• 
of  the  serarii,  or,  in  other  words,  became  subjects  without 
public  rights ;  perhaps  they  were  simply  expelled  or  sold 
as  slaves. 


VOL.  I.  B  B 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


370  ROMAN  HISTORY. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

THE   LAWS   OP   PUBLILIUS   PHILO,  839   B.C. 

BOOK  Before  the  new  organisation  of  Latinm  was  completed,  a 
.,    ,         disturbance  took  place  in  Eome,  which  showed  that  the 

339  B.c.  qJ^  opposition  between  patricians  and  plebeians  had  not  yet 
Renewal  of  quite  disappeared.   We  have  already  seen  that  the  Licinian 

theetnfe,     /       ,      ,  /f^    ,  ,  _  "'  _  ,        «r. 

between      law  had  failed  to  produce  perfect  peace  and  concord.     The 
danrand     ™^^*^^y  ^^  *^®  legions  in  the  year  842  b.c.  had  hardly  led 
plebeians,    to  an  agreement  when  the  impending  revolution  in  Latium 
opened  a  prospect  of  change  in  all  the  social  relations  of 
the  people.    It  seems  that  the  nobility  were   still  as 
anxious  as  ever  to  secure  for  themselves  the  greatest  advan- 
tages.   In  the  senate  this  party  possessed  the  majority  ; 
and  as  the  senate,  acting  as  an  executive   council,  was 
not  only  intrusted  with  carrying   out  the  resolutions  of 
the  people  as  to  the  organisation  of  the  newly-acquired 
districts,^  but  could  by  their  consent  or  refusal  (i.e.  by 
giving   or  withholding  the  patrum  auctoritas)  further  or 
retard  these  resolutions,  the  people  had  practically  do 
voice  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  the  new  acquisitions, 
whether  a  colony  should  be  sent  out,  whether  a  simple 
assignment  of  land  should  take  place,  or  whether  occupation 
should  be  permitted.    Both  consuls  of  the  year  339  b.c. 
had  quarrelled  with  the  senate.    The  origin  of  the  dispute 
was  a  measure  of  the  senate  assigning  to  Boman  citizens 
in  the  Latin  and  Falemian  territory  the  wretched  pittance 

*  Such  an  organisation  required  in  each  case  that  a  law  should  be  passed  in 
due  form.  Such  a  law  is  referred  to  by  Livy,  viii.  17 :  'Romani  facti  A'.exxaw 
lege  ab  JJ.  Papirio  pnetore  lata  ^ua  dritas  sine  Buffira^o  data/ 
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of  from  two  to  three  jugera  of  land.^    The  plebeian  consul     CHAP. 
Publilius  Philo,  having  been  named  dictator  by  his  patri-  s^ — .J«-. 
cian  colleague,  ^milius,  probably  in  direct  opposition  to     ^^^  ^^• 
the  senate,  proposed  a  series  of  laws  which  had  for  their 
object  to  make  the  legislative  prerogative  of  the  people 
independent  of  the  formal  consent  of  the  senate.' 

The  first  of  the  Publilian  laws  enacted  that  plebiscites  The  Pabli- 
(that  is,  the  decisions  of  the  plebeian  assembly  of  tribes),  the^firat*' 
should  be  binding  on  all  citizens.'     This  law  looks  like  a  l^w. 
re-enactment  of  the  law  which  was  proposed  449  b.c.  by 
the  consuls  Valerius  and  Horatius.*     Whether  it  really 
was  so,  or  whether  it  contained  special  provisions  unknown 
to  our  informants,  it  is  impossible  to  decide.* 

The  second  law  is  plainer.  It  declares  that  the  resolu-  The  second 
tions  of  the  centuries  should  not  depend  on  the  consent  of 
the  senate.'  By  this  law  the  legitimate  influence  of  the 
senate  in  legislation  was  not  abolished.  It  continued  to 
the  end  of  the  republic,  and  was  rather  increased  than 
lessened,  as  with  the  growth  of  the  state  the  counsel  of  a 
body  of  experienced  statesmen  naturally  became  more  im- 
portant. But  it  was  possible  that  the  opposition  of  the 
senate  to  a  resolution  of  the  people  might  bring  about  a 
deadlock.  In  such  cases  it  was  better  for  the  law  to 
decide  which  of  the  two  should  yield,  than  to  leave  the 
decision  to  chance  or  force,  and  it  was  quite  in  accordance 
with  the  constitutional  theory  of  the  ancient  republics 
that  the  sovereignty  should  be  vested  in  the  people,  and 
that  the  decision  of  the  people  should  be  the  supreme 
law.^    When   the   people   had  succeeded  in  electing  a 

'  Livy,  viii.  1 1 :  '  Bina  in  Lfttino  iugera,  ita  nt  dodrantem  ex  Privernati 
complerent  data;  terna  in  Palerno,  quadrantibus  etiam  pro  longinquitate 
adiectis.*  Liyy,  viii.  12:  'Materiem  praebebat  criminibus  ager  maligne 
divisus.' 

*  Livy,  viii.  12:  'Tres  leges  eecundissimaa  plebei,  adversas  nobilitati,  tulit.' 

•  Livy,  viii.  12 :  *  TJt  plebiscita  omnes  Quirites  tenerent.'  *  See  p.  202. 

*  Compare  Mommsen,  Forschungen^  p.  163  ff. 

•  Livy,  viii.  12 :  *Ut  legnm  quae  comitiis  centuriatis  ferrentur  ante  initunj 
0uffragium  patres  auctores  fierent.* 

^  In  modern  states  various  modes  have  been  devised  for  getting  over  the 
difficulties  of  a  deadlock.    There  was  the  suspensive  veto  of  the  Prcnch  con* 
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BOOK     popular  consnl,  it  was  desirable  that  thej  should  have 
-_  ^      '  power  to  enable  bim  to  carry  those  measures  which  for 
339  B.c.     ^^  well-being  of  the  state  would  suffer  no  delay.    It  can- 
not be  denied  that  great  danger  lay  in  this  abolition  of 
the  veto  of  the  senate.     A  reckless  demagogue  was  now 
without  any  restraint  but  the  good  sense  of  the  people, 
and  it  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  political  wisdom  of  the 
Boman  people  that  the   Publilian  law  was  very  rarely 
used.^ 
The  third        A  third  law  of  Publilius  ordained  that  in  future  one  of 
^*  the  two  censors  must  be  a  plebeian.    If  we  consider  that 

the  formation  of  new  tribes  was  in  prospect,  and  actually 
took  place  some  years  later,  331  b.c.,  when  Q.  Publilius 
Philo  himself  was  the  first  plebeian  censor,'  we  must  infer 
that  this  law  also  had  reference  to  the  regulation  of  pro- 
perty caused  by  the  new  assignments  of  land. 
AdmiMion       The  plebeians  were   probably  also   admitted    to  the 
Tans  to  the  prsötorship  by  the  Publilian  law,  for  in  the  year  387  b.c. 
prastor-       Q,  Publilius  Philo  himself  first  fiUed  the  office,  which  from 
this  time  forward  was  held  alternately  every  year  by 
patricians  and  plebeians.    As  the  Boman  praetor  nomi- 
nated the   prefects,  who    exercised  jurisdiction   in    the 
municipia,  it  is  evident  that  the  interest  of  the  plebeians 
in  this  office  was  of  particular  importance  just  at  this 
period. 

stitution,  and  there  is  the  qualified  veto  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
which  can  be  set  aside  by  artificial  majorities  of  Congress.  Another  remedy  is 
the  change  of  ministry,  whereby  the  executive  is  placed  in  accordance  with 
the  L^slature.  Where  there  is  an  Upper  House  of  Parliament,  the  Crown 
has  the  means  of  preventing  a  collision  by  creating  new  peers. 

'  Such  constitutional  rights,  which  are  very  essential,  though  very  seldom 
used,  are  the  veto  of  the  crown,  the  right  of  refusing  supplies,  and  of  impeach- 
ment of  the  ministers. 

•  Livy,  viii.  17. 
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CHAPTER  Yni. 

THE   EXTENSION   OF  THE   ROMAN   DOMINION  TOWARDS 
CAMPANIA,  387-826  B.O. 

The  new  setÜement  of  the  relations  between  Borne  and     CHAP. 
Latium  occupied  some  years.     The  allies  of  the  Latins — 


the  Volscians,  the  Ausonian  tribes  on  the  Liris,  between    337-326 

B.c. 

Latium  and  Campania,  and  the  Capuans — ^were  treated  as 
the  Latins  had  been.^  But  serious  efforts  were  necessary  of  the 
before  the  Romans  could  succeed  in  gaining  a  firm  footing  fi^^^f^^ 
in  those  parts.  Cales  was  conquered  in  a  war  with  the 
Sidicinians,'  and  in  this  important  place,  between  the 
Liris  and  the  Yoltumus,  a  colony  was  established  of  2,500 
men,  which  was  intended  to  secure  the  road  to  Campania. 
The  Romans  had  thus  pushed  their  conquests  into  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Samnites,  with  whom 
it  was  clear  that  a  conflict  could  not  long  be  postponed. 

'  The  settlement  made  in  Capua  deserves  particolar  attention  (Livy,  viii.  11, 
14).  The  nobility  in  Capua  had  taken  the  Roman  side,  but  had  been  unable  to 
prerent  the  town  joining  the  Latins.  At  the  conclusion  of  peace,  Capua  forfeited 
a  portion  of  her  public  land.  As  a  compensation  to  the  Capuan  nobility,  who 
probably  had  had  the  use  of  this  public  land,  the  people  of  Capua  were  made 
to  pay  each  of  the  1,600  nobles  an  annual  sum  of  450  denarii.  It  was  like 
BTibstituting  a  civil  list  for  the  possession  of  domain  lands.  The  proceeding 
throws  a  light  on  the  position  of  the  nobility  not  only  in  Capua,  but  also  in 
Home,  where  similar  institutions  prevailed.  It  was  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
duty  of  the  people,  t.«.  the  plebs,  to  pay  for  the  support  of  the  nobility.  The 
most  natural  manner  of  taxation  is  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  produce  of 
the  public  land.  Where  this  was  abolished,  as  in  Capua,  it  was  replaced  by  a 
direct  contribution  in  money.  It  has  to  be  remarked  that  the  plebs  of  Capua 
received  the  limited  Boman  franchise  (cimtas  sine  9uffragio\  whereas  the 
nobles  were  admitted  to  the  full  franchise.  This  completes  the  analogy 
between  the  plebeians  and  patricians  of  Capua  and  of  Bome.^ 

»  In  the  year  385  b.c. — Livy,  viii.  16. 
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In  the  very  next  year  two  Volscian  towns,  Tabrateria  and 

Lnca,  placed  themselves  nnder  the   protection   of    the 

Bomans,  to  be  safe  from  the  Samnites,  and  the  Samnites, 

at  the  instance  of  the  Bomans,  refr^ned  from  hostilities 

against  these  new  friends  of  their  allies.    They  also  looked 

on  quietly  while  the  Eomans  (330  b.c.)  chastised,  with  the 

greatest  severity,  the  two  towns  of  Fundi  and  Privemnm, 

which  had  tried  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the  limited 

Roman  fiunchise  imposed  upon  them.'     The  leader  of  this 

revolt,  a  noble  citizen  of  Fundi,  of  the  name  of  Vitravins 

Yaccus,  atoned  for  his  undertaking  by  death  at  the  hands 

of  the  executioner.     The  town  of  Privemum  was  deprived 

of  its  walls,  the  senators  were  banished  to  Etruria^  their 

land  divided  among  Boman  citizens,  and  the  town  ceased 

to  be  a  self-governing  community.    At  length  (in  328  b.c.) 

the  Bomans  established  a  colony  in  the  town  of  Fregelke, 

a  most  important  locality  on  the  river  Liris,  on  one  of  the 

two  roads  leading  to  Campania.     Thus  Bome  pushed  to 

the  very  utmost  the  advantages  of  her  victory  over  the 

Latins.     The  Boman  territory  was  greatly  enlarged,  the 

former  allies  made  entirely  subservient  to  the  interests  of 

the  state,  and  bound  to  Bome  with  chains  of  iron.     The 

subject    territory,   in   different   degrees  of   dependence, 

stretched  from  Tibur  and  Prseneste  as  far  as  Campania; 

new  fortifications  secured  the  frontiers.     Bome  had  more 

than  doubled  her  size.     Her  internal  organisation  had 

become  stronger,  and  she  was  ready  to  break  through  the 

narrow  bounds  which  had  thus  far  confined  the  ambition 

of  her  citizens. 

The  Samnites  did  not  look  on  with  indifference  at  this 
extension  of  the  Boman  power,  which  could  advance 
southwards  only  at  their  expense.  Their  interest  im- 
peratively demanded  that  they  should  oppose  its  further 
growth,  and  especially  that  they  should  protect  their 
nearest  neighbours  and  kinsmen,  the  Volscians,  Aruncans, 
and  Campanians,  against  the  Bomans.    Yet  they  remained 


*  Livy,  viii.  19. 
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quiet.     This  peaceful  disposition  could  not  be  caused  by     CHAP, 
shortsightedness.     The  Samnites  saw  the  danger  which 


threatened  them  from  the  north,  but  their  strength  was  ^37-826 
at  this  time  required  for  a  new  enemy  who  came  from  the 
south  and  threw  the  whole  of  lower  Italy  into  a  state  of 
excitement.  Alexander,  the  prince  of  the  Molossians,  had 
landed  in  Italy,  with  a  Greek  army,  and  appeared  to  be 
going  to  found  a  great  Greek  empire  on  its  shores,  as  his 
nephew,  the  great  Alexander,  did  in  the  East. 

Up  to  this  period  no  direct  political  intercourse  had  Alexander 
taken  place  between  Eome  and  Greece.  AU  the  stories  ?^  f^^ 
of  former  relations  of  the  Bomans  to  the  Greeks  are  open 
to  doubt  and  suspicion.  Now,  however,  the  Romans  had 
come  into  contact  with  the  Greeks  in  Campania,  and  the 
appearance  of  Alexander  in  Italy  was  the  first  event  by 
which  the  Greeks  influenced  Soman  affairs.  This  seems, 
therefore,  a  proper  place  to  cast  a  glance  over  that  part 
of  the  peninsula  where  Greek  colonies  had  been  planted, 
and  which  becomes  visible  more  and  more  as  the  horizon 
of  Boman  history  widens. 
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CHAPTEE  IX. 

THE   GREEK   SETTLEMENTS   IN  ITALT. 

BOOK     Italt  and  Sicily  were  for  the  poet  of  the  Odyssey  still  the 
,    ^^^'    .  fabulous  land  of  one-eyed  giants  and  savages,  of  sea- 
Greek         i^ymphs  and  enchantresses,  of  unapproachable  roclcs  and 
coionisa-      whirlpools«     In  those  parts  near  the  setting  sun  was  the 
itaV  and     ^i^trance  to  the  realm  of  shadows,  where  the  world  of  the 
Sicily.         living  was  in  immediate  contiguity  with  the  dwelling-place 
of  departed  spirits.     But  by  degrees  the  mist  which  had 
hidden  the  west  from  the  eyes  of  the  Greeks  began  to  pass 
away.    The  time  came  when  Hellenic  mariners,  seeking 
plunder  and  profit,  explored  the  seas  from  east  to  west,  in 
increasing  rivalry  with  the  first  and  boldest  navigators  of 
antiquity,  the  Phcenicians.    The  news  reached  Greece  of  a 
large  and  beautifdl  country  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ionian 
sea,  rich  in  luxuriant  pastures  and  far- spreading  plains, 
such  as  the  poor  mother  country  did  not  contain  among  her 
bare  mountain  chains.     Numbers  of  bold  adventurers  now 
poured  across  the  sea  from  every  part  of  Greece  to  found 
new  homes  in  the  beautiful  country  of  the  west.    The  coast 
of  sunny  Sicily  was  soon  covered  on  the  east  and  west 
with  Greek  colonies;   in  Italy  they  stretched  from  the 
beautiful  Gulf  of  Campania  to  the  innermost  parts  of  that 
of  Tarentum.     The  highly  gifted  Hellenic  races  quickly 
reached  a  high  degree  of  prosperity  in  their  new  settle- 
ments, and  it  seemed  as  if  a  new  and  a  larger  Greece  was 
about  to  flourish  on  Italian  soil.  Sybaris,  Croton,  lUieginm, 
Metapontum,  Tarentum,  and  a  number  of  other  settlements 
in  the  southern  parts  of  Italy  vied  with  the  Sicilian  towns 
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of  Syracuse,  Gela,  Agrigentum,  Leontini,  Naxos,  Messana  CHAP, 
and  others  in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war,  and  in  the  seventh  >„  /  „. 
and  sixth  centuries  b.o.  far  outstripped  the  mother  country 
in  wealth,  population,  and  magnificence.  Thej  subdued 
the  country  from  the  coast  inwards,  and  ruled  over  the 
native  races.  The  extraordinary  prosperity  which  the 
Greek  towns  in  Italy  and  Sicily  had  reached  is  evident 
even  now  from  the  splendid  ruins  of  their  edifices.  We 
can  form  a  faint  conception  of  what  must  have  been  the 
grandeur  of  Agrigentum,  Syracuse,  Croton,  Sybaris,  and 
Tarentum  from  the  imposing  ruins  which  fill  the  traveller 
with  awe,  admiration,  and  mournful  regret,  on  the  site  of 
Posidonia  or  Paestum,  one  of  the  most  insignificant  of  all 
the  Greek  cities.* 

With  all  their  energy  and  activity,  the  Greeks  were  Character 
wanting  in  the  ability  to  work  out  a  stable  form  of  govern-  ^i"^^**^ 
ment  or  a  grand  comprehensive  national  polity.     They 
knew  of  no  division  or  limitation  in  the    exercise   of 
sovereign  power,  no  subjection  of  the  individual  will  to  law, 
no  dominion  over  others  but  that  of  force.     They  pushed 
the  rights  of  the  individual  to  the  extreme,  and  they  never 
acknowledged  in  the  just  claims  of  others  a  barrier  to  their 
own  desires.  Sparta  was  considered  in  Greece,  by  the  wisest 
and  best  men,  as  the  most  perfect  realisation  of  an  ideal 
state.    And  yet  the  law  in  Sparta  sanctioned  the  con- 
tinuance of  inhuman  violence.     The  Spartan  institutions 
were  a  permanent  outrage  on  the  noblest  instincts  of 
humanity;  they  secured  order  at  the  cost  of  justice,  culture, 
and  the  more  refined  and  dignified  enjoyments  of  life. 
Where  the  same  iron  despotism  could  not  be  inforced  as 
in  Sparta,  public  life  was  one  constant  struggle  between 
the  aristocratic  and  democratic  parties,  both  of  which  with 
equal  recklessness,  with  equal  contempt  of  divine  and 
human  laws,  expected  peace,  salvation,  and  prosperity  for 
themselves  only  from  the  complete   subjection  or  anni- 
hilation of  their  antagonists.    The  same  feelings  which 

>  Compare  Droysen,  GesoA,  de$  HdUnUmw^  ii.  91. 
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BOOK     animated  the  civil  contests  in  each  separate  communis 


III. 


inspired  the  international  policy  of  the  Greek  states. 
Every  conquest  of  land  led  to  the  enslavement  of  the  con- 
quered, not  to  the  real  extension  of  the  mother  town  by 
the  admission  of  new  citizens.  Thus  Sparta  incapacitated 
herself  to  unite  the  Greek  races  under  her  strong  shield, 
for  she  degraded  the  conquered  into  Helots.  Athens 
failed  in  her  attempt  to  form  a  strong  confederation,  for 
she  was  only  intent  on  making  profit  from  her  allies. 
Hence  arose  the  desperate  courage  with  which  every  Greek 
town  defended  itself,  and  that  wonderful  energy  of  the 
separate  states,  which  rendered  the  formation  of  larger 
states  impossible. 
Political  With  the  virtues  of  their  race,  the  Italian  Greeks  had 

of  the         also  brought  their  vices  to  their  new  homes.     Had  they 
Sorües.      j^^^^d  ^^r  common  action  either  in  Sicily  or  Italy — ^nay,  had 
they  only  refrained  from  mutually  lacerating  one  another 
— ^they  might  have  hellenised  the  whole  country,  and  hare 
found  in  Italy  the  broad  basis  for  a  Greek  empire.   Perhaps 
Greek  civilisation  might  have  prevailed  over  Italian  bar- 
barism, and,  instead  of  a  Eoman,  a  Greek  empire  have 
extended  itself  along  all  the  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean. 
But  that  was  not  to   be;   the  prosperity  to  which  the 
Greek  settlers  had  attained  in   Italy  in  two  centuries, 
suffered,  after  many  partial  interruptions,  the  first  heavy 
blow  by  the  war  which,  about  600  b.c.,  broke  out  between 
the  two  neighbouring  towns  of  Sybaris  and  Croton,  and 
ended  in  the  total  destruction  of  Sybaris.     This  war  was 
succeeded  by  a  bloody  revolution  in  the  victorious  city  of 
Croton,  by  which  the  aristocratic  party,  and  with  it  the 
political  sect  of  the  Pythagoreans,  were  expelled.    Thus 
weakened,  Croton  suffered,  in  a  war  with  the  neighbouring 
Greeks  of  Locri  and  Rhegium,  a  defeat  at  the  river  Sagra, 
from  which  it  never  again  fully  recovered.     Through  such 
struggles,  the  Greek  nationality  in  Italy  declined.     The 
aboriginal  population  of  the  country,  the  Messapians  and 
the  Sabellian  tribes,  the  Lucanians  and  the  Bruttians, 
which  were  spread  over  the  south  of  Italy,  were  encouraged 
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to  a  more  vigorous  resistance  against  the  Greek  settlers.     CHAP. 


IX. 


The  Greeks  in  Sicily  frequently  made  common  cause  with 
them  against  their  own  countrymen.  Thus  in  the  wars  of 
rapine  and  plunder  with  which  the  elder  Dionysius  visited 
the  Italian  coast,  Ehegium  was  destroyed  and  the  inhabi- 
tants were  sold  as  slaves. 

In  these  troubles  the  Italian  Greeks  turned  for  help  to  Schemes 
the  mother  country,  but  without  renouncing  even  now  the  ^^er^f 
jealousy,  the  ambition,  and  the  hostilities  amongst  them-  Epiru». 
selves  which  were  destined  here,  as  everywhere,  to  be  so 
fatal  to  their  freedom.  Of  all  the  Greek  settlements  on 
Italian  ground  Tarentum  was  perhaps  the  most  favourably 
situated.  By  an  active  industry  and  an  extensive  trade  it 
had  raised  itself  to  a  condition  of  great  wealth,  and  it 
enjoyed  a  comparative  security  from  hostile  attacks.  But 
Tarentum  also  felt  the  eflFect  of  the  calamities  which  visited 
all  the  Greek  towns,  and  she  found  it  more  and  more 
difficult  to  defend  her  independence  from  the  Italian 
nations.  In  vain  the  Tarentines  called  the  Spartan  king 
Archidamus  to  their  assistance.  At  the  time  when  Bome 
came  forth  victorious  from  the  war  with  the  Latins, 
Archidamus  fell  in  a  battle  against  the  Lucanians.  The 
Tarentines  now  applied  to  Alexander,  the  prince  of  the 
Molossians  in  Epirus,  brother  of  Olympias  and  uncle  of 
Alexander  the  Great.  The  time  had  arrived  when  the 
genuine  Hellenes  began  to  languish,  and  when  the  rude 
vigorous  half-castes  in  the  north  of  Greece,  the  Macedonians 
and  the  Epirots,  seemed  to  be  called  upon  to  propagate 
the  civilisation  of  Greece  over  the  world.  While  Philip 
of  Macedon  and  his  great  son  gathered  together  in  their 
hands  the  forces  of  Greece,  and  were  about  to  direct  them 
towards  the  East,  the  spirited  princes  of  Epirus  conceived 
a  plan  equally  bold  and  equally  worthy  of  success  in  en- 
deavouring to  unite  the  Italian  and  Sicilian  Greek  towns 
into  a  powerftd  state,  and  to  found  a  Greek  empire  of  the 
West.  But  here,  on  Italian  ground,  they  met  with  races 
who,  unlike  the  enervated  Asiatics,  did  not  submit  their 
neck  to  the  yoke,  but  maintained  their  freedom  with 
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BOOK     stubborn  resistance,  and,  advancing  from  the  defence  to  the 
s. — , — '  attack,  expelled  the  foreign  invaders,  and  reduced  all  the 
Greek  settlements  in  Italy  and  Sicily  to  submission. 
Alexander  landed  in  Tarentum  with  an  Epirotic  army,* 
Alexander   Organised  and  equipped  according  to  Macedonian  fashion. 
of  Epinig.    2jg  object  was  clearly  nothing  short  of  the  conquest  of 
Italy.     He  overran  the  peninsula,  beat  the  Samnites, 
Lucanians,  Bruttians,  and  Messapians  in  many  battles,  took 
their  fortified  places,  established  himself  in  Greek  towns, 
and  was  on  the  point  of  accomplishing  his  bold  project 
when  he  fell  by  the  hand  of  a  traitor.    The  whole  expedi- 
tion was  frustrated  by  his  death ;  his  army  dispersed ;  his 
conquests  were  lost ;  the  Greek  towns  had  not  the  courage 
or  the  skill  to  maintain  their  superiority  over  the  Italian 
barbarians;  in  short,  the  old  state  of  things  returned,  and 
Bomans  and  Samnites  stood  alone  opposed  to  one  another 
to  fight  out  the  battle  for  the  dominion  in  Italy. 
Position  of      Alexander,  in  one  of  his  marches  through  southern  Italj, 
mM^nd    ^"*^  ^^"^®  ^*^  *^®  neighbourhood  of  Campania,  and  had  con- 
the  Sam-     cluded  a  treaty  of  amity  with  the  Bomans.  This  treaty  was 
of  course  directed  against  the  Samnites,  whose  services  the 
Bomans  thought  that  they  should  no  longer  need  after  their 
complete  conquest  of  the  Latins,  and  who  would  be  in  their 
way  if  they  wished  to  extend  their  dominion  farther  south. 
The  Bomans  did  not  hesitate  to  make  fiiends  of  the 
enemies  of  the  Samnites.     Their  politics  were  above  con- 
siderations of  attachment  and  gratitude  to  those  to  whom 
they  owed  their  deliverance  from  the  danger  of  the  Latin 
war.     Circumstances  had  changed.    Bome  had  become 

*  It  seems  that  these  Epirots,  coming  from  the  conntiy  vhere  the  GnilLoi 
lired,  brought  the  name  of  Gneci  (Greeks)  into  Italy,  bj  which  the  Bomans 
always  designated  the  Hellenes.  The  GreeJu  settled  in  Italy  were  known  to 
the  Romans  as  Tarentini,  Crotoniates,  Camani,  Neapolitani,  but  not  as  ooe 
nation.  It  was  not  before  a  powerful  Greek  king  from  beyond  the  sea  invaded 
Italy  with  a  Greek  army,  that  a  designation  arose,  which  wasgradnally  applied 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  peninsula,  and  then  passed  over  ^so  to  the 
Italian  Greeks.  If  the  Bomans  had  had  regular  intercourse  with  Greece  at 
the  time  of  Tarquinius  Superbus,  or  even  of  Camillus,  as  is  generally  reported« 
they  would  never  hare  adopted  any  name  to  designate  that  oonntiy  but 
Hellas. 
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strong ;  the  Sanmites  caused  difficulties.  It  was  necessary  CHAP, 
to  make  nse  of  this  opportunity,  and,  by  help  of  the  . '  - 
Greek  prince,  to  get  rid  of  the  rivalry  of  the  Sanmites. 
The  death  of  Alexander  freed  the  Sabellian  peoples  of 
Italy  from  the  danger  of  falling  under  Greek  dominion. 
The  Lucanians  and  Bruttians  could  now  continue  their 
old  feuds  with  the  Greek  towns  on  the  coast,  and  the 
Samnites  had  time  to  collect  all  their  force  against  Bome. 
There  were  not  wanting  causes  or  pretexts  for  a  new 
war. 
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CHAPTEE  X. 

THE   SECOND   SAMNITE   WAB,    826-304  B.C. 

CuMiB  was  the  oldest  Greek  town  on  Italian  soil.  In  tht* 
time  of  her  prosperity,  before  she  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
conquering  Samnites,  she  had  established  settlements  on 
the  neighbouring  gulf  named  after  her,  and  had  infuseJ 
into  a  great  many  places  on  the  Campanian  plain  a  touch 
of  Hellenic  blood.  Among  the  towns  founded  by  Cumae  weri» 
two  cities  named Palseopolis  and Neapolis,' the  old  town  anl 
the  new  town,  which  appear  to  have  been  situated  close  to 
one  another  and  to  have  formed  one  single  political  com- 
munity. Palseopolis  was  destined  to  become  the  apple  of 
discord  between  the  Romans  and  the  Samnites.  Having 
reduced  CumsB  after  the  end  of  the  war  with  the  Latins, 
the  Romans  were  anxious  to  make  further  acquisitions  in 
Campania,  and  accordingly  were  soon  involved  in  disputes 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Palaßopolis.  The  occasion  for  these 
was  alleged  to  be  the  hostility  of  the  PalaK)politans  against 
Roman  citizens  who  had  settled  in  their  vicinity.  It  is  in 
the  highest  degree  improbable  that  the  small  town  of 
Palseopolis  should  provoke  the  hostility  of  the  Romans  by 
such  foolish  conduct.  There  were,  however,  in  Palaeopolis, 
as  everywhere,  an  aristocratic  and  a  democratic  party,  and 
we  are  told*  that  the  one  party  sought  assistance  from  the 

*  Livy  (viii.  22)  speaks  only  of  Palaeopolis,  whilst  in  the  account  of  Dionj- 
sius  (xY.  4)  Neapolis  alone  is  mentioned.  It  seems  to  be  implied  in  the  statemect 
of  Livy  (viii.  26)  that  the  two  towns  formed  only  one  political  community.  At  i 
later  period  the  old  town  was  quite  absorbed  by  the  new  town.  A  similar  juxti- 
position  of  an  old  and  new  town  is  found  in  Ptinormus  (Polybius,  i.  38) anl 
Syracuse,  in  both  of  which  each  place  had  its  own  separate  waU  and  fonit* 
cation. 

'  Dionysius  (xv.  4-7)  gives  a  full  and  rational  account  of  tho  causes  that 
led  to  the  war. 
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Samniles,  the  other  from  the  Eomans,   The  Eomans  were     CHAP, 
everywhere  the  friends  of  the  aristocracy.    It  was  conse-    _  ^'  _^ 
quently  the  popular  party  in  Palseopolis  which  applied  for    826-304 
aid  to  the  Samnites,  and  caused  a  strong  Samnite  garrison 
to  be  sent  to  Palaeopolis,^    When  this  Samnite  force  had 
marched  into  Palseopolis  the  war  was  in  fact  begun,  and  it 
was  a  war,  not  between  Palaepolis  and  Rome,  but  between 
tlie  two  great  rival  nations,  the  Romans  and  the  Samnites.* 
Thus  the  war  between  Rome  and  Samnium  began,  just  as  the 
war  between  Rome  and  Carthage  at  a  later  period  became 
quite  unavoidable,  when  the  town  of  Messana,  which  both 
people  were  striving  to  take,  was  occupied  by  a  Cartha- 
ginian garrison.     In  truth  it  was  no  longer  possible  after 
the  Latin  war  for  the  Romans  and  the  Samnites  to  keep 
up  friendly  relations.     If  the  Samnites  did  not  wish  to 
surrender  the  whole  of  Campania  to  the  Romans,  it  became 
indispensably  necessary  to  make  a  stand,  since  they  were 
no  longer  threatened  by  King  Alexander.     They  were 
determined  to  do  this,  and  seized  the  opportunity  which 
offered  itself  in  Palseopolis. 

The  situation  was  very  serious  for  Rome.    They  had  Critical 
to  accept  the   challenge  which  had  been  offered  them,  §J^^^^ 
through  the  occupation  of  Palseopolis,  or  they  must  give  ™*°»' 
up  Campania,  and  perhaps  much  more.  Without  the  least 
hesitation,  they  resolved  on  war,  elected  to  the  consulship 
one  of  their  best  men,  Q.  Publilius  Phüo,  who,  as  a  states- 
man and  as  a  soldier,  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  aU,  and  con- 
ferred on  him,  without  the  customary  decision  by  lot,  the 
command  of  the  war  in  Campania.  Publilius  had  (339  b.c.) 

'  Liry  (viii.  23)  states  the  numbers  to  haye  been  4,000  Samnites  and  3,000 
men  from  Nola  in  Campania. 

*  The  similarity  of  the  events  which  led  to  the  second  Samnito  and  to  the  first 
Funic  war  is  well  worthy  of  notice.  In  the  latter  case  it  was  the  possession  of 
Messana  in  Sicily  which  the  two  rival  states  coveted,  and  in  which  both  had 
their  adherents.  In  both  instances  the  Romans  were  anticipated  by  their  ene- 
mies, who  were  admitted  into  Palseopolis  and  Messana  respectively  by  the  party 
favourable  to  them.  When  we  come  to  investigate  the  causes  that  led  to  the 
war  with  Pyrrhus,  we  shall  find  the  same  circumstances  to  have  prevailed.  The 
Romans  and  Pyrrhus  tried,  by  means  of  their  respective  adherents,  to  get  pos- 
session of  Tarentum,  and  the  Romans  failed  in  their  attempt. 
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as  dictator  carried  the  important  laws  which  bore  his  name, 
and  which  had  infused  more  activity  and  energy  into  the 
state.  He  was  moreover  the  first  plebeian  who  filled 
successively  the  offices  of  prsetor  and  censor.  He  was  now 
able  to  effect  a  further  reform.  In  the  previous  wars  which 
had  been  carried  on  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Some,  and 
which  had  seldom  lasted  longer  than  a  few  summer  months, 
it  had  been  customary  in  every  new  campaign  to  place  at 
the  head  of  the  army  the  newly  elected  magistrates,  consuls 
or  military  tribunes.  Now,  as  the  war  had  assumed  larger 
dimensions  and  was  more  complicated,  it  seemed  neces^jy 
to  modify  the  old  practice,  and  to  confide  the  execntion  of 
one  uniform  plan  to  one  commander  alone.  Therefore  the 
command  of  Q.  Publilius  Philo  was  prolonged  after  the 
expiration  of  his  year  of  office,  and  he  was  the  first  Soman 
who  commanded  an  army  as  proconsul. 

With  a  just  appreciation  of  the  greatness  of  the  impend- 
ing war,  the  Eoman  people  decided  to  strengthen  them- 
selves by  foreign  alliances.  They  possessed  the  instinctive 
tact  which  is  displayed  even  by  rude  and  ignorant  nations 
in  their  first  unsteady  steps  on  the  tortuous  path  of  dip- 
lomacy. They  looked  for  allies  among  the  neighbours  of 
their  enemies,  especially  those  who  dwelt  in  their  enemies' 
rear.  When  they  had  to  encounter  the  ^quians  and 
Yolscians,  they  had  made  friends  with  the  Hemicans; 
afterwards  they  had  availed  themselves  of  the  assistance 
of  the  Samnites  to  crush  the  Latins ;  then  they  made  a 
treaty  with  Alexander,  the  Molossian  king,  who  was 
attacking  Samnium  from  the  south ;  now  they  acted  on 
the  same  principle  by  drawing  the  Apulians  and  Lucanians 
into  their  alliance.^  Not  much  dependence,  it  is  true, 
could  be  placed  on  the  Lucanians.  Widely  spread 
over  the  southern  part  of  the  peninsula  from  Samnium  to 
the  Tarentine  Gulf,  the  land  of  the  Bruttians,  and  the 
Tyrrhenian  Sea,  in  constant  war  with  those  Greeks  who 

>  Livy,  yiii.  25 :  *  Lacani  atqne  Apuli  quibuB  gentibos  nihil  ad  earn  diem 
cum  populo  Bomano  fuerat,  in  fidem  venenint,  arma  yiroeque  ad  bellum 
poUicentes ;  fcedere  eigo  in  amicitiam  accepti.' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


B.c. 


THE  SECOND  SAMNITE  WAE.  385 

had    settled  on  the  coast,  they  led  the  unsteady  life  of     chap. 
robbers  and  shepherds,  ready  always,  for  pay  and  booty,  to  >,    /     . 
serve  anyone  who  presented  flattering  prospects  to  them,    ^^^^^^* 
the  real  forerunners  and  models  of  the  Italian  condottieri 
and   brigands.      Begular  political  organisation  was  un- 
known to  them ;  they  lived  in  continual  wars  among  them- 
selves '  and  with  their  neighbours,  without  a  weU-defined 
national  union.     As  hereditary  enemies  of  the  Greeks, 
they  had  at  first  fought  against  Alexander  of  Epirus ;  then 
they  fell  out  among  themselves,  and  one  party  supported 
Alexander  and  fought  under  his  banner ;  soon  these  went 
over  to  the  other  side,  and  Alexander  was  murdered  by  a 
traitor  from  their  ranks.     They  seemed  now  to  be  again  at 
enmity  with  the  Samnites,  and  they  willingly  accepted  the 
friendship  oiFered  them  by  Eome.     This  alliance  was  not 
destined  to  last  very  long ;  for,  according  to  Livy's  report, 
the  Lucanians  soon  deserted  the  Bomans  and  made  com- 
mon cause  with  the  Samnites.     Still,  a  nation  so  divided 
and  so  unsteady  as  the  Lucanians  presented  a  &vourable 
field  to  Eoman  diplomacy  for  sowing  discord,  and  it  could 
not  have  been  difficult  for  Borne  to  make  the  Lucanian 
alliance  utterly  useless  to  the  Samnites.     The  Apulians 
lent  themselves  more  readily  to  a  Boman  alliance  than  the 
Lucanians.     Apulia,  exteiyiing  on  the  east  of  the  Samnite 
mountain  lands  towards  the  Adriatic  Sea,  was  indispen- 
sable to  the   Samnites    as    a   pasture-ground   for   their 
numerous  herds  in  winter,  when  the  snow  lay  on  the  hiUs 
of  Samnium.     This  circumstance  was  the  cause  of  con- 
stant disputes  between  the  Samnites  and  the  Apulians,^ 
and  it  was  therefore  not  difficult  for  the  Bomans  to  gain 
friends  in  Apulia.    Even  the  kindred  Sabellian  races  north 
of  Samnium,  the  Marsians,  Pelignians,  Marrucinians,  and 
Vestinians,  appeared  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  either 
neutral  or  friendly  to  the  Bomans,  a  circumstance  of  the 

»  Livy,  X.  18. 

*  See  Niebuhr,  "Rom.  Gesch.,  iii.  219  ;  English  translation,  iii.  191.     Arnold, 
Mst.  of  Rome,  ii.  108,  note  28.    Livy,  ix.  13.    We  find  a  similar  permanent 
hostility  between  the  highlands  and  the  lowlands  of  Scotland,  as  long  as  tho 
unsettled  state  of  the  country  lasted. 
VOL.  I.  *  0  0 
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greatest  importance,  as  by  this  means  the  road  to  Apulia 
was  open  to  the  legions.  The  friendship  of  the  Bomans 
with  these  Sabellian  tribes  is  probably  of  older  date,  for  in 
the  Latin  war  we  have  alreadj  seen  that  a  Boman  army 
marched  through  their  land  on  their  roundabont  way  to 
Campania  in  order  to  attack  the  Latins  in  the  rear«  The 
Yestinians  alone  made  an  attempt  to  break  the  alliance 
with  Eome,  but  they  were  soon  compelled  to  desist,  and 
they  kept  quiet  during  the  rest  of  the  war.  Samnium  was 
thus  isolated  and  surrounded  by  Bome  and  her  allies. 
The  Boman  senate  had  neglected  nothing  which  fore- 
thought and  prudence  demanded  to  secure  success.  All 
that  remained  to  be  done  was  to  secure  the  divine  pro- 
tection, and  the  great  struggle  could  with  confidence  be 
entered  upon. 

Ab  the  private  life  of  the  Bomans  was  regulated  with 
reference  to  the  divine  will  and  protection,  so  in  political 
life  more  especially  no  important  resolution  was  made,  no 
great  decision  ventured  upon,  without  the  special  consent 
of  the  gods.'  But  the  usual  auspicia  were  not  considered 
sufficient  in  cases  of  uncommon  emergency.  To  avert  ex- 
traordinary dangers  extraordinary  means  were  necessary 
for  obtaining  the  favour  of  the  gods,  and  it  was  on  such 
occasions  that  the  books  of  fate  were  consulted.  Now  it 
was  determined,  probably  after  consulting  the  so-called 
Sibylline  books,  to  celebrate  a  *  lectistemium.*  This  old 
Italian  ceremony,'  which  was  calculated  to  make  a  deep  im- 
pression on  the  people,  consisted  in  a  solemn  feast  given  to 

*  See  above,  p.  117. 

'  It  has  been  supposed  tbat  the  lectisternia  were  of  Greek  origin,  becanse 
they  were  generally  held  npon  the  recommendation  of  the  Sibylline  books. 
However,  the  oldest  prophetic  books  of  the  Romans  were  not  the  ondes  of 
Sibylla,  bat  libri  fatales  of  native  origin,  which  at  a  later  period  were  not 
clearly  distinguished  from  the  Sibylline  books  (see  above,  p.  80).  The  choice 
of  the  gods  to  whom  the  lectisternia  were  to  be  celebrated  depended  no  donbt 
on  the  particular  circumstances  and  the  events  which  called  for  them.  It  is 
probable  that  in  the  old  time  only  genuine  Italian  deities  were  worshipped  on 
these  occasions,  and  not  Greek  gods,  as  was  not  uncommon  afterwards.  In 
218  B.c.  Livy  (xxi.  62)  reports  a  lectistemium  to  Juventus,  and  in  217  B.a  to 
Satumus  (Livy,  zzii.  1). 
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the  gods  themselves,  who  were  supposed  to  come  personally     CHAP. 

as  invited  guests  among  the  people,  as  a  proof  of  their  in-  > ^ — - 

tention  to  show  themselves  friendly  and  gracious.  The  de-  ^^^^^^ 
corated  images  of  certain  gods  were  laid  upon  rich  cushions, 
and  close  by  were  placed  tables  with  food.  The  people 
crowded  the  streets,  and  thronged  the  temples  of  the  gods 
who  had  condescended  to  be  present  among  their  wor- 
shippers. It  was  a  general  day  of  prayer,  which  inspired 
serious  thoughts,  and  strengthened  human  determination 
with  the  hope  of  heavenly  approval.  The  gods  were  pro- 
pitiated, the  war  could  begin. 

The  Samnites  were  now  called  upon  in  due  form  through  Declara- 
the  fetiales  to  withdraw  their  garrison  from  Palseopolis,  a  ^.^/^ 
request  which  could  have  no  other  object  than  to  call  forth 
a  declaration  of  war.^  The  Samnites  declined  to  comply, 
and  on  their  part  complained  of  the  occupation  and  colonisa- 
tion by  Eome  of  the  town  of  Fregellse  on  the  Liris,  which 
the  Samnites  some  years  before  had  conquered  and  de- 
stroyed, and  which  therefore  by  right  belonged  to  them, 
and  not  to  the  Bomans.  Where  war  has  been  previously 
determined  upon,  the  discussion  of  mutual  grievances  and 
of  points  of  law  is  useless.  But  it  was  a  contemptible  piece 
of  hypocrisy  and  an  act  of  bare-faced  impiety  on  the  part 
of  the  Romans  to  invoke  the  gods  to  witness  that  it  was 
the  Samnites  who  wronged  the  Roman  people  by  refusing 
redress  for  just  complaints.  How  hardened  must  have 
been  the  consciences,  or  how  indifferent  the  minds  to 
the  meaning  of  words  and  set  forms  of  prayer,  if  the 
fetialis  could  pronounce  without  trembling  *  the  formula 
by  which  he  declared  war,  and  called  down  the  blessing 
of  the  gods  upon  that  of  the  two  hostUe  nations  which 
had  justice  on  its  side !  ' 

An  authentic  account  of  the  second  Samnite  war,  if  we  Character 
possessed  it,  would  belong  to  the  most  instructive  and  j^e^tsof  the 

struggle. 

*  Dionysins,  xv.  8-14.  *  Dionysiua,  xv.  13. 

•  Niebuhr  {Rom,  Gesch.,  iii.  211  ;  English  translation,  iii.  183)  says  :  'This 
was  an  impious  prayer,  which  the  priest,  unless  he  was  ajuggler,  must  have  spoken 
with  inward  horror ;  for  it  b  even  now  clear  as  the  light  of  day  that  Borne  broke 
her  oaths,  and  brought  about  the  war  by  violating  the  rights  of  the  Samnites.* 

C  c  2 
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attractive  chapters  in  the  whole  range  of  history.     The 
question  at  issue  was  not  now  one  of  paltry  sqnabbles 
about  cattle  being  driven  away,  or  a  few  villages  burnt,  as 
in  the  tedious  wars  of  the  ^quians  and  Yolscians.     The 
two  most  powerful  nations  of  the  peninsula  struggled  witb 
each  other  for  no  less  a  prize  than  the  dominion  over  the 
whole  of  Italy,    It  was  a  war  full  of  unexpected  changes, 
of  triumphs  and  defeats,  a  war  which  called  forth  the 
highest  qualities  of  the  statesman,  the  citizen,  and  the 
soldier.    The  Eoman  republic  had  passed  through  num- 
berless internal  struggles  and  external  dangers,  and  stood 
in  youthful  strength  and  conscious  courage.     It  was  now 
to  be  seen  how  the  political  institutions  would  answer 
which  had  been  made,  not  by  one  single  legislator,  but 
by  a  whole  people  working  with  stubborn  perseTerance 
during  several  generations.     On  the  other  side  stood  a 
vigorous,   unbroken  people  of  herdsmen   and   peasants, 
proud  in  their  independence  and  capable  of  the  greatest 
exertions   and  sacrifices — a  people  which   calls   for  our 
warm  sympathy,  not  only  on  account  of  its  magnanimitr, 
but  also  on  account  of  its  misfortunes.     We  should  like 
to  look  into  the  internal  connexion  of  events,  in  order 
to  follow  the  steps  which  led  gradually  to  the  exhaustion 
and  overthrow  of  the  mighty  Samnites.   But  we  recognise 
in  the   stories   which  have  been  preserved  to   us  only 
sketchy,  mutilated  fragments  of  a  tradition  which  in  its 
very  origin  was  marred  by  Boman  partiality,  by  patriotic 
mendacity  and  family  pride.     It  is  difficult  enough  to 
recognise  the  leading  events  in  their  grand  outlines,  and  to 
clear  them  from  the  false  colouring  of  the  partial  annalists ; 
but  we  must  give  up  the  hope  of  tracing  all  the  connecting 
links  which  bound  one  to  another.     We  shall  therefore 
dwell  only  on  the  few  events  which  stand  out  with  clear- 
ness and  certainty  from  the  confused  mass  of  the  received 
narrative,  and  indicate  in  a  general  manner  the  course  and 
character  of  the  war. 

The  Romans,  it  seems,  began  the  war  with  great  energy 
in  Campania  as  also  in  Samnium.    The  siege  of  Palseopolis 
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•was  continued,  and,  as  already  related,  the  command  was 
prolonged  to  the  consul  Q.  Publilius  Philo.  The  town  soon 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans,  not  by  conquest 
but  by  treason.  The  leaders  of  the  Eoman  party  in 
Palaeopolis  took  the  Samnite  garrison  one  night  into  the 
harbour,  under  the  pretence  of  manning  the  ships  and  un- 
dertaking a  predatory  excursion  to  the  Latin  coast.  At 
the  same  time  they  let  the  Eomans  into  the  town,  closed 
the  gates  of  the  harbour,  and  compelled  the  Samnites,  who 
had  already  deposited  their  arms  on  board,  to  a  hasty 
flight.» 

In  the  meantime  the  two  consuls  led  their  armies  to  Disposi- 
Samnium,  to  attack  the  Samnites  in  their  own  land  and  to  Rq^hh 
prevent  their  raising  the  siege  of  Palseopolis.  It  is  reported  legioiw. 
that  three  Samnite  towns — Allifae,  Callifse,  and  Rufrium — 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans,  and  that  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  country  was  laid  waste  by  the  consuls.* 
At  the  same  time  the  Romans  must  have  penetrated, 
probably  with  one  of  the  consular  armies,  through  the 
country  of  the  Marsians  towards  the  eastern  scene  of  war 
in  Apulia ;  for  the  following  year,  325  B.C.,  marks  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  Vestinians,  with  whom  the  Romans  could 
have  come  in  contact  only  if  they  marched  through  their 
land  to  Apulia.  The  war  with  the  Samnites,  therefore, 
was  commenced  in  three  different  places  by  one  procon- 
sular and  two  consular  armies  of  two  legions  each,  and 
the  first  success  was  on  the  side  of  the  Romans,  who  anti- 
cipated the  Samnites  in  the  attack. 

The  Roman  annalists  generally  leave  the  connexion  of  The  story 

military  events  quite  out  of  sight,  and  like  to  occupy  them-  cursor  and 

selves  with  stories  in  which  the  prominent  men  of  noble  ^  ^abiua 

*  Bullianua. 

families  played  a  great  part.    Thus  a  dispute  between  the 

dictator  L.  Papirius  Cursor  and  his  master  of  the  horse, 

Q.  Fabius  Rullianus,  supplies  Livy  with  an  opportunity  for 

showing  his  great  talent  for  rhetorical  declamation  and 

effective  narrative.     Several  chapters  *  are  filled  with  this 

'  LiYy,  TÜi.  26.  •  Livy,  TÜi.  26,  •  livy,  viii.  30-40. 
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BOOK     interesting  affair,  but  they  contribute  nothing  towards  the 

^ — .  real  history  of  the  war.  L.  Papirius  Cursor  was  one  of  those 

^^Bc  ^*  favourite  heroes  of  the  old  school  who  looked  upon  military 
discipline  as  the  first  condition  of  national  prosperity.'  He 
was  now  dictator,  and  being  obliged  to  leave  the  army  and  go 
to  Borne  to  take  the  auspices  anew,  he  left  strict  injunctions 
with  his  master  of  the  horse,  Q.  Fabius  BuUianus,  to  avoid 
all  collision  with  the  enemy  during  his  absence.  Fabius 
did  not  attend  to  this  order.  He  made  use  of  an  oppor- 
tunity, and  won  a  great  victory  ovier  the  Samnites.  For 
this  violation  of  military  obedience  the  stem  Papirius 
threatened  that  he  should  suffer  death.  Fabius  escaped  from 
the  camp  and  sought  protection  with  the  Boman  senate. 
But  the  dictator  followed  close  after  him,  refusing  to 
be  turned  from  his  resolution  by  any  entreaties  or  threats, 
until  Fabius,  renouncing  any  protection  from  the  law,  gave 
himself  up  to  the  magnanimity  and  mercy  of  the  dictator. 
After  the  sanctity  of  military  discipline  had  been  solemnly 
acknowledged  by  this  submission,  Papirius  granted  Fabius 
his  life,  but  removed  him  from  his  office,  and  appointed  in 
his  place  L.  Papirius  Crassus  as  master  of  the  horse. 
Alleged  The  annalists  of  the  Papirians  and  the  Fabians,  who 

^lliS^^  mentioned  these  family  disputes,  were  not  at  a  loss  to  make 
la .  a  suitable  framework  of  military  events  for  their  naiTative. 

The  Fabians  told  long  stories  of  a  great  victory  gained  by 
Q.  Fabius  over  the  Samnites  in  the  absence  of  the  dic- 
tator— a  victory  which  excited  his  envy  and  jealousy.* 
Twenty  thousand  enemies  were  slain.  That,  however,  was 
not  yet  sufficient.  Some  writers  related  two  victories  of 
Fabius,  equally  grand  and  brilliant.  But  others,  as  Livy 
honestly  adds,  mentioned  nothing  of  all  this.  The  oldest 
annalist  of  the  Bomans,  who  worked  up  family  memorials 
into  a  history  of  Bome,  was  Fabius  Pictor.  To  him  we 
may  perhaps  attribute  a  great  part  of  the  many  stories  in 

'  It  is  amusing  to  read  (Livy,  is.  16)  that  the  conceit  of  Koman  vriten  vrat 
so  far  as  to  declare  that  Papirius  would  have  proved  a  voithy  antagonist  for 
Alexander  the  Great,  if  the  latter  had  invaded  Italy.  '  Livy,  viii.  SO. 
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which  the  Fabians  appear,  and  among  them  the  boastful     CHAP. 
narrative  of  the  heroic  deeds  of  Q.  Fabius  Maximus  in  the 


second  Samnite  war.     But  the  Papirians  would  not  be  out-     ^^^^^^^ 
done  by  the  Fabians.  The  dictator  therefore,  on  his  rettffn 
to  the  army,  likewise  defeats  the  Samnites,  lays  waste 
their  territory,  even  compels  them  to  ask  for  peace,  and 
graciously  grants  them  one  year's  truce. 

If  at  this  time  a  truce  was  really  concluded  with  the  Kebplljon 
Samnites,  the  Romans  had  most  probably  as  good  reason  323  ^^"*' 
for  desiring  it  as  their  enemies,  even  if  it  be  true  that 
hitherto  the  fortune  of  war  was  on  their  side.  The  edifice 
of  the  Boman  supremacy  over  Latium  was  still  too  new 
to  be  able  to  weather  every  storm.  Soon  after  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Samnite  wars,  ominous  signs  of  danger 
appeared  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Bome. 
Tusculum,  which  had  always  been  so  devoted,  began  to 
waver  in  her  fidelity.  Her  discontent  broke  out  into  open 
rebellion,  and  this  revolt  spread  to  Privemum  and  Velitrse, 
two  Latin  towns  whose  obstinate  resistance  against  the 
sovereignty  of  Bome  had  often  alarmed  the  Bomans  and 
been  quelled  with  difficulty.  If  this  spirit  of  rebellion 
had  extended  further,  the  Boman  power  would  have  been 
endangered  to  its  very  foundations,  and  the  war  with  the 
Samnites  could  not  have  been  continued. 

As  to  the  cause  of  the  rebellion  in  Latium,  our  Cause 
authorities  are,  as  usual,  sUent.  We  may  reasonably  sus-  ^^^j^^ 
pect  that  the  severity  of  the  Bomans,  and  the  numerous 
confiscations  after  the  end  of  the  war  with  the  Latins, 
were  the  cause  of  the  discontent  which  showed  itself 
now.  and  even  at  a  later  time,  in  various  ways.  The 
Tusculans,  Veliternians,  and  Privematians  had  become 
subjects  of  Bome.  They  now  endeavoured  either  to 
become  Boman  citizens  or  to  regain  their  independence, 
and  they  succeeded  in  carrying  their  point.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  there  was  a  party  in  these  towns  which  was 
ready  to  call  on  the  Samnites  for  protection.  Without  the 
prospect  of  Samnite  help  Tusculum  and  the  other  Latin 
towns  would  not  have  dared  to  defy  Bome.     But  with  the 
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BCX)K  help  of  the  Samnites,  theur  hostiKty  would  be  very  seriotis^ 
and  so  the  extraordinary  circamstance  is  explained,  that 
the  town  of  Borne  was  alarmed  one  night,  and  the  citizens 
prepared  to  defend  themselves  against  an  attack.^  Yet  the 
danger  passed  away ;  it  is  not  stated  how.  We  learn  only 
accidentally'  that  L.  Fulvins  Cnrvus,  who  in  this  year  filled 
the  highest  magisüucy  in  Tnscnlnm,  was  in  the  following 
year  consul  in  Borne,  and,  more  than  this,  that  five  years 
later — ^that  is,  at  the  next  census — two  new  Boman  tribes 
were  established.  Nothing  is  said  of  a  forcible  suppression 
of  the  revolt.  It  foUows  from  this  that  Bome,  by  a  wise 
concession,  averted  the  threatening  six>rm,  while  she 
received  into  full  citizenship,  on  favourable  terms,  the 
whole  of  the  rebellious  Latins.'  Whether  Fulvius,  who  was 
raised  to  the  consulship  in  Bome  822  b.c.,  belonged  in 
the  year  before  (323  b.c.),  when  he  was  consul  in  Tusculnm, 
to  the  party  hostile  to  Bome,  may  reasonably  be  doubted. 
The  Boinans  were  not  naturally  inclined  to  lavish  gene- 
rosity towards  their  enemies,  or  to  overcome  hatred  by 
love.*  Moreover  it  is  reported  by  Livy  that  the  tribune 
M.  Mavius  made  a  proposal  to  the  people  to  punish  with 
death  or  loss  of  freedom  those  Tusculans  who  had  excited 
the  Velitemians  and  Privematians  to  war  against  Bome.^ 
This  equally  cruel  and  unwise  measure  was  indeed  rejected 
almost  unanimously ;  nevertheless  it  can  hardly  be  ima- 
gined that  the  leader  of  the  Tusculan  rebellion,  instead 
of  being  punished  with  death,  should  have  obtained  the 
Boman  consulship  as  the  price  of  his  submission.  It  is 
far  more  likely  that  Fulvius  was  throughout  well  affected  to 
Bome,  and  brought  about  the  arrangement  by  which  the 

*  LiTy,  Tiii.  37.  •  Pliny,  Bist  Nat,  rii.  44. 
'  The  Tusculans  were  at  this  time  probably  admitted  to  the  Papiiian  tribe, 

to  which  they  afterwards  belonged.    Velitne  and  Priyemua  weore  o^e  parts 
of  the  two  newly-formed  tribes. 

*  Vitrurius  Vaccus,  who  had  headed  the  revolt  of  Priyeniiim  fire  years 
before,  suffered  death. 

*  ÜTy,  Tili.  37.  The  motion  was  rejected  by  all  the  tribes  except  the  Tribas 
Pollia.  The  people  of  Tusculum,  long  after  they  had  been  reoeiTed  into  the 
Tribus  Papiria,  remembered  this  vote,  and  seldom  supported  at  the  electioas  a 
candidate  of  the  Tribus  PoUia. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  SECOND  SAMNITE  WAB.  393 

cause  of  discontent  among  a  party  at  Tascnlam  was 
removed  and  the  Tusculans  were  admitted  to  the  ftill 
Boman  franchise.  The  boastful  Roman  annalists  avoid, 
almost  on  principle,  making  the  admission  that  conces- 
sions were  made  to  any  enemy.  They  looked  npon 
concessions  as  incompatible  with  the  majesty  of  the 
repubUc,  and  thonght  that  all  opposition  ought  to  be 
crashed  by  force  of  arms.  Bnt  we  know  that  the  Eomans 
were  wise  enough  to  yield,  when  it  was  necessary,  and  we 
may  presume  that  on  the  present  occasion  they  accepted 
a  compromise  which  was  highly  salutary  to  all  parties ; 
that  the  plan  of  rising  against  Bome  was  entertained  only 
by  a  portion  of  the  Tusculans,  Velitemians,  and  Privema- 
tians,  and  that,  after  their  real  grievances  were  removed, 
the  whole  population  of  these  towns  ceased  to  desire 
separation  from  Borne,  Uke  the  Boman  plebs  after  their 
reconciliation  with  the  patricians  on  the  Sacred  Hill. 

The  necessity  of  a  conciliatory  policy  towards  thei»  Latin  Need  of  a 
and  Campanian  subjects  appeared  plainly  in  the  course  of  tory  policy. 
the  war,  when  fortune  began  to  favour  the  Samnites,  and 
the  arm  of  Bome  appeared  to  be  paralysed.     Even  in  the  - 
war  of  Hannibal  the  faith  of  many  of  the  subject  peoples 
wavered;  it  is  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at  that,  a  cen- 
tury before,  those  communities  which  were  scarcely  brought 
into  subjection  bore  the  yoke  with  uneasy  reluctance. 

In  the  campaign  of  the  year  322,  the  fourth  of  the  war,  Fourth 
the  Boman  writers  boasted  of  a  series  of  brilliant  sue-  ^"h* w 
cesses.    Unfortunately  they  are  not  agreed  whether  these  322  b.c, 
successes  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  consuls,  L.  Fulvius 
Ourvus,  the  Tusculan,  and  Q.  Fabius  BuUianus,  the  late 
master  of  the  horse,  or  to  a  dictator,  A.  Cornelius  Arvina.^ 
The  Samnites,  it  is  said,  humbled  by  repeated  defeats 
and  losses,  sued  for  peace.     But  although  they  came  to 
deliver  up  the  body  of  their  general,  Brutulus  Papius,  who 

*  It  IB  with  Teferenee  to  this  diTergence  of  opinion  thai  Liry  (tiü.  40)  makei 
the  following  most  important  remark :  *  Nee  facile  est  avi  rem  rei  aut  auctorem 
aactori  praeferre.  Vitiatam  memoriam  funebiibos  laadibns  reor  fiuaisque 
imaginnm  titulis,  dum  familia  ad  se  qnieqne  famam  renm  geatanun  bonorum- 
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in  despair  had  put  an  end  to  his  own  life,  they  were  un- 
successful, because  they  would  not  unconditionally  recog- 
nise the  supremacy  of  Eome.  This  story,  so  gratifying 
to  Eoman  pride,  can  hardly  be  considered  sufficiently 
authenticated.  When  so  many  of  the  most  important  and 
striking  events  were  imperfectly  recorded,  it  is  not  likely 
that  we  should  be  informed  of  diplomatic  transactions 
that  led  to  no  result.  The  events,  moreover,  which  took 
place  in  the  succeeding  year  show  that  the  Samnites 
were  very  far  indeed  from  being  fainthearted  and  com- 
pelled to  sue  for  peace. 

If  other  nations  delight  in  remembering  the  days  of 
national  triumphs,  and  in  celebrating  the  memory  of  vic- 
tories by  which  they  feel  their  strength  was  increased 
and  their  pride  gratified,  the  greatness  of  the  Soman 
people  is  shown  much  more  by  their  keeping  continually 
before  their  eyes  the  evil  days  when  the  god  of  battles 
was  unfavourable  to  them,  and  by  celebrating  the  anni- 
versaries of  their  defeats,  in  a  certain  degree,  as  days  of 
national  humiliation.  The  day  of  the  Allia  and  the  day 
of  Canns6  stood  before  the  eye  of  the  Boman  in  more 
burning  colours  than  the  day  of  the  victory  of  Zama.^ 
But  by  the  side  of  those  names  there  was  yet  a  third  in 
the  list  of  evil  days — a  name  which  was  more  pain^  than 
any  other  to  the  proud  Eoman,  because  the  feeling  of 
national  disgrace  and  humiliation  could  not  be  separated 
from  it ;  it  was  the  name  of  the  Caudine  Pass.  At  the 
Allia  and  at  CannsB  thousands  fell  in  open  battle ;  at 
CSaudium  four  legions  agreed  to  purchase  life  and  freedom 
by  the  sacrifice  of  military  honour,  and  the  Eoman  people, 
when  they  refused  to  ratify  the  agreement,  covered  them- 
selves with  a  load  of  infamy,  from  which  no  sophistry 
could  free  them,  even  in  their  own  conscience« 


que  faUenti  mendacio  trahnnt.    Inde  certe  et  singulonim  gesta  et  publica 
raoDomenta  renim  oonfusa.* 

1  Goriously  enough  the  great  victory  of  Scipio  over  Hannibal,  which  termi* 
nated  the  most  dangerous  of  all  wars,  did  not  take  place  at  Zama,  but  At  a 
place  of  which  the  locality  and  almost  the  name  are  unknown. 
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The  two  consuls  of  the  year  321  b.c.,  T.  Veturins  and     CHAP.  ; 

Sp.  Postumins,  advanced  with  their  united  armies  of  about  s,    ,' 

40,000  men  from  Campania  towards  the  country  of  the  *^^^^^* 
Samnites,  with  the  object  of  relieving  the  allied  town  of  . 
Luceria,  in  Apulia,  which  was  besieged  by  the  enemy,  of  the 
This  important  and  arduous  campaign,  in  the  midst  of  a  ^™*° 
difficult  mountain  country,  the  centre  of  the  hostUe  power, 
WBM  intrusted  to  two  men  who  appear  to  have  possessed 
no  eminent  military  qualities.  The  circumstance  that  a 
task  of  such  difficulty  was  not  conferred  rather  on  Papirius 
or  Fabius  shows  a  great  defect  in  the  Eoman  constitu- 
tion, which  made  the  appointment  of  a  commander 
dependent  on  a  contested  election  in  the  assembly  of  the 
people.  The  division  also  of  the  command  between  two 
generals  of  equal  rank  cannot  have  failed  here,  as  in  many 
other  cases,  to  have  a  bad  effect,  especially  as  it  seemed 
that  the  whole  strength  of  the  Samnites  was  in  the  hands 
of  one  single  and  able  man,  C.  Pontius,  of  Telesia.  The 
Soman  army  suffered  a  severe  check  at  Caudium,  the 
chief  town  of  the  Caudinians,  and  found  itself  after  the 
battle  shut  up  in  a  narrow  mountain  valley,  the  outlets  of 
which  were  all  in  the  possession  of  the  victorious  enemy.* 
After  some  desperate  attempts  to  break  through,  the 
iBomans  gave  themselves  up  to  despair.  The  obstructions 
and  circumvallations  all  round  them  became  larger  and 
stronger,  and  the  numbers  of  the  victorious  enemy  in- 
creased. The  merciless  code  of  war  which  the  Bomans 
understood  so  weU  and  applied  so  unreservedly,  delivered 
them  up,  even  to  the  last  man,  either  to  the  sword  or  to 

>  According  to  the  account  giyen  by  Livy  (ix.  1)  no  battle  took  place,  but 
tlie  Bomans,  marching  carelesalj  into  the  defile,  found  themselves  suddenly 
stopped  in  front  and  surrounded  on  all  sides,  and  after  a  few  fruitless  attempts 
gave  up  the  hope  of  breaking  through  the  lines  of  the  Samnites  by  force. 
Niebuhr  {Bom,  Gesch.,  fii.  246;  English  translation,  iiL  211)  and  Arnold 
{Hist,  of  Boms,  ii.  214,  note  35)  have  shown  that  this  account  is  false,  and  that 
without  any  doubt  the  Bomans  did  not  surrender  before  a  regular  battle  had 
taken  place  and  they  were  completely  defeated.  If  we  were  to  adopt  Liv/s 
description  of  the  war  implicitly,  we  should  have  to  believe  that  the  Komans, 
in  the  course  of  the  whole  of  it,  never  lost  a  single  battle.  The  great  difQculty 
in  this  case  would  be  to  account  for  the  long  duration  of  the  war. 
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BOOK     slavery.     The  moment  liad  arrived  When  the  prond  hopes 
of  dominion  over  Italy  had  to  turn  into  prayers  for  mercy 


326-804     ajj^  forbearance. 


&o. 


c   duct  "^^^  while  on  the  one  side  discouragement  prevailed, 

of  the  the  conquerors  hesitated  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their  irnex- 
£dw.**  pected  success.  It  is  reported  that  CJPöntius,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Samnites,  consulted  his  aged  father,  and 
that  the  old  man  advised  him  either  to  annihilate  the 
whole  Eoman  army,  or  to  discharge  them  honourably  and 
imhurt,  without  any  stipulation.  In  the  first  case  Home 
would  be  so  crippled  as  to  be  unable  to  continue  the  war ; 
in  the  second,  the  Eoman  people  would  be  reconciled  and 
induced  to  make  peace.  C.  Pontius  chose  a  middle  course, 
alike  removed  from  the  barbarity  of  the  one  proposal,  and 
from  the  impolitic  ma^animity  of  the  other.  We  would 
willingly  believe  that  he  shuddered  at  the  thought  of 
massacring  many  thousands  of  defenceless  enemies,  and 
that  he  hoped  by  proposing  acceptable  conditions  to  obtain 
a  lasting  peace.  He  desired,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Boman  army,  neither  the  subjection  of  Borne  nor  the 
diminution  of  her  legitimate  power.  Bome  and  Samnium 
should  acknowledge  each  other  as  free  peoples  with  equal 
rights  and  privileges ;  only  the  Boman  conquests  and  colo- 
nies on  Samnite  territory,  including,  of  course,  Fregell« 
and  Cales,  should  be  given  up.'  These  conditions  were 
accepted  by  the  Boman  consuls,  quaestors,  and  all  the  sur- 
viving military  tribunes,  with  a  solemn  oath.  Six  hundred 
knights  remained  as  hostages  in  the  hands  of  the  Sam- 
nites ;  and,  with  the  understanding  that  the  senate  and 
the  people  should  confirm  the  military  convention,  and 
that  they  would  pay  the  price  agreed  upon  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  army,  C.  Pontius  set  the  Boman  army  fi^e. 
Dismissal  The  discharge  was  effected  in  a  manner  expressive  of 
^^®  the  fact  that  the  Bomans  owed  their  lives  to  the  mercy 
army.         of  their  conquerors.     They  were  passed  under  the  yoke. 

>  These  terms  included  probably  the  abandoning  of  the  whole  of  Campania 
and  Apulia,  as  well  as  the  sacrifices  of  the  Boman  allies,  and  were  therefore 
hard  enough. 
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On  two  spears  placed  upright  in  the  ground  a  third  was     CHAP, 
fixed  so  as  to  leave  a  low  passage.^     Through  this  the 
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Komans  had  to  walk  man  bj  man,  after  they  had  given 
up  their  weapons,  their  baggage,  and  even  their  clothes,  all 
"but  one  under-garment.  The  process  was  a  general  Italian 
custom,'  and  was  not  now  invented  to  cover  the  Bomans 
with  especial  disgrace*  It  cannot  be  said  that,  considering 
the  rights  and  practices  of  belligerents  in  antiquity,  it 
was  more  humiliating  than  a  military  capitulation  in 
modem  times,  which  deprives  the  soldiers  of  their  arms, 
and  dismisses  the  officers  on  their  word  of  honour ;  but  it 
may  be  presumed  that  Boman  pride  saw  in  it  a  national 
humiliation  which  was  all  the  greater,  the  higher  the 
republic  just  then  held  her  head  above  the  other  nations 
of  Italy.  But  this  humiliation  became  a  brand  of  infamy 
by  the  free  and  deliberate  action  of  the  Boman  senate  and 
people — a  damning  spot  which  oceans  of  hostile  blood  could 
not  wash  out,  and  no  crown  of  victory  could  hide. 

We  can  scarcely  venture  to  decide  whether  L.  Pontius  Breach 
acted  wisely  in  discharging  the  Boman  army  before  he  impact 
was  certain  of  the  confirmation  of  the  treaty  with  the  ^ith  the 
consuls.     But  the  fact  that  he  expected  a  confirmation 
proves  that  Bome  was  under  a  moral  obligation  either  to 
fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  or  not  to  accept  its 
advantages.     It  is  difficult  to  realise  the  feeling  of  right 
and  wrong  of  a  past  age,  and  it  is  a  mistake  to  apply  to 
it  our  own  standard.    But  that  the  Bomans  of  the  fourth 
century  before  Christ  recognised  some  obligation  to  confirm 
and  to  keep  the  Caudine  treaty  seems  tolerably  certain 
from  the  anxiety  with  which,  according  to  Livy,  they 
tried  to  justify  themselves  when   political  calculations 
induced  them  to  renounce  such  obligations.'     The  consul 

1  LiTj,  iii.  28 :  '  Tribus  hastia  iugam  fit,  humi  fizis  duabus,  Buperque  eas 
transversa  una  deligata.' 

*  Thus  Cincinnatus  had  dismissed  the  .^uians  under  the  yoke  (Livy,  iii. 
28),  and  the  Bomans  boasted  that  in  the  very  next  year  (320  b.c.)  they  applied 
the  same  rule  to  7,000  captured  Samnites  and  to  their  general  C.  Pontius  him- 
self (Livy,  ix.  16). 

■  Livy,  ix.  1 1 :  *  Et  illi  quidem  (the  consuls)  forsitan  et  publica,  sua  certe 
liberata  fide  ab  Caudio  in  castra  Komana  inviolati  redierunt' 
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^m^     Sp.  Postumius  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  to  condemn 

' r-^ — '   the  treaty  on  his  return  to  Eome,  and  to  recommend  its 

B,c.        rejection.   With  evident  approval,  Livy  relates  what  pains 
he  took  to  prove  that  the  promise  and  the  oath  of  the 
consuls  were  not  binding  on  the  commonwealth,  but  only 
on  themselves,  that  they  could  only  pledge  their  own  and 
not  the  public  faith,  and  that  the  Boman  people  were  not 
bound  to  ratify  the  treaty  unless  they  approved  of  it ;  that 
they,  the  consuls  and  vouchers  of  the  treaty,  alone  were 
responsible  if  they  had  done  wrong  and  transgressed  their 
powers,  and  that  they  were  willing  to  assume  this  respon- 
sibility.   They  and  all  the  officers  who  had  sworn  the  oath 
to  the  Samnites  should  be  delivered  up,  because  they  were 
not  able  to  fulfil  what  they  had  promised.     Even  two 
tribunes  of  the  people  who  had  been  at  Caudium,  and  had 
joined  in  the  transaction,  should  be  handed  over  to  the 
Samnites,  in  spite  of  the  sanctity  of  their  office  and  the 
inviolability  of  their  persons.     That  this  patriotic  fana- 
ticism, although  capable  of  the  highest  self-sacrifice,  vio- 
lated the  divine  law,  Livy,  in  his  patriotic  enthusiasm,  was 
unable  to  see.     It  is  clear  that  Postumius  and  his  brother 
officers  could  not  bind  the  senate  and  the  people  by  the 
promise  they  had  made  in  Caudium;  but  it  is  equally 
clear  that  they  were  bound  by  their  promise  to  do  what 
was  in  their  power  to  cause  the  treaty  to  be  ratified. 
The  Roman  army  formed  a  great  and  important  part  of 
thft  assembly  of  the  people ;  it  might  even  represent  the 
Eoman  people.     The  army  in  the  field  had  on  a  former 
occasion  made  laws  which  were  binding  on  the  whole 
state.^     The  Samnites  might,  therefore,  expect  that  each 
of  the  released  Romans,  from  the  consul  down  to  the 
meanest  plebeian,  whether  in  the  senate  or  in  the  as- 
sembly of  the  people,  would  use  his  Jnfluence  to  effect  the 
ratification   of  the  treaty.     Nor  could  this  moral  obli- 
gation be   set  aside  by  the  voluntary  death  which  the 
consuls  were  willing  to  suffer.    For  death  for  one's  father- 

*  Liyy,  vii.  16. 
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land  is  not  the  highest  duty  of  a  citizen,  and  in  no  way     CHAP. 
releases  him  from  the  eternal  law  of  justice,  which  is  above 
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all  considerations  of  political  advantage. 

Not  with  a  good  conscience,  but  according  to  the  forms 
of  law,  the  Boman  senate  and  the  people  rejected  the  caius 
treaty  of  Caudium.  With  the  sacrifice  of  the  six  hundred  ^ontuia. 
hostages  and  the  delivering  up  of  those  who  had  concluded 
the  treaty,  Borne  considered  herself  released  from  all 
obligation  to  the  Samnites.  The  two  consuls  Postumius 
ajid  Veturius,  who  immediately  on  their  return  had 
resigned  their  office,  the  qusestors  and  military  tribunes, 
and  two  tribunes  of  the  people  who  had  pledged  their 
word  to  the  Samnites,  were  conducted  by  the  Boman 
fetiaJis  into  the  country  of  the  Samnites  and  given  up  to 
the  enemy  in  fetters,  as  an  atonement  for  their  breach  of 
faith.  It  is  revolting  to  read,  what  Livy  with  apparent 
approval  reports,  that  Sp.  Postumius  kicked  the  Boman 
fetiaUs,  declaring  he  had  now  become  a  Samnite,  and,  by 
injuring  the  fetialis  had  given  the  Bomans  cause  for  a 
righteous  war  against  the  Samnites.^  Such  fanaticism, 
combined  with  such  perfidy,  was  rebuked  as  it  deserved  by 
the  noble  Pontius.  He  declined  to  receive  the  prisoners, 
and  so  to  release  the  Boman  people  from  their  obligation. 
He  would  accept  only  one  of  two  things,  either  peace  on 
the  terms  agreed  upon,  or  the  restoration  of  the  whole 
army  to  the  position  in  which  it  was  when  in  the  power  of 
the  Samnites.  *Do  you  consider,'  said  he,*  Hhat  it  is 
right  for  you  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  the  treaty,  but  that 
we  should  forego  the  peace  which  we  had  stipulated  for? 
Wage  ye  war  against  us !  The  gods  will  believe  indeed  that 
Postumius  is  a  Samnite,  that  the  Boman  herald  was  violated 
by  a  Samnite,  and  that  you  have  occasion  for  a  righteous 

>  Niebühr  (Rom.  Gesch.,  üi.  258 ;  English  translation,  iii.  221)  speaks  of  this 
act  as  a  iaice,  *  not  only  revolting  but  senseless,  unless  it  can  be  explained  by 
the  supposition  that  Skjus  exttlandi  must  have  existed  between  the  two  peoples, 
by  which  a  citizen  deporting  from,  the  other  country  might  take  up  the  franchise 
at  pleasure.' 

*  Livy,  ix.  11. 
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war !  Are  you  not  ashamed  of  yourselves  so  to  outrage 
religion,  and,  as  old  men  and  consulars,  to  seek  for  pretexts 
for  your  breaeh  of  faith  which  would  scarcely  be  pardonable 
in  children  P  Go,  lictor ;  take  the  fetters  off  the  !Romans. 
Not  one  shall  be  detained  here  by  us  against  his  will.' 

The  war  therefore  continued,  and,  as  it, appears,  was  for 
a  number  of  years  far  from  favourable  to  Bome,  although 
the  mendacious  annalists  reported  brilliant  successes,  by 
which  the  consuls  Papirius  Cursor  and  Publilius  Philo 
thoroughly  avenged  the  disgrace  of  Caudium.^  It  was  a 
patriotic  conviction  among  the  Bomans  that  a  great 
national  defeat  must  be  immediately  repaired.  The  febles 
of  Camillus  and  his  victory  over  the  Gauls  after  the  burn- 
ing of  the  city  are  matched  by  no  less  impudent  fictions 
on  the  present  occasion.  It  is  related  that  Papirius 
Cursor  immediately  marched  to  Apulia  at  the  head  of  a 
new  army,  and  conquered  Luceria,  which  had  in  the 
meantime  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Samnites*  In 
Luceria  he  found  all  the  Eoman  hostages,  and  the  lost 
military  ensigns  and  arms ;  and  as  he  made  prisoners  of 
the  whole  of  the  Samnite  garrison  he  was  enabled  to 
wipe  out  the  disgrace  of  Caudium,  by  dismissing  7,000 
Samnites,  and  among  them  C.  Pontius  himself,  under  the 
yoke.  Livy '  confesses  that  the  evidence  for  these  reports 
is  defective.  The  statement  of  the  capture  of  C.  Pontius 
was  found  only  in  some  of  the  annals.  There  were  doubts 
and  contradictions  as  to  whether  Papirius  was  consul  or 
master  of  the  horse  of  the  dictator  L.  Cornelius,  and 
whether  the  success  of  this  campaign  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  dictator  Cornelius  or  to  the  consul  Papirius.' 
Livy  is  also  unable  to  decide  whether  in  the  following 
year  L.  Papirius  Cursor  or  L.  Papirius  Mugillanus  was 
chosen  as  consul. 


*  See  Kiebuhr,  Bom.  Gesch.,  iii.  260 ;  English  tnnslatioD,  iii.  233. 

■  Livy,  ix.  15. 

'  The  probability  is  that  the  coDsulship  of  Papirius  Cursor  and  Publilius 
Philo,  as  well  as  the  capture  of  Luceria,  belong  to  the  year  315  (see  belov, 
p.  410),  and  not  to  the  year  320  at  all.  In  the  year  320  there  were  perhaps  only 
dictators.  It  is  evident  that  doubts  of  this  kind  could  not  have  arisen  if 
accurate  official  lists  of  the  magistrates  had  been  kept. 
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It  would  be  a  vain  attempt  to  clear  up  the  confusion     CHAP. 

and  the  contradictions  of  the  Roman  reports.     But  it  is  s.    /  ,. 

apparent  that  even  in  those  points  where  they  do  not    326-304 

exactly  contradict  one  another,  they  deserve  but  little 

credence.     Such  a  bold  and  successftd  campaign  to  Apulia  accounts 

as  that  which  is  reported  of  Papirius  Cursor,  is  in  itself  °^  *^® . 

*  ■■■  campaign 

hardly  probable  after  the  great  losses  which  attended  the  of  320  b.c. 
same  attempt  in  the  previous  year.  There  was  a  battle 
fought,  as  we  have  seen,  at  Caudium  and  lost  by  the 
Romans.  A  great  part  of  the  army  was  desti-oyed ;  six 
hundred  knights,  that  is  the  horse  of  two  legions,  were  in 
captivity ;  the  victory  of  Caudium  was  a  great  encourage- 
ment for  the  Samnites,  gaining  friends  for  them  and 
awakening  the  discontent  of  many  Roman  subjects. 
Luceria,  the  most  important  town  of  Apulia,  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Samnites,  and  consequently  a  cam- 
paign in  that  part  was  much  more  serious  than  at  a  time 
when  that  town,  being  in  the  possession  of  their  allies, 
could  serve  as  a  support  for  the  operations  of  the  Romans. 
These  considerations  made  it  certainly  not  advisable  for 
the  Romans  to  venture  on  a  new  march  to  Apulia,  how- 
ever they  might  wish  to  assist  their  hard-pressed  friends 
in  that  country.  They  were  obliged  to  employ  all  their 
strength  to  secure  their  hold  on  Latium  and  Campania. 
It  was  not  before  the  year  315  b.o.  that  Luceria  fell 
again  into  their  power,  and  in  order  to  bring  this  fact 
into  harmony  with  the  alleged  conquest  of  Luceria  by 
Papirius  Cursor  in  320  b.c.,  the  annalists  assumed  that 
this  town  in  the  meantime  had  revolted  to  the  Samnites.* 
Lastly,  it  is  hardly  probable  that  the  Samnites  brought 
the  trophies  and  hostages  of  Caudium  into  a  conquered 
town,  in  an  enemy's  country,  instead  of  preserving  them 
in  a  fortified  place  in  their  own  land.  Prom  all  these 
reflections  the  conclusion  is  forced  upon  us  that  the 
successes  of  the  year  320  e.g.,  the  conquest  of  Luceria,  the 
recovery  of  the  hostages,  banners,  and  arms,  and,  lastly,  the 

"  liivy,  viii.  26. 
VOL.  I.  DD 
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The  defeat  at  Caudium  showed  very  clearly  that  ihe 
Se'drf^t  power  of  Eome  over  the  newly  acquired  districts,  and 
at  Cau-  even  over  Latium,  was  by  no  means  quite  secure ;  and 
*°"*'  when  we  consider  that  only  three  years  had  elapsed  since 
Tusculum,  Privemum,  and  Velitr»  were  in  open  rebellion,^ 
this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  First  of  all,  Satricam,  an 
old  Latin  town  and  Eoman  colony,  rebelled  and  received 
a  Samnite  garrison.  Such  a  revolt  of  a  colony  is  to  be 
regarded  as  a  successful  rising  of  the  original  subject 
population  against  the  Roman  colonists,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  latter  were  either  killed  or  driven  out.  For 
that  the  Boman  colonists  themselves,  as  it  is  generally 
represented,  should  have  endeavoured  to  shake  off  the 
lioman  dominion  is  quite  incredible.  These  Boman 
colonists  were  in  the  possession  of  lands  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  natives ;  they  lived  and  prospered  at  the 
expense  of  the  subject  population,  and  formed  the  ruling 
\ilass.  No  doubt  they  gave  sufficient  cause  for  discontent 
and  hatred  to  those  whom  they  were  sent  to  control.  The 
frequent  reports  of  revolts  of  colonies  are  therefore  easily 
explained  at  a  time  when  the  Roman  power  began  to 
totter,  and  when  the  conquered  population  had  a  pro- 
spect of  regaining  their  independence.*  But  before  the 
example  of  Satricum  could  be  imitated,  the  Romans  had 
taken  possession  of  the  town  by  treachery,  had  driven 
away  the  Samnite  garrison,  and  had  punished  the  leaders 
of  the  rebellion  with  the  utmost  severity.  The  fire  in 
their  own  house  was  extinguished  before  it  could  spread. 
The  rest  of  Latium  remained  quiet.  The  grant  of  Boman 
citizenship  to  the  subjects  in  southern  Latium  and  Cam- 
pania, where  now  (318  b.c.)  two  new  tribes  (the  Ufentina 

1  See  p.  391. 

•  The  revolt  of  the  colony  of  Sora,  mentioned  by  Livy  (ix.  23),  perhaps  be- 
longs to  this  period ;  perhaps  to  the  year  815  B.c.,  as  seems  to  result  from 
Diodoros,  xix.  72.    See  below,  p.  406,  note  4. 
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and  Falerina)  were  formed,  was  not  without  a  beneficial     chap. 

effect.^     Thus  internally  strengthened,  Eome  could  en-  >,    / . 

counter  with  more  confidence  the  vicissitudes  of  war,  *^1~?^* 

B.c. 

The  Samnites  had  made  use  of  their  triumph  at  Caudium  Con-^pgt 
to  conquer  the  Eoman  colony  of  Pregellse  on  the  Liris,  of  Fregeilae 
whose  foundation  had  been  the  principal  cause  of  the  war.  ^mnites, 
Fregell»  lay  on  one  of  the  two  direct  lines  of  communica-  320  b.c. 
tion  between  Bome  and  Campania,  on  the  so-called  Via 
Latina,  which  led  on  the  east  side  of  the  Albanian  moun- 
tains and  the  Yolscian  highlands  through  Preeneste  into 
the  country  of  the  Hernicans,  the  valley  of  the  Trerus  and 
that  of  the  Liris;  while  the  other  road,  afterwards  so 
celebrated  under  the  name  of  the  Appian  Way,  stretched 
southwards  along  the  Latin  plain  and  kept  near  the  sea. 
All  the  fortified  places  on  both  these  lines  were  of  the 
greatest  importance  for  the  Romans,  because   on  their 
holding  possession  of  these  their  secure  communication 
with  Campania  depended.     By  the  loss  of  Fregeilae  one  of 
these  lines  of  communication  was  now  interrupted,  and  the 
Romans  had  to  make  the  utmost  efforts  to  keep  the  other 
open,  unless  they  were  prepared  to  abandon  Campania 
altogether.* 

While  the  Samnites  thus  endeavoured  to  reap  the  fruits  Samnite 
of  their  victory  in  the  direction  of  Latium  and  Campania,  ^  A^uUa? 
where,  among  the  newly  conquered  subjects  and  the  dis- 
contented allies  of  the  Romans,  they  hoped  to  find  friends, 
they  at  the  same  time  did  not  lose  sight  of  Apulia.  The 
town  of  Luceria,  whose  distress  had  enticed  the  Romans 
into  the  pass  of  Caudium,  fell,  as  we  have  already  noticed, 
into  their  hands  soon  after  the  Caudine  catastrophe,  and 
paid  dearly  no  doubt  for  her  attachment  to  Rome.  This 
attachment,  as  we  have  seen,  was  the  natural  and  neces- 
sary policy  of  the  Apulian  towns,  which  had  perhaps  even 

*  This  measure  was  probably  resolved  on  in  323  b.c.,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  concession  to  the  discontented  people  of  Tusculum,  Privemnm,  and 
Volitrae(8ee  aboTe,  p.  393).  It  is,  of  course,  to  be  presumed  that  in  such  a  case 
as  this  the  conferring  of  the  Eoman  franchise  was  accompanied  not  by  confis* 
cations  but  by  a  confirmation  of  existing  tenures  of  land. 

«  Livy,  ix.  12. 
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more  to  suffer  from  the  Samnites  than  the  SIdicinians  and 
Campanians  on  the  western  boundary.  In  order  to  protect 
their  own  independence,  thej  had  joined  the  enemies  of 
the  Sanmites ;  for  them  the  defeat  of  the  latter  was  of  eyen 
greater  importance  than  for  the  Eomans.  Accordingly 
we  see  that,  in  spite  of  the  battle  of  Candium,  and  in  spite 
of  the  loss  of  Lnceria,  many  Apnlian  towns  joined  the 
Bomans,  such  as  Cannsium,  the  Apnlian  Teanum,  and 
the  Frentanians.*  According  to  the  boastful  accounts  of 
the  Eoman  annalists,  who  could  hardly  relate  alliances 
without  premising  victories,'  the  various  communities  in 
Apulia,  which  now  sought  the  Boman  friendship,  were 
first  subdued.'  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that 
these  victories  are  in  the  highest  degree  improbable,  if  we 
bear  in  mind  that  I/uceria,  the  principal  place  in  Apulia, 
was  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Samnites,  as  also  was  the 
important  town  of  Fregell»,  on  the  western  theatre  of  war, 
and  that  everywhere  in  the  towns  of  Campania,  and  in  the 
Ausonian  country,  the  adherents  of  the  Sanmites  plucked 
up  courage,  and  made  it  more  and  more  difficult  for  the 
Bomans  to  maintain  their  position. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  surprising  when  we 
read  in  Livy*  that  the  Samnites  sent  ambassadors  to 
Eome  to  ask  the  senate,  on  their  knees,  to  renew  the 
alliance  of  friendship  between  them ;  that  the  senate 
magnanimously  granted  their  request,  but  that  the  people 
would  only  consent  to  a  two  years*  truce.     Circumstances 

*  The  Frentani  conquered  by  the  consul  Aulius  (Livy,  ix.  ?  6)  ar«  piohablv 
the  same  as  the  people  of  Forentum  conquered  by  C.  Junius  (Livy,  ix.  20\ 
The  Teanenses  and  the  Teates  (LiTy,  ix.  20,  $$  4,  7)  are  in  like  manner  on' 
people.  The  different  spelling  of  the  name  in  different  annals  made  Utj  (wh* 
was  profoundly  ignorant  of  Italian  geography)  think  that  there  irare  twc 
distinct  peoples.  *  See  p.  165. 

'  Liry,  ix.  16:  'Aulius  cmn  Frentanis  udo  secundo  proolio  debellaTit. 
urbemque  ipsam  obsidibus  imperatis  in  deditionem  accepit.'  lArj,  is.  2V: 
'£t  ex  Apulia  Teanenses  Cannsinique  populationibus  fessi,  obsidibus  L. 
Flautio  consuli  datis,  in  deditionem  yenerunt.'  '  Teates  foedus  petitum 
Tenerunt  .  .  .  impetrarere  ut  foedus  daretur,  neque  tarnen  ut  aequo  foedere, 
sed  ut  in  ditione  populi  Bomani  essent  Apulia  perdomita  (nam  Foirento  qooqa« 
ralido  oppido  Junius  potitns  erat)  in  Lucanos  perrectum.' 

♦  Liyy,  ix.  20. 
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must  have  wonderfully  changed  in  favour  of  the  Eomans  CHAP. 
since  the  misfortune  at  Caudium,  if  the  Samnites  had  now  —  /  ,^ 
to  implore  for  peace.  At  that  time  C,  Pontius  had  *^^^* 
stipulated  for  the  evacuation  of  the  places  occupied  by  the 
Romans,  of  Fregellae  and  Luceria.  Now  these  places  had 
faJlen  into  the  hands  of  the  Samnites  by  the  fortune  of 
-vrsLVy  and  Some  was  with  difficulty  struggling  to  preserve 
tlie  remainder  of  her  possessions  and  her  influence  in  the 
neighbouring  states.  It  would  have  been  a  proof  of  the 
greatest  pusillanimity  had  the  Samnites  wished  now  to 
give  up  the  war,  and  how  could  they  be  suppliants  for 
peace  without  renouncing  all  their  conquests  ?  No  allu- 
sion is  made  to  a  surrender  of  Fregellae.  It  appears  that 
tlie  whole  story  of  the  embassy  for  peace,  at  least  in  the 
colouring  which  Livy  gives  it,  is  a  fiction.  Moreover  the 
truce  of  two  years  is  very  doubtful,  and  owes  its  existence, 
perhaps,  only  to  the  poverty  of  the  annahi,  as  there  were 
no  materials  found  to  fill  up  the  blank.  We  need  not  sup- 
pose that  a  formal  truce  was  made,  in  order  to  understand 
tliat  the  war  ceased  for  a  time.  The  wars  of  that  period 
were  not  acute  maladies,  which,  in  rapid  development,  led 
either  to  recovery  or  death.  They  were  chronic  evils, 
to  which  men  became  accustomed,  often  interrupted  by 
long  pauses,  when  weariness  or  accidental  circumstances 
caused  a  relaxation  of  warlike  activity.  This  seems  to 
have  been  the  case  at  that  time.  The  Bomans  as  well  as 
the  Samnites  avoided  for  a  time  a  direct  collision,  and 
confined  themselves  to  defensive  operations  and  to  smaller 
enterprises,  to  inducing  the  allies  of  the  opposite  party  to 
desert,  and  to  arranging  their  internal  affairs. 

After  the  disaster  of  Caudium,  the  Bomans  had  aban-  Capoa 
doned  the  plan  of  penetrating  into  Samnium.     On  their  k^q^q 
own  side  they  were  tolerably  safe  ttom  any  attacks  of  the  prefecture. 
enemy  on  Borne,  as  long  as  the  country  around  showed 
itself  faithful  and  devoted.    They  had  therefore  leisure  left 
them  for  a  political  reform.     Capua,  which  had  retained 
its  own  municipal  constitution  and  internal  self-govern- 
ment, was  now  made  a  Boman  prefecture,  a  prefect  being 
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sent  there  from  Borne  to  decide  all  law-suits  in  which  the 
numerous  Boman  citizens  settled  in  Capua  were  concemec.* 
Such  a  measure  was  clearly  favourable  to  the  Bomaa 
element  among  the  population;  and  even  if  the  new 
arrangement  was  not  used  to  the  prejudice  of  the  natives, 
it  was  a  sign  that  they  were  no  longer  what  they  had  been, 
a  free  and  independent  people.  But  if,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Boman  law  and  the  Boman  prefect^  theKomau 
settlers  and  tradesmen  in  Capua  pursued  their  own  advan- 
tages beyond  just  bounds,  as  the  Bomans  were  only  tot:» 
apt  to  do  in  subject  countries,  a  strong  opposition  against 
the  Boman  supremacy  in  Capua  could  not  fail  to  spring  up. 
We  shall  find  that  this  was  actually  the  case  soon  after. 

A  second  measure  of  a  similar  kind  was  a  new  organisa- 
tion of  the  colony  of  Antium.  This  colony  had  been 
founded  in  the  year  838  b.c.,  as  a  colony  of  Boman  citi- 
zens.* The  number  of  colonists  was  only  three  hundred. 
The  legal  relation  between  the  native  Volscian  popidation 
and  the  Boman  citizens  had  probably  been  not  verv 
favourable  to  the  former,  and  must  have  led  to  discontent, 
which  at  the  present  conjuncture  was  very  serious.  A 
commission  therefore  was  appointed  by  the  senate'  to 
regulate  afresh  the  organisation  of  the  colony,  and,  as  we 
may  presume,  to  grant  concessions  to  the  legitimate 
wishes  of  the  subject  population. 

After  the  comparative  rest  which,  according  to  Livy's 
account,  was  the  consequence  of  an  armistice  asked  for  by 
the  Samnites  and  granted  by  the  Bomans,  the  war  was 
renewed  by  both  belligerents  in  Campania.  The  Samnites 
gained  possession  of  several  towns,*  either  by  force  or  by 
agreement  with  the  inhabitants.  We  may  presume  that 
in  every  community  there  was  a  Boman  and  a  Samnite 


»  Livy,  ix.  20,  '  See  abore,  p,  368,  note  3. 

'  Livy,  ix.  20  :  '  Fatroni  ad  statuenda  iura  ipsius  colonise/ 
*  Diodorus  (xix.  65)  mentions  Nuceria  as  having  joined  the  Samnites  in  thd 
year  316  b.c.  Plislia  was  taken  315  b.o.  (Liyy,  ix.  22).  Nola,  At«lla,  and 
Calatia,  which  were  re-conquered  in  313  b.c.  (Liry,  ix.  28),  were  perhaps  lost  at 
this  period  ;  likewise  Sora  in  the  territory  of  the  Yolscians  on  the  Upper  liris« 
See  above,  p.  402.    Livy,  ix.  23.    Diodorus»  xix.  72. 
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party,  and  that  when  a  town  is  reported  to  have  joined     CHAP. 
either  the  one  or  the  other  nation,  an  internal  struggle  > — 1,*— 
and  a  revolution  had  taken  place,  by  which  either  the       ^^^^ 
aristocratic,  i.e.  the  Eoman,'  or  the  democratic,  i.e.  the 
Samnite,  party  got  the  upper  hand.     By  means  of  their 
partisans  the  Samnites  hoped  now  to  obtain  possession  also 
of  Capua,  Ausona,  Mintumse,  and  Vescia.     Fear  alone  re- 
strained these  allies  of  the  Romans  from  open  rebellion,  and 
they  did  not  dare  to  declare  themselves  without  restraint 
so  long  as  Eome  seemed  strong  enough  to  punish  them. 

Under  these  circumstances  we    might   imagine  that  Campaign 
!Bome  required  her  whole  strength  to  defend  the  menaced 
towns  and  to  intimidate  those  who  were  wavering  in  their 
faith.     But  in  the  year   315  b.c.,*  when  the  two  most 
eminent  men  of  the   state,  L.  Papirius   Cursor  and  Q. 
Publilius  PhUo  were  consuls,  we  are   surprised  to  read 
in   Livy'   that   the   consuls    (whose  names   he   does  not 
mention)  remained  in  Rome,  while  an  army  under  the 
dictator  Q.  Fabius  Maximus  besieged,  and  at  last  reduced, 
the  small  town  of  Saticula  in  Campania.     In  the  same 
year  the  Samnites  penetrated  in  great  force  into  Cam- 
pania, which  they  compelled  the   dictator  to   evacuate. 
He  retired  by  the  only  road   still  open  to  the  Romans, 
which  led  to  Latium,  past  the  town  of  Lautulse;  between 
the  sea  and  the  hills.     It  is  probable  that  during  these 
critical  events  the  two  consuls  were  by  no  means  idle  in 
Rome,  but  that  they  attacked  the  Samnites  in  Apulia,  as 
the  Samnites  attacked  the  Romans  in  Campania.     At  this 
time  Luceria  fell,  it  is  said,  *  for  the  second  *  time  *  into  the 
power  of  the  Romans.*    Now,  if  the  alleged  conquest  of 
Luceria  immediately  afber  the  Caudine  disaster  is  an  in- 
vention, we  may  assume  that  the  real  conquest  took  place 
in  the  year  315  b.c.  ;  that  in  this  year  the  consuls  Papirius 
and  PublUias  made  the  march  into  Apulia,  which  was 
erroneously  placed  in  the  year  320  b.c.  5®  and  that,  on 

'  Livy,  Ix.  25.  *  According  to  Diodorus,  xix.  66. 

•  Livy,  ix.  22.  *  See  p.  400. 

A  See  Niebnhr,  Bam.  Oesoh.,  iii.  267 ;  English  translation,  iii.  233. 

*  Ibid.  iii.  272 ;  English  translation,  iii.  239. 
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make  head  against  tlie  Samnites   in  Campania.     Both 
326-304    nations  seemed  more  intent  on  attack  than  defence,  each 
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aimed  at  the  heart  of  the  other,  like  the  Bomans  and 
Carthaginians  at  a  later  period.  Such  a  plan  of  wax  was 
sure  to  lead  the  Eomans  to  victory,  because  their  power 
was  soundest  and  strongest  in  Latium  and  the  immediate 
yicinitj  of  the  capital.  But  it  was  not  unattended  with 
serious  danger;  for  if  the  fortune  of  war  should  decide 
against  them,  a  defeat  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Itome 
would  be  more  ruinous  to  their  authority  over  their  allies 
and  subjects  than  a  disaster  at  a  distance.  Now,  bjs  the 
flower  of  the  Boman  army  was  far  away  with  the  consuls 
in  Apulia,  the  dictator  Q.  Fabius  had  only  a  reserve 
army  to  oppose  to  the  sudden  advance  of  the  Samnites. 
Livy  has  given  himself  much  trouble  to  place  the  cam- 
paign of  Fabius  in  the  most  favourable  light.  He  makes 
Fabius  twice  defeat  the  Samnites,*  but  what  was  the 
principal  event  of  the  campaign  he  cannot  conceal,  and, 
even  if  we  had  not  the  testimony  of  Diodorus,*  it  would 
be  clear  from  Livy  himself  that  the  Bomans  suffered  a 
signal  defeat  at  Lautulse.' 

*  Livy,  ix.  22,  23.  •  Diodorus,  xix.  72. 

'  It  is  worth  while  to  examine  loore  accurately  the  Btatementa  which  hare 
reference  to  the  battle  of  Lautulse,  as  they  are  characteristic  of  the  mendacious 
partiality  of  the  Eoman  writers  and  of  Livy  in  particular.  When  the  Romans, 
says  Livy  (ix.  23),  were  on  their  march  from  Apulia  and  Samnium  to  the 
revolted  Sora,  they  were  closely  followed  by  the  Samnites.  Fabius  now  turned 
against  them  ('  obviam  itum  hosti '),  and  an  indecisive  battle  was  fought  at 
Lantul8B('ad  Lautulas  ancipiti  prcelio  dimicatum  est;  non  caedes,  noa  fnga 
alterius  partis,  sed  nox  incertos,  victi  victoresne  essent,  diremit').  On  this 
narrative  we  have  to  remark : — 1 .  The  army  of  the  dictator  Fabius,  which 
fought  the  battle  of  Lautulie,  had  not  been  in  Apulia  or  Saroninm,  but,  accord- 
ing to  Livy  himself  (ix.  22),  in  Campania,  where  it  had  taken  Saticnla  and 
defeated  the  Samnites.  2.  The  road  from  Apulia  or  Samnium  to  Sora  did  not 
pass  by  Lautulie,  nor  near  it  3.  If,  after  ä  battle  near  Saticula,  Fabius 
marched  in  the  direction  of  Lautulse,  he  must  have  lost^  not  won,  the  battle, 
for  LautulsB  lay  on  the  straight  road  to  Home.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
issue  of  the  battle  of  Saticula,  it  is  certain  that  the  battle  of  Lantnlae  was  not 
nndecided,  as  Livy  says,  but  a  great  victory  of  the  Samnites.  This  is  the 
unvarnished  statement  of  Diodorus  (xix.  72),  and  though  Livy  wishes  to  deny 
it,  he  confesses  that  some  writers  admitted  a  Roman  defeat  (ix.  23 :  '  Invenio 
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Tet  the  victory  of  the  Samnites  does  not  seem  to  have     CHAP. 
Lad  the  important  results  which  might  naturally  have  been 
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expected,  considering  the  situation  of  Lautulse  in  the  nar- 
rowest place  of  the  only  road  to  Campania  which  was  open  ^  . 
to  the  Eomans  after  the  loss  of  Pregellce.  If  the  Samnites  of  the 
had  profited  by  their  victory,  Campania  would  have  been  ^^^^^ 
lost  to  the  Bomans,  and  Latium  most  seriously  threatened.  Lautul». 
But  although  everything  looked  favourable  for  the  Sam- 
nites, although  several  towns  dependent  oh  Eome  openly 
rebelled  or  inclined  to  rebellion,  we  still  see  that,  directly 
after  the  battle  of  Lautulse,  the  war  took  a  turn  so  favour- 
able for  Bome  that  from  this  time  forward  her  superiority 
becomes  more  and  more  evident.  Whether  it  was  only 
want  of  ability  in  the  Samnite  generals  which  hindered 
them  from  advancing  after  Lautulse,  or  whether  the  two 
consuls  of  the  year  315  b.c.,  Papirius  and  Publilius — who, 
as  we  supposed,  conducted  the  war  in  Apulia  and  regained 
Luceria — compelled  the  Samnites  to  return  for  the  defence 
of  their  own  country,  must  remain  undecided.  At  any 
rate  the  period  now  following  is  marked  by  a  series  of 
successes,  for  Eome,  which  above  all  things  fully  secured  to 
them  the  possession  of  Campania. 

First  of  all,  the  threatened  rebellion  of  Capua  was  Threa- 
averted  by  energetic  measures.     Since  the  time  when  *®?fy. 
Capua,  in  the  first  Samnite  war,  had  joined  Some  under  in  Capxui. 
the  influence  of  the  nobility,  it  had  enjoyed  entire  self- 
government  for  internal  affairs.      A  great  ntunber    of 
Komans  had   settled   in    many   districts    of   Campania, 
especially  in  Capua.     The  nobles  of  Capua  had  received 
the  right  of  Boman  citizenship.     The  number  of  Boman 
citizens  was  so  large  that  from  the  year  318  b.o.  a  prefect 
was  sent  from  Bome  to   administer  Boman  law  in  that 
place.    Whether  the  mass  of  the  people  in  Capua  felt 
comfortable  under  the  new  system,  we  may  reasonably 
doubt.     Their  burthens  had  no  doubt  very  much  increased, 

apud  quoBdam  advArsam  earn  pugnam  Romanis  fuiBse')  and  in  the  course  of 
his  narrative  he  proceeds  upon  the  assumption  that  the  battle  was  unfavour- 
able to  Bome  (see  especially,  iz.  23,  26). 
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indemnified  the  nobUity  of  Capua  for  its  loss  by  com- 
manding that  each  of  the  1,600  knights  should  receive 
an  annual  payment  of  450  denarii  from  the  public 
treasury.  By  this  measure  the  nobility  of  Capua  were 
firmly  united  to  the  Eoman  interests,  and  the  hopes  of  the 
oppressed  nation  would  of  necessity  turn  from  Bome  to 
the  Samnites.  It  is  not  necessary  to  assume  an  ex- 
ceptional oppression  of  the  Capuans  by  the  Eoman  officers 
or  settlers  in  order  to  understand  that  every  military 
success  of  the  Samnites  must  have  endangered  the  pos- 
session of  Capua. 
Suppres-  On  the  intelligence  of  the  agitation  prevailing  in  Capua,* 
conspiracy,  and  of  the  Contemplated  rebellion,  a  dictator  was  imme- 
314 B.c.  diately  named  to  conduct  the  inquiry  into  tie  intended 
treason,  whereupon  the  two  heads  of  the  conspiracy  Ovius 
and  Novius  Calavius  committed  suicide.  The  case  of  the 
malcontents  was  therefore  hopeless  and  the  conspiracy  was 
crushed.  But  the  inquiry  continued  notwithstanding,  and 
it  appeared  that  Roman  citizens,  and  even  some  of  the  first 
men  of  the  republic,  were  implicated.  It  is  clear  that 
these  men  could  not  be  charged  with  the  design  of  trying 
to  deliver  Capua  over  to  the  enemies  of  the  republic.  No 
Boman  could  be  capable  of  such  treason  to  his  country. 
It  seems  that  the  intended  rebellion  of  Capua  led  to  accu- 
sations and  recriminations  among  the  old  patrician  and 
the  new  plebeian  nobles,  each  party  charging  the  other 
with  having  caused  the  danger  of  a  revolt  in  Capua.  Such 
disputes  arise  wherever  strong  political  parties  differ  about 
the  government  of  dependent  countries.  If  we  remember 
how  opposed  the  two  great  parties  in  England  always  were 
on  such  questions  as  the  treatment  of  Ireland  or  the 
American  plantations,  we  can  easily  understand  that 
something  similar  might  happen  in  Eome  with  regard  to 
Capua.'  The  accounts  are  unfortunately  very  imperfect, 
but  only  intelligible  in  the  light  here  indicated.     The 

-  »  Livy,  ix.  26. 
•  According  to  Livy  (ix.  26)  charges  were  brought  against  indiWduals  for 
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inquiry  led    to  nothing.      After  the   danger  had  been     CHAP, 
removed  by  the  suicide  of  the  two  Capuan  patriots,  the 


two  parties  of  the  Eoman  nobility  indulged  in  mutual  ^^^^^* 
accusations.  The  old  nobility  proceeded  from  the  defence 
to  the  attack.  Even  the  dictator,  C.  Maenius,  who  had  been 
named  to  conduct  the  inquiry,  was  obliged  to  clear  himself 
of  charges  brought  against  him ;  Publilius  Philo,  no  doubt 
the  first  man  of  the  liberal  party,  was  in  the  same  situation. 
But,  as  a  really  treasonable  act  could  not  be  proved  against 
any  one,  the  inquiry  was  by  degrees  dropped,  especially  as 
it  had  lost  its  immediate  importance  by  the  restoration  of 
Soman  supremacy  in  Capua. 

The  rapid  suppression  of  the  intended  revolt  in  Capua  General 
was  rendered  possible  by  the  great  energy  with  which  in  »»«»»acre 
the  meantime  the  Bomans  had  acted  elsewhere.*  While  Ausoniana, 
Capua  was  wavering  in  its  fidelity,  other  dependent  towns  ^^*  ^'^' 
had  shown  a  leaning  towards  the  Samnite  cause.     In  the 
lower  valley  of  the   Liris,  in  that  district   which  forms 
the    connecting    link    between    Campania    proper    and 
Latium,  there  dwelt  a  tribe  of  the  Volscians,  the  Ausonians 
or  Auruncans.  The  towns  of  Ausona,  MintumaB,  and  Vescia 
seemed  inclined  to  maintain  their  independence  and  neu- 
trality.    By  a  conspiracy  of  the  aristocratic  party,'  these 
towns  were  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the  Bomans,  and 
fearfully  punished  for  having  dared  to  waver  in  their 
allegiance  to  Bome.     The  inhabitants  were  all  massacred, 
and,  as  Livy  says,  the  race  of  the  Ausonians  exterminated.' 
It  was  a  warning  to  all  the  subject  and  allied  towns  of 

<  coitiones  bonomm  adipigcendoniin  causa  factas/  i  e.  ccnnbixiations  for  infln- 
enciDg  the  elections.  What  such  electioneering  tricks  had  to  do  with  the  dis- 
content or  the  rebellion  of  the  people  of  Capua  is  not  apparent  at  first  sight. 
Perhaps  the  liberal  party  promised  to  the  Capuans  who  were  Koman  citizens 
and,  either  as  voters  or  otherwise»  had  influence  in  Bome,  to  redress  their 
grievances,  if  they  would  support  certain  candidates.  We  know,  however,  too 
little  of  the  whole  transaction  to  be  able  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion. 
»  Livy,  ix.  27. 

*  Livy,  ix.  25  :  '  Principes  iuventutis  duodecim  numero  in  proditionem  vrbium 
snamm  coninrati  ad  consules  veniunt.' 

*  Livy,  ix.  25  :  '  NuUus  modus  csedibns  fuit  deletaqne  Ausonum  geüB  vix 
certo  defectionis  crimine  perindd  ac  si  Inteniecivo  bello  certasset.' 
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BOOK     what  they  had  to  expect  if  they  should  allow  their  fidelity 
s-   /-x  to  be  even  suspected. 

^^Bc ^*  About  the  same  time,  or  shortly  before,  the  colony 
of  Sora  likewise  fell  into  the  power  of  the  Eomans. 
of  Son  The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  had  betrayed  the 
RtLell«  I^i^fl'^  colonists  to  the  Samnites,  now  underwent  their 
punishment.  They  were  led  to  Bome,  scourged  and 
beheaded  in  the  Forum,  as  Livy^  says,  to  the  great 
delight  of  the  people,  to  whom  it  was  very  important 
that  Boman  citizens  sent  out  as  colonists  should  be  safe. 
More  important  than  the  recoyeiy  of  Sora  was  that  of 
FregellsB,'  which  commanded  the  upper  line  of  road,  the 
Via  Latina,  from  Bome  to  Campania.  Thus,  in  spite  of 
the  defeat  at  Lautulse,  the  communication  with  Campania 
was  perfectly  restored,  and  several  places,  such  as  Atina 
and  Calatia,  which  had  been  lost  after  the  Caudine  disaster, 
were  now  recovered.  The  important  town  of  Nola  was 
also  taken.'  The  whole  of  Campania  was  now  again  in 
the  possession  of  the  Bomans,  and,  in  order  to  secure  this 
possession  for  the  future,  colonies  were  established  in 
several  places.  The  colony  of  Cales,  not  far  from  Capua, 
had  in  all  storms  and  dangers  proved  itself  a  mainstay  of 
the  Boman  power  in  Campania,  and  had  contributed  a 
great  deal  to  limit  the  successes  of  the  Samnites,  and  to 
render  possible  the  recovery  of  what  had  been  lost.  Bome 
now  strengthened  her  position  in  those  parts  by  colonies 
in  Suessa  Aurunca,  in  Saticula,  and  Interamna.  Even  a 
maritime  colony  was  established  on  one  of  the  islands  of 
Pontile  ^  intended  to  protect  the  Latin  and  Campanian 
coasts.  Two  years  later  the  first  appointment  was  made 
of  two  commanders  of  the  fleet  {dtuumviri  navales),  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  Bomans  now  proposed  to  extend 
their  dominion  also  over  the  waters  of  the  Tyrrhenian 
Sea. 

*  •  Livy,  ix.  24.  •  Liry,  ix.  28. 

'  Livy  (ix.   28)  cannot  decide  whether  Nola  was  taken  by  the  dictator 
F<Bteliu6  or  the  consul  Junins. 

*  Liv.  ibid.    Niebuhr,  Barn.  Gesck,,  iii.  278 ;  English  translation,  iii.  238. 
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Eome  displayed  equal  energy  on  the  eastern  theatre  of    CHAP. 

war  in  Apulia,    After  Luceria  had  been  taken,  a  colony  > ^ — ^ 

or  rather  garrison  of  2,500  men  was  sent  thither.     Thus    ^^^^^^ 
the  Samnites  were  on  each  side  more  and  more  hemmed  „   ^ 

Contrast 

in  by  Boman  colonies.  These  colonies  marked  the  growth  between 
of  Eoman  dominion,  as  the  rings  mark  the  annual  growth  ^J|^^"*^ 
of  a  tree.  The  colonies  of  the  Greeks  arose  accidentally,  colonisa- 
without  a  certain  plan  and  object,  generally  in  consequence 
of  civil  disputes  or  under  the  pressure  of  distress.  As  soon 
as  they  were  established,  they  formed  themselves  into 
independent  communities.  The  Eoman  colonies  remained, 
like  the  children  of  the  family,  under  the  paternal  power, 
and,  in  the  first  place,  served  not  their  own  interests, 
but  the  interests  of  the  parent  state,  of  which  they  were 
and  remained  members.  Their  principal  object  was  the 
establishment  of  Eoman  power.  Every  colony  was  a 
fortress  intended  to  protect  the  boundary  and  to  keep 
subjects  in  their  allegiance  to  Eome.  Their  establishment 
therefore  was  not  left  to  chance  or  to  the  free  decision  of 
individuals.  It  was  determined  by  decree  of  the  senate 
and  by  a  vote  of  the  people,  when  and  where  a  colony 
should  be  sent  out,  what  amount  of  territory  should  be 
devoted  to  it,  and  how  many  colonists  should  be  dispatched. 
The  participation  in  such  an  expedition  was  therefore  by 
no  means  always  a  coveted  advantage,  but  in  many 
instances  a  burthensome  and  dangerous  service  rendered 
by  the  citizen  to  the  state.  For  the  colonists  marched  out 
as  a  garrison  into  a  conquered  town,  and  found  themselves 
mostly  in  the  midst  of  a  hostile  population,  exposed  to  the 
first  attacks  of  every  enemy.  The  reward  for  this  trouble- 
some service  was  very  sparing,  and,  even  in  the  times  of 
the  ancient  simplicity,  but  few  men  could  be  tempted  to 
join  voluntarily  in  the  establishment  of  a  colony.  The  lands 
which  were  taken  from  the  conquered  inhabitants  of  a 
colony  were  parcelled  out  in  lots  of  a  few  jugera  to  the 
Eoman  colonists.  This  pittance,  and  the  right  of  using 
the  common  pasture,  was  all  for  which  the  Eoman  settler 
left  his  country  with  his  family  and  devoted  himself  to 
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life-long  military  service.  For  he  was  obliged  not  only  to 
defend  the  new  colony,  but  he  was  also  obliged  to  serve  in 
the  Roman  army.  He  retained  the  full  Boman  franchise, 
if  he  went  out  as  a  member  of  a  regular  colony  of  Boman 
citizens  {colonia  civium  Romanorum),  which  after  the  war 
with  the  Latins  were  limited  to  maritime  towns,  or  he 
became  a  Latin  by  joining  in  a  Latin  colony.  It  was 
chiefly  by  these  that  Bome  secured  her  dominion  in  Italy. 
In  the  wars  of  Hannibal  there  existed  thirty  Latin 
colonies,  twelve  of  which  began  to  waver  in  their  fidelity, 
driven  to  despair  by  the  burdens  and  losses  of  the  war.  In 
the  second  Samnite  war  the  colonising  policy  of  the 
Bomans  was  first  pursued  with  great  energy,  and  to  this  in  a 
great  measure  they  owed  the  durability  of  their  conquests. 
In  the  art  of  siege  the  Samnites  were  not  more  advanced 
than  the  Bomans.  A  fortified  place,  which  was  not  taken 
by  surprise  or  by  treason,  could  baffle  the  efforts  of  the 
largest  army ;  the  chain  of  colonies  therefore  which  was 
drawn  around  Latium,  Campania,  and  Apulia  made  it 
possible  for  the  Bomans  to  confine  themselves  at  any  time 
to  the  defensive,  and  either  to  prosecute  the  war  ener- 
getically or  to  make  a  pause,  as  they  pleased.  They  did 
not  yet  aim  at  the  conquest  of  Samnium.  The  prize  in 
the  second  Samnite  war  was  Campania,  as  in  the  first 
Punic  war  it  was  Sicily.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  posses- 
sion of  Campania  seemed  secure,  the  war  had  no  further 
object,  and  Borne  could  occupy  herself  with  further  plans 
for  the  extension  of  her  dominion. 

During  all  the  long  years  of  their  wars  with  the  Latins 
and  the  Samnites,  the  Bomans  had  remained  unmolested 
by  the  Etruscans.  Sutrium  and  Nepete,  the  two  border 
towns,  colonised  and  fortified  after  the  conquest  of  the 
territory  of  Veii,  covered  the  frontier  as  far  as  the  Cimi- 
nian  mountains.  Crore  and  Falerii,  lying  south  of  this 
frontier  wall,  could  not  maintain  their  freedom  after  the 
fall  of  Veii,  and  soon  became  dependent  on  Bome.  The 
towns  of  central  and  northern  Etruria  seem  to  have 
enjoyed  comparative  peace  and  prosperity,  even  after 
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the  splendour  and  strength  of  the  nation  had  declined, 
and  it  had  been  compelled  to  yield  on  every  side  to  the 
encroachments  of  foreign  powers.  Still  Etruria  proper  was 
of  all  the  districts  of  Italy  the  richest  in  large,  flourish- 
ing, industrious  towns,  among  which  Volsinii,  Arretium, 
Perusia,  and  Cortona  were  conspicuous.  But  these  sepa- 
rate states,  although,  as  it  is  reported,  enjoying  a  federal 
union,  seem  never  to  have  united  for  vigorous  common 
action.  Special  leagues  were  formed  among  single  towns 
for  special  purposes,  but  the  strength  of  the  whole  nation 
was  never  combined  to  ward  off  a  common  danger. 

A  peace  of  forty  years  had  been  concluded  in  the  year  Renewal 
351  B.C.  between  Bome  and  Tarquinii.     With  surprising  ^  ^^ 
conscientiousness  this  peace  seems  to  have  been  observed  the 
on  both  sides.     The  greatest  dangers  and  troubles  which  ^""^" 
Home  passed  through  at  the  time  of  the  revolt  of  the  Etruscans, 
Latins,  and  after  the  catastrophe  of  Caudium,  were  no 
inducement  to  the  Etruscans  to  renew  the  war.     Only 
towards  the  time  when  the  forty  years'  peace  was  drawing 
to  a  close,  there  appear  traces  of  renewed  hostilities,  and 
in  the  year  311  b.o.  the  war  really  breaks  out.     The  cause 
of  this  is,  as  usual  with  Boman  writers,  put  down  to  the 
fault  of  the  Etruscans ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that,  if 
they  had  wished  for  war,  they  would  have  waited  for  the 
time  when  the  Eomans  could  oppose  them  vigorously.  The 
war  turned  on  the  possession  of  the  colony  of  Sutrium. 
All  the  towns  of  Etruria,  with  the  exception  of  Arretium, 
had,  it  is  reported,^  united   to  attack   this  strong  fort, 
established  for  the  defence   of   the    Boman   boundary. 
A  Boman  army  that  had  marched  out  under  the  consul 
-3Emilius  Barbula,  to  deliver  Sutrium,  suffered  a  reverse.* 

>  Livy,  ix.  32.  Livy*8  expression  is  exaggerated  in  the  usual  manner  (see 
above,  p.  98,  note  2),  for  when  peace  was  concluded,  only  the  towns  of  Perusia, 
Cortona,  and  Arretium  are  mentioned  (Livy,  ix,  37  ;  Biodorus,  xx.  36). 

'  Livy  (ix.  32)  takes  great  pains  to  conceal  the  losses  of  the  Romans  and  to 
give  a  favourable  colouring  to  the  engagement.  Nevertheless  it  is  not  difficult 
to  see  that  in  reality  the  Romans  were  worsted.  This  appears,  moreover,  as 
Kit'buhr  (Bom,  Cfesch.,  iii.  326 ;  English  translation,  iii.  278)  justly  remarks, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  next  campaign  was  opened. 
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BOOK     It  was  now  evident  that  the  Etruscan  war  must  be  carried 

> r^ — '  on  with  all  possible  energy,  as  it  was  not  likely  that  the 

^^Bc^*    Samnites  would  fail  to  make   use  of  the  opportunity 

which  the  division  of  the  Roman  forces  offered  to  them. 
Annals  of        Livy's  account  of  the  Etruscan  wars  is  one  of  the  most 
honM*^*"*  striking  illustrations  of  the  manner  in  which  the  simple 
and  meagre  traditions  of  the  earlier  period  were  worked  up 
by  successive  writers  into  long  narratives,  full  of  rhetorical 
ornament,  audacious  fiction,  repetitions  and  exaggerations. 
"We  are  able,  from  internal  evidence,  to  declare  that  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  vaunted  exploits  of  Q.  Fabius 
Maximus  is  an  invention  or  an  agglomeration  of  succes- 
sive inventions,  derived  probably  from  the  family  tradi- 
tions of  the  Fabian  house.      The  Fabians  seem,  on  the 
whole,  to  have  made  free  use  of  the  several  Etruscan  wars 
for  the  glorification  of  their  family.  The  Fabian  settlement 
on  the  Cremera  in  the  year  479  b.c.  is  represented  as  an 
heroic  deed  undertaken  by  this  family  alone  for  the  whole 
Boman  nation.*    A  suspicious  similarity  appears  between 
the  massacre  of  the  three  hundred  and  six  Fabians  on  the 
Cremera  and  the  story  of  the  consulship  of  C.  Fabius  in 
the  year  358  b.c.,  when  three  hundred  and  seven  Bomans 
were   made    prisoners    by   the    Tarquinians   and    slain.' 
Two  years  later  a  Fabius,  the  consul  M.  Fabius  Ambustus, 
avenged  this  disgrace  by  a  brilliant  victory  over  the  Tar- 
quinians and  Faliscans,on  which  occasion  the  fanciful  story 
makes  the  Etruscan  priests  rush  into  battle  armed  with 
torches   and  snakes,   to  inspire   their  countrymen   with 
courage. 
Stoi^  of  Many  of  these  stories   of  the  Fabian  annals  contain 

andXe       elements  for  a  poetical  treatment  of  history,  such  as  was 
Ciminian     undertaken   at  a  later  period  by  Ncevius  and   Ennius. 
More  especially  do  we  recognise  these  features  in  all  that 
is  related  of  the  deeds  of  Q.  Fabius  Maximus.     He  defeats 
the  Etruscans,  who  besiege  Sutrium,  in  a  great  battle,  takes 

'  lAvjf  ii.  48  :  '  Velut  familiäre  bellum  Fabiorom.' 
*  See  above,  pp.  173,  298. 
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tliirt  j-eight  standards  from  them,  and  captures  their  camp. 
!He  then  pursues  them  across  the  Ciminian  mountains  into 
central  Etruria.^  The  Ciminian  mountains,  a  line  of  hills 
of  moderate  elevation,  now  called  the  mountains  of  Viterbo, 
formed  the  northern  frontier  of  Eoman  Etruria.  They  are 
represented  as  a  terrible  pathless  wilderness,  through  which 
even  merchants  never  attempted  to  pass.'  When  the  senate 
liears  of  the  intention  of  Fabius  to  venture  with  his  army  * 
into  these  mountains,  they  are  thrown  into  consternation, 
and  immediately  dispatch  messengers  to  the  consul  to 
dissuade  him  from  so  dangerous  an  undertaking.  But  it 
is  too  late.  Fabius  has  already  crossed  the  mountains 
when  the  ambassadors  arrive.  He  was  pursuing  the 
defeated  Etruscans,  having  sent  his  baggage  on  before  him 
secretly  by  night,  and  followed  with  the  legions,  bringing 
up  the  rear  with  his  horse.*  Thus,  early  on  the  second 
morning  he  reached  the  ridge  of  the  mountains  where  the 
luxuriant  plains  of  central  Etruria  lay  stretched  before  his 
eyes.  But  Fabius  had  not  entered  on  this  hazardous  en« 
terprise  without  preparations  before  he  started.  He  had 
sent  his  brother  to  explore  the  country.  This  brother  had 
been  brought  up  in  Csere,  and  understood  the  language  of 
the  Etruscans.  A  slave,  who,  as  foster  brother,  had  been 
educated  with  him,  accompanied  him.  Disguised  as 
shepherds,  the  two  spies  threaded  their  way  across  the 
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*  Liry,  ix.  36. 

*  Livy,  ix.  36 :  '  Silva  erat  Ciminia  magis  turn  invia  atque  horrenda,  quam 
nuper  fuere  Germanici  saltus,  null!  ad  earn  diem  ne  mercatorum  quidem  adita.' 

'  If  the  Ciminian  range  was  so  impassable,  how  did  Livy  and  his  informants 
fancy  that  the  Etruscans  of  Tarquinii  reached  Sutrium  ? — See  Niebahr,"i?öm. 
Gesch.,  iii.  327  ;  English  translation,  iii.  27Ö. 

*  The  absurdity  and  self-contradiction  of  this  narrative  are  so  striking  that  we 
wonder  how  they  escaped  Livy.  He  had  said  (chap,  zxxv.)  that  the  Etruscans 
were  defeated  and  retired  into  the  Ciminian  mountains.  Now  he  relates  that 
Fabius  left  them  behind  when  he  marched  across  the  mountains,  and  he  left 
them  behind,  not  as  a  beaten  and  discomfited  army,  but  in  such  a  condition 
that  he  found  it  necessary  to  deceive  them  as  to  his  movements,  by  keeping  his 
cavalry  in  his  rear  and  mnking  them  believe  that  he  was  going  to  remain  in 
his  camp.  Besides,  the  description  of  the  pathless  Ciminian  mountains  is 
hardly  in  keeping  with  the  dispatch  of  the  heavy  baggage  in  advance  of  the 
anny.— See  Niebuhr,  Rom,  Gesohlt  iii.  327 ;  English  translation,  iii.  279, 

VOL.  I.  E  B 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


418 


ROMAN  HISTORY. 


BOOK 

m. 

826-304 
B.c. 


Fabiufl  and 

PapiriuB 

Cursor. 


patUess  monntains,  carefollj  confining  their  qnestions  to 
what  was  most  necessary,  so  that  they  might  not  betraf 
themselves  as  foreigners ;  but  they  found  that  they  were 
bardly  suspected,  as  no  one  could  conceive  it  possible  that 
a  stranger  would  venture  through  the  Ciminian  forest 
They  penetrated  as  far  as  XJmbria  where  the  Camertined 
declared  themselves  ready  to  receive  the  Boman  army  as 
friends,  if  it  came  into  their  neighbourhood.  After 
Fabius  had  crossed  the  mountains  with  his  army,  be  laid 
waste  and  plundered  the  rich  country  round  about.  The 
consequence  was  that  'an  Etruscan  army  larger  than 
ever  before'  assembled  near  Sutrium,  was  surprised  bj 
the  Bomans,  and  defeated  with  a  loss  of  60,000  men. 
How  in  the  end  Fabius  appears  again  before  Sutrium, 
south  of  the  Ciminian  forest,  remains  a  mystery.  What 
could  have  been  the  use  of  his  celebrated  march  into  the 
interior  of  Etruria  if  be  had  not  even  drawn  away  the 
enemy  from  the  siege  of  Sutrium  9  What  is  improbable 
in  this  representation  is  avoided  in  other  annaJs,*  which,  as 
Livy  reports,  placed  the  victory  of  Fabius,  not  near  Sutrium, 
but  north  of  the  Ciminian  forest,  at  Perusia.  The  victoiy 
was  decisive,  as  Livy  imagines,  wherever  it  may  have  been 
won,  for  it  induced  the  towns  of  Perusia,  Cortona^  and 
Arretium  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Borne  for 
thirty  years.* 

The  greatness  of  Q.  Fabius  is  not  displayed  in  his 
military  exploits  only.  To  the  victory  over  his  enemies 
he  added  the  yet  more  glorious  victory  over  himself. 
While  he  was  overthrowing  the  Etruscans,  his  colleague 
Marcius  was  hard  pressed  by  the  Samnites.  A  second 
disaster  like  that  at  Caudium  seemed  impending.  Onlj 
a  dictator  could  inspire  new  hopes,  and  one  man  only,  the 
old  and  tried  Papirius  Cursor,  was  worthy  of  the  general 
confidence.  But  by  which  consul  should  Papirius  be 
appointed  dictator  ?     Marcius  was    surrounded  by  his 

'  Also  Diodorus,  zz.  86. 

*  Another  contradiction,  as  Arretium  (Livy,  xx  32)  had  not  joined  the 
Etnucan  leagne  against  Rome. 
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enemies,  wounded,  perlnaps  dead,  and  the  other  consul  was     CHAP. 
Fabius  Maximas,  the  irreconcilable  enemy  of  Papirins,  who,        ^' 


in  his  dictatorship,  had,  from  jealonsj  and  envy,  sought  826-304 
his  life,  under  the  pretext  of  vindicating  military  discipline, 
and  had  with  difficulty  been  prevented  from  shedding  the 
blood  of  his  rival.  In  spite  of  this,  the  senate  sent  mes- 
sengers to  Fabius  with  the  request  that  by  virtue  of  his  office 
he  should  appoint  Papirius  Cursor  as  dictator.  Silently  and 
with  gloomy  looks  Fabius  listened  to  the  embassy.  The 
hatred  of  his  enemy  was  struggling  in  him  against  the 
love  of  his  country.  But  in  the  stUlness  of  the  night  he 
rose,  as  was  customary  on  the  appointment  of  a  dictator, 
and  conferred  on  his  worst  enemy,  Papirius  Cursor,  the 
highest  office  of  the  state,  making  himself  thereby  his 
subordinate.  Then,  without  adding  one  word,  he  dismissed 
the  ambassadors,  unmoved  by  their  praises  or  their  thanks 
for  the  sacrifice  he  had  made  of  his  private  feelings. 

The  campaign  of  Papirius  Cursor  against  the  Samnites  Trhimphs 
was  the  last  led  by  the  old  hero.     He  took  the  command  of  ^a*"^'""^ 
the  army  which  had  been  formed  for  the  defence  of  the  ^ai^ius. 
city  when  the  march  of  Fabius  into  the  interior  of  Etruria 
had  terrified  the  senate.     With  this  army  he  delivered 
the  consul  Marcius  from  his  dangerous  situation,  and  de- 
feated the  Samnites  in  a  great  battle.     He  celebrated  a 
splendid  triumph.     It  was  remembered  that  a  number  of 
gut  and  silver  shields,  which  in  later  times  decorated  the 
Boman  Forum  on  festive  occasions,  were  first  seen  in  Borne 
in  the  triumphal  procession  of  Papirius,  who  had  taken 
them  as  spoils  of  war  from  a  chosen  band  of  the  Samnites. 

But  the  triumph  which  Q.  Fabius  celebrated  was  still  more 
brilliant '  and  more  highly  deserved.  His  campaigns  had 
been  one  unbroken  success.  After  his  victory  at  Sutrium 
he  defeated  the  Umbrians;  then  he  gained  a  glorious 
triamph  at  the  Yadimonian  Lake  over  an  army  of  Etruscans 
'  such  as  had  never  before  been  opposed  to  the  Bomans ;'  ^ 

*  Liry,  ix.  40 :  '  PrsMtantiore  quam  dictator  victoria  triamphans.* 

*  Livy,  ix.  39 :  'Ad  Vadimonis  lactim  Etrusci  quantis  numqaam  alias  ante 
simul  copÜB  simul  animis  dimicaront.'    This  assertion  sounds  strange  after  the 
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and  lastly,  Livy  mentions  another  victory  of  Fabins  a: 
Perusia.  The  town  receives  a  Soman  garrison,  and  a  truce 
is  magnanimously  granted  to  the  Etruscans  by  the  senate. 
This  terminates  the  Etruscan  war,  which  is  in  reality  onlj 
a  series  of  heroic  deeds  done  by  Pabius,  In  the  following 
year  peace  is  concluded  for  forty  years.  The  result  is  that 
all  remains  as  it  was  before.  The  Boman  dominion  is  not 
extended,  no  new  colony  established  in  Etruria,  no  Utrusoan 
town  becomes  dependent  on  Eome.  Thus  all  the  great 
victories  of  Pabius  Maximus,  if  measured  by  this  result, 
dwindle  down  to  a  successful  predatory  invasion  of  Etruria 
which  sufficed  to  make  the  Etruscans  desist  fix>m  all 
further  molestation  of  the  Boman  frontier  districts.* 

Where  the  principal  parts  of  history  are  so  much  dis- 
torted and  uncertain,  we  cannot  expect  to  find  chronok»- 
gical  accuracy.  Our  authorities  are  not  agreed  whether 
the  dictatorship  of  Papirius  Cursor  fell  in  the  consul- 
ship of  Q.  Pabius,  310  b.c.,  or  whether  (which  woulu 
be  very  surprising)  it  filled  the  year  after  the  expiration  of 
the  consulship  of  Pabius  and  Marcius,  i.e.  the  year  309  b.c. 
In  the  latter  case,  which  is  supported  by  the  Capitoline 
Pasti,  Pabius  would  have  fought  his  three  last  battles,  that 
with  the  Umbrians  and  the  two  on  the  Vadimonian  Lake 
and  at  Perusia,  with  the  Etruscans,  as  proconsul ;  in  the 
former,  which  Livy  seems  more  inclined  to  adopt,  the 
march  of  Pabius  over  the  Ciminian  mountains,  his  in- 
vasion of  Etruria,  the  conclusion  of  the  forty  years'  truce 
with  the  Etruscan  towns,  the  breach  of  the  truce,  and  the 
renewed  war  and  second  conquest — in  short,  the  five 
or  six  battles — would  all  have  taken  place  in  one  year 
together  with  the  triumph  of  Pabius.  This  is  rather 
too  great  a  tax  on  our  powers  of  belief.     The    sheer 

report  (Livy,  ix.  37)  that  the  tliree  principal  Etruscan  towns,  Perasia,  CortoEs. 
and  Arretium,  had  just  made  peace  with  Borne.  There  is  not  eyen  method  in 
the  lies  invented  by  the  patriotic  writers. 

'  The  account  of  Biodorus  (xx.  36)  is  much  simpler  than  that  of  Livy.  H'- 
records  only  two  victories  won  by  Fabius,  one  at  Sutrium  and  another  at  Perosü. 
The  author  whom  he  followed  was  evidently  more  moderate  in  his  inventiu:;« 
than  his  successors. 
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mpossibility  of  compressing  into  so  short  a  time  such     CHAP, 
b  succession  of  exploits  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  we 


lave  here  come  upon  a  set  of  the  most  impudent  and  ^^^^^^^ 
bolish  fictions,  which  had,  indeed,  a  substratum  of  truth, 
ynt  a  very  moderate  one,  compared  with  the  superstruc- 
ture. One  thing  is  satisfactory — ^that  the  materials  we 
possess  enable  us  to  throw  overboard  the  useless  mass,  and 
bhat  something  remains  that  seems  tolerably  trustworthy. 

A  contrast  to  the  spurious  history  of  the  exploits  of  First  men- 
Q.  Fabius  Maximus  in  Etruria  is  furnished  by  a  simple  ^^^^u^ 
account  of  an  episode  in  the  great  war,  which,  though  an  fleet. 
incident  of  no  great  importance,  and  involving  no  great 
results,  is  interesting  to  us  on  more  than  one  account.  There 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  its  truth,  and  it  throws  a  striking 
light  on  the  manner  in  which  the  war  was  carried  on,  while 
it  is  also  the  first  occasion  on  which  we  hear  of  a  Soman 
fleet.  We  should  lite  very  much  to  know  how  it  happened 
that  this  genuine  fragment  of  history  was  preserved  in  the 
great  mass  of  worthless  declamation  and  fiction.  It  has  re- 
ference to  the  town  of  Pompeii,  and  we  may  perhaps  venture 
to  think  that  the  same  town  which  in  our  own  days  is 
surrendering  vast  treasures  of  the  most  genuine  relics  of 
antiquity,  held  in  safe  keeping  for  eighteen  centuries,  did 
preserve  the  authentic  memory  of  this  incident,  and  handed 
it  down  to  be  incorporated  by  the  annalists  into  the  history 
of  Rome.      Till  now  a  Eoman  fleet  has  not  been  men- 
tioned.    K  we  did  not  know  that  Some,  from  the  year  338 
B.C.,  was  in  possession  of  the  old  Yolscian  port  of  Antium, 
that  in  the  year  313  b.c.  a  Boman  colony  was  established 
on  the  island  of  Pontia,  and  that  since  311  b.c.  the  office 
of  admiral  of  the  fleet  *  had  existed,  we  might  suppose  that 
the  Bomans  had  not  yet  ventured  on  the  sea.     But  now 
^ve  are  told  ^  that  the  Boman  fleet  sailed  to  Campania, 
under  the  command  of  P.   Cornelius,  and    approached 
Pompeii.      The  crew  landed,  plundered  the  territory  of 
Nuceria,  and  were  returning  to  their  ships,  laden  with 

*  DuumTiri  narales.  «  livy,  ix.  38. 
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spoil,  when  they  were  overtaken  by  the  country  peopk. 
not  fJEiT  from  their  ships,  and  deprived  of  their  booty.  Some 
were  killed;  the  rest  escaped  on  board  their  vessels. 
This  predatoiy  expedition  was  sorely  not  the  onlj  one 
undertaken  by  the  Roman  fleet,  and  the  Samnites^  we  maj 
suppose,  or  their  allies,  retaliated  by  similar  attacks  on  the 
coasts  of  Latium  and  Campania.  The  war  was  not  there- 
fore carried  on  exclusively  in  the  grand  and  legitimate 
style,  by  armies  marching  to  meet  armies  in  the  field,  or 
to  conquer  or  defend  fortified  towns.  There  was  a  good 
deal  left  of  the  old  practice  of  plundering  and  devastating 
which  seems  to  have  been  the  usual  practice  at  bji  earlier 
period.  We  shall  see  further  on  that  the  same  kind  of 
irregular  and  barbaric  warfSeure  continued  at  a  period  when 
it  was  not  only  unworthy  of  the  Eoman  people,  but  when 
it  was  fruught  with  social  and  political  danger. 

The  first  exploit  attributed  to  Fabius,  who  again  was 
chosen  consul  in  308  B.c.,  is  the  conquest  of  this  town  of 
Nuceria  in  Campania,  against  which  the  expedition  of  the 
fieet  was  directed.  It  had  formerly  been  allied  with  Some, 
but  seven  years  before  had  revolted,  about  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  Lautulse,  when  the  Soman  power  was  most 
seriously  shaken  and  endangered.  Since  that  time  the 
Eomans  had,  as  we  have  seen,  regained  their  position  in 
Campania  step  by  step,  and  had  strengthened  it  by  the 
establishment  of  colonies.  The  re-conquest  of  Kuceria 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  country  supplied  the  missing 
link  in  the  chain  of  fortifications  between  Campania  and 
the  Samnite  mountains. 

While  Fabius  was  so  occupied  in  Campania,  and  his 
colleague,  P.  Decius  Mus,  was  bringing  the  Etruscan 
war  to  a  close,  Samnite  troops  attacked  the  Marsians, 
the  allies  of  Eome.  Fabius  immediately  marched  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Marsians,  and  gained  a  victoiy 
over  the  Sanmites.  Such  is  the  account  of  Diodorus,' 
and  he  deserves  our  thanks  for  having  preserved  this 


>  Diodoras,  xx.  44. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  SECOND  SAMNITE  WAK.  428 

authentic  testimony ;  for  if  we  had  only  the  accoimt  of    CHAP, 
liivy^  we  should  have  no  choice  but  to  accept  his  state- 


menty  that  the  Marsians  revolted  from  the  Bomans,  and  ^^^"^^^ 
joined  the  Samnites,  and  that  the  combined  hostile  armies 
were  defeated  by  Fabius.  We  have  here  another  instance 
of  the  perversion  of  truth  by  national  or  family  vanity. 
At  the  same  time  the  preservation  of  the  simple  un* 
adulterated  report  of  Diodorus  is  a  proof  that  we  are  no 
longer  entirely  dependent  on  the  caprice  of  any  chance 
writer,  but  that  the  authorities  begin  to  be  more  numerous, 
and  supply  the  means  of  correcting  errors.' 

The  indefatigable  Fabius  conducted  another  war,  and  ITmbrian 
brought  it  to  a  conclusion  in  the  year  of  his  consulship  ^"^^^^ 
808  B.c.     This  was  the  war  against  the  Umbrians.     A 
victory  of  Fabius  over  the  Umbrians  is  already  referred  to 
the  year  309  B.c.,  in  which  he  hurried  on  from  one  victory 
to  another.  Perhaps  it  is  the  same  event  which  is  repeated 
in  the  annals  of  the  year  808  b.c.  How  the  umbrians  hap- 
pened to  begin  hostilities  against  Bome,  we  are  not  told. 
Perhaps  they  had  joined  the  Etruscans  in  their  attack  on 
Sutrium.     It  was,  however,  by  no  means  all  the  umbrians 
who  took  part  in  the  war.     The  XJmbrian  Camertines* 
appear  amicably  disposed  towards  Some  in  the  story  of 
the  spies  of  Q.  Fabius.     The  Ocriculanians  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  friendship  with  Eome.    But  the  others  threatened 
at  once  to  march  upon  Some,  and  as  the  consul  Decius 
was  not  strong  enough  to  resist  them,  Fabius  left  his 
province  of  Samnium,  invaded  Etruria,  and  defeated  the 
enemy  at  Mevania  in  so  decisive  a  battle  that  their  com- 
plete subjugation  was  the  consequence.^ 

*  Uvy,  ix.  41. 

*  Liry  (ix.  41)  states  that  the  Felignians  acted  precisely  like  the  Marsians. 
FeihapB  we  may  admit  this  without  drawing  the  same  conclusion  as  livy, 
who  was  mistaken  as  to  the  hostility  of  the  Marsians.  We  are  inclined  to 
think  that  the  Felignians  deserted  the  Boman  alliance  no  more  than  the 
Marsians,  and  that  aU  reports  to  that  effect  were  invented  '  in  maiorem  populi 
Romani  gloriam.'  It  is  easy  to  account  for  the  origin  of  such  misrepresenta- 
tions. Ko  doubt  there  was  among  the  Marsians  and  Felignians  a  Samnite 
party.  This  party  was  put  down  by  the  friends  of  Rome.  How  natural  for 
a  Boman  patriot  to  say  that  all  the  Marsians  and  Felignians  had  rebeUid  and 
were  again  subjected.  '  See  above,  p.  418.  *  I<iT7f  ^  ^^* 
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The  war  with  Samnium  had  now  lasted  nearly  twenty 
years.  The  Samnites  had  often  been  successful  in  the 
jBeld,  but  they  had  made  no  enduring  conquests,  while  the 
Somans  had  firmly  established  themselves  on  the  eastern 
side  of  Samnium  in  Apulia,  and  more  especially  on  the 
western  in  Campania,  so  that  the  Samnites  were  shut  in 
all  round  by  a  line  of  Roman  colonies  or  Boman  allies,  and 
could  make  no  direct  attack  on  the  centre  of  the  Boman 
dominion.  They  were  gradually  losing  strength,  when 
fortune  seemed  once  more  to  smile  upon  them.  Discon- 
tent showed  itself  in  the  ranks  of  the  Boman  allies.  The 
Hemicans,  who,  next  to  the  Latins,  were  the  oldest  and 
most  tried  fellow-combatants  of  the  Bomans,  began  to 
waver  in  their  fidelity.  Several  towns  of  this  smaU  country, 
headed  by  Anagnia,  the  most  important  of  them  all, 
openly  joined  the  Samnites.  Only  three  towns,  Aletrium, 
Yerulse,  and  Ferentinum  remained  true  to  the  Bomans. 
The  danger  was  great.  The  country  of  the  Hemicans 
extended  to  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Bome,  and 
was  connected  with  Sanmium  by  the  valley  of  the  Trerus, 
which  formed  a  convenient  line  of  communication.  An 
army  of  Samnites  and  Hemicans  could  easily  break 
through  the  gap  between  Prsßueste  and  the  Alban  moun- 
tains and  appear  before  Bome ;  and  if  the  legions  were 
called  back  to  protect  the  town,  Campania  would  be  sacri* 
ficed  to  the  Samnites.  The  Bomans  were  not  without 
serious  apprehensions,  and,  as  in  times  of  the  greatest 
danger,  two  reserve  armies  were  quickly  formed  and  sent 
to  reinforce  the  two  consular  armies  of  the  consuls  Marcius 
and  Cornelius.  These  had  evidently  got  into  trouble,  and 
were  separated  from  one  another.  Cornelius  was  blockaded 
by  the  Samnites.  But  Marcius,  joined  by  the  reserve 
legions,  attacked  the  Hemicans,  and  reduced  them,  after  a 
short  resistance,  to  complete  subjection.  He  then  hurried 
to  the  assistance  of  his  colleague,  and  defeated  the  Samnites 
in  a  decisive  battle,  in  which  they  are  said  to  have  lost 
30,000  men.  With  this  great  victory  the  war  seemed 
ended.     Further  resistance  the  Samnites  were  not  able  to 
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make.      It  is  reported  that  the  two  consuls  marched     CHAP, 
through  the  enemy's  country  for  five  months,  plundering 


aaid  devastating  it.*  The  consul  Marcius  celebrated  a  *^^^^* 
magnificent  triumph,  and  an  equestrian  statue  was  erected 
to  him  on  the  Forum.  The  relations  of  Bome  to  the  Her- 
nicans  were  placed  on  a  new  footing.  Those  towns  which 
had  remained  faithful  kept  their  own  constitution  and 
independence;  the  other  Hemicans  came  into  the  de- 
pendent position  of  Eoman  citizens  without  the  suffrage — 
that  is,  they  became  subjects  of  the  Boman  people,  obliged 
to  pay  taxes  and  to  serve  in  the  army,  without  any  share 
in  the  honours  aud  advantages  of  citizenship.  Even  in 
the  management  of  their  local  affairs  they  were  limited, 
and  every  kind  of  political  connexion  with  one  another 
was  taken  from  the  separate  communities.  Thus  the 
Hemicans,  like  the  Latins  a  generation  before,  became  the 
subjects  of  Eome,  and  Boman  power  became  more  cen- 
tralized and  stronger. 

We  might  now  expect  to  see  the  Samnites  completely  Sammte 
exhausted  and  resigned  to  submit  to  Bome;  but  either  cmpania. 
the  reports  of  the  Boman  victories  and  the  devastation  of 
Samnium  by  the  consuls  Cornelius  and  Marcius  in  the 
year  306  b.o.  are  very  much  exaggerated,  or  despair  and 
misery  drove  the  Samnites  out  of  their  desolated  country 
to  exercise  their  revenge  and  to  search  for  the  means  of 
livelihood.  In  short,  we  read  of  an  incursion  which  they 
made  in  the  following  year  into  Campania.  It  also  appears 
that  several  Boman  fortresses  fell  again  into  their  hands, 
probably  at  the  time  of  the  defeat  of  the  Hernicans,  through 
the  treachery  of  Hemican  garrisons ;  for  it  is  related  that, 
in  the  year  305  b.o.,  Sora,  Arpinum,  and  Cesennia  were 
again  taken  from  the  Samnites.'  In  the  campaign  of  this 
year  they  fought  with  their  old  courage,  and  not  without 
success ;  for,  according  to  the  reports  of  some  annalists,  the 
consul  Postumius,    after  some   indecisive   engagements, 

*  Diodorug,  xx.  80. 

'  lAvjy  ix.  44.    Again  we  hear  of  the  retaking  of  towns,  without  having  pre- 
viously been  informed  how  and  when  they  were  lost.    See  above,  p.  406,  note  4. 
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retired  under  cover  of  night  to  the  mountains.  Afterwards, 
when  he  was  joined  by  his  colleague,  Minucius,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  defeating  the  Samnites,  taking  prisoner  iheir 
general  Statins  Gellius,  and  conquering  the  important 
town  of  Bovianum.  This  last  feat  of  arms  does  not  seem 
to  have  amounted  to  much,  if,  as  is  related,  it  was  the 
third  time  that  Bovianum  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Bomans.  Be  that  as  it  maj,  the  Samnites  were  by  no 
means  subdued.  They  were  only  thrown  back  into  their 
own  country.  Their  conquests  beyond  Samnium  were 
taken  from  them,  and  a  barrier  was  erected  against  their 
further  plans  of  conquest  and  predatory  excursions  into 
Campania,  Apulia,  and  the  other  neighbouring  countries, 
where  they  were  dreaded  and  hated  as  dangerous  neigh- 
bours. But  they  remained  a  free  people  in  tbeir  own 
mountains.  They  concluded  at  last,  after  a  long  and 
chequered  war,  an  honourable  peace  withBome,  by  which 
they  were  left  in  possession  of  their  independence,  standing 
as  a  nation  on  an  equal  footing  with  Bcme.^ 

Thus  ended  the  longest  and  most  trying  war  which  the 
republic  had  ever  undertaken.  It  had  lasted  for  twenty- 
two  years,  and  had  been  carried  on  by  both  nations  with 
equal  courage  and  perseverance.  Victory  was  on  the  side 
of  the  Bomans,  not  because  they  had  more  courage,  deter- 
mination, or  higher  military  qualities,  but  because  their 
conduct  of  the  war  was  more  systematic,  because  by  their 
plan  of  fortified  colonies  they  maintained  their  hold  of  the 
territory  they  had  conquered,  and  because  by  the  superior 
diplomatic  skill  of  the  senate  they  secured  the  friendship 
of  the  neighbours  of  the  Samnites.  This  superiority  had 
its  root  in  the  strong,  centralised  government  of  the 
Boman  state,  in  the  calm  firmness  and  wisdom  with  which 
the  Boman  senate  conducted  its  foreign  policy,  and  in  the 
unbroken  determination  with  which  the  Bomans,  now  as 
ever,  kept  a  proposed  object  steadily  in  view. 

>  Livy,  ix.  46 :  '  Foedns  antiquum  Samnitibui  redditum.'  Niebubr  {Boat. 
Geseh.,  iii.  304 ;  English  translation,  iii.  259)  is  of  opinion  that  the  Samnites 
had  to  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  Borne.  Arnold  {Etat  of  Some,  iL  264), 
as  usual,  agrees  with  Niebuhr. 
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The  final  result  of  the  war,  although  it  did  not  bring     CHAP. 

about  the  subjection  of  the  Samnites,  was  in  the  highest  . , 

degree  favourable  for  the  extension  and  consolidation  of  ^^^^^ 
the  Roman  power.  The  Latins,  who  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  had  changed  their  condition  of  allies  for  that  of  the  war. 
subjects,  became  one  people  with  the  Bomans  during  the 
twenty-two  years  of  companionship  in  arms.  Whatever 
was  left  of  rancour  and  opposition  to  Roman  supremacy 
died  out.  Before  the  end  of  the  war  the  Hemicans  too, 
like  the  Latins,  had  become  Bomans.  The  number  of 
Boman  citizens  had  considerably  increased,  in  spite  of  all 
the  losses  in  war.  Four  new  tribes  were  added  to  the 
twenty-seven  older  ones,  and  eight  colonies,  sent  out  in 
rapid  succession,  prepared  the  change  of  the  old  Yol- 
scian  country  into  Boman  territory,  while  the  permanent 
possession  of  Campania  was  quite  secured  by  the  immigra- 
tion of  a  great  number  of  Boman  citizens,  and  by  the 
different  degrees  of  dependence  in  which  the  Campanian 
towns  stood  to  Bome.  Boman  influence  now  penetrated 
the  whole  of  central  and  southern  Italy,  and  had  for  the 
first  time  made  itself  felt  in  several  Greek  towns.  Bome 
had  become  beyond  all  dispute  the  first  power  in  Italy ; 
and  no  people  could  dare  from  this  time  forward,  single- 
handed,  to  oppose  the  conquerors  of  the  Samnites. 
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BOOK 

m. 

339-286 

B.c. 

Change  in 
the  rela- 
tive posi- 
tion of 
patricians 
and 
plebeians. 


The  old 
and  the 


Nearly  a  whole  generation  Iiad  passed  awaj  since  the 
admission  of  the  plebeians  to  the  consulship  hj  the 
Licinian  laws  (366  b.c.)  when,  by  the  Publilian  laws  (839 
B.c.),  the  last  remaining  purelj  political  offices  of  censor 
and  praetor  were  shared  with  the  plebeians.  Now  at 
last,  by  the  Publilian  legislation,  the  old  struggle  between 
the  patricians  and  plebeians  was  brought  to  an  end,  after 
it  had  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  determined  the  march 
of  reform,  and  regulated  the  internal  political  life  of  the 
Boman  people.  Nothing  now  surrived  of  patrician 
privileges  but  the  priestly  offices,  which  could  be  left  the 
more  easily  in  the  possession  of  the  ancient  families,  as 
they  conferred  no  political  influence  in  Bome,  but  were 
entirely  subordinate  to  the  secular  authority  of  the  state. 
Thus  the  old  contrast  had  disappeared.  Whatever  traces 
were  left  after  this  time  of  patrician  pretensions,  of  patri- 
cian arrogance  and  conceit,  we  may  regard  as  only  the  &int 
echo  of  a  storm  which  has  passed  by,  which  terrifies  nobody 
and  deserves  not  to  be  noticed  or  heeded.  There  were  not 
wanting  in  Bome  a  number  of  men,  who  from  obstinacy, 
narrow-mindedness,  or  dulness  were  closed  to  all  new 
impressions  and  convictions,  and  went  down  to  their 
graves  with  all  their  old  feelings  and  ideas,  after  a  new 
state  of  things  had  sprung  up  around  them.^ 

The  proud  old  patricians  had  not  nearly  given  up  the 

'  There  were  Jacobites  in  England  long  after  the  English  nation  had  for- 
gotten the  Stuarts. 
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hope  of  conquest  when  the  dissolution  and  decomposition     CHAP. 

of  their  body  had  aheady  begun  at  the   core.     Being  > ^ . 

unable,  by  its  nature,  to  receive  new  members,  the  patri-  339-286 
ciate  was  doomed  gradually  to  melt  away,  by  a  natural  law, 
which  would  have  operated  even  without  the  concurrence  nobility. 
of  external  circumstances,  such  as  the  frequent  wars,  to 
which  the  patricians  sent  more  than  their  due  proportion 
of  combatants.  The  time  was  long  past  when  the  claims 
of  the  patricians  to  be  considered  the  Boman  nation 
appeared  to  be  justified  by  the  fact.  Since  the  reception 
of  the  plebs  into  the  comitia  of  centuries,  the  Eoman  people 
(the  populvs  Romantis)  was  composed  of  the  two  classes, 
and  it  was  in  the  nature  of  things  that  the  plebeians,  who 
received  a  constant  accession  of  members  from  without, 
should  increase  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  patricians 
diminished  in  numbers.  The  original  patrician  people 
shrunk  to  a  patrician  nobility,  and  from  this  cause  alone 
were  obliged  to  give  up  the  hope  of  preserving  their  old 
prerogative.  At  the  same  time,  there  arose  by  degrees  a 
plebeian  nobility,  and  even  before  the  Canuleian  law  pro- 
moted the  amalgamation  of  this  new  nobility  with  the 
old  one  by  legalising  marriage  between  the  two,  a  process 
had  aheady  begun  by  which  a  number  of  plebeian  families 
raised  themselves  to  eminence  above  their  fellow-plebeians, 
and  formed,  in  connexion  with  the  old  patrician  families, 
a  new  privileged  class,  the  *  nobility '  properly  so-called. 
After  the  complete  equalisation  of  the  plebeians  with  the 
patricians  in  all  private  and  public  rights,  this  new 
nobility  acquired  more  ground  and  a  firmer  organisation. 
It  was  not  like  that  of  the  old  patricians,  limited  to  a  cer- 
tain number  of  families,  and  transmitted  only  by  descent 
from  these  families,  but  it  was  recruited  continually 
by  those  families  from  which  the  people  chose  the  high 
officers  of  state.  It  was,  therefore,  essentially  a  nobility 
of  office  conferred  by  the  people,  and  it  was  made  hereditary 
by  the  solid  organisation  of  the  Boman  family.  K  we 
employ  the  term  *  nobility*  to  distinguish  these  new 
nobles  from  the  old  patricians,  we  must  not  forget  that  as 
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BOOK     long  as  the  patridan*  houses  yet  formed  an  important  part 
™"       of  the  people,  a  sort  of  nobility  mnst  have  existed  within 


889-286^  this  bodj,  in  the  form  of  a  number  of  prominent  fickmilies» 


B.O. 


who  in  point  of  fact  were  the  rulers,  inasmuch  as  thej 

almost  ezclusiyelj  filled  the  offices  of  state. 

Character        An    indispensable    condition  for    every  nobility  that 

of  republi-  wishes  to  exercise  and  maintain  political  influence  is  the 

can  * 

nobility,     possession  of  wealth.     The  patricians  of  the  older  period 

had  been  the  *  rich,'  as  opposed  to  the  poor  dependent 
plebeians.    For  the  new  nobility,  whose  pre-eminence  was 
not  conferred  by  descent^  the  possession  of  wealth  was 
still  more  important,  and  formed,  in  conjunction  with 
personal  merit,  their  first  recommendation  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people ;  for  even  the  purest  democrat  has  respect  for 
opulence,  and  bestows  confidence  and  votes  most  readily 
on  the  rich.    Moreover,  as  soon  as  public  offices  promise 
power  and  advantage,  the  candidates  for  them  bribe  the 
voters  by  money .^    For  this  reason  alone  wealth  is  one  of 
the  first  conditions  for  the  foundation  of  a  noble  house  in 
a  republic*    If  plebeian  families  had  attained  to  great 
opulence   at  an  earlier  period,  the  struggle  between  the 
two  classes  would  not  have  lasted  so  long.    After  the  con- 
quest of  Veii,  perhaps  even  in  the  long  wars  with  the  rich 
Etruscan  towns,  during  which  the  military  pay  was'  in- 
troduced, it  appears  that  a  period  began  more  favourable 
to  the  acquisition  of  wealth.     With  the  new  conquests  in 
Etruria  and  Latium,  with  the  abolition  of  the  old  clientela, 
with  the  gradual  development  of  industry  and  commerce, 
with  the  increasing  employment  of  slaves,  riches  accumu- 
lated.   Borne  had  now  become  a  large,  powerful,  and 
wealthy  town.     Since  the  Latin  war  it  had  become  the 
centre  of  the  greatest  extent  of  country  which,  at  that 
time,  was  formed  in  Italy  into  one  united  body  politic. 

>  The  first  law  for  the  upholding  of  purity  at  elections  is  eaid  to  hare  been 
passed  as  earlj  as  432  b.c. — Livy,  iv.  25. 

*  Traces  of  bribery  can  be  found  in  the  story  of  the  rich  plebeian  knigfat 
Sp.  Mfelius.  The  plebeian  Licinii,  who  afterwards  were  noted  fbr  their  great 
fortunes,  were  from  the  first  selected  to  fill  the  plebeian  offices.    See  p.  314. 
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The  resolutions  of  the  Eomon  senate,  the  decisions  of  the     CHAP. 

xi 
assembly  of  the  Eoman  people,  disposed  of  the  existence 


and  the  fortune  of  whole  towns  and  populations,  of  the  *^^"^®^ 
foundation  of  colonies,  the  assignment  of  landed  property, 
confiscations  and  grants  on  the  largest  scale.  It  was  the 
acknowledged  principle  of  the  Boman  nobility  from  the 
oldest  time  downwards  to  the  end  of  the  republic,  that  the 
public  service  should  be  to  them  the  source  of  private 
wealth*  Hence  the  men  elected  to  high  offices  bj  the 
people,  if  thej  were  not  rich  already,  soon  became  so,  and 
every  increase  of  power  and  wealth  secured  the  continuance 
of  their  privileged  position,  and  the  permanent  nobility  of 
their  femily.  There  is  no  difference  observable  between 
the  old  and  the  new  nobility.  Generosity  and  self-sacrifice 
are  never  to  be  found  among  a  privileged  class  as  such. 
Only  individuals,  who  rise  above  the  interests  of  their 
own  class,  are  capable  of  such  virtues.  The  plebeian 
members  of  the  new  nobility  were  soon  closely  allied  with 
the  patricians  for  upholding  aristocratic  principles,  and  it 
was  not  from  among  them,  but  from  one  of  the  oldest  and 
proudest  noble  houses  of  the  republic,  that  a  man  arose 
who,  with  discriminating  eye,  saw  that  Eome  needed  re- 
novation by  the  infusion  of  new  blood,  and  who  carried 
his  measure  with  strong  aud  defiant  resolution  against  all 
opposition. 

Appius  Claudius  Csecus,  who  was  censor  in  the  year  812  The 
B.c.  and  twice  consul,  in  the  years  307  and  296  B.O.,  was  one  ^^^^ 
of  the  most  eminent  statesmen  of  the  republic.  As  heredi- 
tary features  of  the  Claudian  family,  he  possessed  firmness, 
com*age,  daring,  pride,  and  haughtiness;  but  he,  like  his  an- 
cestor the  decemvir,  Appius  Claudius,  and  like  the  greatest 
Claudian  of  the  Eoman  annals,  the  Emperor  Tiberius, 
is  placed  in  a  false  light  by  the  antipathy  of  aristocratic 
historians.  If  these  Claudians  had  been  genuine  aristocrats 
in  heart  and  soul,  if  they  had  been  true  to  their  party  and 
known  no  other  motives  than  the  interest  of  their  party, 
they  would  have  been  lauded  as  models  of  civic  virtue. 
But  as  they  were  not  partisans  but  statesmen,  they  were 
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BOOK     represented  by  historians  of  the   aristocratic  party  as 
monsters  and  tyrants.* 


339-286 
Powers  of 


The  Eoman  censorship,*  in  rank  the  first  of  all  re- 
publican offices,  Tvas  endowed  with  extraordinary  power 
the  " """  and  influence.  On  the  discretion  and  judgment  of  the 
ceuBops.  censors  depended  the  political  status  of  every  Boman ;  and 
the  assessment  which  they  made  of  his  property  assigned 
to  every  one  the  position  to  be  held  by  him  and  the  measure 
of  his  public  duties  and  privileges.  They  decided  without 
the  co-operation  or  interference  of  other  magistrates, 
and  subject  only  to  the  sanction  of  the  people,  on  all 
questions  of  admission  to  or  expulsion  firom  the  body  of 
citizens ;  they  selected  the  men  whom  they  thought  fit  for 
the  honourable  service  in  the  centuries  of  Imights,  finally 
they  had  the  high  discretionary  power,  formerly  exer- 
cised by  the  kings,  of  admitting  new  members  to  the 
senate,  and  expelling  those  whom  they  deemed  unworthy. 
In  addition  to  this  great  discretionary  power  with  re- 
gard to  the  composition  and  classification  of  the  Boman 
people,  the  censors  were  intrusted  with  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  financial  business  of  the  state.  It  was  their 
duty  to  let  out  to  the  highest  bidder  the  public  revenues 
from  state  lands,  port  dues,  saltworks  and  other  snch 
sources.  They  had  also  the  care  and  superintendence  of 
public  works  and  repairs,  of  the  improvement  and  utilisa- 
tion of  the  public  property — of  everything,  in  fact,  which 
had  reference  to  the  material  interests  of  the  public,  such 
as  the  construction  of  roads,  aqueducts,  markets,  buildings 
for  public  use ;  and,  like  all  other  public  functionaries  in 
Bome,  they  were  in  all  these  matters  not  subject  to  any 
very  strict  control. 
Term  of  It  was  not  without  hesitation  that  the  Boman  aristo- 

o^^ce  or     Q^YSucj  placed  such  power  in  the  hands  of  the  censors ;  the 
ceMors,      original  duration  of  their  office,  five  years,  seemed  irrecon- 
cilable with  the  security  of  republican  institutions.   Hence, 
nine  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  censorship,  in 

'  See  Mommsen,  ForKhungen^  p.  287  ft      *  See  abore,  book  ii.  chap.  xiii. 
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the  year  434  b.c.,  the  cepsprship  waa  limited  to  one  year     CHAP. 
and  a  half  by  the  dictator  Mamercus  -äjmilius,  and  bounds  ^    ^'    - 
were  set  to  the  powera  of  the  censors  relative  to  the  choice    ^89-286 
of  senators  by  the  Ovinian  law,  the  date  of  which  is  i;n- 
fortunately  uncertain.* 

In  the  han^s  of  Appius  Claudius  the  censorship  was  a  Reforms  of 
means  of  a  ^radical  reform?  He  undertook,  in  connexion  Appius*^ 
with  the  plebeian  censor  C.  Plautius,  a  measure  for  the  Claudius, 
reception  of  a  large  number  of  new  citizens  by  granting 
the  full  franchise  to  all  the  freed  men  and  those  residents 
who  were  Bpman  citizens  without  being  admitted  to  the 
public  rights  of  citizens.?  It  is  not  probable  that,  as  it 
has  been  said,  Appius  in  carrying  this  reform  had  any 
ambitious  vi^ws,  or  wished  to  extend  his  personal  influence 
at  the  cost  of  republican  equality.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  since  the  reception  of  the  whole  population  of  Caare 
into  the  ranka  of  Boman  half-citizens  ^  and  still  more  since 
the  subjection  of  Latium  and  the  grant  of  the  same  im- 
perfect rights  to  a  great  number  pf  Latins,  Bome  had 
become  more  and  more  the  centre  which  attracted  trades- 
people, merchants,  artisans,  and  adventurers  of  all  kinds. 
These  people  enjoyed  all  the  private  rights  of  Boman 
citizenp,  and  it  would  neither  have  been  possible  nor 
advisable  to  shut  them  out  for  ever  entirely  from  the  full 
franchise,  whereby  they  were  made  to  share  not  only  the 
privileges  but  also  the  duties  (especially  of  the  military 
service)  of  the  Boman  citizens.^    To  these  free  inhabitants 

*  Probably  the  lex  Orinia  ]i>elong8  to  the  time  immediately  following  the 
Licinian  laws,  and  it  was  perhaps  this  law  which  first  conferred  on  the  censors 
the  duty  of  rerising  the  list  of  senators,  a  duty  previously  exercised  by  the 
consuls.    See  Hofmann,  Per  Rom.  Senat,  11. 

*  The  measure  of  Appius  Claudius  was  in  fkct  a  Parliamentary  reform  bill. 
The  fact  that  such  a  ipeasure  was  carried,  not  by  law,  but  by  an  administrative 
regulation  of  a  magistrate,  points  out  the  great  difference  between  ancient  and 
modem  notions  of  public  law.  The  former  practice  in  England  of  creating 
parliamentary  boroughs  by  royal  charter  was  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  Boman 
republic. 

*  JErarii  or  cives  9ine  mffragio,  probably  in  351  b.c.    See  p.  297. 

^  The  townships  which  had  the  dxitfu  sine  suffragio  were,  it  is  true,  not  free 
from  military  service ;  but  those  individuals  who  had  left  these  places  and 
gone  to  Borne  practically  evaded  their  duty. 
VOL.  !•  P  P 
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BOOK     of  Rome  who  were  not  citizens  must  be  added  a  number 
™'       of  freedmen  and  their  descendants,^  people  who  supported 


B.c. 


^^^^^^  themselves  mostly  as  tradesmen,  artists,  and  workmen. 
In  the  old  time,  when  there  were  few  slaves,  the  freedmen 
could  not  constitute  an  important  part  of  the  population. 
But  after  the  successful  wars  beginning  with  the  conquest 
of  Yeii,  the  number  of  slaves,  as  also  that  of  freedmen, 
increased  very  much.  By  being  emancipated,  a  slave  be- 
came a  freedman,  but  not  a  Boman  citizen.  Any  Roman 
could,  if  he  pleased,  set  his  slave  free,  but  the  right  of 
citizenship  could  only  be  given  by  the  state.  This  could 
be  done  in  various  ways.  The  censors  could  put  the 
name  of  an  alien  on  the  list  of  citizens  at  the  general  re- 
vision which  took  place  when  a  new  census  was  taken. 
That  was  the  simplest  and  no  doubt  the  most  usual  way. 
Such  a  reception  of  freedmen  and  jShrarians  had  probably 
often  taken  place  before  Appius  Claudius.  It  must  have 
recommended  itself  as  an  act  of  policy  and  justice,  when 
men  who  were  not  in  possession  of  the  full  citizenship 
had  acquired  landed  property.*  But  nothing  is  reported 
of  a  regular  periodical  reception  into  the  tribes  of  all  the 
half-citizens  before  the  time  of  Appius  Claudius.  If  it 
had  been  otherwise,  the  measure  of  Appius  would  not  have 
excited  so  much  attention.' 

>  At  the  time  of  the  Gracchi  a  considerable  part  of  the  town  population  con- 
sisted of  non-citizens,  who  nevertheless  exercised  some  influence  in  public 
affikirs.  It  is  probable  that  in  the  fourth  century  b.c.  there  existed  a  similar 
state  of  things.  '  Compare  Javj,  xlv.  15. 

*  Becker  (Rom,  Alterth.y  ii.  part  i.  193)  supposes  that  before  the  time 
of  Appius  Claudius  the  freedmen  and  serarians  used  regularly  to  be  admitted 
into  the  four  city  tribes.  But  the  measure  of  the  censor,  Q.  Fabius  Maximus 
Bullianus,  who  eight  years  after  Appius  Claudius,  in  304  b.c.,  confined  to  the 
four  city  tribes  the  new  citizens  whom  Appius  Claudius  had  received  indis- 
criminately into  all  the  tribes,  appears  to  have  been  a  compromise  and  is  not 
represented  as  having  altogether  done  away  with  the  innovation  of  Appius  and 
restored  an  old  state  of  things.  It  is  quite  clear  that  Fabius  adopted  a  middle 
course,  intended  to  remove  the  danger  of  indiscriminate  admission  of  a  number 
of  new  citizens  to  all  the  tribes.  Livy  (ix.  46)  says :  '  Fabius  .  .  .  omnem 
forensem  turbam  excretam  in  quatuor  tribus  ooniecit,  urbanasgue  eas  appella" 
vii*  According  to  this  view  the  four  city  tribes  assumed  a  new  character  from 
this  time  forward,  as  well  as  a  distinguishing  name.  The  same  view  is  sap- 
ported  by  Plutarch,  Poplie.,  7. 
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No  time  was  more  appropriate  for  this  measure  than  the     CHAP, 
present.     The  second  Samnite  war  had  very  much  thinned  >  .    /  ,.. 
the  ranks  of  Boman  citizens.    Besides  those  who  had  fallen    339-286 
in  battle,  or  who  had  been  wounded  or  taken  prisoners,  the 
town  of  Eome  had  lost  manj  citizens  from  the  necessity  of  ^  the 
sending  ont  garrisons  and  colonists  and  by  voluntary  emi-  «citizenship, 
gration  to  Campania  and  the  Latin  towns  where  business  ^ 

and  profit  of  many  kinds  attracted  them.  The  natural 
increase  by  births  could  not  make  up  for  such  losses,  and 
therefore  it  was  not  an  injurious  but  a  most  salutary 
measure  for  the  state  if  Appius  Claudius  proposed  a  great 
augmentation  of  the  number  of  citizens  by  conferring  the 
privileges  and  duties  of  the  state  on  men  who  had  long 
practically  formed  a  part  of  it,  who  already  enjoyed  its 
private  rights,  and  were  in  all  respects  entitled  to  be 
acknowledged  as  Bomans.  Of  course  Appius  excited  the 
jealousy  and  enmity  of  a  great  portion  of  the  old  citizens. 
The  ancient  city  communities  insisted  with  great  jealousy 
on  the  exclusion  of  foreigners  and  freedmen  from  the 
sacred  precincts  of  citizenship.  Their  patriotism  was  the 
bright  side  of  a  virtue  the  shady  side  of  which  was  hatred 
to  foreigners.  Purity  of  race  was  held  to  be  in  itself  an 
advantage ;  a  mixture  of  blood  was  considered  a  corruption. 
The  Eomans,  it  is  true,  rose  more  above  this  narrow  view 
than  the  Greeks.  They  received  conquered  enemies  as 
citizens,  and  so  became  great  and  powerful.  Appius 
Claudius  felt  himself  perhaps  especially  called  upon  to 
carry  out  this  policy  on  a  large  scale,  for,  according  to  a 
family  tradition,  his  ancestor,  Attus  Clausus,  had  come  from 
the  land  of  the  Sabines  with  his  family  and  his  clients,  and 
was  received  in  ßome  into  the  rank  of  patrician  citizens. 
But  he  met  with  powerful  opposition,  and  succeeded  only  by 
a  stretch  of  his  official  authority  in  carrying  out  his  scheme. 
His  political  opponents  saw  the  old  constitution  and,  above 
all,  the  preponderance  of  the  nobles,  endangered  by  the  ad- 
mission of  new  citizens  in  large  numbers,  and  they  affected 
to  look  upon  Appius  as  a  demagogue,  possibly  aiming  at 
tjranny  and  intent  on  corrupting  the  *  free  and  indepen- 

F  F  2 
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BOOK     dent '  electors  b j  mixing  up  with  them  a  number  of  his 
•   -  own  creatures,  who  would  in  all  things  do  his  bidding. 
339-286    They  failed,  it  is  trae,  in  convincing  or  thwarting  Appius, 
who  carried  out  his  policy  in  spite  of  all  opposition ;  bat 
after  the  expiration  of  the  censorship  of  Appius,  they  suc- 
ceeded in  materially  modifying  his  reform.     In  804  b.^. 
^  the  censor  Q.  Fabius  Maximus,  in  order  to  limit  the  in- 

fluence of  the  new  citizens,  removed  them  fix^m  the  country 
tribes  into  the  four  city  tribes.    By  this  measure  the 
twenty-seven  then  existing  country  tribes  remained  under 
the  influence  of  the  great  landed  proprietors,  and  the  town 
population  possessed,  in  spite  of  its  numbers,  only  four 
votes  in  thirty-one.     For  this  wise  arrangement  it  is  said 
Q.  Fabius  received  the  surname  of  Maximus,^  and  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  by  it  the  possibility  was  removed  of  the 
town  population  outvoting  the  country  tribes  in  the  popular 
assemblies,  and  so  governing  the  whole  state.    It  was  a 
measure  which  was  necessary  in  the  absence  of  a  represen- 
tative constitution,  if  the  Roman  commonwealth  was  to 
be  preserved  from  the  danger  of  ochlocracy.*    Whether 
Appius  resisted  this  modification  of  his  reform  we  do  not 
know.     Perhaps  we  may  suppose  that  he  regarded  it  as  an 
improvement  on  his  measure,  for  we  hear  of  no  attempt 
on  his  part  to  get  it  repealed. 
Election         Next  to  the  new  constitution  of  the  body  of  citizens, 
tors!^^*      that  of  the  senate  was  also  in  the  hands  of  the  censors. 
The  nucleus  of  this  body  consisted  of  men  who  had  been 
chosen  by  the  people  to  a  high  political  office,  had  con- 
scientiously fulfilled  its  duties,  and  now  entered  for  life 
into  the  highest  council  of  state.     Indirectly  therefore  the 
senate  was  chosen  by  the  people,  and  was  in  reality  the 
true  representation  of  the  people.     But  the  senatorial 

'  Livy,  iz.  46.  In  contradiction  to  this  statement  Poljbius  report«  (iii. 
87 ,  §  6)  that  the  surname  Maximus  was  giyen  to  Q.  Fabius  the  pro-dictator  of 
217  B.c.,  generally  called  Cunctator. 

*  It  is  the  same  principle  which  regulates  the  distribution  of  parliameutarj 
representation  in  England,  and  according  to  w)uch  boroughs  of  half  a  million 
inhabitants  haTe  only  two  or  three  members,  while  small  places  of  a  few 
thousand  inhabitants  hare  one  or  two — '  Ne  plurimum  raleant  plurimL' 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INTERNAL  HISTOEY  TILL  THE  HORTENSIEN  LAWS.  437 

rank  and  privilege  was  formally  conferred  by  reception     CHAP. 


XI. 


into  the  list  of  senators,  whicli  the  censors  by  virtue  of 

their  office  drew  np  at  stated  intervals«    As  the  annual     '^^'  ^®^ 


B.C. 

supply  of  newly  elected  magistrates  did  not  equal  the 
natural  losses  by  death,  the  censors  had  to  choose,  accord* 
ing  to  circumstances,  a  greater  or  less  number  of  men  who 
had  not  yet  filled  a  public  office.  That  these  members 
were  selected  from  the  families  of  the  influential  nobility 
was  to  be  expected,  nor  was  it  likely  that  a  censor,  in 
drawing  up  his  list,  should  be  quite  free  from  the  in- 
fluence of  the  political  party  to  which  he  belonged.*  But 
Appius  Claudius  was  one  of  those  politicians  who  cannot 
be  relied  upon  by  their  party,  who  have  their  own  ideas,  and 
sometimes  go  their  own  way  without  heeding  the  time- 
honoured  practices  of  their  predecessors«  He  therefore,  at 
the  revision  of  the  senatorial  list,  carried  out  his  own 
will,  and,  disregarding  the  prejudices  of  his  class,  admitted 
even  sons*  of  freedmen  into  the  senate.  We  do  not  know 
his  motive.  Possibly  he  selected  men  of  lower  rank  only 
because  they  possessed  superior  ability,  for  we  cannot 
presume  that  he  wished  to  satisfy  personal  ambition,  to 
create  a  party  in  the  senate  devoted  to  himself,  or  merely 
to  vex  his  opponents.  In  truth  he  only  carried  out  in 
the  higher  regions  of  political  life  the  same  principle 
which  he  had  adopted  by  admitting  aliens  to  the  privi- 
leges of  Roman  citizens.  Perhaps  he  thought  that  the 
freedmen  and  others  who  had  been  received  into  the 
tribes  must  have  their  representatives  in  the  senate,  and, 
with  a  truly  Claudian  spirit,  he  acted  boldly  and  paid  no 

I  In  England  the  justices  of  the  peace  are  selected  by  the  administra- 
tion from  the  ranks  of  the  I)art7  to  which  the  ministry  belongs.  These  justices 
of  the  peace  have,  like  the  Roman  senators,  judicial  as  well  as  administrative 
functions  to  discharge. 

*  Diodorus  (zz.  36)  says:  woWoht  Ktä  r&y  iar9\tv94pup  \dohs  Mfju^tv^  c^*  ots 
ßap4»s  f^€pov  ol  Kavx^i'-^i^t  rais  §ify*vtlais.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  the 
word  iroXXo^f  must  be  taken  literally.  Liyy  (ix.  46)  says :  *  Senatum  libeni- 
norum  illiis  inquinaverat.'  Perhaps  only  two  or  three  of  these  obnoxious 
members  were  selected  by  Appius,  and  this  sufiSced  to  furnish  his  opponents 
with  the  chaige  repeated  by  Diodorus  and  Livy. 
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attention  to  the  ontcries  of  the  noble  cliqne^  who  thought 
the  senate  desecrated  by  the  reception  of  such  men.  This 
reform  was,  however,  of  no  great  practical  importance. 
Appius,  it  is  true,  introduced  a  new  principle,  but  he  had 
no  means  of  com{>elIing  his  successors  in  the  censor- 
ship to  apply  it.  Public  opinion  in  the  ruling  circles  did 
not  approve  of  the  reform.  The  old  practice  was  subse- 
quently revived.  Nay,  the  consuls  even  of  the  succeeding 
year  are  said  to  have  gone  so  far  as  to  disregard  the 
nomination  of  Appius,  and  to  have  summoned  the  senate 
according  to  the  list  set  aside  by  Appius.'  At  any  rate  the 
senate  lost  neither  in  dignity  nor  in  political  discrimina- 
tion and  power,  and  Appius  himself  lived  to  see  a  Greek 
statesman,  the  ambassador  of  King  Pyrrhus,  stand  dazzled 
before  the  majestic  council  of  the  Soman  elders,  which 
he  compared  to  an  assembly  of  kings. 

The  principal  business  of  the  censors  was  completed 
with  the  revision  of  the  list  of  senators,  knights,  and 
citizens.  It  was  closed  with  a  solemn  sacrifice  on  the 
Field  of  Mars,  which  gave  the  divine  sanction  to 
the  new  order.  After  this  solemn  act*  the  censors 
generally  laid  down  their  office,  in  compliance  with  the 
^milian  law,  which  shortened  the  duration  of  their  power 
to  eighteen  months.  For  the  financial  and  administrative 
duties  which  they  had  to  perform,  as  well  as  the  erection 
and  repair  of  public  buildings,  they  usually  received  a 
special  commission  from  the  senate,  and  were  furnished 
with  the  necessary  authority  and  financial  means. 

But  Appius  Claudius,  it  is  further  reported,^  declined 
to  lay  down  his  office,  although  the  other  censor,  C. 
Plautius,  ashamed  of  the  conduct  of  his  colleague,  did  so. 

>  T£y  Koux^f-ii^i^  reus  Mbytr^ms. — Diodor.  zz.  36.    See  preceding  note. 

*  How  this  could  be  done  without  a  violation  of  the  law,  it  is  impossible  to 
see.  Perhaps  the  consuls  did  no  more  than  make  an  nnsuccessful  attempt  to 
set  aside  the  list  of  Appius.  Appius  himself,  after  the  expiration  of  his  cen- 
sorship, was  made  consul,  and  surely  he  must  hare  respected  his  own  list  of 
senators.  If  the  consuls  had  full  discretion  in  summoning  or  not  admittiog 
senators  to  the  deliberations  of  that  body,  there  must  hare  been  a  state  of 
anarchy  in  Home,  and  the  '  lectio  senatus '  of  the  censors  was  a  mere  &roe. 

'  The  technical  term  was  lustrum  condere,  *  Diodoms,  xz.  36. 
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He  was  now  sole  censor,  and  acted  in  defiance  of  an 
express  and  special  law.  He  paid  no  attention^  to  the 
indignation  of  the  senate  nor  to  the  intercession  of  one  of 
the  tribunes,  who  threatened  him  with  imprisonment. 
Relying  on  the  support  of  three  tribunes,  he  appropriated 
the  public  money,  without  the  permission  or  authority  of 
the  senate,  to  two  great  public  works  which  were  to 
immortalise  his  name — ^to  an  aqueduct  and  to  the  magnifi-  * 

cent  road  (the  Via  Appia)  which,  almost  without  a  turning, 
led  through  Latium  and  the  Pontine  marshes  to  Campania. 
It  seemed  that,  by  means  of  the  numbers  of  public  con- 
tractors and  workmen  whom  he  employed,  he  was  going 
to  make  himself  the  master  of  the  state,^  and  he  disposed 
of  the  public  revenue  without  any  reference  to  the  senate, 
as  if  he  exercised  already  unlimited  power.  He  seemed 
intent  on  prolonging  his  power  indefinitely;  for,  before 
the  five  years  of  his  censorship  had  expired,  he  solicited 
the  sufirage  of  the  people  for  the  consulship,  and  he 
was  actually  successfiil  in  being  elected  for  the  year 
307  B.C. 

This  story,  which  plainly  is  intended  to  represent  Appius  Misre- 
as  a  dangerous  and  violent  demagogue,  and  which  is  ^o^nsofthe 
indebted  for  its  glaring  colours  to  the  enmity  of  the  narrative. 
genuine  nobility,  is  not  only  exaggerated  and  distorted, 
but  without  doubt  in  some  respects  utterly  false.  First, 
the  accusation  is  absurd,  that  Appius  wished  to  establish  a 
monarchy  for  himself.^  We  know  from  the  stories  of  Sp. 
Cassius,  of  the  decemvir  Appius  Claudius,  of  Sp.  MsbUus  and 
M.  Manlius,  what  such  accusations  mean.  They  may  be 
looked  upon  as  proofs  that  the  men  against  whom  they 
are  directed  threatened  the  dominion  of  the  nobles.  The 
story  of  the  censor  Appius  Claudius  is  in  some  features 
identical  with  that  of  the  decemvir  Appius.  The  enmity 
against  the  aristocracy,  the  defiant  arrogance,  the  usurpa- 
tion of  tyrannical,  illegal  power,  and,  finally,  the  retention 
of  official  authority  beyond  the  appointed  period,  all  these 

*  SuetoniiLB,  Tiber.,  2.    Compare  Mommsen,  Forschungen,  p.  308. 

*  Suetonius,  ibid. :  *  Italiam  p«^  plientelas  occapare  tentavit.' 
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, ^'    ^  well  as  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  ancient  annalists  who 

339-286    ^ere  redact  to  borrow  the  detail  of  one  story  from  the 

other. 
Explana-         The  refusal  of  Appius  to  lay  down  the  censorship  can- 
SlrtinVJd*  not  really  relate  to  the  censorfthip  as  such— in  othei*  words 
oenBorehip  to  the  regelating  of  the  census,  the  neW  ordering  of  the 
4>f  Appius.   gg^g^^^^  ^f  ^^  knights,  and  of  the  tribes  and  centuries. 
All  these  inatters  were  completely  finish^  and  settled  be- 
fore the  solemn  lustrum  was  concluded.   There  was  no  need 
that  Appius  should  act  further  äs  censor  with  respect  to  this 
part  of  his  functions,  nor  is  he  charged  with  having  done 
so.     But  great  buildings  could  not  be  erected  in  eighteen 
months.     For  the  completion  of  such  works,  which  re- 
quired a  long  time,  the  office  of  the  censor  #as  under 
ordinary  öircumstances   extended  by  a  decisioti   of  the 
senate.^     But  it  seems  that,  in  consequence  of  his  liberal 
reforms,  Appius  met  with  opposition  in  the  senate,  and 
that,  even   if  the  majority  were  nbt  againiit  him,   his 
opponents  had  gained  one  or  more  of  the  tribunes  of  th6 
people,  who>  by  virtue  of  their  veto,  could  frustrate  every 
formal  resolution  which  might  be  adopted  in  favour  of 
Appius.     Such  an  opposition  Appius  was  enabled  to  resist 
on  the  strength  of  the   fundamental  principle  of  con- 
stitutional law,  which  did  not  sanction  any  process  for 
compelling  a  magistrate  to  resign.    As  long  as  Appius, 
therefore,  had  a  strong  party  in  tlie  senate  and  among 
the  people,  who  on  his  finally  resigning  would  guarantee 
his  acquittal^  or  as  long  as  he  could  i^ckon  on  a  tribune  who 
would  oppose  an  impeachment,  he  could  securely  proceed 
to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office  which  had  been  intrusted 
to  him.     Above  everything  he  was  secure  of  the  Support 
of  the  people,  on  account  of  the  popular  measui'ed  he  had 
cafriedj  as  well  as  of  the  great  buildings  which  he  had 
undertaken  j  and  which  directly  or  indirectly  were  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  lower  classes,  by  furnishing  lucrative 

1  See  Becker,  Bom,  AUerth.,  ii.  part  ii.  238« 
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employment  for  thousands,   and   by  supplying:  a    poor     CHAP. 
quarter  of  tte  town  with  water.      Appius  might  have       ^' 


B.c. 


carried  all  his  measures  by  the  support  of  the  people    389-286 
alone.     A  resolution  of  the  tribes  was  binding  on  the 
whole  state.    If  such  a  ilesolution  conimissioned  him  to 
carry  out  the  public  works,  and  voted  the  funds,  the 
senate  was  obliged  to  comply»     However,  the  veto  of  a 
tribune,  acting  in  the  interest  of  the  obstructive  pai-ty, 
might  have  prevented  a  resolution  of  the  people  being 
carried,   and  in  that  case  there  would    baVe  been  no 
remedy  for  the  people  but  to  "^ait  until  they  could  elect 
ten  tribunes  imanimoüsly  in  faVour  of  Appius  Claudius. 
Everything  considered,  it  is  much  more  probable  that 
Appius  had  a  majority  in  the  senate,  and  that  this  body^ 
in  the  very  beginning  of  his  censorship,  had  approved 
of  his  projects,  and  had  Voted  the  money  for  them.   With- 
out such  a  legal  title^  Appius  would  not  have  been  able 
to  expend  the  sums  Which  his  public  works  required. 
It  was  the  indisputable  right  of  the  senate  to  control 
the  finances,  and  to   grant  to  all  the  magistrates  the 
supplies  which  they  required.     A  violation  of  this  consti- 
tutional law,  such  as  has  been  ascribed  to  Appius,  would 
not  have  been  without  grave  consequences>  and  would 
have  exposed  the  privilege  of  the  senate  to  be  questioned 
and  set  aside  by  every  ambitious  and  unscrupulous  politi- 
cian.   It  seems,  therefore^  that  Appius»   in  spite  of  the 
opposition  of  a  strong  party,  had  still  a  majority  in  the 
senate,  and  could  carry  out  his  measures  in  a  consti- 
tutional way.     The  story  of  the  annalists,  starting  from 
the  opposite  point  of  view^  has  here  disregarded  the  laws 
of  probability,  and  overstepped  the  bounds  of  what  was 
possible. 

The  two  great  public  works  of  Appius  were,  during  the  The  Ap- 
whole  time  of  the  republic  and  the  empire,  evidences  of  the  P'*'^  ^^^ 
enterprising  spirit  of  their  author.     The  Appian  aqueduct  duct.     ^ 
brought  pure  water— one  of  the  greatest  necessities  of  hot 
unhealthy  Home — ^from  the  Sabine  mountains,  partly  in 
subterranean  passages,  partly  on  huge  arches,  into  the 
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BOOK     most  thickly  populated  part  of  the  town,  between   the 
Tiber  and  the  Ayentine.     The  Appian  road  followed  in 
the  main  that  which  had  always  nnited  Borne  with  the 
Liris,  and  further  on  with  Capua ;  but  now  it  was,  as  much 
as  possible,  carried  on  in  a  straight  direction,  made  hori- 
zontal by  monnds  apd  by  cuttings,  and  perhaps  it  was 
already  payed  in  part.     The  Appian  road  was  the  first  of 
those  magnificent  lines  of  communication  by  which  the 
Romans  understood  so  well  how  to  connect  their   con- 
quests with  the  chief  town,  and  which  afterwards,  starting 
from  Some,  trayersed  Italy  in  all  directions,  and  extended 
to  the  furthest  posts  in  the  remotest  provinces  where  the 
Boman  soldier  guarded  the  frontier.     Streets  and  roads 
are  always  an  unfailing  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the 
condition  of  a  people  with  regard  to  its  political  and  social 
development.     The  entire  want  of  well-made  roads  is  an 
unmistakable  sign  of  barbarism.    With  the  first  develop- 
ment of  agriculture,  trade,  and  manufactures,  the  need 
is  apparent  of  convenient  ways  of  communication.    With- 
out good  roads  no  stat.es  of  great  extent  can  be  formed. 
Only  as  these  are  improved  and  extended  can  distant 
provinces  establifth  a  regular  and  profitable  intercourse 
with  one  another;    in  fact,  roads  are  indispensable  for 
the  administration,  control,  luad  government  of  a  large 
country,  and  for  tjiat  political  unity  which  is  the   first 
condition  of  a  civilised  state.    The  want  of  roads  in 
Greece,  occasioned  by  the  natural  obstacles  of  rugged 
mountains,  and  only  partly  compensated   by  maritime 
intercourse,  greatly  encouraged  the  spirit  of  local  inde- 
pendence in  the  Hellenic  towns.    The  physical  features  of 
Italy  were  less  unfavourable  for  the  construction  of  roads, 
and  the  practical  sense  of  the  Bomans  made  use  at  an 
early  period  of  this  means  of  bringjing  together  the  different 
parts  of  the  state.   Their  roads  for  the  most  part  served 
military  purposes,  and  only  in  a  less  degree  the  wants  of 
commercial  intercourse,  and  by  this  peculiarity  they  cha- 
racterised the  Boman  empire,  which  was  based  not  upon 
productive  activity,  nor  on  the  co-operation  of  members 
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enjoying  equal  rights,  but  on  undisputed  military  dominion     CHAP, 
exercised  from  one  grand  centre. 
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It  is  an  agreeable  surprise  to  learn  that  Borne,  in  the 
midst  of  a  long  bloody  war,  could  find  leisure,  interest,  and 
means,  not  only  for  warlike,  but  also  for  peaceful  purposes,  ^^j^^of 
which  were  likely  to  promote  the  well-^being  and  prosperity  Rom®- 
of  coming  generations.  We  see  in  this  fact  a  growth  of 
national  affluence  which  could  hardly  have  been  expected. 
Certainly  a  great  part  of  the  means  necessary  for  the 
great  public  works  of  Appius  was  a  result  of  the  victories  of 
the  Boman  legions.  The  additions  to  the  state  domains, 
which  were  farmed,  were  no  doubt  great,  and  the  booty  of 
war  had  enriched  many ;  the  number  of  slaves  was  much 
increased  by  the  capture  of  prisoners,  and  thus  hands 
were  not  wanting  for  employment  on  the  works.  But 
independently  of  this,  it  seems  that  opulence  and  pro- 
sperity were  continually  increasing  in  Bome.  The  whole 
reform  of  Appius  cian  be  explained  only  by  the  growth  of 
a  productive,  industrious  population.  Nor  do  we  lack 
special  indications  pointing  to  the  same  fact.  The 
droll  story  of  the  refractory  musicians  is  interesting,  not 
merely  as  one  of  the  few  features  of  humour  in  the  history 
of  the  Bomans,  but  as  showing  us  a  little  of  their  social 
life,  from  which  we  gather  that,  even  in  the  midst  of  a 
great  war,  there  were  sociable  pleasures,  quiet  enjoyment, 
and  even  boisterous  xevelry.' 

The  guild  of  pipers,  in  high  repute  since  Numa's  time.  Secession 
was  accustomed  every  year,  at  the  festpval  of  Minerva,  the  TiUcines. 
so-called  little  Qulnquatrus,  in  June,  to  celebrate  a  feast  in 
the  temple  of  Jupiter,  and  then,  with  masks  and  women's 
dress,  to  parade  the  town.  The  stem  censor  Appius  Claudius  * 
thought  proper  to  issue  an  order*  forbidding  this  perhaps 
objectionable  and  misused  privilege.     But  in  this  matter 
he  found  that  he  had  to  deal  with  people  who  would  not 

>  LiTj,  qu  Sa  Orid,  Fast.M-  651  E  Valer.  Max.»  i.  5, 4.  Hstarch,  Quasi, 
Som.f  55. 

'  Probably  Appius  did  tlus  in  the  ea^orcise  oi  his  censorial  sunreillance 
orer  the  poblie  morals. 
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be  trifled  with.  The  guild  of  pipers  decided  to  leare  Borne, 
as  at  one  time  the  plebs  had  done,  and  thej  betook  them- 
selves to  the  neighbouring  citj  of  Tibur.^  The  case  was 
serious.  At  all  the  great  festivities,  at  marriages  and 
burials,  at  all  public  sacrifices  and  feasts,  the  necessary 
and  solemn  music  was  wanting.  How  easily  might  this 
neglect  give  offence  to  the  gods,  who  jealously  insisted  on 
the  strictest  and  most  conscientious  observances  in  their 
service !  General  anxiety  seized  all  the  people,'  and  the 
senate  were  obliged  to  acknowledge  themselves  beaten,  and 
to  invite  the  exasperated  musicians  to  return  to  Borne.  But 
these  felt  that  they  had  the  advantage,  and  remained  in 
Tibur.  Thereupon  the  Tiburtines,  wishing  to  oblige  their 
Boman  friends,  hit  upon  a  ruse%  On  a  certain  evening  they 
invited  all  the  pipers  to  different  houses,  and  gave  them 
so  much  wine  that  they  were  soon  fit  to  be  packed  in 
waggons  and  conveyed  back  to  Bome.  When  they  awoke 
the  next  morning  from  their  drunken  sleep,'  and  found 
they  had  been  outwitted^  they  consented  to  remain  in 
Bome,  but  only  under  the  guarantee  of  their  old  privi- 
lege, which  from  that  time  they  exercised  without  any 
further  interference. 

How  seasonable  and  salutary  those  measures  were  which 
aimed  at  the  extension  of  the  franchise  and  the  doing 
away  of  the  privileges  of  a  class,  we  may  gather  from 
many  features  of  the  Boman  history  of  that  time.  As 
early  as  313  b.o.^  the  last  remnant  of  the  old  cruel  law  of 
debt  disappeared:  on  the  proposal  of  the  dictator  C. 
Pcetelius.  imprisonment  for  debt  for  Boman  citizens  was 
abolished.  This  important  progress  towards  the  humane 
treatment  of  debtors,  which  is  not  yet  made  everywhere  in 
the  law  of  modem  Europe,  is  the  more  surprising  among 
the  Bomans,  as  they  were  formerly  accustomed  to  treat 
insolvent  debtors  like  criminals» 


>  This  is  perhaps  the  first  strike  on  record. 

*  Li  Ty,  iz.  30 :  '  Eius  rei  religio  tenuit  senatum.' 

'  iiiyy,  loc.  cU, :  *  Plaustris  in  foro  relictis,  plenos  crapnlie  eos  lux  oppressiL' 

*  Or  even  826  b.c.,  according  to  Livy,  viii.  28.    See  Niebohr,  Ronu  Geaek, 
i\l  178 ;   English  translation,  iii.  157. 
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A  fdräier  concession  to  the  people  related  to  the  election     CHAP, 
of  military  tribunes,  the  principal  officers  of  the  legion.  In  s.  ^' 


every  legion  there  were  six  of  these,  and  therefore  twenty-    339-286 
four  in  the  four  legions  annually  levied.     Originally  the 
consuls  had  the  right  to  appoint  them.    In  the  year  362  b.c.  Election  of 
the  election  of  six  of  them  was  given  to  the  people  ;^  now,  tribunes. 
in  811  B.O.,  it  was  decided  that  sixteen  should  be  annually 
elected  by  the  comitia  of  tribes.     It  is  not  possible  to  ex- 
plain this  change' from  military  motives.     The  nomination 
of  the  inferior  officers  by  the  commander-in-chief  is  surely 
preferable  to  a  popular  election.'    It  must  consequently 
be  presumed  that  the  election  of  the  legionary  tribunes 
by  the  people  had  for  its  object  to  make  the  advantage  of 
higher  pay,  larger  shares  in  the  division  of  the  spoils,  and 
of  grants  of  land  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  same  democratic  tendency  is  expressed  in  the  elec-  chirnle 
tion  of  Cn.  Flavins,  the  son  of  a  freedman,  as  curule  sedile  «^}Je«l»ip 

of  Cn. 

in  the  year  304  s.o.  Flavins  was  an  intimate  political  FUvins. 
friend  of  Appius  Claudius,  and  was  probably  by  his  reform 
admitted  to  the  full  rights  of  citizenship.  He  had  tiU  now 
belonged  to  the  influential  class  of  public  clerks,  a  class 
of  men  most  useful  and  indeed  indispensable  to  the 
public  magistrates,  who  did  not  pos8ess  the  knowledge  of 
detail  necessary  in  the  various  departments  of  the  public 
service.  The  magistrates  were  elected  to  office  through 
the  influence  of  their  family  and  party,  and  by  the  favour 
of  the  people,  not  on  account  of  aptitude  for  or  knowledge 
of  business,  and  they  remained  in  office  too  short  a  time  to 
make  up  for  their  defects.  The  public  clerks,  on  the  other 
hand,  made  their  living  by  doing  all  the  routine  work,  and 
they  devoted  themselves  entirely  and  permanently  to  their 
professional  duties.  They  were  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  rules,  customs,  traditions,  and  experiences  of 
office,  with  the  numerous  formularies  and  observances. 
There  were,  no  doubt,  among  them  men  of  great  skiU  and 
ability.     But  they  were  freedmen,  not  freebom  Bomans. 

"  Livy,  vii.  5.    See  above,  p.  346. 

*  This  appears  from  a  law  passed  in  171  b.c.  from  militaiy  eonsiderations : 
<Ne  txilmni  militnm  eo  anno  suffragiis  cxearentnr.' — ^Liyy,  zlii.  81. 
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Their  offices  were  not  honorary  but  stipendiary.*  It  was 
therefore  a  novel  and  a  bold  step  for  Cn.  Flayius  to  come 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  eedileship.  He  was  elected 
after  he  had  publicly  declared  that  he  would  no  longer 
practise  as  a  clerk.*  The  people,  in  electing  him,  showed 
their  freedom  from  the  old  prejudices  which  had  till  then 
confined  and  oppressed  them. 

Flavins  rendered  his  thanks  to  the  people  not  merely  by 
words,  but  by  the  performance  of  a  Ireal  service.  He 
undertook,  on  his  own  responsibility,  supported  by  Appius 
Claudius,  to  supplement  in  a  measuit«  the  laws  of  the 
Twelve  Tables,  inasmuch  as  he  published  a  legal  calendar 
and  a  liBt  of  forttiulas  which  had  to  be  used  in  the  courts 
of  law  in  civil  cases.'  The  publication  of  information 
which  until  now  had  intentionally  been  kept  secret  could 
not  have,  nor  was  it  meant  to  have^  the  effect  of  ren- 
dering the  couns^  of  lawyers  superfluous  in  friture.  But 
nevertheless  much  was  gained  if  the  knowledge  of  law 
was  made  at  last  accessible  to  all,  and  remained  no  longer 
the  monopoly  of  one  class.  Thus  the  translation  of  the 
Bible  into  the  vernacular  language  has  not  made  everyone 
a  theologian,  but  it  has  broken  the  spiritual  omnipotence 
of  the  clergy. 

A  further  mark  of  progress  was  the  admission  cf 
plebeians  to  the  priestly  offices  of  augurs  and  pontifices  by 
the  Ogulnian  law,  860  b.c.  l?his  innovation  was,  indeed, 
as  indicated  above,  not  of  great  political  importance/ 
It  concerned  more  the  great  plebeian  families  than  the 
plebeians  in  general.  But  it  was  in  some  measure  the 
ornamental  finish  of  the  newly  constituted  order  in  the 
state,  the  recognition  of  equality  between  all  Boman 
citizens  in  the  last  recesses  of  privilege.     Of  the  patri- 

1  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  the  parallel  case  of  government  clerks 
in  modern  constitutional  states  with  a  parliamentary  goTemment. 

'  Compare  Mr.  Goschen's  retirement  from  his  firm  on  his  taking  office. 

■  Livy,  ix.  46.  According  to  Pliny  (Hut,  Nat,^  xzziii.  6)  the  publication 
was  made  earlier,  whilst  Flayius  was  clerk  to  the  censor  Appius  Claudius.  It 
will  be  difficult  to  fix  the  time  satisfactorily. 

«  See  p.  334. 
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cian  ofSceB  there  remained  now  none  bat  that  of  the     CHAP, 
sacrificial  king,  those  of  the  three  high  flamines  and  the        ^"^• 


Saliarian  brethren — in  which  the  old  order  was  left  nn-    339-286 
touched  out  of  historic  veneration  for  these  honourable 
relics  of  antiquity — and  the  extraordinary  office  of  interrex. 

The  Boman  citizens  seemed  now  to  have  no  materials  Bene^ed 
left  for  internal  struggles.  Nevertheless,  hardly  ten  or  ^j^^en- 
fifteen  years  elapsed  in  perfect  peace.  After  the  end  of 
the  third  Samnite  war,  in  the  year  287  b.o.,  the  old  dis- 
sensions were  renewed.  The  wound  which  had  long  been 
healed  broke  open  again.  We  hea^  once  more  of  an  excess 
of  debt,  of  an  insurrection,  of  a  secession  of  the  plebs,  and 
of  new  concessions,  by  which  the  worst  was  prevented  and 
peace  again  restored.  This  fourtii  secession  of  the  plebs, 
and  the  laws,  connected  therewith,  of  the  dictator  Hor- 
tensius,  belong  to  the  many  mysteries  of  the  internal 
history  of  Eome,  of  which  we  can  hardly  expect  a 
satisfactory  explanation.  Still  the  attempt  must  be 
made,  as  far  as  our  imperfect  information  will  permit,  to 
understand  them. 

We  must  anticipate  a  little  the  foreign  history  of  Eome,  Agrarian 
and  connect  our  narrative  with  the  victorious  conclusion  ^*^  ?- 
of  the  third  Samnite  war.     The  war  had  cost  immense  Curiua 
sacrifices,  and  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  a  considerable  1^®°^*^- 
part  of  the  people  was  in  great  distress.    Now,  however, 
there  was  a  prospect  of  remedying  this  distress.     Large 
tracts  of  land  had  been  conquered,  and  were  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Boman  state  for  colonisation  and  division  to  im- 
poverished citizens.    An  agrarian  law  was  introduced  *  by 
the  plebeian  consul,  Manius  Carius,  the  conqueror  of  the 
Samnites  and  the  Sabines,  the  model  of  old  Eoman  con- 
tentment and  honesty.*    He  proposed  giving  assignments 
of  land  to  the  citizens  of  seven  jugera  each.*   That  he  found 
great  opposition  is   certain,*  but  of  the  causes   of  this 
opposition  we  are  not  informed.     Did  the  question  turn  on 

'  The  year  when  this  was  done  can  be  fixed  only  by  coiyecture. 

*  Valer.  Max.,  iy.  3,  5 :  '  Exactissima  norma  Komans  frugalitatis/ 

*  Yaler.  Max.,  iv.  3,  6.  *  Appian,  iii.  6. 
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the  selection  of  the  land  to  be  divided»  or  on  the  conditions 
of  the  proposed  assignments  of  land,  or,  even  as  Zonaras 
hints/  on  an  inunediate  liquidation  of  debts  9    We  do  not 
know  for  certain.     Still  we  may  perhaps  yentore  to  sup- 
pose that  the  question  was,  whether  assignments  of  land 
with  full  right  of  property  should  -be  made  in  districts 
which  the  great  land-owners  wished  to  keep  as  state  lands, 
in  order  by  occupation  to  appropriate  them  to  themaelves. 
Whatever  the  proposal  of  Curius  may  have  been,  the 
senate  and  the  nobility  opposed  the  execution  of  the  plan. 
By  two  previous  laws,  the  Valerian-Horatian  of  the  year 
449  B.C.  and  the  Publilian  of  the  year  339  b,o.,  it  was 
decided  that  the  plebeian  assembly  of  tribes  should  be 
permitted  to  exercise  the  right  of  legislation.'  But  whether 
these  laws,  as  probably  was  the  case,  were  so  limited  by 
particular  clauses  that  they  were  not  applicable  to  the 
case  in  question,  or  whether  the  nobility  tried  to  set  them 
aside  as  antiquated,  the  opposition  was  so  strong  that  the 
radical  measure  of  a  formal  secession  was  resorted  to  by 
the  popular  leaders  in  order  to  break  it.     The  people  re- 
tired to  the  Janiculus,  and  oould  only  be  induced  by  the 
danger  of  threatening  war  to  consent  to  the  proposals  of 
the  dictator  Q.  Hortensius.    The  condition  of  peace  was 
a  farther  confirmation  or  extension  of  the  old  laws,  which 
placed  the  comitia  of  tribes  on  a  par  with  the  comitia  of 
centuries  in  legislative  matters.'    That  is  all  that  we 
know  with   certainty  of  the  Hortensian  law,  and  this 
is  in  no  way  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  see  distinctly  the 
extent  and  the  meaning  of  it,  and  especially  to  determine 
the  relation  in  which  it  stood  to  the  two  earlier  laws  of 
similar  import.    We  do  not  know  either  how  the  dispute 
about  the  agrarian  law  was  settled,  and  we  can  only  sup- 
pose that  in  this  also  the  nobles  yielded.^ 

>  Zonaras,  TÜi.  2.  *  See  pp.  202,  871. 

'  GellitLB,  ZY.  27 :  '  Fostea  lex  Hortensia  lata,  qua  caatnm  est,  nt  plebiscits 
nniTersum  populum  tenereht'    Plinj,  Hist.  Nat.^  zyi.  10.    Gains,  i.  3. 

*  The  connexion  of  the  popular  movement  of  287  b.c.  with  the  agrarian  lav 
of  Curius  is  not  indicated  by  our  informants.  It  seems,  nererth^ess,  safe  to 
assume  it,  as  Niebuhr  {Rom.  Gesch,^  iii.  484  ff. ;  English  translation,  iii  420) 
and  Arnold  {ERst.  of  Rame,  ii.  377  IF.)  hare  done. 
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The  legislative  omnipotence  which,  by  the  Hortensian     CHAP, 
law,  was  given  or  confirmed  to  the  assembly  of  tribes,  ^    ^    ^ 
changed  Bome,  in  point  of  form,  into  a  pure  democracy,    ''•-^w 
The  comitia  centuriata,  in  which  the  citizens  were  divided 
into  five  classes  and  divisions  of  classes,  according  to  Increased 
property  and  age,  and  which  therefore  retained  the  prin-  JJ^*'  ® 
ciple  of  inequality  and  were  in  some  respects  aristo^  comitiftof 
cratically  organised,  had  now  only  the  election  of  consuls, 
prsetors,  and  censors  as  their  exclusive  privilege.     In  all 
other  matters  the  purely  democratic  comitia  of  tribes,  where 
heads  only  were  counted,  and  from  which  the  patricians 
were  even  excluded,  had  concurrent  authority.    The  ten- 
dency had  been  for  a  long  time  in  fieivour  of  an  increase 
of  the  power  of  the  assembly  of  tribes.    The  election  of 
the  newly-established  magistrates,  with  the  exception  of 
that  of  prsetors  and  censors,  was  given  to  the  tribes.^   The 
civil  legislation  seemed  quite  to  have  passed  over  to  them, 
and  even  questions  of  foreigu  policy,  involving  war  and 
peace,  were  regularly  laid  before  the  tribes.    The  cumber* 
some  comitia    of  centuries,  with  all  their  troublesome 
apparatus  of  auspices,  and  their  complicated  divisions  of 
seniors  and  juniors,  of  knights,  musicians,  smiths,  and 
carpenters,  seemed  antiquated  and  useless  for  common 
convenience.    The  time  for  their  transformation  and  adap^ 
tation  to  the  altered  circumstances  was  approaching.*    In 
the  meantime  the  comitia  of  tribes  developed  an  ever- 
increasing  activity.    They  were  free  from  those  religious 
formalities  from  which  the  mind  of  the  people  turned  away 
more  and  more,  especially  since  they  had  become  aware  of 
the  hypocrisy  practised  by  the  ruling  class.    The  tribunes 
of  the  people,  not  burdened  with  arduous  administrative 
functions,  such  especially  as  those  which  kept  other  officials 
away  from  the  town,  and  now  no  longer  called  upon  to 
render  legal  protection  to  the  plebeians  against  patrician 
magistrates,  had  leisure,  opportunity,  and  means,  as  it 

'  On  the  election  of  military  commanders  by  the  tribes  during  the  second 
Punic  war,  see  Lange,  Rom.  Alterth.^  ii.  462. 

>  The  reform  of  the  comitia  centuriata  took  place  241  b.c. 
YOL.  I.  Q  a 
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.BOOK  appears,  completely  to  rule  the  republic  through  the 
,_  ^'  ^  comitia  of  tribes.  How  easy  was  it  for  them  to  propose 
389-286  Qj^^  iq  carry  laws  for  grants  of  land,  for  the  reduction  of 
debt  and  the  distribution  of  money !  Was  it  to  be  expected 
that  the  people  would  control  themselves,  and  how  could 
there  be  wanting  demagogues  ready  to  avail  themselves  of 
fio  favourable  a  state  of  things  P  How  was  it  that  the 
republican  liberties  were  not  now  already  undermined  bj 
ambitious  men,  with  the  help  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people 
and  the  assembly  of  tribes  9  Yet  the  danger  lay  still  far 
off.  What  might  have  been  expected  did  not  happen. 
The  republican  spirit  was  yet  too  strong ;  and  the  position 
of  the  republic  with  regard  to  foreign  states  required 
the  co-operation  of  all  parties» 

But  more  especially  the  Boman  nobility  governed  as  a 
compact  body,  and  suffered  no  isolated  opposition  to  show 
itself;  they  kept  strict  discipline  among  themselves,  and,  in 
spite  of  all  democratic  innovations,  they  were  more  than  ever 
the  real  masters  and  rulers  of  the  commonwealth.  Eome 
was  a  complete  aristocracy  with  democratic  forms.  The 
PoBition  Boman  republic  was  practically  governed  by  the  senate, 
^it^^^^  which  was  composed  of  the  representatives  of  the  noble 
senate.  houses.  The  popular  assemblies,  which  had  neither  the 
right  of  initiative  nor  of  free  discussion,  were  only  the 
machinery  by  which  the  nobility  marked  their  measures 
with  the  legal  stamp.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  things  that  the 
population  of  a  town  cannot  govern  a  large  country.  The 
small  peasants  and  tradesmen  of  Bome  had  not  the  know- 
ledge necessary  for  the  regulation  of  public  affairs,  now  that 
the  state  was  so  much  extended.  The  professional  poli- 
ticians, who  composed  the  senate,  took  the  reins  into  their 
hands,  and  justified  this  usurpation  by  the  wonderfiil 
wisdom,  firmness,  and  circumspection  with  which  they 
governed.  They  controlled  the  election  of  magistrates,  and 
admitted  no  one  easily  of  whom  they  were  not  perfectly 
sure.  The  magistrates  so  chosen  they  kept  in  strict 
obedience  to  their  own  will.  Even  the  tribunes  of  the 
people  bowed  to  the  authority  of  the  senate,  and  were 
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from  this  time  forward  more  and  more  the  most  important     CHAP. 


•xrr 

servants  of  the  new  government.  Through  them  the  ^_  /  . 
senate  had  the  sanction  of  the  assemblies  of  the  people  at  ^39-286 
their  disposal,  and  their  right  of  intercession  was  a  means 
always  ready  to  overpower  the  resistance  of  any  refractory 
magistrate.  Thus  unity  of  will  was  infused  into  the  hete- 
rogeneous mass  of  authorities  which  seemed  so  admirably 
contrived  to  cause  mutual  hindrances  and  obstructions. 
The  senate  kept  this  position  until  the  end  of  the  republic. 
The  time  came  at  last,  however,  when  it  was  compelled  to 
abdicate  its  power.  The  empire  became  too  large  even  for 
the  senatorial  government  as  it  was  organised  in  Home. 
When  the  nobility  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  turn 
the  power  of  government  to  their  own  advantage,  monarchy 
stepped  in,  and  transformed  the  freedom  of  the  few,  which 
had  become  a  sham  and  a  nuisance,  into  an  equal  slavery 
for  all. 


o  0  2 
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BOOK 

HL 
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B.c. 

State  of 
the  müan- 
tain  tribes, 
aod  their 
lelationB 
with 
Borne, 


The  Becozid  Samnite  war,  which  ended  in  304  s.o.,  had 
pat  an  end  for  the  time  to  plans  of  conqnests  in  Cam- 
pania, and  even  to  the  predatory  inrasions  of  the  momi- 
tain  tribes.  The  Bomans  and  their  allies,  the  neigh- 
bours of  the  Samnites,  especially  those  in  Campania 
and  Apulia,  had  not  fought  the  war  for  the  conquest  of 
Samnium.  The  policy  of  Bome  did  not  yet  contemplate 
the  subjection  of  the  Samnites.  In  the  trealy  of  peace  the 
independence  of  the  Samnites  was  acknowledged.  Never- 
theless an  extension  of  the  Boman  power  took  place  in- 
directly at  the  expense  of  the  mountaineers.  The  whole 
district  on  the  Liris  and  Volturnus,  where  the  Volscian  and 
Ausonian  nations  lived,  was  withdrawn  from  their  in- 
fluence, and  had  to  submit  to  the  arrangements  which 
Bome  found  it  in  her  interest  to  make.  The  country  was 
secured  against  fiiture  attacks  by  numerous  colonies.  A 
great  part  of  the  land  changed  hands.  Boman  citizens 
and  Latins  settled  on  it  in  great  numbers.  The  towns 
that  remained  independent,  or  at  least  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  own  local  self-goveroment,  were  drawn  more  closely  to 
Bome,  as  Boman  municipia  and  allies,  and  furnished  hence- 
forth a  part  of  the  Boman  army.  Simultaneously  with 
this  increase  of  the  colonies  and  the  subject  population, 
the  state  grew  at  its  centre,  as  the  tribes  were  increased 
from  twenty-seven  (832  b.c.)  to  thirty-one  (318  B.c.),  and 
stretched  now  over  almost  every  part  of  ancient  Latium. 
These  thirty-one  districts,  together  with  the  colonies  and 
the  dependent  mimicipalities  and  prefectures,  formed  now 
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the  enlarged  Boman  state,  a  state  whicli  in  size  was  already 
the  largest  in  Italy,  and  which  in  centralised  organisation 
and  readiness  for  action  surpassed,  far  more  than  in  mere    298-290 
dimensions,  all  other  Italian  states. 

This  Boman  state  had,  moreover,  a  number  of  allies  on  The  allies 
whom,  in  case  of  a  war,  it  might  reckon  with  tolerable  Romans. 
certainty.  The  Sabellian  tribes  of  central  Italy,  the 
Marsians,  Pelignians,  Marracinians,  and  Yestinians  were, 
as  before,  friendly  to  Bome,  as  were  also  the  Apulians  and 
Lucanians,  from  their  hatred  of  their  neighbours,  the 
Samnites.  These  peoples,  it  is  true,  were  not  at  all  times 
to  be  relied  on.  Their  political  institutions  were  shifting 
and  irregular.  They  formed  confederations,  which  were 
unable  to  resist  the  strain  of  a  great  war,  and  were  swayed 
by  the  individual  interests  and  views  of  the  different  can- 
tons among  the  mountains,  or  the  several  towns  in  the 
Apulian  plain,  or  the  leaders  of  opposite  parties.  The  Lu- 
canians, above  all  the  rest,  were  divided  among  themselves 
and  uncertain  in  their  resolution  and  action.  It  could  not, 
of  course,  be  expected  of  these  people  that  they  should  hold 
the  interest  of  Bome  dearer  than  their  own ;  and  if  Bome 
committed  errors  by  leaving  them  exposed  to  the  common 
enemy,  or  by  treating  them  harshly,  or  calling  upon  them 
to  make  too  great  sacrifices,  the  natural  consequence  was, 
that  they  felt  the  protection  of  the  Bomans  more  burden- 
some than  the  enmity  of  the  Samnites.  Thus,  in  the 
course  of  the  second  Samnite  war,  there  had  arisen  hos- 
tilities between  Bome  and  her  allies  which  the  Boman 
annalists  took  advantage  of,  in  order  to  be  able  to  relate 
victories  of  the  Bomans  over  these  nations.' 

After  the  termination  of  the  second  Samnite  war,  in  the  Consolida- 
year  304  B.c.,  these  alliances  were  renewed,  first  with  the  R^^an*^* 
Marsians,  Pelignians,  Marrucinians,  and  Yestinians,  and  a  state, 
few  years  later  with  the  Picentians,  the  Lucanians,  and  the 
Apulians.^    Thus  Samnium  was  completely  hemmed  in,  on 
the  one  side  by  Bome  herself,  and  on  the  other  side  by  her 

»  Bee  p.  428. 

*  Diodorufl,  zz.  101.    Livy,  z.  3,  10.    Dlonysius,  zvi.  11, 
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allies.  The  Romans  had  full  liberty  to  complete  that 
organisation  of  the  state  which  was  commenced  bj  chang- 
ing the  Latin  allies  into  Soman  citizens,  by  extending 
the  Boman  tribes  over  Latium,  by  the  establishment  of 
colonies,  dependent  municipalities,  and  prefectures.  In 
this  direction  the  Bomans  now  proceeded  further.  Im- 
mediately afber  the  close  of  the  war  with  the  Samnites,  the 
^quians,  the  old  obstinate  enemies  and  tiresome  neigh- 
bours, who  had  so  often  harassed  and  alarmed  the  Boman 
republic  in  its  infancy,  were  subdued  and  quieted  for  ever. 
The  town  of  Alba,  in  their  country,  near  Lake  Fucinus, 
was  changed  into  a  Boman  colony,  and  a  strong  garrison 
of  6,000  men  was  placed  there.*  The  town  of  Sora  in  the 
country  of  the  Volscians,  on  the  Liris,  which  had  been 
temporarily  in  the  possession  of  the  Bomans  during  the  war, 
received  a  garrison  of  4,000  Latin  colonists.  These  colonies 
could  not  be  founded  without  large  confiscations  of  laud 
and  spoliation  of  the  former  owners.  It  is  therefore  clear 
why  the  iBquians,  in  the  year  following,  made  a  desperate 
attempt  to  destroy  the  colony  of  Alba.  They  remembered 
the  time  when  by  their  attacks  they  were  able  to  terrify 
even  Bome,  and  probably  they  forgot  the  great  changes 
which  had  taken  place  since.  By  this  act  they  hastened 
their  complete  subjection.  In  spite  of  their  obstinate  re- 
sistance, their  country  was  incorporated  with  Bome  in  the 
year  following  (300  b.c.),  and  two  new  Boman  tribes*  were 
formed  of  it.^ 

'  Livy,  X.  1.  It  is  strange  that  Alba  is  stated  to  have  been  an  JEqulin 
town ;  it  seems  to  have  been  situated  in  the  country  of  the  Marsians.  We  bare 
here  another  indication  to  show  how  Tague  the  notions  of  the  Roman  writers 
were  on  geographical  facts. — See  above,  pp.  404,  417.  The  same  remark  applies 
to  what  is  reported  of  Carseoli.  Livy  (x.  3)  says  that  Carseoli  was  situated  in 
the  country  of  the  Marsians,  which,  considering  it  was  to  the  west  of  Alba. 
which  he  calls  ^Slquian,  is  rather  strange.  But  soon  after  (x.  13)  Li vy  con- 
tradicts his  former  statement,  and,  following  no  doubt  another  annalist, 
informs  us,  that  Carseoli  lay  in  the  country  of  the  .Squicoli,  which  is  oalj 
another  name  for  .^ui.  '  Tri  bus  Aniensis  and  Terentina. 

'  The  resistance  of  the  .^uians  on  this  occasion  proves,  if  proof  were 
wanted,  that  the  establishment  of  new  tribes  was  far  from  being  necessarily  & 
benefit  for  the  old  inhabitants  and  owners  of  the  land,  and  that  not  they  but 
Boman  colonists  were  the  constituents  and  voters  of  the  new  tribes. — See  p.  260. 
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The  Volscian  towns  of  Arpinum  and  Trebula  received  CHAP, 
the  Koman  citizenship,  without  honorary  rights  (the  civitas  .  ^^}'  ^ 
9ine  sujffragio) — that  is,  they  were  made  subject  towns  or  298-290 
municipia;  the  town  of  IVusino,  in  the  country  of  the 
Hernicans,  was  punished  by  having  a  third  of  its  land  ^^^^ 
confiscated,  because  the  inhabitants  were  charged  with  colonieB. 
having  excited  the  Hernicans  to  revolt.  The  beheading 
of  the  leaders  of  this  alleged  conspiracy  ended  this  episode, 
and  re-established  peace  in  the  small  town  of  Frusino,  of 
whose  sad  fate  we  only  hear  accidentally.  Probably  it  was 
not  the  only  place  in  which  the  Eomans  established  peace 
and  submission  in  that  effectual  but  inhuman  manner 
which  was  peculiarly  their  own.  The  next  colony  to  be 
established  was  Carseoli,  in  the  country  of  the  Marsians,  to 
which  in  301  B.c.  no  less  than  4,000  colonists  were  sent. 
This  foundation  also  called  forth,  Uke  that  of  Alba,  the 
opposition  of  those  at  whose  expense  and  in  whose  country 
it  was  made.  But  the  Marsians  resisted  in  vain.  They 
were  subdued  by  the  dictator  M.  Valerius  Maximus,  and 
their  old  alliance  with  Borne,  it  is  said,  was  renewed ;  by 
which  we  are  to  understand  that  Eome,  for  the  present, 
forbore  to  take  from  them  more  than  the  town  and  the 
district  of  Carseoli.  The  frontier  of  the  republic  was  now 
sufficiently  protected  on  the  south  and  east  by  the  chain 
of  colonies,  which  extended  from  Campania,  along  the 
valley  of  the  Liris,  as  far  as  the  Anio,  and  which  consisted 
of  Cales,  Suessa,  Interamna,  Fregellse,  Sora,  Alba,  and 
Carseoli.*  In  the  north  Sutrium  and  Nepete  were  still  the 
only  military  strongholds,  and  between  these  towns  and 
Carseoli  the  valley  of  the  Tiber  offered  the  easiest  and 
most  natural  road  for  an  advance  upon  Borne,  should  the 
Etruscans  or  the  Umbrians  be  in  a  condition  to  undertake 
a  war  in  that  quarter.'    Hithertp  it  had  not  been  found 

'  The  colony  of  Casinum  is  doubtful«  Compare  Th."  Mommseu  in  Rheiai'^ 
isches  Museum^  1853,  p.  623. 

^  This  explains  the  terror  prevailing  in  Rome  in  the  second  Samnite  war, 
when  the  Komans  apprehended  an  attack  on  the  part  of  the  Umbrians. — Liyy, 
ix.  41 :  *  £xpertis  Gallica  clade  quam  intutam  urbem  incolerent' 
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BOOK  necessary  to  stop  this  approach  to  Some  by  a  fortified 
^  ,  "•  place,  because  the  northern  neighbours  of  Borne  gave  no 
29&-290  Q^jj^^  {qj»  serious  apprehension.  They  had  not  materially 
affected  the  war  of  Some  with  Samnium,  for  ihe  alleged 
exploits  of  Q.  Fabius  Maximns  against  the  Etruscans  and 
Umbrians,  in  the  course  of  the  second  Samnite  war,  were, 
as  we  have  seen,  in  reality  of  very  small  importance.  If 
the  Bomans  found  it  necessary  now  to  erect  a  fortification 
on  the  northern  frontier,  the  cause  must  be  looked  for 
in  the  movements  of  the  Gauls,  who,  strengthened 
by  reinforcements  from  beyond  the  Alps,  now  bega^ 
again  to  harass  northern  Italy.  Since  the  conquest  and 
destruction  of  their  town  by  the  Gauls,  the  Bomans 
entertained  a  deep-rooted  terror  of  these  impetuous  bar- 
barians.^ Nothing  was  so  calculated  to  produce  uneasi- 
ness and  undignified  anxiety,  not  only  among  the  mass  of 
the  people  but  in  the  senate  itself,  generally  the  model  of 
firmness  and  resolution,  as  the  news  of  the  approach  of 
the  Gauls.'  They  had  marched  along  the  Tiber  in  the 
year  of  the  battle  of  the  Allia.  It  was  therefore  for  the 
defence  of  this  road  that  the  Bomans  now  took  possession 
of  the  ümbrian  town  of  Nequinum,  which  lay  close  to  the 
river  Nar,  near  its  junction  with  the  Tiber.  This  town, 
from  henceforth  called  Namia,  impregnable  by  its  situa- 
tion on  steep  rocks,  and  almost  surrounded  by  the  Nar, 
became  a  Boman  colony,  and  filled  up  the  gap  which  till 
now  had  existed  between  Sutrium  and  Nepete  on  the  one 
side,  and  Carseoli  on  the  other.* 

A  further  precautionary  measure  of  the  Bomans  against 
the  dangers  which  threatened  them  from  the  Gauls  was  the 
keeping  up  or  the  renewal  of  the  good  understanding  with 
the  Etruscan  towns  which  formed  the  bulwark  of  Borne 
against  the  barbarians.  Even  during  their  first  disastrous 
invasion,  the  Bomans,  it  is  said,  had  made  an  attempt  to 
interpose  on  behalf  of  the  town  of  Clusium.     They  now 

>  See  above,  p.  266. 

'  Compare  Livy,  x.  10:  '  Rome  tenorem  pnebuit  fama  Gallic!  tamultus.' 

•  Livy.  X.  9,  10. 


Relations 
with  the 
EtniBcans. 
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availed  themselves  of  internal  disturbances  in  Arretinm^  to     CHAP. 

XII 
establish  in  that  town  a  government  entirely  dependent 


on  themselves.     A  civil  war  had  broken  out  in  this  town,    298-290 

B.c. 

which  led  to  the  expulsion  of  the  noble  house  of  the  Cil- 
nii,*  and  probably  raised  the  democratic  party  to  power. 
The  Eomans  showed  themselves  here,  as  everywhere,  the 
jfriends  of  the  nobility,  and  sent  out  an  army  at  the 
request  of  the  expelled  Cilnii  to  bring  them  back  again. 
This  was  effected  without  much  difficulty,  and  we  may 
presume  that  the  nobles,  now  in  possession  of  the 
government  of  Arretium,  had  from  this  time  forward  a 
double  reason  for  clinging  to  Borne,  because  they  were 
safe  only  by  *Boman  assistance  against  their  internal 
enemies  as  well  as  against  the  attacks  of  the  Gauls.' 
This  iutervention  in  Arretium  was,  as  Livy  says,^  in  some 
aunaJs  represented  as  a  regular  war  of  Ilome  with  Etruria. 
The  dictator  M.  Valerius  Maximus  is  made  the  hero  of 
this  war.  It  is  related  with  much  detail  how  he  repaired 
a  fault  of  the  master  of  the  horse,^  how  he  defeated  the 
Etruscans  in  great  battles,  and  compelled  them  to  accept 
a  humiliating  peace.  The  domestic  annalists  of  the 
Valerians®  have  undoubtedly  enriched  the  history  of  Rome 
with  this  war,  and  they  found  ready  credence  with  a  public 
so  ignorant  and  so  incapable  of  critical  discrimination  as 

'  It  appears  from  Livy's  statement  (iz.  38)  that  Arretium  had,  during  the 
second  Samnite  war,  been  friendly  to  Borne,  or  at  least  neutral.  Nevertheless, 
soon  after  Liry  reports  (ix.  37)  that  she  sued  for  peace.  If  the  two  statements 
are  correct,  it  seems  that,  by  an  internal  revolution  in  Arretium,  the  power 
passed  from  the  nobles,  the  friends  of  Rome,  to  the  democratic  party. 

'  The  Cilnii  were  the  princes  from  whom  Cilnius  Mecenas  traced  his  de- 
scent.    Hor.  Od,  i.  1,  1. 

»  Polybius,  ii.  19,  7.  *  Livy,  x.  6. 

*  Livy  does  not  venture  to  decide  who  this  Magister  Equitum  was.  Some 
called  him  M.  ^milius  Lepidus,  other  Qi  Fabius  Maximus.  The  accounts 
referring  to  the  events  of  301  b.c.  are  indeed  in  great  confusion.  The  Fasti 
contain  the  names  of  no  consuls  for  this  year,  but  only  those  of  dictators,  with 
considerable  variations.  Q.  Fabius  Maximus  is  named  by  one  authority  dicta- 
tor, by  another  master  of  the  horse. 

*  One  of  the  most  notorious  falsifiers  of  the  Koman  annals  was  Valerius 
Antias,  who,  proud  of  the  great  name  of  Valerius,  seems  to  have  lost  no  oppor«- 
tunity  of  glorifying  the  great  men  of  that  family. 
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the  Bomans.  Fortunatelj  we  leaxn  from  Livj  that  some  of 
the  annalists  did  not  relate  these  mendacious  stories.'  We 
owe  these  annalists  our  best  thanks.  Their  sUenee  enables 
us  to  clear  away  the  fictions  which  render  the  Roman  policy 
of  that  time  completely  incomprehensible  and  absurd.  We 
may  now  maintain  that  the  Boman  senate  was  not  guilty 
of  the  folly  of  undertaking  a  war  with  the  Etruscans  and 
Umbrians,  in  addition  to  that  which  threatened  them  from 
the  Samnites  and  the  G^uls,  and  moreover  that  the 
former  two  nations  saw  the  necessity  of  seeking  Boman 
protection  against  the  greatest  danger  to  which  they 
could  be  exposed,  th^  danger  of  being  extirpated,  like  their 
kinsmen  in  the  north,  by  the  savage  barbarians  of  GauL 

Eome  had  thus  made  use  of  the  six  years  of  peace,  when, 
in  298  B.C.,  a  new  war  threatened  to  break  out  with  the 
Samnites.  The  cause  was  furnished  by  the  Lucanians. 
This  people  was  agitated  by  incessant  internal  dissensions; 
the  democratic  party  were  averse  to  the  connexion  with 
Bome,  and  sought  among  the  Sanmites  a  support  against 
their  political  enemies.  It  was  decidedly  in  the  interest 
of  the  Bomans  to  keep  the  Lucanians,  as  their  allies,  in  a 
sort  of  dependence,  and  to  allow  no  Samnite  influence  to 
supplant  their  own.  They  sent  a  message  therefore  to  the 
Samnites,  requesting  them  to  desist  from  interference  in 
Lucania.  The  Samnites  declined  ^o  obey  this  arrogant 
injunction,  which  assumed  a  superiority  they  were  in 
no  way  ready  to  concede,  and  the  war  broke  out  anew.* 

The  relative  strength  of  the  two  belligerent  states  was  in 
the  year  298  b.c.  very  different  from  that  which  it  had 
been  thirty  years  before.  Bome  had  during  that  time 
become  indisputably  the  first  power  in  Italy ;  the  Samnites 
were  internally  weakened  and  cut  off  all  round  from  their 
cognate  races.  Their  attempts  to  make  conquests  in 
Campania,  in  the  country  of  the  Yolscians,  and  in  Apulia, 
had  been  frustrated,  and  these  countries  had  come  alto- 
gether into  the  possession  or  under  the  influence  of  Eome. 
The  Samnites  owed  pnly  to  the  wild  mountains  which  thej 

»  Liry,  X.  5.  *  Livy,  x.  11,  12. 
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inhabited  the  preservation  of  their  independence  and  the     CHAP. 

continued   importance    of  their  friendship   or   hostility.   . ^J— . 

liVhen  we  recollect  how  Igng  the  mountain  tribes  of  the  298-290 
Caucasus  defied  the  colossal  power  of  Russia,  how  the  moun- 
tains of  Switzerland  were  strongholds  of  independence, 
vre  can  understand  that  the  rude  inhabitants  of  the  high- 
lands of  the  Apennines,  though  often  beaten,  could  make 
tbemselyea  again  terriblei^  The  loss  of  the  pasturage  on 
the  Apqlian  plains  and  the  devastations  of  the  long  wars 
compelled  the  Samnites  n^re  and  more  to  live  by  plunder, 
and  their  predatory  expeditions  became  a  general  grievance. 
The  Eomans  therefore  always  found  allies,  ready  under 
their  guidance  to  keep  ofiF  these  troublesome  neighbours. 

The  first  year  of  the*  third  Sanjnite  war,  898  b.c.,  is  of  Campaign 
particular  interest  for  the  Roman  history.     In  the  epitaph  Cornelius 
of  L.  Cornelius  Scipio,  the  eonsul  of  this  year,  which  was  Scipio. 
fotmd  in  Rome  in  the  year  1780,  we  possess  a  valuable,  if 
not  the  oldest,  document  of  the  republic  which  has  come 
down  to  posterity  in  the  original.     On  this  account  alone 
the  inscription  desenres  especial  respect  and  attention ;  at 
the  sam^  time  it  exhibits  so  fully  the  characteristics  of  the 
oldest  family  traditions,  from  which  mostly  the  annalists 
have  gleaned  their  facts,  that  we  may  pause  for  a  moment  to 
examine  the  epitaph.     Composed  in  the  Satumian  verse — 
the  rude  Italian  rhythm  which  was  afterwards  superseded 
by  the  refined  and  elaborate  metres  of  the  Greeks — the 
epitaph  runs  thus^ : — 

Cornelius  Lucius  Scipio  Barbatijs, 

A  noble  father's  offspring,  a  brave  man  i^d  wise, 

Whose  beauty  was  equalled  only  by  his  virtue. 

Who  among  you  was  consul,  censor,  and  sedile, 

Took  Taurasia  and  Cisauna  in  Samnium, 

Subdued  all  Lucania,  and  carried  away  hostages. 
—  , ■  fc 

'  '  Cornelius  Lucius  Scipio  Barbatus 

Qpaivod  patre  prognatus  foirtis  vir  sapi^nsquQ 

Quoius  forma  virtutei  parisuma  fuit 

Consul  censor  sedilis  quei  fuit  apud  vos 

Taurasia  Cis&una  Samnio  cepit 

Subigit  omne  Loucana  opsldesque  abdoncit/ 
— OrcUi,  Inscr.  Lat.y  i.  149.    See  also  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Credibility  of  Eatfg 
Bo  man  History  y  i.  188. 
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rative  of  Livj  we  meet  with  contradictions  which  appear 
26»-290    irreconcilable.     According  to  Livy,^  Scipio    never  com- 
.     manded  but  in  Etruria,  where  he  fought  a  drawn  battle 
in  the         with  the  Etruscans  at  Yolaterrse,  gaining  great  spoils  but 
narrative,    maüng  ^q  conquests.  His  colleague  in  the  consulship,  Cn. 
Fulvius,  on  the  other  hand,  fought,  according  to  Livj,  with 
success  against  the  Sanmites  atBovianum.    The  towns  of 
Taurasia  and  Cisauna  are  not  mentioned,  and   are  al- 
together unknown.    Finally,  Livj  says  nothing  of  a  defeat 
of  the  Lucanians.     It  might  seem,  then,  that  we   are 
compelled  to  pronounce  the  story  of  Livy  to  be  erroneous, 
or  the  epitaph  to  be  forged.     Yet,  on  a  closer  examination, 
we  find  that  there  is  in  both  a  nucleus  of  historical  truth, 
that  in  one   point  they  mutually  confirm  one   another, 
but  that  both  suffer  from  the  fundamental  fault  of  the 
Eoman  annals — from  boundless   exaggerations  and  mis- 
representations. 
Treaty  The  treaty  of  Rome  with  the  Lucanians  was  renewed 

Lucanians,  in  the  year  298  b.c.,  when  the  latter,  owing  to  the  attacks 
298  B.c.  ^f  ^-j^Q  Samnites,  thought  it  advisable  to  call  in  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Romans.  On  this  occasion  the  Lucanians, 
as  a  pledge  of  their  fidelity,  sent  a  number  of  hostages 
to  Rome — a  precautionary  measure  which  the  Romans, 
knowing  the  inconstancy  of  the  Lucanian  character,  from 
their  experience  in  former  wars,  found  quite  necessary.' 
This  took  place  during  the  consulship  of  L.  Cornelius 
Scipio  Barbatus,  and  he  wa«  himself  probably  intrusted 
with  receiving  the  hostages.  So  far  the  annalistic  accounts 
of  Livy  and  Dionysius  agree  with  the  epitaph  of  Scipio. 
But  the  famuy  vanity  of  the  Scipios  was  not  satisfied  with 
such  an  insignificant  part  played  by  L*  Cornelius.  With 
the  usual  and  unscrupulous  exaggeration  of  Roman  family 
chroniclers,  a  war  and  the  subjection  of  the  whole  of 

»  Livy,  X.  12. 

'  Livy,  X.  11.  Dionysins,  xvi.  11.  Perhaps  the  hostages  were  taken  from 
the  families  of  the  party  hostile  to  Rome  and  friendly  to  the  Satnnites,  as  sup- 
posed by  Niebuhr,  Bom.  Gesch.,  iii.  420 ;  English  transUtion«  iii.  360. 
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Lucania  were  premised  as  preliminary  steps  to  the  reception 
of  hostages.^  For  could  it  be  supposed  that  Eome  should 
conclude  ^  treaty  of  peace  with  a  foreign  nation  unless 
she  had  first  defeated  them  ?'  That  such  an  exaggeration 
is  first  found  in  a  family  document  is  quite  natural^  and  it 
is  almost  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  fable  of  the  entire  sub- 
jection of  the  Lucanians  was  not  received  into  the  current 
history  of  the  nation  compiled  from  such  materials.  This 
woald  certainly  have  been  done  if  there  had  not  been  in 
existence  in  the  time  of  the  third  Samnite  war  some  inde- 
pendent historical  records,  which  to  some  extent  controlled 
the  licence  of  the  family  panegyrists. 

The  conquest  of  Taurasia  and  Cisauna  in  Samnlum,  CoDquest 
which  is  mentioned  in  the  epitaph,  may  be  received  as  ^^  and 
historical,  although  Livy  does  not  refer  to  it ;  but  these  Cisaima. 
places  may  have  been  very  small  and  insignificant,  as 
they  are  not  forthex  mentioned  ai^d  their  locality  cannot 
be  determined. 

It  is  strange  that  the  epitaph  of  Scipio  says  nothing  of  Alleged 
his  alleged  campaign  in  Etruria,  which  Livy  dwells  upon  campaign 
at  length,  and  in  which  a  family  eulogist  would  surely  of  Scipio. 
have  foxmd  materials  for  ample  praise.     We  are  justified 
by  this  discreet  silence  in  supposing  that  the  whole  of  that 
Etruscan  campaign  is  a  fiction,  and  to  this  conclusion  we 
are  led  by  general  considerations.     The  Etruscans  and  the 
Umbrians  were,  by  their  geographical  situation,  exposed  to 
the  first  attacks  of  the  Gauls,  and  had  no  choice  but  to 

'  Such  exaggerations,  however,  could  not  be  yentnred  upon,  it  seems,  eren 
in  the  recess  of  a  family  sepulchre,  whilst  the  memory  of  erents  was  uncor- 
rupted  by  lapse  of  time.  It  is,  therefore,  probable  that  the  epitaph  in  question 
was  not  composed  immediately  after  the  death  of  Scipio.  In  the  first  Funic 
war,  however,  when  a  whole  generation  had  passed  away,  family  vanity  had 
free  scope  to  deal  with  the  events  of  the  third  Samnite  war  as  it  seemed  desir- 
able. The  epitaph  of  the  elder  Scipio  is  therefore  certainly  not  older  than  the 
time  of  the  first  Punic  war,  and  it  bears  moreover  internal  evidence  of  being 
later  than  the  epitaph  of  L.  Cornelius  Scipio,  consul  of  259,  found  in  the 
same  fkmily  tomb. — See  Kitschl,  Rhein.  Museum,  1854,  p.  1  ff.  It  often  hap- 
pens that  the  first  portraits  in  a  family  gallery  and  the  first  chapters  of  a 
family  or  a  national  history  are  of  more  recent  origin  than  some  which  follow 
in  the  line.— See  above,  p.  279  et  teq. 

*  See  above,  p.  165. 
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BOOK  look  to  Eome  for  assistance.  They  always  did  this  when 
,  ™-  .  an  invasion  of  the  Gauls  was  expected.*  Accordingly 
298-290  we  cannot  conceive  any  of  the  Etruscan  and  Umbrian 
wars  to  have  been  possible.  The  alleged  campaign 
of  Scipio  is  one  of  these.  -  It  is  moreover  condemned 
as  unhistorical  by  the  character  of  the  narrative  itself. 
Livy  describes  a  number  of  warlike  operations  which  have 
neither  meaning  nor  object  nor  result,  except  that  in  the 
end  the  Romans  make  *  much  booty.'"*  He  relates*  that 
the  Etruscans  had  intended  to  break  the  peace  with  Rome, 
but  were  prevented  by  an  attack  of  the  Gauls  from  carrying 
out  this  intention.^  The  Gauls,  then,  as  is  further  related, 
were  persuoAed  by  money  to  desist  from  attacking  Etruria, 
but  would  not  consent  to  march  upon  Ilome.  ^ow  the 
Etruscans,  hating  narrowly  escaped  a  war  with  the  Gknls, 
began,  without  provocation,  a  ^ar  with  Eome,  and  this 
war  ended  Without  any  result.   If  such  wonderful  vagaries 

>  For  instftnce  ten  years  later,  as  relate  by  Poljbius  (ii.  19  §{  7, 8)  and  again 
in  825  B.c.  on  which  occasion  Poljbios  (ii.  23)  remarks :  «rvnyyycrro  S'ovrMf 
(%.e,  *F»fAtdois)  irdrra  iral  wearrax^Oty  Iroi/imr  KarcarwwKriyfjUvoi  yiip  ol  rJ^jr  'iraXiay 
oUovwrts  c2f  r^vr&y  FoXarwi'  t^c^Vy  oIk  tti  iPw/uoIoty  nyovvrolrufißaxuyoM  rtfl 
r^s  ro^»y  ffytftoMas  ylyvwdai  rhy  viKtiMy^  iAX&  irtpi  a^&y  MiAtQuy  ttenarog  «d 
ircp}  {Sias  TilXcwy  irai  x^P^'  ^c^cpcoi^ai  rhy  Kty^vyoy.  Succeeding  writers  are 
more  and  more  given  to  the  folly  of  representing  the  Etruscans  as  the  enemi« 
of  Eome.  Livy  (x.  18)  implies  at  least,  thougli  he  does  not  say  explicitly,  that 
no^a//the  Etruscans  and  Ümbrians  were  hostile.  But  Floras  (i.  17)  says: 
' '  Etruscomm  duodecim  populi,  Umbri  ad  id  tempus  intacti,  Samnitinm  i«liqai 
in  excidium  Eomani  nominis  conspirant.'  Whilst  Polybius  (ii.  19),  speaking  of 
the  war  between  Rome  and  the  Gauls  of  28d  B.c.,  mentions  the  Etruscans  of 
Arretium  as  the  allies  of  Home,  Appian  (iii.  6;  iv.  11)  considers  them  as 
auxiliaries  of  the  Oauls.  The  iRoman  writers  made  of  a  war  in  Etruria  a  war 
against  Etruria.  Error  very  conveniently  came  to  the  assistance  of  national 
vanity. 

*  The  battle  of  Scipio  has  a  suspicions  resemblance  to  that  which  Valerius 
Publicola  fought  with  the  Veientines  in  the  first  year  of  the  republic  (Livy,  ii. 
6).  Livy  relates  (x.  2) :  '  Pugnatum  maiore  parte  diei  magna  utrimque  caede. 
Nox  incertis  qua  data  victoria  esset  intervenit.  Lux  insequens  victorem 
victumque  ostendit»'  "What  a  poverty  of  invention  does  such  a  repetition 
argue! 

■  Livy,  X.  10. 

*  The  annals  of  this  time,  we  should  think,  can  hardly  be  expected  to  record 
intentions  of  a  foreign  power  which  were  not  carried  out.  Those  who  report 
what  they  cannot  know,  should  always  be  suspected. 
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were  recorded  by   trustworthy  contemporary  witnesses,     CHAP. 

we  should  accept  them  with  astonishment  and  try  to  . r-^ 

understand  them;  but  the  evidence  which  we  possess  ^^^^^^^ 
is  not  of  a  character  to  bear  down  the  doubts  suggested 
by  the  narrative ;  and  even  if  the  epitaph  of  Scipio,  in- 
stead of  being  silent  on  the  Etruscan  war,  were  to  agree 
with  Livy's  account,  we  should  feel  justified  in  doubting 
its  tiTith. 

The  great  migration  of  the  Cells,  which  in  the  first  half  Renewed 
of  the  third  century  before  Christ  threatened  the  civilised  q"'^" 
countries  of  antiquity  on  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  which  Cknls, 
terminated  in  the  foundation  of  the  Galatian  State  in  Asia 
Minor,  affected  Italy  also,  and  the  Gauls  actually  took 
a  part  in  the  wars  of  the  native  populations.  The  news  of 
the  approach  of  new  Grallic  hordeis  had  already  occasioned 
some  anxiety  in  Some,  and,  as  we  have  supposed,  given 
cause  for  the  establishment  of  the  colony  of  Namia.*  But 
principally  the  Umbrians  and  Etruscans  were  threatened 
by  the  invaders.  The  Samnites  had,  on  account  of  their 
geographical  position,  their  wild  mountains,  and  their 
poverty,  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Gauls — on  the  contrary 
much  to  hope,  if  they  could  only  ally  themselves  with 
them  against  Bome.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  just  now  the 
threatened  invasion  of  the  Gauls  induced  the  Samnites  to 
try  again  the  fortune  of  war,  for  in  a  division  of  the 
Boman  forces  lay  their  only  hope  of  success.  For  this 
purpose  they  sent,  in  the  third  year  of  the  war,  an  army  to 
TJmbria,  under  Gellius  Egnatius,  to  join  the  Gauls.*  The 
Bomans,  it  seems,  turned  their  attention  also  towards  the 
north,  and  the  war  in  Samnium  was  carried  on  with  but 
little  energy,  so  that  in  ^96  b.c.  the  Samnites  were  able  'A^i>  i^X 
to  undertake  another  plundering  expedition  into  Campania, 
and  the  Romans  established  two  colonies,  Sinuessa  and 
Mintumse,  for  the  protection  of  this  country.  The  consul 
Appius  Claudius  was  sent  to  Etruria  in  the  year  296  b.c., 

'  See  above,  p.  466. 

'  According  to  the  Roman  version  {lAry,  x.  16),  this  army  was  driven  out  of 
Samnium  bj  the  Bomaus  I 
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BOOK  bnt  was  not  yerj  sncceBsfnl,^  until  his  colleague  L. 
Yolnmnias  came  to  his  assistance.  The  danger  became 
more  and  more  serious,  and  for  the  year  295  b.c.  the 
first  general  of  the  time,  Q.  Fabius  Maximus  Rullianus, 
was  elected  consul.  He  requested  the  people  to  give 
him  as  colleague  the  plebeian  P.  Decius  Mus.*  All 
preparations  were  now  made  which  seemed  required  to 
meet  the  coming  danger.  The  senate  ordered  the  courts 
of  law  to  be  closed.  Troops  were  levied,  freedmen  and 
freebom  Bomans,  old  men  as  well  as  young,  were  called 
to  arms.'  This  terror  was  probably  caused  by  a  most 
disastrous  calamity  which  had  overtaken  L.  Cornelius 
Scipio  BarbatuB,  then  propraetor  in  Etruria,  and  which  had 
awakened  afresh  the  old  terror  of  the  Gauls.  A  whole 
legion  had  been  surprised  and  annihilated  by  the  barbarians, 
so  that,  according  to  some  reports,  not  one  man  escaped 
who  could  have  brought  the  intelligence,  and  the  feurfc  was 
known  only  by  the  Gallic  horsemen  galloping  up  to  the 
consuls'  army,  carrying  on  their  lances  the  heads  of  their 
enemies,  and  shouting  songs  of  triumph.^ 

>  According  to  Llvy  (x.  18,  19,  20)  he  fought  with  the  Etroscans.  See, 
however,  above,  p.  462,  note  1. 

*  Kot  less  than  four  times  (Livy,  x.  9,  13,  22 ;  Valer.  Max.  ir.  1)  we  i«ad 
the  story  that  Fabius  refused  to  accept  the  consulship  which  was  forced  upon 
him.  This  was  a  fine  opportunity  for  the  Roman  annalists  to  display 
their  rhetorical  bombast,  nor  could  Liry  make  up  his  mind  to  let  it  pass  by. 
But  he  was  at  least  honest  enough  to  say  (x.  9)  that  the  anecdote  was  leportfd 
by  Licinius  Macer  and  Tubero,  and  not  by  Piso,  who  was  of  older  date,  liry 
does  not  mention  Fabius  Pictor,  so  that  it  is  possible  that  this  father  of  Roman 
history  did  not  speak  of  it.  It  seems  that  some  of  the  worst  faults  of  the 
Roman  annalists  grew  up  in  the  time  after  the  second  Punic  war,  when 
emulation  with  the  Greeks  tempted  the  Roman  historians  to  adorn  the  diy 
annals  of  their  predecessors  with  effective  rhetorical  writing  and  wonderful  facts. 

'  Livy,  X.  21 :  *  Kx  £truria  allatum  erat  .  .  .  Gellium  Egnatium  Gallos 
pretio  ingenti  sollicitare.  His  nuntiis  senatus  conterritus  iustitium  indid, 
delectum  omnis  generis  hominum  baberi  iussit,'  etc.  Liry,  x.  26 :  '  Gallid 
tumultus  pnecipuus  terror  ciritatem  tenuit.'  Zonaras,  viii.  1 :  ol  'Pvfuuot  is 
64of  KwriffTUffav.  Polybius  repeatedly  speaks  of  the  dread  the  Romans  had  of 
the  Gauls,  e^.^  ii.  23  §  7  :  02  8*  iy  rp  'P^fiji  itdvr^i  ircpi8«€7y  ^trw,  M^y^  »^ 
^ßfphr  aÖToZf  'iroXafißdtfotnts  ixi^4pwOeu  Kiy^uvoy.  Jhraax^y  8^  rotrr'  cix^rvt, 
in  iTfpl  TaXarAif  iyKodrifjii^ov  reus  ifrvxuis  ain&y  rov  waXeucQ  ^6ßou.  Flutarch. 
Marcell.,  3  :    rh  waXjuhv  ii^l»fM  r&y  VaXarw  ots  ptdXiara  'Pmfuuoi  Sfuroc  Zwmw^i. 

*  This  disaster  that  befell  Scipio  is  of  course  passed  over  in  the  landatoiy 
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The  consuls  Fabins  and  Decins  marclied  against  the     CHAP. 

enemy .^    They  had  nnder  their  command  two  consular  ,.. ,  '  ,^ 

armies,  that  is,  four  legions  and  a  still  greater  number  of  ^^^^^ 
allies,  among  whom  one  thousand  Campanian  horsemen 
are  mentioned.  One  legion  of  volunteers  was  quickly  raised  levies. 
by  Fabius,  probably  in  the  place  of  that  which  was  annihi- 
lated under  Soipio.  Besides  these  there  was  a  third  army 
as  a  reserve,  under  the  propraetor  Cn.  Fulvius,  at  Falerii,* 
and  a  fourth  covered  Bome  on  the  Etruscan  bank  of  the 
Tiber.  Bome  had  never  before  set  such  numerous  armies 
on  foot ;  but  the  danger  was  great,  for,  after  the  defeat 
of  Scipio,  the  day  of  the  Allia — the  day  so  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  the  devastation  of  the  town — was  present  to  the 
imagination  of  every  Boman.  In  times  of  excitement  and 
danger  there  is  seldom  a  lack  of  miracles :  nor  was  there  any 
now.'  Blood,  honey,  and  milk  flowed  from  the  altar  of  the 
Capitoline  Jupiter,  and  a  bronze  statue  of  the  goddess  of  war 
on  the  Forum  sprang  from  the  pedestal  on  to  the  ground. 
The  people  turned  to  the  Etruscan  soothsayers  for  comfort, 
and  to  the  gods  for  help.  The  senate  set  apart  two  days 
for  supplication  and  prayer,  and  supplied,  as  Livy  says,*  at 
the  public  cost,  wine  and  incense  for  the  sacrifices.  On 
this  occasion,  the  ancient  pride  of  the  patrician  matrons 

epitaph,  and  it  is  natural,  not  to  say  ineyitable,  that,  as  Livy  (x.  26)  says,  some 
annalists  should  describe  the  loss  of  Scipio  as  insignificant.  A  detachment  of 
Eomans,  as  these  yeracions  historians  reported,  had  been  sent  out  to  forage, 
and  was  surrounded  by  their  enemies,  called  Umbrians  this  time,  not  Oauls  (a 
variation  which  shows  how  recklessly  the  Umbrians  were  dragged  into  the 
history  of  the  war) ;  but  Scipio  came  to  the  assistance  of  his  men  and  put  the 
Umbrians  to  flight,  capturing  from  them  all  the  booty  and  prisoners  they 
had  taken. 

'  Livy  (z.  24)  fills  a  few  pages  with  rhetorical  verbiage  to  describe  a  dispute 
between  Fabius  and  his  colleague  Decius  ;  then  he  concludes  with  the  remark, 
that,  according  to  some  of  his  authorities,  the  dispute  never  took  place  at  all, 
but  that,  according  to  others,  Appius  Claudius  also  was  involved  in  it.  Livy 
shows  great  self-denial  by  foregoing  the  opportunity  for  displaying  his  ora- 
torical skill  in  the  speeches  of  Appius. 

.  *  This  reserve  was  necessary  against  the  Gauls,  just  as  in  the  year  285  b.c. 
(Appian,  iii.  6  ;  iv.  11)  and  in  the  year  225  b.c.  (see  Polybius,  ii.  23). 

»  Livy,x.  23.  Zonaras,  viii.  1.  See  Niebuhr,  Bom,  GescK,  iii.  437 ;  English 
translation,  iii.  874. 

*  Livy,  X.  23 :  *  Publice  yinum  ac  tus  praebitum.* 
TOL.  I.  H  H 
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ehowed  itself  once  more.  While  their  husbands  and  sons 
were  side  by  side  in  the  field  with  their  plebeian  comrades, 
they  could  not  bring  themselves  to  pray  with  plebeian 
women  in  the  temple  of  the  goddess  of  chastity.  The 
plebeian  matrons^  excluded  firom  the  patrician  temple  of 
chastity,  established  a  sanctuary  of  their  own,  and  thus 
the  old  fire  of  discord  continued  to  smoulder  in  the  hearts 
of  the  women  and  on  the  altars  of  the  gods. 

The  Boman  army  did  not  wait  for  the  march  of  the 
Gauls  upon  Bome.  It  crossed  the  Apennines  and  ven- 
tured into  countries  which  no  Boman  soldier  yet  had 
trod.  Without  the  assistance  of  the  allied  Umbrian  towns, 
in  whose  territory  the  passes  were,  the  Eomans  could 
not  have  hazarded  such  a  bold  march,  especially  after  the 
defeat  of  Scipio.  At  Sentinum,  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Apennines,  near  to  the  pass  by  which  afterwards  the  Via 
Flaminia  crossed  the  mountains,  they  met  the  united  forces 
of  thetiaulsandtheSamnites.^  A  description  of  the  battle 
such  as  that  given  by  Livy  is  only  a  play  of  the  üaicj. 
We  will  not  reproduce  it.  But  one  part  of  Livy's  de- 
scription seems  to  deserve  credit.  He  speaks  of  the  GaUic 
war-chariots,  which  the  Bomans  encountered  here  for  the 
first  time,  and  which  caused  great  consternation.*  The 
consul  Decius  died  in  the  battle,  it  is  said,  like  his  father  in 
the  battle  near  Mount  Vesuvius,  a  voluntary  deaths  having 
devoted  himself  with  the  hostile  army  to  the  gods  of  earth 
and  of  the  grave.  The  enemy  were  completely  beaten, 
their  army  destroyed,  and  the  war  with  the  G^uls  termi- 
nated at  one  blow.'    It  was  a  great  deliverance.     Bome 

1  That  Etnucans  and  UmbrianB  were  in  the  hoetile  army  ma  not  asserted 
even  by  those  annalists  who  took  particular  pleasure  in  swelling  the  nnmbvof 
the  enemies  of  Bome.  Nor  was  a  reason  wanting  to  aooonnt  for  their  absence^ 
The  Etruscans,  it  was  said,  had  left  their  allies  upon  the  news  -that  the  Boman 
reserve  corps  under  Fabius  had  invaded  their  oountiy. 

'  livy,  X.  28 :  '  Novum  pugnse  contermit  genus ;  essedis  carrisque  superstins 
armatus  hostis  ingenti  sonitu  equomm  rotarumque  advenit  et  insolitos  eins 
tumultus  Bomanorum  contermit  equos.'  It  is  strange,  however,  that  in  nose 
of  their  previous  encounters  with  the  Bomans  the  Qauls  should  have  made  use 
of  war-chariots. 

*  When  Fabius  triumphed,  the  soldiers  sang  in  mde  verses  his  victoiy  and 
the  selfHlevoiion  of  Becius.    Of  the  spoils  every  soldier  received  a  doak,  a 
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breathed  afresh,  as  it  did  again  in  a  later  age  after  the     CHAP, 
victory  of  Marius  over  the  Cimbrians  and  Teutons.   For  the  -_    .      ^ 
first  time  the  dreaded  enemies  were  beaten  in  the  field,  and    ^98-290 

B.c. 

SO  beaten  that  they  relinquished,  at  least  for  the  time,  every 
idea  of  continuing  the  war.  Ten  years  passed  before  the 
barbarians  had  so  far  regained  strength  as  to  venture  on 
another  invasion  of  the  centre  of  Italy.  The  Romans  felt 
themselves  to  be  quite  a  match  for  their  other  oppo- 
nents, their  old  Italian  neighbours  and  accustomed  enemies, 
and  now,  after  the  defeat  of  these  foreign  invaders,  they 
might  entertain  the  hope  of  soon  bringing  the  Samnite 
war  to  a  close. 

While  the  Eoman  armies  were  fighting  the  Gauls  and  Samnite 
Iheir  Samnite  allies  in  Umbria  and  Etruria,  they  had  not  jnJ^Cani- 
only  recalled  their  troops  fiom  Samnium,  but  had  also  left  panU. 
their  colonies  and  allies  without  sufficient  protection. 
The  Samnites  did  not  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
opportunity.  They  made  inroads  into  Campania,  and 
laid  waste  the  fruitful  districts  on  the  Yoltumus.^  But 
they  did  not  confine  themselves  to  plundering.  They 
tried  to  get  possession  of  the  forts  which  the  Romans  had 
built  all  along  their  frontier.  In  the  west  they  besieged 
Interamna  on  the  Liris,'  and  in  the  south-east  the  im- 
portant colony  of  Luceria,  which  commanded  the  Apulian 
plains.  It  is  evident  that  the  diversion  of  the  Gauls  had 
benefited  them,  and  that  they  had  not  suffered  much  by 
the  battle  of  Sentinum,  in  which  only  a  small  number  of 
Samnite  troops  can  have  been  engaged.  It  was  fortunate 
for  Borne  that  the  war  in  the  north  ended  so.  quickly  and 
decisively.  The  consuls  of  the  foDowing  year,  294  b.c., 
L.  Postumius  Megellus  and  M.  Atilius  Begulus,  could  now 
both  turn  their  attention  to  the  scene  of  war  in  the  south. 
But  fortune  did  not  favour  them.  From  the  confessions 
of  Livy  we  see  clearly  that  the  Eomans  were  more  than 

coat,  and  eighty-two  pieces  of  copper  (Livy,  x.  30).    The  conpleta  sung  by 
the  soldiers  on  the  occasion  of  the  triumph  were  easily  remembered,  and  fonned 
a  kind  of  popular  history  of  the  war,  from  which  the  earliest  annalists  may 
hare  received  part  of  their  information. 
«  Livy,  X.  20,  21.  •  Liyy.  x.  8«. 
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once  in  great  distress.^  The  accounts  of  the  seTeral 
annalists  differed  in  many  particnlars.  But,  according  to 
Livjy  all  were  agreed  in  this,  that  the  Eomans,  in  their 
attempt  to  deliver  Luceria,  suffered  a  decided  repulse,  and 
that  the  total  destruction  of  the  army  was  warded  off  only 
with  the  greatest  difBiculty.  Lueeria,  it  is  true,  seems  not 
to  have  fallen  into  the  power  of  the  Samnites,  but  of  more 
than  this  the  Bomans  could  not  boast  in  this  year.  Yet 
the  annalists  related  the  conquest  of  some  places  in  Sam- 
nium.  In  Livy^s  account  every  disaster  is  compensated 
by  victories,  and  one  of  the  consuls  can  actually  be  spared 
in  Samnium,  marches  with  his  army  to  Etruria,  defeats  the 
Etruscans,  and  compels  Yolsinii,  Perusia,  and  Arretinm  to 
sue  for  peace.'    The  inevitable  triumphs  are  not  wanting. 

>  Liry,  z.  32  ffi  The  consul  Atilius  u  surprised  in  his  camp  during  the 
night ;  the  Samnites  force  their  tray  into  the  camp,  penetiute  as  fiir  as  the 
tent  of  the  qiuestor  L.  Opimios  Fansa,  who  is  killed,  and  are  with  difficulty 
driven  out  of  the  camp  again.  The  fiomans,  for  a  wonder,  lose  more  in  killed 
than  the  Samnites  (730  against  300).  But  now  the  consul  Postumius  comes  to 
the  rescue.  The  Samnites  retire.  Postumius  takes  Milionia,  where  3,200 
Samnites  are  killed,  4,700  captured ;  then  he  occupies  several  towns  abandoned 
by  the  Samnites.  Meantime  the  consul  Atilius  has  harder  work  in  Apulia 
(Livy,  X.  36:  *Nequaquam  tam  facile  bellum  fuit').  He  marches  upon 
Luceria,  which  the  Samnites  are  be8ieg;ing.  An  undecided  battle  is  fou^t 
(Liry,  ibid. :  *  Pradium  varium  et  anceps  fuit,  tristius  tarnen  eventu  Romania  *)  ; 
the  Romans  retire  to  their  camp  in  dismay,  and  dread  an  attack  of  the 
Samnites  (ibid. :  *  Terror  in  castris  ortus  .  .  .  sollidta  nox  fuit  iam  inTasunm 
castra  Samnitem  credentibus  aut  prima  luce  cum  victoribus  conserendas 
nanus ').  The  battle  is  renewed  on  the  following  day.  The  Roman  soldiers 
can  hardly  be  brought  to  face  the  Samnites^  An  attack  of  the  Roman  horse 
fails ;  they  ride  down  their  own  men ;  the  whole  army  turns  to  flight  (ibid. : 
'  Turbatus  eques  «ua  ipse  subsidia  territis  equis  procuicavit ;  hinc  fuga  ocepta 
totam  avertit  aciem  Romanam ').  The  consul  vows  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Stator, 
if  the  legions  stop  their  flight.  Now  at  length  fortune  turns,  the  Sam> 
nites  are  defeated,  4,800  are  killed,  7,200  taken.  But  the  Romans  too  had 
lost  7,800  men.  In  reading  Livy's  vivid  narrative  one  almost  forgets  that  the 
whole  is  a  fancy  picture,  less  to  be  trusted  than  even  Horace  Yemet's  battle 
scenes  in  Versailles. 

'  The  whole  of  this  Etruscan  campaign  is  a  fiction,  like  that  of  the  year  299 
(see  p.  4tSl).  Livy  (x.  87)  says  of  it:  '  Pax  clarior  maiorque,  quam  bellum  in 
Etruria  eo  anno  fuerat,  parta  est.'  This  does  not  prevent  him  talking  of  the 
slaughter  of  a  few  thousand  Etruscans,  for  it  was  necessary,  according  to 
Roman  notions,  that  a  peace  should  be  preceded  by  a  victorious  war  (see  above, 
pp.  155,  461).  What  gave  rise  to  the  report  of  an  Etruscan  war  was  in  faft 
nothing  but  the  renewal  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  with  Anetium  and 
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According  to  the  Capitoline  Fasti — the  most  mendacious     CHAP, 
documents  of  Roman  history — ^both  consuls  triumphed ;       ^^^* 


according  to  Livy,  Postumius  triumphed,  but  not  Atilius ;  208-290 
according  to  Claudius  Quadrigarius,  it  was  just  the  other 
■way — Postumius  did  not  triumph,  but  Atilius ;  according 
to  Fabius,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  triumphed,  and 
this  testimony  of  the  old  annalists  seems  alone  to  deserve 
credit.*  We  may  be  sure  that  the  year  294  b.c.  was,  on  the 
whole,  not  favourable  for  the  Eomans,  that  they  sustained 
much  loss  in  the  field,  but  that  the  Samnites  were  not  in 
a  condition  to  take  the  Boman  fortresses  and  to  attack 
the  Boman  territory. 

This  result  is  confirmed  by  the  great  exertions  which  Campaign 
both  parties  in  the  following  year  found  it  necessary  to  ^nd  Crp^"* 
make.     At  Interamna,  on  the   Liris,  which  had  been  ^iuB. 
sacked  and  plundered  by  the  Samnites,  a  Boman  legion 
was  stationed,  in  order  to  protect  those  parts  from  new 
attacks.   Both  consuls  of  the  year  298,  L.  Papirius  Cursor, 
the  son  of  the  Papirius  so  often  mentioned  in  the  second 
Samnite  war,   and   Sp.  Carvilius,  conducted  the  war  in 
Samnium,  conquered  the  Samnites  in  a  great  battle  at 
Aquilonia  (situation  unknown),  took  many  fortresses,  and 
laid  the  country  waste.     The  reports  of  their  exploits, 

Perasia,  concluded  in  310  b.c.  (Litj,  ix.  37)i  for  which  many  reasons  can  be 
imagined.  A  war  between  the  Etruscans  and  the  Romans  is  in  the  highest 
degree  improbable.  Even  supposing  that  the  Etruscans  had  been  hostile  to 
Borne  before  the  defeat  of  the  Gauls  at  Sentinum  (a  supposition  which,  how* 
ever,  is  not  to  be  entertained),  they  would  surely  after  that  battle  have  been 
glad  to  make  peace ;  moreover  the  Eomans,  after  their  acknowledged  losses  in 
Apulia,  were  in  no  condition  to  send,  in  294  b.c.,  an  army  into  Etruria.  The 
confusion  and  the  contradictions  of  the  annalists  with  regard  to  the  question 
which  of  the  two  consuls  commanded  in  Etruria  show  that  nothing  really  note- 
worthy could  have  been  done  in  that  country.  livy  (x.  37)  winds  up  with  the 
following  remarks,  highly  significant  of  the  trustworthiness  of  his  narrative : 
'  Et  huius  anni  parum  constans  memoria  est.  Fostumium  auctor  est  Claudius 
in  Samnio  captis  aliquot  urbibus,  in  Apulia  fusum  fugatumque,  saucium  ipsum 
cum  paucis  Luceriam  compulsum ;  ab  Atilio  in  Etruria  res  gestas,  eumque 
triumphasse.  Fabius  ambo  consules  in  Samnio  et  ad  Luceriam  res  gessisse 
scribit,  traductumque  in  Etruriam  exercitum  (sed  ab  utro  consule  non  adiecit) 
et  ad  Luceriam  utrimque  multos  oocisos.' 

>  The  pretended  triumph  of  Fostumius  is  placed  by  Bionysius  (xvi.  18)  three 
years  later. 
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especially  those  of  Papirius,  are  of  the  kind  which  might 
lead  lis  to  fancy  that  the  war  must  practicallj  have  come  to 
an  end.  But  to  our  surprise  we  hear  not  only  that  at  the 
close  of  the  campaign  the  legions  of  Papirius  wintered  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Yescia,  to  protect  Campania^  but 
that  the  Samnites  had  in  the  following  year  an  undisputed 
superiority  over  the  fiomans.  We  must  therefore  enter- 
tain serious  doubts  with  regard  to  the  victories  of  Papirius, 
and  we  suspect  that  the  domestic  annals  of  the  Papirians 
have  done  much  to  extol  and  to  exaggerate  the  victories 
of  the  Eoman  arms  and  the  heroic  deeds  of  their  own 
family.  At  the  very  outset,  a  striking  family  likeness  is 
observable  between  the  story  of  L.  Papirius  Cursors 
victory  and  that  of  his  father  in  the  second  Samnite 
war,  809  b.o.  In  each  of  these  years  the  Samnites 
make  extraordinary  preparations,  and,  contrary  to  their 
usual  habits,  take  refuge  in  religious  fanaticism.  In 
both  cases  a  consecrated  body  of  warriors  is  chosen,  dis- 
tinguished from  the  rest  of  the  army  by  a  peculiar  dress, 
and  sworn  with  the  most  solemn  oaths  to  conquer  or  to 
die.^  In  both  accounts  the  Samnites,  whom  we  can  ouly 
imagine  to  have  been  poor  mountaineers,  are  represented 
as  covered  with  gold  and  silver.'  The  triumphs  of  the 
two  Papirii  are  distinguished  by  the  splendour  of  the 
spoils.  In  the  first  case  the  Forum  is  hung  with  gold  and 
silver  shields;  the  younger  Papirius  decorates  not  only 
the  temple  of  Quirinus  and  the  Forum,  but  distributes  the 


>  Compare  Livy,  iz.  40  and  z.  88.  The  second  of  tbese  passages  conttms 
the  detailed  account  of  the  mode  of  swearing  the  devoted  warriors.  The  former 
passage,  howeyer,  is  more  accurate  in  describing  their  arms.  lArj  sajs  (x.  S8) 
that  the  consecrated  band  was  called  '  legio  linteata,'  after  the  linen  tent  in 
which  the  solemn  act  of  taking  the  oath  was  performed.  This  is  an  enor; 
the  name  was  taken  from  the  '  tunic»  b'ntee  candidae '  which  distinguished 
these  soldiers  from  the  rest,  according  to  livy  himself  (ix.  40)  :  '  Prior  foite 
lunius  commoTit  hostem  .  .  .  sacratos  more  Samuitium  milites,  eoque  Candida 
Teste  et  paribus  candore  armis  insignes.' 

*  In  keeping  with  this  is  the  report  (Iayj,  x.  46)  that  at  the  triumph  of 
Papirius  1,830  pounds  of  silver  and  2,533,000  pounds  of  copper  were  exhibited 
and  conveyed  to  the  public  treasury. 
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spoils  also  to  the  allies  and  to  the  colonies,  to  ornament     CHAP« 
their  temples.^ 
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year 


In  spite  of  the  losses  which  it  is  reported  that  the  Sam- 
nites  sa£Eered  in  the  year  293,  they  were  neither  exhausted 
nor  discouraged.  They  appeared,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  o*theyeai 
new  campaign,  292  b.o.,  again  decidedly  to  have  the  ad-  292  b.c. 
vantage.  The  newly  elected  consul,  Q.  Fabius  Maximus 
Gurges,  the  son  of  the  chief  hero  of  the  war,  suflfered  a 
reverse  in  which  the  Bomans  lost  3,000  dead  and  many 
wounded.'  The  numbers  of  dead  and  wounded*  which 
are  reported  in  these  battles  are  of  no  historical  value,  but 
a  confession  of  this  kind  shows  at  least  that  the  Bomans 
were  decidedly  beaten.  The  disaster,  however,  is  said 
to  have  been  repaired  very  soon  by  a  victory  over  the 
Samnites ;  the  old  Q.  Fabius,  the  consul's  father,  requested 
to  serve  under  his  son  as  legate,  and  now  the  Samnites 
were  defeated.    The  consul  triumphed;    and  before  his 

>  It  seems  to  have  been  a  speciality  of  the  Papirian  family  chronicles  to  note 
with  particular  care  all  matters  that  had  reference  to  religious  ceremonies. 
Liyy  relates  (x.  46)  that  in  the  night  before  the  battle  the  consul  rose  from  his 
couch  and  ordered  the  keeper  of  the  sacred  fowls  (jnUlariue)  to  ascertain  the 
will  of  the  gods ;  that  the  fowls  refused  to  feed,  which  was  a  bad  omen ;  but 
that  the  priest,  sharing  the  general  ardour  of  the  army,  gave  a  false  report  and 
announced  happy  signs ;  that  Papirius  was  privately  informed  of  the  truth  by 
his  nephew,  but  paid  attention  only  to  the  official  report^  and  gav«  the  signal 
for  battle,  leaving  to  the  gods  the  task  of  punishing  the  priest  for  his  false- 
hood. Liyy  goes  on  to  relate  that  the  puUarius,  fighting  in  the  foremost  ranks, 
was  killed  by  the  first  hostile  spear,  and  that  thereupon  the  consul  exclaimed  : 
'  The  gods  are  present  among  us,  and  hare  struck  down  the  guilty  head/  And 
when  he  had  said  this,  a  raven  gave,  with  a  loud  screech,  a  happy  omen  of 
victoiy.  Then,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  the  consul  vowed  to  offer  to  Jupiter 
Victor  a  cup  of  sweet  wine  before  he  himself  should  have  moistened  his  lips. 
This  characteristic  story,  like  the  detailed  accounts  of  the  consecration  of 
the  devoted  Samnite  bands,  looks  as  if  it  was  taken  from  the  traditions  of  a 
family  which  paid  special  attention  to  religious  things.  Such  a  family  was 
that  of  the  Papirii.  A  Papirius  had  made  a  collection  of  the  old  ceremonial 
laws  known  at  a  later  time  as  the  jus  Papirianura,  and  supposed  to  contain  the 
laws  of  the  Roman  kings. — See  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch^  i.  24,  Anm.  5. 

*  Zonaras,  viii.  1,  11.  Suidas,  s.  v.  *dßtos  Md^ifus,  £utropius,  ii.  5.  Livy, 
epit.  xi. 

'  The  wounded  are  very  seldom  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  battles.  It  is 
probable  that  a  man  struck  down  might  be  looked  upon  as  killed.  The  medical 
staff  of  the  armies  of  the  ancients  was  no  doubt  the  least  effective  branch  of  the 
service.    It  is  so  even  with  modern  armies. 
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magnanimity  and  humanity,  delivered  up  to  death  by  the 
hand  of  the  executioner.  But  the  Samnites  were  not  yet 
broken  to  the  yoke.  They  were  only  driven  back  into 
their  mountains  by  the  preponderance  of  Boman  strength. 
Their  resistance  was  at  length  overcome  in  *  great  battles,'^ 
by  M.  Curius  Dentatus,  the  consul  of  the  year  290,  as  we 
learn  from  the  only  authority  extant,  the  meagre  abridg- 
ment of  Eutropius,  and  from  the  short  argument  of  the 
lost  eleventh  book  of  Livy.  But  after  all  they  concluded  an 
honourable  peace,  which  acknowledged  their  independence.' 
End  and  ^^  third  Samnite  war  appears,  therefore,  even  in  the 

character     Roman  reports,  which  are  alone  handed  down  to  us,  by  no 
third  Sam-  means  as  an  unbroken  series  of  victories  on  the  part  of  the 
nit«  war.     Romans.     On  the  contrary,   it  almost  seems   that  the 
Romans,  in  spite  of  repeated  defeats   in  the  field,  only 
maintained  on  the  whole  the  upper  hand  through  their 
greater  perseverance,  their  political  and  diplomatic  supe- 
riority over  the  Samnites,  and  through  the  greater  inherent 
strength  of  their  state,  which,  as  we  have  said  before,  was 
the  tnost  powerful  in  Italy  at  that  time ;  and,  like  the 
wars  with  Pyrrhus,  with  the  Carthaginians,  the  Grauls, 
the  Spaniards,  and  the  Lusitanians,  the  third  war  with 
Samnium  plainly  shows   that  the   Roman  constitution, 
with  its  rapid  change  of  military  commanders  elected  by 
popular    suffirage,  was    labouring  under   disadvantages, 
scarcely  outweighed  by  the  thorough  military  training,  the 
calin  heroism,  and  the  common  obligation  of  the  citizens  to 
serve  in  the  army." 
Exhaus-         The  Romans  concluded  peace  without  having  com- 
Samnkes  ^  pletely  defeated  the  Samnites.     Samnium  retained  even 

*  EntropiuB, ii.  6.  •  Livy,  epit.  xi. :  'Foedua  renovatum  est* 

*  '  The  common  obligation  of  the  citizens  to  serve  in  the  army  *  is  rather  i 
clumsy  way  of  expressing  the  German  '  Allgemeine  Wehrpflicht/  which,  as  it 
does  not  exist  in  England  by  law,  is  ignored  by  the  English  vocabulary.  It  is 
a  very  tnie  remark  which  Livy  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Scipib  Africanus  (Livr, 
xxvi.  41) ;  '  £a  fato  quodam  data  nobis  son  est,  ut  magnis  omnibus  bellis  ricti 
vicerimus,* 
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now  its  independence.  No  Boman  colony  waa  established  CHAP, 
in  the  conntrj  of  the  Samnites,  no  portion  of  it  was  taken  v. — .-l«^ 
from  them.  Still  the  success  of  the  Boman  policy  was  ^^^^^ 
great.  It  was  proved  now  that  the  Samnites  wei^  unable 
to  shake  the  republic.  These  brave  knountaineers  were  ex- 
hausted at  last.  From  this  time  the  Samnites  did  not  ven- 
ture again  to  take  up  the  struggle  against  Bome  with  their 
own  unaided  strength.  Their  only  hope  for  the  future  was, 
by  uniting  themselves  to  some  of  Bome's  powerful  enemies, 
to  avenge  themselves  on  the  hated  town  which  had  stopped 
them  in  their  progress,  and  had  snatched  Campania  from 
their  grasp.  Among  the  mercenaries  of  Pyrrhus,  among 
the  allies  of  Hannibal^  and  even  in  the  civil  war  in  their 
dying  struggle  with  the  iron  Sidla,  they  showed  even  to 
their  last  breath  their  old  courage  and  inextinguishable 
hatred  of  Bome* 

As  afber  the  end  of  the  second  Samnite  war,  so  now,  The  eolouj' 
the  senate  was  intent  on  securing  by  Boman  colonies  ^^  0^»^*-. 
the  ground  that  had  been  gained.  On  the  borders  of 
Samnium,  Apulia,  and  Lucania,  the  colony  of  Yenusia  was 
established,  and  the  extraordinarily  large  number  of  20,000 
colonists  sent  there.^  Thus  they  had  a  stronghold  in  the 
midst  of  former  enemies  and  doubtful  friends ;  its  position 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tarentum  pointed  to  the  direc- 
tion from  which  the  next  war-storm  would  burst  over 
Italy. 

The  long  wars  with  Samnium  were  followed  by  the  SuWection 
subjection  of  the  Sabines."  These  had  been  quiet  and  ^^^^^ 
hardly  mentioned  for  a  century  and  a  half.  What  their 
policy  had  been  during  the  Samnite  wars  is  nowhere 
stated.  They  were  certainly  not  among  the  enemies  of 
Bome ;  for  we  should  in  that  case  have  heard  of  Boman 
victories  over  them.  Most  probably  they  were,  like  the 
Marsians,  Apulians,  and  Lucanians,  allied  with  Bome, 
though  their  services  are  never  mentioned.'    They  were 

»  VelleiTis  Paterenlut,  i.  14.  •  Livy,  epit.  xi. 

'  This  is  the  usual  practice  of  the  Boman  historians.    Bee  aboye,  p.  276, 
tnth  note  1. 
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now  made  Boman  citizens  without  the  full  franchise,'  i.e. 
subjects  of  Borne,  preparatory  to  their  reception  into  the 
tribes  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  Boman 
citizens.' 

Our  knowledge  of  the  last  three  years  of  the  war  and  of 
the  subsequent  events  is  extremely  scanty,  for  the  tenth 
book  of  Liyy  breaks  off  with  the  year  292  s.o.,  and  as  the 
whole  of  the  second  decade,  containing  books  eleven  to 
twenty-one,  is  lost,  we  are  deprived  for  the  time  from 
292   B.c.    to    218    B.C.    of  the  guide   who    has   accom- 
panied us  so  far  in  doubtful  and  intricate  paths.     We 
begin  to  feel  his  real  worth  at  a  time  when  his  history  is 
wanting.     It  is  true  he  has  often  disappointed  our  expec- 
tations.    He  has  omitted  conscientiously  to  collect,  com- 
pare, and  sift  the  materials  for  the  ancient  history  of  Bome, 
which  were  accessible  to  him  in  abundant  stores.     He 
did  not  give  himself  the  trouble  to   solve  doubts  and 
remove  difficulties,  even  where  it  was  possible  for  him  to 
do  so.   Partly  owing  to  indifference  for  historical  accuracy 
in  the  older  parts  of  his  work,  and  partly  because  he 
preferred  to  occupy  himself  with  narratives  of  dramatic 
effect  and  with  the  display  of  rhetorical  skill,  he  is  silent 
as  to  the  contradictions  that  present  themselves,  and 
passes  quickly  oyer  wide  gaps.     The  spirit  of  the  ancient 
times  of  the  Boman  people  is  beyond  his  grasp.     His 
feelings  and  opinions  are  those  of  the  declining  republic* 
These  he  applies  to  the   old   time.    That   which    has 
disappeared  or  faded  away  he  cannot  conjure  up  and 
invest  with  new  life.     He  ia  moreover  a  partisan  and  a 
Boman  patriot«    He  stands  always  on  the  side  of  Üie 

>  Oives  sine  tuffragio, 

'  Velleius  PaterculuB,  i.  14.  This  notioe,  howerer,  can  refer  only  to  «  small 
portion  of  the  Sabines,  for  they  appear,  even  in  much  later  times,  to  hare  ranked 
among  the  allies  (foederati)  of  Rome.  Polybius  (ii.  24)  mentions  them  as  be> 
longing  to  the  same  class  as  the  Etruscans  and  Umbrians.  They  were  at  that 
time  not  even  socii,  like  the  Latins  and  Samnites  (see  Appendix  to  vol.  ii.). 
Livy  (zzviii.  46)  mentions  an  ager  Sabinus,  and,  besides,  the  towns  of  Reate, 
l^ursia,  and  Amitemum,  t.f.,  the  most  important  Sabine  towns.  This  shows 
.that  the  notions  of  the  ancient  historians  about  the  geography  of  the  country  of 
the  Sabines  were  very  yague. 
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aristocratic  party,  and  has  nothing  but  blame  for  the  CHAP, 
wicked  tribunes  and  the  despicable,  selfish  crowd. 
Towards  the  enemies  of  Bome  he  is  heartless  and  unjust, 
while  he  loses  no  opportunity  of  praising  Boman  yirtue« 
The  degeneracy  of  his  contemporaries  made  him  an  en- 
thusiast for  the  old  heroes,  and  guides  his  pen  when  he 
paints  antiquity  in  the  golden  light  of  bygone  days.  But 
we  take  Livy  with  aU  his  faults,  for  with  them  he  gives 
us  rich  historical  materials  which  without  him  would  have 
been  entirely  lost  to  us.  He  worked  with  perseverance, 
love,  and  enthusiasm.  He  neither  falsified  nor  misrepre- 
sented aijything  knowingly.  Where  he  has  erred,  it  has 
been  from  want  of  observation,  critical  discrimination,  and 
trustworthy  materials.  These  faults  become  of  less  and 
less  consequence  the  further  he  leaves  the  legendary  times 
behind  and  approaches  those  of  contemporary  witnesses. 
We  should  only  learn  fully  to  appreciate  his  worth  if  an 
unhoped-for  piece  of  good  fortune  could  restore  to  us  the 
one  hundred  and  seven  lost  books  of  the  grandest  historical 
work  of  Boman  antiquity. 
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SZTEENAL  HI6T0BT  TILL  TABENTIKB  WAB,   290-282   B.C. 

BOOK     Aftbb  the  decisive  oyerthrow  which  the  GraulB  suffered  at 
^^'  ^  Sentinum  295  b.c.*  they  were  quiet  for  ten  years.     But  in 


290-282  the  year  285  b.c.  the  Senonian  Grauls  invaded  Etraria 
again,  and  besieged  Arretium,  which  was  in  Mendly  rela- 
Etruris  by  tions  to  Bome.'  The  Bomans  came  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Seno-  ^^  Arretines,  but  were  completely  overthrown,  and  lost 
Gauls.  13,000  men,  including  the  preetor  L.  Csecilius  Metellus 
and  seven  military  tribunes«  The  remainder  of  the 
army  were  made  prisoners.  This  defeat — one  of  the 
most  disastrous  in  the  older  Boman  history — ^was  cal- 
culated to  revive  the  ancient  terror  of  the  northern  bar- 
barians. It  was  scarcely  a  consolation  for  the  Bomans' 
who  suffered  such  blows,  that  in  this  school  of  war  they 
were  trained  into  soldiers  fit  to  encounter  the  enemies 
who  were  soon  to  try  their  metal.  The  detailed  account 
of  these  events  is  unfortunately  lost  with  Livy's  books. 
Otherwise  we  should  have  heard  what  impression  the 
fearful  news  created  in  Borne,  and  how  it  called  forth  not 
only  pain  and  grief,  but  at  the  same  time  the  determina- 
tion to  defy  and  resist  the  enemy.  Above  all  things  new 
legions  were  levied,  and  it  was  then  determined  to  send  an 
embassy  to  the  Gauls  to  negotiate  for  the  release  of  the 
prisoners.  But  the  intoxication  of  victory  had  completely 
maddened  Britomaris,  the  savage  chieftain  of  the  Gauls. 

>  See  p.  466.  *  Polybios,  ti.  19. 

'  Polybius  remarks  (ii.  20):  *£«  8^  r&p  wpo€ipiini4iww  iey^Pttp  5^  r&  KdXktara 
«"vrcff^tf-f  'Pwfudotf  rov  yap  KorrmsAwrtffSai  ovrhB^ua^  icxn^^^  ^^  TmKaermw 
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Beckless  of  the  law  of  nations,  he  caused  the  ambassadors     CHAP. 

XIIL 
to  be  put  to  death,  as  an  atoning  sacrifice  to  his  father, 


who  had  fallen  in  the  last  battle.  This  inhuman  deed  ^^^^^^ 
met  with  an  inhuman  punishment.  The  new  Boman 
army,  under  the  consul  P.  Cornelius  Polabella,  entered  the 
country  of  the  Senonians  to  carry  on  a  war  of  extermina- 
tion. The  whole  race  of  the  Senonian  Gauls  was  destroyed, 
the  men  were  put  to  death,  the  women  and  children  be- 
came slaves,  the  country  was  declared  public  land  of  Borne, 
and  a  colony  of  Boman  citizens  established  in  Sena,  to 
people  the  devastated  country  and  to  prevent  for  all  future 
time  a  new  settlement  of  Ghiuls  (285  b.c.). 

Besides  Sena,  the  colonies  of  Castrum  and  Hatria  Defeat  of 
were  founded  on  the  coast  of  the  Adriatic,  and  thus,  J^,^!***" 
for  the  first  time,  a  firm  footing  was  obtained  on  that 
side  of  the  peninsula  which  looked  towards  Greece.  The 
intention  of  the  Bomans  was  plain.  From  defence  they 
had  proceeded  to  attack.  The  Apennines  had  been  crossed. 
Three  Boman  fortresses  had  been  established  on  the 
other  side.  The  country  of  the  Gauls  in  Italy  lay  open 
before  them.  It  was  necessary  for  them  to  consider  how 
they  would  oppose  the  farther  encroachments  of  Bome. 
The  Boians,  a  race  of  Gauls  dwelling  between  the 
Apennines  and  the  Po,  tried  once  more  the  fortune  of 
war.  Beinforced  by  the  remnants  of  the  Senonians,  and 
by  bands  of  Etruscans,  who  probably  belonged  to  the 
democratic  party  hostile  to  Bome,  they  crossed  the 
Apennines,  but  were  defeated  near  the  Tiber,  on  the 
Yadimonian  Lake,  and  a  second  time  at  Populonia,  so 
decisively  that  they  relinquished  all  hope  of  success  for  the 
future,  and  concluded  peace  with  the  Bomans,  whereby 
the  latter  gained  liberty  to  meet  the  dangers  threatening 
fix>m  the  south  of  the  peninsula. 

It  is  a  very  important  question  which  side  the  Etruscans  Poiicy  of 

took  in  these  wars  of  the  Gauls  against  Bome.     In  the  ^^^  Etrus- 

cans. 
received  account  the  Etruscans  are  the  ancient  hereditary 

enemies  of  Bome ;  it  is  they  who  call  in  the  Grauls  to  make 

common  cause  with  them.    How  mistaken  this  view  is  with 
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regard  to  similar  events  in  the  third  Sanmite  war  we  liare 
ab-eadj  seen.'  It  is  possible  that  isolated  bands  of  Etroa* 
cans,  driven  from  their  homes,  joined  the  Gauls.  Political 
parties  have  seldom  shrunk  from  making  common  canse 
with  the  enemies  of  their  country,  and  we  have  many  in- 
dications of  violent  internal  struggles  in  the  Etruscan 
towns,  which  led  to  the  interference  of  Gauls  or  Romans. 
The  first  invasion  of  the  Gauls  in  the  year  891  b.c.  was 
occasioned,  according  to  the  legend,  by  a  plebeian  of 
Clusium,  who,  finding  no  protection  in  the  laws  against 
patrician  violence,  tempted  the  Gauls  to  cross  the  Alps  by 
making  them  acquainted  with  the  productions  of  his 
fertile  country,  especially  with  the  southern  wines.*  This 
story  is  of  course  invented,  but  the  invention  presupposes 
a  state  of  things  favourable  to  the  interference  of  foreigners. 
Such  was  also  the  case  in  Arretium,  where  the  ruling 
house  of  the  Cilnians,  shortly  before  the  third  Samnite 
war,  301  b.o.,  being  expelled  by  the  people,  sought  and 
found  help  with  the  Bemans.'  The  Bomans  were  at  all 
times  the  friends  of  the  aristocratic  party  in  the  Italian 
states,  and  were  prepared  to  draw  political  advantages  out 
of  this  friendship.  Thus  the  popular  party  were  driven  to 
join  the  enemies  of  Eome,  and  therefore  in  every  collision 
between  Bomans  and  Gauls  in  that  country,  Etruscans  were 
ranged  against  Etruscans  in  the  ranks  of  foreign  armies. 
The  state  of  things  in  Etruria,  and  the  relation  of  poli- 
tical parties  there  to  Bome,  are  illustrated  more  especially 
by  the  events  which  took  place  in  Yolsinii,  a  town  that 
may  be  considered  to  have  been  about  this  time  the  head 
of  the  Etruscan  confederation.  The  events  to  which  we 
refer,  it  is  true,  belong  to  a  somewhat  later  period,  the 
year  265  b.c.,  twenty  years  after  the  battle  of  Arretium, 
and  only  one  year  before  the  outbreak  of  the  first  Punic 
war ;  but  the  state  of  things  in  Yolsinii  which  called  them 


>  See  p.  461.  Niebuhr  (Rom.  Guch,,  iii.  321 ;  English  tmulation,  iiL  274  H 
Mj.)  remarks  that  the  danger  from  the  Oauls  was  the  cauM  of  the  good  under- 
standing and  long  peace  between  Etruria  and  Bome. 

«  livy,  T.  S8.  •  S«*  aboye,  p.  467. 
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forth  is  clearly  of  a  much  older  date,  and  they  were     CHAP, 
evidently  not  isolated   or  exceptional    phenomena,  but 
were  only  indications  of  the  development  which  for  a  long 
time  had  been  going  forward  in  the  political  life  of  the 
Etruscan  states. 

After  long  internal  straggles  in  Yolsinii  a  revolution  Revolution 
broke  out  in  the  year  265  b.o.     The  nobles  lost  all  share  "^VoUinii. 
in  the  government,  which  they  had  obstinately  refused  to 
share  with  the  commonalty.     A  democratic  government 
was  established,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  the  revolution 
was  carried  out  with  much  severity  and  cruelty.     The 
lower  class  of  people  in  Etruria  were  no  doubt  incapable  of 
the  moderation  of  the  Boman  plebs,  and  the  Lucumones 
or  nobles  had  not  the  political  wisdom  of  the  Eoman 
patricians.    The  old  contrast  between  masters  and  serfs 
had  remained,  and  had  lost  nothing  in  the  course  of  time 
in  bitterness  and  harshness.    Hence  the  revolution,  when 
it  came  at  last,  was  violent,  although  the  descriptions 
of  it  given  by  the  Boman  historians  are  manifestly  great 
exaggerations.'      It   is    represented   by  the    moralising 
writers  of  the  later  time  as  a  consequence  of  the  extreme 
luxury  and  dissoluteness  of  the  Yolsinians.     The  citizens, 
becoming  effeminate  and  weak,  allowed  the  power  to  be 
wrested  out  of  their  hands  by  their  own  slaves,  who,  after 
having  gained  admittance  into  the  senate  and  to  the 
public  offices,  seized  the  whole  power  of  the  state,  and  re- 
taliated upon  the  nobles  by  all  sorts  of  exactions,  spolia- 
tions, and  cruelties.     They  put  themselves  in  possession 
of  the  property  of  the  rich  by  compelling  them  to  make 
them  their  heirs,  they  forbad  the  social  gatherings  of  the 
free-born  citizens,  married  their  daughters,  committed 
adultery  with  impimity,  and  violated  the  honour  of  every 

>  Zonaras,  yiii.  7.  Valer.  Max.,  ix.  1,  ext.  2.  Floras,  i.  21.  Orosius,  ir.  5. 
Anreliüfl  Victor,  De  Vir,  lU.,  86.  The  commona  of  Volsinii,  who  were  admitted 
to  the  senate  and  the  public  offices,  are  called  manumitted  slaTes.  In  one  sense 
this  is  correct,  inasmuch  as  the  plebeians  in  Volsinii,  as  well  as  in  Kome,  were 
the  descendants  of  people  conquered  in  war,  t.«.  of  slaves.  In  a  similar 
manner  Herodotus  (vi.  83)  spealu  of  an  insurrection  of  slaves  in  Argos,  where  we 
mutt  think  of  the  lower  dass  of  citizens,  the  demos  or  plebs.    Cf.  Justin,  18,  3. 
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noble  bride.^  It  is  not  difficult  to  recognise  in  this  cari- 
cature the  real  features  of  the  Yolsinian  revolution,'  and 
to  see  that  its  course  was  not  unlike  the  political  develop- 
ment  in  Borna.  The  chan^^ing  of  the  original  slaves  into 
freedmen,  into  clients  and  citizens  with  an  inferior  franchise 
without  any  share  in  the  government  and  legplslation ;  then 
the  admission  of  these  to  the  senate,  to  the  public  offices, 
and  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  old  citizens ;  the  granting 
of  the  right  of  intermarriage,  with  which  the  right  of 
inheritance  wa«  connected ;  the  limitation  of  the  patrician 
assemblies  and  clubs,' — all  these  are  steps  in  the  develop- 
ment of  plebeian  rights  with  which  we  are  sufficiently 
acquainted  in  the  internal  history  of  Bome.  The  nobles 
of  Yolsinii  would  not  abide,  unfortunately,  by  the  results  of 
their  internal  revolution,  but  sought  to  make  themselves 
masters  of  their  hated  opponents  by  foreign  aid.  They 
secretly  sent  an  embassy  to  Bome,  to  bring  about  the  in- 
tervention of.  the  Boman  government  in  their  favour.  The 
conspirators,  on  their  return  ta  Volsinii,  were  seized,  tor- 
tured, and  executed,  together  with  the  chief  men  of  the 
aristocratic  party.  A  Boman  army  now  advanced  before  the 
unhappy  town.  Sanguinary  combats  took  place.  A  for- 
tified town  like  Volsinii,  defended  by  men  who  were  driven 
to  despair  and  doomed  to  die,  could  not  be  taken  at  the 
first  onset.  The  Boman  consul,  Q.  Fabius  Gurges,  was 
killed.  M.  Valerius  Flaccus  followed  him  in  the  command, 
blockaded  the  town,  and  reduced  it  at  last  by  hunger.  A 
bloody  sentence  was  now  passed  on  the  leaders  of  the 
popular  party.  In  this  fatal  revolutionary  war  the  venerable 


'  Valer.  Max.,  ix.  ext,  2 ;  '  Ac  ne  qua  lirgo  ingenuo  nuberet  cuitts  castitatem 
non  ante  ex  numero  ipsorupi  aliquis  delibasset.'  This  reminds  us  of  the 
alleged  feudal  right  of  the  French  nobility. 

'  Compare  the  just  remarka  of  Niebuhr,  Bom,  Gtseh.,  i.  131 ;  Engliah  tnns- 
lation,  i.  124. 

*  The  'coitionefl/  i.e.  associations  and  clubs,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of 
influencing  the  elections,  seem  to  have  been  rery  obnoxious  to  the  political 
moralists  of  Rome.  They  are  invariably  condemned  as  illegal  or  pernicious,  and 
no  doubt  often  were  so.— lävy,  iii.  Z5,  65 ;  vii.  32 ;  iz.  26.  Cicero,  Plimc. 
xxii.  53. 
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tod  wealthy  town  of  Volsinii  perished.     It  was  sacked     CHAP, 
and  destroyed ;  the  democratic  party  was  annihilated,  the  -  _    ,   _  - 
wretched  remnants  of  the  nobility  were  restored  to  power    200-28-2 
over  the  rains  of  their  native  town.    Volsinii  never  rose 
from  the  ashes.    A  new  town  was  built  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, in  which  the  aristocratic  party  had  the  satisfaction  of 
establishing  a  government  to  their  liking.     Thus  dealt 
the  Romans  with  a  friendly  town  which  had  sought  their 
help  in  her  domestic  troubles.     The  intervention  in  the 
civil  war  and  the  destruction  of  Volsinii  were  extolled 
in  Some  as  a  victory  over  Etruria.     Triumphs  were  cele- 
brated, and  innumerable  works  of  art  and  rich  spoils, 
which,  in  the  lapse  of  ages,  had  been  collected  in  the 
metropolis  of  Etruscan  art  and  civilisation,  were  carried 
off  to  adorn  the  Forum  and  the  Capitol. 

If  at  this  time  the  Gauls  had  been  in  a  position  per-  Inaction  of 
mitting  them  to  oppose  the  Bomans,  they  would  most 
assuredly  have  befriended  the  oppressed  popular  party  in 
Volsinii,  but  after  their  defeat  at  the  Vadimonian  Lake, 
they  kept  quiet  for  forty-five  years.  This  was  the  period 
during  which  swarms  of  Gauls  overran  Macedonia  and 
Greece.  Eome  knew  how  to  make  use  of  this  respite,  by 
overthrowing  one  of  the  now  useless  bulwarks  against 
which,  in  former  years,  the  Grallic  onsets  had  been 
broken. 

The  Eomans  succeeded  in  the  destruction  of  Volsinii /^^*°g®  in 
and  in  the  subjection  of  Palerii,  which  took  place  in  the  t^rof  the 
year  292  b.g.,^  without  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Etruscang. 
other  Etruscan  towns  to  oppose  their  aggression.     The 
Etruscans  exhibited  now  the  same  indifference  to  the  fate 
of  their  coimtrymen  as  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  earlier 
when  Veii  was  attacked,  and,  after  a  siege  of  ten  years, 
destroyed  by  the  Eomans.   The  warlike  spirit  of  this  people 
had   evidently  fled.     They  lived  now  only  for  sensual 
pleasures.     For  a  period  of  nearly  two  hundred   years 
history  has  next  to  nothing  to  relate  of  them.     Their 
pacific  relations  to  Bome  remained  unbroken,  and  this 
^  Zonaras,  riii.  1, 

VOL.  It  II 
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BOOK     enabled  them  to  practise  the  arts  of  peace,  to  ciiltirate 
.■    /,.  their  land  like  a  garden,  and  to  create  innumerable  works 
29Ü-28-2    ^f  ^^^   which  attest   their    superior  talent   and  great 
wealth.     Thej  joined  in  no  conspiracy  against  Borne  with 
the  peoples  of  soiithem  Italy,  with  the  Samnites,  the 
Lucanians,   the    Tarentines,  or    with    Fjnrrhus.     When 
Pyrrhus  appeared  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  Borne,  after 
his  victory  at  Heraclea,  and  hoped  to  find  the  Etroscans 
willing  to  join  in  a  war  against  Bome,  all  was  tranquil 
in  the  whole  of  Etrnria.     Bome  was  qntte  safe  on  this 
side,  and  could  direct  all  her  energies  to  the  south. 
Condition        The  strength  of  the  Samnites  had  been  broken  in  the 
i*^{!^®         third  war.     They  could  no  longer  hope  to  oppose  the 
Greeks.       extension  of  the  Boman  power  in  the  southern  districts  of 
the  peninsula.   The  establishment  of  the  colony  of  Yenusia 
was  the  first  step  by  which  Bome  prepared  her  lasting 
dominion  over  that  district.     The  turn  was  now  come  for 
the  Greek  towns  on  the  coast,  which  till  now  had  taken 
no  part  in  the  wars  of  the  Bomans  and  the  Italians,  and 
who,  conscious  of  their  own  weakness,  entertained  the  hope 
of  prolonging  their  own  independence  through  the  internal 
struggles  of  the  Italian  nations.    As  soon,  however,  as  a 
decided  superiority  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerent 
powers  was  established,  it  became  clear  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Greek  towns  was  gone.    There  had  been 
a  time  when  they  might  have  hoped  to  Hellenise  Italj. 
They  could  have  accomplished  this  object  if  they  had  been 
united,  and  prepared  to  sacrifice  a  portion  of  their  local 
independence  for  the  common  good.     That -time  was  past 
They  had  now  no  choice  but  to  be  absorbed  by  the  natives 
of  Italy.     This  was  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  their 
mutual  jealousy  and  their  murderous  wars  among  them- 
selves. 

Thurii  was  the  first  Greek  town  which  was  drawn 
towards  Bome.  Hard-pressed  by  the  Lucanians,  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  breaking  into  the  wealthy  Greek  settle- 
ments as  the  animals  of  the  forest  invade  the  fields  and  the 
flocks  of  man,  the  people  of  Thurii  applied  to  Bome  for  help. 
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The  Lucanians  had  rendered  much  important  seryice  CHAP, 
to  the  Romans  in  the  third  Samnite  war.  They  probably  -  _  \^'_ 
thought  themselves  justified,  after  the  peace  with  the 
Samnites,  in  paying  themselves,  by  laying  under  contribu- 
tion Greek  cities  which  were  at  the  same  time  wealthy 
and  unable  to  make  a  stout  resistance.  Perhaps  they 
contemplated  even  the  conquest  and  lasting  possession  of 
Thurii.  They  had  just  seen  a  Greek  town  seized  by  coun« 
trymen  of  their  own,  and  were  no  doubt  eager  to  follow 
such  a  shining  example.  The  SabeUian  mercenaries  who 
had  served  in  Sicily  under  Ä.gathokles  had  surprised  the 
Greek  town  of  Messana  in  Sicily,  had  massacred  all  the 
men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  lived  now  in  abundance 
and  luxury.  The  Bomans  could  not  allow  a  similar 
capture  of  an  Italian  town  by  a  warlike  people  like  the 
Lucanians,  and  so  they  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  war 
against  their  old  allies  the  Lucanians,  and  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  Thurinians.^  In  this  war  with  the  Lucanians, 
as  might  be  expected,  Samnites'  and  Bruttians  took  a 
part.  Caius  Fabricius  gained  great  victories,'  raised  the 
siege  of  Thurii,*  and,  after  placing  a  garrison  there,  re- 
turned laden  with  spoils  to  Home.* 

The  success  of  the  Eomans,  however,  was  not  confined  Ertension 
to  the  military  occupation  of  Thurii.     Locri,  Croton,  and  ^^^ 
Hhegium  received  Eoman  garrisons.^     AU  of  the  most  power 
important  Greek  towns  along  the  coast  were  thus  in  the  Sroek  ^ 
power  of  Eome,  with  the  exception  of  Tarentum.     The  ^^^' 

*  Bionysius,  excerpt  2344.  Valer.  Max.,  i.  8,  6.  The  war  was  declared,  not 
against  the  Lucanian  people  in  general,  but  against  Stheniufi  Stafilius,  the 
commander  of  the  Lucanians.  This  shows  that  onlj  a  band  of  Lucanian  free- 
l>ooter8  was  concerned.  Such  bands  must  have  exißted  also  among  the  Samnites, 
and  have  carried  on  war  on  their  own  account  after  the  Samnite  nation  had 
concluded  peace  with  Rome.  The  alleged  victories  of  the  Eomans  over  the 
Samnites  in  this  period  (Livy,  ep.  xii.)  can  refer  only  to  encounters  with  such 
l>odie8  of  warlike  adventurers  and  plunderers. 

«  Probably  not  communi  consilio,  but  as  freebooters. — See  preceding  note. 

*  Dionysius,  xviii.  6.    Valer.  Max.,  i.  8,  6. 

*  Pliny,  Hist.  Nat.,  xxxiv.  16.  •  Dionysius,  xviii.  7. 

*  The  exact  time  cannot  be  fixed.  But  the  period  preceding  the  invasion  of 
Italy  by  Pyrrhus  seems  the  meet  likely,  at  least  with  regard  to  Locri  and 
Ozoton,  perhaps  also  of  Bhegium.    See  Droysen,  HeUeniamus,  ii.  122,  note  56. 

I  I  2 
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BOOK  possession  of  tUs  town  would  liave  completed  the  miUtaiy 
.  ™'  .  supremacy  of  Bome  over  southern  Italj,  and  it  seemed 
290-282  jiQ^  a  natural  and  legitimate  object  of  the  Boman  policy 
to  add  this  keystone  to  the  edifice.  Tarentum  was  doomed  ; 
but,  before  it  fell,  events  took  place  calculated  to  test  to 
the  uttermost  the  courage  and  energy,  the  perseverajice 
and  self-devotion,  of  the  Boman  people. 
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CHAPTEE  XIV- 

THE  WAE  WITH  TAEENTUH  AND  PTESHÜS,  282-272  B.C. 

After   the  decline  of  Croton  and  the  destruction  of     CHAP. 

Sybaris,  Tarentom  was  decidedly  the  most  flourishing  and  ^ .-1-* 

the  most  powerful  town  in  Magna  Grsecia.  It  was  ^B.a^^ 
originally  a  Spartan  colony,  but  had,  like  the  other  Grreek 
towns  in  Italy,  received  in  course  of  time  a  very  mixed  Oo^itioii 
population,  embracing  also  native  Italians.  The  primi-  Taren- 
tive  aristocratic  constitution  had  given  place  to  a  demo- 
cracy, when  a  great  number  of  the  nobles  had  fallen  in  a 
bloody  engagement  with  the  neighbouring  lapygians« 
The  constitution  of  Tarentum  was,  however,  by  no  means 
a  licentious  or  xmreasonable  democracy,  as  it  is  represented 
by  the  flatterers  of  the  Bomans*  Aristotle  speaks  of  it 
approvingly.*  On  the  whole,  the  Tarentines  have  not 
deserved  tibe  bad  name  they  bear.'  Their  history  is 
perhaps  the  most  creditable  among  all  the  Greek  settle- 
ments in  Italy  and  Sicily.  If  they  were  not  so  conspicuous 
for  military  virtues  and  brilliant  exploits  as  the  Syracusans, 
they  were  at  least  not  exposed  to  the  same  political  cala- 
mities, and  were  not  always  tossed  about  between  tyranny 
and  anarchy.  They  seem  on  the  whole  to  have  proceeded 
calmly  and  quietly  in  the  regulation  of  their  internal 
affairs,  although  among  them,  as  in  all  free  states,  but 
especially  in  the  Greek  city  republics,  the  struggle  between 
an  aristocratic  and  a  democratic  party  was  the  main- 
spring of  political  life.    We  hear  of  no  bloody  collision  of 

>  Aristotle,  PolU.,  Ti.  8,  6. 

*  The  same  maj  be  aaid  of  Sjrbaris.    See  Oiote,  Hist,  of  Greece,  iiL  628. 
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by  the  undisputed  dominion  of  the  democracy.  That  the 
^^B^cJ^  Tarentines  took  an  active  part  in  the  intellectual  life  of  the 
Greek  people  they  could  prove  by  pointing  to  their  fellow- 
citizen  Archytas,  who  so  far  enjoyed  their  confidence  that 
he  was  intrusted  for  years  with  a  leading  influence  in  the 
state.  Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted  that  in  this  rich  and 
flourishing  commercial  town,  the  fine  arts^  and  literature' 
found  a  firuitiul  soil.  The  situation  of  Tarentom  was 
extremely  favourable.  A  narrow  tongue  of  land,  which  in 
the  northern  comer  of  the  gulf  extended  from  east  to 
west,  and  on  its  western  extremity  nearly  touched  the 
opposite  coast,  formed  a  safe  and  almost  dock-like  harbour, 
secure  against  all  storms  firom  the  sea,  while  the  open 
roadstead  outside  offered  good  anchorage.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  inner  harbour  was  a  hUl,  on  which  the 
citadel  rose  as  on  an  island.  The  town  covered  the  narrow 
tongue  of  land  between  the  inner  and  the  outer  harbour, 
and  was  so  built  that  the  cross  streets  led  to  the  water  on 
each  side.  No  single  town  in  Magna  Grsecia  had  a  more 
favourable  position  for  navigation  and  commerce.'  In 
addition  to  this,  the  sea  in  those  parts  was  full  of  fish,^ 
and  thus  furnished  a  great  portion  of  the  food  of  the 
people.  The  districts  round  Tarentnm  were  excellent 
pasture  and  arable  land.  The  diligence  and  skill  of 
the  Tarentines  knew  how  to  turn  these  natural  gifts  to 
their  utmost  advantage.  To  their  extensive  commerce 
they  joined  an  important  manufacturing  industry,  and 
Tarentine  textile  fibbrics  and  dyed  stufb  enjoyed  a  great 
reputation.* 

'  Strabo  (yi.  3)  mentions  a  colossal  bronze  statue  of  Zens,  the  laigcst  ii 
existence  after  the  Colossus  of  Bhodes ;  also  a  colossal  statue  of  Heiakles  bj 
Lysippos. 

'  The  oldest  Boman  poet,  livius  Andronicus,  iras  a  Tarentine,  and  vii 
carried  away  to  Borne  in  272  b.c.  as  a  sUve,  on  the  capture  of  Tarentum.  The 
Hellenizing  period  of  Boman  literature  is  therefore  in  a  manner  directly  con- 
nected with  Tarentum. 

s  On  the  &Tourable  position  of  Tarentum  as  a  commercial  town,  let 
Polybius,  z.  1.  «See  Qiote,  IRst.  <if  Qreeee,  ÜL  616. 

*  Broysen,  Hdlenümu$,  ii.  97. 
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The  foreign  policy  of  the  Tarentines  appears  to  have     CHAP. 
l)een  on  the  whole  peaceable.     They  could  not,  of  course,  > — ,-L^ 
avoid  all  conflicts  with  their  neighbours,  especially  with    ^^^^?^^ 
the  Thurinians,  but  we  find  no  trace  of  their  having  am-        . 
bitious  intentions  with  regard  to  the  extension  of  their  policy  of 
dominions.    Nevertheless  they  did  not  give  themselves  up,  JlJ^^g  "®'^" 
as  has  been  said  of  them,  to  indolent  luxury.     They  knew 
liow  to  maintain  their  position  against  the  rapacious 
liucanians  and  Messapians,  as  also  against  the  far  more 
dangerous   tyrants    of    Syracuse,   who  visited  so  many 
Italian  towns  with  fire  and  sword.     It  is  said  that  the 
Tarentines  at  the  time  of  their  prosperity  brought  an 
army  of  20,000  men  into  the  field.     In  addition  to  this 
they  had  a  respectable  fleet,  and  if  they  did  not  claim  to 
rule  the  sea,  they  were  at  least  in  a  position  to  protect 
their  own  commerce  and  their  town,  which  was  impreg- 
nable so  long  as  the  harbour  was  open.     Yet  the  continu- 
ally repeated  attacks  of  the  Italians  sorely  tried  Tarentum 
at  last.     Exposed  to  the  harassing  depredations  of  the 
mountaineers,  agriculture  became  more  and  more  pre- 
carious.    It  was  not  possible  to  defend  effectually  the 
whole  territory,  and  to  deprive  trade  and  industry  of 
thousands  of  hands  which  would  have  been  necessary  to 
keep  the  enemy  everywhere  in  check.    Hence  the  Taren- 
tines called  first  the  Spartan  king  Archidamus,  then  the 
Molossian  prince  Alexander,  and  at  last  Eleonymus  of 
Sparta,  to  fight  for  them  against  the  Italians. 


Thus  the  Tarentines  successfully  kept  off  their  enemies,  Roman 

encroacl 
xnents. 


whilst  the  Samnite  wars  occupied  the  Sabellian  nations  in  ®'^^^'^°*^^" 
other  parts,  and  they  were  of  course  well  satisfied  that 
these  wars  continued  so  long.  In  fact  they  could  wish  for 
nothing  better  than  that  the  Bomans  and  Sanmites  should 
continue  to  keep  each  other  in  check.  It  is  related'  that 
they  made  an  attempt  to  act  as  arbitrators  in  the  third 
Samnite  war,  and  that  they  required  both  Bomans  and 
Samnites  to  lay  down  their  arms.    But  they  had  neither 

■  LiTj,  iz.  14.    The  stoiy  looks  like  a  fiction  and  desenres  no  credit. 
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on  whilst  Samnium  was  more  and  more  exhausted  by  the 
wars  with  Borne.  Now,  after  the  termination.of  the  third 
war,  it  was  no  longer  their  flocks  and  their  countij-houses 
alone  which  they  had  to  defend  from  the  rude  hands  of 
the  spoilers.  The  goal  of  the  Boman  legions  was  the  citadel 
of  Tarentum ;  the  Bomans  could  only  aim  at  possessing 
what  the  Lucanians  had  contented  themselyes  with  spoiling 
and  plundering. 
State  of  There  was  peace  and  amity  between  Borne  and  Taren- 

Strentom.  *^'^*  However  clearly  the  instinct  of  self-preservation 
might  have  urged  the  Tarentines  not  to  allow  the  Sam- 
nites  to  be  utterly  crushed,  they  had  still  abstained  &om 
all  acts  of  hostility  towards  Bome.'  Samnium  bled  to 
death  before  their  eyes,  and  the  Bomans  established  them* 
selves  at  Yenusia,  close  on  the  frontier  of  the  Tarentine 
territory.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  they  would  stop 
there ;  and  sober  men,  who  saw  clearly  the  hopelessness  of 
a  continued  resistance,  probably  thought  a  union  with  Bome 
the  only  chance  of  being  able  to  save  the  independence  of 
the  town.  The  city  of  Naples  furnished  a  precedent 
Naples  preserved  her  own  local  self-government  and  her 
Greek  nationality  under  Boman  supremacy.  This  view 
was  supported  chiefly  by  the  better  and  wealthier  class  of 
citizens,  who  with  a  greater  insight  into  the  political 

'  Jatj  (viii.  27),  S^naras  (viii.  2),  and  Orosins  (iii.  22)  represent  the 
Tarentines  as  the  enemies  of  Rome  and  friends  of  the  Samnites.  Hoveyer, 
thej  do  not  report  any  act  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Tarentines,  and  we 
mnst  therefore  conclude  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  sentiments  and  feais 
of  the  latter,  they  obseired  strict  neutrality.  This  is  the  more  likely  as  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  amity  existed  between  Tarentum  and  Rome,  which  was 
probably  concluded  before  the  second  Samnite  war,  according  to  Niebuhr's 
conjecture  (Bom,  Gesch.,  iii.  818;  English  translation,  iii.  272).  The  direct  and 
immediate  enemies  of  Tarentum  were  the  Lucanians.  It  is  therefore  possible  that 
when  the  Romans  and  Lucanians  made  common  cause  against  Samnium,  the 
Tarentines  looked  upon  the  Samnites  as  their  friends  and  upon  the  Romans 
as  their  enemies.  Neyertheless  they  probably  abstained  from  direct  hostilities 
against  Rome.  Their  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  with  Rome  was  in  full  force 
in  282  B.c.,  nor  were  they  eyer  accused  of  haying  broken  it. 
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position  and  the  relative  gtrength  of  Tarentnm  and  Borne     CHAP, 
nnited  aversion  to  a  war  which  conld  entail  no  other  con- 


sequence than  the  utter  ruin  of  their  native  town.^  There  ^^^^^ 
was  thus  a  .Boman  party  in  Tarentum,'  which,  as  every- 
where in  the  Italian  towns,  consisted  naturally  of  the  ad- 
herents of  aristocratic  institutions*  These  were  opposed 
by  fhe  democrats,  who,  having  nothing  to  lose,  were  pre- 
pared to  hazard  everything  for  the  defence  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  their  town  and  of  the  popular  form  of  government, 
which,  under  the  influence  of  Borne,  would  have  had  little 
chance  of  continuing  long;  but  even  the  most  reckless 
demagogues  were  not  so  blind  that  they  expected  to  be  able 
to  withstand  the  Bomanswith  their  own  unaided  strength. 
Accordingly  they  directed  their  hopes  towards  Greece, 
from  whence  three  times  already  help  had  come  to  the 
Italian  Greeks.  Whether  negotiations  had  commenced 
with.  King  Pyrrhus  in  the  very  commencement  of  the 
quarrel  with  Borne  we  cannot  telL  It  is,  however,  very 
probable  that  this  was  the  case,  for  as  early  as  289 
B.C.,  i.e,  eight  years  previously,  the  Tarentine  fleet  had 
assisted  Pyrrhus  in  the  defence  of  Corcyra  against 
Demetrius,'  and  therefore  they  could  expect  help  in 
return.*  The  Bomans  therefore  were  in  danger  of  see- 
ing the  best  harbour  on  the  coast  of  Italy,  and  the  richest 
and  most  influential  town,  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
power,  which  might  put  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  the  consolidation  of  their  dominion  in  Italy. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  when,  in  the  autumn  of  the  I>efoat  of 
year  282  s.o.,  suddenly  and  unexpectedly,  a  Boman  fleet  of  fleet  at" 
ten  ships  of  war  appeared  before  the  harbour  of  Tarentum.  Tarentnm. 
The  treaty  of  301  b.o.^  forbade  the  Bomans  to  sail  beyond 

'  Zonaras,  yiii.  2. 

'  One  of  the  leaders  of  thia  party  was  Aristarchns,  of  whom  we  are  told 
(Zonaras,  viii.  13)  that  he  fled  to  Eome. 
'  Pausanias,  i.  12. 

*  This  hypothesis  agrees  with  the  expression  of  JnsUn,  zriii.  1 ;  '  Iterata 
Tarentinomm  legatione/ 

*  The  date  is  coigectural;  Niebuhr(i?om.  Crsseh.,  iii.  318 ;  English  translation, 
lii.  272)  is  in  faTonr  of  the  year  301  b.o.    Perhaps  the  treaty  was  older.    It  is 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


490 


EOMAN  HISTORY. 


BOOK 
IIL 

282-272 
B.c. 


Jastiflca- 
tion  of  the 
Taren- 
tines. 


the  Lacinian  promontorj  at  the  furthest  soutbeTn  extremity 
of  the  Tarentine  Gulf.  The  excitement  among  the  Taren- 
tines,  produced  by  the  sudden  appearance  of  the  Boman 
fleet,  was  therefore  natural  and  justifiable.  If  the  foreign 
fleet  was  allowed  to  sail  into  the  inner  harbour,  Tarentum 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Bomans.^  The  Tarentines  inter- 
preted the  proceeding  of  the  Eomans  as  an  open  act  of 
hostility.  Nor  could  they  view  it  in  any  other  light,  con- 
sidering the  stipulations  of  their  treaty  with  Rome,  and 
considering  the  laws  of  legitimate  warfare,  as  they  were 
understood  and  accepted  at  that  time.  They  stood  bravely 
on  their  defence,  manned  their  ships,  and  sailed  out  to 
attack  the  Somans.  Four  out  of  ten  Eoman  vessels  were 
sunk,  one  was  taken,- the  others  escaped.  The  Eomaa 
admiral  fell,  a  number  of  seamen  and  soldiers  were  taken 
prisoners ;  the  former  were  sold  as  slaves,  the  latter  put  to 
death.* 

It  is  strange  that  ancient  as  well  as  modem  writers 
have  represented  this  attack  on  the  Boman  fleet  as  an  act 
of  lawless  violence,  as  a  treacherous  and  unjustifiable 
surprise  of  harmless,  defenceless,  and  unsuspecting  men, 
by  a  demented  and  infuriated  people.'  Surely  it  was  not  the 


not  nnlikelj  that  the  Bomani  first  entered  into  amicable  relatioDS  with  Tarentum 
at  the  time  when  they  concluded  a  treaty  of  friendehip  with  Alexander  of  £pin5, 
the  captain-general  of  the  Tarentines,  about  330  b.c.,  though,  according  to  Strabo 
(▼i.  8, 4),  Alexander  fell  out  with  the  Tarentines.  If  these  amicable  relations 
were  afterwards  interrupted  (Diodorus,  xx.  104),  the  old  treaty  may  haTe  been 
renewed  after  the  departure  of  Kleonymus  in  301  b.c. 

'  Arnold  (^Hist,  of  Borne,  ii.  476,  note  25),  after  describing  the  SLtuation  of 
Tarentum,  says :  '  An  enemy  entering  the  harbour  of  Tarentum  would  be  as 
completely  in  the  heart  of  the  city  as  in  the  great  harbour  of  Syracuse ;  and 
Cicero's  description  will  apply  e^en  more  strongly  to  Tarentum  than  to  Sjn- 
ouse :  **  Quo  simulatque  adisset^  non  modo  a  latere  sed  etiam  a  tergo  magnam 
partem  urbis  relinqaeret." ' — Cicero,  in  Verr.,  ii.  t.  38. 

*  Zonaras,  Tiii.  2.    Dio  Cass.,  frgm.  145.    Appian,  iii.  7. 

•  Mommsen,  Bom.  Gesch.,  i.  395.  *  These  disgraceful  proceedings  aie  ex- 
plained only  by  the  sovereign  folly  and  the  sovereign  recklessness  of  a  goven- 
ment  in  the  hands  of  the  mob.  The  Tarentines,  instead  of  summoning  the 
Boman  admiral  to  return,  attacked  him  without  giving  him  warning,  and 
thereby  committed  an  act  of  folly  as  well  as  barbarity— ^ne  of  those  awful  acts 
in  which  civilisation  suddenly  loses  the  helm  and  naked  depiavity  stalks 
before  us,  as  it  were  to  show  the  folly  of  the  childish  fanqr  that  dvilisstioa 
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ISomans,  approaching  with  a  ftilly  equipped  fleet,  ready  for  CHAP, 
a-ction,  who  could  be  considered  unprepared,  but  the 
Tarentines,  who,  expecting  no  enemy,  were  assembled  in 
the  theatre,'  and  whose  ships,  lying  in  the  harbour,  could 
neither  be  ready  manned  nor  in  a  state  fit  for  an  engage- 
ment. Kit  had  been  the  intention  of  the  Romans  to  avoid 
a  collision — if  they  really,  as  it  is  stated,  sailed  up  to  the 
I)ort  of  Tarentum  without  any  hostile  intention,  out  of 
mere  curiosity,*  and  expecting  a  friendly  reception,  they 
had  surely  time  enough  to  discover  their  error  and  to  sail 
back  before  a  single  Tarentine  vessel  could  get  out  of 
port  or  near  them.  The  fact  that  they  accepted  and 
fought  a  battle  shows  that  they  were  not  the  harmless 
strangers  they  are  represented  to  have  been.  But, 
supposing  that  the  action  was  fought  in  the  heat 
of  excitement,  and  without  justification  on  the  part  of  the 
Tarentines ;  is  it  likely  that,  instead  of  cooling  down  when 
the  battle  was  over,  they  should  have  persisted  in  a  course 
of  foUy  and  madness  9  We  cannot  imagine  the  demo- 
cratic government  of  Tarentum  to  have  been  so  utterly 
savage  and  brutal,  so  regardless  of  the  laws  of  civilised 
warfare,  as  to  think  that  they  murdered  in  cold  blood  a 
number  of  innocent  men,  whom  they  had  enticed  into  a 
snare  and  attacked  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.    They 

can  root  out  bestiality  from  human  nature.'  We  are  inclined  to  apply  to  this 
description  the  words  of  Polybius  (ii.  58,  f  12)  where  he  says  of  the  historian 
Phylarchus  :  6  avyypa/pths  abrris  rris  r^partitu  x^^  ^^  fUyov  t^vdos  cJor^wyne 
rh  iXopf  itXkit  Kcä  t^vfios  Mdavov,  A  veiy  different  opinion  is  expressed  by 
Droysen  (Hellenismus,  ii.  107)i  who  says  with  perfect  good  sense:  'The  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Tarentines  may  have  been  tumultuary,  but  did  not  the  act  of 
the  Romans  amount  to  a  gross  violation  of  a  sworn  treaty,  a  most  insolent 
provocation,  the  most  imperious  arrogance  and  insult  offered  to  the  free  com- 
monwealth of  Tarentum  ?  Was  it  advisable  to  wait  until  these  Bomans,  who 
had  just  occupied  Thuiii,  should  declare  what  they  meant  to  do  in  Tarentum  ? 
Surely  the  Tarentines  were  justified  in  acting  like  men  attacked  by  their 
enemies,  and  in  looking  upon  the  peace  with  Home  as  broken.' 

>  As  Niebuhr  (ßöm.  GescK,  iii.  512  ;  English  translation,  iii.  489)  observes» 
they  were  perhaps  assembled  in  public  meeting,  not  to  see  a  play. 

'  Appian,  iii.  7i  2.  Not  one  of  the  writers  who  condemn  the  conduct  of  the 
Tarentines  has  taken  the  trouble  to  explain  why  the  Boman  fleet  was  sent 
to  Ttkrentum« 
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regarded  the  Bomans  and  treated  them  as  pirates,  and 
they  were  fully  justified  in  doing  so.  Not  only  was  the 
treaty  with  Borne  which  excluded  Boman  ships  of  war 
fix)m  the  Tarentine  Gulf  in  full  force ;  it  was  even  at 
this  time  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Tarentines, 
since  the  Bomans  had  shown  their  intention  of  establish- 
ing themselves  in  southern  Italy,  since  they  had  founded 
maritime  colonies  on  the  coast  of  the  Adriatic,  and  since 
they  had  occupied  ThuriiJ  K  the  Bomans,  as  is  highly 
probable,  had  made  use  of  their  fleet  for  the  occupation 
of  Thurii,  and  had  since  then  established  there  a  station 
for  it,  this  was  in  itself  a  violation  of  the  treaty  with 
Tarentum,  which  must  have  galled  the  Tarentines  all  the 
more  as  they  had  not  the  courage  or  the  means  to  wage 
war  with  Bome  on  that  account. 

Quite  irrespectively,  however,  of  any  special  treaty,  the 
entrance  of  foreign  ships  of  war  into  the  Tarentine 
harbour  was  an  open  violation  of  the  laws  of  war  as  then 
universally  recognised.  When,  in  the  Pdoponnesian  war, 
the  Athenian  fleet,  on  its  way  to  Syracuse,  sailed  along  the 
coast  of  Italy,  all  the  harbours  and  towns,  and  amongst 
them  that  of  Tarentum,  were  closed  against  it.*  The 
people  of  Camarina  declined  to  receive  into  their  harbonr 
more  than  one  single  Athenian  war  vessel.'  The  Corcy- 
raeans  likewise  would  not  consent  to  more  than  one 
Athenian  or  Lacedsemonian  war  vessel  entering  their 
harbour ;  if  more  approached,  they  were  to  be  regarded  as 
hostile.^  The  Bomans  showed  üie  same  jealousy  them- 
selves, when,    some  years  later,    a    Carthaginian   fleet 

'  Mommsen  (RSm.  Geteh.,  i.  896),  tgreeing  with  Niebuhr  (BSm,  Ge$eh^  iii .  5 1 2 ; 
English  tnnslation,  iii.  438),  says : '  That  treaty  belonged  to  a  time  long  past  and 
forgotten ;  it  had  no  longer  any  meaning,  at  least  after  the  foundation  of  Hstria 
and  Sena.'  This  is  a  most  dangerous  doctrine.  Are  treaties  to  be  considered  ss 
x>bsolete  and  no  longer  binding  when  they  begin  to  operate  for  the  protecdoa 
of  the  weaker  and  for  the  restraint  of  the  stronger  party  ?  It  is  probable  that« 
since  the  Ibondation  of  Hatria  and  Sena  by  the  Bomans,  the  Tarentines 
thought  the  treaty  had  a  very  clear  and  important  meaning ;  at  least  tkeg  hsd 
not  forgotten  it. 
>    «  Thucydides,  vl  84.  •  Thuoydides,  vi.  Ö2. 

*  Thucydides,  iii.  71.    Compare  Arnold,  J9m^.  qf  Bome,  ii.  477« 
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appeared  before  this  very  liarbonr  of  Tarentum.     They     CHAP, 
earned  the  Carthaginians  off,  though  the  latter  offered  >-   ,  '.^ 
their  co-operation  to  drive  away  the  garrison  of  Pyrrhus,  a    282-272 
service  they  were  bound  to  render,  according  to  the  terms 
of  alliance  between  Borne  and  Carthage.'     The  Bomans 
demanded  even  an  explanation    and    satisfaction  from 
Carthage.^    Is  it  probable  that  they  were  ignorant  of  the         • 
breach  of  law  which  they  had  committed  by  sending 
their  fleet  into  the  harbour  of  Tarentum  9 

The  proceeding  of  the  Bomans,  their  unexpected  ap-  Probable 
pearance  before  Tarentum,  and  the  decision  and  exaspera-  ^km  *  f*^e 
tion  of  the  Tarentines,  admit  only  of  one  explanation,  act  of  the 
There  was,  as  we  have  said,  in  Tarentum  a  Boman  party,      °'*°'* 
consisting  of  the  upper  classes.    This  party  had  formed 
a  connexion  with  Borne,  and  hoped,  just  as  the  same  party 
had  done  in  Thurii,  to  deliver  up  the  town  into  the  hands 
of  the  Bomans.'    The  democrats  of  Tarentum,  in  posses- 
sion of  the  government,  were  therefore  perfectly  justified 
in  frustrating  the  treasonable  intentions  of  their  oppo- 
nents, who  wished  to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of 
the  Bomans,  and  in  treating  them  as  men  guilty  of  an 
act  of  hostility  without  a  previous  declaration  of  war. 
The  subsequent  events  showed  that  they  were  right,  that 
an    agreement    existed    between    the  Bomans  and  the 
aristocratic  party,  and  that  their  object  was  to  bring 
Tarentum  into  the  power  of  the  Bomans. 

However,  whether  the  Tarentines  were  in  the  right  or  Attack  on 
not,  that  was  no  longer  of  any  consequence.     The  die  was  SJjj'^Taren- 
cast,  and  the  war  with  Borne  was  now  inevitable  which  tinea. 
Tarentum  had,  with  unpardonable  supineness,  postponed 
from  year  to  year,  at  a  time  when  decisive  action  might 

*  Poljbius,  iii.  25.     Kapx'ß^f'M''  '^  koI  Kara  BdXarray  *P»fjLalois  ßorfi^ir^frw^ 

*  Orosius,  iv.  5. 

*  A  similar  occurrence  is  related  by  Livy  (xxiv.  27).  In  Syracuse  there  was 
a  Boman  and  a  Carthaginian  party.  The  Carthaginians  sent  a  fleet  to  Pachy- 
num,  near  Syracuse,  to  raise  the  confidence  of  their  partisans.  Thereupon, 
Appius  caused  the  Roman  fleet  to  take  up  a  position  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  to  encourage  the  partisans  of  Rome.  The  crowd  from  the  city  thf'n 
rushed  down  to  the  harbour,  to  resist  the  Romans  in  case  they  should  disembadc 
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have  saved  the  Samnites  from  being  overpowered.  Now 
that  their  blood  was  roused,  they  resolved  to  repair  by 
vigour  and  rapidity  their  past  neglect,  and  to  follow 
up  their  defensive  proceeding  against  the  Boman  fleet 
by  an  attack  on  the  Eoman  garrison  in  Thurii.  The 
occupation  of  Thurii  by  the  Bomans  had  been  a  thorn 
in  the  flesh  to  the  Tarentines.  With  the  Thurinians, 
their  near  neighbours,  they  had  fought  out  many  an 
old  grudge.  The  fertile  territory  of  Metapontum,  lying 
between  the  two  towns,  had  been  the  apple  of  discord. 
The  mutual  jealousy  of  the  two  Greek  towns  had  turned 
out  to  the  advantage  of  the  Lucanians,  and  had  rendered 
it  possible  for  them  to  injure  and  to  weaken  both.  Now 
the  Thurinians,  to  save  themselves  from  the  Lucanians, 
had  called  to  their  aid,  not  their  countrymen,  the  Taren- 
tines, but  the  Boman  barbarians,  and  had  given  up  the 
town  to  them.'  This  called  for  revenge,  a  revenge  which 
was  recommended  also  by  policy.  Thurii  was  attacked  and 
taken  by  the  Tarentines,  probably  with  the  aid  of  the 
fleet  which  had  just  discomfited  the  Boman  squadron. 
The  Boman  garrison  of  Thurii  capitulated,  and  was 
allowed  to  retire.  The  aristocrats  were  expelled,'  and  the 
town  plundered.  A  democratic  government  was  esta- 
blished, as  a  matter  of  course. 

Thus  the  war  with  Bome  had  in  &ct  begun — ^a  war 
which  the  Tarentines  felt  was  more  than  they  could  carry 
on  with  their  own  unaided  strength.  The  negotia- 
tions with  Pyrrhus,  which  were  begun  probably  much 
earlier,'  were  now  resumed.  But  it  would  take  a  consi- 
derable time  before  the  conditions  of  the  alliance  could  be 


'  Appian,  iii.  7,  1 :  li  rt  Bovpiovs  iytcXiffiara  votoifitvoi,  Srt'EXXiyrcs  ims 

4yrf4yriPTO. 

'  Appian,  iii.  7»  1 :  roht  hruptoftif  ainiiy  i^ißtJ^op, 

'  See  above,  p.  489.  It  is  probable  that  even  when  the  attack  was  made  od 
the  Boman  fleet,  the  Tarentines  calcnbited  on  the  support  of  Pjrrhus,  and  were 
the  more  encouraged  to  resist  the  Roman  schemes.  Perhaps  it  was  the  occu- 
pation of  Thurii  which  drove  the  democratic  party  in  Tarentum  to  seek  the 
alliance  of  the  king  of  Epirus. 
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agreed    upon,  and  before  PTrrhns  could    complete  his     CHAP, 
preparations  for  an  expedition  across  the  Ionian  Sea,     In      ^^* 


the  meantime  the  Bomans  might  hope  to  anticipate  282-272 
PjrrhuS)  and  in  one  way  or  another  to  make  themselves 
masters  of  Tarentum.  Their  jfirst  step  was  not  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  as  might  have  been  expected  after  what  had 
taken  place  at  Tarentum  and  Thurii,  but  an  embassy, 
commissioned  to  prevent  the  breaking  out  of  a  war  and 
to  re-establish  the  old  friendly  relations  between  Bome 
and  Tarentum,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  that  unto- 
ward event  in  the  harbour  of  Tarentum.  Bome  demanded 
the  release  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  delivering  up  of  those 
who  had  instigated  the  attack  on  the  fleet — ^that  is,  the 
leaders  of  the  democratic  party ;  moreover  the  restoration 
of  the  expelled  Thurinians,  and  compensation  for  the 
damage  done  to  that  town  J  Had  the  Tarentines  con- 
sented to  these  conditions,  Thurii,  as  well  as  Tarentum, 
would  have  fallen  at  once  into  the  power  of  the  Bomans, 
For,  after  the  surrender  of  the  heads  of  the  democratic 
party,  the  Boman  partisans  would  have  come  into  power, 
and  the  consequence  would  have  been  that  they  would 
have  put  the  town  under  the  protection  of  the  Bomans, 
just  as  the  democrats  afterwards  gave  it  over  to  Pyrrhus. 
Both  parties  tried  their  strength  for  some  time.  At 
length  the  democrats  prevailed,  and  rejected  the  Boman 
conditions.  Of  these  internal  contests  we  find  but  slight 
indications  in  our  authorities,  but  there  is  groimd  for 
supposing  that  the  parties  were  not  so  violently  opposed  to 
one  another  in  Tarentum  as  in  other  Greek  towns,  where 
contests  of  this  sort  generally  ended  with  slaughter^ 
confiscation,  and  the  exile  of  the  weaker  party.  The 
aristocratic  party  in  Tarentum,  which  advocated  a  treaty 
with  Bome,  could  not  carry  out  their  policy,  but  they 

'  Appian,  iii.  7»  2.  Zonaras,  yiii.  2.  From  these  demands  it  would  appear 
that  the  Romans  considered  themselves  justified  in  looking  upon  the  attack  on 
their  ships  as  a  violation  of  international  law.  But  we  shall  think  differentlj 
if  we  bear  in  mind  that  the  Samnites  are  said  to  have  delivered  up  their 
general  Brutulus  Papius  (Livy,  viii.  S9),  and  that  the  Bomans  did  not  scruple 
to  put  to  death  their  captured  enemies  who  had  been  carrying  on  legitimate  war. 
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must  liave  been  very  near  doing  so,  as  appears  from  the 
coarse  of  events  which  followed. 

The  most  extraordinary  anecdotes  are  related  about  the 
reception  of  the  Boman  embassy  in  Tarentum.  L.  Posta- 
mios,  who  was  at  the  head  of  it,  was  greeted,  it  is  said, 
with  scoffing  and  abase  by  the  assembled  Tarentine 
people.  Hi«  foreign  costame  and  the  mistakes  in  his 
broken  Greek  famished  some  mountebanks  with  materials 
of  ribaldry  and  insult,  in  which  the  assembled  people 
joined,  amidst  shouts  of  merriment.  At  last  a  yolgar 
wretch  is  said  to  have  thrown  dirt  on  the  white  toga  of 
the  Eoman,  and  this  infamous  treatment  of  the  sacred 
person  of  an  ambassador,  instead  of  causing  general  indig- 
nation, was  applauded  as  a  merry  trick.  In  a  moment, 
when  the  highest  interests  of  the  state  were  being  dis- 
cussed, when  every  man  knew  that  on  the  decision 
depended  the  safety  of  his  property,  his  freedom,  and  his 
life,  the  whole  people  are  said  to  have  behaved  like  a 
dissolute  company  of  revellers  and  rioters  in  the  midst  of 
a  drunken  debauch.^ 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  these  anecdotes  do 
not  belong  to  history.  They  carry  on  themselves  the  very 
stamp  of  falsehood.^  They  owe  their  origin  to  the  servile 
spirit  of  those  Greek  historians  who  made  it  their  duty 
to  flatter  and  extol  the  Eomans.  Nowhere  is  that  spirit 
more  apparent  than  in  this  part  of  the  history  of  Borne. 
Boman  virtue  appears  nowhere  so  exalted,  by  contrast 
with  the  degenerate  Greeks,  as  in  the  numerous  anecdotes 
with  which  the  story  of  the  war  with  Pyrrhus  is  filled. 
It  moves  our  disgust  to  observe  the  sycophancy  to  which 
the  Greek  writers  could  stoop.    And  in  order  to  celebrate 

>  Arnold  (Hist,  of  Rame,  ii.  478)  gives  a  masterly  description  of  the  reception 
of  the  Roman  ambassadors. 

*  The  account  of  Valerius  Mazimus  (ii.  2,  5)  is  less  improbable,  inasmuch 
as  in  it  the  offence  is  offered  to  Postumius,  not  before  the  assembled  people, 
but  previous  to  the  assembly  being  called.  Valerius,  moreover,  moderates  the 
disgusting  part  of  the  story.  Dionysius  (xTÜi.  7)  makes  the  disgraceful  scene 
to  take  place  qfier  the  holding  of  the  assembly.  On  the  other  hand  Livy  exag- 
gerates the  enormity  of  the  offence  by  saying  (epitjui)  that  the  Koman  amhas- 
iadora  If  ere  beaten  by  the  Tarentines. 
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Eoman  virtue,  Greeks  had  to  be  represented  as  cowards,     CHAP, 
traitors,  and  fools,  as  gluttons  and  drunkards.   The  Taren-  s_,-L-. 
tines  owe  their  bad  reputation  partly  to  the  spirit  which    ^82-272 
pervaded  these  stories.     But  that  they  were  not  such 
despicable,  wretched,  q.nd  low  scoundrels  as  Plutarch, 
Appian,  and  Dio  Cassius  represent,  appears  with  suffi- 
cient evidence  from  a  sober  examination  of  the  recorded 
events. 

The  embassy  returned  to  Bome  without  having  accpm^  Jnter- 
plished  its  end.  The  dignity  of  the  Eoman  people  olearly  Pyrrhus. 
demanded  an  immediate  declaration  of  war,  even  if  the 
disgraceful  treatment  of  the  embassy  by  the  Tarentine 
mob  had  not  taken  place.^  But  the  senate  hesitated  for 
for  several  days  in  its  decision.?  The  situation  of  the 
republic  was  not  difficult.  After  the  victorious  termi- 
nation of  the  war  with  the  Boii  in  Etruria,  no  more 
danger  threatened  on  this  side,  even  if  the  condition  of 
Etruria  and  the  precarious  nature  of  all  treaties  of  peace 
with  the  Gauls  demanded  the  presence  of  a  Eoman  army 
on  the  northern  frontier.  The  Samnites  were  exhausted, 
and  unable,  if  not  unwilling,  to  renew  the  war;  the 
Lucanians  hpd  only  just  been  defeated.  But  even  if 
these  peoples  had  given  cause  for  anxiety,  they  could  not 
have  prevented  Eome  from  declaring  war  against  Tarentum 
without  further  deliberation.  The  delay  of  the  Eomans 
must  be  attributed  to  other  causes.  They  knew  that  a 
war  with  Tarentum,  if  it  did  not  lead  to  a  conquest  of  the 
town,  would  be  of  no  use,  and  that  of  such  a  conquest 
there  was  not  the  slightest  hope  so  long  as  the  Tarentine 
fleet  protected  the  entrance  to  the  harbour.  The  Eomans, 
utterly  inexperienced  ii^  the  art  of  besieging  a  large  town, 
could  accomplish  nothing  by  force  against  a  place  like 
Tarentum.  It  could  not  be  blockaded,  isolated,  and 
reduced  to  surrender  by  hunger.  If  an  ingenious  coup  de 
main  did  not  succeed,  treason  was  the  only  means  by 

^  It  is  self-evident  that,  if  it  had  taken  place,  the  Bomans  could  temporise 
no  longer,  but  were  obliged  to  declare  war  forthwith. 
>  Dionysius,  zvii.  9. 
VOL.  I.  K  K 
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BOOK  which  Tarentum  could  pass  into  their  hands.  Bj  treason 
-_  /  -  the  Eomans  took  Tarentum  twice  at  a  later  period,  bot 
^^B~c '  ^  never  by  force  of  arms.  Through  an  understanding  with  & 
friendly  party  inside  the  walls,  Tarentum,  like  so  manr 
other  towns,  might  perhaps  be  won.  The  attempt  cer- 
tainly had  once  failed,  but  the  Bomans  were  not  the  sort 
of  people  to  be  frightened  from  their  object  by  one  üailuie 
They  therefore  decided  to  possess  themselves  of  the  town, 
if  possible,  by  the  help  of  their  friends.  The  attempt  by 
means  of  a  fleet  could  not  be  repeated.  An  army  was 
now  sent  by  land  into  the  Tarentine  territory  under 
the  consul  Q.  iBmilius  Barbula,  commissioned  to  repeat 
the  offers  of  peace  made  by  Postumius,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  support  these  offers  by  suitable  operations  in  the 
field»  The  Tarentines  were  to  understand  clearly  what  they 
risked  if  they  continued  to  reject  the  treaty  with  Borne, 
and  to  look  elsewhere  for  support.  The  consul  scattered 
the  Tarentine  mercenaries  and  native  troops,  and  laid 
waste  the  country,  but  spared  the  property  and  persons  of 
the  adherents  of  the  aristocratic  party.  While  the  war 
was  thus  exercising  its  pressure  on  Tarentum,  tl^e  Bomans 
still  offered  peace  on  the  previous  terms.  The  democrats 
were  in  a  difficult  position.  Some  of  their  most  influential 
men  were  absent  on  an  embassy  which  had  been  sent  to 
Pyrrhus.  Their  opponents  gained  ground  day  by  day, 
and  they  succeeded  at  last  in  appointing  Agis,  the  head  of 
the  Boman  faction,  as  commander-in-chief.  The  moment 
had  now  arrived  when  the  shrewd  and  persevering  policy 
of  the  Bomans  was  on  the  point  of  being  crowned  with 
success.  As  soon  as  Agis  should  have  entered  on  his 
office,  the  Bomans  might  hope  to  be  admitted  into  the 
town.  But  in  the  very  moment  of  success,  their  hopes 
were  dashed  to  the  ground.  The  precious  prize,  after 
which  they  had  already  stretched  forth  the  hand,  was 
wrested  from  them  by  one  more  rapid  in  the  race.  Kineas, 
the  ambassador  and  confidential  minister  of  King  Pyrrhus, 
appeared  in  Tarentum  with  the  promise  of  immediate 
support  from  his  master.     Agis  was  deposed  from  his 
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office  before  he  had  even  entered  on  it.     The  democratic     CHAP. 

VTTT 

party  gained  the  upper  hand,  and  from  henceforth  the 


B.c. 


fate  of  Tarentum  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  ad-    282-272 
ventorons  prince  who  boasted  of  haying  sprung    from 
the  race  of  Achilles,  and  believed  himself  destined  to  be 
the  champion  of  the  Greeks  against  the  barbarians  and 
the  descendants  of  the  Trojans. 


X  X  2 
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The  first  hostile  collision  of  the  Bomans  with  the  Greeks 
of  the  mother  country  obliges  us  to  cast  a  glance  at  the 
condition  of  that  country,  the  history  of  which  from  tim 
time  forwards  is  gradually  bound  up  with  that  of  Bome, 
and  whose  intellectual  life  was  to  fertilise  the  Soman,  and 
to  exercise  a  great  and  lasting  influence  on  the  course  of 
civilisation  in  antiquity  and  in  modem  times. 

When  Eome  emerged  from  the  narrow  limits  of  Latimn, 
and,  by  the  conquest  of  Samnium,  became  the  first  power 
in  Italy,  when  she  glowed  in  youthful  vigour  and  was 
thirsting  for  action  and  dominion,  Greece  was  already 
at  the  end  of  her  political  career.  The  brilliancy  of  the 
free  commonwealths  of  the  olden  time  had  faded  awar 
before  the  rising  sun  of  the  Macedonian  kingdom,  which, 
after  a  wonderfully  rapid  and  victorious  course,  set  in  the 
storm-clouds  of  a  period  as  calamitous  as  the  last  ages  of 
the  republics,  but  less  glorious.  Alexander  the  Great,  the 
deified  conqueror,  had,  with  the  aid  of  the  Greek  nation, 
overthrown  at  one  blow  the  decaying  edifice  of  the  Persian 
monarchy,  and  had  formed  a  gigantic  empire,  whose  un- 
wieldy body  was  dissolved  as  soon  as  his  spirit  animated 
it  no  more.  His  example  had  fired  his  generals  with  a 
mad  passion  for  conquest  and  dominion,  and  there  arose 
everywhere,  from  the  Adriatic  Sea  to  India  and  from  the 
Euxine  to  the  Falls  of  the  Nile,  Greek  kings  in  barbaric 
lands,  all  emulating  the  great  Alexander,  and  striving  not 
to  fall  short  of  their  illustrious  model  either  in  virtues  or 
in  vices.     Their  ambition  was  directed  to  form  states  and 
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"to  found  dynasties.     It  was  a  time  of  gigantic  struggles,     CHAP. 
TTild  passions,  and  rapid  and  astonishing  changes.  Nothing  > ^J-^ 


seemed  to  be  enduring.  Kingdoms  rose  and  disappeared 
again  in  quick  succession ;  they  grew,  expanded,  fell  to 
pieces,  and  were  formed  again  in  different  combinations  of 
tlie  constituent  parts,  as  the  blind  fortune  of  war  directed, 
or  the  genius  of  the  Macedonian  generals  shaped  them. 

In  vain  did  the  very  best  among  Alexander's  successors  Biseolu- 
strive  against  the  inert  opposition  which  Nature  herself,  ^pj^^  '^ 
in  the  extent,  position,  and  character  of  the  countries  of 
the  great  Macedonian  empire,  brought  to  bear  against 
every  attempt  to  restore  the  ill-cemented  monarchy  of 
Alexander.  Even  the  genius  of  Alexander  himself  would 
not  have  been  able  to  keep  together  for  a  continuance  the 
state  which  military  success  had  formed  for  the  moment. 
The  empire  was  broken  up  in  several  fragments,  the  form 
and  extent  of  which  were  chiefly  determined  by  geographi- 
cal conditions,  by  seas,  mountains,  and  deserts — ^the  natural 
boundaries,  which  can  seldom  be  overstepped  by  human 
efforts  for  a  long  time.  Egypt  separated  itself  first  from 
the  great  mass  of  countries  with  which  it  was  connected 
only  by  a  narrow  ligament,  and  Egypt  owed  principally  to 
its  geographical  seclusion  a  period  of  steady  development 
under  the  shrewd  Ptolemies.  In  the  same  manner  Europe 
broke  loose  from  the  Asiatic  parts  of  the  monarchy.  The 
original  country  of  Macedonia  shrunk  gradually  as  a  sepa- 
rate state  almost  within  its  old  limits,  and,  afber  long  and 
chequered  wars,  fell  to  the  house  of  the  chivabous  Demetrius 
Poliorketes.  Asia,  with  its  unfavourable  geographical 
formation  and  enormous  extent,  intersected  and  as  it  were 
rent  asunder  by  deserts  and  mountain  chains,  inhabited 
in  parts  by  warlike  tribes  whom  neither  the  Persian  kings 
nor  Alexander  had  brought  to  real  obedience, — Asia  itself 
proved  too  large  and  unwieldy  for  one  single  state,  and  was 
broken  up  into  several  parts.  Even  the  great  empire  of 
the  Seleukidse,  extending  from  the  mountains  of  Media  to 
the  Mediterranean  Sea,  could  make  no  pretensions  to 
represent  the  empire  of  Alexander.     The  eastern  provinces 
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BOOK     of  the  Persian  dominion  as  far  as  the  Indus  had  nerer 
.— ,  , '    ^  been  properly  conquered,  and  after  Alexander's  death  they 


soon  fell  again  into  the  power  of  native  prinees  and  peoples. 
In  Asia  Minor  there  sprang  up  a  number  of  independent 
states,  such  as  Pontus,  Bithynia,  and  Pergamus.  The 
mountain  tribes  in  the  Tauras,  and  in  the  highlands  of 
Armenia  and  Cappadocia,  had  always  preserved  their  inde- 
pendence. The  town  republics  of  Greece  and  the  islands, 
but  especially  the  trading  city  of  Bhodes,  which  soon  be- 
came a  naval  power  of  the  first  rank,  were  never  reduced 
.  to  such  a  state  of  slavish  subjection  and  obedience  to  the 
new  monarchs  as  the  subdued  nations  of  Asia,  who  were 
never  accustomed  to  any  but  a  despotic  government.  They 
were  neither  despoiled  nor  enslaved.  They  retained  their 
own  constitutions  and  a  degree  of  political  independence 
which  appears  hardly  consistent  with  a  state  of  complete 
subjection.  The  internal  party  struggles  and  the  neigh- 
bourly feuds  were  limited,  democracy  was  mitigated ;  and 
if  the  Greeks  could  have  forgotten  what  they  had  once 
been,  if  they  had  understood  the  times  and  modestly  re- 
signed themselves  not  to  rule  and  tyrannize  over  otiiers, 
they  would  still  have  enjoyed  a  full  measure  of  happiness 
and  national  glory.  Greece  was  still  the  home  of  the  arts 
and  the  nursery  of  civilisation.  The  Greeks  were  called 
by  their  high  gifts  to  teach  the  nations  around  the  Medi- 
terranean to  aspire  to  the  higher  enjoyments  of  humanitj 
and  to  true  freedom.  They  were  chosen  and  fitted  by 
nature  to  take  the  lead  in  spiritual  and  intellectual  aspira- 
tions; and  no  barbarian  power  could  have  interfered  with 
them  or  hindered  them  if  they  had  only  understood  how 
to  subdue  their  own  evil  passions.  The  Greeks  themselves, 
not  the  chances  of  an  adverse  fate,  are  to  blame  that  un- 
fortunately the  task  which  they  seemed  called  to  perform 
was  performed  but  partially  and  imperfectly. 
rpj^^  The  north-western  part  of  the  country  had  taken  hardly 

Epirots      any  share  in  the  national  development  of  the  Hellenio 
!^toUans.    nation.      iBtolia  and  Akarnania  were  regarded  in  the 
Peloponnesian  war  as   still  barbarian  countries.     This 
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^^-as   still  more  the  case  with  the  district  north  of  the     CHAP. 

•VIT 

^mbrakian  Gulf,  extending  along  the  Ionian  Sea  to  the  —  ^  ',. 
.Akrokeraunian  promontory  and   inland  as  far    as    the 
xnonntain  range  of  the  Pindus,  a  country  which,  by  way  of 
contrast  to  the  adjacent  islands,  was  called  Epirus,  that  is, 
the  continent.     Still  the  peoples  who  lived  here — viz.,  the 
Molossians,  Chaonians,  Thresprotians,  and  others — ^were  in 
no  essential  points  different  from  the  Greeks.  They  were,  on 
the  contrary,  of  a  kindred  race,  and  the  difference  between 
them  and  the  Hellenes  was  chiefly  this,  that  they  had 
remained  behind  in  their  development  while  the  Hellenes 
had  made  rapid  strides  forwards.^  In  the  older  times  there 
ivas  therefore  no  great  diversity  between  these  peoples  and 
the  other  Hellenic  races.    On  the  contrary,  these  districts 
i^ere  rather  drawn  to  Hellas  in  the  primeval  period  by  com- 
munity of  religion  and  by  national  intercourse.     Here  was 
one  of  the  most  venerable  and  most  ancient  sanctuaries  of 
the  Greeks,  the  temple  and  the  oracle  of  Zeus  in  Dodona. 
Here  the  impulse  was  given  to  the  Dorian  migratio^i,  which 
changed  the  aspect  of  Greece,  for  from  this  part  came  the 
invaders  and  conquerors  of  Thessaly.^  In  these  wild  moun- 
tains and  narrow  valleys,  cut  off  from  intercourse  with  the 
other  races,  they  had  preserved,  almost  in  its  original  purity, 
the  simple  manners  of  the  heroic  age.     While  everywhere 
else  in  Greece  hereditary  royalty  had  given  way  to  the 
dominion  either  of  the  nobles  or  of  the  people,  most  of 
these  small  tribes  of  Epirus  lived  under  hereditary  princes, 
of  whom  sometimes  one  and  sometimes  another  laid  claim 
to  a  sort  of  supremacy  over  the  rest.'    The  Molossians 
were  governed  by  a  king  who  traced  his  origin  back  to 
Pyrrhus,  the  son  of  Achilles.     The  chief  men  of  the  people, 
assembled  every  year  in  the  village  of  Passaron,  the  prin- 
cipal place  of  the  country,  broi^ght  to  their  king  the 
customary  presents  of  choice  cattle,  and  renewed  with 
him  mutually  the  oath  of  fidelity. 

1  Herodotus  (vi.  127)  considers  the  Epirots  as  Hellenes ;  Thucjrdides  (ii.  80) 
looks  upon  them  as  barbarians. 
'  Herodotus,  yiL  176^    Curtius,  Grkoh.  Gesch.,  i.  89.  »  Strabo,  vii.  8. 
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^ ^ — ^  mountain  slopes  gave  pasture  to  numerous  flocks,  in  which 


consisted  the  wealth  of  the  people.      The  inhospitable 
Moioosian    ^^^^7  coast  of  the  Ionian  Sea  was  not  inyiting  to  Greek 
kiagdom.     settlers.     Trade,  industry,  the  arts,  which  were  developed 
in  the  busy  life  of  Greek  towns,  found  no  home  in  these 
inclement  highlands,  where  the  inhabitants  lived  only  in 
small  open  villages.     The  most  fertile  part  of  the  country, 
which  lay  on  the  Ambrakian  Gülf^  was  politically  isolated 
from  the  rest.     The  kings  of  the  Molossians  therefore.,  even 
if  they  were  able  to  inforce  the  obedience  of  the  numerous 
races  of  the  interior,  were  not  great  potentates,  and  had 
but  little  prospect  of  being  able  to  take  a  leading*  and 
honourable  part  in  the  national  affairs  of  Greece. 
CoDDexion       Epirus  emerged  from  this  isolation  at  the  time  when 
hoBwero/^  the  neighbouring  country  of  Macedonia,  which  had  long 
Macedonia  stood  lu  a  similar  relation  to  Greece,  began  to  take  part 
Epirns.       ^   Grecian  politics.     Olympias,   the  wife  of  Philip   of 
Macedonia,  was  the  sister  of  Alexander,  the  king  of  the 
Molossians.     In  this  way  the  royal  houses  of  Macedonia 
and  Epirus  became  related  to  one  another,  and  this  re- 
lationship could  not  SelU  to  have  a  great  influence  on  both 
countries.     After  Alexander  of  Epirus  had  fiillen  in  the 
war  with  the  Lucanians,^  his  cousin  iBakides,  who  succeeded 
him  in  the  government,  became  involved  in  the  troubles 
which  broke  out  in  Macedonia,  after  the  death  of  Alexan- 
der the  Great,  respecting  the  succession  to  the  throne. 
He  supported  the  claims  of  his  relations  of  the  royal  house 
of  Philip,  and  in  their  cause  lost  his  throne  and  his  life. 
The  wretch  Kassander,  who  never  carried  on  a  war  without 
treason  and  assassination,  and  who  saw  that  he  could 
secure  for  himself  the  Macedonian  throne  only  by  the 
extermination  of  the  family  of  Alexander,  had  instigated 
in  Epirus  a  rebellion  against  ^akides. 
Early  life        Pyrrhus,  the  son  of  iBakides,  was  at  that  time  a  child 
Pvprhus.     ^^  ^®  9am^  of  his  nurse.      The  rebels  sought  his  life. 

*  Se«  above,  p,  880. 
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A  few  faithful  sarvants  barely  succeeded  in  saving  the  CHAP, 
boy.  Glaukias,  king  of  the  neighbouring  Ulyria,  es-  ,  '  _  - 
poused  his  cause,  protected  him  from  the  revenge  of 
Kassander,  and,  when  Pyrrhus  vras  twelve  years  old, 
he  conducted  him  back  to  Epims  and  set  him  on  the 
throne  of  his  father.  But  a  child  was  not  equal  to  the 
task  of  governing  such  an  unruly  nation  as  the  Epirots. 
After  a  few  years  Pyrrhus  was  again  an  exile.  As  a 
youth  of  seventeen  he  joined  Demetrius  Poliorketes,  who 
had  married  his  sister  Deidamia,  and  was  just  then 
preparing  to  leave  Greece  and  go  to  Asia,  to  the  assist^ 
ance  of  his  father  Antigonus,  who  was  threatened  by  the 
alliance  of  Kassander,  Ptolemy,  and  Seleukus»  Pyrrhus 
fought  with  courage  by  the  side  of  his  brother-in-law 
Demetrius  in  the  great  battle  at  Ipsus.  But  victory  was 
on  the  side  of  his  enemies.  Pyrrhus  was  sent  as  a  hostage 
to  Egypt.  Here,  at  the  court  of  Ptolemy,  fortime  began 
at  length  to  smile  upon  him.  His  handsome,  manly  person, 
his  youthful  Courage  and  heroism,  together  with  his  royal 
bearing,  won  for  him  the  favour  of  the  royal  ladies.  The 
Queen  Berenice  selected  him  as  the  husband  of  her 
daughter  Antigone,  and  Ptolemy  Was  very  glad  to  gain  in 
the  young  prince  a  friend  for  himself  who  would  be  a  use- 
ful ally  as  king  of  Epirus.  With  Egyptian  money  and 
troops  Pyrrhus  returned  home,  where  he  found  his  cousin 
Neoptolemus  in  possession  of  the  government.  The  two 
princes  agreed  to  govern  in  common.  But  the  unavoid- 
able consequences  of  such  an  unsatisfactory  arrangement 
soon  began  to  appear ;  they  produced  at  &rst  mutual  sus- 
picion, then  fear  of  treachery,  at  last  assassination.  ITeo- 
ptolemus  wad  the  victim,  probably  because  Pyrrhus  antici- 
pated an  act  which  the  other  was  meditating.  However, 
this  murder  casts  a  deep  shadow  on  the  character  of 
Pyrrhus,  who  seems  to  have  been  on  the  whole  remark- 
ably free  from  the  vice  then  too  common  among  the 
successors  of  Alexander,  of  shedding  innocent  blood. 

Pyrrhus,  at  length  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  Extension 
throne  of  his  fathers,  made  use  of  the  continual  disorders  tin^^^ni. 
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of  the  time  to  enlarge  his  kingdom.  The  two  sons  of 
Eassander,  Antipater  and  Alexander,  were  fighting  for  the 
possession  of  Macedonia.  Alexander  purchased  the  co- 
operation of  Fyrrhas  at  the  price  of  the  frontier  districts 
of  Paransea  and  Tjmphsea,  and  of  the  conntrj  on  the 
Ambrakian  Gulf,  which  was  most  important  for  Epiros. 
Now  Pjrrhus  acted,  on  a  smaller  scale,  like  the  great 
Alexander.  He  enlarged  Ambrakia,  which  became  öx>m 
this  time  the  principal  town  of  the  country,  and  he  esta- 
blished harbours  and  towns.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  Epiros 
had  access  to  the  sea,  an  easy  communication  with  Greece, 
and  a  fertile  district,  the  want  of  which  had  been  felt 
before.^  He  acquired  also  Corcyra  by  marriage  with 
Lanassa,  the  daughter  of  Agathokles  of  Syracuse,  who  had 
taken  this  island  in  one  of  his  predatory  expeditions.  He 
lost  it  again  when  Lanassa  ran  away  frt>m  him  and  married 
Demetrius,  who  thereupon  took  possession  of  the  island ; 
but,  with  the  help  of  the  Tarentine  fleet,  Pyrrhus  succeeded 
in  regaining  Corcyra,^  and  thus  the  friendly  relations  were 
formed  between  Tarentum  and  Pyrrhus  which  were  to 
lead  to  his  future  collision  with  the  Bomans. 

Pyrrhus  reigned  six  or  seyen  years  in  peace,  enjoying  a 
remarkably  long  respite  from,  war  in  the  midst  of  a  stormy 
period.  He  was  then  drawn  again  into  the  vortex  of  dis- 
putes about  the  possession  of  Macedonia.,  which  Demetrius, 
his  former  friend  and  present  enemy,  had  for  the  moment 
conquered^  A  league  was  formed  by  the  other  princes, 
Ptolemy,  Seleukus,  and  Lysimachus,  against  Demetrius. 
Pyrrhus  joined  this  league,  and  succeeded  in  diiving 
Demetrius  out  of  Macedonia.  But  he  was  not  strong  enough 
to  keep  the  spoils  for  Jdmself.  He  had  to  resign  them  to 
Lysimachus,  and  he  retired  into  his  own  kingdom,  where  he 
again  lived  in  peace  and  quiet  for  a  number  of  years  (from 
286  to  280  B.o).  If  we  reflect  that  Pyrrhus  for  the  con- 
siderable time  of  frt>ia  twelve  to  thirteen  years  occupied 
himself  with  the  quiet  government  of  his  country,  we  shall 

*  On  the  extent  of  the  kingdom  of  £pirns  under  Fjrrrhns,  see  Brojseo, 
BMenitmus,  ii.  89,  Anm.  212.  *  E^ubuiuu,  i.  12. 
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hardly  be  able  to  agree  with  those  who  call  him  a  mere  CHAP 
military  adventurer,  without  any  higher  or  nobler  object 
than  fame  and  aggrandisement.  He  was  indeed  a  soldier 
of  the  first  rank,  a  true  soldier,  of  personal  lion-hearted 
courage — a  courage  which  called  forth  admiration  at  a  time 
surely  not  deficient  in  brave  warriors.  War  had  a  peculiar 
charm  for  him,  for  he  loved  the  din  of  battle  like  an 
Homeric  champion,^  without  thinking  of  the  gain  it  might 
bring.  He  was  at  the  saoste  time  acknowledged  to  be  the 
first  general  of  the  school  of  Alexander,  and  we  can  easily 
beUeve  the  story  related  by  Plutarch,  that  Hannibal  con- 
sidered him  the  greatest  military  genius.  The  Epirots, 
who  were  inspired  with  enthusiasm  for  him,  called  him  *  The 
Eagle,'  and  followed  his  bold  flight  with  the  enthusiasm 
fchat  leads  to  victory.  But  he  was  at  the  same  time  a  great 
politician,  with  a  talent  for  organisation,,  and  an  able  ruler 
of  his  country  and  people.^  He  created  a  civilised  state  in 
the  wild  highlands  of  Epirus,  where  formerly  at  least  four- 
teen rude  tribes  had  led  a  half  predatory,  half  pastoral  life. 
How  well  this  state  was  knit  together  and  how  admirably  it 
was  organised  may  be  gathered  from  this,  that,^  during  the 
absence  of  the  king  for  more  than  five  years  in  Italy  and 
Sicily,  his  son  Ptolemy,  a  boy  of  fifteen,  could  conduct  the 
government  at  a  time  when  nothing  seemed  constant,  and 
when,  in  addition  to  old  enemies  and  rivals,  the  Gauls 
threatened  to  invade  the  land.  Ambrakia  owes  it  to  him 
that  it  became  the  seat  of  Greek  civilisation,  so  that  it 
deserved  to  be  iiamed  with  the  most  celebrated  jjellenic 
towns.  He  knew  how  to  draw  towards  himself  men  of 
talent  and  chavactev,  and  to  employ  them  in  his  service. 
The  Thessalian  Kineas — ^tbe  first,  but  surely  not  the  only 
one  in  his  council — was  not  a  mere  rhetorician  and  talker, 
but  a  statesman  whose  choice  reflected  credit  and  honour 


>  Plutarch  {Pyrrh.t  13)  applies  to  him  the  Homeric  worcb:  iro64iffK€>  ädrifw 
Tf  'rr6\§fi6p  re. 

*  PoljbiiM,  xii.  25:  r&v  MmnurrwKirttv  Iv  ^cX(f  [Arrh,  r4Xmm  fpa^. 
yiMriKwrifrovt  iMipas  wap^tXii^afAgy  'EpfMKpAnitf,  TtftoXimrrOt  icql  Q^^oy  «^ 
*Hir€ifM^r. 
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upon  him.  If  his  contemporaries  compared  Eineaa  to 
Demosthenes,  they  conferred  on  him  the  highest  praise 
which  a  man  could  aspire  to.  His  eloquence  no  doubt 
was  not  of  that  kind  which  roused  or  calmed  the  waves  of 
a  popular  assembly,  but  it  was  powerful  in  the  council  of 
kings  and  in  negotiations  with  ambassadors  of  foreign 
states.  Pyrrhus  said  of  him,  with  that  modesty  which  is 
peculiar  to  conscious  merit,  that  the  speeches  of  Kineas 
had  conquered  for  him  more  towns  than  his  own  sword. 
In  one  thing  especially  Eönea«  was  Worthy  to  be  compared 
to  Demosthenes — ^that  he  was  a  man  of  decided  character. 
He  was  no  obsequious  servant ;  he  spoke  openly  with  his 
master,  and  devoted  himself  to  him  with  his  whole  soul. 
That  Pyrrhus  knew  how  to  gain  the  attachment  and 
friendship  of  such  a  man  shows  that  he  possessed  a  spirit 
capable  of  subduing  the  hearts  of  men.  It  was  not  from 
calculating  dissimtdation,  but  from  the  impulse  of  his 
inmost  nature,  that  he  approached  his  inferiors^  with 
affability,  that  he  showed  himself  superior  to  derision  and 
insult,  that  he  forgave  conquered  enemies  and  recognised 
willingly  true  greatness  in  his  opponents» 

Qualities  like  these  mark  Pyrrhus  as  a  man  far  above 
the  mere  rude  soldier.  This  is  still  more  apparent  from  what 
we  are  told  of  his  literary  pursuits.  He  spared  time  and 
had  taste  enough  to  write  an  account  of  his  eventful  Ufe. 
He  who  in  many  things  emulated  the  great  Alei^ander  had 
no  doubt  also  a  high  appreciation  of  the  glories  of  Greek 
art  and  poetry,  and  he  felt  a  genuine  enthusiasm  for  the 
people  whose  supremacy  over  the  barbarians  in  the  west 
he  endeavoured  to  establish. 
-   If  we  put  all  these  features  together  and  try  to  reaHse 


*  Hutarch  (Pjfrrh,,  3)  relates  that  Pyrrhus  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  coiing 
persons  suffering  from  the  spleen.  It  was  necessaiy  to  sacrifice  a  whit«  cock, 
the  patient  being  laid  on  his  back,  while  the  king  pressed  his  side  with  his 
right  foot.  Nobody,  says  Plutarch,  was  so  poor  or  humble  as  to  be  refused 
admittance  to  the  king,  when  he  came  to  be  cured.  The  king  even  took  the 
cock  graciously,  and  prized  it  as  one  of  the  most  acceptable  presents.  This 
cHzioufi  and  characteristic  story  shows  that  touching  for  the  king^s  eyil  was  an 
old  practice. 
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the  picture  of  Pyrrhus,  we  shall  find  on  comparison  with  CHAP. 
what  we  know  of  Kassander,  Ptolemy  Keraunus,  and  most  _^J'  ^ 
of  their  contemporaries,  who  distinguished  themselves 
chiefly  by  their  ungovernable  cruelty  and  faithlessness,  that 
Pyrrhus  was  not  only  one  of  the  ablest  generals  and 
princes,  but  amiable  also  as  a  man,  and  worthy  of  our  sym- 
pathy and  respect.  The  boldness  with  which  he  ventured 
on  an  undertaking  to  which  his  own  strength  and  that  of 
his  people  were  not  equal  cannot  degrade  him  in  our  eyes. 
It  is  an  easy  matter  nowadays  to  designate  as  a  great 
mistake  the  expedition  of  Pyrrhus  into  Italy.  We  are 
wise  because  we  know  the  result.  But  if  we  can  realise 
the  times  and  circumstances  of  the  expedition,  and  place 
ourselves  in  the  position  of  the  king  of  Epirus,  we  shall 
probably  judge  diflFerently. 

Pyrrhus  had  hitherto  been  attended  by  great  political  piana  of 
and  military  success.     He  had  created,  one  may  say,  a  ?o°q^^ 
mighty  empire.    His  Epirots  were,  as  soldiers,  quite  equal 
to  the  Macedonians,  and  he  thought  himself  not  unworthy 
of  being  compared,  as  a  general,  to  Alexander  the  Great. 
The  foundation  of  a  western  Grecian   empire  in  Italy 
and  Sicily  was  no  unreasonable  project.    If  his  predecessor, 
Alexander  of  Epirus,  had  almost  succeeded  in  imiting  the 
whole  of  Larger  Greece  and  in  subduing  the  Lucanians — an 
undertaking  which  was  frustrated  only  by  the  hand  of  an 
assassin ;  if  the  tyrant  Agathokles  had  conquered  almost 
the  whole  island  of  Sicily  with  the  limited  forces  of  the 
town  of  Syracuse,  and  had  nearly  overthrown  the  proud 
and  mighty  Carthage,  then  certainly  the  king  of  the  new 
enlarged  and  strengthened  Epirus  might  hope  to  bring 
such  an  undertaking  to  a  successful  termination,  assisted 
by  the  Greek  towns  who  implored  his  help.     His  calcu- 
lation was  based  on  such  a  knowledge  of  faicts  as  the 
history  of  the  previous  events  in  Italy  had  brought  out. 
Bome  was  to  him  an  unknown  quantity  which  he  did  not 
rate  sufficiently  high.  He  looked  upon  the  Eomans  simply 
as  one  of  the  many  Italian  nations,  not  more  nor  less 
powerful  than  the  Lucanians  or  the  Samnites.     If  we  can 
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BOOK  believe  the  reports  about  the  war  (and  some  of  them  were 
.  _  /  ^  most  probably  from  the  pen  of  Pyrrhus  himself),  he  was 
both  astonished  and  disappointed  when  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  their  military  organisation,  their  state  and 
their  policy.  Here  was  the  great  error  in  his  calculation, 
an  error  for  which  he  can  hardly  be  held  responsible ;  for 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
Bome  at  that  time  was  nowhere  to  be  met  with  among 
the  Greeks. 
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CHAPTEE  XVI. 

THE   WAB  OP   PTEEHUS   IN   ITALY  AND   SICILY. 

The  arrival  of  Kineas  in  Tarentum,  as  we  have  seen,*     CHAP. 

XVI. 

altered  at  once  tlie  situation  of  affairs.     Tlie  Boman  party 


280-276 

B.c. 


lost  power  and  influence ;  the  democrats  received  as  their 
deliverers  a  force  of  8,000  Epirotic  soldiers  under  Milo,  Factions  in 
forming  the  first  detachment  of  the  army  of  Pyrrhus.  All  Tarentnm. 
prospects  of  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  Boman  difi&culties 
were  at  an  end,  and  a  war  was  commenced  in  which  the 
independence,  perhaps  the  existence,  of  Tarentum  was  at 
stake.  The  consul  ^milius  retired  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Tarentum,  to  pass  the  winter  in  Apulia.  His 
project  of  getting  possession  of  the  town  by  an  agreement 
with  the  Boman  party  had  failed,  and  he  could  now  effect 
nothing  more. 

Pyrrhus  himself  soon  landed  on  Italian  soil.  During  Amyalof 
the  course  of  the  year  281  b.o.  he  had  completed  his  ][^^^**'^ 
preparations.  With  Ptolemy  and  Antiochus,  the  rulers 
of  Egypt  and  Syria,  and  with  Antigonus,  the  son  of 
Demetrius,  he  had  concluded  treaties,  by  which  he  not  only 
provided  for  the  security  of  his  own  hereditary  kingdom 
of  Epirus,  but  obtained  promises  of  assistance  for  his  cam- 
paign in  Italy.  His  rivals  were  glad  to  see  him  embark  on 
a  distant  expedition,  because  he  was  the  most  formidable 
of  all  the  competitors  for  the  possession  of  Macedonia. 
After  a  very  dangerous  passage,  in  which  he  lost  many  of 
his  ships,  Pyrrhus  landed  in  Italy  before  the  beginning 
of  spring  (280  B.c.),  with  an  army  of  20,000  heavy-armed 

>  See  abore,  p.  498. 
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BOOK     soldiers,  2,000  archers,  600  slingers,  8,000  horsemen,  and 
twenty  elephants.     He  acted  at  once  as  king  and  absolute 
ruler,  and  enforced  the  strictest  military  discipline.   There 
was  an  end  now  to  the  democratic  disorder  in  Tarentum. 
The  assemblies  of  the  people,  the  clubs,  the  theatre,  the 
gymnasia  were  closed ;  all  public  amusements  were  at  an 
end«     Tarentum  was  changed  into  a  camp  and  an  arsenal, 
and  the  young  men  were  pressed  into  military  service. 
Sentinels  guarded  the  gates,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  those 
who  would  withdraw  themselves  from  the  common  cause. 
That  there  were  such  people  is  natural;  they  may  have 
been  especially  the  adherents  of  that  party  which  had  op- 
posed the  war  with  Rome.     But  that  the  whole  people  of 
Tarentum  were  effeminate  and  unaccustomed  to  military 
service,  that  they  held  back  through  cowardice  find  hoped 
to  buy  themselves  off  with  money,  is  doubtless  a  gross  exag- 
geration.    The  Tarentines  knew  very  weU  that  J^yrrhns 
would  not  come  over  as  the  hired  leader  of  an   army, 
but  as  the  head  of  a  coalition,  and  that  all  the  resources 
of  the  allies  must  be  at  his  disposal»     They  had  ma^e  bril- 
liant promises  to  him.     It  had  been  said  that  a  hundred 
thousand  Greeks  and  Italians  awaited  his  arrival  to  rise 
in  a  body  against  the  hated  dominion  of  Some.  But  of  this 
general  rising  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen.    Neither  the 
Samnites  nor  the  Lucaniims  nor  the  Bruttians  moved  a 
hand.     Pyrrhus  had  nothing  but  his  own  army  and  the 
reinforcements  which  he  could  obtain  from  Tarentum  and 
perhaps  from  Thurii.     The  Eomans  had  taken  csxe  that 
amongst  their  allies  and  subjects  there  should  be  no  sym- 
pathy shown  for  Pyrrhus.     All  the  towns  which  were  in 
the  least  suspected  received  Soman  garrisons,  or  were 
obliged  to  send  hostages  to  Bome  as  pledges  of  their 
fidelity.*     Even  from  the  neighbouring  town  of  Prseneste, 
some  citizens  were  brought  to  Some,  and  forfeited  their 
lives  on  account  of  the  suspicion  cast  upon  them,  whether 
justly  or  unjustly,  of  wishing  to  betray  the  cause  of  Borne. 

^  Zonama,  riii.  3. 
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It  was  not  long  before  a  Eomau  army  appeared  in     chap. 

Lucania,  under  the  eommand  of  the  consul  P.  Valerius  ^      y^_- 

Lsevinus,  to  commence  hostilities.  It  appears  the  Bomans    28O-270 

had  no  more  than  Pyrrhug  any  just  idea  of  the  formidable 

struggle  which  lay  before  them.     A  single  consular  army,  j^^^^ 

that  is,  two  Boman  legions,  with  an  equal  number  of  allies,  legions  in 

altogether  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  men,  was     ^^*^*^^** 

considered  sufficient  to  take  the  field  against  the  Greeks. 

Two  legions  imder  the  consul  T.  Coruncanius,  were  left 

in  Etruria,  without  any  apparent  necessity ;  *  two  more 

legions,   commanded    by  a  pwetor,  were    in   Samnium, 

where  no  serious  opposition  was   in  prospect  so  long  as 

Pyrrhus  did  not  assist  the  Samnites.     If  the  whole  of  the 

Boman  forces,  which  easily  plight  have  been  raised  to  ten 

legions,  had  been  directed  against  Pyrrhus,  to  crush  him 

with  one  blow,  the  danger  of  a  rising  among  the  Italians 

would  have  been  removed,  and  the  war,  if  not  terminated 

at  once,  would  have  been  confined  to  the  districts  along 

the  southern  coast*     But  perhaps  the  Bomans  thought 

that  they  would  have  to  encounter  only  the  Tarentines, 

or  an  Alexander  or  E3eonymu8,  and  therefore  ventured 

with  insufficient  strength,  though  covered  in  the  rear  by 

the  fortress  of  Yenusia,  far  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

Tarentine  Gulf. 

Now,  for  the  first  time,  Bomans  and  Greeks  faced  each  ^J"*  en- 
counter of 

>  This  must  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  after  the  defeat  of  the  Bomans 
at  Heraclea,  their  army  left  Etruria  to  march  southwards  against  Pyrrhus.  How 
could  the  army  be  withdrawn  from  Etruria  after  such  a  disaster  as  that  of 
Heraclea,  if  even  before  the  battle  the  condition  of  Etruria  required  the  pre- 
sence of  two  legions  ?  The  answer  of  the  annalists  was  that  peace  was  just 
then  concluded  between  Etruria  and  Rome.  No  policy  was  so  absurd  and 
suicidal  but  that  it  was  unhesitatingly  imputed  to  the  Etruscans.  They  called 
the  Gauls,  their  worst  enemies,  into  their  country  to  fight  against  the  Bomans. 
When  the  Gaids  were  overthrown,  they  continued  the  war  with  Bome  on  their 
own  account  At  length,  when  unexpectedly  they  found  a  powerful  ally  in 
King  Pyrrhus,  and  when  a  Boman  army  had  been  shattered  to  pieces  by  him, 
they  hastened  to  make  peace  and  to  render  the  most  essential  service  to  their 
enemies.  All  this  is  a  string  of  falsehoods  and  absurdities.  The  only  reason 
why  a  Boman  army  could  at  that  time  be  stationed  in  Etruria  was  to  support 
the  aristocratic  governments  in  the  different  towns  against  the  democrats.  See 
above,  p.  479  ff. 

VOL.  I.  L  L 
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BOOK     other  in  battie.     Bat  the  latter  were  no  longer  the  genuine 
Hellenes,  not  the  heroic  citizens  of  free  states,  whose 


^^c^^    sharpest  weapons  were  enthusiasm  and  patriotism,  but 
6    k    d   P^^^^^^^^^  soldiers,  subjects  of  a  king,  most  of  whom 
Roman       fought  for  pay,  some  against  their  will.  Military  discipline 
amiee.       ^^^^  warlike  training  had  to  supply  the  love  of  country. 
War  had  become  for  them  a  trade  and  an  art,  and  now 
it  was  to  be  seen  whether  and  how  long  a  standing  army 
of  drilled  soldiers  could  keep  the  field  against  a  nation  in 
arms. 
The  Mace-      The  highest  development  of  the  Macedonian  phalamc 
phalanx      ^^  ^®^  reached  in  the  Macedonian  tactics  which  had 
overthrown  the  Persian  empire  and  kept  Asia  in  subjection, 
even  after  Alexander's  death.    Armed  with  long  spears  and 
arranged  in  deep  masses,  the  Macedonian  phalanx  was  im- 
movable as  a  waU.    The  light-armed  troops,  the  horsemen, 
and,  since  Alexander's  time,  the  elephants,  waited  behind 
this  wall  of  men  for  the  moment  of  attack,  and  in  case 
of  necessity  took  refuge  behind  them  as  in  a  fortified  camp. 
Thus  firmness  was  combined  with  agility,  although  it  ap- 
pears that  the  phalanx  was  rather  unwieldy,  and  the  light 
arms  too  weak  to  make  an  impression  on  solid  troops. 
Constitu-         The  original  order  of  a  Eoman  army  was,  as  it  seems, 
üon^of  the  gimilar  to  the  phalanx ;  but  the  long  unbroken  line  had 
legion.        been  divided  into  smaller  detachments  since,  and  perhaps 
by  Camillus.     The  long  wars  in  the  Samnite  mountains 
naturally  caused  the  Romans  to  retain  and  to  perfect  this 
organisation,  which  made  their  army  more  movable  and 
pliable  without  preventing  the  separate  bodies  quickly  com- 
bining and  forming  in  one  line.  The  legion  now  consisted 
of  thirty  companies   (called   *manipuli')  of  the  average 
strength  of  a  hundred  men,  which  were  arranged  in  three 
lines  of  ten  manipuli  each,  like  the  black  squares  on  a  chess- 
board.    The  manipuli  of  the  first  line  consisted  of  the 
youngest  troops,  called  *liastati;'   those  of  the  second 
line,  called  ^principes,'  were  men  in  the  fuU  vigour  of  life; 
those  of  the  third,  the  *  triarii,'  formed  a  reserve  of  older 
soldiers,  and  were  numerically  only  half  as  strong  as  the 
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other  two  lines.*   Tlie  tactic  order  of  the  manipuli  enabled     CHAP, 
the  general  to  move  the  ^principea'  forward  into  the  in- 


tervals  of  the  *  hastati/  or  to  withdraw  the  *  hastati '  back    280-276 

B.c. 

into  the  intervals  of  the  *  principes/  the  *  triarii '  being  kept 
as  a  reserve,  and  only  moving  on  when  the  yonnger  troops 
were  broken  and  forced  to  raUy  among  the  ranks  of  the 
veterans.  The  light  troops  were  armed  with  javelins,  and 
retired  behind  the  solid  mass  of  the  manipuli  as  soon  as 
they  had  discharged  their  weapons  in  front  of  the  line  at 
the  beginning  of  the  combat.  The  cavalry,  though  con- 
siderably strengthened  by  the  contingents  of  the  allies,  was 
the  weak  part  of  the  Boman  army,  and  seems  never  to 
have  contributed  much  to  victory. 

The  di£Perence  between  the  Boman  army  and  that  of  Points  of 
Pyrrhus  lay  not  alone  in  their  organisation  and  tactics,  ^f^^^^* 
There  was  another  and  a  very  important  feature  in  which  the  Roman 
they  differed.  The  Boman  army  was  a  militia ;  it  consisted  that^of  "^ 
of  men  who  were  soldiers  only  for  a  time,  and  who  for  the  Py"*^^* 
most  part  longed  to  return  to  their  families,  and  their 
peaceful  avocations.     The  Epirotic  army  consisted,  to  a 
great  extent,  of  professional  soldiers,  who  made  war  the 
business  of  their  lives.     Such  an  army  has  a  great  ad- 
vantage over  an  army  like  the  Boman.     It  is  likely  to  be 
victorious  in  the  beginning.     But  it  is  difficult  to  keep  up 
its  numbers,  especially  at  a  distance  from  home,  whereas 
a  militia  drawn  from  a  numerous  population  can  be  re- 
newed easily.     If  the  war,  therefore,  is  not  decided  quickly 
by  a  few  great  battles,  a  standing  army,  however  admirable 
in  quality,  and  however  well  led,  will  be  overpowered  in 

*  The  heary-ajTmed  infantry  of  one  le^on  consisted  of  thirty  manipuli — ten 
of  hastati,  ten  of  principes,  and  ten  of  triarii.  The  ten  manipuli  of  the  hastati 
and  the  ten  manipuli  of  the  principes  numbered  120  men  each,  and  were  divided 
each  into  two  centurise  of  sixty  men.  The  ten  manipuli  of  the  triarii  had 
only  sixty  men  each,  subdivided  likewise  into  two  centuries,  which  of  course 
numbered  each  only  30  men.  Besides  these  3,000  heavy  armed  men,  a  legion 
of  4,200  contained  1,200  light-armed  soldiers.  The  cavalry  consisted  generally 
of  300  men.  But  each  legion  had  apportioned  to  it  a  number  of  Latin  and 
other  allies,  who  furnished  an  equal  number  of  infantiy  and  twice  or  even 
three  times  the  number  of  cavalry.    See  Marquardt,  Rom.  Alt9rth.,  iii.  2, 

253  ae: 
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the  end  by  the  strength  of  a  whole  people  in  arms.  This 
was  shown  now  in  the  war  with  Pyrrhus,  and  on  a  larger 
scale  in  the  gigantic  struggle  with  Hannibal. 

The  Eoman  consul  P.  Valerius  Lsevinus  had  taken  the 
field  with  a  consular  army  of  about  20,000  to  25,000  men. 
His  line  of  retreat  was  covered  by  the  strong  fortress  of 
Yenusia,  in  the  south  of  Samnium,  and  his  advance  against 
Tarentum  was  calculated  to  prevent  Samnite  and  Lucanian 
troops  from  joining  Pyrrhus.  At  the  same  time  the 
Eomans  succeeded  in  throwing  a  legion,  consisting  of 
Campanian  allies,  into  Bhegium,  thus  closing  the  Strait  of 
Messana  against  Tarentine  ships. 

The  hostile  armies  met  at  Heraclea,  about  midway  on 
the  coast  between  Thurii  and  Tarentum.  We  would 
willingly  suppose  that,  of  the  detailed  accoimt  of  the  battle 
which  Plutarch  gives,  some  parts  may  be  traceable  to  the 
report  of  PyrrhuB  himself,  or  at  least  to  other  contemporary 
testimony.  It  would  be  desirable  to  know  with  certainty 
whether,  as  it  is  related,  Pyrrhus  really  wished  to  put  off 
the  engagement,  whether  Lsevinus  urged  on  a  decision, 
whether  the  field  of  battle  was  fixed  by  accident  or  by 
choice,  whether  the  decision  was  long  pending,  and  how 
it  was  at  length  brought  about.  The  Eomans,  it  is  said, 
forced  by  their  cavalry  the  passage  of  the  river  Sijris,  and 
at  first  defeated  the  Thessalian  horsemen.  Pyrrhus,  in  close 
order  of  battle,  awaited  the  attack  of  the  Eomans,  who  at- 
tempted seven  times  to  break  through  the  rigid  wall  of  the 
Epirotic  phalanx.  He  then  advanced  to  the  attack,  and 
launched  his  admirable  cavalry,  with  the  elephants,  on  the 
exhausted  Eomans.  This  decided  the  battle.  The  terrific 
monsters,  which  the  Eomans  now  saw  for  the  first  time, 
filled  them  with  fear  and  horror.  In  disorderly  flight  they 
returned  to  the  Siris,  which  presented  to  the  defeated 
army  a  fatal  obstacle.  If  one  of  the  elephants  had  not 
been  wounded,  and  if  this  incident  had  not  caused  confusion 
among  the  pursuers,  the  slaughter  would  have  been  much 
greater  than  it  was.  The  camp  could  not  be  defended.  It 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.    The  remains  of  the  army 
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^ere  probably  collected  in  Venusia.     Pyrrbus  bad  won  a     CHAP. 
great  and  decisive  battle,  to  wbich  strategic  talent  bad  do  '_- 

doubt  contributed  as  much  as  tbe  bravery  of  his  army.  ^^^"^^^^ 
We  may  presume  that  he  intentionally  enticed  the  Eomans 
to  cross  the  Siris,  and  forced  them  to  an  engagement  on 
ground  where  an  easy  retreat  was  cut  off.^  That  he,  by 
his  own  example,  inspired  the  Epirots  with  heroism  we 
may  taKe  for  granted,  but  none  of  the  anecdotes  which 
are  related  about  this  and  other  details  are  worth 
repeating.* 

The  losses  on  both  sides  were  very  considerable.  If,  as  Losses  on 
reported,  7,000  Eomans  were  left  on  the  field  of  battle  ^^^  "^^'■ 
and  2,000  were  taken  prisoners,  there  has  seldom  been  a 
battle  fought  which,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  com- 
batants, was  more  destructive.  The  Bomans  lost  almost 
one-half  of  their  army.  The  conquerors  too  suffered 
severely,  if  it  is  true  that  4,000  were  kiUed.  This  was  a 
loss  which  must  have  been  the  more  severely  felt  by 
Pyrrhus,  because  he  carried  on  war  in  a  foreign  country, 
and  could  not  easily  replace  the  loss  of  his  tried  old 
warriors  by  new  ones.  We  may  readily  believe  the  report 
that  he  was  amazed  when  he  saw  with  what  courage  the 
Eomans  fought  and  died,  and  that  he  was  anxious  to 
terminate  the  war  as  soon  as  possible.' 

Yet,  whatever  may  have  been  his  losses,  Pyrrhus  had  Results  of 
cause  to  be  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  first  battle  on  victory  of 
Italian  soil.      He  had  justified  the   confidence   of  the  J'yiius. 
Italian  Greeks,  who  had  called  him  to  their  assistance. 
Every  word  of  discontent  was  now  silenced  in  Tarentum, 
and  the  resources  of  that  town  were  at  his  disposal  with- 
out reserve  or  grudge.     The  other  Greek  towns  joined 

'  Perhaps  it  is  this  error  of  Lsevinus  which  is  referred  to  in  the  words  of 
Fabricias  (Plutarch,  Pyrrh,,  18),  who  said  that  the  Romans  were  not  defeated 
by  the  Epirots,  but  Ltevinus  by  Pyrrhus. 

*  Plutarch,  Pyrrh.^  16.    Dionysius,  xriii.  2-4. 

'  Roman  patriots  related  afterwards  that  Pyrrhus  made  a  votive  offering  in 
a  temple  of  Tarentum,  with  an  inscription  in  which  he  called  himself  the  con- 
queror and  the  conquered  of  the  hitherto  invincible  Romans  (Orosius,  iv.  1). 
Whatever  we  may  think  of  Pyrrhus'  generosity,  we  cannot  think  that  he  was 
a  fool,  to  make  such  a  declaration. 
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him.  The  Eoman  gamsoB  in  Locri  was  surprised,  and 
the  town  was  given  over  to  Pjrrrhus.  The  eighth  Boman 
legion,  consisting  of  Campanians,  was,  as  we  hare  seen, 
stationed  in  Bheginm«  Perhaps  they  had  good  reason  to 
apprehend  a  similar  act  of  treason  on  the  part  of  the 
Greek  population  of  Bhegin^.  They  anticipated  the 
danger  by  massacring  all  the  men  of  Shegium  who  were 
capable  of  bearing  arms ;  and,  after  the  example  of  their 
countrymen,  the  Mamertines,  in  Messana,  they  took  posses- 
sion of  the  town  for  themselves.  If,  after  committing  these 
atrocities,  they  had  not  thrown  off  their  allegiance,  but  had 
kept  possession  of  Bhegium  for  Bome,  they  might  have 
expected  reward  instead  of  punishment*^  But  they  may 
have  thought  that  after  the  battle  of  Heraclea  the  power 
of  Bome  was  gone  down.  They  hoped  to  keep  Bhegium 
for  themselves,  and,  like  the  Mamertines  in  Messana,  tobe 
able  to  form  an  independent  state.  Thus  Bhegium  was 
lost  to  the  Bomans,  and  it  seems  they  retained  not  a 
single  town  of  Magna  Greecia  in  their  power. 

The  Bruttians,  Lucanians,  and  Samnites  had  onlv 
waited  for  a  signal  to  rise  against  Bome.  They  flocked 
now  in  great  numbers  to  Pyrrhus.  But  it  appears,  from 
the  following  events,  that  they  rendered  hardly  any  real 
service.  They  may  have  been  of  some  use  as  guerillas, 
and  may  have  done  much  damage  to  the  Bomans ;  but  if 
Pyrrhus  tried  to  enrol  them  into  his  regular  army  he 
would  not  fail  to  find  them  untrustworthy'  and  lukewarm. 
They  knew  the  indomitable  perseverance  of  the  Roman 
people,  and  the  inconstancy  of  the  Greeks.  They  did  not 
feel  any  attachment  to  either.  Bomans  as  well  as  Greeks 
were  their  hereditary  and  natural  enemies.    The  fear  of 


'  Like  the  garriflon  of  Casilmum,  216  b.c.  (flee  Livy,  zziii.  17). 

^  In  the  battle  of  Asculum  thej  are  said  to  have  attacked  and  plundered 
PyrrhuR'  own  camp  (Zonaras,  viii.  5).  It  was  similar  in  the  Peninsular  v&r, 
1808-13.  The  Spaniards  were,  as  regular  troops,  of  little  use  to  the  Duke  cf 
Wellington.  Bat  as  guerillas  they  rendered  important  serrices.  Upon  one 
occasion,  when  they  were  fayoured  by  the  locality  of  Baylen,  they  saooeeded  ia 
inflicting  on  the  French  a  severe  blow.  Thus  the  Samnites,  in  277  b.c.,  routtJ 
the  consuls  P.  Cornelius  Kufinus  and  C.  Junius  Brutus. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  WAB  OF  PYBRHÜS  IN  ITALY  AND  SICILY.  H9 

Soman  retaliation  was,  no  doubt,  much  stronger  than  the     CHAP, 
liope  of  gain  which  the  victory  of  Pyrrhus  could  hold  out  ^   ^^^'  f 
to  them.     It  is  therefore  probable  that  the  Samnite  and    28O-275 

^  B.c. 

Lucanian  peoples  did  not  formally  resolve  on  a  war  against 
IKome,  but  that  only  volunteers  joined  Pyrrhus,  and  did  so 
on  their  own  account  for  the  sake  of  plunder,  without 
aflfecting  materially  by  their  co-operation  the  course  of 
events.^ 

Pyrrhus  judged  rightly  of  the  state  of  things.  He  Overtures 
wished  to  make  use  of  the  fresh  impression  of  his  victory,  ^^  ^**^* 
and  to  conclude  peace  with  Eome,  in  order  to  devote 
himself  to  the  further  execution  of  his  plans  regarding 
Sicily.  Whilst  slowly  advancing,  he  sent  Kineas  to  Eome, 
and  offered  peace  on  the  most  favourable  terms.  The 
freedom  of  the  Italian  Greeks  was  the  first  and  most 
important  of  bis  conditions.  Pj^rrhus  could  not  ask  for 
less,  and  he  might  have  been  satisfied  with  this  conces- 
sion. He  had  not  the  slightest  inducement  to  protect  the 
Italians  against  Bome.  It  was  doubtful  whether  the 
Greek  towns,  once  assured  of  their  safety  from  Eoman 
aggression,  would  not  rather  have  seen  these  peoples  under 
the  power  of  Bome  than  in  a  state  of  Uidependence ;  for 
only  the  fear  of  Eome  could,  as  in  former  times,  prevent 
them  from  turning  their  arms  against  the  Greeks.  If, 
then,  in  the  various  meagre  accounts  of  the  negotiations 
for  peace,  it  is  said  that  Pyrrhus  demanded  for  the 
Samnites,  the  Lucanians,  the  Bruttians,  and  Daunians 
the  restoration  of  all  that  the  Eomans  had  taken  from 
them,  all  that  can  be  meant  must  be,  at  the  outside, 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Eoman  colonists  from  Luceria  and 
Venusia.* 

>  As  the  Romans  had  sent  20,000  colonists  to  Venus ia  alone,  it  follows  that 
a  great  number  of  the  prerious  inhabitants  of  that  country  must  hare  lost  their 
property  and  the  means  of  subsistence.  Such  people  had  only  the  choice  between 
starling  and  marauding.  In  the  second  Punic  war  the  south  of  Italy  swarmed 
with  such  hordes,  who  were  more  robbers  than  soldiers. 

•  Appian,  iii.  10,  1.  Plutarch's  account  (Pi/rrh.f  18)  is  very  different:  he 
says  that  Pyrrhus  promised  the  Romans  his  co-openition  for  the  conquest  of 
Italy. 
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The  embassy  of  Kineas  to  Eome  was  celebrated  in 
antiquity  and  was  a  favourite  topic  for  rhetorical  declama- 
tion« It  is  said  that  he  took  with  him  beautiful  presents  for 
men  and  women,  but  offered  them  in  yain.^  Borne,  which 
in  a  later  time  the  Numidian  king  Jugartha  declared  to  be 
ready  to  sell  itself  if  only  a  purchaser  could  be  found,  was 
stilly  as  is  related,  pure  and  virtuous.  It  was  the  time  of 
Manius  Curius,  the  conqueror  of  the  Samnites,  who,  sitting 
by  his  own  hearth  and  eating  his  simple  peasant's  food,  had 
proudly  rejected  the  tempting  presents  of  the  Samnites ; 
it  was  the  time  when  C.  Cornelius  Bufinus  was  cast  out 
of  the  senate  by  the  censors  because  he  had  silver  plate 
to  the  weight  of  ten  pounds  in  his  use.  And  was  not 
Fabricius,  the  first  soldier  and  statesman  of  his  time,  a 
pattern  of  simplicity  and  contentment,  and  superior  to  all 
temptation  ?  What  a  contrast  to  the  mercenary  Greeks, 
whose  greatest  patriots  and  statesmen  were  publicly 
accused  of  bribery,  and  were  compelled  to  defend  them- 
selves against  such  charges  befoi*e  the  public  tribunals ! 
But  Kineas  was  a  shrewd,  experienced  negotiator.  Where 
one  scheme  failed,  he  tried  another.  He  discovered  the 
point  where  the  stout  Romans  were  vulnerable-  He 
flattered  their  pride.  On  the  second  day  after  his  arrival 
he  knew  the  names  of  all  the  senators  and  knights,  and 
had  something  obliging  to  say  to  each.  He  visited  the  in- 
fluential men  in  their  houses,  to  get  them  secretly  to  fervour 
his  propositions.  At  length,  when  he  appeared  in  the 
senate  and  made  known  his  commission,  when  he  brought 
offers  of  peace  and  friendship  from  the  powerful  king  of 
Epirus,  the  redoubted  warrior,  the  victor  of  Heraclea, 
the  senate  wavered  in  its  decision;  the  deliberations 
lasted  many  days,  and  it  appeared  that  the  advice  of  those 
would  prevail  whoso  courage  was  damped  and  whose 
confidence  was  small.  At  that  critical  moment,  the  blind 
Appius  Claudius,  bowed  down  with  age  and  infirmity, 
appeared,  supported  by  his  sons,  in  the  solemn  assembly. 

»  Plutarch,  Pyrrh.,  18.    According  to  Zonaras,  however  (viii.  3),  the  attempts 
at  corruption  were  not  fruitless. 
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He  had  for  some  years  retired  from  public  life,  but  his    CHAP. 

haughty  temper  could  not  brook  the   idea  that  Eome  ^ .— L-. 

should  accept  laws  from  a  foreign  conqueror.  The  ^^^"^^^ 
Clandian  pride,  which  animated  him,  was  the  genuine 
Boman  pride,  the  first  national  virtue.  He  summoned 
all  his  strength  once  more  to  raise  his  voice  in  that 
council  which  he  had  so  often  swayed  by  his  wisdom,  and 
had  subdued  by  his  indomitable  will.  As  if  from  the 
grave,  and  as  if  inspired  by  the  genius  of  a  better  time, 
his  words,  echoing  in  the  ears  of  the  breathless  assembly, 
scared  away  all  pusillanimous  considerations  and  infused 
the  spirit  of  resistance  which  animated  the  men  of  Rome 
when,  from  the  height  of  the  Capitol>  they  beheld  the 
Gaulish  conquerors  rioting  in  the  ruins  of  their  town.  The 
speech  of  Appius  Claudius  was  a  monument  of  a  glorious 
time,  the  contemplation  of  which  warmed  and  inspired 
succeeding  generations.  It  is  the  first  speech  of  the  con- 
tents of  which  there  has  been  preserved  a  substantially 
correct  report.  Later  generations  believed  they  possessed 
even  the  exact  wolds,  and  Cicero  speaks  of  it  as  of  a 
literary  composition  of  acknowledged  authenticity.^  This 
view  is  hardly  tenable ;  but  it  may  be  believed  that  the 
general  purport  and  some  of  the  arguments  of  the  speech 
were  faithfully  preserved  in  the  Claudian  family  books, 
and  we  cannot  deny  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  listening  to 
the  faint  echo  which  introduces  us  for  the  first  time  into 
the  immediate  presence  of  the  most  august  assembly  of 
the  old  world. 

According  to  the  tradition,  Appius  spoke  something  as  Speech  of 
follows:  *  Hitherto,  assembled  fathers,  I  used  to  mourn  ^PP'V? 

Claudius. 

that  I  was  deprived  of  the  light  of  the  eye ;  now,  however, 
I  should  consider  myself  happy  if,  in  addition  to  that,  I 
had  lost  the  sense  of  hearing,  that  I  might  not  hear  the 
disgraceful  counsels  which  are  here  publicly  proposed,  to 
the  shame  of  the  Boman  name.  How  are  you  changed 
fi'om  your  former  estate !  Whither  have  your  pride  and  your 
courage  flown  ?  Tou  that  boasted  you  would  have  opposed 

*  Cicero,  2>e  Senect,,  Ö ;  Brutus,  16. 
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the  great  Alexander  himself,  if,  in  the  period  of  joor  youth, 
he  had  dared  to  invade  Italj ;  that  he  wonld  have  lost  in 
battle  against  yon  the  fame  of  the  invincible,  and  wonld 
have  found  defeat  or  death  in  Italy,  to  the  glory  of  the 
Boman  name, — yon  now  show  that  all  this  was  nothing 
but  vain  boasting ;  for  yon  fear  now  the  Chaonians  and 
Molossians,  who  have  always  been  the  spoil  of  the 
Macedonians,  a^d  you  tremble  before  Pyrrhus,  who  passed 
his  life  in  the  senpioe  of  one  of  Alexander's  satellites. 
Thus  one  single  misfortune  has  made  you  forget  what  yon 
once  were.  And  yon  are  goiiig  to  make  him  who  is  the 
author  of  your  shame  your  friend,  together  with  those  who 
brought  him  over  to  Italy.  What  your  fathers  won  by 
the  sword,  you  will  deliver  up  to  the  Lncarians  and  the 
Bruttiana,  What  i$  this  but  ^laldng  yourselves  servants 
of  the  Macedonians  9  And  some  of  you  are  not  ashamed 
to  call  that  peace  which  is  really  slavery ! ' 

When  Appius  had  spoken,  the  negotiations  withElneas 

were  broken  oflF.     He  was  warned  immediately  to  leave 

the  town,  and  to  inforvpi  his  king  that  there  could  be  no 

idea  of  peace  and  firiendship  between  him  and  the  Boman 

people  untiU  he  had  left  the  shores  of  Italy.     That  was 

the  answer  of  a  people  conquered,  but  not  broken  in 

spirit,  a  people  prepared  to  stand  up  for  their  honour  and 

their  greatness,  even  to  the  last  Qian.     The  impression 

which  the  Bomans  made  on  Kineas  is  described  as  very 

powerful.      It  is  said  that  he  compared  the  town  of 

Bome  to  a  temple,  and  the  senators  to  kings.     Indeed, 

the  dignity,  the  calmness,  and  firmness  of  the  Boman 

people  could  not  have  failed  to  convince  hipi  that  the 

Bomans  were  barbarians  of  a  peculiar  type ;  although  in 

refinement  and  polish,  in  art  and  the  higher  enjoyments 

of  life  below  the  Greeks,  still  as  citizens  and  soldiers  very 

superior  to  them.    The  day  of  Heraclea  was  fiir  firom 

damping  their   courage.     A  new  army  was  formed  in 

Bome,  probably  under  Kineas'  own  eyes,  from  volunteers, 

who,  full  of  enthusiasni,  poured  thither  from  all  parts  to 

fill  up  the  gaps.    The  consul  T.  Coruncanius  was  recalled 
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from  Etruria.     The  Latins  and  tlie  Italian  allies  showed     CHAP. 

•I»  XVI 

no  inclination  to  desert  Borne.     The  colonies,  the  mintary  , ,  '.. 

bulwarks  of  Roman  power,   stood  firm.      Nothing  was    ^^^^^^ 
tottering  in  the  great  edifice.     The  Romans  heard  without 
fear  the  sounds  of  the  approaching  storm. 

Pyrrhus  had  begun  to  move,  probably  at  the  same  time  Advance  of 
at  which  he  had  sent  Kineas  to  Rome.*  He  directed  his  ^"  ^' 
march  through  Lucania  to  Campania,  and  tried  by  a  coup 
de  main  to  seize  Capua  and  Naples.  Failing  in  this,  he 
turned  northwards,  crossed  the  Yoltumus  and  the  Liris, 
occupied  Fregell^e,  and  reached»  on  the  Xiatin  road, 
Anagnia,  in  the  country  of  the  Hemicans.  He  no- 
where met  with  a  friendly  reception.*  He  was  in  an 
enemy's  country,  and  with  every  step  that  he  made 
forwards  the  difficulties  and  the  dangers  of  his  situation 
increased.*  His  army,  which  had  been  joined  by  Samnite 
and  Lucanian  hordes,  was  encumbered  with  spoils  and 
numerous  prisoners.  It  is  doubtful  whether  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  venture  ob  a  battle  with  Roman  legions ;  a 
reverse  at  such  a  distance  from  Tarentuim  would  have 
been  ruin.  It  is  nevertheless  probable  that  not  I^rrhu» 
but  the  Romans  avoided  a  collision ;  for  they  knew  that, 
even  without  a  battle,  the  hostile  army  would  be  com- 

'  The  chronology  is  nncevtain.    See  Broysen,  Hellenis7nu8,  ii.  133,  Aßm.  84. 

'  It  is  not  likely  that  the  people  of  Anagnia  received  him  as  a  friend. 
Anagnia  had  been  seTerely  punished  for  its  faithlessness  in  the  third  Samnite 
war,  and  had  most  probably  been  dismantled,  like  Velitre  (Liyy,  viii.  14),  and 
like  all  those  rebellious  towns  which  were  not  changed  lAto  Koman  colonies  and 
thus  secured  by  Boman  garrisons.  If,  then,  Anagnia  was  an  open  town,  it  is 
absurd  to  speak  of  a  surrender  to  Pyrrhus.  It  was  occupied  because  il  could 
make  no  resistance.  Accordingly  nothang  is  said  of  its.  punishment  by  the 
Bomans  after  the  retreat  of  Pyrrhus. 

'  That  Pyrrhus  advanced  beyond  Anagnia  as  far  as  Praneste  and  seized 
the  citadel  of  this  latter  town  (A4)pian,  iii.  10,  8  ;  Florus,  i.  18  ;  Eutropiiv,  ii.  7) 
is  not  likely.  Prseneste  was  impregnable  and  no  doubt  garrisoned  by 
Koman  soldiers,  for  the  Komans  had  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  carried  away 
some  Pnenestines  whose  fidelity  was  suspected  and  had  put  them  to  death. 
After  such  severity  they  could  not  confide  the  defence  of  Pranest«  to  the 
citizens.  If  any  one  town  received  a  Roman  garrison,  as  Zonaras  says  (viii.  3), 
on  account  of  its  fickleness,  it  was  surely  the  important  town  of  Prseneste 
which  blocked  up  the  way  to  Rome  on  the  Latin  road.  A  re-conquest  of 
Prseneste  is  accordingly  not  spoken  of,  any  more  than  a  punishment  of  Anagnia. 
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pelled  to  evacuate  Latium.  They  confined  themselves  to 
harassing  the  enemy  in  the  flank  and  rear.  On  all  sides 
there  appeared  newly  formed  legions,  so  that  Pyrrhus 
exclaimed  in  despair  that  he  had  to  fight  with  the 
Hydra.  Still  the  Bomans  ventured  on  no  attack.  The 
enemy  marched  with  their  spoils  to  Campania,  where  they 
passed  the  winter.     Pyrrhus  Went  thence  to  Tarentum. 

After  the  termination  of  the  campaign^  which,  in  spite  of 
the  important  eventa,  had  brought  no  decision,  both  sides 
made  their  preparations  for  the  anticipated  struggle  of  the 
ensuing  year.  The  losses  of  the  Eomans  in  dead,  wounded, 
and  prisoners  had  been  great.  They  now  sent  an  embassy 
to  Pyrrhus  to  treat  with  him  respecting  the  exchange  or 
ransom  of  the  prisoners.  Pyrrhus  had  not  yet  given  up 
the  hope  of  concluding  peace,  and  he  made  use  of  the 
presence  of  the  Boman  ambassadors  to  make  new  proposals. 
His  negotiations  with  Fabricius,  the  head  of  the  embassy, 
supplied  the  inventors  and  collectors  of  anecdotes  with 
favourite  topics  wherewith  to  eulogise  in  the  usual  maimer 
the  civic  virtues  of  the  Bomans.  Pjrrrhus,  who,  as  a  Greek, 
naturally  thought  every  man  had  his  price^  offered  Fabri- 
cius, it  is  said,  a  large  sum  of  money,  firom  mere  friendship 
and  respect,  which,  however^  Fabricius,  proud  in  his 
poverty,  rejected;  it  is  even  said  that  Pyrrhus  wished  him 
to  enter  into  his  service.^  At  last  he  put  his  presence  of 
mind  to  the  test  by  placing  his  largest  elephant  behind  a 
curtain  and  then  causing  the  curtain  to  be  drawn,  so  that 
Fabricius  found  himself  immediately  under  the  monster's 
trunk  and  tusks.  But  this  test  also  the  undaunted  Boman 
stood :  he  only  smiled  when  the  elephant  began  to  roar. 
While  Boman  writers  amused  themselves  with  such  silly 
stories,  they  neglected  to  investigate  and  to  report  the 
truth  aboub  the  result  of  the  embassy.  According  to  some 
of  them,   Pyrrhus'  released  all  the  prisoners    without 


>  There  is  hardly  any  degree  of  absurdity  which,  in  the  eyes  of  some  Roman 
historians,  did  not  seem  deserving  of  credit.  Entropius  (ii.  8)  coolly  relates 
that  Pyrrhus  offered  Fabricius  the  fourth  part  of  his  kingdom. 

'  Livy,  epit.,  xiii.     Floras,  i.   18.    Eutropius,  ii.   7.    Zonaras,  riii.   4. 
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ransom,  in  the  hope  of  inducing  the  Bomans,  bj  his  CHAP, 
magnanimity,  to  make  peace ;  according  to  another,^  he 
released  only  200  prisoners;  according  to  a  third,'  be 
allowed  the  prisoners  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  Saturnalia 
among  their  relatives  at  home,  on  condition  that  they 
should  return  to  their  captivity.  It  is  said  that  the' 
Boman  senate  accepted  this  with  thanks,  and  threat- 
ened those  with  death  who  should  break  their  solemn 
promise. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  result  of  the  negotiations  Victory  of 
regarding  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  Pyrrhus  failed  in  his  AsculXr 
endeavours  to  conclude  peace.    It  was  now  necessary  to  279  b.c. 
commence  a  new  campaign.     Pyrrhus  did  not,  as  in  the 
first  year,  march  towards  Campania  and  Latium,  the  centre 
of  the  Boman  dominions,  but  to  Apulia,  in  the  hope  pro- 
bably of  conquering  Venusia.     Here  a  second  great  battle 
was  fought  near  Asculum.     Pyrrhus  was  again  victorious. 
But  the  Bomans  were  able  to  retire  into  their  fortified 
camp,  and  lost  fewer  men  than  in  the  fatal  battle  of 
Eeraclea.     This  sufficed  for  some  of  the  mendacious  an- 
nalists to  represent  the  battle  as  indecisive,  and  even  as  a 
Boman  victory ;  and  as  it  happened  that  one  of  the  Boman 
commanders  was  the  consul  Decius  Mus,  the  story  of  the 
self-sacrifice  of  his  father  and  grandfather  was  furbished 
up  anew  to  suit  the  grandson.   We  shall  not  expect  to  find 
trustworthy  detailed  accounts  of  a  battle  which  has  been 
handled  so  freely  by  the  successive  historians,  nor  shall  we 
endeavour  to  reconcile  inconsistent  narratives.    The  loss 
of  the  king  is  computed  at  8,505  men  by  Hieronymus  of 
Cardia,  a  contemporary  writer.     This  loss  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  have  weakened  the  victorious  army  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  prevent  the  vigorous  continuation  of  the  war. 
The  expression  put  into  the  mouth  of  Pyrrhus,  *  Another 
such  victory  and  I  am  lost,'  is  one  of  those  worthless 
anecdotes  which  occupy  the  place  of  historical  record.  Yet 

Compare  Niebuhr,  Bom.  Gesch.,  iii.  587,  Anm.  872;  English  translation,  iii. 
601. 

»  Justin,  xviii.  1.  *  Appian  iii.  10,  5.    Plutarch,  Pyrrh.,  20. 
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we  hear  notliing  of  any  ftirther  operations  after  the  batUe 
at  Aflculum.  What  paralysed  Pyrrhns,  we  cannot  guess. 
Whether,  as  is  reported,  he  was  wonnded  at  Asculom,  and 
for  that  reason  remained  inactive  in  Tarentum ;  whether 
the  affairs  of  Epirus,  which  was  threatened  jost  then  by  an 
invasion  of  the  Ganls  and  by  domestic  troubles,  occupied  his 
attention ;  whether  he  was  already  tired  of  the  whole  war 
in  Italy,  and  was  making  preparations  for  his  Sicilian  cam- 
paign, we  know  not.  One  thii^  is  plain,  that  the  vigour 
of  his  attack  relaxed,  while  the  resistance  of  the  Bomans 
waa  on  the  increase.  The  difficulties  of  a  war  in  an  enemy's 
country  far  from  all  native  resources  were  felt  more  and 
more.  Such  a  war  can,  indeed,  only  be  carried  on  success- 
fully when  the  population  of  the  country  are  either  quite 
neutral  or  sympathize  with  the  foreign  invader.  Where 
that  is  not  the  case,  it  is  only  by  constant  and  large  rein- 
forcements from  home  or  by  the  greatest  talent  in  a  com- 
mander that  a  speedy  catastrophe  can  be  averted.  Thus 
Agathokles  and  Begulus  in  Africa,  Alexander  of  Epims, 
and  even  Hannibal  in  Italy  failed,  in  spite  of  aU  their  suc- 
cess in  the  beginning.*  That  the  war  of  Pyrrhus  in  Italy 
took  the  same  course  is  a  further  proof  of  the  lukewarm 
disposition  of  the  Italian  nations,  of  whom  it  has  been 
falsely  reported  that  they  had  formed  with  him  a  regular 
alliance  against  Rome. 

One  event  had  great  influence  on  the  progress  of  the 
war.  At  this  time  (about  279  b.c.),  probably  before  the 
battle  of  Asculum,  the  Bomans  concluded  an  offensive  and 
defensive  alliance  with  Carthage.  Already,  seventy  years 
before  (348  b.c.),  these  two  states  had  concluded  a  treaty  of 
navigation,  by  which  they  might  regulate  their  commercial 
intercourse  on  amicable  terms.^    About  half  a  century  later 

>  History  presents  numerous  parallels,  such  as  the  Crusades,  the  wars  of  the 
Qerman  emperors  in  Italj,  the  wars  of  England  in  France  and  North  America, 
those  of  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  and  of  Napoleon  in  Russia.  The  recent 
invasion  of  the  Crimea  seyerely  taxed  the  resources  of  two  most  powerful 
countries  of  Europe. 

*  This  was  five  years  before  the  first  Samnite  war.  Polybius  (iii.  22)  dates 
it  two  centuries  and  a  half  too  early.    See  Moäunsen,  C%nMio2byi^,  p.  320. 
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(306  B.C.)   they  renewed  this  treaty.      Now  they  were     CHAP, 
united  by  their  common  interests  to  oppose  the  ambitions  .  ^ 

plans  of  King  Pyrrhus,  which  were  directed  no  less  against  280-275 
Sicily  than  against  Italy.  Carthage  had  for  centnries  pos- 
sessed settlements  on  this  island.  It  had  subjugated  the 
western  part,  which  lay  almost  opposite  Carthage ;  but  the 
chequered  wars  with  the  Sicilian  Greeks  had  hitherto  led 
to  no  decided  success.  Now  at  length  the  time  seemed  to 
have  arrived  when  they  might  possess  themselves  of  the 
whole  island.  Afber  the  death  of  Agathokles  (286  b.o.)  the 
power  of  Syracuse  rapidly  declined.  Tom  by  parties,  con- 
fined to  the  defence  of  their  walls,  the  Syracusans  seemed 
doomed  to  the  yoke  of  Carthage,  and  the  conquest  of  Syra- 
cuse would  easily  have  been  followed  by  that  of  all  Sicily. 
Pyrrhus  was  the  last  hope  for  the  Greeks  in  Sicily,  and  he 
was  moved  not  only  by  sympathy  for  his  countrymen,  but 
by  his  own  ambition  and  the  claims  which,  as  husband  of 
the  daughter  of  Agathokles,  he  might  in  some  measure  put 
forward  to  the  inheritance  of  the  murdered  tyrant.  The 
greater  therefore  his  interest  and  his  desire  to  bring  the 
war  in  Italy  to  an  end,  that  he  might  go  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  hard-pressed  Syracusans  before  it  was  too  late, 
the  more  was  it  the  interest  of  Carthage  to  detain  him  in 
Italy.  Hence  this  alliance  with  Borne — an  alliance  by 
which  Borne,  after  the  defeat  at  Heraclea  and  afber  all  the 
successes  of  Pyrrhus,  was  not  a  little  encouraged  to  per- 
severe in  the  war.  The  co-operation  of  the  Carthaginian 
fleet,  which  was  agreed  upon,  was  of  incalculable  impor- 
tance for  Eome,  though,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  hardly 
advisable  to  give  to  such  a  power  as  Carthage  an  excuse 
for  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  Italy.  Of  the  distrust  and 
the  mutual  jealousy  of  the  allied  powers  we  have  a  proof 
in  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  preserved  by  Polybius,* 
which  prescribe  minutely  how  and  when  assistance  should 
be  rendered.  The  same  is  evident  from  a  statement  pre- 
served by  Justin  and  Valerius  Maximus,*  to  the  effect  that 

»  PolybiuB,  iii.  25.  •  Justin,  xviii.  2.    Valer.  Max.  iii.  7, 10. 
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Arrival  of 
Pyrrhua  in 
Sicily. 


when  a  Caxthaginian  fleet  made  its  appearance  on  the 
coast  of  Latium  (probably  while  Pyrrhus  was  marching 
upon  Borne),  the  Bomans  declined  the  proffered  assistance. 
They  were  placed  between  two  dangers,  and  it  was  not  less 
in  their  interest  to  hasten  the  departure  of  Pyrrlias  &om 
Italy  than  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the  Cartha^nians  to 
keep  him  there.  We  cannot  be  far  wrong  in  supposing  that 
the  Boman  politicians  did  all  in  their  power  to  shift  the 
scene  of  war  from  Italy  to  Sicily.  We  may  therefore  readily 
believe  what  Appian^  reports,  that  the  Bomans  made  an 
agreement  with  Pyrrhus,  in  consequence  of  which  the  pri- 
soners of  war  were  exchanged  and  an  armistice  concluded. 
The  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  with  Carthage  did 
not  allow  the  Bomans  to  conclude  a  separate  peace.  But 
they  were  at  liberty  to  conclude  an  armistice,  whereby 
they  obtained  freedom  to  act  against  the  allies  of  Pyrrhus 
in  Italy,  whilst  he  had  the  same  freedom  to  act  against 
the  allies  of  Bome  in  Sicily.  We  do  not  know  whether  a 
condition  of  the  armistice  guaranteed  Tarentum  against 
hostilities  on  the  part  of  Bome,  but  it  seems  highly  pro- 
bable that  Pyrrhus  did  not  sacrifice  this  town,  the  safety 
of  which  concerned  his  honour  no  less  than  his  interest.' 
MUo  remained  in  Tarentum  with  an  Epirotic  garrison,  the 
son  of  Pyrrhus,  the  youthful  Alexander,  was  left  in  LocrL 
The  other  Greek  towns  in  Italy  were  likewise  secured  by 
Epirotic  garrisons,  whilst  the  native  troops  of  those  towns 
probably  accompanied  Pyrrhus  to  Sicily.' 

In  Sicily  the  arrival  of  Pyrrhus  produced  a  rapid  and 

•  Appian,  iii.  12. 

•  The  Fasti  Capitolini,  it  is  true,  report  for  278  b.c.  a  triumph  of  Fabricius 
OTer  the  Lucanians,  Bruttians,  Samnites,  and  Tarentines.  But  this  Ijing 
chronicle  deserves  no  credit,  unless  it  is  supported  by  other  evidence.  The 
writers  who,  in  the  time  of  the  emperor,  abridged  the  voluminous  works  of  livy 
and  others  are  not  guilty  of  baring  curtailed  the  glory  of  their  ancestors.  Yei 
Eutropius  (ii.  14)  speaks  only  of  a  triumph  over  Lucanians  and  Samnites. 

•  We  may  pass  over  the  story  of  the  traitor  who  is  reported  to  have  promt^fd 
Fabricius  to  poison  Pyrrhus,  but  whose  offer  was  rejected.  That  Pyrrhus 
did  not  give  up  the  war  with  the  Romans  out  of  admiration  for  their  geneiositr 
is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  fact  that,  after  all,  he  resumed  it  on  his  xetorn 
from  Sicily. 
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complete  change.  Enthusiastically  received  by  the  Greeks     CHAP, 
as  their  saviour  from  the  hands  of  the  barbarians,  he  re-  ^      ,  '  ^ 


conciled  the  hostile  parties  amongst  them,  organised  the  28O-270 
military  force  of  the  Greek  cities,  and  in  a  short  time 
swept  the  Carthaginians  from  the  greater  part  of  the  island. 
They  retired  to  their  fortified  places  in  the  west,  but  even 
here  they  were  not  safe.  The  town  of  Eryx  was  stormed, 
Pyrrhus  being  the  first  man  on  the  wall.  Soon  after 
Panormus  and  Ercte  were  taken.  Lilybseum  alone  re- 
sisted, being  protected  by  its  favourable  situation  and  by 
a  Carthaginian  fleet.  In  the  north-east  of  the  island  the 
Mamertines  were  blockaded  in  Messana;  and  all  Sicily 
therefore,  with  the  exception  of  these  two  towns,  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  Pyrrhus.  The  plan  of  founding  a  great  Greek 
empire  in  the  west  seemed  to  be  approaching  realisation. 
The  lord  of  Ambrakia,  Tarentum,  and  Syracuse,  the  con- 
queror of  the  Bomans  and  Carthaginians,  seemed  to  be 
entitled  to  hope  that,  after  such  results,  he  would  succeed 
in  completing  his  work  and  in  establishing  a  lasting 
dominion. 

But  so  near  the  accomplishment  of  his  plans  Pyrrhus  saw  Siege  of 
all  his  hopes  dashed  to  the  ground,  and  was  deprived  of  Li^>^»""* 
all  the  fruits  of  his  victories  and  labours.  The  flood  which 
had  borne  him  along  began  to  ebb,  and  soon  he  found  him- 
self carried  back  to  the  point  from  which  he  had  started. 
Carthage,  unlike  Rome,  had  lost  courage  and  self-confi- 
dence, and  had  offered  Pyrrhus  peace  and  friendship,  ready 
to  give  up  to  him  the  whole  of  Sicily  with  the  sole  excep- 
tion of  LilybsBum.  This  offer  Pyrrhus  refused.  He  and  his 
friends  in  Sicily  knew  that,  as  long  as  the  Carthaginians 
had  possession  of  one  stronghold  in  Sicily,  they  would 
watch  the  first  favourable  opportunity  to  re-conquer  fi-om 
this  point  aU  that  they  had  lost.  The  war  therefore  con- 
tinued. Pyrrhus  contemplated  not  only  the  conquest  of 
Lilybeeum  but  even  a  landing  in  Africa,  hoping  to  realise  the 
bold  plan  of  his  father-in-law  Agathokles,  who  had  all  but 
succeeded  in  overthrowing  the  dominion  of  Carthage.  But, 

VOL.  I.  MM 
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BOOK     in  spite  of  all  his  efforts,  he  failed  even  to  take  Luybsenin. 
^       '  _ .  Having  continued  for  two  months  his  siege  operations, 
280-276    \q  ^as  obliged  to  give  up  the  attempt  of  taking  the  town 
bj  force.     His  great  triumphs  over  the  Carthaginians^  and 
the  universal  enthusiasm  of  the  Greeks,  were  now  suc- 
ceeded by  discouragement,  discontent,  discord,  and  mntual 
complaints. 
Failure  of       The  strict  military  discipline  and  the  inforcement  of  un- 
SiciTy     ^*  conditional  obedience,  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
were  more  necessary  than  ever,  appeared  an  unbearable 
burthen  to  the  Sicilian  Greeks,  when  the  fitting  out  of  a 
fleet  for  the  African  expedition  demanded  new  efforts. 
Pyrrhus  was  inexorably  severe,  perhaps  even  cruel,  though 
cruelty  was  not  generally  in  his  nature.    At  any  rate  he 
was  accused  of  it  by  those  who  refused  to  submit  to  his 
commands.  Fickle,  inconstant,  and  faithless  as  the  Greeks 
always  were,*   they  now  opened  negotiations  with   the 
Mamertines  of  Messana,  and  even  with  the  Carthaginians. 
The  newly  created  kingdom  of  Sicily  passed  away  like  a 
shadow.     The  Carthaginian  army  issued  out  of  Lilybseum 
to  overrun  the  island.     Once  more  the  king  of  Epirus, 
summoning  all  his  strength,  encountered  them  and  drove 
them  back  into  their  strongholds,  after  inflicting  a  bloody 
defeat.    Nevertheless  he  seemed  tired  and  dispirited.  The 
war  in  Sicily  had  lost  its  charm  for  him  when,  at  the  end 
of  almost  three  years,  he  found  that  he  had  not  been  able 
to  gain  even   the  attachment,  fidelity,   and  ready   co- 
operation of  the  Greeks.     He  saw  that  personal  passions 
and  the  interests  of  parties  were  dearer  to  them   than 
all  national  aspirations;    he   therefore  turned  his  back 
upon  them  as  soon  as  he  found  a  pretext  for  leaving  the 
island. 
Condition        The  situation  of  his  allies  in  Italy  was  sufiBciently  alarm- 
Itai^ian        ^^  ^  ^^^  ^°^  *^  retum.     During  the  three  years  of  his 
Greeks.       Sicilian  expedition  the  Bomans  had  not  only  recovered 

*  Compare  the  shameful  treatment  of  Dion  by  the  Syracosans  after  he  had 
only  just  delivered  them  from  the  tyrant  Dionysius. — ^Plutarch,  Bioi^^  37. 
Diodoms,  xvi.  17.    Grote,  UUt,  qf  Greece,  xi,  147  ffl 
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from  the  great  sufferings '   of  the  disastrous  war,   but     CHAP, 
they  had  even  begun  to  re-conquer  the  ground  that  they 


liad  lost.  The  attempt,  it  is  true,  to  punish  the  Samnites  28O-270 
for  the  share  they  had  taken  in  the  war  ended  in  their 
linmiliation  and  severe  loss  ;  for  the  consuls  of  the  year 
277,  C.  Junius  Brutus  and  P.  Cornelius  Eufinus,  ravaging 
Samnium  with  fire  and  sword,  and  venturing  too  far  among 
the  mountains,  had  been  attacked  by  the  mountaineers 
and  totally  defeated.  But,  in  spite  of  this  reverse,  the 
superiority  of  the  Eomans  became  more  and  more  manifest. 
They  gradually  regained  possession  of  the  Greek  towns 
which  had  been  lost  in  the  course  of  the  war.  Heraclea 
surrendered  on  obtaining  favourable  conditions.  This 
example  was  followed  by  others.  In  every  town  a  Roman 
party  was  astir,  which  demanded  an  alliance  with  Bome, 
as  they  had  done  even  before  the  war. 

Whilst  this  party  in  the  town  of  Croton  was  calling  in  Roman 
the  Romans,  their  opponents  sent  to  Tarentum  to  ask  ^^^'^nea. 
Milo  for  aid.  The  Epirot  general  forthwith  dispatched 
Nikomachus  to  Croton  with  a  body  of  troops,  who  antici- 
pated the  Roman  consul  Rufinus  in  the  occupation  of  the 
town,  and  fell  upon  him,  inflicting  a  serious  loss,  when  he 
appeared  before  the  gates  in  the  hope  of  being  received 
within  the  walls.'  Rufinus,  who  had  no  prospect  of  taking 
Croton  by  force,  forthwith  marched  in  the  direction  of 
Locri,  and  contrived  to  make  Nikomachus  believe,  bj  some 
pretended  deserters,  that  he  had  friends  in  Locri  who  were 
about  to  surrender  the  town  to  him.  Nikomachus  hastened 
again  to  anticipate  him,  and  reached  Locri  by  a  shorter 
way,  perhaps  by  sea.     Thus  Croton  was  again  deprived  of 

'  Between  281  b.o.  and  275  b.c.  the  number  of  citizens  had  decreased  by 
17,000. 

'  Kothing  was  more  common  than  this  kind  of  proceeding.  The  rupture 
with  Tarentum  was  caused  by  the  failure  of  a  similar  attempt  on  the  part  of 
th^  Romans  (see  p.  493).  The  events  which  took  place  on  that  occasion  re- 
ceive an  illustration  from  the  words  with  which  Zonaras  (viii.  6)  describes  the 
attempt  on  Croton  :  Kal  M  Kp6rttva  lapfunffw  axotrrdim  *V»fiedmy,  /»rrair«/*!^- 
fjL4ifuy  ainhv  rw  iwirti^titov,  tpBaffdvrtav  8i  r&p  \oirwy  hrceyceyMcu  irapit  rov 
fUlXwos  ippovpäv  ^s  ^px*  SucSfiaxos.  *Ayvoiitrat  oJr  rovro  koX  &/icXdf  toIj  Tf  ix<0"4 
vpoffUiy  &s  vphs  ^l\ovs  ftrrowfir  4^ai4>wris  ^wtKipa^irrtoy  atnf. 
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BOOK     the  greater  part  of  its  garrison.      Eufinns  immediatelj 
% — r^ — '  returned,  and  succeeded  in  surprising  the  town  under  cover 
^*B  c^^^    of  a  mist.     Soon  after  the  Epirot  garrison  of  Locri  was 
set  upon  and  massacred  by  the  inhabitants,  and  the  town 
surrendered  to  the  Romans.     Thus  the  whole  coast,  with 
the  exception  of  Tarentum  and  Bhegium,  was  again  in 
Boman  hands.  Both  parties  had  arrived  at  the  same  point 
which  they  had  occupied  in  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
Third  This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Italy  when  Pyrrhus, 

of  PmSi«  listening  to  the  entreaties  of  his  allies,  sailed,  probably  in 
in  Italy,  the  autumn  of  276  b.c.,  from  the  port  of  Syracuse.  The 
Carthaginians  lay  in  wait  for  him,  and  in  a  smart  naval 
engagement  he  lost  a  number  of  his  ships.  Having 
landed  on  the  southern  extremity  of  Italy,  he  was  obliged 
to  fight  his  way  through  the  territory  of  Bhegium,  where 
the  Mamertines  of  Messana  and  the  Campanian  mutineers, 
now  masters  of  Bhegium,  endeavoured  to  intercept  him. 
If  the  latter  thought  by  this  act  to  gain  the  favour  and 
pardon  of  Eome,  they  were  grievously  mistaken,  for 
Eome  could  not  overlook  or  compromise  the  faithlessness 
of  her  allies  and  the  mutiny  of  her  soldiers,  and  she  was 
even  now  meditating  what  punishment  she  should  inflict 
on  them.  Pyrrhus  forced  his  way,  with  his  usual  good 
fortune  and  his  accustomed  bravery ;  he  succeeded  even, 
on  his  further  march  to  Tarentum,  in  regaining  possession 
of  the  Greek  towns  on  the  coast.  In  Locri  severe  punish- 
ment was  inflicted  on  those  who  had  surprised  the  Epirotic 
garrison  and  delivered  the  town  to  the  Bomans.  For 
the  third  time  this  unhappy  town  changed  its  masters, 
and,  as  usual,  the  change  was  accompanied  by  an  internal 
revolution.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  more  lamentable 
condition  than  that  of  these  Greek  towns,  once  so  flourish- 
ing and  now  doomed  to  destruction.  Torn  by  factions 
which  had  sold  themselves  to  the  belligerent  foreign  powers, 
they  were  crushed  in  the  violent  collision  which  they  had 
been  instrumental  in  bringing  about.  Their  wealth,  their 
splendour,  their  large  population  were  gone.  In  their 
helplessness  they  could  not  even  protect  themselves  from 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  WAR  OF  PYERHUS  IN  ITALY  AND  SICILY.  533 

the  wild  hordes  of  Campanian  filibusters.     Caulonia'  and     CHAP. 
Croton*  were  laid  waste  and  sacked  by  them.    Croton,  once  ^      .^L 
swarming  with  a  numerous  population,  dwindled  now  to    28O-270 
the  dimensions  of  a  village,  which,  in  a  comer  of  the  wide 
space  encircled  by  the  ancient  walls,  prolonged  a  precarious 
existence  among  the   mouldering  ruins   of  her  former 
grandeur.     Whatever  treasures,  the  remains  of  forfeited 
wealth,  were  found  in  these  towns  were  carried  off  either 
by  the  Romans  or  by  the  Epirots.  Pyrrhus,  on  this  occasion, 
plundered  even  the  sacred  treasure  in  the  temple  of  Per- 
sephone at  Locri,  and,  it  is  related,  was  only  induced  to 
restore  the  spoils  when  his  ships  were  driven  back  into  the 
harbour  by  a  storm.* 

After  an  absence  of  almost  three  years,  Pyrrhus  appeared  Pyrrfius  at 
again  in  Tarentum  at  the  head  of  an  army  which,  in  point 
of  numbers,  was  equal  to  that  with  which  he  had  com- 
menced the  war  against  Rome,  five  years  before.  But  the 
quality  of  his  troops  was  different.  In  the  place  of  his 
devoted  Epirotic  veterans,  whose  bones  were  now  bleaching 
on  the  battle-fields  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  his  ranks  were 
filled  with  foreign  mercenaries,  or  men  pressed  into  his 
service,  both  Greeks  and  barbarians.  Many  of  his  best 
officers  had  fallen  in  battle.  A  different  spirit  animated 
the  army  and  the  king.  The  enthusiasm  and  the  hope  of 
victory  had  given  place  to  the  depression  of  spirits  which 
arises  from  failure  and  shattered  hopes.  The  actions  of 
the  king  betrayed  a  want  of  firmness  and  decision ;  he  was 
more  inclined  to  severity,  contrary  to  his  original  dis- 
position. His  good  spirit  seemed  to  have  forsaken  him. 
Kineas  was  no  longer  living ;  it  seems  that  he  had  died 
in  Sicily.  A  second  friend  and  adviser  like  him  Pyrrhus 
found  no  more. 

The  return  of  the  king  of  Epirus  produced  a  deep  im-  Agitation 
pression  in  Rome.  Here  also  the  enthusiasm  had  vanished  **  ™^' 
with  which,  after  the  battle  of  Heraclea,  the  young  men 

'  Pauflanias,  tI.  3. 

'  2iOnara8,  yiii.  6.  This  taking  of  Croton  belongs  probably  to  thfl  time 
previoQB  to  the  return  of  PyirhuB  from  Sicily,  as  the  Roman  garrison  was  put  to 
death  on  that  occasion.  '  Dionysius,  zix.  9. 
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had  vied  with  each  other  in  enrolling  themselves  in  the 
newlj-mised  legions.  Instead  of  zeal  and  eagerness  for  the 
service  of  the  country,  a  general  apathy  was  manifested. 
It  was  necessary  for  the  authorities  to  resort  to  the  most 
rigorous  measures  and  punishments,  in  order  to  compel  the 
reluctant  to  military  service.  The  general  terror  increased, 
as  usual,  the  superstition  of  the  people,  and  made  them  see 
the  anger  of  the  gods  in  extraordinary  phenomena.  The 
clay  statue  of  Jupiter  on  the  roof  of  the  Capitoline  temple 
was  struck  by  lightning  and  its  head  hurled  into  the  Tiber. 
We  may  be  sure  that  days  of  supplication  and  prayer  were 
appointed  to  calm  the  terrified  spirits  of  the  people,  and  to 
implore  the  favour  of  the  gods. 

Meanwhile  the  armies  took  the  field  for  the  last  decisive 
campaign.  Whilst  one  consular  army,  under  L.  Cornelias 
Lentiüus,  marched  into  Lucania,  where  in  all  probability 
it  had  to  encounter  only  some  irregular  troops  of  Samnites 
and  Lucanians,  the  other  army,  under  Manius  Curius,  sud- 
denly fell  in,  near  Beneventum,  with  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy,  under  the  personal  command  of  the  king.  It 
seemed  advisable  to  avoid  an  engagement,  until  the  consul 
Lentulas  could  approach  with  his  army,  for  the  support  of 
Curius.  The  Eomans  therefore  occupied  a  fortified  position 
on  the  hills.  Pyrrhus,  being  anxious  to  anticipate  the 
arrival  of  the  second  Boman  army,  ventured,  with  his 
unwieldy  phalanx  and  his  untrustworthy  troops,  to  storm 
the  position  of  the  Bomans.  The  circumstances  were  all 
unfavourable  to  Pyrrhus.  Neither  the  phalanx,  nor  his 
cavalry,  nor  his  elephants  could  act  with  advantage  on 
the  uneven  ground.  A  total  repulse  vras  inevitable.  The 
elephants  were  thrown  into  disorder  on  being  received  by 
the  Eomans  with  burning  projectiles.  Two  of  them  were 
killed,  four  were  taken,  to  be  led  in  procession  in  the 
triumph  which  Manius  Curius  celebrated  for  this  glorious 
victory. 

The  army  of  Pyrrhus  was  shattered  to  pieces.  He  had 
no  prospect  now  of  being  able  to  continue  the  war  auj 
longer.     Italy  offered « him  no  resources.     Neither  the 
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appear  to  liave  been  able  or  disposed  to  make  further 


eflEbrts.  Pyrrhns  applied  in  vain  for  assistance  to  Mace-  28O-275 
donia,  Syria,  or  Egypt.  Deserted  on  all  sides,  maligned 
and  threatened,  he  had  no  choice  but  to  give  up  the 
unequal  contest,  which  nothing  but  his  eminent  military 
talent  had  enabled  him  to  carry  on  with  credit  for  five 
years.  He  took  leave  with  a  heavy  heart  of  the  land 
T^hich  he  had  come  to  deliver  from  the  barbarians,  and 
ivhere  he  had  hoped  to  establish  a  great  kingdom.  Yet 
lie  did  not  abandon  all  his  plans  at  once.  To  give  up 
Tarentum  would  have  been  equivalent  to  surrendering  it  to 
the  Romans.  He  therefore  left  Milo  and  his  son  Helenus 
in  Tarentum  with  a  strong  garrison,  and  embarked  with 
an  army  of  8,000  foot  and  500  horse  to  return  to  his  own 
coimtry ;  not,  however,  there  to  repose  in  peace,  but  to 
plunge  into  new  ventures  one  after  another,  to  stretch  out 
his  hands  for  the  throne  of  Maoedonia,  and  at  last  to  fall  ' 
in  the  wild  uproar  of  battle.  He  fought  for  a  while  very 
successfully  against  Antigonus  Gronatas  in  Macedonia. 
Then  he  was  induced  to  make  an  expedition  into  Pelopon- 
nesus ;  here  he  failed  in  a  desperate  attack  on  Sparta^  and 
when  thereupon  he  turned  against  Argos,  to  wrest  it  from 
Antigonus,  he  was  hit  by  a  tile  thrown  from  a  roof  by  a 
woman.  Lying  on  the  ground,  wounded  and  helpless,  he 
was  recognised  by  a  wretch  and  murdered.  Alkyoneus, 
the  son  of  Antigonus,  hastened  in  triumph  to  lay  his  head 
at  his  father's  feet,  but  the  king  of  Macedonia,  when  he 
saw  the  features  of  his  enemy,  hid  his  face  and  reproved 
the  barbarity  of  the  young  man.  He  was  overcome  by  the 
sudden  change  of  fortune,  and  remembered  sorrowfully  his 
father  Demetrius  and  his  ^grandfather  Antigonus,  both  of 
whom  fortune  had  raised  high  to  let  them  fall  low.  He 
caused  the  remains  of  Pyrrhus  to  be  honourably  buried, 
and  treated  his  son  Helenus  as  a  friend  and  protector. 

The  life  of  Pyrrhus  is  a  true  picture  of  the  time,  a  time  Hellenic 
full  of  the  grandest  ventures,  of  violent  passions  and  un-  J^n^he*^*^"** 
satisfied  ambition.    The  successors  of  Alexander  the  Great  S?*^  ^"^ 

West. 
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were  not  worse  than  other  conquerors.  If  their  deeds  had 
not  been  described  bj  tedious  historians,  but  sung  hj 
inspired  poets,  thej  would  stand  before  our  eyes  in  the 
briUiant  light  of  Homeric  heroes.  It  was  not  a  happy 
period  for  the  welfare  of  the  peoples.  They  were  the  help- 
less booty  for  which  the  ambitious  princes  fought.  Their 
wealth,  their  culture,  their  morals  deteriorated.  The 
Hellenic  civilisation,  as  it  spread  eastward  into  Asia,  was 
adulterated  by  foreign  elements,  and  in  the  west  it  was 
gradually  crushed  out  by  barbarism.  A  revolution  took 
place  in  the  principles  which  regulated  social  and  political 
order.  The  small  civic  communities,  in  which  the  Hellenic 
civilisation  had  sprung  up  and  flourished,  were  absorbed 
by  larger  states.  In  the  east  there  were  formed  the 
various  monarchies  of  Syria  and  Asia  Minor,  where 
the  Greek  spirit  of  personal  freedom  received  a  strong 
admixture  of  oriental  despotism.  In  the  west  was  grow- 
ing up  the  empire  of  the  Roman  republic,  where  fixed 
rules  equally  I'epressed  personal  greatness  and  personal 
government.  What  military  and  political  organisation  was 
able  to  accomplish  in  a  contest  with  the  greatest  personal 
qualities  had  been  shown  in  the  course  of  the  first 
collision  between  Komans  and  Greeks.  The  next  three 
centuries  completed  the  triumph  of  the  Boman  arms  and 
of  Boman  policy,  and  at  the  same  time  the  triumph  of  the 
Greek  mind. 
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The  decisive  battle  of  Beneventum  compelled  Pyrrhns  to     chap. 
evacuate  Italy,  and  removed  aU  the  apprehensions  which  ^^^^• 


tlie  Romans  had  entertained  after  the  first  and  the  second  Extension 
landing  of  P^rrhus.  Their  perseverance,  backed  by  the  ^^  Roman 
solidity  of  their  power,  had  prevailed.  They  were  now  macy. 
enabled  to  gather  at  leisure  the  finiits  of  their  hard-won 
victory,  conscious  of  their  superior  strength  and  perfectly 
sure  of  the  result.  The  Sabellian  nations  were  punished 
for  the  hostile  disposition  which  they  had  manifested  by 
supporting  Pyrrhus.  They  were  humbled  by  several 
defeats,  and  a  new  curb  was  applied  to  keep  them  in 
subjection.  In  the  midst  of  Samnium,  where  the  great 
victory  had  been  gained  over  Pyrrhus,  a  colony  was 
established  in  268  b.c.,  and  the  name  of  the  town,  for  a 
good  omen,  changed  from  Maleventum  into  Beneventum. 
Even  before  this  period,  in  273  b.c.,  the  maritime  colony 
of  Psestum  was  established  on  the  site  of  the  Greek  town 
of  Posidonia,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  Bruttians; 
Cosa,  situated^  on  the  western  coast,  and  some  time  after 
the  important  town  of  Ariminum,  on  the  Adriatic,  received 
a  garrison  of  colonists  for  the  protection  of  the  country 
conquered  from  the  Senonian  Gauls.  It  became  more  and 
more  evident  that  the  Romans  aspired  to  dominion  over 
the  coasts  and  seas,  and  this  tendency  was  the  natural 

*  The  situation  of  Cosa  is  doubtful.  From  JArj  (zxrii.  10)  it  is  clear  that 
it  lay  on  the  west  coast  of  Italy.  Here  we  know  for  certain  only  one  town  of 
that  name,  aboat  half-way  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber  and  the  Arno. 
Mommsen  {Bom,  Munewe^ent  p.  233)  thinks  it  must  haye  been  a  Campanian 
town. 
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result  of  the  preceding  contests,  which  had  drawn  the 
Eomans  into  the  vicinity  of  the  Adriatic,  the  Tarentine 
and  Sicilian  waters.  It  was  not  possible  for  Borne  to 
remain  entirely  a  continental  power.  The  weakness  of 
the  Itoman  fleet  had  become  apparent  in  the  war  with 
Tarentum.  An  alliance  with  Carthage  had  become 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  co-operation  of 
the  Carthaginian  fleet.  If  Borne  wished  to  deliver  herself 
from  this  dependence,  and  to  secure  the  possession  of  the 
newly-conquered  maritime  towns,  it  was  necessary  that  she 
should  aspire  to  naval  power  and  to  an  equality  with 
the  great  maritime  nations  of  the  Mediterranean.  The 
first  steps  in  this  direction  were  now  taken  by  the  founda- 
tion of  the  three  maritime  colonies. 

But  the  key- stones  of  the  edifice  were  still  wanting.  The 
dominion  of  Bome  over  the  continent  of  Italy  could  not 
be  considered  complete  or  secure  so  long  as  Tarentum  and 
Bhegium  were  in  hostile  hands.  How  important  was  the 
possession  of  a  single  fortified  maritime  town  had  just  been 
shown  in  Sicily,  where  the  Carthaginians  had  lost  every 
place  except  Lilybeeum,  and  were  enabled  by  the  secure 
footing  which  Lilybseum  gave  them  rapidly  to  re-conquer 
almost  the  whole  island.  In  a  similar  manner,  Pyrrhus, 
or  some  other  enemy  of  Bome,  might  at  any  time  issue 
from  Tarentum  to  attack  the  Boman  dominions,  and  the 
days  of  Heraclea  and  Asculum  might  be  repeated. 
The  Bomans,  therefore,  in  the  year  272  b.c.,  made  great 
efforts  to  gain  possession  of  Tarentum.  Again  they  acted 
in  concert  with  their  own  party  inside  the  town,  for, 
just  as  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  they  felt  unable  to 
take  by  a  regular  siege  a  maritime  town  which  thej 
could  not  blockade  at  the  same  time  on  the  sea  side. 
The  Boman  party  in  Tarentum  made  the  attempt  to 
overpower  the  opposite  "party  and  the  Epirotic  gar- 
rison. But  their  attempt  failed.  They  were  obliged 
to  leave  the  town  and  occupy  one  of  the  neighbouring 
places,  whence  they  continued  their  hostilities  against  the 
garrison  of  Tarentum.     A  Boman  army,  under  the  consul 
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Papirius,  joined  them  and  began  to  blockade  the  town  on  CHAP, 
the  land  side.  At  the  same  time  a  Carthaginian  fleet  —  ^  1^ 
appeared  before  the  harbour,  ready  to  assist  the  opposite 
party.  Like  two  wild  animals  ready  to  pounce  upon  their 
prey  and  to  snatch  it  from  each  other,  the  Itomans  and  the 
Carthaginians  each  tried  to  get  possession  of  Tarentum. 
Bome  had  sought  the  Carthaginian  alliance  in  order  to  rid 
herself  of  Fyrrhus  with  Carthaginian  aid.  But  she  was 
determined  not  to  allow  the  Carthaginians  to  obtain  a 
footing  in  Italy  as  they  had  done  in  Sicily.  They  looked 
upon  the  allied  fleet  before  Tarentum  as  if  it  were  the  fleet 
of  a  rival  or  an  enemy,  and  they  were  right  in  doing  so,  and 
in  supposing  that  its  object  was  not  to  take  Tarentum  and 
then  to  hand  it  over  to  them.  It  is  very  curious  that  the 
state  of  things  was  almost  precisely  the  same  as  that 
which  had  existed  in  282  b.c.  The  Bomans  had  hopes  of 
securing  the  possession  of  Tarentum  by  the  co-operation 
of  their  party  within  the  town,  but  a  foreign  power  was 
on  the  point  of  anticipating  them.  If  on  this  as  on  the 
previous  occasion,  the  decision  had  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  democrats  of  Tarentum,  the  town  would  have  been 
surrendered  to  the  Carthaginians ;  for  the  leaders  of  the 
Tarentine  people  had  to  expect  the  most  severe  retribu- 
tion from  the  Eomans  if  they  got  possession  of  the  place. 
But  the  democrats  were  no  longer  masters  of  the  situation. 
Milo,  with  his  Epirotic  garrison,  held  the  castle  and  had 
unlimited  sway.  He  cared  little  for  the  wishes  of  the  one 
political  party  or  the  other.  As  soon  as  he  had  lost  all 
hope  of  keeping  the  town  intrusted  to  him  for  his  own 
sovereign,  the  question  for  him  was,  which  of  his  enemies 
would  offer  him  the  most  favourable  conditions.  Whilst 
Fyrrhus  was  alive,  a  second  Italian  expedition  was  at 
least  possible.  Now  the  news  arrived  of  his  death,  and  it 
spread  among  his  faithful  soldiers  discouragement  and 
fear.  Milo,  despairing  of  relief,  could  not  do  better  than 
preserve  to  the  son  of  his  sovereign  an  army  which 
was  now  useless  in  Italy.  The  Bomans  showed  them- 
selves ready  to  offer  the  most  acceptable  terms.     They 
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allowed  the  garrison  to  marcli  out  of  Tarentum,  carrying 
with  them  their  anus  and  all  their  booty.  Probably  the 
leaders  of  the  democratic  party  left  the  town  at  the  same 
time,  as  they  had  to  dread  the  revenge  of  the  Bomans  and 
of  their  political  antagonists,  who  now  returned  to  power. 
The  town  and  citadel  of  Tarentum  were  given  up  to  the 
Bomans.  The  Carthaginians,  after  the  failure  of  their 
plan  to  get  possession  of  the  town,  sailed  back  to  Carthage, 
and  when  the  Bomans  complained  of  the  appearance  of 
their  fleet  before  Tarentum,  the  Carthaginian  senate  cast 
the  responsibility  on  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  declaring 
that  he  had  had  no  authority  to  approach  so  near  the 
town.*  Tarentum,  deprived  of  her  arms,  her  ships,  and 
her  walls,  had  from  henceforth  a  Boman  garrison  in  the 
citadel,  and  was  treated  with  forbearance  in  consideration 
of  the  services  of  the  aristocratic  party.  It  is  true  the 
prosperity  of  Tarentum  was  gone  for  ever.  Its  trade  was 
more  and  more  drawn  to  the  new  port  of  Brundusium. 
But,  like  the  other  Greek  towns  under  Boman  dominion, 
Tarentum  retained  a  shadow  of  its  former  republican 
freedom  in  its  local  self-government. 

After  the  fall  of  Tarentum,  the  long-delayed  retribution 
overtook  at  last  the  freebooters  of  Bhegium.  Since  the 
Boman  legion  consisting  of  Campanian  allies  had  trea- 
cherously seized  the  unhappy  town,  and  had  cast  aside 
the  allegiance  to  Bome,  along  with  aU  regard  to  decency 
and  humanity,  Bhegium  had  become  simply  a  robber  state. 
The  mutineers  of  Bhegium,  joined  by  their  kinsmen  of 
Messana,  who  were  guilty  of  a  similar  crime,  lived  by 
surprising  and  plundering  their  neighbours.  They  had  at 
last  attacked  Croton,  cut  down  the  Boman  garrison,  and 
sacked  and  devastated  the  city.  About  this  time  Hiero 
had  gained  supreme  power  over  Syracuse.  He  supported 
the  Bomans  with  troops  and  materials  of  war,  to  enable 
them  to  caiTy  on  the  siege  of  Bhegium  with  greater 
energy.     It  was  a  severe  struggle,  for  the  mutineers  were 


1  See  above,  p.  539. 
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they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans,     The  Carthagi- .    '  ^ 


nians  might  have  assisted  them  by  sea,  but  this  would 
have  been  in  open  violation  of  their  treaty  with  Rome, 
which  they  did  not  venture  upon  after  having  failed  to 
get  possession  of  the  far  more  important  city  of  Tarentum 
and  after  they  had  solemnly  declared  they  had  not  enter- 
tained any  ambitious  views  with  regard  to  the  latter  city. 
The  siege  of  Rhegium  was  therefore  carried  on  without 
interruption.  The  town  was  at  last  taken  by  storm.  The 
mutineers  who  did  not  fall  sword  in  hand  were  immediately 
executed.  Only  three  hundred  of  them,  probably  the 
remnants  of  the  Campanian  legion,  were  sent  to  Rome  in 
chains,  and  scourged  and  beheaded  in  the  market-place. 
Their  bodies  were  cast  to  the  dogs.  Thus  Rome  avenged 
her  offended  majesty,  and  punished  the  violation  of  the 
military  oath,  to  give  a  warning  to  those  of  her  subjects 
who  might  possibly  entertain  similar  projects. 

The  deserted  Rhegium  was  restored  to  the  old  inhabi-  J^^«' 
tants  that  still  survived.  These  collected  gradually  from  Rhegium. 
all  sides.  The  favourable  position  of  the  town  no  doubt 
attracted  others.  Rhegium  revived  once  more.'  It  ob- 
tained its  local  independence  and  favourable  terms  of 
union  with  Rome,  and  it  appears  that  the  Greek  lan- 
guage and  Greek  customs  survived  for  some  centuries  in 
this  locality. 

The  struggle  was  now  ended.  Without  meeting  more  Roman 
than  isolated  resistance,  Rome  now  ruled  supreme  over  f^PT^*®/ 
the  whole  of  Italy  from  Ariminum  to  the  Sicilian  Straits. 
The  Etruscans,  nominally  free  and  independent,  were 
protected  by  Rome  alone  from  the  Gauls,  yet  in  reality 
they  were  the  subjects  of  the  Roman  republic.  Roman 
influence  was  supreme  in  the  internal  government  of  the 
Etruscan  cities.     It  supported  the  aristocratic  government. 


»  This  was  the  second  restoration  of  the  town.  The  old  colony  of  Rhepum 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  first  Dionysius  of  Syracuse,  in  387  b.c. — ^Diodorus, 
xiv.  111. 
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III  '  i^  ^ 

> — ,-1— *  266   B.c.,*  it  interfered  with  force  of  arms   and  ruled 

the  country  by  means  of  these  aristocracies,  who  were 
in  reality  the  servants   and  creatures  of  Borne.      The 
Sabellian  nations  who  had  been  subjected  to  the  Boman 
power  during  the  last   two   generations  lost  their  in- 
ternational independence.    In  their  foreign  policy  they 
were  henceforth  entirely  dependent  on  Borne:   Bome's 
fnends  and  enemies  were  theirs.    In  so  far  therefore  they 
had  lost  their  original  sovereignty.     They  were  no  longer 
their  own  masters,  and  yet  they  entered  the  Boman  state 
neither  as  slaves  nor  as  tributary  subjects.  They  all  of  them 
retained  their  local  self-government,  their  hereditary  laws 
and  manners ;  they  became  members  of  a  great  confedera- 
tion which  protected  them,  gave  them  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity, and  asked  of  them  only  such  services  as  the  military 
security  of  the  new  empire  required.     The  members  of  the 
confederation  were  bound,  in  fixed  proportions,  to  send  their 
contingents  to  the  Boman  army.     Nor  was  their  strength 
taxed  too  highly;  Bome  demanded  from  the  aggregate  of  her 
allies  hardly  more  troops  than  were  fnmished  by  her  own 
citizens.     Besides  arming  and  paying  these  men,  the  allies 
had  no  burdens  to  bear.     They  paid  no  tribute.     Though 
many  of  them  suffered  by  the  confiscation  of  part  of  their 
domain  land,  as  for  instance  the  Bruttians,  from  whom  half 
of  the  forest  of  Sila  was  taken,  and  those  in  whose  territoir 
Boman  colonies  were  established,  yet  the  Boman  republic 
did  not  systematically  plunder  them.     It  seems  not  im- 
probable that,  in  all  material  respects,  they  were  much 
better  off  under  Boman  rule  than  in  the  time   of  their 
independence,  when  the  everlasting  small  wars  made  the 
accumulation  of  wealth  impossible.     The  Greek  towns  on 
the  coast  were  in  a  similar  dependence  on  Bome.     The 
terms  on  which  they  were  admitted  into  the  confederation 
differed  in  detail,  and  were  more  favourable  in  some  cases, 
those  of  Naples  and  Heraclea  for  instance,  than  in  others. 

'  See  above,  p.  479. 
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But  on  the  whole  they  also  retained  their  self-government,  chap. 
their  jurisdiction,  language,  and  customs.  Their  military  .  ^^^^-  , 
services  were  regulated  and  were  confined,  it  seems,  to 
the  furnishing  and  arming  of  ships.  The  period  of  their 
national  splendour  as  Greek  cities  was  over,  but  they  now 
began  to  exercise  a  powerful  influence  on  Bome  and  Italy 
8.8  the  chosen  missionaries  of  Hellenic  culture.  The  pre- 
vious intercourse  between  Itomans  and  Greeks  had  been 
isolated  and  had  produced  but  trifling  results.  The 
antiquity  of  this  intercourse  has  been  greatly  exaggerated 
by  both  Greek  and  Latin  writers,  both  of  whom  took  a 
pride  in  believing  that  Somans  and  Greeks  were  of  a 
kindred  race  and  had  from  very  ancient  times  known  each 
other.  In  truth,  however,  a  regular  intercourse  between 
the  two  nations  began  at  the  present  period,  and  the 
effects  of  it  were  soon  visible  in  the  religion,  customs,  and 
literature  of  Borne. 

For  the  purpose  of  binding  together  their  conquests  and  Latin 
of  penetrating  them  with  the  spirit  of  Boman  citizens,  the  «>lomeB. 
Bomans  made  use  of  their  own  peculiar  system  of  coloni- 
sation. Since  the  subjection  of  Latium,  838  b.c.,  they  had 
begun  more  and  more  to  send  out,  not  colonies  of  Boman 
citizens,  but  colonies  of  Latins,  who  spread  over  the  whole 
of  Italy  the  same  sort  of  confederation  which  had  existed 
originally  between  Bome  and  Latium,  and  were  the  con- 
necting link  between  tlie  ruling  city  and  the  various  con- 
quered nations.  The  Latin  colonies  consisted  partly  of 
Latins  and  partly  of  Boman  citizens,  who  sacrificed  their 
higher  privileges  as  Bomans  for  the  material  advantages 
which  were  offered  to  them  in  the  colonies,  and  which 
consisted  chiefly  in  assignments  of  land.  They  retained 
the  private  rights  of  Bomans,  and  could  under  certain  con- 
ditions acquire  the  fall  franchise.  But  their  public  rights 
they  exercised  in  their  new  homes,  which,  as  copies  of  the 
Boman  community,  had  each  a  senate,  a  popular  assembly, 
and  magistrates.  By  their  descent,  their  language,  and 
the  difficulty  of  their  position  in  a  conquered  country  and 
in  the  midst  of  a  hostile  population  whose  lands  they 
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BOOK     occupied,  they  were  of  course  compelled  to  cling  closely  to 

' r^ — '  Rome,     They  were  in  some  sense  members  of  the  ruling 

people,  and  in  another  sense  they  were,  with  regard  to 
Borne,  in  a  position  similar  to  that  of  the  allied  Sabellian 
and  Greek  towns.  The  Latins  and  the  allies  furnished  for 
every  Soman  legion  an  equal  number  of  foot,  a  double  or 
treble  number  of  horse.  It  was  a  natural  consequence 
that  this  political  community,  coupled  with  the  active 
intercourse  between  the  colonies  and  the  other  towns,  pro- 
duced a  uniformity  of  sentiment  and  interests,  which  led 
to  a  gradual  assimilation  of  these  various  kinds  of  Soman 
subjects,  and  to  a  most  intimate  union  of  them  with  one 
another  and  with  Some. 

The  most  important  Latin  colonies  which  were  esta- 
blished since  the  organisation  of  Latium  in  386  b.c.  till  the 
commencement  of  the  first  Punic  war  264  b.c.,  were 
FregellsB,  Literamna,  Sora,  in  the  country  of  the  Volscians, 
Cales,  Suessa  Aurunca,  Cosa^  in  Campania,  Luceria  and 
Venusia  in  Apulia,  Alba  in  the  country  of  the  Marsians, 
Kamia  in  Umbria,  Carseoli  in  the  country  of  the  ^quians, 
Saticula,  -äJsernia,  and  Beneventum  in  Samnium,  Hatria, 
Castrum  Novum  and  Firmum  in  Picenum,  Paestum  in  Lu- 
cania,  Ariminum  in  the  country  of  the  Gauls.  If  we  bear 
in  mind  that  to  some  of  these  places  4,000,  6,000,  nay  to 
one  20,000,  colonists  were  sent,  we  shall  be  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  these  numerous  foundations  within 
a  comparatively  short  time.  By  this  wholesale  emigration 
of  Latin  citizens  Italy  was  Eomanized.  The  kindred 
nations  of  Sabellian  descent  easily  and  quickly  adopted 
Soman  customs,  and  exchanged  their  local  dialects  for  the 
Latin  tongue.  The  old  peculiarities  disappeared  more  and 
more  in  the  uniformity  of  Soman  customs  and  institutions 
which  now  spread  over  the  whole  peninsula.  The  time 
was  not  far  distant  when  an  Ennius,  bom  and  grown  up  in 
Apulia,  should  sing  in  Latin  hexameters  the  great  exploits 
of  the  Soman  people.  'The  confederate  nations,  as  well 

'  About  Cosa,  see  aboTe,  p.  537,  note  1. 
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those  of  foreign  origin  as  also  the  Latins,  formed  as  it  were  CHAP, 
the  outer  circle  or  shell  of  the  Eoman  empire.  The  kernel  "  .  '  - 
consisted  of  the  body  of  genuine  Eoman  citizens.  The 
double  division  of  the  state,  the  contrast  between  patri- 
cians and  plebeians,  was  repeated  on  a  larger  scale,  and 
was  spread  over  the  whole  of  Italy  when  it  had  ceased  in 
Borne  itself  to  be  of  any  political  importance.  The  Eoman 
citizens,  whether  patricians  or  plebeians,  now  succeeded  to 
the  exclusive  possession  of  political  rights  from  which  the 
Latins  and  the  other  allies  were  excluded.  This  exclusion 
was  inevitable  so  long  as  the  newly-formed  empire  retained 
the  old  constitution,  which  was  adapted  only  for  the 
government  of  a  small  territory  or  a  single  town.  It  was 
physically  impossible  to  assemble  on  the  Forum  the  popu- 
lation of  the  whole  of  Italy.  A  line  had  to  be  drawn  for 
the  purpose  of  separating  the  sovereign  people  of  Eome 
from  those  who  were  members  of  the  state  only  as  allies. 
This  line  included  the  most  southern  part  of  Etruria, 
almost  the  whole  of  Latium,  and  parts  of  the  land  of  the 
Volscians.  It  was,  in  truth,  too  large  already,  and  placed 
the  representation  of  the  more  distant  parts  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  who  had  the  means  and  the  leisure  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  political  life  of  the  capital.  An  equal 
division  of  civil  rights  and  duties,  even  if  it  had  been  con- 
templated, would  have  been  impossible,  unless  the  town 
constitution  of  the  republic  had  been  changed  into  a  repre- 
sentative constitution  or  into  a  monarchy.  The  solution 
of  the  difficulty  by  the  representative  system  seemed  to  be 
very  obvious ;  for,  if  from  the  senates  of  the  separate 
towns  deputies  had  been  sent  to  the  Eoman  senate,  a  re- 
presentative body  would  have  been  formed.  But  the  essence 
of  republican  institutions  appeared  to  the  ancients  to  con- 
sist in  a  direct  participation  of  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity in  the  exercise  of  sovereign  power.  It  was 
therefore  impossible  to  do  away  with  the  public  assemblies 
of  the  Eoman  people  for  the  purposes  of  legislation,  and  the 
election  of  magistrates  and  for  the  highest  judicial  func- 
VOL.  I.  K  K 
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tions,  and  it  was  equally  impossible  to  swell  the  people  of 
Borne  by  the  aggregate  of  all  the  peoples  of  Italy. 

Nor  was  this  by  any  means  intended,  if  it  had  been 
possible.  The  city  of  Borne  and  the  men  who  constitated 
the  Boman  tribes  had  acquired  by  force  of  arms  the 
dominion  oyer  Italy,  and  they  had  no  intention  of  sharing 
it  with  others.  Borne  remained  not  merely  the  head,  but 
the  soyereign  head,  of  the  confederation.  The  Boman 
senate  alone  conducted  the  foreign  policy;  the  magistrates 
elected  in  the  Boman  Forum  or  in  the  Campus  Martins 
administered  the  goyemment,  raised  the  reyenue,  superin- 
tended the  census  and  the  distribution  of  the  military 
burdens.  The  Boman  people  claimed  for  itself  the  right 
of  legislating  for  the  whole  state,  aright  to  which  all  local 
rights  and  priyilegres  were  expected  to  bend.  The  conduct 
of  the  common  affairs  of  the  confederation  \ras  centred  in 
Bome,  and  not  liable  to  be  influenced  by  the  special  in- 
terests, wishes,  or  opposition  of  the  allies.  It  was  deter- 
mined by  one  interest  alone,  the  interest  of  Bome,  and  to 
this  interest  the  wishes  and  claims  of  the  allies  were  sub- 
ordinated without  hesitation.  Such  a  goyemment  would 
haye  been  an  unbearable  tyranny  if  the  Bomans  had  been 
addicted  to  the  modem  yice  of  goyeming  too  much,  or  if 
they  had  cruelly  or  recklessly  drained  the  resources  of 
their  allies  for  their  own  benefit.  They  did  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other.  They  demanded  no  seryices  but  military 
aid  in  war,  and  they  left  the  regulation  of  all  internal 
affairs  to  local  self-goyemment.  The  systematic  spoliation 
which  the  proconsuls  and  the  farmers  of  the  public  reyenue 
introduced  at  a  later  period  was  yet  unknown.  For  a 
long  time  the  Italians  did  not  feel  their  inferiority  to  the 
Boman  citizens  to  be  an  injustice  and  a  hardship.  For 
the  present  they  were  firmly  attached  to  Bome,  and  this 
attachment  is  a  proof  that  the  Boman  dominion  was  felt 
to  be  a  benefit. 

The  body  of  Boman  citizens  consisted  of  three  classes. 
First,  those  who  inhabited  Bome  itself  or  the  countrr 
tribes  and  who  constituted  the  goyeming  people ;  secondly^ 
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those  citizens  who  had  emigrated  into  Boman  (not  Latin)     CHAP. 
colonies  {cohnice  civium  Bomanorum),  who  retained  all  their  '- 

civil  rights,  but,  on  account  of  their  absence  from  Rome, 
were  unable  to  exercise  them.  Thirdly,  those  citizens 
who  possessed  only  the  private  rights  and  not  the  public 
franchise  {dvee  sine  suffrctgio)^  and  were  in  reality  subjects 
waiting  for  the  time  to  be  admitted  to  all  the  privileges 
of  Boman  citizens.^  The  towns  on  which  this  lesser  pri- 
vilege was  conferred,  and  of  which  the  chief  were  Ceere, 
Anagnia,  and  other  communities  in  the  countries  of  the 
Hemicans,  Volscians,  and  Campanians,  were  more  limited 
in  their  self-government.  The  Boman  law  was  introduced 
among  them,  and  the  jurisdiction  passed  into  the  hands  of 
a  prefect  sent  from  Bome,  whence  they  received  the  name 
of  prefectures.  The  people  of  these  towns  served  in  the 
Boman  legions,  and  shared  all  the  burdens  of  the  Boman 
citizens,  although  they  were  not  admitted  to  their  political 
rights.  Only  their  local  administration  was  left  in  their 
hands.  They  were,  therefore,  almost  in  the  same  position 
as  the  so-called  confederate  states  [civitates  foederatce)  in  the 
more  distant  parts  of  Italy ;  but  by  their  greater  proximity 
to  Bome,  by  being  included  in  the  Boman  census,  by  being 
draughted  into  the  Boman  legions,  and  by  the  use  of  the 
Roman  law,  they  were  far  more  intimately  connected  with 
Bome.  Accordingly,  although  they  were  called  Boman 
citizens,  their  position  was  less  free  and  satisfactory,  and 
it  is  no  matter  of  surprise  that  a  few  towns  in  the  country 
of  the  Hemicans,  who  had  the  option  of  being  admitted 
into  this  category  of  Boman  citizens,  preferred  to  remain 
confederate  towns.* 

The  Boman  republic  consisted  therefore  of  citizens  and  Koman  ; 
allies.  The  citizens  were  subdivided  into — 1st,  citizens  with 
the  fuU  franchise ;  2ndly,  citizens  in  the  Boman  colonies ; 
3rdly,  citizens  without  political  rights.  The  allies  were,  Ist, 
Latins,  in  some  old  Latin  towns  such  as  Freeneste  and 

1  Harqnaidt,  Rom,  Mierth.,  iii.  1,12.  '  Livy,  iz.  43. 

V  v  2 
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BOOK     Tibnr,  and  in  the  Latin  colonies ;  and,  2ndl7,  SabeUian  and 
>,     ,  '■.   Greek  towns  enjojing  municipal self-govemment, but  sub- 
ject to  furnish  troops  to  the  Boman  army,  or  ships  to  the 
Boman  fleet,  and  deprived  of  all  political  intercourse  with 
other  nations.     The  several  towns  of  Etruria  were  nomi- 
nally sovereign,  but  their  political  dependence  on  Bome  was 
such  that  we  may  look  upon  them  as  de  facto  members  of 
the  great  Boman  confederation. 
Population       Of  the  population  of  the  federal  territory  we  have  no 
of  the         means  of  speaking  with  accuracy.   Enumerations  deserving 
federal       of  Credit  existed  only  of  Bome  itself;  of  the  several  Italian 
territory,     populations  and  of  the  Greek  towns  we  know  nothing  but 
what  we  can  gather  from  occasional   statements  of  the 
strength  of  their  armies  and  the  numbers  reported  to 
have  been  slain  in  battle.    It  is  evident  that  such  state- 
ments  cannot  be  trusted.      They  are  in  general   exag- 
gerated, and  the  exaggeration  increases  with  the  more 
recent  historians.     Even  with  regard  to  the  battles  of 
Pjrrrhus  we  have  no  trustworthy  accounts  of  numbers, 
although  contemporary  writers  could  consult  the  reports 
of  King  Pyrrhus  himself.     Hieronymus,  who  wrote  at  the 
same  time,   gives  the  number  of  Bomans  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Asculum  as   6,000,   that  of  the   Epirotes  as 
3,505;  whereas  later  Boman  writers  state  that  Pyrrhus 
lost  20,000  men,  and  the  Bomans  only  6,000.    If  such  un- 
certainty prevails  in  the  accounts  of  the  war  of  Pyrrhus, 
what  can  we  expect  of  the  statements  with  regard  to  the    i 
Samnite  wars  ^    If  we  add  up  the  numbers  of  slain  Sam-    { 
nites  reported  by  Livy,  we  are  startled  by  the  result ;  for 
no  war  of  modem  times,  even  among  the  most  powerful 
nations,  ever  resulted  in  such  wholesale  slaughter.     The 
exaggeration  is   obvious.     We  cannot  believe    that  the 
mountains  of  central  Italy,  where  the  Sabines  and  their 
kindred  races,  the  Marsians,  Vestinians,  Pelignians,  and 
farther  south  where  the  Samnites  lived,  were  able  to  sup- 
port a  dense  population.     These  mountains  were  then  anti 
are  now  to  a  great  extent  tmproductive.    The  breedifli:  J 
of  cattle  was  the  chief  resource  of  the  inhabitants.     Agri- 
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coltore  was  not  practised  on  a  large  scale,  and  therefore     chap. 
there  were  no  means  for  the  subsistence  of  large  num-  > ,-.1^ 


bers.     The  climate  and  geography  of  their  country  ex- 
plain to  some  extent  the  restlessness  of  the  Sabellians, 
their  wanderings,  and  their  expeditions  for  jdunder  or 
conquest.     The  legend  of  the  sacred  spring*  has  refe- 
rence to  this  state  of  things.     No  doubt  it  often  happened 
that  numerous  bands  left  the  country  to    escape   the 
misery  of  hunger  and  to  obtain  by  plunder  the  means  of 
living  which  the  sterile  soil  refused  them  at  home.    This 
poverty  of  the  country  leads  us  to  reject  as  idle  tales  what 
is  related  of  the  gold  and  silver  ornaments  of  the  Sam- 
nites.*  The  nations  of  central  Italy  were  poor,  not  because 
they  were  virtuous   and  abstemious,  as  the  moralising 
writers  of  a  later  period  delighted  to  relate,  for  the  purpose 
of  contrasting  the  luxury  and  the  vices  of  their  contem- 
poraries: they  were  poor  because  in  their  country  the 
sources   of  national  wealth  were  wanting,  and  because, 
instead  of  cultivating  a  peaceable  and  profitable  inter- 
course with  their  neighbours,  they  lived  in  continual  ' 
hostility  with  them  and  among  themselves.     Under  such 
circumstances  the  population  cannot  have  been  dense. 

The  districts  along  the  coast,  especially  of  Campania  Strength 
and  many  parts  of  Larger  Greece,  were,  when  compared  q^I^ 
with  the  mountainous  interior,  exceedingly  fertile,  and  colonies. 
consequently  well    peopled.      They  were    covered    with 
several  large  and  a  great  number  of  small  cities.     Among 
them  Capua  was  pre-eminent  by  its  wealth  and  population. 
Of  the  extraordinary  prosperity  of  the   Greek  colonies 
wonderful  stories  were  related.     Croton  and  Sybaris  are 
said  to  have  led  armies  into  the  field  consisting  of  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  men.     Even  so  late  as  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war  with  Eome,  the  single  city  of  Tarentum 
could  dispose  of  a  force  of  20,000  foot  and  2,000  horse.* 

*  See  p.  163.  •  See  above,  p.  470. 

'  DiodoniB,  xx.  104.    According  to  Strabo  (vi.  3,  4),  the  Tarentines  had  a 
force  of  80,000  foot  and  3,000  horse. 
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BOOK  However  much  we  may  be  inclined  to  suspect  these 
_  ^^  -  accounts  of  exaggeration,  we  shall  yet  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  their  substance  on  the  whole«  Even  after  the 
numerous  devastations  and  butcheries  of  the  last  iinhappy 
years  it  is  probable  that  the  fertile  districts  of  southern 
Italy  attracted  again  and  again  a  numerous  population, 
and  more  especially  Campania,  both  on  account  of  its 
superior  fertility  and  because  it  seems  to  have  suffered  less 
than  the  more  southern  parts. 
Population  Of  the  number  of  Boman  citizens  we  can  speak  with 
Ol  Rome,  moie  Certainty,  because  the  enumerations  of  the  census  of 
this  period  have  been  authentically  preserved.  About  the 
year  b38  b.c.,  after  the  great  Latin  war,  the  number  of 
citizens  is  stated  to  have  been  165,000.  Since  then  the 
numbers  grew  rapidly,  and  amounted  towards  the  end  of 
the  Samnite  wars  to  250,000,  and  at  the  end  of  the  period 
to  280,000  or  290,000  men  capable  of  bearing  arms.  In 
those  numbers  are  included,  however,  not  only  the  Boman 
citizens  enjoying  the  full  franchise,  but  also  the  citizens 
of  the  second  class,  especially  the  Campanians.  If  we 
reckon  the  number  of  old  men,  women,  and  children  to 
have  been  five  times  that  of  the  men  in  the  vigour  of 
life,  we  find  that  the  total  number  of  firee  Bomans  was 
not  much  more  than  about  a  million  and  a  half.  Sup- 
posing that  the  slaves  amounted  to  about  half  a  million, 
and  the  foreigners  settled  in  Bome  to  a  few  thousand,  the 
total  population  of  Bome  and  her  immediate  territoiy 
was  little  more  than  two  millions.  How  many  of  these 
lived  in  the  ciiy  of  Bome  itself  we  have  no  means  of 
telling.  The  statements  of  the  enumerations  made  in 
the  time  of  the  kings  and  the  first  years  of  the  repubhc 
are  not  to  be  relied  on ;  otherwise  we  might  infer  fix)m 
them  what  the  population  of  the  town  and  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  could  have  been.  K  we  consider  the  ex- 
tent of  territory  over  which  the  population  of  about  two 
millions  was  spread,  and  which  extended  firom  the  Cimi- 
nian  hill  in  Etruria  over  the  whole  of  Latium  as  far  as 
Campania^  and  eastward  as  far  as  the  country  of  the 
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Sabines  and  Marsians, — if  we  bear  in  mind  that  at  that  CHAP, 
time  Latinm  was  covered  with  a  number  of  small  but  ,  _^ 
populous  cities,  and  that  Campania  had  probably  a  still 
denser  population,  we  shall  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  city  of  Some  itself  could  hardly  have  contained  more 
than  about  200,000  souls,  a  number  which  would  make 
Kome  the  most  populous  Italian  city  of  the  time« 
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CONDITION  OF  THE   BOMAN 'pEOPLE   BEFOBE   THE   BEGIN- 
NING   OF   THE   WABS   WITH  CABTHAGE. 
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Boman 
religion. 


Ha  VINO  followed  the  political  derelopment  of  the  Eoman 
people  to  the  time  when  the  republican  institutions 
reached  their  maturity,  and  when  the  whole  of  Italy  was 
incorporated  with  their  dominion,  we  will  now  try  to  draw 
a  sketch  of  the  condition  of  the  Boman  people,  of  their 
social  and  intellectual '  life  previous  to  the  beginning 
of  the  long  struggle  with  Carthage.  Our  information 
with  regard  to  this  side  of  the  national  life  of  the  Romans 
is  indeed  still  more  scanty  than  that  which  has  been  pre- 
served of  political  transactions.  Many  questions  must 
remain  unanswered,  but,  imperfect  as  our  sketch  will  be, 
it  will  yet  indicate  the  principal  features  and  the  general 
outlines  of  the  development  which  the  Romans  had  at- 
tained at  this  period  of  their  existence. 

The  religion  of  Rome,  as  it  appeared  in  the  regal  period, 
as  well  with  regard  to  its  external  form  as  to  its  inmost 
character,  was  the  product  of  a  development  of  many 
generations  which  preceded  the  origin  of  the  civil  com- 
munity. At  the  time  when  the  primeval  inhabitants  of 
Italy  did  not  yet  form  large  political  communities,  but 
lived  in  small  groups  formed  by  fibmilies,  houses,  or  tribes, 
more  or  less  independent  of  each  other,  every  house  had 
its  own  gods  and  its  peculiar  worship.  The  hearth  was  the 
altar,  the  father  of  the  family  the  priest.  None  but  the 
members  of  a  family  shared  in  the  worship  of  the  &milj 
deiiy,  and  none  but  they  were  objects  of  its  care  and  pro- 
tection. In  proportion,  as  families  united  and  formed 
larger  commiuiities,  there  arose  common  sanctuaries  as 
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religious  symbols  of  political  union*     The  foundation  of  a     CHAP, 
temple  of  Vesta,  and  the  lighting  of  a  sacred  fire  on  the  w—,, — !^ 


common  hearth  marked  the  commencement  of  a  new 
commonwealth.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  Eomulus  is 
represented  as  the  son  of  a  vestal  virgin.^  The  dominion 
of  the  Etruscans  introduced  the  worship  of  the  Capitoline 
Jupiter,  and  placed  it  at  the  head  of  the  Boman  state 
religion.  The  worship  of  Ceres  united  the  plebeians  into 
a  political  body.'  The  league  of  the  Bomans  with  the 
Latins  was  ratified  by  their  worshipping  in  common  Jupiter 
Latiaris  on  the  summit  of  the  Alban  mountain. 

As  the  state  was  enlarged  by  conquest,  the  number  of  the  Influence 
national  deities  increased.  The  polytheistic  religions  of  ^n^^tl 
antiquity  were  not  adverse  to  the  reception  of  strange  gods. 
The  protecting  deity  of  a  conquered  town  or  of  a  subjected 
people  was  received  into  the  circle  of  the  national  gods.' 
There  was  no  material  difference  between  the  religious 
conceptions  of  the  various  Italian  nations,  so  that  the 
religious  system  of  one  state  was  not  disturbed  by  the 
introduction  of  deities  belonging  to  another.  Though 
the  names  by  which  the  different  peoples  designated  their 
gods  varied  greatly,  yet  the  fundamental  notions  were  the 
same,  and  the  foreign  elements  easily  and  rapidly  blended 
with  the  native. 

Not  only  from  the  neighbouring  Italian  countries,  but  Importa- 
from   Greece  also  new  deities  were  imported  to  Eome.  ^^  . 
The  received  narrative  does  not  hesitate  to  assign  the  deities, 
reception  of  Greek  modes  of  worship  to  the  very  oldest 
period,  long  before  any  regular  intercourse  took  place 
between  Greeks  and  Bomans.  These  statements  originate 
in  the  desire  to  make  it  appear  that  Bome  was  a  Greek 
town,  or  at  least  partly  Greek,  a  desire  which  has  led  to 
numerous  misrepresentations.*    Hence  the  fable  that,  in 
prehistoric  times,   even  long   before  the  foundation  of 

>  See  above,  pp.  8,  66.  •  Schwegler,  Rom.  Geteh.,  ii.  278. 

'  After  the  conquest  of  Veil  the  Veientine  Juno  was  solemnly  transported  to 
Bome  and  installed  there. — ^Liyy,  t.  21. 
*  Consus,  the  native  Italian  god  of  generation,  in  whose  honour  Romulus  is 
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BOOK  Borne,  the  Greek  Herakles,  in  the  course  of  his  wanderings, 
came  to  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  and  that  an  altar  was 
erected  there  in  his  honour.  There  was  worshipped  in 
Borne  a  genuine  Sabine  deiiy  called  Semo-Sancus,  identical 
with  Jupiter.*  This  deity  was  identified  with  Herakles, 
and  the  forms  of  worship  at  his  altar  were  assimilated 
to  those  of  the  Greek  demigod. — ^In  a  similar  manner 
the  Greek  Apollo  is  said  to  have  been  known  in  Bome  in 
the  regal  period.  The  second  Tarquinius,  it  is  alleged, 
sent  an  embassy  to  Delphi  to  consult  the  oracle ;  the  same 
was  done  at  the  time  of  the  last  war  with  Yeii;  358  b.c. 
Apollo  is  said  to  have  had  a  temple  in  Bome  as  early  as  the 
year  481  B.O.,  but  this  date  is  too  early  by  eighty  years,*  and 
the  worship  of  Apollo  was  not  recognised  by  the  state  before 
the  second  Punic  war,  when  the  Apollinarian  games  were 
established. — The  Sibylline  books  of  prophecy  were  com- 
posed in  the  Greek  language  and  introduced  from  Greece. 
But  before  their  introduction  there  had  existed  in  Bome 
native  Italian  prophecies  of  a  similar  kind,  which  were 
partly  amalgamated  with  and  partly  superseded  by  those 
of  foreign  growth.  As  the  authority  of  the  Sibylline  books 
was  supposed  to  increase  with  their  reputed  age,  the 
keepers  of  them  endeavoured  to  make  it  appear  that  they 
were  brought  to  Bome  at  the  time  of  the  Tarquins.' — 
Serious  doubts  are  suggested  by  the  story  which  refers  to 
the  introduction  of  the  worship  of  Castor  and  Pollux. 
The  legend  was  that  these  genuiae  Greek  twin-gods  came 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Bomans  in  the  great  battle  of 
Begülus  (496  b.c.),  and  that  in  consequence  a  temple  was 
built  for  them  on  the  Boman  Forum.  Unfortunately  we 
have  no  evidence  to  show  when  this  temple  was  really 
erected.    Perhaps  it  was  originally  dedicated,  not  to  tiie 

said  to  have  celebrated  the  Gonsualia,  was  identified  with  the  Greek  god 
Poseidon  Hippios,  and  consequently  called  Keptunus  Equester.  See  Schwegler, 
Bom.  Creech.,  i.  472  ;  Cox,  Mythology  of  the  Aryan  Nationa,  i.  346. 

>  Schwegler,  Rim.  Geteh.,  i.  864  ff.    Preller,  Mythologie  der  Römer,  p.  640  ff. 
Härtung,  Religion  der  Römer,  ii.  21  ff.    This   deity  was  also   known  as 
Becaranus  ;  see  Cox,  Mythology,  ii.  840 ;  Br^,  Eercule  et  Cacus,  57  ei  seq, 
«  '  See  aboTO,  p.  250,  note  *.  '  See  p.  80,  note  ■• 
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Greek  heroes  Kastor  and  Polydeukfis  (Pollux),  but  to  the     chap. 
genuine  Italian  deities,  called  Lares  Prsestites,  who  had  .3^7^^ 
some  resemblance  to  the  Greek  heroes  and  were  easily 
identified  with  them.^ 

The  first  introduction  of  a  Greek  deity  which  is  histori-  The  Latin 
cally  certain  beyond  all  doubt  took  place  in  the  year  291  ^^^ 
B.c.,  towards  the  end  of  the  third  Samnite  war.  A  conta- 
gious disease  had  ravaged  Borne.  The  Sibylline  books 
were  consulted,  and  on  their  adrice  an  embassy  was  sent 
to  Epidaurus  in  Peloponnesus,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
away  the  healing  god  Asklepios.  The  sacred  serpent  from 
the  temple  of  the  god,  it  is  said,  willingly  followed  the 
ambassadors  on  to  their  ship,  and  when  this  had  sailed  into 
the  Tiber  and  was  nearing  Borne,  the  serpent  swam  to  the 
island  in  the  river,  where  a  temple  was  erected  afterwards 
to  the  god  ^sculapius.  This  solemn  reception  of  an  in- 
ferior deity  like  JSscuIapius,  resolved  by  a  formal  decree  of 
the  senate  and  carried  into  effect  with  ostentation,  con- 
trasts surprisingly  with  the  introduction  of  the  service  of 
Apollo,  which  took  place  noiselessly  and  quietly,  so  that 
the  inference  seems  justified  that  the  latter  was  effected 
by  the  gradual  assimilation  of  a  national  deity  with  the 
Greek  god  of  light. 

Simultaneously  with  the  reception  of  foreign  gods,  it  state 
appears  that  the  worship  of  several  deities,  which  had  offMdk 
been  peculiar  to  individual  families,  was  taken  up  by  the  deities. 
community  at  large.    Appius  Claudius,  the  bold  reformer, 
who  admitted  the  gi^at  mass  of  half-citizens  andfreedmen 
to  the  fall  franchise,*  caused  the  service  of  Hercules,  which 
had  been  confined  to  the  family  of  the  Potitii,  to  be  taken 
up  by  the  state.'  We  are  not  informed  if  the  same  change 
was  effected  with  regard  to  other  family  ctilts.    It  is  a 
reform  which  shows  that  the  state  as  such  asserted  more 
and  more  its  superiority  over  the  various  parts,  such  as 
families  and  houses,  which  had  combined  to  form  it,  and 

>  Schwegler,  E5m.  Gtach.,  i.  434  ff.    The  similarity  appears  reiy  clearly 
from  Dionysius,  i.  68. 
*  See  p.  431  £  '  ÜTy,  iz.  29. 
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wliicli  at  an  earlier  period  had  retained  man j  of  the  func- 
tions of  independent  sovereign  commnnities. 

Whilst  the  objects  of  the  pnblic  worship  at  Rome  were 
mnltiplied,  no  essential  change  took  place  in  the  religions 
conceptions  of  the  people  and  in  the  external  forms  of 
worship.     Beligion  and  morality  were  still  considered  to 
consist  in  the  observance  of  a  complicated  system  of 
ceremonies,  and  the  relation  of  man  to  God  was  vieived 
more  in  the  light  of  legal  than  of  moral  obligations ;  the 
gods  were  entitled  to  certain  stipulated  services,  and  man, 
in  his  torn,  dnly  discharging  these  dnties,  was  considered 
equally  entitled  to  the  consideration  and  protection  of  the 
gods.     Beligion  exercised  no  influence  whatever  on  the 
actions  of  individuals  or  of  the  state,  because  the  heart 
and  the  conscience  were  not  touched  by  it.    The  sense  of 
justice  was  blunted  by  exclusive  attention  to  mere   for- 
malities.    The  spirit  succumbed  to  the  letter.   When  war 
was  declared,  the  strict  formalities  of  the  ritual  prescribed 
by  the  fetiales  were  observed.     If  nothing  was  neglected 
in  the  mode  of  formally  announcing  hostilities,  the  war 
was  considered  just  and  the  Eoman  people  beheved  them« 
selves  entitled  to  claim  the  assistance  of  the  gods  as  a  due. 
This  scrupulous  attention  to  prescribed  forms  caused  a 
serious  diflBiculty  when  the  war  with  Pjrrrhus  broke  out 
It  was  prescribed  that  the  fetiales  should  proceed  to  the 
frontier  of  the  hostile  territory,  and,  after  repeating  the 
formal  declaration  of  war,  should  throw  a  spear  on  it.    The 
land  of  King  Pyrrhus,  however,  lay  far  distant  across  the 
sea ;  how  was  it  possible  to  comply  with  the  strict  form  of 
the  law  ?    The  mode  adopted  to  solve  the  difficulty  was 
characteristic.     A  field  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bome  was 
purchased  by  an  Epirot  and  declared  to  be  hostile  land. 
Now  the  spear  could  be  duly  thrown  on  it,  and  the  Eoman 
people  had  the  conviction  that  they  were  waging  a  just 
war. 

The  sophistry  with  which  the  conscience  of  the  Bomans 
extricated  itself  from  the  toils  of  the  ceremonial  law, 
enabled  them  to  preserve  the  old  forms  long  after  thej 
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liad  ceased  to  have  any  meaning  or  even  to  be  respected.     CHAP. 


XVIII. 


Prom  year  to  year  they  were  felt  to  be  more  troublesome 
in  proportion  as  public  and  private  life  lost  their  old 
simplicity  and  monotony.  When  religion  was  employed 
more  and  more  as  a  political  engine  for  the  purpose  of 
thwarting  progress  or  for  supporting  the  influence  of 
faction,  the  people,  in  spite  of  their  superstitious  regard 
for  old  institutions  and  forms,  began  to  pay  less  attention 
to  what  they  had  formerly  respected  as  divine  commands. 
Yet  even  then  the  old  ceremonies  were  not  abolished. 
The  auguries,  the  sacrifices,  and  formal  prayers  were  scru- 
pulously repeated,  even  when  they  had  ceased  to  command 
respect  or  to  satisfy  any  religious  cravings.  The  obstruc- 
tions  to  a  liberal  development  of  the  constitution  which 
religion  opposed  were  overcome  but  slowly  and  with 
difficulty.  As  the  sovereignty  of  the  state  passed  from  the 
assembly  of  the  patrician  curise  to  that  of  the  centuries 
which  contained  both  orders  of  citizens,  and  further  to  that 
of  the  tribes,  from  which  the  patricians  were  excluded, 
serious  religious  difficulties  had  to  be  encountered  and 
overcome ;  for  every  political  institution  was  fenced  round 
and  guarded  by  religious  sanctions,  which  it  was  sacrilege 
to  touch.  How  could  plebeians  perform  the  solemn  sacri- 
fices, take  the  auguries  and  commune  with  the  gods  in  the 
forms  which  were  the  exclusive  and  hereditary  possession 
of  the  patrician  families?  However  much  the  political 
institutions  might  require  change  and  adaptation  to  new 
circumstances,  the  gods  were  eternal  and  their  service 
could  not  suffer  any  interruption  or  modification  for 
reasons  of  political  convenience.  Yet  such  pretensions  were 
in  the  long  run  not  strong  enough  to  stem  the  tide  of 
reform.  Plebeians  were  admitted  to  the  sacred  duties ; 
they  did  take  the  auspices,  as  the  patricians  had  done,  and 
yet  the  gods  were  not  less  propitious  than  before.  The 
plebeian  assembly  of  tril)es  left  the  religious  formalities  in 
the  possession  of  the  more  ancient  and  more  dignified 
bodies;  it  was  satisfied  with  minor,  less  solemn,  and  less 
burdensome  auspicia,  but  it  nevertheless  exercised  the 
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BOOK  sovereignty  which  the  law  conferred  on  it  all  the  same. 
.,  ,  The  cumbrous  old  system  of  auspices  was  modified  to  suit 
the  wants  of  a  less  scrupulous  age.  The  signs  given  by 
the  wild  birds  of  the  air  were  supplemented  by  those  of 
the  domesticated  fowl,  which,  by  its  greater  or  less  eager- 
ness in  swallowing  food,  indicated  the  amount  of  approval 
vouchsafed  by  the  gods  to  any  undertaking.  Nothing 
could  be  more  convenient  than  a  prophetic  animal  kept  in 
a  cage  and  indicating  by  its  appetite  the  will  of  the  gods. 
No  wonder  that  religious  formalities  of  this  kind  soon 
became  contemptible.  Perhaps  no  other  nation,  in  ancient 
or  in  modem  times,  would,  under  similar  circumstances, 
have  patiently  continued  practices  so  derogatory  and 
injurious  to  the  essence  of  religion. 
Growth  of  But  the  innovations  in  the  ceremonial  observances  and 
tk)^"^^  the  increasing  doubts  as  to  their  efficacy,  did  little  to  shake 
the  deep-rooted  faith  and  superstition  of  the  Boman  people. 
The  first  traces  of  scepticism  and  irreligion,  directed  to  a 
denial  of  a  divine  government  of  the  world,  occur  in  the 
succeeding  period,  and  were  caused  by  the  contact  with 
the  literature  and  philosophy  of  Greeoe.  Simultaneously 
with  the  Greek  freethinkers  and  atheists,  a  host  of  Greek 
and  Oriental  magicians,  conjurors,  prophets,  and  religious 
jugglers  of  all  sorts  made  their  entry  into  Rome.  The 
capital  of  the  ancient  world  became  a  Pandemonium  for 
all  the  unclean  spirits,  cast  out  from  their  old  abodes  by 
the  master  spirit  of  all,  the  spirit  of  lucre,  which  drove 
them  to  a  promising  locality.  Loud  complaints  arose 
from  the  defenders  of  the  old  national  religion.  The 
spirit  of  intolerance  awoke.  The  sanction  of  the  state  was 
obtained  to  purify  Bome  from  the  foreign  intruders.  But 
the  religion  of  Eome  was  not  so  well  organized  for  self- 
defence  as  the  state.  It  lacked  unity  of  system,  pre- 
cision of  doctrine,  and  administrative  organisation.  It 
could  not  act  like  a  Church  militant,  and  all  its  efforts  were 
fruitless.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  this  was  an  evil. 
If  foreign  religions  found  admittance  into  Bome,  it  was 
because  they  satisfied  a  religious  craving  of  the  people 
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which  the  native  religion  neglected.    The  complaints  of    CHAP, 
ancient  and  even  of  modem  writers  that  the  virtues  of  the  >,    ,   .1^ 


Boman  people  suffered  from  these  foreign  inflnences  seem 
groundless.  Oar  knowledge  suffices  to  show  that  the 
earlier  period  was  the  good  old  time  only  in  the  imagina- 
tion or  in  the  meaningless  phrases  of  sentimental  moralists. 

Agriculture  and  pasturage  continued  to  be  the  prin-  Roman 
cipal  occupation  of  the  people,  and  thej  were  carried  on,  ^^ 
as  of  old,  by  free  peasants  on  farms  of  moderate  extent. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  Samnite  wars,  when  thousands  of 
prisoners  of  war  had  swelled  the  number  of  slaves, 
farming  on  a  larger  scale  seems  to  have  been  attempted. 
Extensive  landed  estates  were  formed  bj  the  wealthy 
nobility  and  swallowed  up  the  smaller  holdings  of  the 
peasantry.  Slowly  but  surely  this  social  and  economical 
revolution  was  consummated.  It  was  possible  only  by  a 
violation  of  the  Licinian  laws,"  which  had  restricted  the 
amount  of  public  land  that  an  individual  was  aUowed  to 
occupy.  The  guardians  of  the  law  frequently  inforced 
fines,'  and  endeavoured  to  curb  the  greediness  of  the  rich 
and  the  powerful.  The  time  was  not  yet  come  when  the 
public  good  was  borne  down  by  the  interests  of  private 
men,  when  the  Licinian  law  became  obsolete  and  forgot« 
ten,  and  when  the  free  peasantry  was  swept  away  from  the 
soil  and  slaves  cultivated  the  vast  estates  of  the  wealthy. 
If  tlie  law  had  continued  to  be  inforced,  as  it  was  before 
the  Punic  wars,  the  Gracchi  would  not  have  found  a  state 
of  social  disorder  that  was  beyond  all  cure.  The  anecdotes 
of  the  poverty  of  Pabricius '  and  Curius  *  seem  to  show 
that  wealth  was  not  absolutely  necessary,  even  as  late  as 
the  war  with  Pyrrhus,  for  a  man  to  obtain  the  highest 
honours  of  the  state.    The  story  of  Cornelius  Eufinus,* 

1  SMp.  326ff. 

'  Xiry,  z.  13 :  '  Eo  anno  pleriaqne  dies  dicta  ab  SBdilibnSi  qni  plus  quam  lege 
finitnm  erat,  agri  possiderunt.'    Livy,  x.  23,  47. 

"  Valer.  Max.  ir.  3,  7 ;  iv.  4,  10.  Cicero,  Tuscul.,  iii.  23, 66;  De  heg.Agt^y  ii. 
24,  64. 

*  Plutardi,  Cato,  2.  Cicero,  Dt  Sep.,  iii.  28,  40;  Cato,  16,  66;  Paradox, 
i.  2,  12 ;  T.  2,  88 ;  ▼!.  2,  48.    Valer.  Max.,  iv.  8,  6, 

»  ÜTy,  epit.  14. 
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who  was  expelled  from  the  senate  for  having  in  his  house 
sUver  plate  to  the  extent  of  ten  ponnds,  would  prove,  if 
tnie,  that  in  the  same  period  the  ancestral  simplicity  of 
manners  was  still  maintained.  But  the  ostentation  with 
which  these  stories  are  repeated  shows  that  even  then  a 
change  was  taking  place,  and  that  men  like  Fabricius 
and  Curias  were  not  the  rule  but  the  exception. 

When  Bome  grew  to  be  the  capital  and  centre  of  a  large 
empire,  it  was  necessary  that  the  character  of  the  town 
population  should  undergo  a  change.  Industry  and  trade 
supplanted  agricultural  pursuits.  The  soil  of  the  town 
was  too  valuable  for  growing  com,  wine,  fruit,  or  grass. 
Workshops  and  sale-rooms  superseded  stables  and  gra- 
naries. The  houses  of  the  nobility  assumed  larger  dimen- 
sions. Foreigners  and  freedmen  carried  on  a  lucrative 
trade,  which  the  genuine  Bomans  were  too  proud  or  too 
dull  to  engage  in.  What  they  thought  of  such  occupations, 
we  learn  from  Cicero,*  who  looks  upon  the  usefrd  crafts 
as  a  mild  sort  of  slavery,  upon  retail  trade  as  a  continued 
practice  of  puffing  and  cheating,  and  barely  admits  that 
the  wholesale  merchant  is  not  utterly  contemptible,  but 
may  even  deserve  commendation  if,  satisfied  with  his 
profits,  he  gives  up  his  business  to  retire  into  the  country, 
and  to  live  at  last  as  a  gentleman.  We  may  be  sure  that 
such  views  of  industrial  and  commercial  pursuits  were  not 
peculiar  to  conceited  philosophers  or  self-complacent  aris- 
tocrats like  Cicero,  but  that  they  expressed  a  national  pre- 
judice and  prevailed  even  more  generally  before  the  Punic 
wars  than  at  a  later  period. 

The  external  appearance  of  the  city  of  Bome  was  in 
keeping  with  the  economical  and  social  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  at  a  time  before  the  wealth  of  conquered 
provinces  had  flowed  thither,  and  before  the  nobles  had 
begun  to  vie  with  each  other  in  displaying  the  spoils  of 
their  rapacity.  Whilst  the  private  dwellings  were  mean, 
the  buildings  erectM   at  the  public  cost  were  worthy  of 

>  Cicero,  Offic^  i.  42.    The  yiews  of  Cicero  are  held  by  many  in  "Rnglffth^ 
but  hardly  confessed  by  any  one. 
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the  greatness  of  Bome«  Numerous  temples  adorned  all  chap. 
parts  of  the  town.  In  the  short  space  of  twelve  years,  ^^^^^- 
from  302  to  290  b.c.,  not  less  than  eight  new  ones  are  said 
to  have  been  vowed  or  built.*  Some  of  these  no  doubt 
were  insignificant.*  None  could  compare  with  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  temple  of  Jupiter  on  the  Capitol ;  but  it 
appears  that  a  large  portion  of  the  booty  made  in  the 
wars  with  the  Samnites  and  with  Pyrrhus  was  devoted  to 
the  adornment  of  the  town.  The  first  great  pictorial 
decorations  were  executed  at  this  time.^  It  was  a  Eoman 
from  one  of  the  noblest  families  who  devoted  himself  to 
the  art  of  painting.  C.  Fabius,  sumamed  Pictor,  showed 
his  fellow-citizens,  and  especially  the  men  of  the  noble 
houses,  a  new  way  of  distinguishing  themselves  and  of 
benefiting  their  country.  He  proved  that  it  was  not  un- 
worthy of  a  noble  Eoman  to  cultivate  the  arts.*  The 
Fabian  house  produced  afterwards  also  the  first  historian 
of  Some.  But  these  attempts  to  cultivate  the  arts  and 
literature  had  but  little  effect.  The  genuine  Eomans 
looked  upon  such  pursuits  as  interfering  with  the  first  and 
all-engrossing  duty  of  a  citizen  and  a  soldier ;  for  a  long 
time  they  frowned  upon  the  polite  arts  of  the  Greeks,  and 
even  after  this  prejudice  was  overcome,  it  was  an  excep- 
tion when  at  true  Boman  devoted  himself  to  them« 

From  the  Crallic  conflagration  Eome  gradually  rose  to 

•  The  first  of  the  temple»  was  according  to  IAtj  (x.  19)  that  of  Bellona, 
dedicated  in  296  Bjc.  by  Appius  OlaudioB  and  ornamented  with  the  escutcheons 
of  his  &mily.  Pliny  {HUt.  Nat.,  zxxv.  2,  3),  on  the  contrary,  states  that  this 
temple  was  erected  by  Appins  Claudios,  consul  of  495  b.c.,  two  hundred  years 
earlier.  This  is  a  good  example,  to  show  the  value  of  the  chronological  state- 
ments of  Pliny  which  refer  to  the  age  of  works  of  art  or  edifices.  But  what 
can  we  expect  from  a  writer  who  seriously  tells  us  that  statues  were  preserved 
from  the  time  of  Evander,  Le.f  the  time  of  Hercules  {Sut.  Nat,,  xxxiv.  7,  16)? 

'  Every  space  consecrated  by  the  augurs,  though  not  even  enclosed  by  walls, 
was  called  te»ip/tt«».— Gellius,  xiv.  7,  7.  Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch.,  ii.  065, 
Aum.  3. 

'  We  cannot  fix  the  time  when  the  Gbreek  artists  Damophilos  and  Gorgasos 
executed  painted  clay  figures  for  the  temple  of  Ceres. — Schwegler,  Bom.  Gesch., 
i.  382,  Anm.  2. 

*  His  pictures  in  the  temple  of  Salus  on  the  Capitol  were  admired  even  at  a 
late  period. 

VOL.  I.  0  0 
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greater  splendour.  The'bnge  substmctions  of  the  Capitol 
dated  from  this  period.  By  degrees  the  Forum  assumed  a 
more  imposing  appearance.  In  the  place  of  the  butchers' 
shops  beautiful  porticoes  were  erected,  where  sflversmiths 
and  bankers  carried  on  their  business;  on  festive  occa- 
sions the  columns  were  ornamented  with  captured  arms.' 
The  platform  for  the  public  orators  was  decorated  with  the 
beaks  of  the  ships  taken  at  Antium  (338  b.c.).'  Yarious 
works  of  art  and  statues  were  erected  all  around.  The 
statue  of  the  famous  augur  Attus  Navius,  who  opposed 
the  reform  of  Tarquinius  Priscus,'  was  among  the  number. 
Ignorance  and  credulity  ascribed  the  erection  to  the  regal 
period.  There  were  also  the  statues  of  Horatius  Codes, 
of  Cloelia,  of  the  four  ambassadors  murdered  in  Fidense 
(438  B.C.),*  of  Hermodoros  of  Ephesus,  who  is  said  to 
have  assisted  the  decemvirs  in  the  drawing  up  of  their 
laws.  All  these,  and  moreover  the  statues  of  the  kings 
of  Bome,  of  T.  Tatius  and  Junius  ßrutus,  were  most 
probably  set  up  about  this  time.  In  296  b.c.  the  sediles 
Quintus  and  Cneius  Ogulnius  placed  under  the  Bomu- 
lean  fig-tree^  a  bronze  figure  of  the  suckling  she-wolf, 
of  which  a  copy,  perhaps  the  original,  has  been  preserved 
to  our  own  day. 

Most  of  the  works  of  art  which  were  then  put  up  in 
Rome  were  probably  not  of  Boman  origin.  They  were 
either  bought  in  Etruria,  like  the  four-horse  chariot  of 

*  Family  prid«  prompted  the  Roman  nobles  to  erect  at  their  own  expense 
public  monuments  in  honour  of  their  ancestors,  without  anj  authorisation  from 
the  state.  This  custom  became  so  prevalent,  in  course  of  time,  that  the  temples 
and  public  places  were  crowded  with  such  statues,  and  that,  168  b.c.,  a  whol^ale 
clearance,  by  order  of  the  censors,  was  absolutely  required  (Pliny,  Hui.  Sai^ 
xxxiT.  6,  14).  One  of  the  oldest  of  these  monuments  was  reputed  to  be  the 
equestrian  statue  of  Q.  Marcius  Tremulus,  who,  as  consul  of  the  year  306  b.c., 
was  said  to  hare  defeated  the  Samnites  and  to  have  triumphed  oyer  the  Hemi- 
cans  (Pliuy,  Hist.  Nat,,  zxziv.  6,  11.  Fast.  CapiL).  But  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  was  erected  much  later,  for  in  the  period  of  the  Samnite  wars  no 
Roman  artists  were  able  to  cast  equestrian  statues. 

*  Livy,  viii.  14:  'Rostris  earum  narium  suggestum  in  fbro  exstractum 
adomari  placuit'  Liry  seems  to  imply  that  a  new  platform  was  conatracted 
at  that  time. 

*  See  above,  p.  52.  *  See  above,  p.  237.  *  See  above»  p.  16. 
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clay  which  decorated  the  summit  of  the  Capitoline  temple  ^^f  J^< 
of  Jupiter,  or  they  were  spoils  from  Etruscan  and  Greek 
towns,  and  were  falsely  given  out  for  Eoman  works. 
[Nothing  was  easier  than  to  give  such  statues  Boman 
names.  Almost  any  Greek  male  statue  might  pass  for 
Ilomulus.^  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  practice  of 
carrying  away  works  of  art  from  conquered  towns  was 
practised  long  before  Tarentum,  Syracuse,  and  Corinth  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Bomans.^  Apart  from  the  inborn 
rapacity  of  the  Romans,  there  was  an  inducement  for  such 
robbery  in  the  national  religion.  It  was  customary  to 
convey  solemnly  to  Borne  the  principal  deity  of  a  conquered 
towu,  and  to  give  it  a  place  in  the  Boman  worship.  Thus 
the  Veientine  Juno  was  transferred  to  Bome.  What  was 
more  natural  than  that  other  works  of  art  should  share 
the  same  fate?  As  soon  as  Bome  was  mistress  of  the 
Campanian  towns,  rich  spoils  of  this  kind  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  conquerors,  both  there  and  in  the  several 
Greek  colonies  of  southern  Italy.* 

'  It  argued,  however,  great  ignorance,  that  nude  statues  should  be  taken 
to  be  portraits  of  Romulus  and  Tatius.  These  were  certainly  G-reek  works 
of  art.    See  Ampire,  HUtoire  romaine  ä  Rome,  iv.  4. 

'  When  Volsinii  was  taken  (see  p.  479  f.)  the  Romans  are  said  to  have  carried 
away  two  thousand  statues. — Pliny,  Hist.  Nat.^  zzxiv.  7,  16. 

*  As  early  as  the  year  293  b.c.  the  consul  Spurius  Carvilius  is  reported 
(Pliny,  Hist  Nat.,  xxxiv.  7.  18)  to  have  caused  a  bronze  colossus  of  Jupiter  to 
be  cast  out  of  arms  taken  from  the  Samnites  and  to  be  placed  on  the  Capitol. 
As  Pliny  is  the  only  witness  for  this  very  dubious  stoiy,  we  are  justified  in 
questioning  its  truth.  If  Sp.  Carvilius  did  erect  a  colossal  statue  of  Jupiter,  it 
was  not  cast  in  Rome,  but  carried  away  from  Tarentum,  The  two  consuls  of 
293  B.c.,  Papirius  and  Carvilius,  were  consuls  again  in  272  b.c.,  the  year  of  the 
capture  of  Tarentum.  It  is  quite  customary  with  the  old  family  chroniclers  to 
refer  events  of  a  later  period  to  an  earlier  year  in  which  they  discovered  in  the 
Fasti  the  name  of  the  family.  Now  there  were  in  Tarentum  several  colossal 
statues,  among  which  one  of  Jupiter  and  one  of  Hercules,  the  work  of  Lysippus, 
»re  especially  mentioned  (Strabo,  vi.  3.  Pliny,  Hist.  Nat.,  zxziv.  7,  18).  The 
latter  of  these  two  was  in  the  second  Punic  war  sent  to  Rome  by  Fabius 
Maximus  and  placed  on  tlie  Capitol.  The  great  colossus  of  Jupiter  defied  the 
ingenuity  of  the  Roman  engineers,  who  could  not  move  it,  and  were  therefore 
compelled  to  leave  it  in  its  place.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  there  was  in  Taren- 
tum a  smaller  colossus  of  Jupiter,  and  that  Carvilius  had  this  conveyed  to 
Borne.  The  sun-dial  which  Papirius  Cursor  is  said  to  have  put  up  in  Rome  in 
293  b.c.  (Pliny,  Hut.  Nat.,  vii.  60)  seems  likewise  to  have  been  taken  from 
Tarentum  in  272  b.c.,  and  by  a  similar  error  to  have. been  assigned  to  th6  first 

00  2 
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BOOK         Care  was  now  taken  not  only  to  adorn  Borne  with  works 
III 
^ — r^ — ^  of  art,  bnt  also  to  make  improyements  for  the  convenience, 

health,  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants.  The  grandest 
pablic  work  of  this  class  was  the  great  sewer,  which  is 
stated  to  have  been  constructed  in  the  Etmscan  period 
nnder  Tarqninios  Priscus.  It  drained  the  lower  part« 
of  the  town  between  the  hills,  and  made  it  habitable. 
Before  the  Gallic  conflagration,  the  streets  are  said  to 
have  been  regularly  laid  out  with  regard  to  the  direc- 
tion of  this  sewer;  but  when  the  town  was  hastily  re- 
built, no  attention  was  paid  to  the  old  line  of  streets,  and 
accordingly  Bome  consisted  of  a  maze  of  narrow,  crooked, 
and  irregular  streets.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  original  regularity  of  the  Boman  streets  is  a 
mere  conjecture,  for  how  could  the  knowledge  of  it  have 
been  preserved  ?  Bome  was,  most  probably,  from  the  very 
beginning,  like  all  other  towns  which  rise  spontaneously, 
built  irregularly  and  inconveniently ;  and  the  Gallic  con- 
flagration, whatever  alterations  it  may  have  caused,  did 
not  cause  a  change  in  this  respect.  The  streets  were  too 
narrow  for  the  constantly  increasing  traffic.  They  were 
not  originally  planned  for  carriages  any  more  than  the 
lanes  of  our  mediseval  towns.  It  was  for  this  reason,  and 
not  only  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  luxurious  habits, 
that  the  privilege  of  driving  in  carriages  was  confined  to 
the  vestal  virgins  and  to  the  Boman  matrons.  Gradually 
the  sBdiles  began  to  pave  a  few  streets  from  the  proceeds 
of  fines  inflicted  for  the  violation  of  the  Licinian  land 
laws.  Appius  Claudius  constructed  the  first  aqueduct,  and 
after  the  termination  of  the  war  with  Fyrrhus,  Manius 

instead  of  the  second  consulship  of  Papirins.    That  the  Romans  were  not  able 
to  construct  a  sun-dial  (for  which  they  had  no  natire  name,  but  used  the  6re<*k    I 
word  haroloffium)  follows  from  Pliny  {he.  cii.),  who  says  that  in  the  first  Ponic    | 
war  Valerius  Messala  brought  one  from  Catania  in  Sicily  to  Bome,  wiiich.    | 
though  it  was  of  course  incorrect  under  the  meridian  of  Rome,  was  ofiBdally 
nsed  by  the  community  for  ninety-nine  years,  until  Q.  Marcins  Philippos,  in 
164  B.c.,  put  up  a  correct  one.    It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  129  yea» 
before  this  time  no  Roman  could  have  constructed  a  sun-dial,  and  that  if 
Papirins  put  one  up,  he  must  haTS  taken  it  from  a  Greek  town ;  moat  probably, 
therefore,  from  Tarentum.  , 
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Ourins  began  to  build  a  second  with  the  spoils  taken  in     CHAP, 
that  war,  273  b.o.  ^^^"^•- 


While  Borne,  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  Growth  of 
Iloman  dominion,  became  more  and  more  the  seat  of  thesove- 
industrj,  trade,  and  art,  while  increasing  wealth  banished  power  of 
the  old  simplicity  and  rustic  contentment,  and  changed  ^«»^^e- 
the  external  appearance  of  the  city,  a  greater  freedom 
showed  itself  in  the  observance  of  the  old  customs  and  in 
the  rules  of  social  and  family  life.  The  active  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  the  enlarged  knowledge,  the  new 
problems  and  experiences  produced  by  the  novel  situation 
of  the  republic,  had  the  effect  of  making  it  impossible  to 
preserve  the  narrow,  obstructive,  and  troublesome  rules, 
which  in  a  rude  age  had  seemed  necessary  to  preserve  the 
family  and  society  at  large  £rom  anarchy.  The  strict  laws 
of  the  paternal  authority  (the  patria  potestae)  were  re- 
laxed ;  the  ties  which  bound  together  the  members  of  a 
house  (gens)  and  of  a  family  (familia)^  to  make  of  them  a 
small  political  community  within  the  state,  were  loosened. 
The  solemn  form  of  marriage  by  *  confarreatio,'  connected 
with  auspicia  and  sacrifices,  which  had  been  originally 
peculiar  to  the  patricians,  was  more  and  more  superseded 
even  in  patrician  houses  by  a  kind  of  civil  marriage.^ 
At  the  same  time  the  freedom  of  disposing  by  will, 
which  had  formerly  been  subject  to  the  consent  of  the 
members  of  the  house,  or  of  the  curiae,  was  enlarged. 
In  every  way  the  barriers  were  broken  down  which  in 
former  times  had  confined  the  individual  within  the  limits 
of  his  family,  had  hampered  his  freedom  of  action,  and 
had  placed  an  intermediate  authority  between  him  and 
the  state.  In  the  natural  course  of  development,  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  state  superseded  or  absorbed  the 
remnants  of  those  institutions  which  had  preceded  the 
formation  of  the  political  union.  The  ancient  tribes 
of  Bamnes,  Titles,  and  Luceres  became  things  of  the 
past  and  were  surrendered  to  oblivion ;  the  members  of 
the  different  houses  ceased  to  act  for  common  political  or 

1  By  '  coemptio,'  i.e,.  fictitioas  purchase,  and  by  '  usus/  t.^.  prescription. 
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BOOK     social  purposes ;   religious  ceremonies  alone  preserred  a 
.-    ,  '.,.  faint  memory  of  what  had  once  been  a  vigorous  insti- 
tution. 
Alleged  It  is  the  usual   complaint  of  shallow  moralists  that 

luxury.  with  the  old  austerity  and  more  rigid  discipline,  with  the 
original  poverty  and  limited  enjoyments,  nations  lose  their 
purity  of  morals,  while  they  acquire  wealth,  culture,  and 
refinement.  Such  a  view  as  this  prompted  the  absurd  and 
useless  sumptuary  laws,  of  which  Bome  at  a  very  eariv 
period  had  a  great  number.  The  Romans  with  their 
narrow  views  of  life,  their  rustic  parsimony,  and  their 
military  liking  for  coercive  measures,  delighted  in  med- 
dling in  the  affairs  of  private  life,  in  prescribing' how 
many  flute-players  should  be  allowed  at  a  funeral,  how 
much  silver  plate  people  should  have  in  their  houses, 
what  ornaments  they  might  exhibit  in  their  dress.  Even 
in  the  Twelve  Tables  there  are  traces  of  very  minute 
regulations  of  this  kind ;  and  in  spite  of  all  the  teaching 
of  experience  and  all  the  evidence  of  the  uselessness 
of  such  restrictions,  the  Eomans  continued  to  hope  that 
such  scarecrows  would  keep  off  immorality,  and  to  think 
that  virtue  was  safe  if  wealth  was  prevented  from  sup- 
plying its  owners  with  the  means  of  gratifying  their 
tastes  and  vanities.  History  has  taught  us  that  rude 
and  barbarous  tribes  are  not  more  virtuous  than  nations 
advanced  in  civilisation,  but  that  their  vices  are  more 
coarse,  fierce,  and  unblushing,  because  they  are  not  con- 
trolled and  reprobated  by  higher  knowledge,  delicacy  of 
feeling,  and  the  restraints  of  public  opinion  and  refined 
culture.  The  Bomans,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  were  even  in 
the  most  ancient  times  hard-hearted,  cruel,  selfish,  ra- 
pacious, and  unscrupulous  in  taking  advantage  of  the 
weakness  of  others  for  their  own  profit.  It  is  not  likelv 
that  increasing  refinement,  culture,  and  wealth  made  them 
worse  in  any  respect.  At  any  rate,  in  the  period  of  which 
we  speak,  the  change  in  the  mode  of  living  was  not  yet 
very  great.  What  we  hear  of  the  extravagance  which 
was  then  considered  a  sign  of  degeneracy  is  rather  a  proof 
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of  simplicity  and  contentment.  The  consul  Comelins  CHAP. 
Rufinus  was  excluded  from  the  senate  by  the  censor  C.  ^  ,  :^ 
Fabricius  for  having  a  few  pounds  of  silver  plate  in  his 
house.  We  should  have  a  higher  opinion  of  the  censorial 
office  if  we  could  think  that  Eufinus  was  deemed  unworthy 
of  the  rank  of  senator  on  account  of  his  covetousness  and 
rapacity,  for  which  he  was  notorious.^ — ^A  curious  illustra- 
tion of  the  state  of  Roman  society  and  manners  is  given 
by  the  story  of  an  act  of  wholesale  poisoning  with  which 
at  the  time  of  the  great  Latin  war  a  number  of  matrons 
were  charged.*  In  the  year  381  b.c.  several  of  the  first 
men  of  the  republic  died  of  a  malignant  disease.  On  the 
evidence  of  a  female  slave,  some  noble  matrons  were  charged 
with  having  poisoned  them,  and  were  compelled,  in  proof 
of  their  innocence,  to  drink  the  poison  which  they  said 
that  they  had  prepared  as  wholesome  medicines.  When 
they  died  in  consequence,  a  general  suspicion  was  en« 
gendered,  and  at  last  about  170  Roman  matrons  were 
convicted  of  poisoning  and  suffered  death.  Such  an 
aberration  of  mind  seemed  like  a  disturbance  of  the 
laws  of  nature,  and  a  dictator  was  appointed  to  drive 
a  nail  into  the  wall  of  the  temple  of  the  Capitoline 
Jupiter,  a  ceremony  by  which,  as  on  former  occasions, 
the  anger  of  the  gods  was  appeased  and  general  con- 
fidence restored  among  the  people.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, from  Livy's  narrative,  that,  even  among  the  super- 
stitious Roman  annalists,  there  were  some  who  attri- 
buted the  numerous  deaths  of  the  year  331  b.c.  to  natural 
causes.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  upholding  this  sensible 
and  humane  judgment.  It  is  but  too  well  known  by 
frequent  experience  that  by  great  calamities,  by  unex- 
plained and  noxious  natural  phenomena,  not  only  in- 
dividuals, but  whole  populations,  are  demented  with  fear, 
and  frantically  rush  into  the  wildest  excesses  of  cruelty  to 
save  themselves.  Even  in  the  present  age  we  have  heard 
madmen  shriek  that  the  wells  or  even  the  medicines  were 

1  Cicero,  De  Orat,  ii.  66,  268.     Quinctilian»  xiL  1,  43.    GelliuB,  iv.  8. 
«  Livy,  viii.  18. 
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BOOK  poisoned  with  which  benevolence  attempted  to  rescue 
N,  , ' — .  them  from  the  grip  of  death/  Fear,  ignorance,  and 
superstition  have  at  all  times  generated  cruelty,  and 
nothing  but  these  failings  of  the  human  mind  invented 
the  crime  of  poisoning  in  Bome  and  caused  so  many 
victims  to  suffer  innocently  an  ignominious  death.* 
Koman  During  the  Samnite  wars  the  great  mass  of  the  Roman 

h  Jlydays  People  retained  the  old  simplicity  of  life  in  their  dress,  their 
nndre-  dwellings,  their  food  and  drink.  Their  recreations  and 
bhow^  rejoicings,  the  popular  festivals  and  domestic  pleasures, 
were  essentially  the  same  as  before.  The  number  of  festive 
days  appears  to  have  been  very  great  even  in  ancient 
times.  The  Eomans  were  always  fond  of  holydays  and 
religious  shows.  They  never  tired  of  public  processions- 
Hence  the  popularity  of  the  triumphal  entries  of  the  vic- 
torious generals,  and  the  pomp  and  magnificence  which 
were  displayed  on  such  occasions.  The  triumphal  procession 
and  the  triumphal  arch  are  genuine  and  characteristic 
productions,  and  owe  their  origin  to  the  warlike  spirit 
and  the  national  and  family  pride  of  the  Eomans.  No 
people  but  the  Boman  had  triumphal  fasti.  The  highest 
aspiration  of  the  most  ambitious  citizen  was  to  enter 
Bome  at  the  head  of  a  victorious  army,  exhibiting  rich 
spoils  and  captured  enemies;  to  pass  along  the  Sacred 
Way  and  the  Forum  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the 
people  dressed  in  their  holyday  attire;  to  ascend  the  Capitol, 
and  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  to  render  thanks,  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  for  thei  victory  which  the  god  had  vouch- 
safed to  them.  Such  days  were  the  most  glorious  festivals 
of  a  warlike  people,  and  they  would  have  been  days  of 
honour  if,  by  the  native  cruelty  and  inhumanity  of  the 
Bomans,  they  had  not  too  often  become  the  day  of  death 
for  defeated  enemies.  Whilst  the  triumphant  consular 
general  ascended  the  steps  to  the  Capitol,  the  captive 
leader  of  the  enemy  was  led  into  the  dismal  dungeon  to 

>  The  most  horrid  excessee  of  madness  and  cruelty  occurred  in  Italy  and 
Sicily  during  the  ravages  of  cholera  in  1867. 

'  Eren  as  late  as  180  b.c.  the  charge  of  wholesale  poisoning  is  repeated 
during  the  ravages  of  pestilence. — ^Livy,  zL  37. 
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die.    If'  it  be  true,  as  Eoman  annalistB  have  related,  that     chap. 

xvin 
the  noble  Samnite,  C.  Pontius,  twenty-seven  years  after    ^   ^   1^ 


he  had  spared  the  Eoman  legions  at  Caudium,  trusting  in 
Roman  honour  and  justice,  was  led  captive  through  the 
streets  of  Rome  by  Q.  Fabius  Gurges,  and  then  put  to 
death,  this  fact  alone  is  enough  to  make  us  avert  our  eyes 
with  loathing  and  horror  from  the  most  glorious  of 
Roman  triumphs.^ 

The  triumphal  processions  were  the  first  public  re-  The  great 
joicings  of  the  warlike  people  of  Rome,  but  at  a  very  early  ^^^ 
period — according  to  the  legendary  history,  in  the  reign  of 
the  elder  Tarquin — the  so-called  Great  or  Roman  games 
(Ludi  magniy  Ludi  Romani)  were  established,  and  several 
others  in  course  of  time.  These  games  consisted  at  first 
of  chariot  races  and  boxing,  and  were  celebrated  in  the 
great  race-course  {Circus  maximus),  between  the  Aventine 
and  the  Palatine.  For  a  long  time  the  Romans  were 
contented  with  these  innocent  and  bloodless  exhibi- 
tions. But,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Punic  wars,  the 
hideous  gladiatorial  combats  were  introduced,  which 
tended  to  brutalise  the  feelings  and  to  deteriorate  and 
blunt  the  taste  for  the  enjoyments  of  genuine  art. 

The  first  theatrical  performances  took  place  in  the  year  The 
364  B.C.,  when,  according  to  Livy's  account,  a  great  pesti-  ^^^ 
lence  desolated  Rome.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  averting 
the  divine  displeasure  that  the  first  artistic  dances  were 
introduced  from  Etruria.  They  were  executed  by  Etrus- 
can players,  with  an  accompaniment  of  the  flute,  and  were 
at  first  nothing  but  graceful  rhythmical  movements  with- 
out song  or  dialogue,  or  any  adaptation  for  mimic  represen- 
tation of  a  plot.*    H  the  account  is  correct,  the  first  scenic 

*  It  is  more  likely  that  the  captivity  and  death  of  Pontius  are  a  mere  boast 
of  the  Fabian  chroniclers.  Twenty-eight  years  had  passed  since  the  battle  of 
Caudium.  During  the  whole  of  this  period  we  never  once  hear  of  C.  Pontius. 
It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  after  such  a  long  interval  he  was  again  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  Samnite  forces.  We  must,  therefore,  acquit  the  Romans  of 
that  act  of  barbarity  with  which  they  gratuitously  charge  themselves. 

'  Livy,  vii.  2 :  '  Sine  carmine  ullo,  sine  imitandorum  CArminum  actu,  ludiones 
ex  Etruria  acciti  ad  tibicinis  modos  saltantes  hand  indecoros  motus  more  Tusco 
dabant.' 
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BOOK  performance  wanted  the  rery  germ  of  dramatic  art,  wlucli 
> .,  ,  -  ^  consists  in  action  expressed  by  words  or  songs,  connected 
with  expressive  gestures.  It  is  not  possible  to  understand 
how  the  drama  could  be  developed  from  such  a  beginning. 
We  are  therefore  compelled  to  question  the  correctness  of 
Livy's  opinion,  especially  as  we  find  that  the  elements  of 
the  drama  were  imported  from  elsewhere.  The  Greek 
tragedy  and  comedy  were  simply  imitated  by  the  Romans. 
The  native  Italian  drama  grew  out  of  the  oldest  popular 
amusements,  which  had  not,  like  the  Dionysian  festivals 
of  the  Greeks,  an  essentially  religious  character,  but  were 
of  a  social  and  economical  nature,  connected  with  the 
harvest,  the  vintage,  the  marriage  feast.  On  such  occasions 
the  popular  Italian  poetry  took  the  form  of  improvised 
mockery  and  jocular  lines — the  so-called  Fescennine  verses 
— and  of  harmless  effusions,  and  sarcastic  remarks  on 
persons  and  things,  called  satires.  All  this  poetry  had 
reference  to  the  actual  life  and  present  experience  of  the 
people,  to  matters  with  which  they  were  familiar ;  and  it 
differed  therefore  fundamentally  from  the  choral  poetry  of 
the  Greeks,  which  emanated  from  the  religious  ideas  and  the 
mythological  conceptions  of  the  past.  The  Italian  games 
were  therefore  genuine  carnival  amusements  or  farces: 
they  had  neither  dignity  nor  sobriety,  neither  depth  of 
thought  nor  elevation  of  feeling.  In  various  parts  of 
Latium  and  Campania  there  arose  different  forms  of  such 
plays,  containing  both  dialogue  and  action.  All  of  them 
had  this  in  common,  that  they  were  acted  not  by  trained 
and  paid  artists,  but  by  amateur  players.  They  were  all 
improvised,  and  could  not,  therefore,  claim  to  be  literary 
productions.  The  Fescennine  verses  and  the  satires  had 
no  direct  influence  on  the  regular  drama  of  the  subsequent 
period.  But  the  popular  farces  called  FabulsB  Atellanse, 
cultivated  originally  at  Atella  in  Campania,  as  their  name 
seems  to  indicate,  and  transferred  afterwards  to  Borne, 
were  developed  by  poets  and  professional  actors  into  a 
regular  drama,  and  enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  popularity 
by  the  side  of  the  plays  imported  from  Greece. 
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The  period  of  which  we  speak  contained  other  elements     CHAP. 

.  XVIII 

of  poetry,  which,  if  the  Roman  people  had  been  gifted  v , — !• 

with  a  poetic  vein,  might  have  been  developed  into  worthy 
branches  of  a  national  literature,  but  which  remained  neg-  J^^^^ 
lected  and  despised  by  the  higher  class  of  minds,  and 
therefore  never  emerged  from  the  low  sphere  of  unlettered 
society.  First  there  were  the  funeral  songs  (nenice),  which 
were  repeated  by  paid  female  mourners,  and  which  seem 
to  have  consisted  of  general  exclamations  of  wailing  and 
sorrow  with  which  the  name  of  the  departed  was  connected. 
If,  instead  of  repeating  the  old  lines  over  and  over  again, 
the  merits  of  the  great  men  had  formed  the  subject  of  new 
compositions,  what  heroic  songs  might  have  been  com- 
posed !  As  it  was,  the  *  nenise '  were  considered  the  worth- 
less poetry  of  silly  old  women.^ — Secondly,  there  is  said  to 
have  been  the  practice  at  great  banquets  of  letting  youths 
sing  songs  in  praise  of  departed  worthies.*  But  we  cannot 
form  an  idea  of  these  poems,  as  they  were  never  committed 
to  writing,  and  were  forgotten  in  historical  times.  If 
they  had  contained  any  elements,  of  beauty,  they  would 
probably  not  have  perished.  Perhaps  they  were  dry  enu- 
merations of  personal  virtues,  qualities,  and  distinctions, 
of  discharged  public  offices,  of  victories  and  triumphs,  and 
they  may  have  contained  in  a  poetical  form,  i.e.  in  the  rude 
Satumian  metre,  the  substance  of  family  chronicles  and 
traditions. — Thirdly,  there  were  the  couplets  which  the 
soldiers  used  to  sing  on  the  occasion  of  a  triumph.  They 
were  not  always  complimentary  to  the  triumphing  general, 
but  often  the  reverse,  the  licence  of  the  day  permitting  the 
men  to  express  their  opinions  freely.  The  Eomans  had 
great  talent  at  all  times  for  biting  sarcasm  and  caustic 
satire,  and  some  specimens  of  such  poetry  belonging  to  a 
later  period  exhibit  these  qualities  in  a  sufficiently  clear 
light,  but  show  at  the  same  time  that  the  national 
literature  was  not  likely  to  be  enriched  by  wits  from  the 

*  Nonius,  p.  145  :  '  Nenia,  ineptnm  et  inconditmn  cannen.'    Horace,  Od.,  iii. 
28,  16 ;  Ep.  i.  1,  63.     Gellius,  xriii.  7,  3. 
*  Cicero,  Tuscut.,  i.  2,  3 ;  iv.  2,  3.    Brutus,  19,  76.    Valer.  Max  ii.  1,10. 
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BOOK     ranks. — Still  less  can  we  look  for  a  poetic  element  in 


III. 


various  kinds  of  popular  poetry  which  exist  everywhere 
among  the  lower  strata  of  society,  such  as  proverbs, 
popular  maxims,  peasants'  rules  of  the  weather  and  the 
crops,  nursery  rhymes,  and  spells  for  conjuring  and 
healing.  No  degree  of  culture  in  the  higher  classes  of 
society  seems  to  aflfect  these  compositions.  They  are  clung 
to  with  a  wonderful  tenacity,  and  survive  the  greatest 
intellectual  and  political  revolutions. 
Hin-  While  thus  the  genuine  national  elements  of  a  poetical 

t^w^Uh  literature  were  left  in  Eome  entirely  to  the  care  of  the 
of  Roman    lower  classes,  while  all  poetic  compositions  were  of  a  fiigi- 
^^  ^'        live  nature,  and,  having  arisen  in  the  excitement  of  the 
moment,  passed  away  quickly  to  give  place  to  another 
equally  trivial  and  ephemeral,  no  progress  and  develop- 
ment could  take  place.    The  art  of  writing  was  indeed 
known  and  practised  assiduously,  but  it  was  not  applied 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  popular  poetry.    It 
was  in  the   service  of  the  state,   and  was   almost  the 
monopoly  of  the  men  who  worked  in  the  public  offices; 
of  lawyers   and  of  priests.     The  national  literature  of 
Eome  was  therefore  originally  prosaic.     The  lists  of  ma<- 
gistrates,  the  year-books  of  the  pontifices,  the  formularies 
and   official  rules   of  the   different  offices  of  state  and 
religion,  the  treaties  concluded  with  neighbouring  nations, 
the  tables  of  the  laws,  formed  the  fundamental  element  of 
the  oldest  permanent  literature.     No  attempt  was  made  in 
these  writings  to  please  the  taste.     The  chief  requisite 
was  accuracy  in  the  wording,  and  thus  a  style  originated 
somewhat  like  the  jargon  of  English  lawyers,  which  must 
have  been  even  in  antiquity  as  unintelligible  and  repulsive 
to    the  uninitiated  as  legal    documents  are    nowadays. 
It  is  only  when  language  is  applied  to  address  the  general 
public,  that  it  can  be  emancipated  from  the  unnatural 
distortions,  obscurities,  and  blemishes  of  purely  technical 
diction. 
Roman  Nothing  is  so  well  calculated  to  give  flexibility  and 

oraory.       ^^^  ^  ^  language  as  the  custom  of  public  speaking. 
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Where  a  select  body  of  experienced  and  cultivated  men  CHAP, 
determines  the  policy  of  a  state  in  free  debate,  there  is  an  ^-  ,  1. 
admirable  school  for  the  cultivation  of  prose  language. 
*  Such  a  school  was  the  Boman  senate.  Here  it  was  felt 
that  clear,  convincing  speech  was  a  weapon  with  which 
every  statesman  was  obliged  to  be  familiar.  Unfortunately 
no  reports  of  speeches  of  the  early  period  have  been  pre- 
served. The  alleged  speech  in  which  Appius  the  Blind 
dissuaded  the  peace  with  Pyrrhus  was  indeed  looked  upon 
in  Cicero's  age  as  an  authentic  document  of  ancient  oratory, 
but  it  could  not  have  been  faithfully  reported.  Yet,  even 
without  genuine  specimens  of  the  speeches  of  that  time, 
we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  art  of  public  speaking 
had  reached  a  considerable  degree  of  development. 

While,  as  we  have  seen,  neither  the  poetical  nor  the  Roman 
prosaic  literature  of  Bome  had  even  begun  to  be  embodied  j^^^ 
in  a  permanent  form  in  writing,  it  appears  that  the  private 
records  of  the  noble  families,  the  meagre  rudiments  of 
historical  works,  were  very  numerous.  The  outiines  of 
these  records  were  the  inscriptions  under  the  images  of 
the  great  men  preserved  in  evei7  noble  house,  which  gave 
the  titles  and  dignities  of  each.  The  substance  was  sup-^ 
plied  chiefly  by  the  orations  (laudationea)  which,  on  the 
occasion  of  a  funeral,  the  next  of  kin  used  to  deliver  over 
the  bier  of  the  departed. 

When  a  noble  Boman  had  died,  the  body  was  adorned  Funeral 
with  the  insignia  of  the  public  oflSces  which  he  had  dis-  <>'»'»^'*«- 
charged,  and  with  the  honorary  distinctions  he  had  gained 
in  war ;  it  was  laid  out  in  state  in  the  great  hall  (the  atrium) 
of  his  house,  where  in  niches  all  around  were  exhibited  the 
images  of  his  ancestors.  The  funeral  procession  moved 
solemnly,  like  that  of  a  triumph,  to  the  sound  of  music  and 
the  loud  wailing  of  the  women.  The  bier  was  preceded 
by  a  line  of  men,  who  represented  the  predecessors  of  the  de« 
parted,  wearing  their  masks  and  the  insignia  of  their  oflGlce« 
Thus  the  deified  heroes  of  every  house,  returning  as  it  were 
from  the  grave,  accompanied  the  dead  on  his  last  way,  to 
conduct  him  into  the  spiritual  world.     On  these  occasions 
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BOOK  the  nobility  of  every  house  was  exhibited  before  the  people 
.  •  -  in  all  its  splendour.  A  long  line  of  ancestors,  a  gpreat 
number  of  honours  and  distinctions,  were  so  many  docn« 
ments  of  nobility  ;  and  the  people  delighting  in  the  great- 
ness of  their  great  men,  and  pleased  with  the  show,  were 
not  over  critical  in  examining  too  closely  the  validity  of 
all  the  documents  thus  publicly  passed  in  review«  After 
the  line  of  ancestors  came  the  bier,  carried  by  the  nearest 
relatives  of  the  departed,  and  followed  by  his  friends  and 
admirers.  Thus  the  procession  moved  slowly  to  the  Forum. 
Before  the  public  platform  the  bier  was  put  down ;  the 
ancestors  ranged  themselves  around  on  ivory  chairs ;  the 
train  of  mourners  stood  around  in  a  circle ;  a  son  of  the 
departed,  or  some  other  near  relative,  ascended  the  plat- 
form and  delivered  the  faneral  speech,  the  *  laudation,' 
which,  as  its  name  iadicated,  was  intended  to  set  forth  the 
great  deeds  of  the  departed  and  those  of  his  ancestors. 
All  that  the  whole  family  had  done  for  the  gloty  and 
greatness  of  Borne  was  on  such  solemn  occasions  duly 
recorded. 
Family  It  IB  evident  that  such  speeches  formed  in  themselves  a 

nic  08.  ^^^  ^^  popular  historical  literature.     They  stood  in  the 
place  of  heroic  songs,  epic  poetry,  or  ballads,  which  with 
other  nations  embodied  and  preserved  the  popular  tradi- 
tions of  the  past.   Out  of  them  grew  the  family  chronicles, 
and  these  were  the  single  threads  out  of  which  the  history 
of  the  nation  was  woven.     Specimens  of  them  were  pre- 
served in  later  times,  and  even  in  Bome  there  were  found 
critics  who  discovered  that  they  were  full  of  exaggerations 
and  inventions.^ 
Freedom         The  national  development  of  the  Boman  people,  so  far 
p^^    .      as  we  have  now  followed  it,  was  in  all  essential  points  of 
fluence.       Italian  growth,  independent  of  foreign  influences ;  and  in 
this  respect  the  period  over  which  we  have  travelled  forms 
a  contrast  to  that  which  followed  it.     The  political  institu- 
tions contain  nothing  that  was  imitated  or  borrowed  from 

>  Cicero,  Brutus,  16. 
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germs  by  a  process  of  gradual  steady  reform,  and  not  >,   ,    '.^ 


subject  to  violent  revolutions  and  reactions.*  They  bad 
now  reached  their  maturity  and  completely  satisfied  the 
existing  wants,  Italy,  united  by  a  federal  union,  but  not 
enslaved  under  the  supremacy  of  the  Boman  senate  and 
people,  enjoyed  internal  peace  and  the  means  of  developing 
the  abundant  sources  of  national  wealth  and  prosperity. 
The  old  religion  of  the  people  was  still  dominant,  and 
simplicity  and  purity  of  life,  moderation  and  content- 
ment— ^the  virtues  of  poverty — were  not  yet  extinct ;  in- 
tellectual culture,  literature,  art,  science  were  in  their 
infancy,  and  there  was  hope  that  they  might  grow  with 
the  greatness,  the  wealth,  and  the  power  of  the  nation. 

But  at  this  moment  a  great  revolution  took  place.  The  Change 
Punic  wars  led  to  the  conquest  of  provinces ;  the  contact  by^'^"^®^ 
with  the  Greeks  was  fatal  to  the  further  development  of  l*^°^c 
the  native  Italian  intellect.  The  foreign  conquests  en- 
riched and  demoralized  the  governing  classes.  Political 
power  was  more  and  more  monopolized  by  a  contracted 
oligarchy.  Whilst  the  military  strength  of  Greece  suc- 
cumbed to  the  Boman  legions,  the  Hellenic  mind 
triumphed  over  the  Italian,  and  the  union  of  the  two 
generated  that  literature  and  that  art  which  for  many  cen- 
turies were  dominant  in  the  greater  part  of  Europe.  Thus, 
whilst  the  republican  institutions  decayed,  the  mind  of 
the  people  was  invigorated  and  ennobled,  tUl,  under  the 
£rst  imperial  ruler,  the  Eoman  state  assumed  a  new  form, 
and  Grseco-Eoman  civilisation  reached  its  most  perfect 
development. 

'  The  influence  of  Etruria  in  the  legendary  pre-historic  times  was  not  per- 
manent in  anything  but  mere  outward  forms. 

'  It  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  to  English  readers  the  similarity  which 
exists  in  this  respect  between  Rome  and  England.  Since  the  feudal  system 
was  introduced  into  England  from  Normandy,  no  direct  influence  has  been 
exercised  by  the  political  institutions  of  any  Continental  country  on  those  of 
England. 
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